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Visitation, a policy that needs to change?

¥

Brandie Carlson
Contributing Writer

You’re in your room on a
weeknight, watching a movie with
a group of your friends, both male
and female. You glance at your clock
and realize it’s 1:03 am. There’s still
almost an hour left in your movie.
Do you kick your guests out? Or go
ahead and finish?

Hopefully you’re aware
that by finishing the movie, you’re
violating Pana’s visitation policy.
Presently the visitation policy states:
“Students of one sex are permitted to
be on the floor or in the room of a
residence hall occupied by members
of the opposite sex only during
Visitation Hours, and only under
the specific guidelines of the policy.
The Visitation Policy is not to be
iterpreted as giving the overriding
‘right’ to any individuals to have
members of the opposite sex in
their rooms at the inconvenience of
a‘roommate.” The Visitation Hours
are Sunday-Thursday without escort
10 a.m. to 11 p.m. With an escort the
hours are 11:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. On
Friday and Saturday without escort
the hours are 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., and
with escort 11:00 p.m. — 3:00 a.m.

The range of discipline for
being in violation of the visitation
policy ranges from a warning through
disciplinary probation. Additional
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sanctions may be assessed, including
suspension or loss of visitation
privileges.

Now, it’s true that you
could possibly take your movie
out to a lounge and finish it there,
without a risk of getting in trouble.
What if there was a different
situation, for example, you and your
significant other are having a serious
conversation in the early morning,
and you don’t want to continue it in
the lounge or another public area? If
you don’t have a roommate, who is it

going to bother? And if you do have
a roommate, what would be so wrong
with talking about a personalized
‘visitation policy’ and deciding what
both of you are comfortable with?
There are a wide variety of
opinions on this topic. Sophomore,
Ashley Matteo believes the policy
isn’t needed. She said, “If we are to
be considered adults and make our
own decisions then we should be able
to decide how long a member of the
opposite sex can stay in our room.”
Blair Hall Director and

Student Senate President, Matt
Bloomingdale, said, “I understand
why the college has the visitation
policy. However, there are ways it
can be improved.” Bloomingdale
suggests that 10:00 am might be
a little too late in the morning,
especially when you need to get
papers or notes for an early class.

50 what are the Dana
administration saying about the
policy? Ac: rding to Chris Jebsen,
Dean of dents, “The purpose
of this expectation is to provide a
structured way to allow individual
students to have privacy in their
own room and living space.” Jebsen,
said that many students see this as
a benefit of Dana College. Also, if
visitation was left up to roommates
to decide, some students may not
be comfortable sharing their true
opinions, or may not be able to come
to an agreement. Jebsen noted that
there are other places to meet after
visitation hours, such as residence
hall lobbies and the Campus Center,
which is now open until 2:00 am.
He also invites students to voice
any concerns about the policy to
the Student Senate, he noted that he
has never seen this issue formally
discussed.

Student Senate is ready to
discuss this or any other issue you
would like to address. Talk to a
Student Senator about your concerns,
or show up to the next meeting.




Kevin Lorkovic
Staff Writer

Being a big fan of
Jerry Bruckheimer’s films,
(Black Hawk Down, Pirates
of the Caribbean), I was
pretty excited about National
Treasure, which opened
November 18. For those
of you who haven’t seen it,
you may want to wait for the
DVD to come out. While
I’ll agree it was a good
popcorn movie, with action
happening continuously, it
lets you down in the story
department. ‘

The plot is almost
laughable. Benjamin
Franklin Gates (Nicolas
Cage) is looking for an
elusive treasure that his
family has been in search
of for generations. In the
beginning of the movie,
his search team finds a
clue to his treasure leading
him to believe there is a
treasure map on the back
of the Declaration of
Independence.

National T reasue ust so of
- being a treasure

Emillia Dietrich
Staff Writer

As many students
prepare themselves to take
their semester final exams for
the fall semester, stereotypical
housewives and other
“bargainers” are heading to the
malls and outlet stores in cities
and towns across the U.S. For
this special season (starting
the day after Thanksgiving
and ending just before the
new year) is dedicated to
those who dare leave their cars
in search of a new product.
Going out and strolling the
malls would not be the best
idea during this hectic time of
the year---one should probably
use this time as a “vacation”

I won’t spoil
anything else, but the plot
only gets cheesier with
each passing minute. This
has become expected of
Bruckheimer’s films. They
are action packed and that’s
it. I am very willing to
suspend my disbeliefs when
going to a movie, however,
the action in this movie is
more unbelievable that an
Indiana Jones movie. Cage
steals many other historic
documents and breaks into
monuments all after already
stealing the Declaration of
Independence. Where is the
FBI during this whole time?
They just let the Declaration
get stolen and it’s like they
almost forgot about it.

Back to my
reference to Indiana Jones,

National Treasure is so much

like those movies, that if
Harrison Ford was staring
instead of Nicolas Cage,
people would probably
think that this is the new
installment to the Indiana
Jones movies. All in all, it’s
a very average movie.

Headache of holiday bargain
hunters

from normal mall-walking
and stay home or shop at
another, smaller store. From
experience, I know how much
of a danger zone the mall can
be early in the morning on
“The Friday.” What really
surprised me though was how
there was way more people
shopping at the local (Omaha)
Wal-Mart and Target instead
of the mall.

I hope not to scare
those “virgin shoppers” out
there by sharing these stories
of horror and mayhem, as I do
encourage more people to get
out there and get the gifts that
they need to buy for Christmas
during this shopping season.
Help create an atmosphere of
fun and excitement----so g0
out and shop ‘til you drop!
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Hermes is written and published by students of the Dana College Communication-
Print Media Department on Fridays during the fall and spring academic year. Content of
the paper is developed independently of the student government, faculty and adminis-
tration and does not reflect the policies of these groups. Opinions expressed in the
Hermes are not necessarily those of the editors, college or the college community.

Hermes welcomes letters to the editor expressing origional points of view. Hermes
reserves the right to edit all letters according to space avaliability. All letters must includ
author's name and address. Under certain circumstances Hermes may respect request to
have name ommitted at time of publishing.

Readers are encouraged to submit story ideas and comments by calling (402)426-
| 7328, or via Hermes, Dana College, Box 1252, Blair Ne, 68008. Submissions must be

recieved by 4:00p.m. on Tuesday.
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Dana stacks
up to
Omaha's
'Seussical’

Emillia Dietrich
Staff Writer

Have you ever seen a

musical or any other type of
theatre production produced
by a high school or college,
and then went and saw the
same show “‘professionally”?
You may or may not know,
but our own Dana College
recently performed their
version of the Broadway
show “Seussical.” Now the
Omaha Theatre for Young
People has also started
their own production of the
show, and my friend and I
went to view the December
4 show. I have one thing
to say about the Omaha
show.... ours was better!
Not only did our performers
out-sing the other actors, but
also our dance routines and
on-stage movements Wwere
more in sync with other on-
stage performers unlike the
Omaha performance. There
were areas where the Dana
production lagged however,
areas such as costumes
and stage props. Don’t get
me wrong, they were well
thought of with the sources
available, but the Omaha
show had excellent costumes
and an excellent stage. I
enjoyed both shows, but I
came up with the concept
of using our actors/actresses
with the Omaha costumes
and stage...creating the

~ perfect Seuss experience.
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Dana high is fine. There are
always going to be things wrong with
a school, but like the C.I.A., we never
hear what they do right—just what
they screw up. Placing the -blame
entirely on the freshmen, as THE
PUNDIT did, is not the way to go
about things. That’s just snobbery.
College is a place for study, a place
for sports, and a place for fun. This
isn’t a college run by nuns with
rulers.

Speaking from the
perspective of a junior, I like the
freshmen class a lot. They are very
easy to get along with. I'have noticed
no difference between how they
behave and how my class behaved
when we were freshmen.

My freshman year was a
breeze with nothing but introductory
and general education classes. I
had a good 10 hours to kill eve
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day. I was so bored one day that
I spread fliers of “Homer Simpson
Appreciation Week™ in response to
the “Gay Appreciation Week” fliers.
If THE PUNDIT doesn’t want an
atmosphere where people have fun
(albeit with a bit of immaturity) then
I suggest transferring to a military
academy.

A lot of these freshmen
lived really isolated lives in small
towns and are just coming to grips
with freedom. It takes a few years to
get used to it, but that’s what college
is for. I’ve noticed the higher grade
someone is, the more they care about
their schoolwork because the harder
the classes get. They also realize
they have to get a job after college
ends.

The only specific thing
that THE PUNDIT said the school
should do, as he put it in bold letters,
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“The French and English fear the Devil
The Devil fears the Spaniard”

“alcoholic consumption needs to
be strictly enforced.” I think the
RAs do a good job enforcing it. The
only people I have seen caught with
alcohol are those dumb enough to
make loud noise as their breaking
the law or those rare occasions
where someone told the RA. The
school isn’t going to catch those that
drink quietly because they’d have to
infringe on our rights and their not
communists.

Even if the school put
into practice THE PUNDIT’s other
suggestion of having alcohol be
“allowed on campus and strictly
enforced,” will not make fewer
“people come to class drunk or hung-
over’ or lower “the after effects of
their imbibing around our dorms.”
Nobody who drinks on campus now
is going to stop if they legalize it,
because most are underage. Instead

to regulate it, RAs are going to have
to go to every room that has alcohol
and card people—is that really going
to make anyone’s lives easier? Not
everyone on campus that drinks is 24
and married.

THE PUNDIT did cdo
something correct, s/he removed
his name from the last issue of
Hermes. Maybe s/he anticipated the
backlash—I know who the author is
and as much as I want to, I’'m not
going to say it, because I fear for his
safety. Having 1/3 of the class hate
you for blaming them incorrectly is
not the best way to make friends in
college. To use a politically correct
expression of today, THE PUNDIT
should learn to be tolerant of
others. Written by: Bernardo Cueto

beueto@dana.edu
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