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ahappy anti prospoi'ous Now Year.
Greetings

The staff wishes to compliment the stn-
dents of Dana Col leo'o and Tr in i ty Sem¬

inary for its gennino school spirit. l\Iay the same mnt-
nal nnderstanding and sym])athetic attitude which is
so essential to college life also follow ns in the new
y e a r .

A t D a n a

The total attendance at present is 160 Students.
This is promising and points in the direction of “A
G R E A T E R D A N A . J )

The making of new year resolutions has
become amore or less beautiful custom.

The breaking of them seems to have become ajiractice.
Hence New Year reso lu t ions as aru le are of l i t t le
a c c o u n t .

New Year
Reso lu t ions

The resolutions that radically change the course
— 3 3 —
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of aper-soi^s life ai'e the vosnlt of some very strong'
force which has influenced such aperson. They are
the product of deep conviction and self-knowledge.

X e w Y e a r resolutions, l)oing for the most ])art
and in the majority of cases based on convention and
founded on the sentiment of the festal season, in most
cases depart with that season, causing as little distress
in going as they did in coming.

But aresolution does re(iuire some thought,
conviction. As “mighty oaks from little

s o m e

a c o r n s g r o w
so great thoughts and deep convictions spring from
idle musings. So rather than despise the
resolution, let it be made w'ith more thinking, more
study of self, more honesty. IMake it as asacred fact
Avith yourself. lilake it Avith aAvill and keep it like

. 1 >

u e A v v c a r

a

m a n .

We are aAA'are of the fact that the Alumni
Notes in this issue are A^ery incomplete.

We urge CAmry one A\dio is interested in Hermes to
assist us in securing the neAvs. Help to make Herafes
Avhat i t ought to be—A FIRST CLASS PAPER.

An Appeal

Aarsaki f t^
By A. T. A.

Der skrives med Bly, dei- skrives nied Bhnk
Xu nitten hundrede og to ogtyve.
Og Dagene ruller alt hastelig vadc;
Ja Tideji liar Vinger og flvA^er.

Der signs med Hjerte, dor signs med IMund
Xu j\I;nngder af Xytaarshilsner;
Dog frygter man grant on Sorgens Stund,
Da H je r te t s ig vaander iP ins le r.

Der loves ved Hinnnel, der loves ved Jord
Xu Tusinde af Resolutioner,
Og Timerne kknder det vingede Ord
1Snak og Smaaillusioner.
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Der samles iLo, der sarnies iSfek
Af Jordeus foi-ga3iigeligo Goder;
()g Tideu skriver med flyvende Trgek:
Du Daare, soin paa Bobler kuii stoler!

Der konimer eii Dag, der kommer Doin;
Da Tiden liar iiaaet sin Fylde.
Du striebsomme Sja?l, da saittes en Bom
For alt du iVerden moii l iylde.

Ollt? ilaatn*
By P. Faick

IMan is arational animal”, so philosophers tell
us. Indeed he might seem l i t t le short of amiracle
w o r k e r w h e n w e t u r n t o h i s m a r v e l o u s a c h i e v e m e n t s .

Let us examine some of his works and see if he is
the master that he appears to be. Look e. g. at a
structure l ike the Woolworth Bui ld ing of Xcw York
City, which is 792 feet above the earth’s surface. It’s
foundation sunk to the very heart of the earth. Its
capacity so great that i t holds the poimlation of a
small city.

Again. We might glance at the ingenuity of aman
a s a r e c o n s t r u c t o r . H a s h e n o t r e - c l a i m e d m i l l i o n s o f
acres from the realms of Neptune and turned them
into beautiful and fertile regions fHas he not wrested
the barren and desolate lands from the grip of the
desert and turned them into aparadise teeming with
life? Has he not spanned the mighty rivers with his
bridges, conquered the seas with his ships and bound
continents together with his strong bands of steel? He
defies d iseases and at t imes he even seems to snatch
man from the very jaws of death.

It appears as if man is amaster, Imt if he has
the power to construct he must also be able to destroy.
This is only too vivid in our memory caused by that
last conflagration in the world which is slowly dying
o u t .

i i

you are great, but surely you must have had
(Contimied on piifii' 52).

J M a n
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13y Esther Bonueseu

Agentlewoman may be defined as one who never
inflicts pain. She is always trying to remove obstacles
Avhich may hinder the ease and freedom of those around
her. She is concerned about all her company; she tries
to make the bashful feel at ease and shows mercy to¬
w a r d s t h e r i d i c u l o u s . S h e n e v e r r e f e r s t o h e r s e l f o r
her accomplishments and never becomes wearisome.
She has no ear for gossip nor slander. She gives gladly,
but never expects praise or honor. She never carries a
grudge or revenge against aperson who may have in¬
sulted her; nor does she remember injuries. In acon- ●
versation she is never conspicuous. If her ideas do not
conform with those of another, she never becomes angry
or noisy; nor does she take unfair advantage of aless
educated person. She treats the poor and the rich alike.
She has sympathy for the suffering and those in need.
She comfor ts those who are in sor row. She is k ind to

those who may be forsaken and neglected by others.
She is patient and forbearing with those who are al-
Avays in trouble. In her personal appearance she neA’er
goes to extremes but is ahvays plain and neat. In
public she is quiet and reseiwed and in business she is
brief but decisive. In fact, her thoughts are ahvays
for others and hoAv she may best serve her fellowmen.
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By BJfhaii 2Ie)iyers

The term religious beliefs is awide one. Aman’s
religious beliefs have abearing on nearly all phases
of his life. When we are to consider the religious be¬
liefs of that noble race which has produced „Beowulf”,
we shalhget aglimpse of their views of life and virtue,
as well as their idea of the Deity.

The poem “Beowulf”, is indeed rich in material
for such asul^icot. From begiuning to end it deals with
great things—life and death, virtue and vice, justice
and injustice. In all of its gripping scenes we are con¬
stantly reminded that there is aPower above without
Whose will nothing can happen on earth. Altogether
there are about sixty-five passages with direct refer¬
ences to religious faith or to the Deity, and there are
several cpiotations of considerable length expressing
the speaker’s views on that subject.

This rich material is of especial value in answer¬
ing our question, “AVhat did those peoples really think
about religion—what was their idea of God, and what
Av a s t h e i r i d e a l o f m a n ? ” T h i s w i l l b e e v i d e n t w h e n
we glance at the history of the poem. First we find
that the story of Beowulf has its beginning in real
history. There is eA'ideuce that Hygelac and Beowulf
were historical characters, and that they attacked the
Franks about the year 520 A. D. when Hygelac Avas
slain. SeA’eral of the characters of the SAveclish royal
h o u s e a r e n a m e d i n n a t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n s o f a l m o s t

historical value. LikcAvise, Hrothgar and his brother
Helga are knoAAUi in Danish traditions as Roe and Hel-
go. BeoAvulf, then, Avas to begin Avith acertain person
and acelebrated hero of the Geats. The story about
him has then been brought to the Angles in England,
and there sung by the poets. Either before this, or
after, the poets liaA’e ascribed to BeoAAudf certain myths
of BeaAv A\diich relate to the battles against Grendell
and the Grendell-mo'ther. In this fonn it Avas sung by
the bards of England, who from time to time added an

— . 3 7 —



episode. The story about the dragon
ascribed to him after the Grendell legends had bo
Then, perhaps al)ont the year 700, the Vocm was taken
down in writing. The copy has lieeii altered somewhat
subsequent to this, especially by poets who lived after
the spreading of Christianity, which has given rise to
interpolations. The extant manuscript dates from about
1000. From this history the epic is not really the Danes
themselves so much as their cousins, the Angl(Ts al)out
Northumbria of England. The poem pictures their
views from apoint in their history just before they
accepted Christianity. From the nature of its origin,
and of its subject matter, Beowulf gives amost re¬
markable and true picture of these people, and it ranks
the most valuable manuscript of early Gei'inanic lit¬
erature in the world. In it we get atrue picture of how
this race believed and lived their religion, and in the
portraiture of the characters, especially of Bimwulf,
Ave get awonderful descrijDtion of their ideal of the
highest t\qie of manhood.

The sources of our impressions about the religious
ideas within the poem naturally fall into three classes;
firstly, the interpolations; secondly, the direct passages
referring to religion; thirdly, the general spirit of the
poem, including the allegorical meaning.

The interpolations are very numerous, and at first
thought it may appear that, since they have boon brought
into the poem after the production of the epic, they do
not reflect anything of the religious beliefs of the real
a u t h o r s . B u t T d o n o t b e l i e v e t h a t s u c h i s t h e c a s e .
These interpolations are in most cases not ])arts thrust
bodily into the poem, but are rather changes made in
the text of the first copy by poets acquainted with
Christiaiiity. It seems to me most likely that the great
majority of these changes have been of acharacter
that has not altered the general thought of the original
vei'y much, for we do not in most cases feel that the
inter])olations are foreign oi' inconsistent, but rather
that the\- fit into the texture as ,if the change had
been but slight. In most cases they sinq)ly consist in
the snl)stitution of such words as God, The Almighty,

— 3 8 —
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iaua OIoniiratulat^H
By Einer Bomer

It ahvays gives Dana students pleasure to see a
former classmate make awortliy objective. Such was
the case when recently Eskihl K. Eskildsen received
the i\r. D. degree and was accepted for foreign mis¬
sionary service in China.

I n 1912 i \ [ r. Esk i l dsen l e f t h i s home i n Denmark
to fit himself for medical missionary service. With
this in mind he studied three years —1912-1915— at
Dana College i^reparatory to entering the University
of Nebraska as apre-medic student. After two years
of study there he entered the College of Medicine of
that University; and in June 1921 he successfully
completed the four-year medical course and upon pass¬
ing the state examinations was made amedical doctor.
Since then he has been serving as interne at the Im¬
manuel Swedish Lutheran Hospital in Omaha.

Thus, after nine years of study, he was prepared
to offer his service —according to his original pur-
liose —to the Foreign Mission Society of Denmark.
His application was accepted, and he is to have charge
of ahospital to be bui l t at amission stat ion in the
nor thern par t o f Manchur ia .

Dr. Eskildsen was engaged to Miss Louise Ander¬
son, daughter of Rev. E. Andersen of Vil)org, South
Dakota. On December 24 they were married at the
bride’s homo. They will soon leave for Denmark to
visit relatives and friends and to meet personally the
mission society and its friends. Then after about throe
months they will set out for China via this country.

Their friends among the students at Dana con¬
gratulate them. IVe congratulate them upon entering
a l i fe work in the Maste r ’s serv ice . i \ l ay
blessing follow them abumhmtly!

r i c hH i s
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l H a t i l h n n i i B t e i t
■ i f M a r fi i n i s P. B o U c s e n

Vigtis>-lR‘(k'ii at' at have et .Maal iLivet, er et t]in-
110 soni jeg SN’iies Imrde iiitoressero ethvort iiiigt Meii-
neske. Iiigeii kaii veiite at blive til uiegoii Xytte, udeii
at liave sat sig et Maal eller viere inaalbevist. Uiider-
s0gor vi Leviiodsbeskrivelser at l\Ia'i id, soiii virkelig
bar udrettc't iioget stort iLivet, vil vi fiiide, at de alio
liavde et -Maal. Spiirg dovimod disse, livis Liv blev tor-
fejlet, mil de liavde sat deni et Livsiiiaal, og du vil
iideii Tvivl taa et Xej soiii Svar. Tyder dette ikke paa,
at dette at have iMaalbevidstlied ev at stdrste Betyd-
iiiiig iet iiiigt IMeniieskes Liv?

Vi kuiide ]iasseiide saniiiieiiligiie et uiigt iMeiiiie-
.ske iideii iioget lilaal iiied et Skib ndeii Hot; ligesom
et Skill udeii Kor iiiaa rette sig otter Strdiiinieii saa-
ledes niaa et niigt IMeiiiieske udeii et Maal rette sig ef-
ter Strdmiiieii; haii eller l inn liar ikke noget fast at
stbtte sig til. Kt Skib nden Kor er hjad])eldst iStorm,
dot tager Sder ind over sig paa Kryds og ]iaa Tvau's;
indeu kort Tid er dots Master briridvede og dots Sejl
i t u r e v n e .

Et Skill deriiiiod, soin bar sit Kor, sejler soni of-
test uskadt igeimeiii Stormene. Hvor er det en Eor-
ndjelse at so et saadaiit Skill kl0ve de taariihdje Bdl-
ger, og selv oiii det til Tider ser ud til at torsvinde i
de frenistyrteiide Braads0er, hamer dot sig siiart igeii,
liaaret at den S0, som syiites at vildc blive dels Uii-
dergang.

En niig Maud udeii et IMaal er lig et Skill nden Kor;
ban kail ikke bestaa iLivets Stornie, tbi ban mangier
noget bestenit at hige freni efter, mangier noget der er
iStand til at styre bans Livsskib over dot stormfulde
■^^erdensbav. La'g IMan'ke til ham paa Arbejdspladseii!
Gang paa Gang maa ban have Eret from for at so,

det dog ikke siiart er Eyraften, og for liver Gang,
det konimer freni, synes Arbe.idot at gaa oiidnn mere
tra'ls end fbr. Han slnsker mod sit Arbejde, for siger

Tlvad gavner det niig at slide saa baardt, man

0 1 1 1

ban :
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faai- ligo meget for det.” Livet er ham eii Tr;\3(lom0llc,
og fuldstaaidigt gladcsl0st. Xaar da tillige Fristolsor-
ues Storme bryder l0s, gaar det eno Sejl istykker for
ham offer det andet, indeii keiige er ban et Vra
di ban manglode dette „noget
Skib gemiem Stormene.

Dell uiige Maud derimod, som bar sat sig et be-
stemt ]\Iaal iLivet, gaar oftest uskadt igeimom Livets
Storme, saafremt da, at ban bar valgt det rette Livs-
maal. i\Ied Maalet for 0je stnnber ban fremefter. Han
er for optaget af sit Arbejde til, at Tiden skulde vare
bam for lang. l ivad ban ndretter or alt id vel gjort.
Han kail ikke vfere utro isin Gerning. Nej, Arliejdet
maa gpres saa godt som muligt; for ogsaa vel gjort
Gerning bjalper ham fremad paa den rette Vcj. Om
end ban m0der svasre Storme paa Livets Hav, klarer
bans Skib sig alligevel. Det er nok muligt, at det til
Tider tildels vil blive standset iFarten, bvis en sarlig
stor S0 valter sig ind over det, men mod et fast Tag
iRoret bar ban snart sit Skib paa ret K0l og fortsaitter
sin Kojse som aldrig ti lforn.

Som et lysende Eksempel paa bvad et i\lenneske,
som bar sat sig et Maal iLivet, kan lulrette, kan naiv-
nes Abraham L inco ln . Hans iMaa l va r a t faa S lavc rne

f o r -

s o n i s k n l d e s t v r o b a n s

t ) '
C - t ?

frigjorte. Plvilke Storme m0dte ikke bam; men tiltrods
for disse opnaaede ban sit 0nskos iUaal. Saaledes kan
ogsaa mevnes (for at tage en fra Kirkebistorien), i\Iar-
tin Luther, bvis Livsmaal og Livsgerning er os vel be-
kcndt. Mddte ban ikke .sviere Storme? Og dog opnaaede
ban at faa sit 0nske opfyldt.

F t Menneskos Sukses iL ive t a fbamger a f de t ,
ban vielger. Xaar man derfor staar overfor Valget
af et Livsmaal, gailder det om at vielge det rette. For-
addre burde va're iStand til at viere B0rnene bebjiel-
pelige isaa Henseende ved at sdrge for, at Barnets
san-lige Evncr bliver udviklet og ved at lode Barnets
e l le r den u i iges Tanker iden Retn ing deros Evner
gaar. Valget bliver desvierre ofte overladt t i l Barnet
eller den unge selv, som da paa Grund af Uerfarenbed
og Mangel paa Kuiidskab desangaaende, ofte vielger
d e t f o r k e i ’ t e .

— 4 2 —



Tager yi saaledes de na?vnte Ting iBetragtniug,
kail vi vist begyude at skimte A'igtigheden af at have
sat sig et Livsmaal og af at vitlge det rette. Dersom
jeg skulde give min Mening tilkciido angaaendo, hvilket
Livsmaal jeg anser for at va're det bedste, da vil jeg

Tjenergeniingen”. For ved at tjene andre bli-
til A^elsignelse og lidster selv Velsignelse og

s v a r e ,
v e r m a n

Lykke iLivet. Er det ikke livad etlivert Memieske i
Gruuden s0ger at opnaaf For manges Vedkommende
maaske paa den forkerte i\Iaade. Derfor holder jeg
med Forfatteren Mads Nielsen naar han siger:

„Sa't dig et Maal med det bedste iPagt.
En Stjerne der styrer din Fserden,
Som fylder din Sjiel med sin nnegtige ]ilagt.
Og drager dig frelst gennem Verden.

Q^aks MxBBxm î rljinnl
By Nana Nielsen

sounds the Mission SchoolDing-dong, ding-don
bell, calling the boys and girls from vacation haunts
to school again. How much pleasanter it was to
roam in the woods hunting ’possum and ’coon! Little
wonder that there is truancy among the boys and
girls when their spirit is thrilled by the beauties of
n a t u r e a b o u t t h e m .

Again, the ding-dong, ding-dong of the school boll
or you’ll lie late! From all directions wo

O ’

sounded . Hur ry
see them coming. The teacher in the doorway almost
loses patience as she waits for them to got in line. But
why so few pupils? Where are the others ?Ahninake and
Beccy have abad cold and could not come, iMoline
and Effie did not want to come so they staid at home.
Charlie and Rufus started out, but their dog ‘Greed
a’possum, and they could not resist the temptation
of helping him to catch the animal. After further
(jiiestioning we learn why so few are present on the
first school day of the new year.

4 3 —



The children file in and go to their respective
rooms. They sing asong and many volunteer to quote
scripture passages. Anew verse has l)een jdaced on
the blackboard which is learned and stored
memory. The teacher explains the meaning of' the
passage and possibly illustrates it with astoi'y. She
offers ashort prayer and all join in the Lord’s prayer.
After singing another song they are ready to begin
their work, which is similar to that done in our pub¬
lic schools, with the addition of catechism, Bible hi:
t o r v a n d B i b l e .

a w a v i n

i s -

Let us watch the children during intermission as
they pass out to the playground supervised by the
teachers. The younger ones occupy the swings and

teeter-totters”, while the older ones are highly
cited over agame of basket ball. Tlere and there
some who are too indolent to play. They show the
same lack of aml:)ition in their school woi'k.

Ding-dong, ding-dong! calls the bell again. There
is ascramble to get adrink, then all line up and file
in as before. Aspirit of restlessness (the usual holiday
atmosphere) prevails, and concentration seems im¬
possible. The teachers exert themselves to the utmost
to create interest. Their efforts are futile, and they
are glad when evening comes to end the strenuous day.

( i

e x -

a r e

#d|0ol
/L/ Mary A}iderseu

School spirit is the soul of school life. It is the
principle which animates the whole school just as the
human soul animates the whole human body. And as
there would be no country Avithout patriotism, so there
Avould be no school Avithout the proper school spirit.

AVe must all have azealous, unselfish devotion to the
serAdee of our school, but the real school spirit is the
passion inspiring us to serve. Our instructors are here
to help us; are here to help our instructors; Avork-
ing together Ave can liaAm agenuine school system. It

—44-



i s t h e l o v e o f o u r s c h o o l t h a t w i l l m a k e a l l w o r k i n
harmony. Words and ta lk a lone, wi l l not help our
school , we must act . I t is througl i our act ions we are
.judged for as the adage nins, “Actions s])eak louder
t h a n w o r d s .

An interest must also be shown in school activities;
be ready to help whenever called upon, or even offer
assistance. In athletics we can show our approval and
support by appearing at the games. In the literary
societies we can show our approval and support l)y at¬
tending the meetings. And we can show our approval
and support of the college paper by subscribing for

Hermes”. All of these show the different wa,\’S of
working for our school.

School spirit when jiroperly shown will arouse a
discouraged, disheartened student. He, no doubt, came
here, as so many others have, with the following verse
i n m i n d :

t

How beantiful is youth, how bright it gleams,
With its i l lusions, aspirations, dreams.

i i

7 7

Some little thing has probably happened to make
him feel his dreams have not come true, therefore, it
is not worth while to go on dreaming. One word of
consolation or encouragement from afriend or fellow-
student, to show that the school as awhole is working
for him, may bi'ing back that spirit of life and vigor
which is the connecting link l)etween himself and the
s c h o o l .

O u r l i v e s w o u l d l i e o f s h o r t d u r a t i o n w e r e i t n o t
for the amount of oxygen that is carried to our bodies
through the resjiiratoiy organs, so also would school
life be of short duration were it not for the spirit
carried to it by the students. School spirit might also
properlv be called the nucleus of school life.

We must therefore make it our especial business
and duty to ]>rotect oui‘ school against in.justice and
particularly to represent and support it in all it
dertakes. This, then, will be genuine school spirit.

U l l -
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By Arthur JersiJd

Oil the afteniooii of ^Monday, Decemlier 5, Dr.
Liiidijuist of Gustavus Adolphus College gave alecture
oil Hymiiology.

The second iiumher of the Blair Lyceum Course
Avas given on the evening of December 2. Nearly all
t i l l ' . s t u d e n t s o f D a n a a t t e n d e d .

The Iles])erian and Dannebrog Literary Societies
have staged Declamatory Contests for their res])ective
inenihers. Nearly twenty students have entered these
c o n t e s t s .

The Contest of Dannelirog was held on the eve¬
ning of January 9. It was areal success and shows
what can lie accoin]ilished by earnest and hard work.
The contest was divided into two classes, adramatic
and an oratorical. Afirst and asecond prize were
awarded in each class. In the dramatic class Ilelge
Borre reci'ived the first ]irize and FJnier Christensen
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the second; in the oratorical Wm. Goldbeck received
the first prize and Marius Offersen the second.

Tlie Hesperian Contest was held on the evening of
Thursday, January 12. More had entered this contest
than the Danish and some fine talent was displayed.
Also this contest was divided into two classes, e. g. a
general and an oratorical class. In the general class
Esther Jensen received first prize and Li l l ian Lund
s e c o n d . I n t h e o r a t o r i c a l d i v i s i o n E l m e r C h r i s t e n s e n

r e c e i v e d t h e fi r s t a w a r d a n d C a r l N e l s o n t h e s e c o n d .

Several students have also entered the College
Essay (Contests. The English essay topic is, “'What
Should Be Expected of Disarmament and What Are
the Factors Vital for Its Kealization.” The Danish topic
is, “Hvilket Bidi'ag har de skandinaviske Folk og Ame-
rikanere af skandinavisk Oprindelse ydet til det ame-
r i k a n s k e A a n d s l i v s F r e m m e ?

Persons who have no affiliation with the college
will be .judges in these contests. Afirst and second
prize of twenty dollars and fifteen dollars respectfully
w i l l b e a w a r d e d .

The basket-ball boys are making fine progress hi
their training preparatory to playing sevei'al liig games.
On Friday evening, December IG, the college ([uintet
met with the Calhoun team. The Dana l)oys iilayed a
sn:i])])y game, winning liy ascore of 40 to 10.

The Academy team is also showing up well. In a
game with Blair High School on December 0, the Ac’s
won l)y awide margin.

On the evening of 'Wednesday, Decemlier 14, Rev.
II. C. A'edsted, Copenhagen, Denmark, gave us an in¬
teresting lecture on his work among the students of
the University of Co])enhagon.

Trini ty Seminary’s Foreign Mission Society held
i t s mont ld \ - mecd ing on t l i e evcming o f D i ' ce in l ie r 17 .
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Miss Xaiia X^ielsen spoke of her work
Ind ians .

among the

The Mission Class meets weekly and is fairly well
attended. Instructive lectures are given by different
students and professors.

The Christian Students Association has resumed
its ‘Sunday afternoon meetings’. These meetings
conducted both in the Danish and in the English lan¬
guages. The programs cons is t o f shor t ta lks and
m u s i c a l n u m b e r s .

Another Christmas vacation has come and gone.
Many went away for the holidays hut afew remained
at school here to celebrate the festal days. Everythin
was done to make amost enjoyable and merry Christ¬
mas, and all those who stayed, say that next to home,
this is the liest place in which to celebrate this most
joyous of all seasons.

i\[iss IMattea Andersen who is teaching school at
Vihorg, South Dakota, s])ent her Chi'istmas
at Dana visiting her skstor, Hazel Andersen.

a r e

O *

v a c a t i o n

:>(i
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Bij Hannah Bengaard
‘ a / i ^ i -

Cliristnias vacation is past ami ovovy one voi)ovts
agood time. Perhaps one of the factors contributing
to the delightful time here at Dana was the ai)pearanee
of so many familiar faces. IMr. iMagnus Petersen of
Omaha (former student at Dana) and (Miss (\lilly Jen¬
sen, Ogalala, spent their vacation here.

iMiss Lydia Jensen ’21, who is teaching at Staple-
hurst, ■spent Thanksgiving a’h Dana.

Wo have also been pleased by the visits of the
following alumni
Egv. C. a. Vaminen, and Rev. James C. Peterson.

(Mr. Chris Petersen Kongshoj who attended Dana
College six years ago also pleased us by his visit
during vacation. Mr. Kongshoj is now agraduate
of the State University of Iowa, and is especially in¬
terested in engineering and construction work.

Since our last issue of Hermes kliss klilly Jensen
has recovered from an o])eration for api)ondicitis at
the hospital in Xortli Platte, Xebr. IsWas Jensen will re¬
sume her school work innnediatelv after the Christmas

Rev. A. V. Xeve, Rev. A. P. Hansen,

v a c a t i o n .
Mr. Chris Justesen has been o])erated for a])iHmdi-

citis at the Swedish (Mission Hospital, Omaha, Xebr.
(Mr. Justesen is rapidly i-ecovering.

Heo. (M. Landroek, A. B., (M. I)., lo, occn])ies a
])osition as interne in the Santa Clara County Hospital,
San Jose, Calif, (ku’ds announcing his marriage to (Miss
Dorothv UJizaheth Uischer have just been rec(>ived.
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Rimer C. Jensen M6,
versity of ^linnesota.

llennan II. Jensen, A. B., P. B. K., '
ing medicine at tlie University of Minnesota.

Silas Andersen A. B., is studying medicine at the
University of iUinnesota.

Freda Falck, ’16, has the position as ])rincipal of
the High Scliool of Potter, Xehr.

Arnold Andersen is taking college work at St. Oluf’s
College, Xorthfield, .Minnesota.

is studying law at the Uui-
<1

’16, is study-

T H E M A S T E R .

(Con)imipil from |)ai;'(' ;i).)
a t e a c h e r ? Could you have spun these great things
out from your little mind as the spider s]hns its web
from its very self? Or, have you gathered your ideas
from other sources as the bee gathers its honev?

Let us inspect the universe and see if the
can be found. What do the mountains tell
we see their height, firmness and architecture? AVho
formed the great river systems that
w a t e r s t o t h e s e a ? A A " h o

r e a l

u s w h e n

carry off ■the
gathers the waters from the

seven seas that they might fall gently upon athirsting
land so as to produce in its season as it does? AVho
stored up the electricity in the skies, or locked up the
great explosive forces of the volcanoes within the earth,
whose violence is so great that the most

man ai ’e l ike the strength of a
p o w e r f u l

l ) abee x ] ) l o . s i v e s

compai'ed to that of aHercules? AVho is it that has
ai-ranged the universe so mechanically true that all
follow their paths so nicely? AAdio is it, that has for
ulated that subtle ingredient, life,
has attem])ted, oidy to fail? And who is it that
that great ])oi'tal, death, at whose thi'cshold
must lay his achievements, be they great

m -

w l i i c h s o o f t m a n
s w i n g s

e v ( > r y m a n

or small,
and enter, never to I'eturn to tell what lies in that great
lievond ?

A'es, Alan, tliou art mighty and wise, but there is
one who is mightiei', one who is wisei'.

— ; i 2 —



R E L I G I O U S B E L I E F S I N “ B E O W U L F ” .

(Coiitimiod from page .‘)8.)

oi Tlie Ci'catoi', for 'Wodiii, or for AVyrd, or some
other heathen name of aGod. Indeed, it appears as if
the terras God andWyrd are used interchangeably in
many places. An example is found in Chapter 35, where
we read: “At the wall ’twill befall ns as Fate decreeth.
Each one’s Creator.” It is to be observed that, with
one notable exception, nothing essentially foreign to
the heathen religion has been borrowed, such as the
idea of Christ, or of the Holy Ghost, but simply that
aChristian appelation has been inseided to denote a
concept already present in heathen thought. Although
we may have to discount some of the passages that
are interpolations, on the whole these ]iassages may be
used in nearly the same way as statements in the
original Avordlng. The one exception to this rule is
found in the third chapter, which states that the Hanes,
not knowing the true God, worshipped idols and the
d e v i l i n t h e d i s t r e s s G r e n d e l l c a u s e d t h e m .

The next thing to consider is the ])articular religious
bel iefs we meet wi th in Beowul f . What idea of God do
we findf The Deity is mentioned many times in Beo¬
wulf, both in the conversations of the characters, and
elsewhere. The names most frequent are: God, The Al¬
mighty, The All-Father, The Wielder, The Ruler, The
God to Glory, The Creator. In many places the terms
Wyrd and Fate are used in the same sense. The ])oets
a s c r i b e t o G o d m a n v a t t r i b u t e s . H e i s f r i c u d l v t o m a n ,
and very close to them, lie rules the earth, and nothing
happens without His wi l l . He sends ])uiushnient to
Grendell, and sends Beowulf to help the Danes.
Throughout, it is always God that controls events, and
not man alone. His chief qualities are justice, power,
glory, and omniscience. All good things come from
Him. He is Amry close to man. It is interesting to note
that the people give Him thanks, for instance for a
safe journey. God checks evil and allows the hero to
escape great dangers, but He also apportions him his
l e a s e o f l i f e .

Althought Wyrd iu some places is apidied to the
— 5 3 —



same concept as God, nevertheless, in most j^laces Wyrd
is not the protector of men, hut rather the one Avho
has numbered his days. In these places Wyrd is jiever
the friend of man. In the latter part of the poem there
are three places in which Wyrd is represented, or at
least suggested, to he aperson who comes and takes
the soul out of the body and carries it away. Wyrd
means almost the same as destiny. These peoples be¬
lieved that the fate of man was fixed, and his death
determined; sometimes the poem gives to Wyrd this
power, again in other places it gives The Wielder this
prerogative. It does not appear, however, that those
Germanic races considered destiny to be as absolute,
nor as cruel, as the Greeks did. Beowulf says, “Wierd
often saveth the undoonied hero if doughty his valor.”
In the Greek myths Ave often have anoble hero
struggling against unjust conditions, but no matter
how brave he is, doA\ni he sinks, for Fate is against
him. This is foreign to BeoAvulf. Here just ice
A v i n s o u t .

Altogether, even if Ave may haA'e to discount some
of these ideas as having been influenced by the foreign
Christian element, yet it leaves the poem Avith one of
the best heathen ideas of destiny, and Avith avery ex¬
alted conception of the Deity.

AFe find, further, that the idea of the immortality
of the soul is preAmlent. That thought pervades the
Avhole poem. These heroes do not belie\’o in annihila¬
tion. If they had believed that death ends all, avIia'
should they equij) Scyld’s boat so richly, AA'heii his body
is consigned to the sea, and Avhy should they act in a
similar AA*ay in the funeral scones ?AtorooA’or, there
are afeAV passages Avhich proA^e this point. Grendell
being slain, descended to hell to be punished. Again,

At the hour that Avas fated, Scyld then dei>arted to
the All-Fathei-’s keei)ing, AVarlike to wend him.” And
AA^oaltheoAV tells Hrothgar to be generous “On Avend-
ing thy Avay to the AVielder’s splendor.” Lastly, AViglaf,
after BeoAvnlf’s death speaks of aplace “AVhere long
he shall tarry ’neath the AVielder’s protection.

Closely related to this topic is the idea of i)nnish-

i i
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meiit for evil and reward for good. This Ave find clearly
s e t f o r t h i n B e o w u l f . T h e H e r o t e l l s U n f e r t h t h a t h e
must “In hell get direful damnation,” for having killed
his brothers. Later, after the first victory, Hrothgar
says to Beowulf, “The All-Father quite thee AVitli good
f r o m H i s h a n d a s H e h i t h e r t o d i d t h e e . ” F a r t h e r o n
Beowulf says of Grendel l , “ In baleful l )onds; then
banished for evil The man shall wait for the mighty
trilnmal. How the God of Glory shall give him his
earnings.” And so in afew other 2Jassages. We also
get the impression that they divided the cosmos into
three parts, IMiddle-earth’s regions, the Heavens above,
and hell. In position heaven is above, earth in the
middle, and hell beloAv. Perhaps we shall need to dis¬
count something of the idea as Avell as the nomenclature
of these things as having been brought in by Christian¬
ity—yet some form of the concept nearly like the
C h r i s t i a n m u s t h a v e e x i s t e d .

The kernel of religious beliefs is this: how does
it make men live? The moral life of arace may large¬
ly be judged by the ideals they cherished. BeoAvulf,
and to some extent the other characters of the lAOcm,
are the Northmen’s ideal of the highest type of man¬
hood. Let us look for amoment at the conception of
right and Avrong Avhich Ave find in these characters and
in the poem as aAAdiole.

One thing that aa'c notice in reading BeoAAmlf is
the high tone of moral purity that ])orvades tlie entire
e])ic. No reference is made to morals, but iierhaps
this very fact strengthens the im])ression of ])urity.
In this respect BeoAVulf is far above many of the gi'eat
eihcs. The high 2)osition of Avomen, and the good
character ascribed to them is largely i-esponsible for
this (|uality of the ])oeni.

Besides moral jrarity, there is another point Avhieh
Ave find emphasized in the literature of tlie early Teu¬
tons. In BooAvulf as in the Sagas, Ave find the idea of
loyalty to the leadei', and to the kinsmen, held up as a
most important virtue. No one is condemned more
sevcri'ly ihan those' who transgressed this hiAV, as for
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i.i.sta.nco namely Unferth, and the comrades of Beowulf,
when he faced the dragon. And how beautiful is not
the relation of loyalty and love which Beowulf holds
to his uncle Hygelac!

xln essential quality of the hero of aii e])ic is Cou¬
rage. And in Beowulf we find ever-constant courage
in its highest form. Never for amoment does Beowulf’s
valor fail. We have here the tlaring of intelligence, not
of brute strength. This is the courage of truth, the
coui'age of right
c o n t r a s t i t m a k e s w i t h t h e f o r c e s o f
Grendell the mighty monster striding into
overhearing and cruel. But the brother of cruelty is
cowardice. The grip of the hero seizes Greudell, and
t h e m o n s t e r i s fi l l e d w i t h t e r r o r.

against wrong. And what astrong-
e v i l ! W e s e e

I l e o r o t

Tjet us observe, once more, that virtue and reli¬
gious beliefs go hand in hand. The race with the high¬
est conce])tion of God will also have the highest
ception of duty and virtue. A])hi-losophy may produce
good precepts, hut the power to carry them out must
come f rom the conv ic t ion tha t there is aGod above to
whom we are responsible. That the early Teutons had
asti-ong sense of res])onsihility to God and to
evident fi’om the poem as awhole, l)ut tliei-e are es¬
pecially two passages that show this. The one is the
homily of Hrothgar. The aged king is warning the
hero against pride and arrogance, the insiduous enemy
that kills witliin the heart; and' then he speaks of the
conscience —the vo ice that te l ls us that we have s in¬
ned against God. The othci- ])assage is in chapter do.
Beowulf had ruled his kingdom for fifty years, and
ruled it well; yet, when the fire dragon raids his land,
he fears that he has angered the Lord everlasting. This
certaiidy shows avery strong sense of responsibility
toward God and tow'ard his subjects.

Although purity, loyalty, heroism, and sense of obli¬
gation are brought out as great virtues in the Teutonic
ideal, yet the one virtue which stands out more than
all others in this great i)oeni is love. True, this is an
epic, and heroism must bo the central thing —and so
it is here, —but —

c o u -

n i e n i s
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T h e b r a v e s t a r e t h e t o n d e r o s t ,
The loving' are the daring.

i i

Xothing is in reality more consistent with Beowulf’s
heroic struggles than the tender parting scene between
the hero and lirothgar, where they weep. How gen¬
uine, how noble is this tender love between great
h e r o e s !

Love is acardinal virtue, and finds e.vpression in
many rvays. In Beowulf we have it strongly expressed
in hospitality. That is an essential element of the Xorse

we find generosity greatly emphasized,
kingly virtue. lirothgar’s great liber¬

ality toward Beowulf was an expression of love, and so
was Beowulf’s liberal giving of his own gifts to Hy-
gelac, and later his generosity to his liegemen.

Unselfishness —willingness to give and risk all
for others is the supreme test of love. When Beowulf
left Hygelac and went to Heorot, to risk his life, it was
not for himself, but to help Hrolhgar and save
the Danes. When he followed the tracks of the Grend-
ell-mother, and trusting God, leaped into the sea, it was
not for himself, but to avenge Aeschere and destroy
the enemy of man. Again, fifty years later we find him
in battle, to save his countrymen from the fiery de¬
struction of the dragon, risking his life, and dying
that others might live. Or, recall, his words of parting
with Hrothgar'when he is about to seek l)attle with the
Grendell-mother beneath the waves; all forgetful of
self he thinks only of his comrades and Hygelac and
T-Trotligar; is anxious that his uncle shall receive the
generous gifts lirothgar has given him; is considerate
of others, when he is alone is facing danger. It is
indeed significant that the Teutonic races’ highest ideal
of manhood embodies such auol)le example of unsel¬
fi s h n e s s a n d l o v e .

The religious beliefs and ideals reflected in Beo¬
wulf we must consider applicable in ageneral way to
the whole Teutonic race. Beowulf was not produced
by one tribe alone, but by several, and the story was
current throughout many of these peoples. IMoreover, it
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is known that they have- the same mythology and reli¬
gious beliefs. Knowing this, and viewing the exalted
conception of the Deity, the hig’h moral tone, the strong
sense ot obligation and the high ideal of religious vir¬
tue this race has cherished, do we need to wonder that
th is same

I

race, after accepting the true religion,
to he the stronghold of the best development of Chris¬
tianity, the most dynamic civilizing agency of the world,
and the courageous carriers of salvation and truth to
the ends o f the ear th?

w a s

AStudent’s Xew Year’s Kesolution
in one of h is themes:—
this ̂ ear at least nothing but the very best cigars.

Hvorfor siger man
naar man i kke s ige r

as expressed
Ihave reso lved no t t o smoko( i

K l e v e n :
Engelsk,
D a n s k ? ”

,grow smaller ’ paa
,vokse n i indre ’ paa

La^reren: „,To grow small,’ betyder jo at vokse
nedad, men dot siger man jo ikke paa Daiisk.

Eleven: ..Man siger da, at en Kohale v o k s e r
n e d a d .

I n s t r u c t o r : i 6 Give asentence using the word v e l ¬
v e t ’ . ”

Pu ] ) i l : I smoke ve l ve t t obacco . y y

L a u ' c r i n d e n :
: \ r r . E . :

kl)'. L., kan De hi4je Verhet hetyde?”
Betyde, hetdd, betut.

y y

y y
y y

T e a c h e r :

T. C . i
What is vajK)!'?”

W e t w a t e r . y y

Lau'erinden :
M l e v e n :

Bi'ug Oi'det fadde
IMusen hlev l ie ldet .
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ien Sadning. y y
y y -

y y
y y



I s t e S t u d e n t :

er et Fjols?”
2 d o n S t u d e n t :
I s t e S t u d e n t :

at du er et Fjols?
2 d e u S t u d e n t :
I s t e S t u d e n t :

Skal vi ikke va?re enige om, at jeg

Jo, dot kan vi godt.
Skal vi saa ogsaa vasre enige om,

J 1

J a — a .

Saa er vi enige; lad os saa sfette
Eyggene sammen og se livem, der er st0rst.

M i s s J . :
A . C . :

Were you born under alucky star?
I d o n ’ t k n o w v e t .

i I

In Chemistry the class was working with antimony.
W I T ;

matr imony.
A n t i m o n v — t h a t a l w a v s r e m i n d s m e o fi i

Iste Student: „Jeg gad vide hvor tenge det vilde
tage at falde fra Solen til Neptune.

2den Student: ,,Jeg ved det ikke, men jeg vilde i
hvert Fald tage min Madpose med. > 9

Teacher: “For the product ion of what minerals
is Pennsylvania known?

Student: „Cahhage.

9 9

9 9

L E T T E E B O X

D e a r F r i e n d :

Just aline to lot you know that it is next to
impossible for me to l>e without Hermes even though
Iam acouple tl iousand miles from Dana. Ioften wish
t h a t I w a s b a c k a t D a n a i n r o o m 2 7 w h e r e I h a v e

si)ont many ahappy hour.

— o n —
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MARCUS BECK
I KUHN’S PHOTOSF A R M L O A N S .

BONDED ABSTRACTER.

I N S U R A N C E .

W I L L P L E A S E I

Y O U .

Mayle Bldg’. Blair, Nebr.
(

J. P. JOHNSON
t

T H E M E R C H A N T TA I L O R t

Hardware t

Two M inu tcLS Prom

Dana Coll&g’e. B L A I R , N E B R A S K A .

FRESH ROASTED I

COFFEE I
I

E.D. WOLFF
A T T H E

COFFEE HOUSE
J A M E S K I R B Y .

S x i Y I T W I T H F L O W E R S .
< I .

w er§, Ftoiristto q A ' o

C U T F L O W E R S F O R A L L O C C A S I O N S .

Prompt Attention to Mail Orders.

T E L E P H O N E S : B e l l , B l a c k 1 9 2 ; B l a i r 6 9 .
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The Blair Shoe
l - r o i * c l » o i i 1

t

(L E A T H E R a n d R U B B E R

F O O T W E A R

for every member of the family. Rathmann’s Garage t

For tbingi'? you can’t buj^

other places. D R . H A L L E R

look B’tofo. D E N T I S T .

BLAIR N E B R .
M A G A Z I N E S . S T A T I O N E R Y .

t

I1 3 i i y i t fi ' o i i i

I OII|rtatpn0Tn ICumbfr (Ho.
O l X K K i l X T X >

♦

WALTEfI URSEN●M

(!1.1. MmX M O D E R N
F I R E P R O O F

E R V I C E
T O R A G E
U P P L I E S

GARAGED. D. S.

Mayle Building. sBLAIR N E B R .
We N e v e r C l o s e . B o t h P h o n e s .
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I J U L I U S P E T E R S E N
FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN

I I a i ' c l w a i * e

DANA STUDENTS. PHONE BELL 94.

t

darlBRti Olafp
H O M E C O O K I N G .

The Old Ones Come Why Don ’ t You?

H. Ollermann
Patronize our

Advert isers.

The Only Exclusive Jewelry Store.
CLASS PINS, CLASS RINGS
a m i G R A D U A T I O N G I F T S .

Repairing- aSpecialty.

♦

» W o r k G u a r a n t e e d .

S o C A I M F E S L
FURNITURE--RUGS--UNDERTAKING

Quality and Ser-vice.

R O T H P H O N E S .

B L A I R N E B R A S K A
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H A R L O W S H O E S A R E G O O D .

E L E C T R I C S H O E R E P A I R I N G .

Y O U A R E W E L C O M E T O V I S I T

T H E B L A I R R A C K E T S T O R E
5, 10 AND 25 CENTS VARIETY GOODS.

BLAIR, NEBRASICA.

S C H O O L S U P P L I E S . P U R E F R E S H C A N D Y .

)

(
♦

1

Dana College
Second Semester begins January 30, 1922.

College, Normal, Commercial, and Academy courses of

recognized rank are offered.

Besides the above, courses in Piano, Violin, and Voice

a r e o f f e r e d .

For particulars -write to registrar of

DANA COLLEGE, BLAIR , NEBRASKA.
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AFTER ALL—THE BEST GIFT IS A

PHOTOGIiAPH
L E T U S M A K E Y O U R S .

OLESEN’S ART STUDIO,
BLAIR, NEBRASKA.

C. E. McComb
Barber Shop W. F. Hemphil

D . D . S .

The One That Boosts State Bank Building

F o r D a n a . B o t h P h o n e s . Blair, Nebr.
I
t

(

T H E A R N D T H A R D W A R E
( W i i i e l i e j s t e i * ^ T o v e .

IS THE P fOXEER P.US IXESS HOUSE OF RLATE .
I T H A S B E E N A S U C C E S S B E C A U S E O F Y O U R

PAT R O X A G E . W E T R U S T W E l i l AY C O X T I N U E
TO SER\ 'E YOU AS WELL AS YOUR FRIENDS IX

'J’HE FUTURE AS WE HA YE IN THE PAST, BY
C A R R Y I N G O U T O U R S L O G A N S E R V I C E A N D

Y O U W I L L F I N D Q U A L I T Y
GOODS. WITH PRICES AS LOW AS ANY, WE

A R E R E D U C I N G P R I C E S E V E N A H E A D
O F T H E I M A E K E T .

.!
«

S A T I S F A C T I O N .

G E T T H E H A B I T Pr in t i ng Binding

T R A D E W I T H
S a n . P u b L

B L A I R , N E B R .J. L. POUNDS
B o o k s S. S. SuppliesO N E P R I C E C L O T H I E R .



FOR ABSOLUTE SAFETY, DEPOSIT YOUR MONEY IN

The Farmer’s State Bank, Blair, Neb.
All funds deposited with this hank are protected by the Guaran^

Fund of Nebraska. The chief functions of abank are to receive deposiie
and to loan money. These things we are prepared to do in amanner.

Acceptable to Our Patrons.
FARMER’S STATE BANK OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA.

C. M. Hitohmani, Vice-PreB,Henry OhrisibenHen, Pres.

O l i r i s B e n < i o r f

1. D. GARRISON
C L O T H I N G S H O E S

P f o o n i e N o s .

B e l l o f fi c e 7 5 . I n d . o f fi c e 4 1 .

R e s . 2 2 4 .

Gent’s Fumishinga.

B L A I R N E B R .

F O R Y O U R

The Stewart Pharmacy,
J. HAROLD STEWART, Mgr.

DRUGS, PAINTS, GLASS
W A R E , W A L L P A P E R .

Prescription Filling Our Si>ecialty.

BOOKS, STATIONERY and
S C H O O L S U P P L I E S

G O T O

Eastman Kodaks and Supplies.

C O M E T O U S W I T H Y O U R

L U M B E R A N D C O A L T R O U B L E S .

H I G H G R A D E L U M B E R A N D C L E A N C O A L

a t Lowes t P r i ces .

i
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For Those With aDiscriminating
Taste

e§ ' D P oneru l U U

The Student’s Blair Home.

Citizens State Bank
A. R. BROCK,

P r e s i d e n t

GEO. BRUSE,

Cash ie r

E. R. BROCK,

Vice Pres iden t

H . J . H A N S E N

A s s ’ t C a s h i e r

fl y ' !

A N D O E T O N EI

You can bring your account to the CITIZENS STATE BANE wth the assur¬
ance that your money will receive full protection, and that our advice and service
are at your disposal.


