
A R C H I V E J O T T I N G S J o h n W . N i e l s e n

H O W I S T H E A R C H I V E F U N D E D ?

Dana Col lege prov ides space and ut i l i t ies for the Danish Immigrant
A r c h i v e a n d a s s i g n s o n e - t e n t h o f t h e a s s i s t a n t l i b r a r y d i r e c t o r ' s
t ime to the A rch i ve . Norma l l y t he re i s a l so as tuden t under the
w o r k - s t u d y p r o g r a m w h o s p e n d s f o u r h o u r s a w e e k i n t h e A r c h i v e
u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f S h a r o n J e n s e n , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r . O t h e r
t h a n t h i s , t h e C o l l e g e b u d g e t s n o f u n d s f o r t h e A r c h i v e , a n d n o n e
o f t h e o t h e r a r c h i v e w o r k e r s a r e p a i d .

Archive activities, therefore, are dependent upon bequests and
special gifts. Because this is the case, these bi-monthly reports
c a n o n l y b e s e n t t o t h o s e c o n t r i b u t i n g i t e m s t o t h e A r c h i v e a n d t o
t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l s p r o v i d i n g fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . S u c h g i f t s s h o u l d b e
sent to the Danish Immigrant Archive %The Library, Dana Col lege,
B l a i r , N e b r a s k a 6 8 0 0 8 .

W H AT I S T H E P U R P O S E O F A N A R C H I V E ?

An archive is avast repository of diverse items that collectively
convey an i ns igh t i n to peop le and i ns t i t u t i ons . I n ou r case , t he
Danish immigrants and their descendants are the people and Dana
Col lege, Tr in i ty Seminary and the Uni ted Evangel ica l Lutheran Church
founded by them, a re the p r imary i ns t i t u t i ons .W i th them, as w i th
all peoples and institutions, perceptions, preconceptions, judgments
a n d s t e r e o t y p e s a b o u n d - s o m e w e l l - f o u n d e d , o t h e r s t h e r e s u l t o f
cher ished sent iments o r deep-seated susp ic ion . Such is the inev i tab le
course of history. But responsible history always seeks to be open to
re -examina t i on , and he re a rch i va l ma te r i a l s p lay an i nva luab le ro le .
Each item that you contribute or withhold substantiates an already
cur ren t i n te rp re ta t i on , expands upon i t , o r i n some ra re cases , rad i¬
cally changes it. That is why every item you now have but give to
t h e A r c h i v e i s i m p o r t a n t .

I

W H AT M AT E R I A L S A R E C O L L E C T E D ?

T h e r e i s v i r t u a l l y n o l i m i t t o t h e w r i t t e n / p r i n t e d m a t t e r t h a t
archive collects. Among the more obvious items are books, periodicals,
n e w s p a p e r s , l e t t e r s , d i a r i e s , j o u r n a l s , c e r t i fi c a t e s , d o c u m e n t s a n d
p h o t o g r a p h s ( i f p o s s i b l e , w i t h i d e n t i fi c a t i o n s a n d d a t e ) . L e s s o b v i ¬
ous bu t ex t reme ly va luab le a re c l i pp ings , ob i tua r ies , pe rsona l and
b u s i n e s s fi n a n c i a l r e c o r d s , c h u r c h b u l l e t i n s a n d l e t t e r s , c h u r c h a n d
community programs, grocery l ists, l ists of gifts (given and received),
contracts, wills, mortgages, passports, check stubs, genealogies, fam¬
ily histories ,personal reminiscences, church, icommunity and business
anniversary book le ts , and a lmost anyth ing e lse .

THE NEXT REPORT WILL CARRY AN INTRODUCTION OF THE REGULAR ARCHIVE
V O L U N T E E R S .
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D o r o t h y W i l l i s , L i b r a r y D i r e c t o r
S h a r o n J e n s e n , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r

J o h n W . N i e l s e n

T o :

F r o m :

P r e p a r e d :

4 6 5 h o u r s b y 1 4 v o l u n t e e r s f r o m B l a i r a n d O m a h a , N e b r a s k a .
7 v i s i t o r s f r o m I l l i n o i s , N e b r a s k a , D e n m a r k a n d S w i t z e r l a n d .

4 a r c h i v e u s e r s f r o m C a l i f o r n i a , M i n n e s o t a a n d S o u t h D a k o t a .

V O L U N T E E R S :
V I S I T O R S :
U S E R S :

A C Q U I S I T I O N S :

Niels Ebbesen by H.F. Ewald and asix volume set of Vaerker _i
M lndendgave by Herman Bang (P resen ted by B randon K rogh , Du lu th ,
M i n n e s o t a ) .
I n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e A s h l a n d F o l k H i g h S c h o o l , A s h l a n d , M i c h i g a n
(Presented by Joe l E . Rando lph , Vic to r ia , M innesota) .
D a n s h e r n e p a a P r a e r i e n b y K a r s t e n K j e r M i c h a e l s e n ( P r e s e n t e d b y
N e b r a s k a S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , L i n c o l n , N e b r a s k a ) .
" T h e G a t h e r i n g " - a r e u n i o n o f f r i e n d s a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e f o r m e r
U E L C ( P r e s e n t e d b y D a g m a r G o l l , B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ) .
UELC Year Books (1948-1949, 1954-1955, 1957-1960) , UELC Conven¬
t i o n R e p o r t e r s ( J u n e 2 3 , 2 4 , 1 9 4 9 a n d J u n e 2 0 - 2 2 , 1 9 5 6 ) , c o n v e n ¬
t i o n b a l l o t # 4 , o t h e r c o n v e n t i o n m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d i n g b a d g e s ,
h y m n s , p r o g r a m s e t c
N o r m a n C . B a n s e n , D a n s k N y t a a r ( 1 9 5 9 ) , D a n a C o l l e g e B u l l e t i n s
(1946-47, 1947-48, 1949,1950), Hermes (miscel laneous copies,
1 9 4 6 - 1 9 5 0 , a l s o N o v e m b e r 11 , 1 9 4 0 ) , S o w e r ( 1 9 4 9 , 1 9 5 0 ) L i l a c
Time programs at Dana (1947, 1948, 1949), 9Dana Choir concert
p rog rams , 4Dana d rama c lub p layb i l l s . Facu l t y Fo l l i es p rog ram
( 1 9 4 7 ) , F o o l i s h M e n ' s S h o w e r i n v i t a t i o n , 1 3 m i s c e l l a n e o u s D a n a
C o l l e g e p r o g r a m s ( 1 9 4 6 - 1 9 4 8 ) , o t h e r D a n a i t e m s , " H i n t s t o C o l l e g e
Freshmen" by C.X. Hansen, "Stop! Have You Ever Heard the Blair,
S t o r y ? " A m e r i c a n C h u r c h H i s t o r y c l a s s n o t e s t a u g h t b y P a u l N y h o l m ,
" I n t o C o l l e g e W i n d o w s " b y A l v i n R o g n e s s , P i l o t T r i b u n e E x t r a :
J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 4 9 D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h C o n v e n t i o n e d i t i o n , c l i p p i n g :
" B e t h a n y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h C e l e b r a t e s 5 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y t h i s w e e k "
( O r d , N e b r a s k a ) , E l k H o r n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h d i a m o n d j u b i l e e p r o ¬
g r a m ( 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 5 0 ) , L a k e O k a b o j i B i b l e C a m p a n n i v e r s a r y b u l l e t i n ,
N e b r a s k a D i s t r i c t o f t h e U E L C a n n u a l r e p o r t ( 1 9 4 7 - 1 9 4 8 ) , l e t t e r
(Apr i l 3, 1950 (Presented by Ada Jeppesen, Pomona, Cal i forn ia) .
3 p h o t o g r a p h s o f r e c e p t i o n a t t h e w e d d i n g o f P a u l J e p p e s e n a n d
A d a S t o k e s , S e p t e m b e r 1 , 1 9 5 4 a t O r d , N e b r a s k a , c l i p p i n g o f
E m i l i e L a u r s e n , O r d , N e b r a s k a , a s D a n a h o m e c o m i n g q u e e n ( 1 9 5 5 ) ,
T r i b u t e t o F r e d e r i k J e n s e n o f O r d w h o w a s k i l l e d i n a c t i o n i n
N o r m a n d y, J u l y 11 , 1 9 4 4 , w r i t t e n b y M o r r i s H . L a a t s c h , C o m m a n d ¬
i n g O f fi c e r ( P r e s e n t e d f o r A d a J e p p e s e n b y J o y W e r t , N o r t h L o u p ,
N e b r a s k a ) .
1 9 f o l d e r s o f C . B . L a r s e n ' s l e c t u r e n o t e s , m a n u s c r i p t o f C . B . ' s
b o o k : R e l i g i o n a n d R e l a t i o n s ( P r e s e n t e d b y P h i l i p a n d F l o r e n c e
L a r s e n , B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ) .
D a n a C o l l e g e B o a r d M i n u t e s ( 1 9 5 8 , 1 9 5 9 , 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 6 1 ) 2 n o t e b o o k s
f rom 1958 on the merger o f ALC, ELC, and UELC in 1960 (Presen ted
b v t h e . . P r e s i d e n t ' s O f fi c e , D a n a C o l l e g e , B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ) ,

( m o r e )
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D a n s k e K i r k e r , v o l . 4 ( P r e s e n t e d b y A r l e n e N i e l s e n , V a l l e y
S p r i n g s , C a l i f o r n i a ) .

1 0 . F r o m D a n a v i e w b o S t a n d a r d ( P r e s e n t e d b y S h i r l e y D a h l W i l l i a m s ,
B e n d , O r e g o n ) .

11. Letter from Margaret and Evald Br^nnum of Denmark with transla-
D a n e s o n

c o p y

9 .

t i o n , o b i t u a r y o f R u t h R a s m u s s e n N e l s o n , 2 f o l d e r s :
t h e P r a i r i e " a n d " R u n d t u r p a a m u s e u m s c e n t e r H o l l u f g a a r d ,
o f 1 9 2 7 m u s i c e d i t i o n o f H y m n a l f o r C h u r c h a n d H o m e , c l i p p i n g s :

1 " ( A l b e r t L e a T r i b u n e ) a n d " M e t a l
( D a n i s h i m m i g r a n t b l a c k s m i t h ) ( P r e -

Many Danes, Some Norwegians
T r e e C h e e r s U p t h e S e a s o n " i
s e n t e d b y N i n n a E n g s k o w, B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ) .

1 2 . S t i e r n e n ( N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 7 ) , c l i p p i n g s : " T h o m a s S o r e n s e n ' s D e a t h "
and "Dana 's S ights and Sounds," 4ob i tuar ies : Mar ie Olsen Jor¬
gensen, Dorothy Petersen Siert, Francis Hovendick and Thomas C.
Sorensen (Presednted by Sara Hansen-Walter, Bla i r, Nebraska).

1 3 . C h r i s t m a s c a r d w i t h p i c t u r e o f t h e i n t e r i o r o f S t . P a u l ' s
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , N e o l a , I o w a ( P r e s e n t e d b y H e r b e r t a n d A l v i n a
H j o r t s v a n g , C o u n c i l B l u f f s , I o w a ) .

14. Copies of programs for Northfield Area Danish Days (1990-1997),
copy of "Singing the Faith," Luther Seminary program, October 30,
1 9 9 4 i n w h i c h S t . P e t e r ' s c h o i r a n d J u b i l e e B e l l s p a r t i c i p a t e d
(Presented by Gera ld ine Jasan, Nor thfie ld , M innesota) .

15. Clipping on Brian Barratt's play (Presented by Bee Krantz, Blair,
N e b r a s k a ) .

15 . Copy o f a ta lk she gave on her ch i ldhood and sp i r i tua l g rowth,
2 let ters f rom her brother, Raymond Andersen (May, August 1944) ,
who was ki l led in act ion during autumn 1944 (Presented by Chris¬
t i n e L a r s o n , N o r t h fi e l d , M i n n e s o t a ) .

17 . Copy o f Ka ron Hansen ' s "Remin i scences
graph of seminarians sometime between 1910 and. 1920 (Presented
b y C l i f f o r d a n d C l a r a L o f t , B l a i r, N e b r a s k a ) .

1 8 . A r t i c l e w i t h p i c t u r e s : " I S u r v i v e d a H u r r i c a n e a t S e a " b y R o n a l d
Jensen about the John M. Jensen family (Reminisce, October 1997),
Chr is tmas card wi th p ic ture of Ingfr id and Paul Nyholm (1959) '
(Presented by Eunice and Ried Neve, Omaha, Nebraska).

19. Copy of Danish Emigrat ion to the U.S.A. by Birgi t Fleming Larsen
and Henn ing Bende r (P resen ted by Susan Neve He t t i nge r, Wes t¬
m i n s t e r , C o l o r a d o ) .

2 0 . L e t t e r s f r o m D e b o r a h N e l s o n B i o r n , G e r a l d i n e J a s a n , I n g a L a r s e n ,
Margaret Jacobsen, Herbert Jeppesen, Li l Sorensen, Eleanor Schou,
D e b S c h o u , f o l d e r o f D a n i s h s o n g s f r o m t h e m o r g e n k a f f e a t J o h n
M a r k a n d D a w n N i e l s e n ' s 2 5 t h w e d d i n g c e l e b r a t i o n ( P r e s e n t e d b y
J o h n W . N i e l s e n , B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ) .

2 1 . P i c t u r e o f H a n s C h r i s t i a n A n d e r s e n H i g h S c h o o l , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a ,
c l ipping on Ernie and Hazel Andersen's 60th wedding anniversary
(Presented by Lue l la K. N ie lsen, B la i r, Nebraska) .

22 . C l ipp ing : "Ob i tua r ies Are Used As Cu l tu ra l H is to ry,
t o R e v. P. P. T h i s t e d ( 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 1 4 ) - c o p i e s o f ( P r e s e n t e d b y R u t h
H e r m a n N i e l s e n , O m a h a , N e b r a s k a o n b e h a l f o f P a u l T h i s t e d )

2 3 . 5 6 n o t e b o o k s o f p e r s o n a l / f a m i l y fi n a n c e s f o r t h e y e a r s 1 9 3 5 - 1 9 9 0 ,
b o x o f g r a d u a t e p a p e r s , b o x o f v a r i o u s m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d i n g 1 3 3
l e t t e r s f r o m h i s p a r e n t s ( 1 9 3 0 - 1 9 5 3 ) , c l i p p i n g s o n h i s f a t h e r ' s
d e a t h , 6 l e t t e r s t o h i s m o t h e r , 6 c e r t i fi c a t e s o f m a r r i a g e , b i r t h ,
d e a t h , 2 s e r m o n s , 11 t r i b u t e s a n d l e t t e r s t o f r i e n d s a n d f a m i l y

» »

( M a r c h 11 , 1 9 5 9 ) , p h o t o -

5 7 l e t t e r s
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c l i p p i n g s o f S i g u r d P e t e r s e n , S i g u r d P e t e r s e n ' s " M y
R e t a r d e d C h i l d r e n : P a r t o f H u m a n i t y " b y S i g u r d

1 0 f o l d e r s o f

m e m b e r s ,
E a r l y Y e a r s ,
P e t e r s e n , 1 9 b o o k r e v i e w s b y A l v i n P e t e r s e n ,
m a t e r i a l s r e l a t e d t o c h u r c h e s h e s u p p l i e d ,
h e r i t e d C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s " b y A l v i n P e t e r s e n ,

F a m i l y T r e e a n d I n -
" M y P e r s o n a l J o u r n a l

of the Eight Week Project with MSMers in Chicago" by Edel Peter-
ABr ie f H is to ry o f Lu the ran Campus M in i s t r y a t t he Un ive r -

by Alvin Petersen, Symbols (poems by
s e n ,

s i t y o f N e b r a s k a 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 7 5
E d e l P e t e r s e n , L i n c o l n , N e b r a s k a ' s Y W C A r e c o g n i t i o n o f E d e l
Petersen (Presented by Alvin and Edel Petersen, Lincoln, Nebraska).

24. Copy of Torkel Peterson family picture, account of Christian Nels
Pe te r son ' s l i f e , To r ke l Pe te r son f am i l y h i s t o r y w i t h emphas i s on
C h r i s a n d B e r t h a P e t e r s o n ' s f a m i l y , o b i t u a r i e s o f To r k e l P e t e r s o n
(1937) and Abelone Jorgensen Peterson (1936), copy of Andreasen
family's immigration information and an account of the voyage by
Harold Sorensen (Presented by Burton and Helen Peterson, North-
fi e l d , M i n n e s o t a ) .

25. Photographs of Erland Nelson, P.S. Vig, J.P. ^
(Presented by Dana College Public Relations Office,

J e n s e n a n d C . X .
B l a i r ,H a n s e n

N e b r a s k a ) .
. T h e C a l l " - O u r S a v i o r ' s , C o u n c i l B l u f f s , 1 9 4 9 , 4 8 l e t t e r s f r o m

1928-1961 and fragments of other letters, envelope of clippings
from Denmark, letters from Ninna Engskow and Mari lyn Siersbeck
Erling, "Una Sancta" -St. Mary's, _ ! .
birthday poems (Presented by Dorothy Siersbeck, Indianapolis,
I n d i a n a ) .

.Description and translation of Johan Andersen's work record and
parish registration papers (1829 ff.) (Presented by Donald and
E l e a n o r S c h o u , A l b e r t L e a , M i n n e s o t a ) .

28 . P i c tu re o f C .M. V idebeck p resen t i ng po r t ra i t s o f Dana 's pa t r i¬
archs to C.C. Madsen, c l ipping of A.M. Andersen's 64th wedding
anniversary, letter to Lloyd and Muriel Neve (Presented by Joan
A n d e r s e n S o r e n s e n , A n k e n y, I o w a ) .

2 9 . A l e t t e r ( 1 9 5 6 ) a n d a c a r d ( 1 9 5 3 ) f r o m J . M . T.
Lyle Jensen, Hutchinson, Minnesota (Presented by Marion Svepd-
s e n . C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ) .

.Copy of Mid-West Contractor (1963) featuring Simon Korshoj,
ket o f 13 le t ters to and f rom C.C. Madsen, packet o f 67 le t ters
to, about and from Carston Friis Jespersen, packet of 10 letters
to, from and about Niels Erik Korshoj, packet of 48 letters about
Jensine Korshoj's death (Presented by Harold and Dorothy Wright,
B l a i r , N e b r a s k a ) .

. C h r i s t m a s l e t t e r w i t h f a m i l y i n f o r m a t i o n ( P r e s e n t e d b y J o a n
A l l g o r , C i t r u s H e i g h t s , C a l i f o r n i a ) .

32 . Pub l i c i t y i s B rocco l i by Cons tance Hope , con ta in ing chap te r on
L a u r i t z M e l c h o i r ( P r e s e n t e d , b y J o h a n n e s L a u r s e n , F o r t M y e r s ,
F l o r i d a ) .

33. Copies of family pictures, 2articles: "Det farlige barn" and
"Ander ledes ins t ruk t jzJ r " (Po l i t i ken, September 29, 1997) w i th
t rans la t ions o f the above ar t ic les by Ninna Engskow (Presented
by Norman Brondum, Pender, Nebraska).

2 6

K e n o s h a , W i s c o n s i n , 8 0 t h

2 7

W i n t h e r t o M r s .
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