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Individual Questionnaire for

Biographical Record of Ministers

(Compiled for the Synodical Historical Archives)

Egvad, Sdr. Jylland, Danmark

sam.e..placâBaptized when and where:

same .place.Confirmed when and where: by whom:

p N 2If immigrant, date of arrival in America:

G.B•Chrltlansen

If not in above synods, when and where accepted as member pastor of our synod:

Retired from active ministry when: why:

occupation:

From Nazareth Church,Cedar Falls,la.Buried where

Marriage: (1) to whom date and place:

Her parents: location:

If wife is dead, give date

(2) Second wife (if any; give same information about her)

planned with Miss Eline Arildsen May 1,1897? but his demise cancelled i 
Wife's birthdate and place  ...She. then, trained. fp.y. .XpxsXsn. aiQU.XQs the

xirstsent out by the Synod•accompanied by Miss Anna B•Madsen

of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (in America) and its parent synods: 
The United Danish Ev. Luth. Church, The Danish Ev. Luth. Church Association 

in America and The Danish Ev. Luth. Church in North America.

Personal Data: (Please give all information you can)

Niels Marius Nielsen R&hbeck

Located where: . XK
If dead, what date:. £ 04 .02 B4 0i @ cause:

A 000322538*3"yjgtg<

date '

.". 0" 22 ` "3:;8" Eg :tHcJu."32.
qh2 5 #3 000000 j V 8ÿ 8fd "yjqo<

Full name:.............................................

Feb•19,1871
Born when: ..............................  where:



Children (give names and other information of interest, as occupation, spouse, and present address):

Educational Training: Give name of institution, location, and when attended.

Colleges (Give also degrees attained):

Other information on family of historical interest, i.e., members in the ministry, missionary work, teaching and med-
ical professions, etc.:

Over here he studied at the Dansih Highschool in Elk Horn,Iowa 
.frost • hi-s • arrival-in • ±871 " Slater 'terms...

No vita with information on parents avalLab
His* was* a * private * arrange-a ordiHat ion * at* Cedar Ms ...............  

nd the first in the new Synod.
34® • "$• • d ea th wa ••firsf* though * he'was' the * youngest * in 'the

Synod.

0" o: 7 •."ZJg", . 83 :
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High Schools: .............. r<Q. .lUI.OBIHÄtiOR« • WklStrllOX^ • OF • fiG * tlS/d/ * SCÜÔ1 ÏRg
in Denmark



Honorary Degrees received (give name of institution and date):

Other specific training:

Additional comment on above:

Ministerial Service. Please give in chronological order the names of congregations or charges served, and period of 
each.

........ RY. D ni "h. Ev..Lu "h.. Congregat.ioii. .at. Ar q  o la y Te x-a &..............Oe "
* " newly organized by some danish settlers there April 1697

........... (  • Cl 0y..m ter..his ..aeath.................... ...............000



Offices held in Synod and Districts, and when:

Other activities and official services-at-large (teaching, chaplaincy, editorial, etc., and period of each):

Literary production (books and pamphlets) : Give titles and when published.

Additional information of interest:

Date Signed

Return this report as soon as possible to

NOTE: Our previous biographical records were lost in the tragic fire that destroyed the office building of the Luther-
an Publishing House, Blair, Nebr., Febr. 15, 1953, where the synodical historian also had his office. This accounts for 
the detailed questionnaire now. In the case of deceased members of our clergy we are largely dependent upon living 
members of their family for correct data. Be assured all cooperation in gathering this historically important data will 
be highly appreciated. Please fill in what you can, perhaps with the assistance of others acquainted with subject. 
Furthermore, if you have clippings or other material about the person concerned, especially a photo or picture of him, 
and we may either have it or borrow it, please send it along. All our collection of cuts was also ruined in the fire. 
If you can refer us to any person, book or paper that can inform us further, we shall be very much obliged to you.
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Eeceived you letteryestcrday re ding some information about Fwstor

K» Marius ahbeck.For . Z Ic q  in my Chronological Data

List of all member pastors in our 0DFLChurchfwhere he is the 64th to join 
3^no l; that I? "first ana <.doptr ■ ? ■ ftcr 4*^ all , ' 'J
joined at the Unlxlon  .cetins Sept 30 /"Oct<2f1896 t . Imieapolise
< "d ct/24*l§96 E ■  e^dar W2L,L. "  

Dear “nd and Fellov/-ta tor, thl&s G.Chri-tensen:

lter, 52" 7 .
@" 5 î p 8" 2" <" 42" 00

'• 8" ■ /

tlon in 3 :;9" close*,Hhlch sent him above reGtinj.
ell,I don't give-up for that•Down In our spacious ba enent have

- , ■'tc CGte too#
" ■ <  xnni.n   until It 1 "gt: im

by L U* in 1920 And a collection of Indre issions Tidende going betek a 
"

  •L C. Archives at Wartburg- will soon get of it wh&t they writ,and < "
I ^ •   " • ■ <" ". 

Uils .year -   y nBetter*Halfr? .
Zie ias not been so well this year -coronaryKtroubl^caused evidently 

/lens /" 18 her ailment  • L ‘ $
trouble bodily " arthritis in the "2r bac sc I dont Jump much around 
any. lore♦ Frank rielsen^y dear olc chum ere, is afflicted with blood- 
bleed ins in bin et   " ^ - -, " '+
jeoterday,when I was up to see hi " be there a wcej_,

ell* £ broken off in my report on Rr.uhbeclichen my COOK cal- 
1Gd for supper<If s 7 0 pm. now so I better et ' ^
h—r— if I want to read todays neH* and . <" <"
"/" " . 3

incerely yours In Christ and church interest 
e* ' "! « ' • •

r • 111 copy " on a separate sheet, ant to file a copy
) ? " ) " nil “y historic nor tie Iz cz.r

3. A4#"K" "
0 0 49"6ä " a3p 2 8< 0 o i A d <
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.Ghristi^nsen, assisted by A.L. j.sdhohn.   cL $ .L C £ - 
sen upon a call re  the Danish Lutheran 8 2"ner.r x c qI\ exas. 
G .rab J&37 pys 30  - He was borniWfe "Febr.l© l-  ̂ -l<ratrd in 
L 91 "c m ""W died. // 29 J897  k g*  

'Me next manti * in th  ooks it7 iz  c i89 f —fere
" 1 report on tis concretions he has reported

Bethania d.ev.l. mgh<f Arcola, Texas,12 -}nä^ '
( ter, 2 par viede. 2 opta5etz 1 ., 

$" 0" "1 ?"j ^ "   . UKanscn
 xnar >alls,at tw  m -n fra vor brndcr,Pastor '
♦ • * - "N& "4 "£s    i  .F*  i/- •r •' .

for ham, at lerrcn vilde styrke ham og holds hans haand, me den s han ^.en*
nen Rdens m^rke vande. Hvorpaa en tele  raf±£k -Ilsen blev Be At fra %det 

  $ a i reJ<Clausen fra c^F^a^v-r 11-c o e q  hjerteliö^
^■lox- ..r.dhcck for den tclesraflske hilnenfDenr ’tn til

2" 6 ( "vll je felve dig Li1/sens “iQiie".

53"ir, 7 "45"1-71



PASTOR NIELS MARIUS NIELSEN RAHBECK
Born Feb. ;. 89 9at Egvad,So•Jutland,Denmark.
Immigrated to USA inl891 • Ordained pastor1 in the UDELChurch 1896.
Died May 29, 897 at Cedar Falls,Iowa,ana burled there.

Following sketch of his life " by Rev.IHansen appeared in “Dansk 
Luthersk KirkebladH Nr.13 June 20, 897. popied by PtC.Jensen,Archivist•

Pastor N  N Rahbeck,hvis billede ex paa Forsiden af deute nummer af 
vort Samfundsblad, henslumreàe i D0den 1 Cedar Falls,la.medens vi holdl 
Samfundets forste Aarsm^de i Blair,Nebr.. Han var f0dt d.19.Febr>1871 
1 Egvad,bdr•Jylland. I 1B9 " Rejste han til Amerika. Han var ikke noget 
omvendt menneske den gang,menvea Guds blev han det  Naar og hvorledes "
hans omvendelse skete er mig ikke bekendt,men jeg troer nok at det fore- 
gik under hans ophold i Elk Horn,Iowa. Dertil kom han nemlig straks 
efter hand ankomst her til landet.Han begyndte med at studere der paa 
den danske jskole;og da senere en prâsteskole blev begynât der,kom 
han ind l dens teologiske afdeling. Straks efter at han havde begyndt 
at studere teologi blev han syg, og maatte for sit heibreds skyld 
en rejse til Danmark. Det skete i foraaret 1895 og fra den stammer vort 
bekendtskab.Jeg besagte nemlig fädreland-^ samme sommer, og Student Rad- 
beck og jeg m^dtes i Brooklyn,N.Y. hvorfra vi fulgtes ad over Atlanter- 
havet. For rnig er det et kärt minde at tgnke paa de mange timer vi gik 
Side om Side frem og tilbage paa HIslands11 dâk og talte sanimen. Jeg "
te at kende ham som et fromt,stille og ydmygt Gudsbarn,der kunde sige 
som Sangeren, HJesus, Jesus, Jesus sigter alt mit hjertes 0ske til”.
Jeg mindes ogsaa ,hvor beredvilllg den afd0d6 var,naar jeg skulde afhol~ 
de m£der paa skibet, til at faa moderne bekendtgjort og faa andet ord-
net  

Radbeck fandt ikke helbredelse i Danmark for den tärlngssyge eller 
brystsyge,som gnavede paa hans livsrod; men han fanât dog lindring og 
vandt en del kräfter,saa han samme efteraar kunne vende tilbage og op- 
tage sine studier paa Elk Horn skole. Han tog sin eksanien n^ste foraar 
og med kald fra den nye dansk ev-luth.menlghed 1 Arcola,Texas, blev "
han ordineret til Präst d.24.0kt.1896 1 vor kirke i Cedar Falls,la. 
af den Forenede Danske nirkes Formanâ. Han rejste saa til sit Kald 1 
Texas 0.5 arbejdede der sidste vinter. Han var glad 1 sin gerning,sarlig 
udt&lte han sin gläde over konfirmandklassen og sit arbejde med den.
Men krâfterne svandt,svagheden tiltog, og sidste foraar rejste han til 
Cedar Falls, hvor hans trolovede Brud, ine Arildsen, bor»BeStemmeisen 
var, om Herren gav Liv og heltreâ,at de skulde gve holdt bryllup 05 
V ret med til Aarsm/det i Blair, og saa have rejst til Arcola i Juni. 
Men Gud vilde det anderledes. Samme dag,som de efter bestemmelsen skul-
de have rejst til Texas, fulgte vi Pastor Rahbecks St0V til hvile.

Pastor F.L C.Hansen(den gang pr^st ted Nazaret kirke i Cedar Falls) 
var ved Pastors a^dsleje sidste gang kort f/r sin afrejse til i
Blair og uddelte Herrens Nadvere til den syge.Han lâste Davids "
32te salme, og isgr f01te Fastor Radbeck sig tröstet ord derl: “Komme 
store vandskyl,skulde de Ikke naa hamH »Hans sidste ord til Pastor Han-
sen var: "Paa Gensyn “

Pastor Hansen bragte en hilsen fra den syge og â^ende broder. 
Aarsm/det telegraferede tilbage til ham:HVär tr  indti " â^den,saa vil 
jeg give dig livsens krone." Da han modtog den svarede han:Saa tinker 
de dog paa mig “

Dagen sin d/d forekom det ham som om han havde en del mennesker 
om sig. Han talte til folkene i Arcola om Jesus i Gethsemane og forma- 
nede dem til at holde fast ped troen paa Kr-istus ,da skulde de atter 
inodes i Hlinmelen< Han talte til Menlghederne i Elk Horn og Cedar Falls 
om Jesu ord til Peter: "Elsker du mig?" Og med s^rlig hensyn til sin 
S^ndagsskole-klasse i Elk Horn sagde han: "Vogt mine Lam!H

En af dem, som stod om hans d^dsleje,s/gte at sige nogle berollgencie 
0rd til den amende; men han svarede med fulâ bevisthed:uBort med alt 
andet end Gu&s Ord ; kun Guds Ord kan hjälpe,det alene holder. " den
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sidste stund klamrede han sig is^r til ordet: HJesu Kristi,Guds S^ns 
blod renser fra al synd”. Han blew ved at nävne Jesu navn til det 
sidste, og saaledes lukkede han sine @ne i d0den L0rdag d 29 Maj 

Hans begravelse foreglk Fredag d.4.Junie Under aarsm^det i Blair 
blev skreven en sang,som blev opl^st paa selve Bödet og sendt som 
en afskedshilsen derfra< Den blev sunget i Kirken. Fra Samfundets 
präster blev sendt en smuk s^lvkrans,som inae i Kfrken blev lagt 
p&a hans kiste.Til ICransen skulde Pauli ord knyttfes;HRetfärdighedens 
Krone er henlagt til migu(2>Tim.4,8).

Ved S/rgegucistJenesten i Kirken i Cedar Falls talete Prästerne 
G#B.Chr1stlansen,H.Hansen,Stedets pr^st og undertegneäe, og Pastor 
L.Pedersen opiäste nogle skriftafsnit og holdt b0n*

D&gen häldede fbr den store ligskare naaede ud paa Byens kirke- 
gaard< Solen dalede i Vest,da vor broders stdv nedsänkedes i Graven. 
Pastor P.L.C.Hansen forretede jordp&akaste sen. Stille var Broder 
Radbecks vandrin imellem os,stille hensov han i troen med Herrens 
fred ,og da vi b0d tians graR farvel var det som om uden lifllge 
aftenr^de11 hviskede til os: nHan soy hen, som sol i "st gaar nedue

I.M<Hansen
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