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It is often true that brilliant men who spend their '.V
#

lives on some mission are not recognized and the value of
their works are not acknowHfidged until after they have passed

On^example of this is Lars Einar Vig, acomplex man
with simple tastes and pleasures who dedicated his life
towards the recording and preservation of Danish heritage and
history, locally, in Washington County, Nebraska and nationally,

. i n A m e r i c a *

E i n a r ,

i

o n *

only official doc\iments contained Lars, was of
His father, Peder S/rfrensen Vig, known

! * »

the first child of S/rfren Pedersen Vig and Ellen
pure Danish l ineage*

a s P * S

Marie Christensen and was bom on November 7i 185^ Egtved,
P. S* Vig entered the Askov high shbool in preparation

w a sp ! 9

D e n m a r k *

f o r t h e s e m i n a r y * In September 1879 be left Denmark and went

ir̂ order to earn money to further his goals of ̂the
After he had worked for two and ahalf years in

t o A m e r i c a

m i n i s t r y *

Chicago, he returned to Denmark in May, 1882, where he studied
P* S* Vig returned to Chicago in thef o r t w o m o r e y e a r s *

Spring of 1884*^
On his return to Chicago Reverend Vig married his first

wife, Karen Marie Christensen, on June 10, 1884* T h e y t h e n

left for Elk Horn, lowayWhere Vig was to teach in the Danish
In t he f a l l o f 1888high school and preach at churches nearby,

they moved to Luck, Wisconsin, where Reverend Vig to serSre 4
t I !
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a s t h e p r o f e s s o r o f T h e o l o g y i n t h e D a n i s h L u t h e r a n S e m i n a r y

a t W e s t D e n m a r k , W i s c o n s i n , A f t e r t h e . s e p a r a t i o n o f t h e D a n i s h

churches :in America in 1894^ Vig was called to be the Professor
o f i h e o l o g y a t t h e E l k H o r n S c h o o l o f t h e D a n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h . I n 1 8 9 7 t h e V i g f a m i l y m o v e d t o B l a i r ,

Nebraska^so that he could assume the position of Theological
P r o f e s s o r a n d P r e s i d e n t o f T r i n i t y S e m i n a r y o f t h e U n i t e d

D a n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , / ; a t B l a i r . I n 1 8 9 9 P. S .

Vig aga in re turned to E lk Horn , Iowa, ' "on ly to - re turn to B la i r,

i n . t he - fa l l o f 1902 . Dur ing the fam i l y ' s res idence in E l k

Horn, his first wife had died and he had married his second and

las t w i fe , Karen C l ine O lsen o f Cedar Fa l l s , Iowa . In Ju ly 1905 ,
r! , . - ■

Vig resigned agaih to accept acall to Luck, ..'Wisconsin, where he
r e m a i n e d u n t i l 1 9 0 9 .

7

R e v e r e n d V i g t h e n r e t u r n e d t o h i s f o r m e r

pos i t ion a t Tr in i ty Seminary where he remained unt i l h is death

in 1929.^

h a d * » d i e d

from cerebritis in I891 and tnwo of hi&*yo\mger "'sows,John and Eli,
died of diphtheria within two weeks of each other in 1897.
The first Mrs. Vig died on April 11, 1900.^r v '

In the summer of 1901 Reverend Vig made atrip to Denmark.

'r On his return he married Karen Oline Olsen from Cedar Falls,

I o w a , a t e a c h e r a t t h e E l k H o r n H i g h S c h o o l , W h o h a d b e e n a

g r e a t h e l p t o h i m d u r i n g h i s fi r s t w i f e ' s i l l n e s s . T h e y w e r e

married on August 6, 1901 at Cedar Falls by Pastor N. Hansen.
V '

At the t ime of their marr iage Ol ine was twenty years younger
- 2 -
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She became the mother o f seven 8ons» E l i ,t h a n P. S . V i g .

C l e m e n s , E i n a r , C l a r e n c e , S t e e n , A r n d t , a n d V i c t o r , a n d o n e

d a u g h t e r , R u t h ,

Einar, whose legal name was Lars Sinar Vig, was bom on

January 2?, I905 in Blair, Nebraska, The attendant at his
'birirh was Mrs, J, P, Johnson from Blair, He was baptised one

month later on February 26, 1905 his father at Blair, ^At
tha t t ime the Vig fam i l y l i ved on Cd l l ege H i l l a t t he p resen t

home of Mr, Ray Lund, 2884 College Dr,, which is just north of

Old Main on the Dana College campus. It is this house where

Einar was bom,^
When Einar was six months old the family moved up to

Luck, Wisconsin, There they resided ih the parsonage of St,

Peterfcs Church, One antique photograph taken about I907 shows

the two-story whi te house, surrounded by t rees and abarbed

wire fence, Karen Ol ine and P, S, Vig are shown in f ront o f

the parsonage with Einar and Clemens,̂
On September 26, 1909 the family returned to Blair,

Reverend P, S, Vig purcl^ed asix acre tract of land, directly
I t w a ssouth of the college campus, from Reverend Kr, Anker,

o r i g i n a l l y p a r t o f a t w e l v e a c r e l o t o f w h i c h t h e e a s t h a l f

was purchased by P, S, Vig, They assumed temporary residence

in t he home o f Reve rend S , C , E r i k sen , wh i ch was on Reve rend

A n k e r * 8 w e s t t r a c t ' o f l a n d .

The Vig hornet was uni{^[ue in the area,
on the land purchased f^om Reverefld Anker, ̂ ^In ray interview
w i t h C l e r a e n s V i g h e r e l a t e d t h e s t o r y 1

8

l i T w a s b u i l t
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IThat house has history# All of the lumber
c a m e f r o m W i s c o n s i n # I t c a m e f r o m t h e w o o d s w e
used to p lay in# There were about for ty acres
of v i rg in t imber at the North Luck Church out¬
side of Luck, Wisconsin. When he was cal led to
go back to the col lege, he owned that for ty acres
and he just had that cut up and made into lumber
t o b u i l d h i s h o u s e # T h e r e w a s s o m u c h h a r d w o o d

, i n i t t h a t t h e c a r p e n t e r s h e r e i n B l a i r c o u l d n ' t
d r i v e a n a i l i n i t # T h e y i m p o r t e d s o m e c a r p e n ¬
ters from Luck so they could bui ld the house.
That hard maple, i f you cuuld get achance to go
i n s i d e t h a t h o u s e a n d s e e s o m e o f t h e s u p p o r t
l umber i ns ide . You cou ldn* * t buy ahouse l i ke
that nowadays.9

D r . C . C # M a d s e n r e c a l l e d w h e n t h e h o u s e w a s m o v e d t o i t s

present locat ion on Park Street , **V/hen they t r ied to prepare

.it for moving, the hard maple^ like the basement steps, was
so ha<^i^ that they had to use ahacksaw to saw it. It was just

l i k e i r o n a l m o s t . E x c e l l e n t h o u s e .

Perhaps the best one to re late l i fe at the Vig home is

E i n a r h i m s e l f . T h e s e w o r d s a r e f r o m h i s b i o g r a p h y o f h i s

f a t h e r i

« 1 0

Once the Vig fami ly was firmly es tab l ished
in i ts brand-new home on Cbllege Hil l , the home
l i f e f o l l o w e d q u i t e a d e fi n i t e p a t t e r n . H e r e a r e d
his family in much the same manner as he had been
r e a r e d .

O n e a f t e r t h e o t h e r , h i s s o n s g r a d u a t e d t o t h e
pos i t i on o f cho re -boy, t ha t i s , he was pu t i n
c h a r g e o f t h e m i l k c o w s . T h e y o u n g e r b o y s c o u l d

' h e l p a r o u n d t h e h o u s e o f i n t h e g a r d e n , f e e d t h e
^ c h i c k e n s a n d t h e h o g s , i f a n y i b u t t h e c o w s t a b l e

w a s r e s t r i c t e d t e r r i t o r y , t o b e e n t e r e d o n l y w i t h
the chore-boy; 'S; .consent . Of course, i t was never
long before the chore-boy wear ied of h is exa l ted
p o s i t i o n a n d i n i t i a t e d t h e n e x t - i n - l i n e t o h i s
d u t i e s . B u t e v e n s o , e a c h h a d t o s t a y o n t h e j o b ,
l i k e i t o r n o t , u n t i l h e w a s o f fi c i a l l y r e l i e v e d
o f t h a t d u t y b y h i s f a t h e r #

G r a d u a t i o n f r o m c h o r e - b o y m e a n t b e i n g s e n t
o u t t o w o r k f o r f a r m e r s . V i g h a d l i t t l e d i f fi c u l t y
i n fi n d i n g a s u i t a b l e p l a c e f o r h i s s o n s . L a r s
P d d e r s e n a t H i l l C r e e k a n d N i e l s C h r i s t i a n s e n a t
lydns took charge of the farm educat ion of the

. 4 -



first three boys. They were succeeded by Jacob
Andreasen of Blair, who was wel l stocked with
f a r m e r s o n s a n d s o n s - i n - l a w i n n e e d o f h e l p .
He took four of the Vig boys under his wing, at
o n e t i m e o r a n o t h e r . T h e n t h e s p i r i t o f i n d e p e n ¬
dence , na tu ra l t o Amer i can you th , asse r ted i t se l f ,
and the Vig boys sought their own jobs henceforth.

My grariather, Marcus Beck, knew Einar all of his life#
1 1

The Beck and Vig famil ies were always close, Marcus Beck

reminisced, **Then they used -bt come down and Visit at our place

M a r c u s a l s oand then we would go up and visi t at their place,

r e c a l l e d t h e s t r i c t n e s s w i t h w h i c h R e v e r e n d V i g d i s c i p l i n e d h i s

**I can remember so dist inct ly the kids crying up therec h i l d r e n ,

when they would do something bad and Professor Vig would lay it

E inar wou ld say la te r concern ing h is fa ther, * * I1 2t o t h e m ,

b e l i e v e I w o u l d h a v e h h d a b e t t e r , f u l l e r l i f e r i f f a t h e r h a d n ' t

b e e n s o s t r i c t .

My grandmother, Mrs, Marcus Beck, formerly Agnes Lund,'

attended Dana in the early twenties where she met and married

m y g r a n d f a t h e r i

« 1 3

A t t h e t i m e t h a t y o u r g r a n d f a t h e r a n d I g o t
married why his mother. Grandma Beck was living
w i t h u s , d o w n t h e r e a t t h e o l d B e c k h o u s e j u s t
' t w ^ o r t h r e e b l o c k s f r o m V i g s , I r e m e m b e r
Grandma telling how much work Mrs, Vig had to do
wi th that great b ig fami ly because she had a l l
t h o s e b o y s t o f e e d . I s u p p o s e t h a t m a y b e s o m e
o f t h e fi r s t m a r r i a g e w e r c s s t i l l t h e r e . S o
Grandma Beck wou ld go up there and he lp her days
w i th he r cook ing and c lean ing and a l l . Mrs . V ig

. w a s v e r y , v e r y n i c e t o w o r k f o r . S h e w a s v e r y
much yoxmger than Einar*s father was. She worked
h a r d , M r s . V i g d i d . S h e u s e d t o c o m e d o w n a n d
v i s i t w i t h G r a n d m a o n c e i n a w h i l e . I c a n r e m e m b e r
h e r s i t t i n g a n d c h a t t i n g . U n d o u b t e d l y s h e w a s
t e l l i n g h e r a l i t t l e o f h e r t r o u b l e s b e c a u s e w e
have a l l got t roubles, !^

E i n a r w a s a l o n e r d u r i n g h i s c h i l d h o o d a n d b o y h o o d . H e

h a d o n l y a f e w c l o s e f r i e n d s . H i s b e s t f r i e n d d u r i n g h i s
- 5 ^ '
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t

boyhood was Vemfti^cJohnson, the son of William Johnson, apress-
man at the^publishing house. The Johnsons lived on College Drive

. . f

at the bottom of the hill. E i n a r h a d a c o m m o n d e s i r e

to be wr i te rs and they were bo th a t tempt ing to ge t the i r a r t i c les

published by magazines. Together they collected "rejection sl ips
\ '

from everybody^ ”although eventually \fcrnet#trhad afew of his
articles published. J o h n s o n n o w r e s i d e s i n D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o 7

Clemens VigP. S. Vig hated dogs but loved cats and cows,

remembered those occasions when the Vig children would bring home

M y f a t h e r d i d n ' t w a n t a n y

Everytime we would come home with astray we

wou ld have a l i t t l e shoo t ing match and abur ia l ce remony up on

s t r a y d o g s l i k e a l l l i t t l e b o y s f ^

dogs aroiand.

But Dad said he had enough kids to feed, he didn't

P. V i g l i k e d c a t s b e a c u s e t h e y k e p t

I n h i s l a t e r l i f e E i n a r

t h e h i l l .

n e e d a n y d o g s a r o u n d . "

d o w n t h e m i c e a n d w e r e p r a c t i c a l ,

remained preferential towards cats and always had them aroimd

16

1 7
w h e n h e l i v e d o n C o l l e g e H i l l .

Although the Vig children could not have dogs for pets,

t h e y d i d h a v e a t u r k e y f o r a s h o r t t i m e . M r s . M a r c u s B e c k

r e l a t e d t h e h u m o r o u s i n c i d e n t i

I can reca l l t ha t on Thanksg iv ing Mrs . V ig had
th is one turkey she was feeding for Thanksgiv ing.
I t h a d b e c o m e a f a m i l y p e t j u s t l i k e a l i t t l e k i t t y
o r dog . They ca l l ed i t by name . They had ag rea t
d e a l o f p l e a s u r e w i t h t h i s t u r k e y. I t w o u l d c o m e
up when they were s i t t ing on the porch . I t wou ld
come up and v is i t wi th them and i t was very f r iendly.
Come Thanksgiving Mrs. Vig had butchered the turkey
a n d p r e p a r e d i t . T h e r e w a s t h i s l o v e l y, l o Ve l y
turkey dinner waiting for them and no one would eat.
Because they wouldn't oat any turkey and take a
b i te o f B i l l o r whatever they named the tu rkey.
They weren't going to take abite.of that turkey
because he was their pet.io



E i n a r a t t e n d e d B l a i r ' s o l d W e s t S c h o o l , w h i c h w a s o n t h e

same location as the present school,

available record of his attendance aththe City Superintendent
acodic-n^y

E i n a r a t t e n d e d t h e a o a d e m i O ' p o r t i o n

Dana College, which was high school level,

school year 1919-20 when he took classes in plane peometry, Danish Ilf
Agriculture, Modem History, and Retoric.

him was one year later when he took Physical Geography, Danish

H o w e v e r t h e r e w a s n o

1 9o f S c h o o l ' s o f fi c e . o f

H e a t t e n d e d d u r i n g t h e

T h e n e x t r e c o r d o f

Literature, Danish III, German I,Botany, and English History in
D(X\rlr\a *fh^

.Thoro i te- 'a blonl fesof two years s

during which ti^ne he took these courses at Blair High School;
Algebra, Civics, English, Latin and Manual Training. Outing
the summer of 1924 he took acourse in American Li terature at

D^a. His final year vnxi at Dana was 1924-1925 when he enrolled
in English Literature, Advanced Arithmetic, y. S. History, Danish
111 & IV, and B ib le S tudy,

Registar of Dana College, there is no record of Einar taking any
courses at the regular 6r normal college.

the school year of 1921-T922

2Qi.- . » i c - ' ■ ;
,According to Dr. Elmer Rasmussen,

2 1

Einar graduated on May 29th, 1925, at eight p, m. in the

The class m6tto/was SjOfervetthe LordD a n a C o l l e g e A u d i t o r i u m ,

w i t h G l a d n e s s , " The other twelve students of his graduating

class were Alvina E. Blondo, Arlo R. Clausen, Ruth I. Carter,
Philip T, Hansen, Ester E. Jensen, Knud E. Larsen, Christian
F. Christensen, Ester K. Marcussen, Arthur F, Nelson, Carl A*
Nelson, Hedvig C, M, Nyholm and Gudmund Pedersen.

Einar and his brothers were avid basketball players
while they were at Dana.- The Washington County Review Herald
issue for March 2, 1950 reports that between 1919 and 1934 a

- 7 P
member of the Vig fcuaily played on the Dana basketuai toam

2 2

e v e r y s e a s o n w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e T 9 2 8 a n d 1 9 2 9 s e a s o n s .



member of the Uig family played on the Dana team every season

w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e 1 9 2 8 a n d 1 9 2 9 s e a s o n s ,

s i x b r o t h e r s p l a y e d f o l T t h e t e a m ,

w a s C l e m e n s w h o w a s a f o r w a r d .

A t o t a l o f

T h e fi r s t t o p l a y f o r D a n a

H e w a s f o l l o w e d b y E l i , a c e n t e r ,

E ina r, a fo rward and l ong sho t a r t i s t , and C la rence , A rnd t , and

V i c t o r . 2 3 A n o t h e r a r t i c l e t h a t p a p e r r e v e a l e d t h e b a s k e t b a l l

p r o w e s s o f t h e V i g b r o t h e r s .

! !

The Dana coach had an open date on

the schedule in 1928 and decided to chal lenge the Vig brothers

f o r s o m e p r a c t i c e . W h e n t h e V i g b r o t h e r s w e r e a s k e d i f t h e y

would be wi l l ing to p lay the Dana cagers they stated, "Sure,

we wil l be ready any t ime you want to play us." The sharp

shoot ing Vig quintet defeated the Dana varsi ty team 6? to 11.

On March 21, 1929 Peder S/frensen Vig died,
con t i nued teach ing un t i l l ess tha i ^ ayea r be fo re ,

the age of 7^ he had been ill for some time.^^
h i s f a t h e r ' s l a s t f e w m o n t h s t

Father was always amet iculous bookkeeper.
T h e f a c t t h a t t h e l a s t e n t r i e s h e m a d e i n h i s
r e c o r d a r e d a t e d O c t o b e r 5 # 1 9 2 8 i s i n d i c a t i v e
o f h i s phys i ca l dec l i ne . I t was becoming i nc reas¬
i n g l y d i f fi c u l t f o r h i m t o w r i t e , y e s , e v e n t o
write his own name. He was no longer able to
v is i t the g rocer, the bu tcher and the baker the
fi r s t o f e v e r y m o n t h a n d p a y h i s b i l l s . T h a t
fell to my lot.^°

The dea th o f h i s f a the r deep l y a f f ec ted E ina r. A l t hough

h e h a d f e l t t h a t h i s f a t h e r w a s o v e r l y s t r i c t w i t h h i m a s a

ch i ld and boy, E inar had adeep, ab id ing respect and love

f o r h i s f a t h e r. H e d e v o t e d y e a r s t o t h e w r i t i n g o f a b i o g r a p h y

o f h i s f a t he r, AB iog raphy o f ^V ig . o f wh i ch t he Dan i sh
version was comple!|;ed in September, 1932« Einar expressed

- 8 -
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his feeling concernifj^ his father in the foreward of the books
I t h a s b e e n a r a r e p r i v i l e g e a n d v e r y

insp i r ing to work w i th Vig , be he pas to r,
teacher or historian, child, youth of man. Only
a s a f a t h e r d i d h e b e c o m e d i f fi c u l t t o w r i t e
about, for then memories croWed through my
though ts , t he t ea rs flowed f r ee l y a t t imes ,

!b u t t h e w o r d s w o u l d n o t c o m e f o r t h . I h o p e t h e .
r e a d e r s w i l l u n d e r s t a n d , a n d b e a r w i t h m e ,
in that respect.2?

After the death of h is father, Einar remained at home

with h is mother and the younger chi ldren,

s t e a d y j o b , r a t h e r h e w a s a “ j a c k - o f - a l l - t r a d e s ,

t h e c h i c k e n b u s i n e s s f o r s o m e t i m e .

E i n a r n e v e r h a d a

H e w a s ’ i n

I n A p r i l , 1 9 2 8 h e c o m p l e t e d

a3^ lesson course on poultry farming conducted by the National

2 8

2 9P o u l t r y I n s t i t u t e . However l^e was not very successful one
y e a r a n d l o s t a l l h i s c h i c k e n s t o a d i s e a s e f o r w h i c h a t t h a t

t i m e t h e r e w a s n o m e t h o d o f c o n t r o l .
b c c c t

as a farmer, accord ing to h is bro l iher Clemens Vig, as the

he attempted farming were drought years,

e l e c t r i c i a n a n d h a d a fl a i r f o r a n y t h i n g m e c h a n i c a l .

Clemens descr ibed his brother Einar as aman wi th st rong

l i k e s a n d d i s l i k e s a n d a s a m a n w h o " f o u n d i t a w f u l h a r d t o w o r k

w i t h o t h e r p e o p l e . "

H e w a s a l s o u n s u c c e s s f u l

y e a r s

E i n a r w a s a l s o a n

3 0

3 1 E i n a r f o u n d i t e a s i e s t t o w o r k f o r p e o p l e

who wou ld l eave h im a lone to h i s own me thods . R o n a l d V i g , h i s

nephew, descr ibed Einar in th is manner, "He was stubborn, i f

he wanted to do it this way and somebody else wanted to do it

the i r way, he wou ld say, am go ing to do i t my way or* fo rget
i t . * H e h a d a m i n d o f h i s o w n a n d w h e n h e s e t h i s m i n d t o s o m e ¬

t h i n g I t e l l y o u i t t o o k a s t r i n g o f m u l e s a n d e v e r y t h i n g e l s e t o
■■'V

get him> to change, his mind because he wasn't going to do it."^
l\v> .

I .

- 9 -
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C l e m e n s V i g f e l t t h e w o r k t h a t E i n a r " l i k e d t h e

b e s t a n d p r o b a b l y d i d t h e b e s t a t w a s c a r p e n t e r w o r k , "

One place where Einar found employment to his l iking was with

Char les Gaydou, owner and opera to r o f the Gaydou and Brown;

H d t c h e r y a n d P o u l t r y F a r m , a t t h e f o o t o f C o l l e g e H i l l o n 2 3 r d

S t r e e t , E i n a r d e v e l o p e d a c l o s e f r i e n d s h i p w i t h " C h a r l i e "

Gaydou and of ten worked for him in construct ion work. He helped

build many buildings at the hatchery* among them were range

h o u s e s a n d t u r k e y r o o s t s . M u c h o f t h e t i m e h e w o u l d w o r k b y

himsel f because that was what he preferred. The neighborhood

b o y s l i k e d t o b e a r o i m d w h e n C h a r l i e w a s w o r k i n g b u t " t h e r e w a s

n o f o o l i s h n e s s a r o u n d E i n a r a n d h e d i d n * t a p p r o v e o f h a v i n g a n y

y o u n g s t e r s m o n k e y i n g a r o u n d w h e n h e w a s w o r k i n g . I t w a s a l l

b u s i n e s s w i t h h i m , "

3 3

3 4

E i n a r e n j o y e d g a m e s s u c h a s p i n o c h l e , b r i d g e , a n d

F o r m a n y y e a r s E i n a r3 5h o r s e s h o e s , a n d w a s a l s o a fi n e g o l f e r ,

was amember of abridge club which met weekly, roThemembecss

w e r e C h a r l i e G a y d o u , C a r l C h r i s t e n s e n , k n o w n a s " K i n g C a r l , "

w h o w a s a l \ m i b e r m a n , a n d P, V, H a n s e n , t h e s o n o f C , X , H a n s e n ,

Einar*s prov^ess as agolfer is reflected by his reaction At
The event was repor ted in the fo l lowing

36

m a k i n g a h o l e - i n - o n e ,

n e w s c l i p p i n g !

HOLE-IN-ONE DOESN'T EXCITE BLAIR GOLFER*
E I N A R V I G S T A Y S C O O L

O c t , 1 5 - A r t h u r J o h n s o n a u i d
E i n a r V i g , p l a y i n g g o l f o n t h e l o c a l l i n k s ,
a p p r o a c h e d t h e s e c o n d h o l e , a . 9 8 - y a r d p i t c h
u p h i l l , V i g u s e d h i s n v b l i c k ^ a h d t h e b a l l h a d
e y e s o n l y f o r t h e h o l e , d r o p p i n g o u t o f s i g h t ,

A f o r m e r a t h l e t e , V i g i s n o t e d f o r h i s
c o o l n e s s . F r i e n d s a s k e d J o h n s o n o f h i s r e a c t i o n .

B l a i r , N e b ! f

- 1 0 -



Did he get excited?
T'n J o h n s o n . " H e J u s t s a i d , ' W e l l ,
t'he'nS^ber^hrU ?ee!:-^7"'’" < >
Einar was also quite proficient in the s p o r t o f

!An article from the Pilot Tribune of September 5,
1932 reported that ateam of horseshoe tossers from Blair,
called the Blair Chamber of Commerce team,

h o r s e s h o e s

o f w h i c h E i n a r
w a s a m e m b e r d e f e a t e d

league in atournament at Blair,

1029 points against 1016 points for the
team won 14 out of the 25 fifty point matches
The other members of the Blair team-
Japp, Frank Colgan, and Kenneth West.38

an all star team from the Omaha horseshoe
The Blair team had A'ftotal of

O m a h a n s , T h e B l a i r

that were played,!
were Char l ie Gaydou, Wi l l

Einar was always an avid gardener,
home lawn and garden
trees were tr immed

or any th ing ,
w a s

He kept the Vig

so that "it was just perfect, all the
up around, no grass was growing up the trees

In the Cappers Farmer from April I939 there
an article regarding Einar*8 farming efforts 1

WHAT KILLED BINDWEED
patch of bindweed in Einar

viLI C o u n t y , N e b r a s k a . T h evines entwined plants with erect tops and smothered
whether cucumbers could

cope with the Jenny. He planted them thick and hadaheavy growth of vines and agood crop of cukesonly one bindweed pW, warfoSir*Vig is unable to explain why,^®
In 1936 Einar, his mother, ihadoDlemens took atrip to

California. It was the first time that Einar had
from the Nebraska

been away

They left in September and returneda r e a .

in January, The trip took them «l Montana and then they f
- 1 1 -



located lMrs . Vig 's bro ther 's grave near Spokane, Washington.

A f t e r v i s i t i n g R u t h , E i n a r ' s s i s t e r, n o w M r s . A l b e r t O l s o n o f

Caldwel l , Washington, they t raveled down throygh Port land and

Eugene Oregon to Ca l i f o rn ia t o v i s i t E l i V ig , t he i r b ro the r and

C l e m e n s r e m i n i s c e d a b o u t t h es o n , o f F r e s n o , C a l i f o r n i a ,

j o u r n e y t

HetEinarl enjoyed the trip and then one day
he said that he was going home. He just up and
said, *I am going home.* He wanted to get back and
he got back hbre in one of the biggest snow storms
they had al l winter. We went to the Rose Bowl and
saw Pittsburg and Washington play in the Rose Bowl,
saw the Rose Parade and I th ink i t was acouple o f
days after that he said he was ready to go.^1
Einar made h is l ive l ihood f rom many sources. One impor tant

o n e w a s t h e s a l e o f h i s f a t h e r ' s l i b r a r y. W i t h t h e d e a t h o f

Einar's father. Reverend P.* S. Vig, the family was left with his
extensive and valuable library, rich in the areas of theology and
t h e r o l e o f t h e D a n e s i n A m e r i c a . I t w a s R e v e r e n d V i g ' s h o p e

that he would be able to donate the l ibrary to the seminary

but pressing financial conditions prevented him from doing so.
However he did t h a t t h e s c h o o l s h o u l d h a v e t h e fi r s t

cho ice in the purchase o f books f rom the l ib rary. The s in iod

was only able to grant $400 toward the purchase of bookd and the
Arrangements were made so thatseminary acqui red what i t cou ld ,

two o f the younger sons, pa id the i r co l lege tu i t ion in books
4 2 During January and February of 1931

Einar made arrangements for the sale of books about the Danish

immigrants and emigration, to the Dan-America Archives Society,

headquarters in Chicago, I l l inois^ This society was the
- 1 2 -
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the American representative for the Dahish-Aznerican Archives

which was establ ished in Aalborg, Denmark, E inar corresponded

with J, Christian Bay, l ibrarian at the John Crerar Library in

Chicago regarding the purchase of the books,

1931 Einar received acheck for $550 for the Vig manuscripts
These were then sent over to the l ibrary in Aalborg,

I n F e b r u a r y o f

a n d b o o k s .

^ 3D e n m a r k ,

With the coming of war in Europe Einar registered for

the draft on October I6, 1940, He registered in Blair and was

described as white with blue eyes, blonde hair, light complexion,

being 6*0” in height, and weighing 155 pounds,

inducted A^rils2Sv :< i?42 .at ;Fort.v^^^^^ ± h t o r t h o : s u n n y
W i t i i r i t h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t o W o r l d W a r I I ,

noodmCar^manpowoF, At the time Einar was 37 years

old,and his occupation was listed as^teamster. He was then
sent to the Air Corps Technical School at Lowry Field in Denver,

H e a t t e n d e d

■■ / ’

4 4 E i n a r > w a s !ti-cL

*'>1

«45Co lo rado , E ina r *s spec ia l i t y was “A rmore r 911«

the Air Forces Technical School and completed the coi i rse for

H i s C e r t i fi c a t e o faircraftf; armorers on December 5» 1952,

Proficiency reports that he graduated with a"very satisfactory"
4 6

rat ing and had afinal ra t ing of 86,1^

Clemens Vig recalled his visits to Einar at Lowry Fields
W e l l n o w h e h a d a h a r d t i m e i n t h e A r m y, n o t

.about getting along, mostly he had atough time in
the army because he spent an awful lot of time in

sick bay, Iknow he had alot of trouble with his
t e e t h a l l o f h i s l i f e . H e s h o u l d o f h a d t h o s e
fi x e d . B u t I w a s o u t t o s e e h i m o u t a t L o w r y F i e l d ,
He was in the sick bay every time Icame out. He was|^„
and instructor on the giannery on these large pSLanes,

- 1 3 -



Einar was promoted to sfirgeant on April 1, 1943, However,
w i t h t h e t u r n o f t h e w a r f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h e n e e d f o r

the older manpower lessened and inducted personnel over 38

years of age were discharged, Einar was honorably d ischarged

f r o m a c t i v e d u t y s t a t u s o n J u n e 1 0 , 1 9 4 3 , H o w e v e r E i n a r

remained in the Enlisted Reserve Corps xmtil December 14, 1944

when he was givenf\an honorable discharge at the Seventh Service

Command Headquarters at Omaha, Nebraska,

On May 7# 1944 another significant event occurred in

Einar*s life with the death of his mother, Karen Oline Vig. At

the t ime of her death she was 69 years old. The cause of death

i s l i s t e d o n t h e d e a t h d e r t i fi c a t e a s v a l v u l a r h e a r t d i s e a s e ,

Einar had been close to his mother and was devoted to her,^^

4 8

4̂ . A f te r h is se rv ice in the a rmy E inar re tu rned to h is

f o r m e r m a n n e r o f l i f e .

!X

A l e t t e r f r o m B e n n e t , h i s h a l f - b r o t h e r

who worked for the Ledger-Enquirer in Columbus, Georgia, dated
February 19th, 1944, reveals some aspects of Einar*s lifei

I t was aco inc idence tha t my l e t t e r hop ing
that you would take up your old love -genealogy -
and yours asking me for Evjen's book, should cross
each o ther in the mai l , I *m happy to see that your
i n t e r e s t i n t h i s a v o c a t i o n h a s r e v i v e d 1 b u t I
sor ry that you asked me for that par t icu lar book.

As you wi l l probably remember Ispent my last
w in ter a t home in co l labora t ing w i th Father on h is
D a n s k e I K r i g , I n t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s w o r k w e u s e d
t h i s t e x t q u i t e f r e q u e n t l y . B e c a u s e o f t h i s i t i s
t h e m o s t v i v i d r e m i n d e r o f t h e t i m e w h e n I f e l t
c l o s e s t t o F a t h e r, I a m s p e a k i n g c o m p a r a t i v e l y h e r e
because imder h is f ron t o f gen ia l i t y. Fa ther was a
p e r s o n v e r y h a r d t o g e t n e x t t o .

However there is one book in h is l ib rary for
which Iwould trade and that is acopy of Holberg’s
Comed ie r, bound in red and go ld . I f you s t i l l have
this book forward it t6 me and ishall send you the
E v j e n , ^ *

- 1 4 -
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T h i s l e t t e r a g i i n r e v e a l s h o w E i n a r ' s f a t h e r h a d b e e n a

d i f fi c u l t m a n t o g e t c l o s e t o a n d t o h a v e a n i n t i m a t e

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h . I t a l s o m e n t i o n s g e n e a l o g y w h i c h w a s o n e o f

E i n a r ' s m a i n i n t e r e s t s a n d a v o c a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t h i s l i f e ,

E i n a r a l s o m a i n t a i n e d a n a c t i v e l i b r a r y o f D a n i s h b o o k s u n t i l

'he lef t the Yig home when i t was sold in 1957#

Af ter the war and the rap id increase in the s ize o f

Dana Collegê Einar was—begin taking on boarders from the
c o l l e g e , w h i c h i n c l u d e d f a c u l t y a n d s t u d e n t s . D r , C . C . M a d s e n

was one of the faculty members who stayed with Einar for awhile

with his fami ly. Dr. Madsen had first met Einar, when he came

Later when he ]^turned to Daiia
ht a\^4

) : i

t o D a n a i n t h e f a l l o f 1 9 2 7 #

when he got out of the Navy in 19^4A^is family resided with.
Einar for a few months. At thd t ime. Dana was bui ld ingADr.

ej n^i
Madsen4a>hou(>e . ^ .wh ioH*was no t fin i shed un t i l Ch r i s tmas o f 19^6 .

7
When the Madsen family arrived in June they roomed with Einar9

who had par t i t ioned o f f the s tudy and par t o f the .house fo r h is

- - o w n u s e . D r . M a d s e n a n d h i s w i f e , E & t 6 r * . l i v e d i n t h e r e s t o f

the house . They had the i r own housekeep ing p r i v i l eges . Dr.

M a d s e n d e s c r i b e d E i n a r ' s l i v i n g q u a r t e r s 1

H e w a s a n e a t h o u s e k e e p e r i n s p i t e o f t h e f a c t
t h a t h e l i v e d b y h i m s f e l f a n d j u s t l i v e d o n p e a n u t
b u t t e r . H e k e p t h i s h o u s e n e a t a n d c l e a n . H i s

r . : ? p x h e r ' s s t u d y, w h i c h w a s t h e s a c r e d p a r t o f t h e
} h o u s e , w a s : . i n t h e s o u t h w i n g . W h e n w e l i v e d t h e r e
h e w o u l d h o l e u p i n t h a t r o o m , h e h a d a c o t i n t h e r e '
and s lep t i n the re . There was ak i t chen on the wes t
and sort of apassageway between the house and the
s h e d w h i c h I g u e s s w a s k i n d o f a l e a n t o , a n d t h e r e
was asma l l k i t chen bes ides the regu la r k i t chen wh ich
we used.33

'Dr. Madsen expressed his view of Einar and of .the potentials
!which . »

Yd v/a:3 avor.y ir«tercstii:g I t w a s
o n e o f t h o r o t r a g e d i e s t h a t a p e r s o n w a s

.^ ‘ t re iaendously br i i l iunt ansi -g i f ted and coui ih t

52
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W h i c h E i n a r h a d i

H e w a s a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g p e r s o n . I t w a s
o n e o f t h o s e t r a g e d i e s t h a t a p e r s o n w h o w a s
t remendous ly b r i l l i an t and g i f ted and cou ld have
been agreat scholar and historian but he just 'chi
k i n d o f s a t t h e r e b y h i m s e l f a n d n e v e r g o t o u t
a n d n e v e r w e n t t o s c h o o l ! ! ! I h a v e a l w a y s
f e l t t h a t h e w a s a m a n w i t h a k e e n m i n d a n d
b r i l l i a n t a n d e s p e c i a l l y h i s t o r i c a l b e n t o f m i n d .
I t h i n k h e c o u l d h a v e b e e n a g r e a t s c h o l a r , a
g r e a t h i s t o r i a n i f h e h a d j u s t f o l l o w e d - t h
pattern and gotten out. He just lived.^

e

During the t ime' that the Madsens resided with Einar

they spent qu i te ab i t o f t ime w i th h im and go t we l l acqua in ted
'.'j.

w i t h h i m I

*

a ;

T h a t ’ s w h e n I h e a r d o f s o m e o f h i s p r o j e c t s
a n d c o n t r o v e r s i e s o f t h e c h u r c h . A n d i t w a s
interesting then, you know he was very much a
r e c l u s e a l l h i s l i f e a n d h e d i d n ’ t m i x s o c i a l l y
wi th anybody, but he would s i t at that house wi th
apair of field glasses and watch the students |go on across the campus up and down the hill. He ^
could spot just dozens and dozens of students.
He got to know them and of course he knew their
f a m i l i e s a n d k n e w t h e i r p a r e n t s w h e n t h e y w e r e
students here and fami ly h istory, maybe the church
they belonged to and if the pastor had studied
here. I t was jus t fan tas t ic how much he kept
a b r e a s t o f t h e l i f e o n t h e c a m p u s e v e n t h o u g h h e
never came to any act ivi t ies and never went out
s o c i a l l y. H e s p e n t q u i t e a b i t o f h i s t i m e e v e n
then d igg ing up o ld church records, and wr i t ing
histor ies and working on this genealogy and so on. 5 5

Einar worked at avariety of jobs during the time that the
D r . M a d s e n c o n fi r m e d t h e e a r l i e rM a d s e n s r e s i d e d \ i ^ i t h h i m .

opinions of Clemens and Hon Vig regarding Einar ’s at t i tude

t o w a r d w o r k i

He was the k ind of person that d idn ’ t l ike
to be d isc ip l ined and he d idn ’ t l i ke to be :
reg imen te^ed . He d idn ’ t wan t anybody to te l l
h i m w h a t t o d o a n d h o w t o d o i t . H e h a d h i s
won way of doing it. He set his own discipline*
In some ways he d isc ip l ined h imsel f rather

. x m c n

- I f



I
I t h i n kstrifrtly and in other ways he didn t.

that 's the main reason he
ajoh? he wasn't lazy but he liked to set his

h o u r s a n d d o i t h i s o w n w a y.o w n

Einar would pick up odd jobs whenever he felt like it.
worked as abutcher and would often help a

H e

farmer butcher h is

o t h e r o c c u p i k t i o n s .

did Einar did it his own way and on
He also worked as acarpenter among. h o g s *

But regardless of what he
56h i s o w n t i m e s c h e d u l e .

Einar had avery simple life style,

seeing Einar in asuit dnly fourvior
t h a t h e k n e w h i m .

peanut butter and white bread.

Dr. Madsen recal led

five times the entire t ime

Einar just wore simple overalls and lived
occasions he wouldO n r a r e

o n

57make up ameat dish.
P a s t o rEinar took on other boarders over the years,

his wife and his wife'sF. W. Thomsen, of Dana College,

mother resided with Eiiar for^^Atime before and after the death
p;itinT~ also had several students stay witho f E i n a r * s m o t h e r ,

h i m a f t e r W o r l d W a r

resu l ted in ashor tage in dorm rooms,

stayed with Einar was my father, John Thomas Beck,
with Einar for several years and was

II when the rapid increase in enrollment
Among the students that

He Stayed

to develop adeep and close
58

f r i e n d s h i p w i t h E i n a r.
best described the bond between Einar

the kind of person that Einar

He would accept him with his own

Dr. Madsen pe rhaps

* * Yo u r d a d w a sand my father i

wou ld app rec ia te a l o t .

idiosyncrasies and Iam

for your dad." My father wrotd later concemipg Einari
positive t̂hat Einar had alot of respect

- 1 7 -



Einar was to me agood friend and one of
the most s t r ik ing people Ihave ever known,
perhaps because he was abom noncomformist
who cared, or seemed to care , l i t t le fo r what
people thojught of him. His personHidiosyncrasies
are leg ion, but o thers e i ther accepted h im on
h i s o w n t e r m s o r h e w o u l d h a v e a s l i t t l e a s
p o s s i b l e t o d o w i t h t h e m . I n s h o r t - E i n a r
!did his own th ing* -and th is may wel l be the
reason Ipersonal ly l iked h im so very much. He
was honest, direct and rarely *played games*
w i t h o t h e r
o f t e n w h y.

You knew where you stood andl 6

My father continued his friendship with Einar throughout
A s a y o u n g g i r l I c a nt h e m a n y y e a r s a f t e r h e l e f t D a n a ,

remember my father going off to town to visit some old man

(Einar) each year when we itfrvi^ed Blair.
Einar was also extremely interested in the Old West.

Einar had read all of G r e y ' s b o o k s a n d h a d a f a i r l y

V i ?

;! ’S

complete collection of them which included afew first editions
of Zane Grey's works.

As6 1 .a lnn agreat ddmirer o f Zane
axA.̂ rViov't.6 2 E i n a r t r a c e d t h e B a n e

Among'-his papers at the

G r e y

’Gkpey family back many generations.

Nebraska Historical Society, he«*had aletter from B5rs* Zane

Grey dated April 7, 1939 regarding his genealogical research
into the ancestory of the Zane Grey family.

Einar also had agreat interest in lost gold mines and

hidden t reasure. Ron Vig recal led Einar 's in terest i "Everyth ing

about the Old V/est intrigued him 100^ and he was always looking

into it. He was trying to know as much as he possibly could
about i t . That was o\ i r dream. We were always going to go out

and find the Lost Dutchman Mine. He knew where it was at."

Among the personal papers and scrapbooks that Einar left were
- 1 8 -
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many neWspApert clippongs and articles regarding lost treasure
and gold mines, such as the Cocos Island in the Pacific Ocean
off the coast o f Costa Rica, which is the supposed locat ion o f

pirate treasure. Another example of the articles is one regarding
asuitcase which John Dillinger is reputed to have buried near

c.o|Icc dctM J
Little Bohemia, Wisconsin with $200,000 in it. Einar^eft
many other clippings and articles regarding the Old West, They
i n c l u d e d a r t i c l e s s u c h a s " E n d o f t h e I n d i a n M e n a c e " f r o m t t h e

Magazine o f the Mid lands which recounts the forgot ten Bat t le o f

A r i c k e e . A n o t h e r a r t i c l e w a s " S c u l p t u r e s o f S t o n e , " a b o u t t h e

h o m e o f t h e N a v a j o s i n M o n u m e n t Va l l e y.

Einar also appears to have had some interest in prominent

65

Many articles in his scrapbook concern eminent
One of his scrapbooks contains;!

k i d n a p p i n g s ,

k i d n a p p i n g c a s e s o f h i s t i m e ,

the front page of *^The Omaha Sunday f o r J u n e 1 , 1 9 2 4 , w h i c h

kiillijig uikd* Jiidriair*4iyhich
college boys, sons of mil l ionarie famil ies, carr ied off and

t w o— ! r e l a t e s t h e s t o r y o f t h e P r a n k s

T h e r e i s a l s o ak i l l e d a f o u r t e e n y e a r o l d b o y f o r r a n s o m ,

story concerning the Mattson child kidnapping which also relates

t h e t a l e s o f o t h e r c h i l d k i d n a p p i n g s .
6 6

Einar remained at the Vig home on Col lege Hi l l dur ing

Dur ing 1950 he imder took anew p ro jec t -

writing amonthly family newsletter under the heading of Vig
Excerpts in Einar*s own words indicate his

m o s t o f t h e fi f t i e s .

M e m o r i a l A r c h i v e s ,

a c t i v i t i e s t h a t y e a r t

June 20, 1950 -By th is t ime next mohth the m
r a s p b e r r i e s w i l l b e fi l l i n g m y t i m e , I h o p e . T h e

.reds were hurt badly by the winter so the crop may

- 1 9 -
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be abit short but the blacks are loaded to the hilt,
July 17, 1950 -The berry crop isn’t too heavy,

the reds ripening very unevenly, but‘;they keep me on
the go just the same, Ihave several girls picking
now, but have to pitch and break my back once in a
w h i l e t o g e t t h e j o b d o n e b y n o o n ,

August 17, 1950 -The berry business wasn’t
too good this year but now I’m working at carpentry,
painting, etc, and may have five students staying
w i t h m e t h i s w i n t e r ,

November 20, 1950 -Here all is usual, except
perhaps that Clem is showing some improvement now
t h a t h e h a s s t o r e t e e t h t o g e t a c q u a i n t e d w i t h , I

)? finished the Mayor^s garage last Saturday without
getting my fingers frozen, thank you, and am now
at home, hoping to get my corn harvested, if the
b lanket o f snow we got yes terday w i l l k ind ly
disappear. Incidentally, I’ll be getting new store
teeth tomarrow, i f al l goes well , after raising hob
with VA and other with the help of aSenator, Igot

f fi c e r s i n a r e c e n tmore ac t ion f rom VA and Serv i ce .0
m o n t h t h e n I ’ v e h a d i n 5 y e a r s ,

Einar used to ship his raspberries to Sio\nc City and had
E i n a r h a d h i s s h a r e o f l a b o ra v a r i e t y o f c u s t o m e r s i n B l a i r ,

troubles as he fo\md it difficult to. get someone ^t|o pick the
” A n d t h e n h i s c u s t o m e r sberr ies and not just p ick the easy ones,

sometimes would say that they didn’t want the berries justiiat
t h a t t i m e . O f c o u r s e t h e b e r r i e s d o n ’ t w a i t f o r t h e c u s t o m e r s

then he would be sitt ing there with abunch of berries, I

!iiCaemena Vi^ can remember him getting up in the middle of the
'night tosort them out to keep them from spoiling,

g r i e f w i t h t h o s e b e r r i e s , "

s o

H e h a d m o r e

A s a l a s t r e s o r t a m a n n a m e d G u s t e n s o n

who was also in the berry business owned aflat truck and would
A t t h i s t i m ehau l t he be r r i es down to Omaha and pedd le them,

there was no avai lab le method of preserv ing the berr ies,
6 8

C l e m e n s r e c a l l e d t h e y e a r s i n t h e fi f t i e s a f t e r h e

returned to Blalri "In all the years that Iwas back here, in the
. - 2 0 -



1950*3 ^ couldn't get hint to go out with me at all.; I
t r ied to get h im to go out .

But̂ he would go to Mary's house'̂ ^ his sister-in-law) and
He wouldn't even go out to Sunday

d i n n e r ,

he would go to Vi’s house[ Vi Anderson, along time friend and
He used Ito go hunting withneighbor^ and other places like that.

'Jim^ Andersont »he used to go pheasant hunting with other parties
He liked that but he was just painfully shy ino u t i n t h e s t a t e .

69
You couldn't get him to go to social functions.**

Ron Vig's earliest recollections of Einar are when Einar
. t h e p u b l i c .

would come down for Sunday dinner to the home of his brother>
Einar used to have an old Model A

R o n r e c a l l e d , * * E i n

. C l a r e n c e V i g , R o n ' s f a t h e r,

w h i c h h e w o u l d d r i v e d o w n f r o m t h e c o l l e g e ,

used to take me out and show me h is car.

the wheel and he would say 'Watch out for cars, Ron. !
. I

and Ron were quite close especially after the death of Ron
father. Clarence, who at the time of his death in September 1956

the County School Superintendent of Schools and who av one time!.> ' ^ I *

had been the mayor of Blair.

I u s e d t o p l a y b e h i n d

E i n a r

! s

« 7 0
! if-;

w a s

7 1
i - h .

Ron described the Vig home on College Hilli
I. I I i 1 - i . ■ . I

Iremember Iwould be going straight south
going into* the lane, 6ff‘to'my right would be
acornfield, that cut back west and then south
again. ‘Then*there was A'horseshoe pitching
deal, abig, old mound of hay and then there was
abam and acouple of small terraces and stuff.*
Then o f f t o t he l e f t t he re was a row o f t r ees , w i t h

big sycamore tree right before you get to the
house. There was an old creamery that Einar used
to use for aworkshop tacked on the house on the
west w i th as idewalk runn ing f rpm east to west
going out to the bam. There were two small
terraces going up. There were sweet peas, Einar
had all kinds of sweet peas up there just growing
everywhere. Then you would go on up tl^ the orchard,

- 2 1 -
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T h e r e w e r e a l l k i n d s o f a p p l e s a n d b e r r i e s a n d
r a s p b e r r i e s , I r e m e m b e r t h e l i b r a r y a n d a l l t h o s e
b o o k s , t h o u s a n d s o f b o o k s i n t h e r e . I t w a s m y
g r a n d p a ' s l i b r a r y a n d a g o o d p o r t i o n w e r e s t i l l
t h e r e w h e n I w a s t h e r e , b e c a u s e I
there and just sit and look up,72
E i n a r w o r k e d o n t h e B u i l d i n g s a n d G r o u n d s S t a f f o f

Dana Co l lege fo r a few years a f te r 1956 , \mder the d i rec t ion

o f M r , S n o w b e c k ,

u s e d t o g o i n

( '

7 3 E i n a r w o r k e d t h e r e f o r a w h i l e u n t i l 1 9 5 7

!w h e n h e m o v e d t o t h e B l a i r a i r p o r t fi f t e r t h e d a l e o f t h e V i g

E i n a r h a d d i f fi c u l t i e s w h e n h e w o r k e d . f o r t h e c o l l e g e

because o f h i s i nd i v idua l i t y and h i s i ns i s tence on work ing h i s

own hours and using his own methods of doing things.

In 1957» under President C, C, Madsen, Dana College

undertook amassive expansion program Which included the purchase

of the Vig pro i>er ty,

co l l ege t o pu rchase t he V ig p rope r t y ea r l i e r i n t he f am i l y

! n e w s l e t t e r I

h o m e .

74

7 5 E i n a r h a d e x p r e s s e d a d e s i r e f o r t h e

Apr i l 18 , 1950 -Las t Sa tu rday even ing . Dad 's
present successor as Dean of Tr in i ty Seminary,
R e v , T h e o J e n s e n , w h o i n c i d e n t a l l y , i s a s o n o f t h e
m a n w h o w a s D a d ' s s u c c e s s o r a s P r e s , o f D a n a a n d T S
i n 1 9 0 5 , p a i d m e a v i s i t . H e c o m e s a r o u n d t w o o r
t h r e e t i m e s a y e a r a n d I e n j o y h i s v i s i t s . T h i s t i m e
he sa id , among o ther th ings , tha t h is fami ly i s a
b i t c r o w d e d i n t h e i r p r e s e n t h o m e ( t h e fi r s t fl o o r
o f a two-s to ry house tha t Dad owned b r iefly in 1905) t
I t h e n t o l d h i m t h a t I h a d l o n g h a r b o r e d t h e n o t i o n
t h a t o u r o l d h o m e s h o u l d o n e d a y b e t h e o f fi c i a l
home of Dad's successors at TS but to date the powers
t h a t b e a t t h e s c h o o l h a v e n ' t s e e n fi t t o m a k e a n
o f f e r o r e v e n t a l k s e n s e a b o u t a c q u i r i n g t h i s
p r o p e r t y , e v e n t h o u g h t h e y f r e e l y a d m i t t h e y ' d l i k e
t o h a v e i t ,
n o a u t h o r i t y a s f a r a s a c q u i r i n g p r o p e r t y
so only t ime wi l l te l l .76

However, the col lege acquired the property only to sel l the house

and have i t moved o f f f the p roper ty, Ery in Larson was the
- 2 2 -
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purchaser of the Vig home and he had it moved down to Park
Street in Blair and converted it into an apartment house.
Einar was overheard to comment as he gazed at his old home,

h 7 7" I h a v e n o r e g r e t s .

In November, 1957 Einar moved out to the Blair airport.
He had an apartment outw h i c h i s l o c a t e d n o r t h o f t h e t o w n .

at the airport and golf course complex and worked as ahandyman
I t w a s w h i l e h e w a s o u t a t t h ea n d t o o k c a r e o f t h e g r e e n s ,

airport that he burned an old Danish pump organ which had been
i n t h e f a m i l y f o r y e a r s i

He was out at the airport when he burned the
organ. It was afantastic work of art. It was an
organ with foot pedals and all the knobs you pull
o u t . I t h a d l i t t l e r a c k s f o r n i c k - n a c k s a l l t h e
way Tup and down the,sides. It was all hand-carved.
You were supposed to have apump to turn the crank
o n i t b u t h e r a n i t w i t h h i s v a c u u m c l e a n e r. I t
was all in Danish. He came into town one day and
said "I burned the organ today." I';^ Ron Vig) daid

i::bumed the organ today," he said,
"nobody to give it to and Ididn't have any room
for it, all the memories and everything should
just go up in smoke."7°

W h a t ?

Einar cared little for monetary gain and had so much sentiment

and memories in that organ that he felt that destroying the old

Danish organ would be better thaA selling it as amere piece of

Einar remained t h e a i r p J t u n i t l i 9 6 0 w h e n h e

out because of the poor insulation of his apprtment during

At that time he moved to^the Good Shephard

f u r n i t u r e .

t h e c o l d w i n t e r .

7 9H o m e i n B l a i r .

!

At the Good ̂ Shepherd Home Einar lived in the old white
Vi

— 2 3 -



house on the corner of Wright and 22nd Street that the Home

F o r a w h i l e h e h a d a r o o m i n t h e

M r s . J o h a n s e n , w h o

w a s o r i g i n a l l y s t a r t e d i n .

b a s e m e n t b u t t h e n h e m o v e d u p s t a i r s ,

wo rked a t t he Home reca l l ed t he E ina r neve r wan ted t he r t ^ t o

dust his room or clean it in any way, and that he kept his room

up and was "such anice housekeeper." Mrs. Johansen said that
E ina r was aw i l l i ng worke r and desc r ibed h i s j ob i

He was the handyman there. We had. quite a
garden a t tha t t ime. He took care o f tha t and the
fl o w e r s . B u t i f w e a s k e d h i m t o d o s o m e t h i n g a n d
h e d i d n ' t t h i n k i t s h o u l d b e d o n e t h a t w a y h e d i d n ' t
do it. He had good ideas of his own, so that didn't
bother us too much. We just let him go ahead,gwelllike putting out flowers and things like that.
Einar spent most of his free time in studjring, iredding

and‘Working on his genealogical projects. Einar didn't care

f o r t e l e v i s i o n a n d t h o u g h t i t w a s a w a s t e o f t i m e . E i n a r g o t

along well with everyone at the Home as long as they left him
a l o n e a n d l e t h i m d o w h a t h e w a n t e d t o d o . R o n V i g u s e d t o

v i s i t E i n a r f r e q u e n t l y. E i n a r l e f t t h e H o m e a f t e r a f e w y e a r s

as there were too many people around for him.
8 0 R o n r e c a l l e d
(jlc.Ctdc'Cl +b mov/c Hov//*iq,

that it was in the summer of 19^3 that Einar ‘movedr-afTi^e-had
.* r ' t

■A .

been discontented for awhilâ arid̂ ''«the»»v.alJiM î&'̂ *®«̂ uĉ ^u j a g✓» ! I n c e l '
t h a t

»

he was going to concentratem o v e n g . E i n a r

o n t h i n g s t h a t h e w a n t e d t o d o f o r h i m s e l f .

Einar moved to asmall white house at 2?2 North 2ist ^
4hC'rw ^fti''t n f t

H e l i v e d t h e r e a l o n e u n t i l h i s d e a t h . ’ E t o a p c o n t i n u e d

8 2

S t r e e t ,

h i s s i m p l e l i f e s t y l e ,

shirt.^ Einar would always eat ̂ ippy peanut butter, cheese
H e j u s t w o r e b i b o v e r a l l s w i t h a b l u e

sandwhihhesaand sugar cookies*, and* he liked his coffee to be

- 2 4 -



His co t tage was loca ted r igh t nex t171/4 coffee and 3/4 milk,
to the ra i l road t racks and whenever a t ra in would pass by the

noise would drown«!# out all attempts at conversation. Einar

rather enjoyed the sound of the train and would often wake up

in .thB middle of the night and listen to the train go by and
E i n a r m a i n t a i n e d t h e! th ink flwhi le and then go back to s leep,

railroad <;ight-of-way so that it looked like agarden,
had aset of horseshoe pits located on the right-of-way and used

H e a i l s o

to play quite frequently. He always kept his yard immaculately
clean and g r o o m e d . 83

Af te r E ina r moved ove r to Nor th 21s t S t ree t he «S | [>en t the

majority of his efforts toward his genealogical work. A|b this
time he owned a1936 Plymouth and’ iDina^ used to take Ron Vig

out to the country roads and teach him to drive. Einar used
t o h a v e R o n d r i v e o u t t o a l l o f t h e o l d c e m e t e r i e s i n t h e c o u n t y .

j

"That ’s why Ican te l l you where the cemeter ies are^at because
A t t h e c e m e t e r i e s I w a st h a t ' s w h e r e I l e a r n e d t o d r i v e t o .

keeping notes for him, writing down all those names and stuff.
H e w o u l d l o o k b a c k i n a b o o k h e h a d t h e r e a n d s a y, ' w e l l w e h a v e

,to go to ?jhis next cemetery and you can drive to the next one.'
Ibet we logged 500 miles Just driving out of Blair,
r e a l b r a v e t h e r e f o r a w h i l e , w e w o u l d t a k e o f f a n d g o a d v e n t u r i n g

We got

into, another country But it was real interesting for me too."
Later after Ron got his license he used to go driving with Einar

Einar would want to go to acer ta in cemetery soon Sundays .

Ron would drive him out there and then they would go fishing on
8 4

the way back .

- 2 5 -
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E i n a r m a i n t a i n e d h i s i n d e p e n d e n c e . C l e m e n s V i g

remembered t ry ing to conv ince E inar to fi le fo r Soc ia l Secur. i t y i

He was so Independent that he didn't even
w a n t t o a p p l y f o r h i s S o c i a l S e c u r i t y. W e l l , I
s a i d , !E i n a r , t h e y h a v e t a k e n m o n e y o u t o f y o u r
c h e c k i i g h t a l o n g . ' ' W e l l , ' h e s a i d , ' I d o n ' t
want the government nos ing in my bus iness. ' I
sa id , 'Why be foo l i sh about i t? Why don ' t you
gopand get i t? ' And that was af ter he was

‘sixty-twb. That was when he was sixty-five and
I to ld h im , 'Why don ' t you take i t a t s i x t y«^ two
a n d y o u c a n g o b a c k f o r t w o y e a r s , a n d g e t t h a t

h a d a n a w f u l t i m e c o n v i n c i n g h i mb a c k p a y . '
t o d o t h a t . ^

Einar had astrong Christian faith. John Beck described

Einar 's fa i th In these words , "He was adeep ly Chr is t ian man.
> « j X i

whose faith was so personal that he could not even abide jnibl io

Dr* C . C« Madsen agreed w i th
8 6

w o r s h i p i n h i s l a t e r y e a r s « "

th i s op in ion and h lso desc r ibed an inc iden t wh ich ind ica te^

Einar 's love for the hymns of the church i

g rea t lover o f ‘ the : , hymns o f the
’Estbr Madsen ‘used to play the

H e w a s a
c h u r c h . S h e |
orgaui qu i te h 'b i t down here at ^ i rs t Lutheran.
S h e p l a y e d f o r t h e s e r v i c e f o r C l o w n , C l a r e n c e ,
t h a t ' s M a r y ' s h u s b a n d , a n d l a t e r E i n a r w r o t e
h e r a n o t e a n d a s k e d h e r i f h e c o u l d h a v e t h e

. ^ n a m e s o f t h e h y m n s t h a t s h e p l a y e d a t t h e
s e r v i c e . . A n d t h e r e h e w a s a g a i n i n d i c a t i n g
h is ‘ love fo r the hymns espec ia l l y o f the Dan ish
chu rch . I t h i nk he was a l so the t ype o f man
who had his own unique brand of devot ional* l i fe*
!You very seldom saw him in church except ysry

o c c a s i o n a l l y f o r a f u n e r a l . W e l l j u s t h i s
b i b l i c a l s t u d i e s w o u l d i n d i c a t e t h a t h e h a d
h i s o w n d e v o t i o n a l l i f e a n d I a m s u r e t h a t i t
was ,a deep, so l id one . ” '

♦^

E i n a r a l s o h a d f o u n d w h a t h e f e l t w a s t h e l o c a t i o n o f M t . S i n a i

through correspondence with the Middle East and intense study of
th. Bible.®®

In 195^ E inar pub l ished a .pamphle t en t i t led Persona l B ib le

y



f

S tud ies . He had i t p r in ted a t the Lu theran Pub l i sh ing House,

200 South F i f th S t ree t , B la i r. The work o rder i s da ted June 24 ,

1954 and is for the printing of 2,000 copies,
h i s w o r k c o p y r i g h t e d t h a t s a m e m o n t h .

summation of his many years of personal study of the Bible and

' r e l a t e d t h e c h r o n o l o g y o f t i m e f r o m t h e c r e a t i o n t o t h e b i r t h

and death of Christ. Einar first explain^ the calendar as he

unders tood i t shou ld be . F rom h i s s tudy o f t he B ib le he fe l t
+0 bell’ll

that God meant for aci ] /aendar year beginning with Apri l 1

fopitlowed with 13 months of 28 days each. Any surplus days would
be Holy Days dedicated to the Lord.

The second section of Personal Bible Studies is involved’
with Old Testament Chronology. The introductory paragraph appears
as followl^i

8 9 E i n c u r a l s o h a d
' ^ I'S

£ i n a r - * - s « < w o r k " ^ i « t h e

9 1

3?^he following chronology has been complied
by one, who, in al l s inceri ty, humil i ty and fai th,
sought to solve the riddles of chronology by using

. o n l y B i b l e d a t a , a l l i n t h e b e l i e f t h a t t h e B i b l e I
is its own best commentary, wherefore comtemporary
data must be tested by Bible data, not Vice versa.
The work first appeared to be agiant jig-saw puzzle

! impossible of solut ion, but when, at long last, the
p ieces began to f a l l i n t o t he i r p rope r p l aces ,
p r o g r e s s w a s s o a u t o m a t i c a s t o m a k e o n e f e e l t h a t
h e r e a l l y h a d v e r y, v e r y l i t t l e t o d o w i t h i t . E g o
wa? the ch ie f obs tac le dur ing the s tud ies , and is
even now, the pr ino ix>al opponent to i ts cont inuat ion

^ o f p u b l i c a t i o n . 9 2

e s t a b l i s h e s a d i r e c t l i n e f r o m A d a m t o C h r i s t a s a .

*basic chronology cmd/explains references in each case in.
--St 6 h a \ r -

g r e a t d e t a i l * t h e n p r e s e n t s w h a V T h a f e l t w e r e t h e s i x

major r iddles of the Old Testament, and treatments of the era*

of t)^e judges, l^ora Mizpeh to the }^irth of Christ, and a

- 2 7
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c h r o n o l o g y o f G e n e s i s t o t h e J u d g e s , T h e fi n a l s e c t i o n i s a

c h r o n o l o g y o f t h e l i f e o f C h r i s t ,

E inar hoped to have h is paper se^e as atest imony of h is

.Christian faltlji and as alight to help others realize the grace
and peace he feli in his strong faith in God and Christi

Man's knowledge has truly made the chronology
of Genes is the 's t ra i t gate* and that f rom Genes is
to Christ the 'narrow way' to both world chronology
a n d h i s t o r y . G o d w i l l i n g , t h i s l i t t l e b o o k l e t
may serve as agu ide th rough tha t s t ra i t ga te and
narrow way leading to the t rue chronology, and,
enroute, increase man's knowledge OP and FROM the
B i b l e , t h e r e b y s t r e n g h t h e n i n g h i s . f a l t e r i n g f a i t h
i n t h e T r i u n e G o d a n d t h e B i b l e ,

In his conclusion Einar expressed his need to reveal what was the

b a l s o f h i s f a i t h i
j ! 1 ♦

9 3

A t l ong l as t , t he t ask o f j j r esen t i ng t he
very essence of B ib le- and wor ld-chronology, as
I h a v e b e e n g i v e n o r l e a r n e d , t o s e e a n d u n d e r ¬
s t a n d i t , h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d . E g o s t i l l i n s i s t s

’ t h a t i t i s a l l i n v a i n b u t F a i t h t e l l s m e o t h e r ¬
wise, Well do Iknow that many Scripture passages
bid me be s i lent , on ly avery few b id me reveal
w h a t I h a v e l e a r n e d , o r t h i n k I h a v e l e a r n e d i
p a ssa g e s su ch a s t h e w o rd s o f Pa u l , i n R o ma n s 7 ,1 9 i
' F o r t h e g o o d t h a t I w o u l d I d o n o t i b u t t h e e v i l
w h i c h I w o u l d n o t , t h a t I d o , ^ s t r i k e h a r d , b o t h
f o r a n d a g a i n s t E g o a n d F a i t h , b u t f a i t h b i d s m e
b o r r o w t h e w o r d s o f L u t h e r i ' H e r e I s t a n d , I c a n n o t
d o o t h e r w i s e . G o d h e l p m o l A m e n i l ' t o w h i c h I c a n
only add my own Amen, 95

Thisl'f passage indicated much about Einar. It showed his strong
f a i t h a n d b e l i e f i n t h a t h o m u s t d o w h a t h e f e l t w a s b e s t . '

Einar felt that he should express his faith and as the quotation

fW Luther said^Einw cquld not do otherwise.
^^air '-f-heori OotuAe.n ^
fii«a^hy^d,j^,,,diypirrjeape9t-:>ftji<l-gdmirati^irjgor Goftoyal

'■& toQ. sc>sp&^\cjlu')y\ft.rcsi^cii^-
uglas MaeArth\ir,^ ^Einar's scrapbooks contained many Clippings

that involved the general^'dbr- the "Japs Quiti War Endsi MacAi^thur

* *

&
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Rules Nips** frdm the August 15* 19^5 World Herald^^—to **Last
* E a r t h l y J o u r n e y f o r M a c A r u t h u r * * f r o m t h e V / o r l d H e r a l d i s s u e o f

^ A p r i l 9 . 1 9 6 4 .

n a t i o n n e e d e d t o d e l i v e r I t f r o m t h e t h r e a t o f c o m m u n i s m . E l n a r

9 7
E l n a r f e l t t h a t M a c A r t h u r w a s t h e m a n t h a t o u r

! f e l t t h a t G o d d e t e r m i n e d t h e c o u r s e o f h i s t o r y a n d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t

t i m e w a s t h a t o f a m a j o r c r i s i s :

C. : G o d a l s o i d f > e c l fl e d o t h e t t i m e s f o r j n a n , s u c h r S
a s t h e b o n d a g e I n E g y p t , t h e v fl l d e r n e s s t r e k I n
Exodus, and the capt iv i ty In -Babylon, then gave
h i m r e n e w e d a n d e v e r l a s t i n g a c c e s s t o t h e T r e e
o f L i f e v i a t r u e T a l t h I n H i s S o n , J e s u s C h r i s t .
Howeve r, man ' s mus ta rd seed o f Fo rb idden Know ledge
h a s g r o e n I n t o a v e r i t a b l e f o r e s t , b r i n g i n g h i m

. e v e r n e a r e r t o t h e o m n i s c i e n c e o f G o d A l m i g h t y ,
o n o n e h a n d , b u t l e a d i n g h i m e v e r f u r t h e r a w a y
f r o m o b e d i e n c e t o H i m , o n t h e b t h e r , u n t i l n o w ,
h e r e I n U . S . A . , a w o r l d l e a d e r I n b o t h C h r i s t i a n i t y
and science (man's knowledge), man has sought and
s t i l l s e e k s t o l e g i s l a t e C h r i s t o u t o f t h e n a t i o n a l
p i c t u r e a n d s u b s t i t u t e t h e d o l l a r s i g n f o r t h e
Cross of Christ. Early man's route:f r o m E d e n
t o S o d o m - G o m o r r a h v i a B a b e l , I s s y n o n y m o u s w i t h
our national route: f r o m F r e e d o m t o C o m m u n i s m
v i a S o c i a l i s m .

I n t h e A n s g a r L u t h e r a n o f F e b r u a r y 1 8 , 1 9 5 2 E l n a r w r o t e

t

a n d a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d " B i b l e H i s t o r y a n d U . S . H i s t o r y " u n d e r t h e

c o l u m n " T h o u g h t s o f a L a y m a n " . I t e x p r e s s e d . h i s f e e l i n g s t h a t

t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s I s m e r e l y a r e p e t i t i o n o f

b i b l i c a l h i s t o r y. E l n a r c o m p a r e d Wa s h i n g t o n a n d t h e g r e a t p a t r i o t s

o f t h a t t i m e t o J a c o b a n d t h e 7 0 p a t r i a r c h s o f I s r a e l w h o w e n t i n t o

Egypt , as bo th g roups founded agrea t na t ion . He con t inued by

c o m p a r i n g H o s e s a n d L i n c o l n a s b o t h b r o u g h t t h e i r n a t i o n s o u t o f

s l a v e r y ,

t h e J u d g e s o f o l d .

O u r p r e s i d e n t s a f t e r L i n c o l n a r e c o m p a r e d t o J o s h u a a n d
■. t

E inar cont inued,"Then as in Is rae l , so ^a lso

h e r e d i d d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r g i v e r i s e t o

the reign of Saul,^so' did Truman that of Rooseveltt and finally^
, - 2 9 -
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a s I s r a e l t u r n e d t o D a v i d , s o w e n o w s e e k a D a v i d t o s e t o u r

T h e s e c o n d p a r a l l e l v / h l c h E l n a r m a k e s

I s b e t w e e n b i b l i c a l h i s t o r y a n d t h e c o r r u p t i o n I n t h e s o c i e t y !

As iJacob et al l placed their trust in God
A l m i g h t y , s o d i d W a s h i n g t o n e t a l ; s o a l s o w i t h
M o s e s a n d L i n c o l n ; a s S a u l v r a s o b e d i e n t t o G o d
i n t h e b e g i n n i n g , s o a l s o h e r e , b u t x ; h e r e S a u l
l a t e r s o u g h t t o k i l l h i s G o d - a n o i n t e d s u c c e s s o r ,
h e r e t h e s u p p o s e d A l m i g h t y D o l l a r v r a s e n t h r o n e d
i n o u r n a t i o n a l t e m p l e a n d e f f o r t s m a d e t o
l e g i s l a t e p o v e r t y o u t o f e x i s t e n c e , - s u c h l e g i s l a ¬
t i o n , b e i n g c o n t r a r y t o t h e t e a c h i n g s o f C h r i s t ,
i s r e a l l y a n e f f o r t t o l e g i s l a t e C h r i s t a n d H i s
t e a c h i n g s o u t o f o u r n a t i o n a l l i f e ; a n d l a s t l y ,
t h e I s h b o s h e t h o f o l d w a s o f l i t t l e c o n s e q u e n s e
w h e r e a s h i s m o d e r n c o u n t e r p a r t v e t o e d t h e s i m p l e s t

! o f m a t h e m a t i c a l f o r m u l a e : o n e p l u s o n e e q u a l
two, and substituted his own: o n e e q u a l s u n t o l d
b i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s , a y e , a n d u n t o l d m o r a l
c o r r u p t i o n , t h e t r u e f r u i t o f d o l l a r - l d o l a t r y !

W e a r e n o w t h r e a t e n e d w i t h a c a p t i v i t y m u c h
w o r s e t h a n t h a t o f I s r a e l i n B a b y l o n , a c a p t i v i t y
w h i c h o n l y a D a v i d c a n f o r e s t a l l . A s a n a t i o n ,
w e a r e n o l o n g e r i n m i d s t r e a m , w 6 a r e q u i t e
d e fi n i t e l y o n t h e v e r y b r i n k o f d i s a s t e r , v ; h e r e
c h a n g i n g h o r s e s , m u l e s o r e l e p h a n t s i s f u t i l e ,
f o r a D a v i d I s o u r o n l y h o p e . T h e r e h a s y e t t o
b e a D a v i d I n t h e W h i t e H o u s e a n d s i n c e w e , a s
a n a t i o n , a r e a l l t o o a p p a r e n t l y n o t y e t r e a d y
f o r C h r i s t , w e m u s t a s d i d I s r a e l o f o l d . h a v e a
David as astejpping-stone toward Christ.99
I t i s a p p a r e n t f r o m t h e a r t i c l e s w h i c h E l n a r s a v e d a b o u t

G e n e r a l M a o A r t h u r t h a t E l n a r b e l i e v e d t h a t M a c A r t h u r w a s t o h a v e

n a t i o n a l h o u s e I n o r d e r .

been the David to place the U. S, A. on the correct path tovreirds
G o d a n d C h r i s t . T h e s e a r e s o m e q u o t a t i o n s f r o m G e n e r a l M a c A r t h u r

w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e h i s s l m l l l a r l t l e s i n b e l i e f w i t h E l n a r x t

O u r . n e e d f o r p a t r i o t i c f e r v o r a n d r e l i g i o u s
d e v o t i o n w a s n e v e r m o r e I m p e l l i n g . T h e r e c a n b e
no compromise w i t h a the i s t i c commun ism* - * ^ no ha l f -way
I n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f f r e e d o m a n d r e l i g i o n . I t
m u s t b e ^ 11 o r n o t h i n g .

We must unite in the high purpose that the
l i be r t i es e t ched upon the des ign o f ou r l i f e by
our fprefar thers be unimpaired and that we maln-
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t a i n t h e m o r a l c o u r a g e a n d s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r s h i p t o ^
p r e s e r v e I n v i o l a t e t h a t m i g h t y b u l w a r k o f a l l
f r e e d o m , o u r C h r i s t i a n f a i t h .

W e s t a n d a t a c r i t i c a l m o m e n t o f h i s t o r y - a t
a v i t a l c r o s s r o a d . I n o n e d i r e c t i o n I s t h e p a t h o f
c o u r a g e o u s p a t r i o t s s e e k i n g I n h u m i l i t y b u t t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e r v e t h e i r c o u n t r y ; t h e o t h e r f o r a
S o c i a l i s t s t a t e a n d S l a v e r y .

T h e o n e b o l d l y s p e a k s t h e t r u t h ; t h e o t h e r
s p r e a d s p r o p a g a n d a , f e a r a n d d e c e p t i o n .

T h e o n e d e m o u n c e s e x c e s s i v e t a x a t i o n , b u r e a u ¬
c r a t i c g o v e r n m e n t a n d c o r r u p t i o n ; t h e o t h e r s e e k s
m o r e t a x e s , m o r e b u r e a u c r a t i c p o w e r , a n d s h i e l d s
c o r r u p t i o n .

T h e p e o p l e , a s t h e u l t i m a t e r u l e r s , m u s t c h o o s e
t h e c o u r s e o u r n a t i o n s h a l l f o l l o w . O n t h e i r
d e c i s i o n r e s t t h e f u t u r e o f o u r f r e e c i v i l i z a t i o n
a n d t h e s u r v i v a l o f o u r C h r i s t i a n f a 1 t h .

T h r o u g h o u t t h e w r i t i n g s o f E l n a r a n d M a c A r t h u r t h e r e

are many common chords such >asc the need ' for ’a" ! s t rong Chr is t ian

basis for the United States and a, policy of limited Interference
T h e r e I s a l s ow i t h I n d i v i d u a l f r e e d o m s a n d l i m i t e d t a x a t i o n ,

e x p r e s s e d I n b o t h a u t h o r s a n a b h o r r e n c e f o r c o m m u n i s m a n d
< I

s o c i a l i s m a n d a n y p r o g r a m s w h i c h m i g h t b r i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s

c l o s e r t o a s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y I n a n y m a n n e r .

Elnar would have agreed with General MacArthur *s plan to en|t the
w a r I n K o r e a b y t h e u s e o f a t o m i c b o m b s a n d a b e l t o f r a d i o a c t i v e

c o b a l t b e c a u s e I t w o u l d h a v e d e a l t a s e v e r e b l o w t o t h e a d v a n c e

I t I s e v i d e n t t h a t

o f c o m m u n i s m .

E l n a r w r o t e m a n y a r t i c l e s a n d c o l u m n s f o r t h e D a n i s h
* ! *

lutheran publications. He r l u m e r o u s a r t i c l e s I n D a n i s h f o r

the Nordlvset. and the Luthersk Ugeblad. He also"*i«rftta a^regular
i

c o l u m n I n D a n i s h f o r t h e N o r d l v s e t w h i c h w a s e n t i t l e d * * V l g

M e m o r i a l A r c h i v e s * * f o r m a n y y e a r s . E l n a r w r o t e a h i s t o r y o f

the Nebraska d is t r ic t o f the Danish lu theran church which he
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delivered at the Nebraska W. M. S, Convention August 25t 1944 at

bi^ jo wrote an art ic le ent i t led **The
1 0 1

D a v e y , N e b r a s k a !

Garden of Eden** which was published In The Ansgar Lutheran on

J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1 9 5 2 . I t o n c e a g a i n s t a t e d h i s c o n v i c t i o n s t h a t t h e

path to wor ld peace Is th rough Chr is t ian i ty and the wor ld

a c c e p t a n c e o f C h r i s t i

Al l mankind Is now seeking the peace It has
had but once In a l l h is tory. In the Garden of Eden.
BUT, and It Is abig BUT, how many are seeking that
God-given peace according to God's d i rect ives?
t o o f e w !

F a r
Par too many of the present peace efforts

are man-directed tovrard aman-made peace. Man's beS:
peace efforts will surely fall unless and until he |
first makes peace v/lth God and vrlth God*'-s terms,
Man's «free choice', aGod-given gift In the Garden
of Eden, Is v/lth respect to true world peace,
s t r i c t l y l i m i t e d t o b u t o n e c h o i c e :
make that v i ta l ly necessary peace wi th God.
man truly WILLS to make that peace, and the choice
I s h i s , w o r l d p e a c e , ‘ t h e p e a c e o f t h e G a r d e n o f
Eden, will again be man's and for all- eternity.

Aye , sea rch the Sc r i p tu res and youw i l l find
that the search for the Garden of Eden, where man's
a g o n i e s t r u l y e n d e d , a n d fi n d s t h e T r e e o f L i f e I n
the Tree of Calvary, the Cross of Jesus Chrlstl^^Z

h e ’ i m u s t fi r s t
O n c e

Elnar's major literary work was the biography of his
father, ABiography ^ ^ Vlg which was completed In September
1 9 3 2 .

lation was completed In September 1944."^

The original version was in Danish and an English trans-

T h l s m a n u s c r i p t a n d

Elnar's attempts to have It published were to cause agreat deal

1 0 3

o f g r i e f i n E l n a r ' s l i f e ,

s y n o d I n t h e f a l l o f 1 9 3 2 f o r p u b l i c a t i o n .

Elnar submi t ted the manuscr ip t to the

The synod kep t t he

manuscript for quite some time and returned It because they, felt
E l n a r h a d W i t t e n t o o m u c h a b o u t t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l m a t t e r s

In Heverend Vig's life which Involved the Danish synods,
/

his return from military^ Elnar was to translate his Danish
A f t e r
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I n a l e t t e r t o m y g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r ,m a n u s c r i p t I n t o E n g l i s h .

Mrs. Anna N. Beck,‘dated December 23, 1944 Elnar wrote about the
s e c o n d m a n u s c r i p t s

T h e n , t o o , I a m a w a i t i n g a r e p o r t f r o m
the Publishing House Board or^my manuscript, a
b i o g r a p h y o f m y f a t h e r . T h a t r e p o r t s h o u l d b e
f o r t h c o m i n g p r e s e n t l y , f o r t h e y h a v e h a d o v e r a
m o n t h n o w t o c o n s i d e r t h e m a t t e r . T h e y p r o b a b l y
w o n ' t l i k e p a r t s o f I t t o o w e l l , b u t t h e y c a n ' t
v e r y w e l l d e n y t h e t r u t h o f t h e a u t h e n c l t y o f
t h o s e p a r t s , o r a n y o t h e r s f o r t h a t m a t t e r , y e t
i t r e m a i n s t o b e s e e n w h a t t h e y w i l l d o a b o u t I t .
I t I s w r i t t e n I n E n g l i s h t h i s t i m e . I f v e h a d
the Danish manuscr ipt ly ing around for 12 long
y e a r s .

I n 1 9 4 6 t h e L u t h e r a n P u b l i s h i n g H o u s e I n B l a i r p u b l i s h e d
\ !

ab iography on P. S . V lg wh ich was t i t led . .The Pro fessor v f r l t ten

b y T h e o . P. B e c k . T h i s b o o k w a s t o b e t h e fi r s t o f a s e r i e s o n

the p ioneers o f - the Dan ish ‘church . C lemens V lg , E lnar 's b ro ther

r e c a l l e d E l n a r * s f e e l i n g s o n t h e s u b j e c t :

T h a t w a s a b i g d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , o n e o f t h e
r e a l b i g d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s I n E l n a r ' s l i f e t h a t h e
d i d n ' t g e t t h a t b i o g r a p h y o f F a t h e r . Yo u s e e t h e
s y n o d c a m e o u t w i t h a b o o k o n D a d , T h e P r o f e s s o r
w r i t t e n b y a B e c k . E l n a r c l a i m s t h e y s t o l e h a l f
o f t h a t s t u f f o u t o f h i s m a n u s c i p t . T h a t ' s J u s t
what he told me. Ihaven't varlfled It but he . . j ,

‘ f s a l d t h a t t h e y d i d n ' t w a n t t o p u b l i s h I t t h e w a y M
■h e h a d w r i t t e n I t b e c a u s e t h e y s a i d t h a t t h e r e w e r e w
c o n t r o v e r s i a l m a t t e r s t h a t t h e y d i d n ' t w a n t a i r e d .
H e h a d a t e r r i b l e t i m e w i t h N . C . C a r l s o n w h o w a s
t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e s y n o d . P. C . J e n s e n w a s "
supposed to be the archivist. He copied some stuff
o u t o f t h e r e I a m p o s i t i v e o f t h a t . P h i l M a g n U s e n ,
h e w a s t h e m a n a g e r o f t h e p u b l i s h i n g h o u s e a t t h e
t i m e t h a t E l n a r s u b m i t t e d h i s m a n u s c r i t > t t o h a v e
It printed. Theyjvfere going to wlte some books
a l l a b o u t t h e i r p i o n e e r s . A n d I t e l l y o u t h a t : ! l y
really hurt Elnar. It was^lri^he thirties when he
s u b m i t t e d t h e m a n u s c r i p t .

I t , a p p e a r s a s t h o u g h t h e r e m a y b e a b a s i s f o r E l n a r * s

b e l i e f t h a t a p o r t i o n o f h i s m a n u s c r i p t h a d b e e n c o p i e d .
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Theo, Beck began work on h is book In 1944 .

m e a n t t h a t h e m i g h t p o s s i b l y h a v e h a d a c c e s s t o t h e E n g l i s h

v e r s i o n i f h e s t a r t e d i n t h e l a t e r p a r t o f t h e y e a r o t h e

c o u l d h a v e h a d a c c e s s t o a c o p y o f t h e D a n i s h m a n u s c r i p t .

A c o m p a r l s i o n o f t h e t w o b i o g r a p h i e s r e v e a l s s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g

The first i s - f ' t t J t r i o ' T h e o . B e c k ' s

T h i s w o u l d h a v e

s i m i l a r i t i e s .

w o r k i

F o r t h r e e a n d a h a l f y e a r s V i g w o r k e d o n
the fa rm a t Havnho l t i n G jes ten pa r i sh . I t was
a p i o u s . G o d - f e a r i n g h o m e . E s p e c i a l l y t h e
m i s t r e s s e x e r t e d a s t r o n g C h r i s t i a n i n fl u e n c e o n
the boy. Often she had him read to her the evening
p r a y e r f r o m B o l s e n * s b o o k o f d e v o t i o n s , a n d c o n ¬
v e r s e d w i t h h i m a b o u t t h i n g s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e
k i n g d o m o f G o d .
t h e f o l k h i g h s c h o o l a t U l d u m .
p l a y e d t h e v i o l i n . B y h i s h e l p V i g l e a r n e d t o
s ing many good songs f rom Mor ten Eskesen*s book
of songs. He made uSe of every opportuni ty to
h e a r l e c t u r e s b y t e a c h e r s f r o m A s k o v h i g h s c h o o l
a n d B i b l e s t u d i e s b y P a s t o r S c h o u s b o e a t t h e
p a r i s h c h u r c h . B u t e v e r y n i g h t , i n t h e s e c l u s i o n
o f h i s da r k chambe r i n t he cow ba rn , he came
b a c k t o h i s m o t h e r * s p r a y e r s . H e w a s a f r a i d i n
t h e d a r k , b u t h e f o u n d t h a t p r a y e r c a n q u i e t a
troubled heart and drive fear away.^®°

Th is nex t quo ta t ion covers the same per iod o f P. S . V lg 's l i fe

a n d i s f r o m E l n a r * s b i o g r a p h y i

The.next three and one half years were spent
i n t h e e m p l o y o f J e n s M o r t e n s e n a t R a v n h o l d t ,
G jes ten Par i sh . The Mor tensens , espec ia l l y the
h o u s e w i f e , w e r e G o d - f e a r i n g f o l k . S h e o f t e n
r e q u i r e d P e t e r t o r e a d a n E v e n i n g P r a y e r f r o m
B i s h o p ' B o l s e n * s * B o o k o f D e v o t i o n * f o r h e r a n d
t a l k e d w i t h h i m a b o u t m a n y s p i r i t u a l m a t t e r s .

T h e r e w e r e f o u r g r o w n s o n s i n t h i s h o m e .
They had all attended Uldum High School and had
many good books which Peter read quite eagerly.
He also learned many of the songs in Morten ’
Eskesen's *Songbook*, aided by one of the sons
w h o p l a y e d t h e v i o l i n .

A n u m b e r o f m e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d i n t h a t
! v i c i n i t y i d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r . I n s t r u c t o r s f r o m

A s k o v e H i g h ^ c h o o l a n d C u r a t e S c h o u s b o e f r o m

A l l h e r f o u r s o n s h a d a t t e n d e d
O n e o f t h e m
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Gamst, among others gave lectures and scripture
T h i s w a s a n e n t i r e l y n e w v r o r l d f o r .! r e a d i n g s .

P e t e r, a n e w w o r l d I n x ^ h l c h h e w a s a n e a g e r
p a r t i c i p a n t .

H i s w a s a d a r k , l o n e s o m e l i t t l e r o o m a t o n e
e n d o f t h e c o w s t a b l e , a n d h e w a s a f r a i d o f
d a r k n e s s . E a c h a n d e v e r y e v e n i n g f o u n d h i m
saying the prayers his mother had taught him.
T h e r e h e d i s c o v e r e d , t h r o u g h p r a y e r t o t h e G o d
w h o h e a r s p r a y e r s , t h a t G o d c a
t h e m o s t t e r r o r - s t r l k e n h e a r t

I v e c o u r a g e t o:so?
These two accounts are ex t remely s imi la r In the i r content .

I t Is notewor thy that every th ing which Beck has In h is account is

also In Elnar*s although Elnar*s goes Into more detail,

many examples of similar phraseology such as Elnar*s words,

**It was aBaptist stronghold, and they regarded him as awolf
come to t h e i r fl o c k o f s h e e p ,

choice of words, “There the Danish Bapt is ts had achurch and mission
1 0 9

field. They considered Vlg as wolf among their flock."

It appears as though Theo. Beck had access to acopy of Elnar*s
manuscript and used much of the Information regarding P. S. Vlg*s

e a r l y l i f e . H o w e v e r t h e t w o b o o k s d i f f e r r e g a r d i n g t h e d e t a i l s

of the early Danish church and the controversies which Vlg was

I n v o l v e d I n . E l n a r g o e s I n t o g r e 6 t d e t a i l r e g a r d i n g t h e s c h i s m

of the Danish church and the many argu^ments which Involved his
father, whereas Beck mere ly sk ims over the cont rovers ies . Theo.

B e c k d i d a c k n o w l e d g e t h e h e l p h e r e c e i v e d f r o m E l n a r I n t h e f r o n t

o f h i s b o o k w i t h t h e s e w o r d s , " I h e r e b y g r a t e f u l l y a c k n o w l e d g e

m y I n d e b t e d n e s s t o M r. E l n a r V l g a n d t o P a s t o r s P. C . J e n s e n ,

N . P. L a n g a n d C h r . P a l c k f o r m o s t o f t h e m a t e r i a l u s e d I n t h i s

Regardlesŝ  Elnar was hurt by the affair and feih that
he had not recelved^due recognition foi^ the writing of his father*8

T h e r e a r e

1 0 8 a n d T h e o . B e c k * s

work." i^^
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b l o g r a j j h y . Throughout hli3 life Elnar felt that he had been
taken advantage of and resented I t ,

Elnar*s main preoccupation was with the recording and

writing of local Danish and Washington County history. Tjj|pugh-
o u t E l n a r * s l i f e h e was Involved with compiling acomplete

, ^ ‘genealogy of the early residents of all the families of t h e e a r l y

pioneers which resided In Washington County before 1869,
had afile on the Washington County residents which

H e a l s o

c a m e l a t e r .

Each genealogy on afamily was as complete as far back
a n d w a s r e f e r e n c e d t o

a s p o s s i b l e

newspaper a r t i c les wh ich con ta ined In fo rmat ion

regarding that family. Elnar used many sources for his family
t r e e s . He wou ld go ou t t o t he

dust off long forgotten grave stones for facts.
ny^small country cemeteries and

H e a l s o m a d e

extensive use of newspapers through the use of microfilm.

m a

E l n a r

had am ic rofi lm reade r and n u m e r o u s m i c r o fi l m s s u c h a s c e n s u s

reports and small, defunct̂  local town newspapers of Washington County/
Elnar gained much of his Information from obituaries and o t h e r

newspaper articles along with personal Interviews and written
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e !

Elnar*s work with genealogies meant agreat deal to him
and^devoted much time to them,
a n d p r e c i s i o n !

Ron V lg reca l l ed E lna r *s de ta i l

^ w a s , ! e v e r y t h i n g h a s a p l a c efor itself and that Is where It should be and if It
is out of place well that*s not me.* That Is the
way he was in all his bookwork too, a;place for
everything and he knew where It was. He would be
talking about somebody and say *well her great¬
grandfather was such and such* and pull out the
file and show me all this stuff. It dldn*t mean too
much to me but It meant alot to him. But he had it
ail right where It was. There were so few that he
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d i d n ’ t k n o w t o o m u c h a b o u t t o o , I c a n r e m e m b e r
h i m t e l l i n g m e a b o u t s o m e o n e a n d t e l l i n g m e
! W e l l I d o n ’ t k n o w t o o m u c h a b o u t t h e m , b e c a u s e
their parents were Russian.?-. Anybbdy that ivas
f r o m D e n m a r k o r i i w e d e n o r W o i w a y , h e h a d t h e m .
W e l l j u s t a n y b o d y t h a t c a m e f r o m a S c a n d i n a v i a n
.country he had them.^^^*

- . : Eir iaroused: to correspond i f I th-a .great many people who x^rere

’ t r a c i n g t h e i r f a m i l y t r e e a n d h a d h a d r e l a t i v e s i n V / a b h l n g t o n

C o u n t y. H . Ly l e G u y e r w a s t h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e N e b r a s k a C e n t e n n i a l

Committee in 19^7 and he .recalled the ass^tance Einar gave him?A

! ’ L o t s o f p e o p l e w o u l d w r i t e m e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g r e l a t i v e s .

I c o u l d g o o v e r t h e r e , t o E i n a r * s , a n d h e h a d e n o u g h c r o s s r e f e r e n c e s

. i n h i s b o o k s t h a t w e c o u l d g e t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t t h e y w a n t e d .

E i n a r w a s a l w a y s i n t e r e s t e d i n h e l p i n g t o g e t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . ?

Ly l e G u y e r a l s o c o m m e n t e d t h a t E i n a r “ w o u l d g l a d l y f u r n i s h a n y
«

. i n f o r m a t i o n I w a n t e d b u t i f p e o p l e t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f h i m h b n e v e r

E i n a r n e v e r c h a r g e d I n a n y m a n n e r f o r h i s I n f o r m a t i o n

a n d p a i d a l l o f t h e e x p e n s e s I n c u r r e d .

Einar xms al|^^ Involved w4th research into the early
history of the county. He v/rote amajor section for the Blair

dentenn la l book le t , wh ich was pub l ished in I969, on the ear ly

f o r g o t i t .

1 1 2

c h u r c h e s i n B l a i r t i t l e d “ O n L i p s O f A n A m b l i n g B o y A P a v o i ^ l t e

HymnV ** I n t h i s a r t i c l e h e c o v e r s t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e c h u r c h e s o f

B l a i r f r o m t h e e a r l y “ r a i l r o a d s e r v i c e s t o t h e " c o u r t h o u s e "

s e r v i c e s a n d t h e s u b s e q u e n t b u i l d i n g o f c h u r c h e s i n t h e t o ^ n .

I n b a c k o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o n t i n d e r " A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s " i s a d h o r t

s e c t i o n r e g a r d i n g E l n a r i

— E i n a r V i g , s o n o f t h e l a t e P. S . V i g , a
p i o n e e r l e a d e r a n d h i s t o r i a n o f t h e D a n i s h
L u t h e r a n f a i t h * i n A m e r i c a . T h e R e v. H a r b l d C .
J o r g e n s e n , . a s k e d t o s u g g e s t a w r i t e r a b o u t B l a i r ' s

■'T*

■
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e a r l y c h u r c h e s , c h o s e E l n a r w h o s u m m e d u p h i s
c o n c i s e e f f o r t t h i s w a y * * * M a x C o f f e y p r o v i d e d
t h e c a n d l e , H e v e r e n d J o r g e n s e n f u r n i s h e d t h e
m a t c h , a n d I s i m p l y l i t t h e c a n d l e . * * 11 3

Elnar d id extens ive research In to many areas of the h is tory

, i

o f t h e c o u n t y a n d h e v j a s I n t e r e s t e d I n a l l f a c e t s o f l i f e .

o n o l d s c h o o l c e n s u s e s , a n d o nH e h a d a fi l e o n t h e B e r t r a n dr V \

the many and varied old organizations in the county such as

! the Old Timer Picnics, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the
1 1 4D a n i s h B r o t h e r h o o d a m o n g o t h e r v a r i e d I n t e r e s t s .

E lnar a lways had aspec ia l fee l ing fo r Dana Co l lege In
h i s h e a r t . H e s p e n t t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f h i s l i f e l i v i n g

adjacent to the campus and received '. rnoS'fi o f h i s h i g h c .

school education at Dana's Academy. The Vlg family had been

Int imate ly connected wi th Ddna Col lege and Tr in i ty Seminary

almost since Its conception. Elnar expressed his feelings

1 1

concerning Dana In an^ essay for the W. M. S, Program In February
19461

D A M A

DANA and HOME are synonymous to me. B o r n a n d i '
r e a r e d I n t h e v e r y s h a d o w, n a y, n o t s h a d o w, L I G H T
o f DANA, Ihave seen he r sh ine b r i gh t l y t h rough
the years and reach aclimax during one V/orld War
p e r i o d ; I h a v e s e e n t h e d r a b s h a d o w s o f h u m a n
f r a l l l t y d i m h e r l i g h t ; a n d n o w, d u r i n g a n o t h e r
wor ld War per iod , Iam vx l thess lng the rev iva l o f
the true DANA SPIRIT and see DANA's LIGHT piercing
the shades of gloom to reassume her r ightful p lace
I n t h e h e a r t s o f h e r c o n s t i t u e n t s .

In ;195^ Elnar removed his papers and his father's manuscripts
which he had placed on loan to the Dana library and placed them
In the Nebraska State Historical Society Archives,

resented theLproblemd that he had had with his manuscript and

that In his opinion his work had been copied. At that time
/
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P. C. Jensen wa^ the archiv ist and Elnar bel ieved that P, C*
1 1 6Jensen had copied his manuscript; H e h o w e v e r c o n t i n u e d t o h a v e

fond fee l ing fo r Dana and con t inued to keep apr iva te record !

o f t h e h i s t o r y o f D a n a . 1 1 7
H e a l s o h e l p e d W i l l i a m C h r l s t . l e n s e n

In his research for Chrlst.emsen*s Saga of the Tower.v/the story

of Dana College and Trinity Seminary, which which was published
i n 1 9 5 9 . 1 1 8

D u r i n g . h i s l a s t y e a r s E l n a r b e c a m e m o r e a n d m o r e o f a

recluse. He spent the majority of his t ime sitt ing In his small
house working on l :h ls genealogical s tudies. At the most he would

adventure uptown to get groceries and to get ahaircut and to get
groceries.* Ron recalled his attempts In those last few years to n

»

get Elnar to grow abeard* >
%That was Elnar Vlg, Just b ib overa l ls and

a b l u e s h i r t . H a i r v ; a s a l w a y s s h o r t . I t r i e d
t o g e t h i m t o g r o w a b e a r d f o r t h e B l a i r
centennia l . He a lways ca l led me Vlg and I
a lways cal led him Vlg too. I to ld him, !Vlg,
w h y d o n ' t y o u g r o w a b e a r d f o r t h e - B l a i r
centennial, you can get one In two days.* He
said, *Your grandpa had the best beard there
e v e r w a s i n t h e V l g f a m i l y a n d I a m n o t e v e n
going to t ry and out do h im.* He had agood
mustache there fo r awh i le , tha t s i l ve r mus tache .
Isaid, *Come on, save it, we can go down to 1.
M a i n S t r e e t a n d v ; d l k a r o u n d . * W h e n I t c a m e t o
doing that he shaved It all off. ■It was looking
pretty good too, he had had It about three weeks.
He d idn ' t look very good In amustache but I t
agood mus tache . E lnar was s t range . He wou ld
get one Idea. I f he thought I t was agood Idea he
w o u l d s t i c k t o I t . I c o u l d n e v e r g e t h i m t o s t i c k
to abeard, and he would have looked good In It too.^^^

% !

w a s

Elnar Vlg died on June 29th,. I972 in his small home at

272 Nor th 21st St reet ,

discovered Unti l several days later.
He died peacefully dndithls death was not

T h e p o s t m a s t e r , H . J .

Madsen notified the police after several days in which there
- 3 9 -



w a s a n a c c u m u l a t i o n o f m a l l . P a t r o l m e n I n v e s t i g a t e d a n d u p o n

finding the house locked forced the door and found Elnar lying

on his bed. The county attorney, Roy Anderson vfas cal led In and

d e a t h w a s d e c l a r e d n a t u r a l . E lna|?*s body was taken to the ̂endorf
F u n e r a l H o m e a n d f u n e r a l s e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d We d n e s d a y, J u l y

B e w a s b u r l e d= 6 t h w i t h R e v e r e n d H . C , J o r g e n s e n o f fi c i a t i n g ,

E l n a r w a s s u r v i v e d b y . h i s b r o t h e r s . E l lI n t h e B l a i r C e m e t e r y ,

o f F r e s n o , C a l i f o r n i a , A r n d t o f A l b e r t L e a , M i n n e s o t a , V i c t o r

o f F a l r l a w n , N e w J e r s y, a n d C l e m e n s o f B l a i r , a n d h i s o n e s i s t e r , *

Mrs. A. H. Olson (Ruth) of Co|lvllle, Washington.
. E l n a r r e m a i n e d a n I n d i v i d u a l i s t e v e n t o h i s d e a t h . I n

May of 1967 he wrote up directions lArhlch were to be followed In

t h e e v e n t o f h i s d e a t h w h i c h I n c l u d e d p l a n n i n g h i s f u n e r a l s e r v i c e ,

. W h l c ^ " i n t h e s t y l e o f E l n a r w a s . q u i t e s i m p l e *

1 2 0

... .i..: F I N A L E !
1 . B e n d o r f S e r v i c e ; s i m p l e s t c a s k e t a v a i l a b l e ;

u s e t h e b e s t o f t h e a r m y c l o t h i n g I h a v e , l e t m y o l d
much used, and mush abused, Bible be buried with me.

. 2 . C e m e t e r y l o t n o t a r r a n . < ? e d y e t , b u t p r e f e r
Grave i. Lot 11, Block 8. No vault, tent or chairs,
o n l y t h e n a k e d g r a v e fl a n k e d b y t v r o r i d g e s o f e a r t h ,
a l s o fl a n k i n g t h e l o w e r i n g d e v i c e .

3 . S e r v i c e s * G r a v e s i d e o n l y ; c a s k e t t o s t a n d
open nearby fo r awhi le p r io r to serv ices ; then p laced
on device by volunteer pallbearers as available at *
c e m e t e r y. S e r v i c e s t o b e c o n d u c t e d b y m y o l d a n d
r e s p e c t e d f r i e n d . R e v . J . D . J o h n s o n , I f w i l l i n g a n d
a v a i l a b l e ; o t h e r w i s e J o h n B e c k , o r * J o r g l e s . *

4 . S e r v i c e s t o b e g i n w i t h ; * I n t h e n a m e o f t h e
Father, and the Son , and o f the Ho ly Ghos t ; Amen! !
f o l l o w e d b y t h e C r e e d ; t h e n * M y t e x t I s a S c r i p t u r e
passage vxh lch s tands a lone even as we must s tand
a l o n e b e f o r e t h e J u d g e m e n t T h r o n e ; I t I s a t o n c e m y
text, my mediation and my prayer; seven words* *Lord,
I b e l i e v e , h e l p t h o u m y u n b e l i e f ! !

5; Then: L a r s E l n a r V l g , b o r n J a n u a r y 2 7 , 1 9 0 5 t
B l a i r , N e b r a s k a . D i e d
t h e F a t h e r A l m i g h t y , h a s r e c a l l e d y o u r s p i r i t y o u r
G o d g l v e n ‘ B r e a t h o f L i f e * I t f a l l s t o o u r l o t t o
r e t u r n y o u r m o r t a l b o d y t o l t ‘ s s o u r c e , t h e d u s t ,
even as I t ' I s w r i t t en* ‘F rom dus t you were taken )
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to dust you shall return, and from dust you shall
So be It! (use dust, please) God rest

A m e n I
r i s e a g a i n !
your spirit! Your dust rest In peace!

6 . C l o s e w i t h T h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r .
7. Any added service to follow. If need be. 1 2 1Thank you! L. E. V. May 4, 1967*

Lars Elnar Vlg, acomplex man with simple tastes and
who stood hard and unbending for his r ights

E lna r ca red l i t t l e f o r modern p leasu res ,
p l e a s u r e s , w a s a m a n

a s a f r e e I n d i v i d u a l ,

earning afat living, or accumulating material possessions, but
rather he was more Interested In his research Into the Bible and

genealogy -Into his father's areas of Danish American history
and genealogy -and Into the history of the Danish Church in
America. He worked only precisely enough to earn his own rent

E l n a rfor humble quarters and pay for the simple food he ate.
was perhaps one of the “firov*?.irue Individualists, astrongly
religious man with great potential as ahistorian and ascholar,
who Instead of seeking man's glory pursued what Interested him

most, t|le study of genealogy and > l̂story and perhaps the gî jpatest
factor In his life, his strong,unyielding, private faith In God.

!

V:

I-
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^Theo. P, Beck, Professor (Blal
PublishJ.ng House, 19^6), pp. 19, 30, 37-42.

r , N e b r a s k a : L u t h e r a n

^Beck, pp. 43, 62, 64-67, 90, 91.
^Beck, pp, 89-91,
^fleck, p. 91.
^Certificate/IT Delayed Birth Registrat ion, for "Lars ElnarVlg, issued January 14, 195 ,̂ i/if

Blair. Nebrls^r’ Clemens Vlg, February-4'/., 1974,
'7-,. . . -

„, ! p h o t o g r a p h y , L u c k * W i s c o n s i n ,Nebraska State Historical Society Ui)

/<̂ 5,

c a .
o e a * o a I 9 0 7 ,

8
,,, -1 y. ^ ^ u n p u b l i s h e d i H i jmarx«sciai/l-, Vl^^Gciietrbloft, Ne-bi^ka^ aLl%^^o ni P^n■r^

interview with Clemens
p . 1 4 8 .

V l g .

î -̂ InteiVlew, Barbara ‘Beck |rl25f 197^t Blair, Nebraska, ” Dr, C, C, Nadsen, Jajr^ary
1 1V l g , p . 1 7 2 .
1 2

l^intenriev, Barabara
197^! Blair, Nebraska. Bebk with Mrs, Johansen, January 30,

1 4

20. iw. ?s;rj.s.'s.“ ““ “ « !
15lntervlew with Clemens Vlg,1 6

Interview with Clemens Vlg,
l^intervlew, Barbara fleolt

B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ,
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