Elmdale Lutheran Church Records – Overview
Book 1
	Size: 6” x 7.5”  Pages not numbered.  Scan has 46 images.
	Language: Danish, with only a few English lines.
	Title: 	Sæby Menigheds Secretærbog (Sæby Congregation’s Secretary-Book)
		Two Rivers, Morrison Co. Minnesota
		(Evidently, Elmdale used to be called Two Rivers, Minnesota, and the name of the Lutheran congregation was “Sæby.”  There is a town of that name near the northern tip of the Jutland peninsula in Denmark.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A6by )
	Contents: Book begins with the establishment of the congregation at 4:00 PM on May 1, 1872.  Pastor (Ole) Paulson of Minneapolis chaired the organizational meeting.  (Ole Paulson was a Norwegian, who served Trinity Lutheran in Minneapolis.  At this time, he was part of the denomination known as the Norwegian-Danish Conference.  Many Danish pastors and congregations were part of this group until 1884, when they departed peacefully from the Norwegians and organized a specifically Danish synod.  Paulson never served as the pastor of the Elmdale congregation, but he did help establish the church.  His memoirs may be found here: https://archives.augsburg.edu/islandora/object/AUGrepository:122005#page/1/mode/2up )
	 On the first page, and continuing several pages, is the constitution of the congregation.  (This material is repeated at the beginning of Book 3).  
	After this, the minutes show that Pastor (Hans Nielsen) Thorup was called as the first pastor of the congregation on July 14, 1872.  H. C. Hansen, secretary.
	Pastor Thorup did not stay very long.  At the congregational meeting held June 28, 1875, (Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis) student Martin J. Waaga chaired the meeting.
	Book continues with congregational meeting minutes through October 21, 1878.  
	After this, are records of “Kjørt med Præsten” (drove with the pastor), with lists of names and tally marks.  To drive is the sense of driving a carriage, or something else with horses.  But why a record of this was needed I can’t say.
	Then follow some limited financial records that run through 1924.  At the top of the last page it says, “Communion Service Account.”
	After many blank pages, similar records are found, entitled “Alterpengene” (Danish for Communion Service Account), from earlier years.



Book 2
	Size: 7.5”  x 10”  Pages numbered through 145.  Scan has 52 images.
	Many blank pages not scanned.
	Language: Mostly Danish, some English (for burials in and after 1920s)
	Contents: This is the cemetery book.  The page numbers correspond to the lot numbers.  An index is found in the last couple of pages, plus the inside of the back cover.

Book 3
	Size: 8” x 12¾”   Pages numbered through 240.  Scan has 106 images.
	Blank pages not scanned: 120-121, 208-240
	Language: Danish through 1920, English 1921 and after.
	Contents: Congregational meeting minutes.  
The book begins with the constitutional meeting and the text of the constitution from 1872, then skips to 1879.  Meeting minutes go through page 199, March 11, 1956.  Pages 200-206 give the church constitution in the English language, dated January 16, 1928. 
	Secretary was Hans C. Hansen through 1899, and he always called the congregation “Sæby Menighed” (Sæby Congregation).  Starting in 1900, Hans A. Hansen succeeded him as secretary, and he refers to the congregation as “den danske evangeliske lutherske Menighed Elm Dale, Morrison Co. Minnesota” (The Danish Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Elm Dale).  In 1922, Hans A. Hansen was still secretary, but the switch had been made in the minutes to the English language, he began referring to the congregation as “The Elm Dale Lutheran Congregation.” 









Book 4
	Size: 8” x 12¼”  Pages numbered through 301.  Scan contains 59 images.
	Blank pages not scanned: 8-50, 84-102, 107-120, 126-150, 156-172, 211-270, 280-301
	Language: Danish
	Date range: 1872-1889
	Title: Ministerialbog for Den Danske Evangelisk Luth.  ”Sæby” Menighed af Two River, Morrison Co. Minnesota.  Stiftet den 1st Mai Aaret 1872.  (Ministerial Book for the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Sæby Congregation of Two River, Morrison Co. Minnesota.  Established May 1st, 1872.)
	Table of Contents:
Page 1		Img. 3 		Menighedsmedlemmer	Congregation Members
Page 51, 103	Img. 9, 25	Barnedaab			Infant Baptism
Page 81	Img. 23	Confirmation			Confirmation
Page 121	Img. 28	Ægtegivelse			Marriage
Page 151	Img. 31	Begravelse			Burial
Page 173	Img. 34	Communicanter		Communicants
Page 210	Img. 53	Meeting minutes from Nov. 5, 1944
Page 271	Img. 54	Gudstjenester			Worship Services (it seems that only those services that included communion were included in this list, which is often about 12 per year.)	

Book 5
	Size: 9” x 13¾”   Pages numbered through 152.  Scan contains 166 images. 
	Blank pages not scanned: 1, 19-33, 48-50, 55-62, 69-71, 86-104, 121-134, 136-142, 150-152.  Keep in mind that in this book, a spread was numbered, not each “page” as we would call it.  Sometimes half of a spread, at the end of one of the above ranges, did have writing on it and was therefore scanned.
	Title: Ministerialbog for Den danske evangelisk-lutherske Menighed (Sæby Menighed) Morrison Co. Minnesota – Stiftet den 1st Maj 1872 i Christen Hansens Hjem Past. Ole Paulsen af den davorende Koference var tilstede, samt Stud Hans Hansen for nærvarende Præst i den f.d. Kirke   (Translation: see above for first part.   ... in Christen Hansen’s home.  Pastor Ole Paulsen of what was then the Conference was present, together with Student Hans Hansen, now a pastor in the United (Norwegian Lutheran) Church)
Book 5, continued
	Language: Danish and English
	Date Range: 1890-1999 (last baptism recorded 1993, last burial recorded 1999)
	Table of Contents:
Page 1		Img. 4		Döbte				Baptisms
Page 33	Img. 39	Konfirmerede			Confirmations
Page 51	Img. 66	Ägtegivelse			Marriages
Page 63	Img. 75	Jordfästede			Burials
Page 71	Img. 88	Nadvärgjester			Communicants
Page 105	Img. 116	Forntegnelse over Menighedslemmer
								Register of Congregation Members
Page 135	Img. 149	Afgaaede			Transfers out
Page 143	Img. 152	Oversigt over de kirkelige Handlinger
								Record of Church Services
**Please note that a lot of the records, such as baptism and confirmations, occupied a spread of two pages, and thus will cover two images in the scan.
	Items of interest from “Transfers out.”  Image 149 (page 135) under 1894 the Christen Kastrup family, note says: “After being reminded that it was unchristian to dance and drink at home, it was still continued, therefore excluded from the congregation January 6, 1894.”  The next note under 1894 is harder to read, but it has to do with removing members who never came to church for a whole year.
	On the next page under 1897, the record is for Ane Marie Madsdatter, who had died.  The note says: “Saved in baptism by the grace acquired on the cross and consecrated in faith. She was awakened and converted in her 18th year, and lived (illegible?) for 61 years in the faith that came to her in childhood. What happiness!! and grace!!!
