
Happy Halloween!
circus of scars featuring monsters,
mutants, madness, and murder."

If you’re not into going out
on Halloween then there is always
the option of sitting at home and
watching scary movies. American
Movie Classics cable (channel 30) is
doing its annual Monster Fest. They
are currently running scary movies
24 hours aday until Halloween
night. Spike TV on cable chaimel 53
is doing aFriday the 13* Marathon
all day Halloween also. Then there -
is always the option of visiting one
o f t h e l o c a l m o v i e r e n t a l s t o r e s

and picking one out for your self
i f nei ther one of these channels are

playing what you want to see.
Not everyone celebrates

Halloween. So for those who want an

alternative, the Fort Street Christian
Chu rch i s o f f e r i ng aPumpk in
Carnival from 6p.m. to 8p.m. It is
located at 99th and Fort Street.

However s tudents dec ide to

get into the spirit, whether it is at a
haunted house in Omaha, bowling,
or just sitting at home watching some
good old fashioned scary movies,
there will be something for them to
do. Halloween really is aholiday
for all ages to create some great
memories and enjoy.

Kathy Wells
C o - E d i t o r

Creatures from beyond,
favorite cartoon characters, and
anything else out of the ordinary
are walking around. It must be
Halloween. This holiday is not just
atime for the young but it gives the
kid in all of us achance to emerge.
When else can agrown man dress up
like Sponge Bob? Students at Dana
are no different, but how are they
unleashing their inner child? There
are actually several activities on
and off campus for everyone to kick
back, enjoy, and have some fun.

Third floor Mickelsen boys
are sponsoring acosmic bowling
night at the Blair Bowling Alley from
9:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Everyone is
encouraged to attend and wear their
costumes for food and prizes.

T h e

department is offering achance in
between classes all day to ^vatch a
scary movie in the newly created
med ia l ab i n DC room 216 . The
movies showing and their times are 9
a.m. Sleepy Hollow, 11 a.m. Identity,

Last minute costume ictreas

Senior Jon Moench and former student Jared Grune enjoy some
Halloween festivites. Photo byCarrie Whitehead
1p.m. The Ring, and 3p.m. 28 Days Rd., Point of No Return at 2713 Ave
Later. There will be Halloween treats Jin Council Bluffs, and Mystery
for students to enjoy while watching Manor at 716 N. 18th St. are just a

few. There is nothing like ahaunted
Other students are opting house to really get you into the spirit

for the more traditional Halloween of Halloween or to even really get
excursion to haunted houses. There yourself scared.

T h e r e

the mov ies .

c o m m u n i c a t i o n

a l so

year but there are several in Omaha Frightmares in Omaha at 4110
and Council Bluffs to be enjoyed, Grover St. This takes the circus to
Scary Acres located at 17272 Giles another level. It is described as "a

t h eis no haunted house on campus this I S

hat's Inside
M -

Suddenly find yourself without acostume for Halloween? Try this fim and easy ideas:

Cut some holes in some old clothes, carefully bum the edges, st>'le your hair so it sticks straight up :;
and smudge some black make up on any exposed skin to become avictim of electrocution.
Wrap some gauze around your head with afew fake blood spots, get ahospital gown from somewhere,
and put alarge clump of cauliflower in ajar filled with water, and you’re aliving brain donor.
Find some poster board, color it black, cut out alarge circle big enough to cover your body. Wear all
black and tape the circle to the body, and try to explain to your friends that you’re aperiod.
Get afriend you don’t mind being really close to and convince them to walk around in one pair of pants
and one sweatshirt, becoming astrange version of Siamese Twins.
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Ha l loween: From Cel t i c to Commerc ia l
Kathy Wells

C o - E d i t o r
to move into the c lassroom because

of the baby boomers. The number
of children had grown to large for
c i v i c c e l e b r a t i o n s t o a c c o m m o d a t e

all of them. So, there it is why we go
around asking for candy and dressing
up. It is just something for us all
to remember, this holiday wasn’t
something that was made up but it
has along history.

Many people around the
country choose to celebrate the
holiday of Halloween but many
people are not quite sure why we
do. This holiday dates back to the
a n c i e n t C e l t i c f e s t i v a l o f S a m h a i n .

The Celts lived about 2000 years
ago in modem Ireland, Uni ted
Kingdom, and northern France. The
Celts celebrated their new year on
November 1, which marked the end
of the summer and harvest. The Celts
b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e w i n t e r w a s a d a r k
t ime and was associated wi th human

death. They believed that October
31 the worlds of the dead and living
blurred together. They believed that
the spirits would bother crops and
cause trouble. In addition to this they
believed that they helped the Dmids,
Celtic priests, predict the future. To
celebrate this event they would build
sacred bonfires and sacrifice crops
and animals. They would wear
costumes during the festival which
was usually animal heads or skins.
Afterwards they would relight their
hearth fires from the bonfire. They
believed that this would protect them
from the upcoming winter.

By A.D. 43, the Romans
had conquered much of the Celtic
territory. They then began to
incorporate some of their own
holidays into this tradition. Feralia,
aday in late October, commemorated
the passing of the dead. There was
also the celebration of Pomona who
was the Goddess of fruit and trees.
Her symbol was the apple and that
is where the tradition of bobbing
for apples is believed to have come
from. By the 800’s the spread of
Christianity had reached the lands
and in the seventh century Pope
●oniface IV declared November 1to
■-■ rAll Saints Day, atime to celebrate
saints and martyrs. This was called

,il-Hallows or All-Hollowmas. The
night before was called All-Hallows

M H a l l d w e e n
fun Facts,

i®e;blggest pumpJdu fn the
woi^d ^weighed 4385 lbs in
'Octbber 2003 af apumpkin
fcsthal in ('anby, Oregon.

T h e w o r d " w i t c h - ’ c o m e s
f r o m t h e S a x o n w o r d " w i c -
ca" which means wise one. '

The first hal loween card was

made in the early 1900’s.i
cottshmers'spend abotd

|jS.O million on hallowed
s. ‘ '

^̂ pst Jach-o-lantern was

Black .4iats w«te originally
believed- to be witches’ fa-^

r k i n d o f c o s m i c
sidekick Who protected tile
t̂ches’ powei% from nega¬

tive forces., .

Photo courtesy of www.h40elem.santacniz.kl2.ca.Ks/
Eve which eventually became family and in return be given a“soul
H a l l o w e e n . cake ” .

By the late 1800s there was
amovement to make the holiday a
more community centered activity.
Newspapers and community leaders
encouraged parents to remove what
was considered grotesque from the
holiday which removed the more
superstitious and religious overtones
of the holiday.

The a iTiva l o f Hal loween to

the U.S. came as many people began
to start their future in the new land.
The practice didn’t really began to
pick up until the immigration of
the 19*'’ century. With the arrival
of the Irish immigrants because
of the potato famine the holiday
began to become more popular with
Americans. This is when they began
to trick-or-treat. It’s believed that the
tradition of trick-or-treating comes
from the English holiday of All
Souls. The poor would go to houses
and promise to pray for the dead of a

speud as
much WSl;5 bifiloii on cos-
^umes eacK year, and morj
ttan 12.5 biian on decora¬
tions and crafts

By the 1920’s the holiday
had become secular with parades and
civic celebration. Due to an outbreak
of vandalism during the 1950’s it
began to focus on younger children.
During this time the celebration began

i

Courtesy of ww.babycentcr.com
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Campus crawls with the supernatural
T h e m o s t f a m o u s r u m o r

of the supernatural on campus is for its ghost that hauntedusa.com
the now neglected former boy’s has it listed in “Haunted Places in
dormitory, Elkhom. The brother Nebraska,
building to Argo, it no longer houses
students, though the occasional office
is on the first floor. Rather, it is home
to agrief stricken ghost of afootball
player that supposedly hung himself
i n t h e 1 9 3 0 ’ s . I n a c o m e r r o o m o n

fourth floor, people have sworn they
heard the ghost whisper, “Shut Up!
Shadows move in strange, hand-like
movements, unexplained noises fill
the silent building, and doors lock
a n d u n l o c k t h e m s e l v e s o n a w h i m .

Security guards, professors and
s t u d e n t s a l i k e h a v e c o n f e s s e d t o

feeling “ghostly presences” in the
building -and having spent the night
there acouple of times myself, Ican
certainly attest to that.

E l k h o m i s s o f a m o u s tells astrange tale. While working
on aset for an upcoming play, he
fell asleep on the stage, as he had
been working well into the night. He
awoke sometime later abmptly, and a
little boy somewhere around ten was
standing by him, watching him. The
boy asked polite questions about the
play, then excused himself and went
up the stairs to leave. The student
suddenly realized how strange it
was that aboy that young would be
lurking around the campus at three
in the morning and chased after
him...but all traces of the boy had
van i shed .

Rene Nicolay
C o - E d i t o r

Every night, when the lights
go out and the world goes silent,
ch i ldren huddle in fear beneath the i r

blankets, waiting with terror for the
unseen mons te r s i n t he shadows t o

descend on their helpless bodies. For
centuries, mankind has been afraid
of the unknown realm of ghosts, and
even in today’s modem world, we’re
hopelessly susceptible to the idea of
specters and hauntings. It doesn’t
matter how educated or intelligent
you tell yourself you are -when
you’re alone in arooni reputed to be
haunted, you’ll feel that tremor down

9 9

There are other ghosts on
campus, however. In the Madison
Fine Arts Center (MFAC) something
goes bump' in the night. Ayoung
girl and boy dressed in reportedly
pioneer c loth ing” wander the

building, usually on the lower floors
and on the stage. It seems to the little
girl of the duo is rather mischievous:
she trips and frightens people by
flicking lights, changing stations on
radios and turning up unexpected.
One student, whi le developing
film in the photography room, was
shocked and frightened when alittle
girl showed up in the picture where
no girl was supposed to be.

O n e f o r m e r d r a m a s t u d e n t

9 9

Perhaps you have the
courage to face these ghosts on your
own on adark, supernatural night. Or
maybe you, like many before you,
wil l st i l l -hide under the covers.

y o u r s p i n e .
Did you know that Dana

College has its share of spine-tingling
ghosts?
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Are you r o o m b o r e J ^
Tune intd 91.1 FM and

submit your vote for the Hot DJ Contest on
Noveiiiber 6from 7-12 P.M.

If you have unprotected sax for wH&tever reason, or you -7.,
ware sexually assaulted, you can still reduce your chance- ’#; -
of getting pregnant. Emergency Contraception (EC).,: ■
can help prevent pregnancy If. taken within 1,20 hourf «
.(5 days): but the spoper (he betfer. ( ’
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Texas Chainsaw Massacre: Is it true?
Through his reading he learned a
few interesting things to aid his odd
hobbies, including the process of
shrinking heads. He was particularly
interested in experiments done in
Nazi concentration camps,
also went on trips to the graveyard
to dig up bodies for his "science
experiments." When the atrocities of
mutilating corpses lost its thrill, Gein
later resorted to murder.

The wr i te r /p roducer o f t he
original Texas Chainsaw Massacre
bor rowed the i deas o f t he sec luded

farmhouse, cannibalism, sadism and
apsychotic killer to create his movie.
T h e c h a i n s a w w a s a d d e d w h e n t h e

writer had the idea that adisplay of
chainsaws could help him easily slide
through amall of crowded Christmas
shoppers. The two ideas fused, and a
movie was made.

B r a n d i e C a r l s o n
S ta f f Wr i t e r

T e x a s C h a i n s a w M a s s a c r e :

Based on aTrue Story? Well, sort
of. The Texas Chainsaw Massacre
started when the original hit theaters
in 1974. There was asequel in 1986,
and now i t ’s back :Ha l l oween 2003 .

Personally, Idon’t think the original
was worth my rental fee, but the
remake was definitely much amuch
better use of my time and money.
The basic story plot doesn’t waver
much between the original and the
remake, and both mov ies inc lude
the c la im that i t was based on at rue

story.

H e

The home of Edward Gein the inspiration behind Leatherface of The Texas
Chainsaw Massacre. Photo courtesy of www.houseofhorrors.com

After some investigative work,
I f o u n d t h a t a m a n n a m e d E d w a r d large, vertical gash. They also found

numerous other body parts in Gein’s
h o m e . T h e r e w e r e b o w l s m a d e

from human skulls, awastebasket
and some lampshades made form
human skin -even ahuman skin suit,
which he later confessed to wearing
while he pretended he was his long
deceased mother.

Gein was also to be found guilty
f o r t h e m u r d e r o f a n o t h e r w o m a n .

However, there were more body parts
than just originally found. When
questioned, Gein eventually admitted
to digging up new graves of women
he found in the obituaries.

Gein’s upbringing is most likely
w h a t d r o v e h i m t o
t h e s e c r i m e s ,
a n d h i s o l d e r b r o t h e r

w e r e r a i s e d b y a
strictly
domineering mother.
They moved to a
s e c l u d e d f a r m h o u s e
o u t s i d e

Wisconsin to escape
w h a t h i s m o t h e r s a w

sinful” people,
however.

Gein was the inspiration for these
classic cult horror movies, proving
that the movies really based on a

Although there
w a s n o c h a i n s a w

involved, Gein is
undoubtedly the
inspiration for The
T e x a s C h a i n s a w
M a s s a c r e . H e i s

also responsible
f o r B u f f a l o B i l l
i n S i l e n c e o f t h e

Lambs, the movie
Psycho, and many
other horror fi lms.

So, while there
w a s n o g r o u p

m u r d e r e d

G e i n

'true story.
religious.E d w a r d G e i n w a s a r r e s t e d i n

1957 when police in Plainfield,
Wisconsin were inspecting his
f a r m h o u s e f o r t h e m u r d e r o f a
w o m a n f r o m t h e t o w n . T h e o f fi c e r s

searched Gein’s house, and found
more than they were looking for.
The woman’s decapi tated body
was found, hanging upside down
from the rafters, her torso split by a

Plainfield,

a

a s

Gein,
i d o l i z e d h i s m o t h e r
a n d t r i e d t o d o

everything she told
h i m t o . H e w e n t

to school, but was
always ashy outcast.

L a t e r

brother died in afire,
and eventually his mother died of a
stroke. Gein then boarded up the
upstairs rooms and other rooms his
mother used the most and left himself
one bedroom downstairs, the kitchen
and the shed.

Gein spent his time reading
anatomy and adventure books.
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o f

H e r m e s t h eteenagers,
T e x a s C h a i n s a w
M a s s a c r e

technically based
on atme story. 1

hope, knowing that the killer spent
his last days in amental institution
helps your walk from the theater to
your car alittle easier. If you want
to check out the movie for your self
it is currently playing at the Blair 3,
the AMC 24 in Omahq, and the Star
Cinema in Council Bluffs.

Dana College w a sG e i n ’ s


