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Individual Questionnaire for

Biographical Record of Ministers

(Compiled for the Synodical Historical Archives)

Personal Data: (Please give all information you can)

A Laursen

Intrup, Lejby parish(Sogn),Viborg Amt,Jutland,Denmark

May 1892
located where:

s nodical convention G•B.Christiansenwhere: . .at - -V^aupac-e-,- • -Wis-»........ by whom:Date of ordination:

If not in above synods, when and where accepted as member pastor of our synod:

Retired from active ministry when: why:

Located where:

May 21,1929 Stomack ailment Cancer)If dead, what date: where: cause:

Atlantic, Iowa
Buried where

Wife's birthdate and place:

9
location:Her parents:

If wife is dead, give date

(2) Second wife (if any; give same information about her)

....by whom:................................ . . . . ...

at Perth Amboy,New Jersey
If immigrant, date of arrival in America:

June 14,11908

of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (in America) and its parent synods: 
The United Danish Ev. Luth. Church, The Danish Ev. Luth. Church Association 

in America and The Danish Ev. Luth. Church in North America.

.......................occupation:

Omaha,Nebr•

Full name:..................................

Nov.25,1865

$"1"J $
0000000

*3+"32 403 ; 0000000 0 8 *3"rnceg<" 0 0A ;

Confirmed when and where:

June 24, 1941 at Immanuel Hospital,Omaha

date / ? 9

Born when: .................................. where: .......................................................................................................................................
Parents: Gaardejer Anders Laursen & wife,Inger Espersen,Thordahl

Baptized when and where: 00 .R 0 0 . R . .QRaESh....................................................



Educational Training: Give name of institution, location, and when attended.

Galstrup 238High Schools:

then on Jeb j erg year

and Gedved Seminary for teachers 3 years

Other information on family of historical interest, i.e., members in the ministry, missionary work, teaching and med-
ical professions, etc.:

Children (give names and other information of interest, as occupation, spouse, and present address): 

one- Daughter, Ruth,

one. winter „at. Æge.. 21.

Theological Schools:....... iNZ?   9   P "h • • Luth •   c £ • J ©. «Am-er-ioa...............
at Elk Horn, Iowa <k 5 : mxnix jx

.............................................................................. September. 18?5. W ..1896............
Studied privately under ProfeP.SeVig a year 1907 /"08 and then 

t r a Trinity Seminary,Blair,^ebr.and ac-

Danish Highschool,Elk Horn,Iowa, April 1894 /"Jan.1895 
Colleges (Give also degrees attained):..........................................................................................................................................

Wisconsin State Normal School,Milwaukee, ; 5"/"190^( June)graduated



Honorary Degrees received (give name of institution and date):

Other specific training:

Additional comment on above:

and Danish luth.,Cushing,Wis Aug.1907 /" Sept. 1909
......$ p3 j. j8 A ç0j 00 0 j20333 22 00"0 0 ; 00 j 00

Ministerial Service. Please give in chronological order the names of congregations or charges served, and period of 
each.

, and
Our Savior s,; First English , Luck,WisSt.Paull,Bone Lake,Wis.

Aus.l912 " "3;37
,<10116* ,36^ ; ;
.00^...19X5..-.4x15 >..1925..
Aug• 3;47"/"Crtkn"3;4;

Pella."Omaha, _ ebr •
• Trèsrdënt Sèmï ' *-College*
.Danigh.Lutheran,..Laurel^ eke......
Pella, Omaha,Nebr•



Offices held in Synod and Districts, and when:

ence or a be

SignedDate

Return this report as soon as possible to

Additional information of interest:..................................................................................................................................... ...............
Mr♦ Laursen1s parents were devout chriBiâans and industrious farmers

....ration.. e-ours e. his • -g on-c ept ion of.. Ctirist.iaia.it.y. .cleared^...............
Ho weft er tie did not find rest and assuranee of peace with God before he 

.   . a ..saraoxi..oX..H^v.H E <2 ing. .the. . c.onv.ention. .in. Elk...
Horn,Iowa,in June 1894 ,when the Danish Ev.Luth#Church of North America 
was organized by a   roup of pastors and congregations who segregated from 
old Danish Ev»Lwth.Church in America,founded in the early 70tl_e£. From 
then he aspired^to the call of a minister»
He * f6Uf&1) " * and* assurance- -during -year • he' *worKea * for* -farmers * and' * • • 
through contact with his friend and teacher,?^.Vig and other pastors•

Passed his childhood schooling by an unfit teacher without proper induction

NOTE: Our previous biographical records were lost in the tragic fire that destroyed the office building of the Luther-
an Publishing House, Blair, Nebr., Febr. 15, 1953, where the synodical historian also had his office. This accounts for 
the detailed questionnaire now. In the case of deceased members of our clergy we are largely dependent upon living 
members of their family for correct data. Be assured all cooperation in gathering this historically important data will 
be highly appreciated. Please fill in what you can, perhaps with the assistance of others acquainted with subject.
Furthermore, if you have clippings or other material about the person concerned, especially a photo or picture of him, 
and we may either have it or borrow it, please send it along. All our collection of cuts was also ruined in the fire. 
If you can refer us to any person, book or paper that can inform us further, we shall be very much obliged to you.

In Denmark:
Other activities and official services-at-large (teaching, chaplaincy, editorial, etc., and period of each):

Assisting teacher in public school at his hometown in Denmar^^ab.1890 
... .s.QhoQl. teacher.).. an .Mors.. Island.. JL&9 0 • ...................... ..

In America:
..............Taught .. jparpohial. school, at. Elk Ja.... 18.95............. .............................

Teacher in a " parochial school of Emmaus Chur ch, Ragine,

Principal of public school in Delafield,Wis• 1904 /" 05
Literary production (books and pamphlets) : Give titles and when published.

Teacher at Our Savior1s Parochial School, Perth Amboy,New Jersey   
................ May. .Igo?....
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Aug, 9.1970

y dear friend from Dana Days In yester-yoarst " ck;

So glad to hear from ^ou .and thus know you are still asiong the living 
of the old Qana^lts* Furthere^ore that year are still interested in 

 'car old .  m 2sr and it£ i>ersonel and leaders (" half
• of L.s leader*-

an int ' < " with yen* ho " am aainly ccneerned with the records
. " old . yr^d g" educational center it xs. Eave you been here In 

the later years and seen the wonderful develo^iuert on the old -canpiw on 
" hlll^ low to your query In regard to Kev.L .laursen am president 

ear8 re 50 . < " a/o<
Ee3,£ have several copies of ^Aarberetnin 1̂* 1515 2nd of several years 
" thst e* 1*11 nend you a couple t they kq " be throw, away 3rt "

" hide in mother earthy I have a conplete collection of all years since 
they flrat were published in 1891have supplied goveral church 11* 
brar s or archives with same» LiMewisc of our synodical papers and an "
nualn, as '“2 s* Almanak* and nChristms ChidesH All. my collection of 
books, pa . " pazines and clipping: ... ngs, is
denated to Dana ColXege h st ■; Library a

+ xr vrae-Btian■ aroused  y interest in " hitler time of
service as -'head of Dana and Trinity♦ The first mention of him starts in 
B. 1914 ,'wnere the School Board presents to g annual convex

tion the slot ion to establish a special office as president of the insti-
tution (college and sebinary) Billie Vig and C<X<Hansen remain "Deana". 0 "
Fay3t " 133 the convention approves this; pp »5 Laursen is electedfbut 
does not accept pg 39, &nd Henry Bondo (" elected;if ne refuse the BQaW 
is authorised to call/Unoth^r»

In Xearbook 1915 PP.84 report " b% " meeting June 17*18119141 i&  
sued ain the call to Laurien; tie recreated time bo consider it after he 
flrat said no. de finally to accept and a board meeting held Dee

"15 914 reports he hud re-signed his membership on 3 " Schoolboard "
Ms pastorate at Onia (,, easins It May 1915 aceordins a record I 
have pf the service time of all our UELC mini a ter s in various charges jl 
< " cannot find anywhere v He he tookovex  •   at »he
 %oq same record which the months as well years a pastor 

 y.”c a "9 "   ”n " xt Dana " June X915 •* Sept "913
(The record made out for nie ac Synodical historian by 0V A  
" liofgaai^d from Mg files of pastors^cr^tary of Iwnsion 

Mid should be reliable). In Yearbook 1916, pp 95 " H*F*Jemw " in his re 
port to the convention in June states nTMs has been the fir^t year of 
Faster Laursen as wFor stand ersr af the School** As it was ay last year in 
tae semXriarj it agrees with y recollection, ue well as with jours> As 
Herb Et. ortsvang detrended on y historical information wnen we prepared 
the nHlstory of the Nebraska District^ he has the correct yearB I did 
not colaborate near as &h Hith Bill Christensen in preparing the dataX 
f» hisaga of th " Tower" but often consulted ce and qy . .. leal 11- \
tei*ature>

. ault JA's bedtime for an oct rian (8  . oar) so I m 
must clo9€  My "better Kirsten Sahaldttif you r 18rom her
year11913*141t at Dana, s aiready hit the aay about ( ne 
wre bota quiet well yet t.have 00r good home rl zt in " this
old nHeart of the <J and three of of our g r curried da^chters liv-
ing here wlth_ < f^ullistall v;ell*to*do in Good jobs and healthyf 
which we praise the Lord for every j .:,:.Larsei. "
I ar " left above sod ef the I. asters the old Synod ho retired

£•   sill  ■ '.efruerH here. One y left
ua last year, " " J. ,fwho without an /ning went to Cedar
lipids and married Rev ♦John 2-U Jensen» A ne^s item recently informed they 
are noif residing at the Good Samar Iatan Village at Hastiggg<

How are you setting along by now * and the family?
? we   e grace of Jesus Christ meet at His feet up yemdsr 

13 C "T&scgk _____— " //////-//


