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End of academic year gives
reason to reflect on past news

CHRISTINA NUTTER
Reporter

September

* Sandi Mitchell, Dr. William Hall
and Dorothy Willis joined the Dana
faculty.

* Angie Sparacino became the
women’s NATA national champion in
the marathon with a time of 2:57:18.
She is Dana’s first national champion.
* Construction outside the Campus
Center was finally finished.

* Student Senate took on the sole
responsibility for recycling on cam-
pus.

* Pastor Joanne Richmond became
Dana’s new campus pastor.

* The new parking lot was finished.
* New computers were purchased for
each hall.

October

* Homecoming. Royaity were Matt
Haufle and Angie Sparacino. The
football team missed a win by a few
inches when the time ran out.

* President Christopherson was ap-
pointed as Knight of the Order of the
* Dannebrog, the order of Her Majesty
Queen Margrethe II of Denmark.

* The musical “H.M.S. Pinafore”
was performed in the Laurtizen The-
ater.

* Windows ‘95 was installed on cam-
pus computers.

* Event credit requirements were
suspended for two years.

* A universal weight machine was
added to the fitness room by Student
Senate.

* The cross country teams finished
second and fourth at conference.

* The softball team finished its fall
season 4-2.

* President Christopherson’s office
was remodeled.

November

* Parent’s Day. The volleyball team
defeated Westmar College 15-3, 10-
15, 15-8 and 15-10. The football team
defeated Concordia, lifting their
record to 3-5.

* Grape juice was temporarily re-
moved from the cafeteria because of
stains on the carpet.

* “Waiting for Godot” was per-
formed by the theater department.

* The cheerleaders quit after getting
fed up with school spirit.

* Moses Thompson finished his se-
nior art project, a mural combining
science and religion, to be hung in the
science hall.

December

* Sights and Sounds of Christmas.
Dr. Paul Schneider directed his play
“I’ll Be Home For Christmas.” The
Chorale, concert band and Santa
Lucia performed.

January

* Rev. Bill Hartwell, director of se-
curity, retired. Security was no longer
available 24 hours a day.

* Seven students and three adults
toured cathedrals in Germany, France
and England.

* Six students and four adults trav-
eled to the Middle East, visiting Is-
rael, Jordon and Greece.

February

* Winterfest. Royalty were Ryan
Holtam and Mandy Buttry.

* The Dragon’s Head was remod-
eled. New games and a big screen
television were added.

* The student-directed play “Lost in
Yonkers” hit the Dana stage.

* Thompson’s mural drew contro-
Versy.

* The men’s basketball team defeated

Midland.

March

* The Student Senate raised nearly
$7,000 in donations for the computer
services budget.

* Buttry led the track team by earn-
ing All-American honors at the NAIA
indoor track championships.

* Foundations for Lifelong Learning
is no longer required for incoming
classes.

* Five musicians performed in the
intercollegiate honor band.

* KDCV upgraded its equipment and
lengthened broadcast hours.

* To maintain the budget, faculty
salaries were frozen, staff was
downsized and tuition increased:

* New executive staff members for
Student Senate were elected.

* The softball team won three games
over spring break.

April

* The off-campus housing lottery
drew complaints.

* “Rehearsal,” a broadway revue,
replaced “Grease” on the Dana stage.
* Argo Hall officially became a non-
smoking dorm.

* Three professors announced their
retirement—Dorothy Olson, Roger
Olson and Dr. Bernard Matthies.
May

* Faculty Follies drew a crowd of
students in the Laurtizen Theater.

* Morton Scholars gave their senior
presentations.

* The baseball team finished its sea-
son 12-12 in the NIAC and 17-18
overall.

* The softball team ended its season
16-19 overall and 11-7 in NIAC play.
* Three track athletes won NIAC
titles at the conference championship
meet—Ben Sandy, Scott Stanley and
Andrea Spreen.

Right step into the job market is to
start looking and stop procrastinating

JON BURLESON
Reporter

ccording to most reports this is
a great time to be a college
graduate. Low unemployment and a
growing economy make it easier to
find a job now than in recent years.
Maura Rurak wrote, in National
Business Employment Weekly, “You
might think finding a job will be
easy—and you’re probably right.”
“Anyone looking hard [for a job],

isn’t having a hard time,” said
Michael Babbitt.

Babbitt is a graduating senior with
a degree in organizational communi-
cations. He said he was interested in
a sales career and has pursued this
career avenue.

“I haven’t accepted anything yet,”
he said. “But I have two pretty good
prospects to choose between.”

Babbitt said it took him about one
month of searching, career fairs and
interviewing to narrow it down.

Another graduate-to-be, Damian
Pollack, has also found it easy to find

gainful employment.

He said he has not decided if he was
going to go for a management posi-
tion with Burger King (his current
employer) or go intern for Enterprise
Car Rentals.

“They both start at about $25,000 a
year,” he said. “Not too bad, but
money isn’t the only thing I’m look-
ing for.”

While it may be an open job mar-
ket, the first step to a career is to start
looking. But don’t procrastinate t00
long. This could result in having to
settle for less than you hoped for.

AMY BENEDICT
Editor in Chief

hat do you have planned this

summer? Sleep until noon?
Work hard to make money to pay
those Dana bills? Maybe you have
exotic travel plans? Ugh! Summer
school? Dana students on summer
break have a wide range of activi-
ties waiting for them just after fi-
nals.

Jaclyn Smith will be busy at Dana
even on summer break as she has
landed a part-time position in the
registrar’s office and as a summer
resident assistant in Elk Horn Hall.
She will also be working at Pizza
Hut. “T would like to find another
job for weekends and evenings just
to keep myself entertained,” she said

Other than working her fingers to
the bone, Smith is looking forward
to her sister Sarah’s visit during the
summer and not having to study.

Max Riffner will be another stu-
dent in the working world. He plans
to work at a new internet company
called GravityOne designing
websites. “I have already had two
years experience in web design and
hopefully the company will pay for
me to go get trained on Silicon
Graphics Machines, where I might
-have the opportunity to get in touch
with some of the Hollywood spe-
cial effects design houses that use
the same machines,” said Riffner.

His summer plans include a vaca-
tion to see Carhenge. “I have had
this unholy desire to see Carhenge
for three years now,” said Riffner.
He also hopes to take a trip to Chi-
cago during the summer Comic
Cons to show his work around. “It
has been my dream to be a comic
book artist since I was five years
old,” he said.

Riffner hopes to find time to grill
out on his porch and drink beer.
“You know, a party-type thing,” said
Riffner. “I know it is a fairly simple
thing to aspire to but I have simple
needs.”

Mandy Buttry will be returning
home to Shenandoah, Iowa, and
pick up where she left off last sum-
mer as assistant manager at the
Shenandoah swimming pool. “I
have been a lifeguard for many
years and I love working outside,”
said Buttry.

Also on her summer agenda is
teaching Bible school, swimming
lessons and attending everyone’s fa-
vorite summer gathering, weddings.
Her travel plans include a trip to

Students fill summer
with jobs, fun and travel

Colorado in August to attend coach
Jay Birmingham’s cross country
camp.

Gerd Bents is also returning
where he left off last summer to his
position of bartender at a golf course
in Northern Wisconsin. “It’s fun, it
pays good, tips well and golf is
cheap,” said Bents.

Bents also plans to attend a wed-
ding this summer, his own, in Au-
gust. He also has other plans on his
mind. “I plan to lay on the beach,
make money to give to Dana, water
ski, relax, enjoy life; be alone and
learn to read,” he said.

Some Dana students are traveling
to work in another part of the United
States. Annette Williams is going to
Hampton Beach, N. H., for a sum-
mer missions project with Campus
Crusade for Christ. “I’ll be work-
ing with the local churches and the
tourists there,” she said.

She said she plans to keep busy at
her summer job, along with 50 other
college students, working within the
outreach project on the beaches and
in the churches. “Seeing God’s work
through us at Hampton Beach this
summer is the most I can ask for,”

-she said.

Laura Hiebenthal will be working
at the YMCA of the Rockies in
Estes Park, Colo., this summer. “I
have always loved Rocky Mountain
National Park, which is just outside
of Estes, and have always wanted
to spend an entire summer in the
mountains,” said Hiecbenthal. “Plus,
I will be working with high school
kids and that is great experience for
me as a secondary education major.”

Hiebenthal feels she has much to
look forward to this summer includ-
ing having the opportunity to hike
and camp in Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park. “I am also looking for-
ward to meeting all types of people
since the YMCA cmploys people
from all over the U.S. and from
other countries.”

Jennifer Williams will be going to
California to work at the Hard Rock
Cafe and live with her cousin who
is from Brea, a suburb of Los An-
geles. “My cousin’s fricnd can get
me a job at Hard Rock and it sounds
like a lot of fun,” said Williams. “I
am going to California to get away
from Blair for awhile.”

Other than taking a break from
school she hopes to take life a little
less seriously than usual, make
money, run and enjoy life.

Whatever you have planned, work
or travel, summer vacation is a
break, so make sure you take one!
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Cancellation of "Ellen"
sends strong message
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AMY KLUSMEIER
Editorialist

n April 23 the ABC executive

staff put an end to “Ellen,” the
first television sitcom to feature a ho-
mosexual lead character (the final
episode aired Wednesday).

Judging by the recent Republican
gubernatorial campaign, most Ne-
braskans either celebrated or ignored
news of the cancellation. Unfortu-
nately this reaction is not restricted
to Nebraska or the Midwest. Bob
Iger, president of ABC, claims the
decision was based on low ratings due
to the fact that the audience became
tired of watching the same subject
matter each week. However, given
the parental warnings that appeared
before some episodes of “Ellen,” it
is difficult to dismiss the possibility
that the network was uncomfortable
with .he content of the program.
Ellen DeGeneres argues the cancel-
lation is a result of her openness about
her sexuality on and off the screen.

Regardless of the reasons for

- ABC’s decision, the message sent to

American’s youth is tragic. The sui-

cide rate among gay and lesbian
teens is extremely high (30 percent
of all completed youth suicide are
committed by ‘gays and lesbians).
Growing up “different” in a society
that demands heterosexuality can be
an extremely isolating and frighten-
ing experience. Having a role model
like Ellen brings comfort to many
who feel alone and ashamed of who
they are. Her openness and ability
to find humor in an often difficult
experience radiated on to viewers,
showing them that being gay is
nothing to be ashamed of. Just when
the gay movement scemed to be
making a small symbolic stride to-
ward equal rights, corporate
America yanked the pride from be-
neath us. Itis horrifying to imagine
what messages are being sent to
young people by these continuous
attempts to reverse homosexuality
for the cultural discourse.
Although ABC’s decision is
deeply saddening, we can be thank-
ful for the opportunity the network
gave Ellen and the work she did.
Hopefully one day all Americans
will enjoy equal rights and will be
able to reflect on how we were em-
powered by obstacles like this one.

Ferguson named Professor of the Year

D r. Kay Ferguson has been
named 1997-98 Professor of
the Year at Dana College by mem-
bers of the student body. '

Ferguson, professor of teacher
education and psychology, is in her
11th year of teaching at Dana Col-
lege. She received her bachelor of
arts degree from Parsons College,
her master’s from the University of
Iowa and her doctorate from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Prior to coming to Dana in 1987,
Ferguson taught teacher education
at UNL. She also taught music,
chemistry and kindergarten before
beginning her career as a college
professor.

Ferguson said she entered col-
lege teaching because of the desire
to improve the quality of education
through the training of excellent
teachers who could excite and mo-

Dr. Kay Ferguson

tivate children to learn.

To further help in that process, she
has developed the Space TREK In-
stitute, a two-week professional de-
velopment program for teachers and

a week-long technology camp for
students in grades 4-9. The camp,
held annually on the Dana campus,
has been acclaimed as one of the
best in the nation. .

The Professor of the Year is cho-
sen by a vote of the entire student
body. Recipients must have dem-
onstrated excellence in teaching,
positive interpersonal relation-
ships, organization and classroom
class management, intellectual
stimulation and desirable behavior
outside the classroom. Professors
who have received the award
within the past five years are not
eligible.

The award was presented by Stu-
dent Senate President Matt Kern
during the annual faculty-staff ap-
preciation event.

Ferguson was also named Profes-
sor of the Year in 1989.

Book Buy-Back
9-4 p.m.
Monday through Friday
in the Dana Bookstore
1.D. required

Get cash for your books!

Power food to get
you through
finals!

Late-Night

Breakfast

Tuesday, 10 p.m.
in the cafeteria,
food served by

Dana staff
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1 23 hour quiet hours in
the residence halls begin
Saturday at 11 p.m.
| Loud hour is from 7-8 p.m.

1

| every night. Quiet hours

Good luck on
finals and have a
great, safe,
relaxing summer

will be strictly break!
enforced! —Hermes staff
Campus Events
FRIDAY

Last day of classes

6 p.m. Ultimate Frisbee, Oval
SATURDAY

6:30 p.m. Putt-putt golf, C.C.

SUNDAY
11 a.m. Chapel
11:30a.m.  Spring Athletic Banquet, C.C.
MONDAY

9-4 p.m Book Buy-Back

Final Exams
TUESDAY

9-4 p.m Book Buy-Back
Final Exams

10:30 a.am.  Chapel

10 p.m. Late Night Breakfast

WEDNESDAY

9-4 p.m. Book Buy-Back
Final Exams
THURSDAY

9-4 p.m. Book Buy-Back
Final Exams
End of Spring Semester
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Relieving stress of finals

classes. It’s like the movie "Happy
Gilmore"; think of a happy place
and go there. We’ve also been talk-
ing about deep breathing, medita-
tion and body massage as relaxing
tools.”—Jason Magnuson, junior
e “Take study breaks. I usually
waich T.V., play Play Station, lis-
ten to music or take a nap.”—Jody
Phillips, sophomore

° “Itry to leave campus and go
hang out with my friends. Some-
times I just need to get away from
everything.”—Jill Magnus, sopho-
more

JILL DEWALD
Sports Editor

tress\'stres\n.-physical, chemi-
cal or emotional factor that
causes bodily or mental tension and
may be a factor in disease causation
2. a state resulting from a stress 3.
STRAIN, PRESSURE. ;
Papers, projects and deadlines
bombard each student as the end of
the semester nears. Stress causes
feelings of anxiety. It may cause
headaches or even lack of sleep. °. “I don’t relieve stress very eas-
During this crunch time Dana stu- ily.” Tim Podraza, sophomore
dents begin to feel the buildup of an e “I either sit and do nothing or
entire semester’s worth of work. will get up and go for a walk.”—
Some give tips on how to survive: Gina Flood, freshman
* “I don’t really handle stress very e “Going shopping and speaking
well at all but I play racquetball lots of Japanese always makes me
sometimes or else I just set aside feel better even though I will still

time to hangout, relax and not think have so much homework.”—Eiko

about homework.”—Tiffany Machida, junior

Menard, junior ° “Ilove to go for a walk. I need
* “Visualization is a technique we time to leave and be by myself.”—
are learning about in one of my Kylie Knobbe, freshman

JON BURLESON
Reporter

he end ofithe semester usually
means the beginning of long
road trips for several students.

If you are planning to drive a long
way, you may want to check your
vehicle’s air filter and coolant sup-
ply. A dirty air filter can decrease
the performance of your vehicle or
cause it to stall. Insufficient cool-
ant can cause your engine to over-
heat.

It is a good idea to check these
items every six months, but defi-
nitely before any trip.

A shop in town will replace your

Preparing your car for summer travel

filter, flush out and refill your radia-
tor for $55-60. You could do it your-
self for the price of the materials,
about $10.

Your owner’s manual will tell you
what type of air filter your car uses.
Air filters are generally located on top
of your engine. If you have fuel in-
jection the air filter housing may be
attached to the engine’s air intake by
a duct. It may be located in front of
your radiator, beside the engine or
under a fender.

To see if the filter is clogged, take
it out and shine a flashlight through
it. If the light barely shows through,
the filter is dirty and you necd to re-
place it.

To check your coolant systcm, re-

move the cap on your radiator and
look inside. A flashlight may be
uscful. If the liquid inside appcars
dirty you may want to flush your
radiator. This process is time con-
suming but can save you money.
Check with your car’s manufac-
turer (local dealership) for specif-
ics on doing this.

If you choose to flush your own
radiator, remember that antifrecze
is very poisonous. Always keep it
in a securely closed container and
clean up or hose away any spills.
Its sweel taste is attractive to ani-
mals. Collect all the old, dirty an-
tifrecze in a container and take it
to a scrvice station that accepts
uscd automobilc fluids.
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Junior Kathy Allmon takes in the sunshine and warm weather outside of Argo
Hall while flipping through a homework assignment. Students have been |
enjoying the warm weather while preparing for upcoming finals week.
(Photo by Leslie Schroeter)

Students study,

SAF 30 g 1 SR
Sohomore Jason Ileﬂ checks out a robe before the Vozces noon peformance

in the chapel on Wednesday. This marks the last Voices peformance for this
semester. (Photo by Leslie Schroeter)

Dana students relieved their stress,
used their creative talent and filled
their tummies Tuesday evening when
Student Activities hosted cookie
decorating in the Dragon’s lead.
(Photo by Derek Otte)

Junior Chad Grosse explores -the
reproductive system of a female fetal
pig in Life Science. Students dissected
fetal pigs during iab to learn about
respiratory,  digestive and
reproductive systems in mammals.
(Photo by Leslic Schroeter)

.draw
year to a
close
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T'welve Dana runners prepare Jornational competition

LAURA HIEBENTHAL
Copy Editor

The Dana track team completed its
regular season competition on
Saturday at the NAIA Mid-States
Championships at Baker University
in Baldwin City, Kan.

Senior Andrea Spreen brought
home Dana’s only first place finish,
winning the javelin throw with a toss
of 125-8. She also earned a fourth
place finish in the discus with a 122-
foot throw.

Freshman Justin Christensen placed
second in the 3,000-meter steeple-
chase with a time of 9 minutes, 35.81
seconds. His time qualified him for
the NAIA national championships

and was four seconds faster than his
previous personal best.

Freshman Brooke Thomsen com-
peted in the high jump, clearing 4-10
and capturing sixth place.

Other Dana athletes turning in no-
table performances were senior Ryan
Jacobsen, freshman Marc Bierbaum
and senior Lynette Riemersma.
Jacobsen had his best time of the year
in the 400 hurdles, finishing in 55.75.
Bierbaum ran a personal best time in
the steeplechase and finished in
10:46.54, 18 seconds faster than his
previous best. Riemersma threw the
discus 104-9.

Coach Jay Birmingham said he was
pleased with the track team’s perfor-
mance throughout the season.

“It was our most successful track
season yet in terms of numbers of

%ou look into each others eyes, you can see forever.
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ABerkshire Hathavway Company

Regency Court, 120 Regency Parkway, Omaha (402) 391-0400 (800) 642-Gm

lifetime relationships begin.

Exceptional selection of engagement and wedding rings,
extraordinary values and passionate service.

For a complimentary Engagement Package, call 1.800.642.GIFT

people who scored in meets, personal
bests and overall quality,” said Bir-
mingham. “Our younger athletes did
exceptionally well—sophomores

“Everyone we take to
nationals has a solid
chance to place in their
event.”

—Jay Birmingham

Scott Stanley and Sarah Klein along
with freshmen Aaron Schlote, Justin
Christensen, Amy Smith and Tiffani
Nielsen.”

Twelve Dana athletes will advance

5

to the NAIA national championships
held May 21-23 in Tulsa, Okla. Se-
nior Angie Sparacino will attempt to
defend her national championship
title in the marathon. Senior Anna
Hovde, who finished fourth last year,
and sophomore Jennifer Williams
will also compete in the women’s
marathon. Dana will have six run-
ners compete in the men’s marathon.
Senior Ben Sandy, who finished third
last year, junior Matt Poulter, junior
Bob Spangler, junior Evan Bees,
sophomore Jason Brindle and fresh-
man Aaron Schlote will all run the
26.2-mile race.

Three other Dana athletes will also
compete at nationals. Stanley will
compete in the 1,500-meter run,
Christensen will run the 3,000
steeplechase and Spreen will compete

in the javelin. Last year Spreen

placed eighth at nationals and is cur-

rently ranked 14th in the nation.
“Everyone we take to nationals has

_ asolid chance to place in their event,”

said Birmingham. *“Andrea Spreen,
Ben Sandy, Angie Sparacino and
Anna Hovde have all scored at na-
tionals in the past. Itis a thrill to see

Dana College athletes on the victory

stand.”

The team will leave for Tulsa early
Wednesday morning. Spreen,
Stanley and Christensen will compete
on Thursday and possibly on Satur-
day if they qualify for finals. The
marathon begins at 6 a.m. on Satur-
day. The team will drive through
Saturday night and into Sunday in
order to get the seniors back in time
for graduation that afternoon.
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