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It is often true that brilliant men who spend their %
1ives on some mission are not recognized and the value of i
their works are not acknowkdged until after they have passed
on.. @ example of this is Lars Einar Vig, a complex man
with simple tastes and pleasures who dedicated his life
towards the recording and preservation of Danish heritage and
history, locally, in Washington County, Nebraska and nationally,
in America. - |

Einar, qqu'ggficial documents cbntained lars, was of
pure Danish lineagé. -His.fath;f, Peder Sgrensen Vig, known
as P. S., was the first child of’SﬂfcniPedersen Vig and Ellen
Marie Christensen and was born on November 7, 1854 in Egtved,
Denmark. P. S. Vig entered the Askov high sbkool in preparation
for the séminary. In September 1879 he left Depmark angu?ﬁﬁﬁ
to America inorder to earn money to further his goals of Mhe
ministry. After he had worked for two and a half years in
Chicago, he returned to Denmark in May, 1882, where he studied
for two more years. P. S. Vig returned to Chicago in the
spring of 1884,1

on his return to Chicago Reverend Vig married his first
wife, Karen Marie Christensen, on June 10, 1884, They #hen

_left for Elk Horn, Iowa,where Vig was to teach in the Danish
‘high school and preach at churches nearby. In the fall of 1888

they moved to Luck, Wisconsin, where Reverend Vig‘%oi»ib‘énge}
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as the Professor of Theology in the Danish Lutheran Seminary

at West Denmark, Wisconsin., After the separation of the Danish

churches :in-América in 1894, Vig was called to be the Professor

of Theology at the Elk Horn School of the Danish Evangelioal

Lutheran Church. 1In 1897 the Vig fami}y moved to Blair,

Nebraska,so that he could assume the position of Theological

Professor and President of Trinity Seminary of the United

Danish Evangelical Lutheran Chufch.&aﬁ Blair. 1In 1899 P. S.

Vig again returned to Elk Horn, Iowa:thly'éofrétufh to Blﬁif.

in. the. fall of 1962. During the family's residence in Elk

Horn, his first wife had died and he had married his second and

last wife, Karen 011ne Olsen of Cedar Falls, Iowa., ' In July 1905,

Vig resigned agaih to accept a call to Luck ;Wisconsin where he

remained until 1909, Reverend Vig then returned to his former

position at Trinity Seminary where he femained until his doﬁth

«u‘vwluﬁ s Lot AvdnLas s, mr JAA:#AJM BRI Y. ;"11(
Fomr his §ix s'fmnmnﬂ.a.ga aﬁ-.S‘oMm gtb\;n.dstgr)(fsanﬁland

DiasL daght aritilthowdhiative hdamgsn.&;me;r. Elken, had-died

from cerebfifis in 1891 and two of hﬁﬁ‘youngerQEOms;ﬁJohn and Eli,

died of diphtherié within fwo weeks of each other in 189?.

"'The first Mrs. Vig died on April 11, 1900.3

In the summer of 1901 Reverend Vig made a trip to Denmark.

.WGQOn his retgrn he married Karen Oline Olsen from Cedar Falls,

‘ Iowa, a teacher at the Elk Horn High School, who had been a

great help‘to him during his first wife's illness. They were

" married on August 6, 1901 at’Cedar Falls by Pastor N, Hansen.

At the timg'qf,their marriage Oline was twenty years younger
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than P. S. Vig. She became the mother of seven sons, Eli,
Clemens, Einar, Clarence, Steen, Arndt, and Victor, and one
daﬁghtep; Ruth.u

Einar, whose legal name was Lars Binar Vig, was born on
January 27, 1905 in Blair, Nebraska. The attendant at his
birkh was Mrs. J. P, Johnson from Bldir. He was baptised one
month later on February 26, 1905 by his father at Blair.” At
- that time the Vig family lived on Cédllege Hill at the present
"home of Mr. Ray Lund, 2884 College Dr., which is just north of
0ld Main en the Dana College eampus. It is this house where
Einar was born., '

When Einar was six months old the family moved :p» to
Luck, Wisconsin, There they‘resfded in the parsonage of St.
Peter’s Church. One antique photograph taken about 1907 shows
the two-story whife house, surrounded by trees and a barbed
wire fence. Karen Oline and P, S. Vig are shown in front of
the parsonage with Einar and Clemens.7

On September 26, 1909 the family returned to Blair.
. Reverend P. S. Vig purcﬁ%ed a six acre tract of landédirectly
‘south of the college campus, from Reverend K#._Anker. It was
originally{part of a twelve ecre lot of which the east half

was purchased by P. S. Vig. They assumed temporary residence

" in the home of Reverend S. C. Eriksen, which was on Reverend

Anker's west tract” of land.®

The Vig home'was uniqpe in the area. Iﬁ*was built
on the land purchased from Reverend Anker. JIn my 1nterview
"with: Clemens Vig he ?olated the story:

N
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& That house has history. All of the lumber '3
“came from Wisconsin. It came from the woods we
used to play in. There were about forty acres
of virgin timber at the North Luck Church out-
side of Luck, Wisconsin, When he was called to
go back to the college, he owned that forty acres
and he just had that cut up and made into lumber
to build his house. There was so much hardwood
. in it that the carpenters here in Blair couldn't
drive a nail in it. They imported some carpen-

ters from Luck so they could build the house.
That hard maple, if you could get a chance to go
inside that house and see some of the support
lumber inside._ You couldn"t buy a house like
that nowadays.9

Dr. C; C. Madsen recalled when the house was moved to its
present location on Park Stregt, "When they tried to prepare
. it for moving, the hard maple) like the basement steps, was

so hatd that they had to use a hacksaw to saw it. It was just

‘1ike iron almost, Excellent house."lo

Perhaps the best one to relate life at the Vig home is
Einar himself. These words are from his biography of his
father:

Once the Vig family was firmly established *
in its brand-new home on Cdllege Hill, the home
life followed quite a definite pattern. He reared
his family in much the same manner as he had been
reared,

Lo One after the other, his sons graduated to the

- position of chore-boy, that is, he was put in

' charge of the-milk cows. The younger boys could
* <« help around the house or in the garden, feed the
‘ chickens and the hogs, if any; but the cow stable
‘was restricted territory, to be entered only with
"the chore-boy’s:.consent, Of course, it was never
long bvefore the chore-boy wearied of his exalted
position and initiated the next-in-line to his
duties, But even so, each had to stay on the job,
like it or not, until he was officially relieved
of that duty by his father,

Graduation from chore-boy meant being sent
out to work for farmers. Vig had little difficulty
in finding a suitable place for his sons., Lars
Pddersen at Hill Creek and Niels Christiansen at
lyons took.charge of the farm education of the
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first three boys. They were succeeded by Jacob
Andreasen of Blair, who was well stocked with
farmer sons and sons-in-law in need of help.

He took four of the Vig boys under his wing, at

one time or another. Then the spirit of indepen-
dence, natural to American youth, asserted 1tse1f.11
and the Vig boys sought their own jobs henceforth,

My graﬁ&ather. Marcus Beck, knew Einar all of his l;fe.
The Beck and Vig families were always close, Marcus Beck
reminisced, "Then they used ‘b ‘come down and visit at our place
and then we would go up and visit at their place," Marcus also
recalled the strictness with which Reverend Vig disciplined his
children, "I can remember so distinctly the kids crying u§ there
when they would do something bad and Professor Vig would lay it
to them."12 Einar would say later concetﬁing his father, "I
believe I would have had a‘better, fuller lif;rif father hadn't

been so strict."13
My grandmother, Mrs. Marcus Beck, formerly Agnes Lund,-

attended Dana in the early twenties where she met and married

my grandfather:

At the time that your grandfather and I got
married why his mother, Grandma Beck was living
with us, down there at the old Beck house just
‘toeoror three blocks from Vigs. I remember
Grandma telling how much work Mrs., Vig had to do
with that great big family because she had all
those boys to feed. I suppose that maybe some
of the first marriage weresstill there. So
Grandma Beck would go up there and help her days
with her cooking and cleaning and all., Mrs. Vig

. was very, very nice to work for. She was very
much younger than Einar's father was. She worked

. hard, Mrs. Vig did. She used to come down and
visit with Grandma once in awhile, I can remember
“her sitting and chatting. Undoubtedly she was -
telling her a little of her troubles because we
have all got troubles,il

Einar was a loner during his childhood and boyhood. He

:  had only a few close friends. His best friend during his
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articles published, \Brnm¢teJohnson now resides in Denwver, Colorado.

boyhood was bkrnéikJohnson. the son of William Johnson, a press-

man at théagugiiehing house., The Johnsons lived on College Drive

at the bottom of the hill. .ﬁbwmsféand Einar had a common desire

to be writers and they were both attempting to get their articles

published by magazines. Together they collected "rejection slips

from everybody," although eventually’&krnoﬂvhad a few of his

15
P. S. Vig hated dogs but loved cats and cows, Clemens Vig

remembered those occasions when jhe Vig children would bring home

stray dogs like all little bloyfa:;? "My father didn't want any

dogs around, Everytime we would come home with a stray we

would have a little shooting match and a burial ceremony up on

the hill, But Dad said he.had enough kids to feed, he didn't

need any dogs around."” P. Sﬁ.Vig liked cats beacuse they kept

16

down the mice and were practical, In his later life Einar

remained preferential towards cats and always had them around
when he lived on College Hill.17

Although the Vig children could not have dogs for pets,
they did have a turkey for a short time. Mrs. Marcus Beck

related the humorous incident;

I can recall that on Thanksgiving Mrs. Vig had
this one turkey she was feeding for Thanksgiving.
It had become a family pet just like a little kitty
or dog., They called it by name. They had a great
deal of pleasure with this turkey. It would come
up when they were sitting on the porch. It would
come up and visit with them and it was very friendly.
Come Thanksgiving Mrs., Vig had butchered the turkey
and prepared it. There was this lovely, lovely
turkey dinner waiting for them and no one would eat.
Because they wouldn't eat any turkey and take a
bite of Bill or whatever they named the turkey.
They weren't going to take a bite .of that turkey
because he.was their pet,18 . iz . |
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Einar attended Blair's old West School, which was on the
same location as the present scﬁool. 'However there was no
availabte record of his attendance atlithe City Superiniendent
of Schooi's office.19 Einar attended the $$é§3§£§i¥§$¢son-of
Dana College, which was high school level, He attended duting the
. school year 1919-20 when he took classes in Plane Geometiry, Danish II,
- Agriculture, Modern History, and Retoric. The next record of
him was one year later when he took Physical Geography, Danish
therature, Danish III, German I,Botany, and English History in
the school year of 1921-1922, ngﬁwo years g
" during-which—time he took these courses at Blair High Schools
Algebra, Ciiics,-English, Latin and Manual Training. BDuting
the summer of 1924 he took a course in Aﬁerican Literature at
Dgna. His final year wa3 aé Dana was 1924-1925 when he enrolled
~ in English Literatuue. Adzanced Arithmetic. V. S. History, Daplsh
‘.III & IV, and Bible Study.2 : According to Dr?bElmef Rasmuésén, T
Registar of Dana College, tﬁere is no record of Einar taking any
courses'a# the reguiar ér normal collegq.21

Einar graduated on May 29th, 1925, at eight p. m. in the
Dana College Auditorium. The class mitto.was Zferveithe Lord
with Gladness.”™ The other twelve students of his graduating
- class were Alvina E. Blondo, Arlo R. Clausen, Ruth I. Carter,
Philip T. Hansen,'Ester E. Jensen, Knud E, Larsen, Christian
F. Chrisﬁgnsen, Ester K. Marcussén. ARthur F. Nelson, Carl A.
Nelson, Hedvig C. M. Nyholm and Gudmund Pedersen.22

Einar and ﬁis brothers were avid basketball players
while they.Qere at Dana.. Tﬁe,Wéshington County Review Herald
iasue fo‘March 2, iéﬁo'reports that between 1919 and 1934 a
mcmhef of the Vig faﬁily piayea zn?the Qdana haskebyall toan

every season with the exception of the 1928 and 1929 sgeaszons,
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member of the Xig family played on the Dana team every season
with the exception of the 1928 and 1929 seasons. A total of
six brothers played fo¥ the team. The first to play for Dana
was Clemens who was a forward, He was followed by Eli, a center,

Einar, a forward and long shot artist, and Clarence, Arndt, and

‘ Viotor.23 Another article tim tiat paper revealed the basketball

prowess of the Vig brothers., The Dana coach had an open date on
the schedule in 1928 and decided to challenge the Vig brothers
for some practice. When the Vig brothers were asked if they
would be willing to play the Dana cagers they stated, "Sure,
we will be ready any time you want to play us." The sharp
shooting Vig quintet defeated the Dana varsity team 67 to 11.24
“On March 21, 1929 Peder Sfrensen Vig died, He had '
B Befoy
continued teachingvuntil less thaft a year before, Whenehe died at
the age of 74 he had been ill for some time.25 Einar recounted
his father's last few months:
Father was always a meticulous bookkeeper,
The fact that the last entries he made in his
record are dated October 5, 1928 is indicative
. of his physical decline, It was becoming increas-
ingly difficult for him to write, yes, even to
write his own name. He was no longer able to
visit the grocer, the butcher and the baker the
first of every ggnth and pay his bills. That
fell to my lot.
The death of his father deeply affected Einar. Although
he had felt that his father was overly strict with him as a
child and boy, Einar had a deep, abiding respect and love
for his father, He devoted years to the writing of a biography
‘of his father, A Biography of P. S. Vig, of which the Danish
version was completed in Septémber. 1932, Einar expressed
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his feeling concernip® his father in the foreward of the books

It has been a rare privilege and very
inspiring to work with vig, be he pastor,
teacher or historian, child, youth of man. Only
as a father did he become difficult to write

-about, for then memories crowed through my
thoughts, the tears flowed freely at times,

but the words would not come forth, I hope the:
readers will understand, and bear with me,

in that respect,?2?

After the death of his father, Einar remained at home

with his mother and the younger children. Einar never had a

n28

steady job, rather he was a "jack-of-all-trades, He was'in

the chicken business for some time. In April, 1928 he completed
a 34 lesson course on poultry farming conducted by the National
Poultry Institute.29 However Q!p‘was not very successful one
year and lost all his chickens to a disease for which at that
time there was no method of conirol. He was also unsuccessful
as a farmer, according to his brother Clemens Vig, c“'lzhe years
he attempted farming were“drought years, Einar was also an
electrician and had a flair:for anything mechanica1.3°

Clemens described his brother Einar as a man with strong
likes and dislikes and as a man who "found it awful hard to work
with other peOple."31 Einar found it easiest to work for people
who would leave him alone to his own methods. Ronald Vig, his
nephew, described Einar in this manner, "He was stubborn, if
he wanted to do it this way and somebody else wanted to do it
their way, he wpuld say, "I am going to do it my way or forget .
it.' He had é mind of his own and when he set his mind to some-
thing I tell you it took a string of mules and everything else to
gct)ﬁjﬁﬁotghfﬁge.his mind‘becguge he wasn't going to do it, "2

[ TT S
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Clemens Vig felt the work that Einar "liked the
best and probably did the best af was carpenter work."33
One place where Einar found employment to his liking was with
Charles Gaydou, owner and operatgr of the Gaydou and Brown',j
Hatchefy and Pouitry Farm, at the foot of College Hill on.23rd
Street, Einar developed a close friendship with "Charlie"
Gaydou and often worked for him in construction work. He helped
build many buildings at the hatchery; among them were range
houses and turkey roosts. Much of the time he would.work by

himself because that was what he preferred. The neighborhood

. boys liked to be around when Charlie was working but "there was

no foolishness around Einar and he didn't approve of having any

youngéters monkeying around when he was working., It was all

.business with him."34

Einar enjoyed games such as pinochle, bridge, and
horseshoes, and was also a fine golfer.35 For many years Einar
was a member of a bridge cludb which met weekly.fnThBamgmbenss
were Chﬁrlie Gaydou, Carl Christensen, known as “"King Carl.”
who was a lumber man, and P. V. Hansen, the son of C. X. Hansen.
Einar's prowfess as a golfer is reflected by his reaction ﬁt

making a hole-in-one., The event was reported in the following

news clipping:

HOLE-IN-ONE DOESN'T EXCITE BLAIR GOLFER;
EINAR VIG STAYS COOL
o . Blair, Neb,, Oct. 15-Arthur Johnson and
Einar vig, playing golf on the local links,
‘approached the second hole, a 98-yard pitch
uphill., Vig used his nyblick-ahd the ball had
eyes only for the hole, dropping out of sight,
A former athlete, Vig is noted for his
coolness. Friends asked Johnson of his reaction.
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"Did he get excited?" :
"No, " replied Johnson. "He Just said, 'well,

I'll be darned, pickeg up the ball and walked to
the number three tee,"37
Einar was also quite proficient in the sport of

horseshoes. An article from the Pilot Tribune of September 5,

1932 reported that a team of horseshoe tossers from Blair,
called the Blair Chamber of Commerce team, of which Einar
was a member defeated an all star team from the Omaha horseshoe
league in a tournament at Blair. The Blair team had a’ttotal of
1029 points against 1016 points for the Omahans. The Blair
team won 14 out'of the 25 fifty point matches that were played, '
The other members of the Blair team .were Charlie Gaydou, Wwill
Japp, Frank Colgan, and Kenneth West.38

Einar was always an avid gardener. He kept the Vig
home lawn and garden so that "it was just perfect, all the
trees were trimmed up around, no grass was growing up the trees

or anything."39 In the Cappers Farmer from April 1939 there

- was an article regarding Einar's -farming efforts:

WHAT KILLED BINDWEED

., There was a dense patch of bindweed in Einar
Vig's garden in Washington County, Nebraska. The
vines entwined plants with erect tops and smothered
them. Vig decided to learn whether cucumbers could
cope with the Jenny. He planted them thick and had
& heavy growth of vines and a good crop of cukes,
The next year only one bindweed plant 8as found
alive. Vig is unable to explain why.u

In 1936 Einar, his mother, ‘and:Glemens took a trip to
California, It was the first time that Einar had been away
from the Nebraska area, They left in September and returned
in Janugry. The trip took them t% Montana and then they g
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located1lMrs., Vig's brother's grave near Spokane, Washington.
After visiting Ruth, Einar's sister, now Mrs. Albert Olson of
Galdwell, Washington, they traveled down through Portland and
Eugene Oregon to California to visit Eli Vvig, their brother and
son, of Fresno, California., Clemens reminisced about the
journey:

He! Einar! enjoyed the trip and then one day
he said that he was going home. He just up and
said, 'I am going home.® He wanted to get back and
he got back here in one of the biggest snow storms
they had all winter. We went to the Rose Bowl and
saw Pittsburg and Washington play in the Rose Bowl,
saw the Rose Parade and I think it was a cougle of
days after that he said he was ready to go.

Einar made his livelihood from many sources. One important

one was the sale of his father's library. With the death of

Einar's father, Reverend P+ S. Vig, the family was left with his
extensive and valuable library, rich in the areas of theology and
the role of the Danes in America. It was Reverend Vig's hope
that he would be able to donate the library to the seminary
but pressing financial conditions prevented him from doing so.
However he did prddde that the school should have the first
choice in the purchase of books from the library. The spnod
was only able to grant $400 toward the purchase of book§ and the
seminary acquired what it could. Arrangements were made so that.
two of the younger sons,paid their college tuition in books

b2 During January and February of:1931

during'the Depression,
Einar made arrangements for the sale of books about the Danish
immigrants and emigration, to the Dan-America Archives Society,
headquarters in Chicago, Illinois, This society was the
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the American representative for the Dahish-American Archives
which was established in Aalborg, Denmark. Einar corresponded
with J. Christian Bay, librarian at the John Crerar Library in
Chicago regarding the purchase of the books. In February of
1931 Einar received a check for $550 for the Vig ﬁanusctipts

and books., These were then sent over to the library in Aalborg,
L3

Denmark.
With the coming of war in Europe Einar registered for
the draft on October 16, 1940, He registered in Blair and was

':'déscribed as white with blue eyes, blonde hair, light complexion,

" being 6°'0" in héight, and weighing 155 pounds.u# Binartwas: t:ra

. inducted Aprilc28y.il9d2 at'Fort.CrodkpNebraska Intordhe.army Aaeod.
‘Withthe-entrance of the United Skates into World War II,and-

the—resuktins need~for=manpower, At the time Einar was 37 Yearé
®

Von old.and his occupation was listed as’teamster, He was then
gsent to the Air Corps Taechnical School at Lowry Flield in ﬁenver,
Colorado. Einar's speciality was "Armorer 911."“".5 He attended
the Air Forces Technical School and completed the course for

aircraft;: armorers on December 5, 1952, His Certificate of

Proficiency reports that he gradhated with a "very satisf&ctory

rating and had a final rating of 86.1% 46
Clemens Vig recalled his visits to Einar at Lowry Field:

Well now he had a hard time in the Army, not
. about getting along, mostly he had a tough time in
the army because he spent an awful lot of time in
sick bay. I know he had alot of trouble with his
teeth all of his life. He should of had those
fixed. But I was out to see him out al Lowry Field.
He was in the sick bay everytime I came out., He was ”
and instructor on the gunnery on these large planes.

-
~
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Einar was promoted to sfrgeant on April 1, 1943, However,

‘with the turn of the war for the United States the need for

the older manpower lessened and inducted personnel over 38
years of age were discharged. Einar was honoradbly discharged
from active duty status on June 10, 1943, Howéver Einar

remained. in the Enlisted Reserve Corps until December 14, 1944

when he.was givennan honorable discharge at the Seventh Service

Command Headquarters at Omaha, Nebra.taka.l"8

On May 7, 1944 another significant event occurred in
Einar's life with the death of his mother, Karen Oline vig. At
the time of her death she was 69 years old, The cause of death
is listed on the death dertificate as valvular heart disease.ug
Einar had been close to hig mother and was devoted to her;50 '

After his service in the army Einar returned to his
former manner of iife. A létter from Bennet, his half-brother
who . worked for the LedgerfEnQuirﬁr in Columbus, Georgia, é}ted
February 19th, 1944, reveals some aspects of Einar's life:

It was a coincidence that my letter hoping
that you would take up your old love - genealogy -
and yours asking me for Evjen's book, should cross
each other in the mail. I'm happy to see that your
interest in this avocation has revived; but I am
sorry that you asked me for that particular book.

As you will probably remember I spent my last
~winter at home in collaborating with Father on his

-~ Danske I Krig. In the course of this work we used

. this text quite frequently. Because of this it is
the most vivid reminder of the time when I felt
closest to Father, I am speaking comparatively here
.because under his front of geniality, Father was a
.person very hard to get next to,

However there is one book in his library for
which I would trade and that is a copy of Holberg's
Comedier, bound in red and gold, If you still have
this bggk forward it té me and I shall send you the
EVJ en, -+

- 14 -



'Madsen described Einar's living quarterss

Thié letter again reveals how Einar's father had been a
difficult man to get close to and to have an intimate
relationship with., It also mentions genealogy which was one of
Einar's main interests and avocations throughout his life.

Einar also maintained an active library of Danish books until

t he left the Vig home when it was sold 1n' 1957,

After the war and the rapid increase in the size of
Dana College,Einar wae~¢o~beg$h taking on boarders from the
college.which included faculty and students. Dr. C. C. Madsen
was one of the faculty members who stayed with Einar for awhile
with_hig.family. Dr. Madsen had first met Einar. when he came
to Dana in the fall of 19_27.": Tater when he roturned to Daha

: “heand
when he got out of the Navy in 194§Ahis family resided with%
. D " ARSI e SO
Einar for a few months. At thal time. Dana was buildingADr.

an d i -f . I;.'- ‘
Madsen ,a~-house-whioh was not finished until Christmas of 1946.

When the Madsen family arrived in June they roomed with Einar,
who had partitioned off the study and part of the house for his

‘own use. Dr. Madsen and his wife,Esteéer,.lived in the rest of

the house, They had their own housekeeping privileges. Dr.
52

‘ He was a neat housekeeper in spite of the fact

. that he lived by hims2lf and just lived on peanut
butter, He kept his house neat and clean. His

"-fZather's study, which was the sacred part of the .

thouse, was’in the south wing., When we lived there -
he would hole up in that room, he had a cot in there
and slept in there. There was a kitchen on the west
and sort of a passageway between the house and the
shed which I guess was kind of a leanto, and there
was a gm%%l kitchen besides the regular kitchen which
we used.

" Dr. Madsen expressed his view of Einar dﬁﬁ‘%fﬂiho pbtpnxiala

- #hick Tirachhaldese MGy . = 15 -

‘He was a very interesiing psrzon. It wvas
one of thore tragedies that o verson whm was
wbremesndously brilliunt end gifted and conldw



which Einar had:

. He was a very interesting person., It was
one of those tragedies that a person who was -
tremendously brilliant and gifted and could have
been a great scholar and historian but he just %ni
kind of sat there by himself and never got out
and never went to school . . . I have always
felt that hewas a man with a keen mind and

. brilliant and especially historical bent of mind.
I think he could have been a great scholar, a
great historian if he had just followed5§he
pattern and gotten out. He just lived.

During the time that the Madsens resided with Einar
they spent quite a bit of time with him and got well acquainted

e

‘with hims

That's when I heard of some of his projects
and controversies of the church. And it was
_ interesting then, you know he was very much a
recluse all his life and he didn't mix socially
with anybody, but he would sit at that house with
: a pair of field glasses and watch the students %;
go on across the campus up and down the hill. He
‘could spot just dozens and dozens of students.
He got to know them and of course he knew their
families and knew their parents when they were
students here and family history, maybe the church
they belonged to and if the pastor had studieéd
here., It was just fantastic how much he kept
abreast of the life on the campus even though he
toe never came to any activities and never went out
socially, He spent quite a bit of his time even
then digging up old church records, and writing 55
histories and working on this genealogy and so on.

Einar worked at a variety of jobs during the time that the
‘Madsens resided with him. Dr. Madsen confirmed the earlier
opinionsiof Clemens and Ron Vig regarding Einar's attitude

- toward work:

He was the kind of person that didn't like
to be disciplined and he didn't like to be :~:imcn
regimentafted. He didn't want anybody to tell
him what to do and how to do it. He had his
won way of doing it. He set his own discipline.
In some ways he disciplined himself rather

-
e

-




strigtly and in other ways he didn't. I think

that's the main reason he never lasted long in

a job! he wasn't lazy but he liked to set his

own hours and do it his own way.
ginar would pick up odd jobs whenever he felt like it. He
;giked as a butcher and would often help a farmer butcher his
. hogs., He also worked as a carpenter among other occupations.
But regardless of what he did Einar did it his own way and on
his own time sohedule.56

Einar had a very simple life style. Dr. Madsen recalled
seeing Einar in a suit énly fourior five times the entire time
that he knew him., Einar just worqisimple overalls and lived
on peanut butter and white bread, On rare occasions he would
make up a meat dish.57

Einar took on other bvoarders over the years., Pastor
F. W. Thomsen, of Dana College, 21 his wife and his wife's
mother resided with Einhar forbggime before and after the death
of Einar's mother. Einar also had geveral students stay with
him aftér‘World War II when the rﬁpid increase in enrollment
. pesulted in a shortage in dorm rooms. Among the students that
stayed with Einar was mY father, John Qhomas Beck., He Htayed
with Einar for several years and was to develop a ‘deep and close
friendship w;th Einar. 58

Dr. Madsen perhaps best described the bond between Einar
and my fathers "Your dad was the‘kind,of person that Einar
would appreciate alot, He would accept him with his own

§

idiosygcraskes=and I am positivehthat Einar had alot of rigpeot
for your dad.” 59 My father wrateé Later concerning Einars "

—”'
../'
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Einar was to me a good friend and one of
the most striking people I have ever known,
perhaps because he was a born noncomformist
who cared, or seemed to care, little for what
people thought of him. His personiidiosyncrasies
are legion, but others either accepted him on
his own terms or he would have as little as
possible to do with them, In short - Einar
*did his own thing' - and this may wetl be the
reason I personally liked him so very much. He
was honest, direct and rarely 'played games'
with othergo You knew where you stood and
often why.,

1

My father continued his friendship with Einar throughout
the many years after he left Dana., As a young girl I can
remember my father going off to town to visit some old man
(Einar) each year when we utviéﬁed Blair,

Einar was also extremely interested in the 0ld West.
Einar had read all of Zgae.Grey's books and had a fairly

complete collection of them which included a few first editions
61 As.

of Zane Grey's works., Howag.also a great ddmirer of Zane ]
62 ] cwthov &,
Greyj and-as-anrrictcation—of~bhie. Einar hadwzraced the éeme
Enmnvs..

" gweey family back many generations. Among kie papers at the

' LS,
Nebraska Historical. Society he~had a letter from Mrs. Zane

. Grey dated April 7, 1939 regarding his genealogical research

into the ancestory of the Zane Grey family.63

Einar also had a great interest in lost gold mines and
hidden treasure. ' Ron Vig recalled Einar's interests "Everything
about the bld West intrigued him 100% and he was always looking
into it. He was trying to know as much as he possibly could
about it. That was our dream. We were always going to go out

and find the Lost Dutchman Mine. He knew where it was at."6u

"Among the personal papers and scrapbooks that Einar left were
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many neWépapertclippongs and articles regarding lost treasure

and gold mines, such as the Cocos Island in the Pacific Ocean

off the coast of Costa Rica, which is the supposed location of

pirate treasure. Another example of the articles is one regarding

a suitcase which John Dillinger is reputed to have buried near
cotledea and

Little Bohemia, Wisconsin with $200,000 in it. Einar 1eft

many other clippings and articleé regarding the 0ld West. EThey

included articlee.such as "End of the Indian Menace" fromtthe

Magazine of the Midlands which recounts the forgotten Battle of

Arickee., Another article was "Sculptures of Stone," about the
home of the Navajos in Monument Valley.65
Einar also appears to have had some interest in prominent
kidnappings. .Many articles in his scrapbook concern eminent
kidnapping cases of his tiﬁé. Oone of his scrapbooks containsa
the front page of "The Omaha Sunday Bes® for June 1, 1924, which

' Qs
relates the story of the Franks kglligg-end—kidnap~1ﬁvhich two

college boys, sons of millionarie families, carried off and

killed a fourteen year o0ld boy for ransom. There is also a
story concerning‘the Mattson ohild kidnapping which also relates
the tales of other child kidnappings.66
Binar remained ;t the Vig hbme on College Hill during
most of the fifties. During 1950 he undef:iook a new projecte-
writing a monthly family newsletter under the heading of Vig
Memorial Archives. Excerpts in Einar's own words indicate his
activities that years |
| June 20, 1950 -~ By this time next mofith the ra
raspberries will bve filling my time, I hope. The
. reds were hurt badly by the winter so the crop may

- 19 -
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be a bit short but the blacks are loaded to the hilt,
July 17, 1950 - The berry crop isn't too heavy,
the reds ripening very unevenly, butithey keep me on
the go just the same. I have several girls picking
now, but have to pitch and break my back once in a
while to g£et the job done by noon.
August 17, 1950 - The berry business wasn't
too good this year but now I'm working at carpeniry,
painting, etc. and may have five students staying
with me this winter,
November 20, 1950 - Here all is usual, except
perhaps that Clem is showing some improvement now
« that he has store teeth to get acquainted with, I.
¥ finished the Mayor*s garage last Saturday without
getting my fingers frozen, thank you, and am now
at home, hoping to get my corn harvested, if the
blanket of snow we got yesterday will kindly
disappear. Incidentally, I'll be getting new store
teeth tomarrow, if all goes webl, after raising hobd
with VA and other with the help of a Senator. I got
_ more action from VA and Service gfficers in a recent
month then I've had in 5 years.6 :

Einar used to ship his raspberries to Sioux City and had
a variety of customers in Blair. Einar had his share of labor

troubles as he found it difficult to get someqne‘to pick the

* berries and not just pick the easy ones, "And then his customers

»

sometimes would say that they didn't want the berries justnat

i that time, Of course.the berries don't wait for the customers

so then he would be sitting there with a bunch of berries. I
,Eclemena Vié}can remember him getting up in the midd;e of the
xpight torsort them out to keep them from spoiling. He had more
grief withlthose berries.” As a last resort a man named Gustenson
who was also in the berry business owned a flat truck and would
"haul the berries down to Omaha and peddle them. At this fime

there was no available method of preserving tﬁe berries.68

Clemens recalied the years in the fifties after he
returned to Blair: "In all the years that I was back here, in the
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1950'siand on I qouldn't get hiqéto go out with me at all,j I
tried to get him to go out. HeQWouldn't even go out to Sunday
dinner. But, he would go to Mary's housei_his sister-in-law} and

he would go to Vi's housei Vi Anderson, a long time friend and
neighbor’ and other places like that. He used 1to go hunting with
Jimi_Andersoﬁ} , he used to go pheasant hunting with other parties

out in the state. He liked that but he was just painfully shy in
the public., You couldn't get him to go to social functions.” 69
" Ron Vig's earliest recollections of Einar are when Elnar

would come down for Sunday dinner to the home of his brother,

. Clarence Vig, Ron's father. Einar used to have an old Model A

which he would drive down from the college. Ron recalled, "Ein
used to fake me out and show me his car. I used to play behind
the wheel and hg yould say"Watéy'out for cars, Ron,* n?0  Einar
and Ron were quite Qlose especig}ly afier the death.of Ron's
father, Clarencgﬁ.ﬁh? at the tiﬁ? of his death in Septembg?!1956

JLL

was the County School Superinteg?ent of Schools and who ai%one time

71

m

had been the mayor 6f Blair.
Ron des?ribed the Vig home on Gollege Hills
. . b [N Lo

I remember I would be going straight south
going into' the lane, 6ff!'‘to'my right would be

.. a cornfield, that cut back west and then south

again, 'Then'there was 4'horseshoe pitching !
deal, a big, old mound of hay and then there was :
a barn‘'and-'a couple of small terraces and stuff.’
Then off to the left there was a row of trees, with

.a big. sycamore tree right before you get to the
house. There was an old creamery that Einar used

_to use for a workshop tacked on the house .on the

west with a sidewalk running from east to west

~ going out to the barn., There were two small
terraces going up. There were sweet peas, Einar
had all kinds of sweet peas up there just growing
everywhere. Then you would go on up th the orchard.



There were all kinds of apples and berries and
raspberries, I remember the library and all those
books, thouéands of books in there., It was my
grandpa's library and a good portion were still
there when I was there, because E used to go . in
there and just sit and look up.’

Einar worked on the Buildings and Grounds Staff of
C
~Dana College for a few years after 1956, under the direction

of Mr, Snowbeck.73 Einar worked there for awhile until 1957
when he moved to the Blair airport &fter the gale of the Vig
home., Einar had difficulties when he worked .for the college
because of his individuallty and his insistance on working his
own hours and using his own methods of doing things.Vh

In 1957, under President C. C. Madsen, Dana College
undertook a massive expansion program which included the purchase
of the Vig property.75 Eindr had expressed a desire for the
college to purchase the Vig property earlier in the family
‘newsletter:

April 18, 1950 - Last Saturday evening, Dad's
present successor as Dean of Trinity Seminary,
Rev, Theo Jensen, who incidentally, is a son of the
man who was Dad's successor as Pres. of Dana and TS
in 1905, paid me a visit. He comes around two or
three times a year and I enjoy his visits. This time
he said, among other things, that his family is a
bit crowded in their present home (the first floor
of a two-story house that Dad owned briefly in 1905),
I then told him that I had long harbored the notion
that our old home should one day be the official
home of Dad's successors at TS but to date the powers
that be at the school haven't seen fit to make an
offer or even talk sense about acquiring this
property, even though they freely admit they'd like
to have it. Dean Jensen was interested but he has
no authority as far as agquiring property is concerned.
so only time will tell,?7

However.the college acquired the property only to sell the house

and have it moved offfthe property. Ervin Larson was the
. -22 - ’



purchaser of the Vig home and he had it‘moved down to Park
Street &n Blair and converted it into an apartment house.

Einar was overheard to comment as he gazed at his old home,

"I have no regfets."77

In November, 1957 Einar moved out to the Blair airﬁort,
which is located north of the town. He had an apartment out
at the airport and golf course complex and worked as a handyman
and took care of the greens. It was while he was out at the
airport that he burned an old Danish pump organ which had been
in the family for years:

He was out at the airport when he burned the
organ, It was a fantastic work of art. It was an
organ with foot pedals and all the knobs you pull
out, It had little racks for nick-nacks all the
way up and down the sides, It was all hand-carved,

You were supposed to have a pump to turn the crank

on it but he ran it with his vacuum cleaner. It

was all in Danish., He came into town one day and

said "I burned the organ today.” I! Ron Vig)said

"What?" "I burned the organ today," he said, "

"nobody to give it to and I didn't have any room

for it, all the memorigs and everything should
just go up in smoke."?

Einar cared little for monetary gain and had so much sentiment
and memories in that organ that he felt that destroying the old
Danish oréan would be better thaﬁ gselling it as a mere piece of
fumituré. Einar remained gud”at the alrpdt unitl 1960 when h; moved:
out because of the poor insulation of his apartment during
the cold winter. At that time he moved &a.the Good Shephard
Home.in Blair.’” |

At the GogE/Shepherd Home Einar lived in the old white
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house on the corner of Wright and 22nd Street that the Home

was originally started in., For awhile he had a room in the
basement but then he moved upstairs. Mrs, Johansen, who
worked at the Home recalled the Einar never wanted them to
dust his room or clean it in any way, gnd that he kept his room
up and was "such a nice housekeeper." Mrs., Johansen said that
Einar was a willing worker and described his job:

He was the handyman there. We had quite a

garden at that time. He took care of that and the

flowers., But if we asked him to do something and

he didn't think it should be done that way he didn't

do it. He had good ideas of his own, so that didn't

bother us too much. We just let him go ahead,axell

like putting out flowers and things llike that.

Einar spent most of his free time in studying,:redding
and working on his genaalogical projects. Einar didn't care
for television and thought it was a waste of time, Einar got
along well with everyone at the Home as long as they left him
alone and let him do what he wanted to do., Ron Vig used to
visit Einar frequently. Einar left the Home after a few years
80 Ron recalled

: dq,c.l:d&(l +o move \r\aulnsf e
that it was in the summer of 1963 that Einar ‘moveé~ee=he-had - ~~ "7

as there were too many people around for him.

‘o, ¢

 been discontented for awhile, and—then~ell~of~e~suddenshe-pas .-

. . . ’as,‘dugrwu'geud‘
- mowihg. Einar gﬁa.énsiudbo&dednthat he was going to concentrate
. on things that he wanted to do for himself. '

82

Einar moved to a small white house at 272 North 2igt | _.
N $nemeantime, Ernar

Street. He lived there alone until his death. ~EBinan continued

his.simple life styie. He just wore bib overalls with a blue

shirt;% Einar would always eat éﬁippy peanut butter, cheese
sandwhibhesaand sugar cookies, ‘and- he liked his coffee to be

A
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i}l/h coffee and 3/4 milk. His cottage was located right next
to the railroad tracks and whenever a train would pass by the
noise would drownes out all attempts at conversation. Einar
rather enjoyed the sound of the train and would often wake up
in the middle of the night and listen to the train go by and
think awhile and then go back to sleep. Einar maintained the
railroad fiight-of-way so that it looked like a garden. He also
had a set of horseshoe pits located on the right-of-way and used
to play quite frequently. He always kept his yafd'immaculately
clean and well groomed.83 | L
After Einar moved over to North 2ist Street he w the
mﬁjopipy‘of his efforts toward his genealogical work. A$ this
time he owned a 1936 Plymouth Mé‘ used to take Ron Vig
out to the country roads and teach him to drive. Einar used
' to have Ron drive out to all of the old cemetéries in the county.
”That's why I can tell you where the cemettéries are:at because
that's where I learned to drive to. At the cemetéries I was
keeping notes for him, writing down all those names and stuff.
He would look back in a book he had there and say, ‘'well we have
to go to this next cemetéry and you can drive to the next one.'
I bet we logged 500 miles just driving out of Blair. We got
real brave there for awhile, we would take off and go adventuring
into another countyy But it was real interesting for me teo."
Later after Ron got his license he used to go driving with Einar
on Sundayg. E;nar would want to go to a'certain cemetary so
Ron would drive him out there and then they would go fishing en
8 :

-
-

the way back.
n. ' o
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Einar maintained his independence. Clemens Vig
remembered trying to convince Einar to file for Social Securitys

He was so independent that he didn't even
want to apply for his Social Security. Wwell, I
said, °*Einar, they have taken money out of your .
check right along.' ‘'Well,’' he sald, 'I don't
" want thn government nosing in my business.' I
- -said, hy be foolish about it? Why don't you
! ' gopand get 1t?' And that was after he was
‘sixty-twe. That was when he was sixty-five and
"I told him, °'Why don't you take it at sixty+two
" and ‘you can go back for two years, and %ot that
back pay.' _I had .an awful time convincing him
to do that.85

Einar had a strong €hristian faith. John Beck describéd
- Tlnwrtaa

Einar's faith in these words, "He was a deeply Ehriatian man,

whose faith was so personal that he could not even abide public

«86

worship in his later yesars. Dr. C. C. Madsen agreed with

this opinion and'hlso described an incident which indiclto$
Einar's love for the hymns of the churchi

He was a great lover ofithe_ hymns of the
church. Shel Ester Madsen' used to play the
organ quite a bit down here at First Lutheran.
She played for the service for Clown, Clarence,
that's Mary's husband, and later Einar wrote
her a note and asked her if he could have the
.« names of the hymns that she played at the
' service.. And there he was again indicating
his'love for the hymns especially of the Danish .
church. ‘I think he was also the type of man ‘
- who had his own unique brand of devotional®life.
- You very seldom saw him in church except yery
occasionally for a funeral. Well just his
biblical studies would indicate that he had
his own devotional llfg and I am sure that it i
was .a deep, solid one. 7 s

Einar also had found what he felt was the location of Mt. Sinal

through correspendence with the Middle East and intense study of

the Bible.g8

In 1954 Einar publishod a. pamphlot entitled Egggggg; Bible

x
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Studies. He had it printed at the Lutheran Publishing House,
200 South Fifth Street, Blair. The work order is dated June 24.
1954 and is for the printing of 2,000 00p1e3.89 ~Einar also had
his work copyrighted that same month.9q E&Aagi;ls;rknio the
summation of his many years of personal study of the Bible and

' related the chronology of time from the oreation to the birth
and death of Christ. Einar first explainf the calendar as he
understood it should be. From his study of the Bible he felt

~ that God meant for a c)aendar year besiahd, with April 1
followed with 13 monthn‘of 28 days each., Any surplus days would
be Holy Days dedicated to the Lord.’l '

The second section of Personal Bible Studies is invelved

with 01d Testament Chronology. The introductory pgragraph_uppegrs

as followfs

The following chronology has been complied
by one, who, in all sincerity, humility and faith,
sought to solve the riddles of chronology by using
only Bible data, all in the belief that the Bible
is its own best commentary, wherefore comtemporary
data must be tested by Bible data, not Vice versa.
- The work first appeared to be a giant jig-saw puzzle
- impossible of solution, but when, at long last, the
" pleces began to fall into their proper places,
progress was so automatic as to make one feel that
he really had very, very little to do with it. Ego .=
.wag the chief obstacle during the studies, and is |
evén now, the principal opponent to igs continuation _
, of publication. 92

_ book . . )
ﬁxns&rst establishes a direct line from Adam to Christ as a

+ basic chronology and;ni:plains Riw refferqnces in each case in,
. ’ ' Grav - L

It . .
great detail. “W¥ tnen presents what he felt were the six
. major riddles of the 0ld Testament.and treatments of the era..
of the judges, from Mizjpeh to the Pirth of Christ, and a

.:.' - ‘ ..‘. ’ . . . .
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chronology of Genesis to the Judges. The final section is a
chronology of the 1ife of Christ.??

Einar hoped to have his paper agrve as a testimony of his
Ghristian faith and as a light to help others realize the grace:
and peace he felt in his strong faith in God and Christ:

Man‘s knowledge has truly made the chronology
of Genesis the 'strait gate' and that from Genesis
to Christ the 'narrow way' to both world chronology
and history. God willing, this 1little booklet
.may serve as a guide through that stralt gate and
narrow way leading to the true chronology, and,

. enroute, increase man's knowledge OF and FROM the
" Bible, thereby strenghthening hisufaltoring faith
in the Triune God and the Bible.

In his conclusion Einar expressed his need to reveal what was the

bais of his faiths

At long last, the tasﬁ of presenting the ¢
very essence of Bible- and world-chronology, as
I have been given or learned, to see and under-
stand it, has been completed. Ego still insists
. that it is all in vain but Faith tells me other- .
wise. Well do I know that many Scripture passages .:
- bid me be silent, only a very few bid me reveal i
- what I have learned, or think I have learned;
passages such as the words of Paul, in Romans 7,19:
‘For the good that I would I do nots but the evil
which I would not, that I do, " strike hard, both
for and against Ego and Faith, but faith bids me
borrow the words of Luther: ‘'Here I stand, I cannot
do otherwise. God heég mel Amen!‘' to which I can
only add my own Amen. : , '

Thisfsr passage indicated much about Einar. It showed his strong
faith aq@ibelie? in that he must do what he felt was best. '
'Eina: felt that he should express his faith and as the quotation

£0l" Luther said, Einar could not do otherwise. .
- Grar alsd +heorized abouf the Cowae af niedes n h,'sfd‘r‘:(,'“" .
e wa's '@s})e all -)c;‘e-f'e' /,hh SR e
ouglas M@Arth;l;r.d ‘Einar'g scrapbéoks contained many 6lippings

S 4 : Krom.
that invelved the genera;;%g}-the “Japs Quit; war Ends; MacArthur
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Rules Nlps;;' from the August 15, 1945 World Hera1d?% -to "Last

* Earthly Joﬁrney'for MacAruthur" from the World Herald issue of
April 9, 1964.9? Einar felt that MacArthur was the man that our
nation needed to deliver it from the th?eat of communism, Einar
‘felt that God determined -the course of gistory and that the present

" time was phat of a major crisis:

27 God also.dpecified othéer times. for.man, such z4
as the bondage in Egypt, the wilderness trek in
Exodus, and the captivity in Babylon, then gave
" e him renewed and everlasting access to the Tree
of Life via true °failth in His Son, Jesus Christ.
However, man's mustard seed of rForbidden Knowledge
has groen into a veritable forest, bringing him 4
.ever nearer to the omniscience of God Almighty, 3
on one hand, but leading him ever further away )
from obedience to Him,on the obther, until now, '
here in U, S, A,, a world leader in both Christlanity
and science (man's knowledge), man has sought and
still seeks to leglslate Christ out of the national
plcture and substitute the dollar sign for the
Cross of Christ. Early man's route: from Eden
to Sodom-Gomorrah via Babel, is synonymous with
our national rggte: from Freedom to Communism
via Soclalism.

In the Ansgar Lutheran of February 18, 1952 Einar wrote
and article entitled "Bible History and U, S. History" undér the
column “Théughts of a Layman". It expressed _his feelings that
the history of the United States is merely a repetition of
blblical history. Einar compared Washington and the great patriots
of that time to Jacob and the 70 patriarchs of Israel who went fntb
Egypt, as both groups founded a great nation. " He continued by
comparing Moses and Lincoln as both brought their nations out of

Slavery. Our presidents after Lincoln are compared to Joshua and

.

it

the Judges of old. Einar continuéd,"Then as in Israel, so also

here did dissatisfactlon with the established order give rise to

the reign of Saul,_so did Truman that of Roosevelt; and finallx,
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as Israel turned to David, so we now seek a David to set our
national house in order." The second parallel which Einar makes
18 between biblical history and the corruption in the socletys

As Jacob et allplaced their trust in God . .. i .nty,
Almighty, so did Washington et al; so also with
Moses and Lincoln; as Saul was obedient to God
in the beginning, so also here, but where Saul
later sought to kill his God-anointed successor,
here the supposed Almighty Dollar was enthroned
in our national temple and efforts made to
legislate poverty out of existence, =-such legisla-
tion, being contrary to the teachings of Christ,
1s really an effort to legislate Christ and His
teachings out of our national 1life; and lastly,

- the Ishbosheth of old was of little consequense
whereas his modern counterpart vetoed the simplest
" of mathematical formulae: one plus one ejual
two, and substituted his own: one equals untold
billions of dollars, aye, and untold moral
corruption, the true fruit of dollar-idolatry.

We are now threatened with a captivity much
worse than that of Israel in Babylon, a captivity
which only a David can forestall, As a nation,
we are no longer in midstream, we are quite
definitely on the very brink of disaster, where
changing horses, mules or elephants 1is futile,
for a David is our only hope. There has yet to
be a David in the White House and since we, as
a nation, are all too apparently not yet ready
for Christ, we must as did Israel of old, have a
David as a stepping-stone toward'Christ.99

It 18 apparent from the articles which Einar saved about
General MacArthur that Einar belleved that MacArthur was to have
been the David to place the U. S, A. on the correct path towards
God and Christ. These are some quotatlons from General MacArthur
which demonstrate his similiarities in belief with Einar: .

Our need for patriotic fervor and religious
devotion was never more impelling. There can be
no compromise with atheistic communism-= no half-way
in the preservation of freedom and religion. It
must be all or nothing.

We must unite in the high purpose ‘that the
liberties etched upon the design of our life by
‘our forefarthers be unimpalred and that we main-
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tain the moral courage and spiritual leadership to
preserve inviolate that mighty bulwark of all
freedom, our Christian faith.

* . We stand at a critical moment of history - at
'a vital crossroad. In one direction is the path of
courageous patriots seeking in humility but the
opportunity to serve their .country; the other for a

Soclallst state and 8Blavery.
The one boldly speaks the truth; the other

spreads propaganda, fear and deception.

The one demounces excesslve taxation, bureau-
cratic government and corruption: the other seeks
more taxes, more bureaucratic power, and shields

corruption.
The people, as the ultimate rulers, must choose

the course our nation shall follow. On thelr

decision rest the future of our free civilization

and the survival of our Christian falth.

Throughout the writings of Einar and MacArthur there
are many common chords suéh:as.the needfor'a’strong Christian
baslis for the United States and a policy of limited lnterf?{ence
with lndividual freedoms and llmited taxation. There is also
expressed in both authors an abhorrence for communism and
soclalism and ahy programs which might bring'the United States
closer to a soclalist socliety in any manner, It is evident that
Einar would have agreed with General MacArthur's plan to en& the
war in Korea by, the use of atomic bombs and a belt of radloactive
cobalt because it would have dealt a severe blow to the advancel
of communism,

Einar wrote many articles apd columns for the Danish
luthéran publications. He{ﬁqﬂﬂd ﬁumerous articles in Dapigh for
the Nordlyset, and the Luthersk Ugeblad, He alsowrote a’regular
column ip Danlgh for the Nordlyset which was entitled ”Vig‘
Memorial Archlves" for many years. Einar wrote a history of

the Nebraska district of the Danish lutheran church which he
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delivered at the Nebraska W. M. S. Conventlon August 25, 1944 at
Davey, Nebraska.1 ' $¢Mt¢ﬁlwwo wrote an article entitled "The
Garden of Eden" which was published in The Ansgar Lutheran on
January 21, 1952. It once again stated his convictions that the
path to world peace 1s through Chrlstia#ity and the world

‘acteptance of Christ:

All mankind 1s now seeking the peace 1t has
had but once in all history, in the Garden of Eden.
BUT, and it 1s a big BUT, how many are seeking that
God-glven peace according to God's directives? Far
too few! Far too many of the present peace efforts
are man-directed toward a man-made peace. Man's bes}
peace efforts will surely fail unless and until he ‘!
first makes peace with God and with Godfs terms.
Man's *free choice', a God-given g£ift in the Garden
of Eden, is with respect to true world peace,
strictly limited to but one choilce: he must first
make that vitally necessary peace with God. Once
man truly WILLS to make that peace, and the choice
is hls, world peace, ‘the peace of the Garden of
Eden, will again be man's and for all eternity.

Aye, search the Scriptures and youwill find
that the search for the Garden of Eden, where man's
agonles truly ended, and finds the Tree of Life 69
the Tree of Calvary, the Cross of Jesus Christil

Einar's major literary work was the bilography of his
father, A Biography of P, S, Vig which was completed in September
1932, The origlnal version was in Danish and an English trans-
' 103

lation was completed in September 1944, This manuscript and

Einar's attempts to have it publishéd were to sause a great deal
of grief in Einar's life. Einar submitted the manuscript to the
"synod in the fall of 1932 for publication. The synod kept the
manuscript for quite some time and'returhed 1t because they. felt
tbgt Einar had written too much about tﬁg controversial matters
in Reverend Vigfs life which 19volved the Danish synods. After
his return from the E}litﬁ?j&éfﬁér was to translate his Danish
e - 352 -



manuécrlpt into English. In a letter to my great-grandmother,

Mrs. Anna N, Beck.'dated.Deoember 23, 1944 Einar wrote about the

second manuscripts

. Then, too, I am awalting a report from
“the Publishing House Board ormy manuscript, a %
biography of my father., That report should be
forthcoming presently, for they have had over a
month now to consider the matter., They probably
won't like parts of it too well, but they can't

very well deny the truth of the authencity of

those parts, or any others for that matter, yet

it remains to be seen what they will do about 1t.

. . It is written in English this time. I?ve had
the Danlsn manusceript ‘lyilng around for 12 long
years.

In 19#6 the Lutheran Publishing House in Blair published

\

a blography on'P. S, .Vig which was titled..The Professor written
by Theo. P. Beck. Thls book was to be the first of a series on
the pioneers.:of. the Danish ‘church. Clemens Vig, Elnar's brother
- recalled Einar's feelings on the subject:

That was a big disappointment, one of the
real big disappointments in Einar's 1life that he
didn't get that bilography of Father. You see the
synod came out with a book on Dad, The Professor
written by a Beck. Einar claims they stole half
of that stuff out of his manuscipt. That's Just
.what he told me., I haven't varified it but he . "
“sald that they didn't want to publish it the way %
“he'had written 1t because they sald that there were
controversial matters that they didn't want aired.
He had a terrible time with N, C. Carlson who was '
the president of the synod. P, C. Jensen was -
supposed to be the. archiv¢st., He copied some stuff
out of there I am positive of that. Phil Magnlsen,
he was the manager of the publlishing house at the
time that Einar submitted his manmuscript to have
1t printed. Theywere going to write some books
all about theilr pioneers. And I tell you that : -~y
really hurt Eilnar, 1t wa§o§ the thirtlies when he
submitted the manuscript.

Itaappgérs as though there may he a basis for Einar's
bellef that a portion of his manuscript had been copled.
: ot P s .
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Theo. Beck beg&n work on hls book in 1944, This would have
meant that he might possibly have had access to the English
version Af he started in the later part of the year or he
could have had access to a copy of the Danish manuscript.

A comparision of the two blographies r?veals some interesting

simllarities, The first selectiu 18 £@® o  Theo. Beck's

work:

For three and a half years Vig worked on
the farm at Ravnholt in Gjesten parish. It was
a plous, God-fearing home. Especially the _ .
mistress exerted a strong Christian influence on 2
the boy. Often she -had him read to her the evening#
prayer from Bolsen's book of devotions, and con-
versed with him about things pertaining to the
kingdom of God. All her four sons had. attended
the folk high school at Uldum., One of them
played the violin. By his help Vig learned to
sing many good songs from Morten Eskesen's book
of songs. He made use of every opportunity to
hear lectures by teachers from Askov high school
and Bible studies by Pastor Schousboe at the
parish church. But every night, in the seclusion
of his dark chamber in the cow barn, he came
back to his mother's prayers. He was afraid in
the dark, but he found that prayer f%g quiet a -
troubled heart and drive fear away.

This next quotation covers the same period of P. S. Vig's 1ife

and is from Einar's biography:

The next three and one half years were spent
in the employ of Jens Mortensen at Ravnholdt,
GJesten Parish. The Mortensens, especially the
housewife, were God-fearing folk. She often
required Peter to read an Evening Prayer from
Bishop ‘Boisen's 'Book of Devotion' for her and
talked with him about many spiritual matters.

There were four grown sons in this home.
They had all attended Uldum High School and had
many good books which Peter read quite eagerly,
He also learned many of the songs in Morten
Eskesen's 'Songbook', alded by one of the sons
who played the violin.

A number of meetingswere held in that

. vicinity iduring the winter. Instructors from
Askove High School and Curate Schousboe from
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Gamst, among others gave lectures and scripture
readings. This was an entirely new world for .
Peter, a new world in which he was an eager !

participant.
. ) His was a dark, lonesome little room at one

end of the cow stable, and he was afraid of

darkness. Each and every evening found him

saying the prayers his mother had taught him.

There he discovered, through prayer to the God

e moot tirroratriken heare, 07 T CoUTRES FO

These two accounts are extremely similar in their content.
It is notewovrthy that everything ﬁhich Beck has in his account 1s
also in Einar's although Einar's goes into more detail. There are
many examples of simllar phraseology such as Einar's.wordsy
éIt wa§ a Baptist‘stronghold. an& they regarded him as a wolf
come to distyyb their flock of sheep,"’® and Theo. Beck's
choice of words, "There the Danish Baptists had a church and mission
field. They considered Vig as wolf among thelr flock."lo.9
It appears as thou%h Theo. Beck had access to a copy‘of Einar's
manuseript and used much of the information regarding P. S. Vig's
early life. However the two books differ regarding the detalls
of the early Danish church and the controversies which Vig was
involved in. Eilnar goes into great detall regarding the schism
. of the Dan{Sh church and.the many arg{ipents which involved his
father, whereas Beck merely skimg over the controversies. Theo.
Beck dld'acknoyledge the help he received from Einar in the front
of his book with these words, "I hereby gratefully aoknowiedge
my indebtedness to Mr. Einar Vig and té Pastors P, C. Jensen,
N. P, Lang and Chr. Falck for most of the materlal used in this
 work.“11° Regardless, Eilnar was ﬁurt by the affair and feli that

he had hot'reoeivedkdne reqognitiqn for the writing of his father's

.~
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blography. Th;oughout his 1ife Elnar felt that he had been
Paken advantag§ of.and resented 1it,

Elnar's main preoccupation was with the recording and
writing of locgl Danish and Washington County history. THough-
out Einar's llfe he was involved with complling a complete
genealogy of the early residents of all the families of the early
plonéers which resided in Washington County before 1869, He also
had a file on the Washington County resldents which came later,
E;ch genealogy on a family was as complete as far back as possible
and was feferenced to newspaper articles which contained information
regarding that familyr Eilnar used many sources for his family
trees. He would go out to the man%hmall country cemeteries and
dust off long forgotten grave stones for facts, He also made
extensive use of newspapers through the use of microfilm. Einar
had a midrofilm reader and numerous microfilms such as census
reports and small, defunct, local town newspapers of wWashington County/
Einar galned much of his information from obituaries and other
newspaper articles along with pergonal interviews and wr&tﬁgn
correspondence, | %’ t
| Einar's work with genealégies meant a great deal to him

and*devoted much time to them. Ron Vig recalled Einar's detail

and precisions

. That 1s the way he was,*everything has a place
for itself and that is where it should be and if it
is out of place well that's not me,* That is the
way he was in all his bookwork too, a:place for
everything and he knew where it was. He would be
talking about somebody and say 'well her great-
grandfather was such and such' and pull out the :
flle and show me all this stuff. It didn't mean too
much to me but it meant alot to him., But he had it
all right where it was., There were 80 few that he
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didn't know too much about too, I can remember
him telling me about someone and telling me
'Well I don't know too much about them, because
their parents were Russian.!: Anybody that was
from Denmark or uweden or Norway, he had them,
Well just anybody that came from a Scandinavian

x

,country he had them,l11 §

Einar\used“to correspond with .a-great. many people who were

- . e

i tracing their family tree and had had relatives in VWabBhington

County. H. Lyle Guyer was the Chairman of the Nehrakka Centennial
Committee in 1967 and heirecalled the assé@ance Einar gave him?
"Lots of people would write me for information regarding relatives.

I could go over there, to Einar's, and he had enough cross references

. in his books that we could get the information that they wanted,

Einar was always interested in helping to get the information.,?

Lyle Guyer also commented that Einar "would gladly furnish any

.information I wanted but if people took advantage of him he never

forgot it." Einar never .charged in any manner for his information
and paid‘all of the expenses incurred.ll?

Einar was ang\ involved wtth research into fhe early
history of the county. He wrote a ma jor sectifbn for the Blair
dentennial booklet, which was published in 1969, on the early
churches in Blair titled "On Lips Of An Ambling Boy & Favorite
Hymnt" >In this article he covers the history of the churches of
Blair from the early “railroad® services to the "ocourthouse"
services and the subsequent building of churches in the town,

;n back of the publication under "Acknowdedgements" 1s a Short
seotlon'régarding Einar:
--Einar Vig, son of the late P, S, Vig, a
Ploneer leader and historian of the Danish
Lutheran faith'in America, The Rev, Harpld C,

Jorgensen, asked to suggest a writer about Blair's



early churches, chose Einar who summed up his ..
concise effort this way: "Max Coffey provided
the candle, Reverend Jorgensen furnished the
match, and I simply 1it the candle." 113
Einar did extensive research into many areas of the history
of the county and he was interested 1in all facets of life,
. Steamboots
- He-had a file on the Bertrandy\on old school censuses, and on

the many and varied old organizations in the county such as
*the 0ld Timer Picnics, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the
Danish Brotherhood among other varied interests.114
Einar always had a speclal feeling for Dana College in
his heart. He spent the vast majority of his life living
ad jacent to the campus and recelved'ﬁwnosfzuntky of his high-.t¢
school educatlion at Dana's Academy. The Vig family had been
intimately connected with Dana College and Trinity Seminary
almost since 1ts conception. Einar expressed his feelings
concerning Dana in an essay for the W, M, 8., Program in February
1946+ oy
DANA
DANA and HOME are synonymous to me. Born and
‘reared in the very shadow, nay, not shadow, LIGHT
of DANA, I have seen her shine brightly through
the years and reach a elimax during one VWorld War
perlod; I have seen the drab shadows of human
fralllty dim her light; and now, during another .
world War period, I am withessing the revival of
the true DANA SPIRIT and see DANA's LIGHT plercing
the shades of gloom to reassume hei rightful place
An the hearts of her constituents.ll5
In 1956 Einar removed his papers and his father's manuscripts
which he had placed on loan to the Dana library and placed them
in the Nebraska State Historical Society Archives. Einar
- _resented thetprpblems that he had had with his manuscript and
that in his opinion-his work had been oépied. At that time
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P. C, Jensen was the archivist and Einar belleved that P, C,

Jensen had copled his manuscript%léﬁe however continued to have

fond feeling for Dana and continued to keep a private record-

of the history of Dana.ll7 He al?o helped William Christ:ensen

in his fesearch for Christewnsen's Saga of the Tower,wthe story
« of bana Collegé and Trinity Seminary.'which which was published

in 1959,118 |

During his last years Einar became more and more of a
recluse, He spent the majority of his time sitting in his small

house working on this genealogical studies. At the most he would

adventure uptown to get groceries and to get a haircut and to get

groceries. Ron recalled his attempts in those last few years to Fx

get Elnar to grow a beard: !
That was Einar Vig, just bib overalls and T

a blue shirt. Hair was always short., I tried

to get him to grow a beard for the Blair

centennial. He always called me Vig and I

always called him Vig too. I told him, 'Vig,

why don't you grow a beard for the Blair

centennlal, you can get one in two days.' He

said, 'Your grandpa had the best beard there

ever was 1in the Vig family and I am not even

going to try and out do him.' He had a good

mustache there for awhile, that silver mustache,

I sald, 'Come on, save it, we can go down to ..

Main Street and walk around.' When it came to

doing that he shaved it all off.' It was looking

pretty good too, he had had it about three eeks.

He didn't look very good in a mustache but it was

a good mustache. Einar was strange. He would

get one idea. If he thought it was a good idea he

would stick to it. I could never get him to stick

to a beard, and he would have looked good in it too.;19

Einar Vig died on June 29th, 1972 in his small home at
272 North 21st étreet. He dled péaoefui&y and!.his death was ﬁot
discovered until several days later. The postmaster, H. J.
Madsen not%fled the police after several days in which there
-39 - '




A

“Mrs. A, H., Olson (Ruth) of Cojlville, Washington.

was an accumilation of mall., Patrolmen investigated and upon
finding the house locked forced the door and found Einar lying

on his bed. The county attorney, Roy Anderson was called in and
death was declared natural. Elngf's body was taken to the Bendorf

Funeral Home and funeral services were held Vednesday, July

‘ 6th with Reverend H. C. Jorgensen officiating. He was buried

in the Blair Cemetery. Elnar was survived by .his brothers, Eli
of Fresno, California, Arndt of Albert Lea, Minnesota, Victor
of Fairlawn, New Jersy, and Glemens of Blair, and his one sistery
120

Einar remained an individualist even to his death. 1In
May of.1967 he wrote up directions which were to be followed in

the event 6f his death which included planning his funeral service,

,éh;gg?}n the style of Einar waus, quite simple:

-

O - » FINALE!

s . 1. Bendorf Service; simplest casket available;

use the best of the army clothing I have, let my old
much used, and mush abused, Bible be buried with me,

. 2. Cemetery lot not arranced yet, but prefer
Grave 1, Lot 1], Block 8. No vault, tent or chairs,
only the naked grave flanked by two ridges of earth,
also flanking the lowering device.

3. Services: Graveside only; casket to stand
open nearby for awhile prior to services; then placig
on device by volunteer pallbearers as avallable at °
cemetery, Services to be conducted by my old and
respected friend, Rev. J. D. Johnson, if willing and
available; otherwise John Beck, or *Jorgles.’

L, Services to begin with; 'In the name of the
Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Amen!®
followed. by the Creed; then 'My text 1s a Scripture
passage which stands alone even as we must stand
LI alone before the Judgement Throne; it 1s at once my
- text, my: mediation and my prayer; seven words: *Lord,

I -believe, help thou my unbelief!?®

5, Then: Lars Elnar Vig, born January 27, 1905,

Blair, Nebraska., Died (date and place): As God

the Father Almighty, has recalled your spirit your

Godgliven 'Breath of Life' it falls to our lot to

return your mortal body to it's source, the dust,

even as 1t is writtens ‘'From dust you were taken;

o ’ -uo-



to dust you shall return, and from dust you shall

rise againtl So be it! (use dust, please) God rest

your spirit! Your dust rest in peace! Amenl

. 6. Close with The Lord's Prayer.

7. Any added service to follow, if need be, 121
Thank you! L. E. V. May 4, 196%,

Lars Einar Vig, a complex man with simple tastes nd
ipleasures. was a man who stood hard and unbending for his rights
as a free individual. Einar cared little for modern pleasures,
earning a fat living, or accumulating material possessions, but
rather he was more interested in his research into the Bible and
genealogy - into his father's areas of Danish American history
and genealogy - and into the history of the Danish Church in
America. He worked only precisely enough to earn his own rent
for humble quarters and pay for the simple food he ate., Einar
was perhaps one of the LW true individuallists, a strongly
religious man with great potential as & historian and a scholar,
who instead of seeking man's glory pursued what interested him
mos$, tﬁe study of genealogy and.@istory‘and perhaps the gn?atest

- bt

factor in his 1life, his strong)uniielding;private faith in God.

[}
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FOOTNOTES

1Theo. P. Beck, The Professor (Blair, Nebraska: Lutheran
Publishing House, 19%6), pp. 19, 30, 37-42,

2Beck. pp. 43, 62, 64-67, 90, 91.

_3Bgck. pp. 89-91. '

“Beck, p. 91.

SCértificate of Delayed Birth Registration,for-Lars Elnar

Vig, 1issued January 14, 1954, po, Vi personsl files,

6Interview, Barbara Beck with Clemens Vig, February-&},lQ?@.
Blair, Nebraska. .
colleetion,

o . , c8. -
, 7V1g &STIeodion photography, Luck wisconsln)oe-roa 1907,
Nebraska State Historical Society LN fflé)

8Einar Vig.“& Biography g'_l_’_._ S, Vig.”m unpublished M§,

maawsTripty, Vig,Geliection, Nebﬁ5gFa—State—ﬂéstaxlnal_80c4aty, p. 148,
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9Interv1ew with Clemens Vig,

1°Interv‘1ew, Barbara ‘Beck §éith Dr, C, C., Madsen, Jaﬁ;.ia‘ry
25, 1974, Blair, Nebraska. '

lyig, p. 172.

121nterv1ew;Barbara Beck with Marcus Beck, January 20,
1974, Fremont, Nebraska.

.13Interv1ew, Barabara Betk with Mrs. Johansen.-Januafy 30,
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:wInterview. Barbara Betk with Mrs. Marcus Beck, January
20, 1974, Fremont Nebrabka.

15Interview with Clemens Vigy = "2,

16 :
Interview with Clemens Vig.

s 17Interv1ew. Barbara Beck with Rd’nald Vig, March 12, 1974,
Blair, Nebraska.

18Interview with Mrs. Marcus Beck.

19Interv1ew, Barbara Beck with Claris Andersen, Becretary,
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