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The Dream Becomes a Reality 

  

The first panels of the Danish American 
Commemorative Wall are on display!   

What began with the question: “Do you 
have any naming opportunities?” has 
become a reality thanks to the collaborative 
efforts of many.  We trusted Plum Design 
in Kansas City as our graphic artist because 
they created our newest website, brochure 
and logo.  We knew Renze Display 
Company in Omaha could manufacture any 
type of display because they had produced 
the panels for our Danish Children 
Growing Up American exhibit.  The results 
were even better than we envisioned.  

The modular layout allows for adding 
panels while remaining an eye-catching 
exhibit.  Ultimately, there will be a limited 
number of panels.  Now, however, all three sizes are still available for sponsorship.   Sponsors help support the 
DAAL while creating an educational exhibit that will last.  The different levels are $5,000 for a 12” x 12” panel 
with one or two photos, $2,500 for a 12” x 5.5” panel with one photo, and $1,000 for a 5.5” x 5.5” panel of text.  
Any size can include a business logo.  

Some organizations have become sponsors without having any idea of what to put on the panel. We are always 
willing to offer ideas and write a first draft.   The hope is to find a topic that is appropriate for the sponsoring 
organization.   For example, Pounds Printing has a panel about the Dana College newspaper, and the Washington 
County Community Foundation has one explaining how the generosity of Blair businessmen convinced one group 
of Danish Lutherans to build their school in this Nebraska town.   

Since each panel is designed individually, we don’t 
provide a template.  We start with the ideal text and 
then see how it fits.  Sometimes it is edited down or 
expanded, and at other times it is perfect right from the 
start.   

Often groups of people get together to sponsor a panel.  
We do have binders showing examples of finished 
panels that can be checked out and used to share the 
ideas with family members or organizations.  We can 
also send examples by email.   

Visitors are enjoying the exhibit and sponsors are 
stopping by to see the finished product.  The Danish 
American Archive and Library is fortunate that so 
many of our supporters have embraced the opportunity 
to create this dramatic exhibit.   

Renze Display Company received the second batch of 
completed designs at the end of August.  The next 
batch will be submitted on November 30th.  ■ 

JOTTINGS 

Jean Jaspersen-Naegle and Rudi Naegle visit from Germany and view 
the panel they helped support honoring her cousin Kathie Jaspersen 

Munderloh, the family genealogist.  

The initial design of the Danish American Commemorative Wall.  
It will continue to grow.  
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From the dana room 

Jill Hennick, Executive Director 
1738 Washington Street, Blair, Nebraska   68008 

Telephone: (402) 426-7910 
 E-mail: info@danishamericanarchive.com 

Hours: 8 am-3 pm, Monday-Friday 

A Century Later. . . 

By Linda Koefoed 

One hundred years ago Esther Marie Bonnesen celebrated one of the most important days of her life.  On June 2, 1922, 
she was the first student to graduate from the College Department of Dana College with a Bachelor of Science degree, 
having majored in the Biological Sciences.  She was the only one of the twenty graduates (nine women and eleven men) 
enrolled in the school’s College department.  Her classmates were in Seminary, Pre-Seminary, Academic, Music or 
Expression (Public Speaking) programs.   
 
Esther Bonnesen, a resident of Kimballton, Iowa, had left Dana earlier in 1919 with a teaching degree from the college’s 
Normal or Academic program.  After teaching for two years at the High School in Elk Horn, Iowa, she returned to Dana 

to complete her Bachelor’s degree.  Upon graduation she accepted 
the position of Superintendent of Public Schools in Kimballton.  
Before leaving Dana she authored the Last Will and Testament for 
her class that appears in the 1922 special issue of the college 
newspaper, Hermes:  “First, to the students of Dana College, we do 
hereby bequeath our intelligence, wit, and our sagacity with the 
proviso that the juniors of said college, being in the greatest need of 
said qualities, receive the greatest share.  With the juniors thus 
endowed, we hope that they will abolish all cramming; take more 
exercise (mental); and appreciate the present position held by the 
seniors.” 

 
During the 1922 Commencement Program, Esther also presented an oration entitled “The College Woman in Her Home 
Town” which asked the question: “Does she owe her home town anything?”  She answered:  “The very first reason, 
which holds true along all walks of life, is that the more training a person has the greater will be the responsibility.  Her 
course of study has been carefully chosen with a view to developing her abilities to the fullest extent and now it is for 
her to co-ordinate this development with life.”  She continued: “In this twentieth century, we cannot isolate this process 
of education as something distinct from life.  Life is to be lived, not contemplated.”  In closing, she had one plea of the 
institution that she was leaving:  “Dana, if I had one petition 
to make, one entreaty to request for you, it would not be 
that your buildings increase in size and number, not that 
you become a leader in science, art or philosophy, not that 
millions be placed at your disposal; but that unto you be 
given to promote and educate the young men and women 
who come to you; to instruct them in true leadership, to fit 
them for the highest and noblest work in life, so that people 
of the earth might lift up their hands to you and blessing 
you, thank God for your existence.”   
 
Esther used the motto “It is better to wear out than rust out” 
in her graduation announcement.   It was a belief that 
compelled her to acquire more and more education.  She 
received her Master’s degree from Creighton University in 
1927, and later commented, “It had just been two or three 
years since they let women into the university, so we were 
really few in numbers.”   
 

 (continued on page 4) 

Esther Bonnesen from the  
1922 Dana Hermes, A Messenger from Dana College  

Dana College graduating class of 1922 
Esther is in the second row, fourth from the left  
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Director’s Report 

By Jill Hennick, Executive Director 

I began volunteering at the Danish American Archive and Library in the 1990s. In 2008 I became the first part-
time employee, and presently I am working as the full-time executive director.  During those years, I have had 
the privilege of interacting with hundreds of Archive volunteers.  Over time, the team members have changed, 
and the emphasis of our activities has varied based on the talents and interests of the current group.  We now 
find ourselves at the beginning of another transformation.   

In July we lost two of our long-time volunteers who were involved in the success of the Archive.  Sandra 
Wigdahl began volunteering in 2006 and Arvin Hernes began in 2010.    

Sandra was one of our most active and loyal volunteers.  Along with Tim Jensen and John W. Nielsen, she was 
part of the founding board of our non-profit corporation.  She and Tim did all the ground work with the bank, 
lawyer and landlord to set the Archive up as a viable institution after Dana College closed.  She jumped in to 
get things done whether she liked it or not.  If she didn’t like it, she’d let you know, but it wouldn’t stop her 
from getting the job done. 

Some of the many things that wouldn’t have happened 
without her initiative include 

 Renting, then purchasing, our building on the 
main street of Blair, Nebraska 

 Keeping our collaborative efforts with the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha and other 
institutions active 

 Finding venues for our traveling exhibit Danish 
Children Growing Up American over a 6-year 
period 

 Promoting the Archive in the local and The 
Danish Pioneer newspapers 

 Working with professionals to keep our website 
and brochures up-to-date 

 Writing grants to the Washington County 
Community Foundation 

 Designing and helping to write any materials that 
were viewed by or mailed to the public 

 Editing and writing for the Jottings newsletter, 
making it the stylish publication it is today 

Sandra was a member of our Board and its Executive Committee.  She was involved in decision making, day-
to-day operations, marketing, publicity and events.  She was a natural storyteller, a fact which enlivened our 
events and coffee breaks.   She liked to say, “I left a high-stress, high-pay job for a high-stress, no-pay job.”   
But she would also be the first to admit that the sense of accomplishment was worth the effort.  By setting the 
bar high for herself, she encouraged those around her to do their best. She was professional and direct, yet 
welcoming to visitors.  She always showed her appreciation to individuals and businesses that benefited the 
Archive.  She was a tireless advocate for the DAAL and a source of energy and commitment that will be 
sorely missed. 

Former Dana College President Dr. Myrv Christopherson described Arvin Hernes in this way: “He was a rare 
person, gifted but humble, loving and serving without expectation of reward or reciprocation.  I will miss his 
quiet smile and perspective.”  (continued on next page…) 

Sandra Wigdahl (1942-2022) 



4 

 

Many fellow volunteers remember him fondly as the considerate host of our coffee breaks.  He always made 
sure no one had an empty coffee cup.   

Arvin had a unique sense of humor and everyone remembers some of their favorite Arvin jokes and sayings, 
such as, “Nowadays you can do a lot to convince people that 
you’re younger than your actual age, but you can’t fool a good 
set of stairs.” Or “When the cat’s away, the mice will dance on 
the table”.  He also had loads of trivia and you never knew what 
he would share next, be it the way the weather service measures 
snowfall or how Norwegian pronunciation differs from Danish.   

He was our in-house translator and worked methodically on our 
computerized finding aids.  Until two weeks prior to his death he 
was still adding more details into an index of Dana College 
students, faculty and staff, including the years they were at the 
school and where to find more information about them.  This 
interesting project awaits the right volunteer to take over where 
he left off.   

Although they were quite different, Sandra and Arvin still had a 
lot in common.  They were both Norwegians working at a 
Danish institution and, as such, they stuck together.  One year the 
two of them forced all of the Danes to celebrate Norwegian 
Independence Day at the coffee table by sneaking in a cake and 
napkins decorated with the Norwegian flag.  Their service to 
Danish America will be honored on the Danish American 
Commemorative Wall.   

We are fortunate that our current volunteers are also competent, 
dedicated and dependable.  We benefit from new volunteers who have joined our team with their own unique 
skill sets.  The focus of our activities will continue to evolve.  We know we’ve found the right people for the 
right jobs when they enjoy the work they are doing. 

I am so grateful to all of the volunteers past and present who have made the Archive such a success.  Thank 
you for a job well done. ■ 

Director’s Report (continued from page 3) 

Arvin Hernes (1933-2022) 

More study would follow over the years at the University of Colorado, the University of 
Nebraska and the Illinois Institute of Technology thanks to scholarships from the Science 
Foundation. 

In 1928 Esther Bonnesen married Donald Burns, a machinist who worked in Blair and 
Omaha, Nebraska; he also farmed near Neola, Iowa.  During World War II Esther went 
to work as a welder at Kelly Ryan Equipment Company in Blair.  After the war she 
continued teaching until her retirement in 1971 as Principal of St. Joseph’s School in 
Neola.  She had served as a teacher-administrator for thirty-eight years and also raised 
five children of her own.   

Esther Bonnesen Burns was again honored during the June 1972 Commencement 
ceremony at Dana College, receiving a Golden Anniversary Award from Dana President, 
Dr. E. R. Mezoff, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of her graduation from Dana, 
and in recognition of the unique position she held as the first degree-graduate of the 
College.  In closing, she said of her experience at Dana: “I credit Dana with whatever 
success I may have had in the teaching profession and my general outlook on life. . . 
Dana gives the best teacher training possible and they care about you as a future teacher 
and about the profession itself. . . this cannot be said of all schools.”■ 

From the dana room (continued from page 2) 

Esther Bonnesen Burns, 1972 



5 

 

The Norwegian Connection  

By Michael Hennick, Collections 

This summer the Danish American Archive and Library lost two of its long-time volunteers, 
Sandra Wigdahl and Arvin Hernes.  What distinguishes these two, aside from the quality of 
their work, is that they were both Norwegian Americans.  Danes and Norwegians have had a 
long relationship on both sides of the Atlantic, and this is also evident in the collections of the 
DAAL. 

From 1397 until 1814 Denmark and Norway were united under the Danish monarchy; and 
though the Norwegians were the junior partners in the Kingdom, both peoples moved through 
history in the same cultural and linguistic directions.  After Napoleon was defeated, his ally 
Denmark was punished by the great powers of Europe with the loss 
of Norway, which was transferred, against the will of the 
Norwegians, to the Swedish monarchy.  Norway would not be 
completely independent until 1905. 

During the great century of European immigration to America (1825-

1924) the Norwegians always outnumbered the Danes.  Often the 
more isolated Danes gravitated toward their Norwegian cousins 
when choosing where to live, what to read and where to worship.  
When the immigrants began publishing their own materials in 
America the Danes and Norwegians were able to use each other’s 
books and periodicals because of the closeness of their languages, 
close enough to be referred to as Dano-Norwegian.  They also were 
able to worship and form religious congregations together for the 

same reason.  The late Professor Arvin Hernes was the in-house translator at the DAAL because 
he knew Norwegian.   

If we look at the book and periodical collection of the DAAL we find that the language 
breakdown is roughly 60% Danish, 33% English and 7% Norwegian.   The nearly 1000 
Norwegian items are located primarily in the religion, literature, and periodical sections.   

The religious material is overwhelmingly Lutheran, which is not surprising given the 
background of the Danes and Norwegians in Europe.  It includes Bible commentaries, theology, 
devotional books, sermons, mission reports, and a large number of hymnals.   Much of this was 
put out by the Norwegian Lutheran churches in America.  

The literature section holds a host of novels that vary from American short stories to the greats 
of Norwegian literature.  Danes were able to easily pick up and read these works because they 

were all printed in the Dano-Norwegian of the 19th century.  Indeed, 
some of the older dictionaries at the DAAL bear that designation.  In 
our own time the languages are no longer quite so close, since the 
Norwegians have instituted various changes in spelling and 
pronunciation.    

Finally, in the periodicals are Norwegian publications that tend to be 
either almanacs or religious materials put out for either adults or 
children; most of these were written and printed in the United States.  

The Danish American Archive and Library continues to receive a lot 
of book donations, and inevitably some of them will be Norwegian 
works that were used by Danish families for worship, recreation or to 
stay connected to a wider world.  We welcome these items as we 
mourn the passing of Sandra and Arvin, our favorite Norwegian 
Americans ■ 

In The Stacks 

Vogts Bibelhistorie med 
Billeder (Vogt’s Bible Stories 
with Pictures) was published 
in 1888 by the Synod for the 

Norwegian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America  

Skandinaven  Almanak og 
Kalender  was an annual 
published in Chicago by 
the Norwegian American 
publisher John Anderson.  

Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson of 
Norway was very popular 
with both Norwegians and 
Danes in the 19th century; 
this is a two-volume col-
lection of his stories pub-

lished in Denmark in 
1911. 

P. Groth’s grammar from 
1894 was termed  

“Dano-Norwegian.”  
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Featured Danish American Commemorative Wall Panel  

Arlow W. Andersen published The Salt of the Earth:  A History of Norwegian-Danish 
Methodism in America in 1962.   

Methodism was well-established in the United States before the great age of 
European immigration in the nineteenth century.  Missions and conferences for 
Germans, Swedes, Norwegians and Danes were set up, with the Norwegian-Danish 
Conference coming into being in 1880.  Most of these Scandinavian congregations 
were located in the Midwest, especially Chicago.  The Norwegian-Danish Conference 
of the Methodist Church remained in existence until 1943 when it was absorbed into 

the larger Methodist Episcopal Church. ■ 

Old Book On The Shelf 

Reprinted from the November/December 1997 edition 

The late Dr. John W. Nielsen, founder of the DAAL, answers an important 
question. 

What Materials are Collected?  

There is virtually no limit to the written/printed matter that an archive 
collects.  Among the more obvious items are books, periodicals, 
newspapers, letters, diaries, journals, certificates, documents and 
photographs (if possible, with identifications and date).  Less obvious but 
extremely valuable are clippings, obituaries, personal and business 
financial records, church bulletins and letters, church and community 
programs, grocery lists, lists of gifts (given and received), contracts, wills, 
mortgages, passports, check stubs, genealogies, family histories, personal 
reminiscences, church, community and business anniversary books, and 
almost anything else. ■ 

Jottings Flashback 

Dr. Nielsen working with translator Ninna 
Engskow in May of 1997  



7 

 

Memorials 
Fred Donaldson 
 Lois Donaldson (Vancouver, WA) 
Tom Frank 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Sharon Gordon 
 Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
James Hennick 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
 Arvin Hernes (Blair, NE) 
 Richard & Delores Jorgensen (Poy Sippi, WI) 
Alfred Lee Hernes 
 Hernes Family Fund of Fidelity Charitable by 
     Burnett & Cheryl Hernes 
Betty L. Hernes 
 Hernes Family Fund of Fidelity Charitable by 
    Burnett & Cheryl Hernes 
 Marty & Linda Koefoed (Missouri Valley, IA) 
Arvin R. Hernes 
 Marilyn & Greek Abariotes (Blair, NE) 
 Allan & Fran Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
 Bill & Betsy Anderson (Blair, NE) 
 Lori & Kevin Bayne (Omaha, NE) 
 Patricia Bentsen (Blair, NE) 
 Jeffrey & Dianne Broman (Lakeville, MN) 
 Ruth Broman (Edina, MN) 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
 Patrick & Mary Dahlhauser (Arlington, NE) 
 Christie Gehringer (Omaha, NE) 
 Marilyn Hawes (Fort Calhoun, NE) 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
 Arvin Hernes Family (Blair, NE) 
 Hernes Family Fund of Fidelity Charitable by 
    Burnett & Cheryl Hernes 
 Eric & Suzie Hernes (Sioux Falls, SD) 
 Jeffrey Hernes (Shoreview, MN) 
 Selmer & Janet Hernes (Forest City, IA) 
 Ralf & Inga Hoifeldt (Urbandale, IA) 
 Lorraine Jensen (Bloomington, MN) 
 Tim & Sharon Jensen (Omaha, NE) 
 Anita & Bob Johnson (Wichita, KS) 
 Julie Johnson (Columbus, OH) 
 Marjorie Johnson (Blair, NE) 
 Nicklas Johnson (San Mateo, CA) 
 Jim & Linda Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 
 Marty & Linda Koefoed (Missouri Valley, IA) 
 Joan Krogh (Blair, NE) 
 Carolyn Kundel (Roland, IA) 
 Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
 Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE) 
 Gary & Diane Madsen (Omaha, NE) 
 John Mark & Dawn Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
 Dorothy Olson (Blair, NE) 
 Glenn Pedersen (Omaha, NE) 
 Amanda Phillips (Omaha, NE) 

 Gary & Karen Riddle (Blair, NE) 
 Richard & Marlene Schlenker (Kennard, NE) 
 Bob & Judy Schmoll (Omaha, NE) 
 Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
 Larrie Stone (Ames, IA) 
 Diane & Cal Stoner (Kennard, NE) 
 Lynda & Randy Truhlsen (Blair, NE) 
 Woodmen of the World Life Ins Soc (Omaha,  
 NE) 
Earl, Dorthea and Kurt Jensen 
 Christie Jensen Gehringer (Omaha, NE) 
Dody Johnson 
 Julie Johnson (Columbus, OH) 
Abelone Nielsen Larsen 
 Sol Mockicin (Oaks, OK) 
Phil Larsen 
 Julie Johnson (Columbus, OH) 
Maryann Lund 
 Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
Norma Marking 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Nana Nielsen 
 Sol Mockicin (Oaks, OK) 
Donald Bondo Pedersen 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
 Ted Pedersen (Duluth, MN) 
Sandra Wigdahl 
 Marilyn & Greek Abariotes (Blair, NE) 
 Allan & Fran Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
 Bill & Betsy Anderson (Blair, NE) 
 Patricia Bentsen (Blair, NE) 
 Wallace & Mary Billington (St Paul, MN) 
 Kathy Card (Fargo, ND) 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
 Christie Gehringer (Omaha, NE) 
 Georgia & Robert Graves (Middleton, WI) 
 Virginia Graves (Fitchburg, WI) 
 Margaret Haugrud (Fargo, ND) 
 Marilyn Hawes (Fort Calhoun, NE) 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
 Ralf & Inga Hoifeldt (Urbandale, IA) 
 Lorraine Jensen (Bloomington, MN) 
 Tim & Sharon Jensen (Omaha, NE) 
 Julie Johnson (Columbus, OH) 
 Marty & Linda Koefoed (Missouri Valley, IA) 
 Margery Koster (Fargo, ND) 
 Joan Krogh (Blair, NE) 
 Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
 Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE) 
 Susan & Ron Lomsdal (Fargo, ND) 
 Gary & Diane Madsen (Omaha, NE) 
 John Mark & Dawn Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
 Palma & Larry Plume (Evergreen, CO) 
 Pounds Printing (Blair, NE) 
 Julie & Charlie Rohlfing (Blair, NE) 
 Amy Schindler (Omaha, NE) 
 Bob & Judy Schmoll (Omaha, NE) 
 Frank & Sandra Soltis (Rochester, MN) 

Archive Report  May-August 2022 

VOLUNTEERS:   937 hours by 33 volunteers from California, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wisconsin. . 
VISITORS:   92 visitors from California, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, Virginia, 

Washington D.C., Wisconsin, Denmark and Germany.  
USERS:   64 users from Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, 

Oregon, South Carolina, South Dakota, Washington, Wisconsin, Denmark, Germany and email.  

Materials: 
The Archive could not continue to 
document the history of Danish 
Americans without these wonderful 
materials including complete family 
collections, photos, books, periodicals, 
music and obituaries.  We appreciate 
financial donations to support the 
processing and storage of materials. 
Anonymous 
Olav Ballisager (Denmark) 
Thomas Bengtson (Rock Island, IL)  
Shirley Brenner (Madison, WI) 
Linda Brink (Lawson, MO) 
Chuck Caul (Blair, NE) 
James & Alice Dam (Hooper, NE) 
Richard Denne (Fort Worth, TX) 
Katie Flynn (Blair, NE) 
Eric George (Blair, NE) 
Berniece Grewcock (Omaha, NE) 
Fritz Hansen (Wichita, KS) 
Nathaniel Hong (Bainbridge Island, WA) 
Curt Hougen (Blair, NE) 
Karen Hoyle (St Paul, MN) 
David Iversen (Marshfield, WI) 
Jean Jaspersen-Naegle (Germany) 
Dan Jensen (Columbus, OH) 
H. Paul Johnson, Jr. (Salem, OR) 
Jim & Linda Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 
Richard & Delores Jorgensen (Poy Sippi, WI) 
Richard & Pat Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 
Karen LaCroix (Omaha, NE) 
Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
Nancy B. Larsen (Milwaukee, WI) 
Kris Lawson (Pittsburg, KS) 
Michael Lowe (Logan, IA) 
Julie Madsen (Omaha, NE) 
Museum of Danish America (Elk Horn, IA) 
Wyman Nelson (Blair, NE) 
Stanley Nielsen (Monona, WI) 
Liv Paulson Norderhaug (Chanhassen, MN) 
Bob O’Brien (Iowa) 
Richard & Leslie Palmer (Blair, NE) 
Michael Peck (Overland Park, KS) 
Skip Pedersen (Omaha, NE) 
Bill Petersen (Blair, NE) 
Matt Petersen (Johnston, IA) 
Shirley Petersen (Canyon, TX) 
Palma Plume (Evergreen, CO) 
David & Emily Rasmussen (Blair, NE) 
Eleanor Schou (Albert Lea, MN) 
Ethel Ward (Missouri Valley, IA) 

ACQUISITIONS FINANCIAL REPORT 

Memorials 
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Sandra Wigdahl (continued) 
 Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
 Steve Stodola (Blair, NE) 
 Lynda & Randy Truhlsen (Blair, NE) 
 LeRoy Wigdahl (Blair, NE) 
 Nathan Wigdahl (Omaha, NE) 
 Ron & Kathleen Wigdahl (Colorado Springs, CO) 

Honoraria 
Jill & Michael Hennick 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Sol Mockicin 
 Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
Oaks Indian Mission 
 Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
Our wedding 
 Ron & Vicki Vig (Holdrege, NE) 

Endowment Fund: 
Joyce Johnsen (Homer Glen, IL) in memory of  
 Maryann C. Lund and Carl C. Nelson 

General Fund: 
All donations are placed in the General Fund 
unless otherwise specified.  Those who give 
through the 50/100 Club are listed in each issue 
of Jottings. 
Allan & Fran Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
Pat Bentsen (Blair, NE) 
Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN) 
Ginny Blood (Burnsville, MN) 
Oscar & Lois Christensen (Omaha, NE) 
Danish American Heritage Society (Des Moines, IA) 
Scott & Shelly Grorud (Hutchinson, MN) 
Larry Hansen (Sunapee, NH) 
Stuart Hansen & Erica Eddy (Mount Pleasant, WI) 
Greg Hatt (Omaha, NE) 
Lynda Jeppesen (Oak Park, IL) 
Jean Kaldahl (Port Townsend, WA) 
Kris Lawson (Pittsburg, KS) 
Brian & Leeanna Lunn (Upsala, MN) 
Edgar Madsen (Princeton, NJ) 
The Wyman & Laurie Nelson Community Fund of the 

Washington County Community Foundation 
Roger & Marilyn Nichols (Tucson, AZ) 
David Nielsen (Winfield, KS) 
Ron & Kathie Nielsen (Mahtomedi, MN) 
Eric Petersen (Mission, KS) 
Bob & Darlene Rademacher (Lincoln, NE) 
Mark Schulze (Omaha, NE) 
SHARE Omaha (Omaha, NE) 
Larrie Stone (Ames, IA) 
Martha Stone (Providence, RI) 
Nancy Thompson (Urbandale, IA) 
Raymond Turpen (Papillion, NE) 
 

2022 Thrivent Choice/YourCause Gifts:  
Lee Barney (Oregon City, OR) 
Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Carol Haussermann (Blair, NE) 
Susan Hettinger (Westminster, CO) 
Linda Kastrup (Blair, NE) 
Debbie Katt (Blair, NE) 
Jeanette Larson (Pipestone, MN) 
Norman Madsen (Monroe, IA) 
Lowell Madsen (Fresno, CA) 
Leon & Alice Neve (Saint Paul, MN) 

Mark Olsen (Redondo Beach, CA) 
Julie Rohlfing (Blair, NE) 
James Ruden (Littleton, CO) 

 
50/100 Club: 
The name of the 50/100 Club was inspired by the idea 
that if 100 members gave $50 per month, most of our 
operating expenses would be met.  Members sustain 
DAAL by giving a minimum of $600 per year (given 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly according to the donor’s 
preference).  Those at the Founder’s Level give at 
least $2,000 per year.  An added benefit of being part 
of the 50/100 club is receiving one donation acknowl-
edgement for tax purposes in January reflecting a 
yearly total of all donations, rather than getting a 
separate acknowledgment for each financial contribu-
tion.  These donations are part of the General Fund. 

 
50/100 FOUNDER LEVEL 
   Phil* & Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
   John W.* & Elizabeth Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
 
50/100 GENERAL 
 Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN) 
 Mark & Erika* Bondo (Freehold, NJ) 
 Becky Bryant (Dubuque, IA) 
 Borge M. Christensen (Rochester, MN) 
 Myrv & Anne* Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
 Arlene & Neil Grover (Browerville, MN) 
 Fritz Hansen (Wichita, KS) 
 Roger Hanson (Roseville, MN) 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
 Geraldine Jasan (Northfield, MN) 
 Tim & Sharon Jensen (Omaha, NE) 
 Dody Johnson* (in our hearts) 
 Julianne Johnson & Judy Pollock* (Columbus, 

OH) 
 Chuck & Joyce Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 
 Gene* & Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE) 
 Barbara Meduna (Monument, CO) 
 Vordyn Nelson (Marshall, TX) 
 John Mark & Dawn Nielsen (Blair, NE) 

FINANCIAL REPORT cont’d...  Lisa Nielsen (Fairfield, PA) 
 Donald B. Pedersen* (Pea Ridge, AR) 
 Jay Planalp (Loveland, CO) 
 Palma & Larry Plume (Evergreen, CO) 
 Scott & Colleen Rasmussen (Omaha, NE) 
 Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
 Joan Sorensen (Richardson, TX) 
 John & Deb Schou Wood (Bloomington, MN) 
 Sandy Wunder (Eaton, CO) 

 
Legacy Builders: 
These donors have named DAAL in their estates  
(* indicates deceased).  If you are not on this list 
but should be, please contact Jill Hennick at 402-
426-7910. 

Erna Berthelsen 
Judy Brehm 
Myrv & Anne* Christopherson 
Bernhard* & Marilyn* Erling 
Kathryn (Olsen) & Milbern Goetz 
Lois Girtz Halley* 
Roger J. Hanson 
Michael & Jill Hennick 
Russell P.* & Esther A. Jensen 
Tim & Sharon Jensen  
Ada Jeppesen* 
Julianne Johnson & Judy Pollock* 
Oscar* & Dody* Johnson 
Paul & Liz Johnson 
Lorene Larsen 
Phil* & Florence Larsen  
Gene* & Nancy Lindblad  
Gary & Diane Madsen 
George Madsen* 
Ronald D. Johnson* & Bodil Strom Muller 
John W.* & Elizabeth Nielsen 
LeVern* & Marilyn* Nielsen 
W. Clayton Nielsen* 
Larry & Palma Plume 
Joan Sorensen 
Deb Schou Wood  ■  

Endowment Fund  

The endowment fund is an investment in the future of the Archive.  Some named funds have 
been established in memory of loved ones.  The balance in the endowment follows. Figures are 

rounded to the nearest $500 and are listed at historic cost. 

Ada Stokes Jeppesen Fund    $100,000 
Deloris Hansen Bengtson Fund       62,500 
Oscar & Dody Johnson Fund        13.000 
Bernhard & Marilyn Erling Fund       10,000 
John T. & Virginia (Lippincott) Beck Fund        7,500 
Rev. Aster & Ruth Neve Family Fund         7,500 
Dagmar Vasby Fund          7,000 
Martin & Else Andersen Fund          4,000 
Earl Jensen Family Fund          4,000 
Maryann & Jerry Lund Memorial Fund         2,500 
Rev. Sigurd D. & Dorothy M. Petersen Memorial Fund       2,000 
Subtotal of named funds with balances over $1,000    220,000 
General Endowment Fund         113,500 

 Total Endowment Funds       $333,500 
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Kringle Mingle: The Archive will serve coffee, kringle and other delicious treats at our open house on October, 1, 
2022, from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  This year, excess Dana College memorabilia will be available for purchase.  

Meeting of Members:  On Tuesday, October 4, 2022, at 10:00 AM we will hold our annual meeting of members.  
Voting members are those who have donated money, materials or volunteer time from January 1, 2021, to the meeting 
date.  The main event at the meeting is voting for board members.  Coffee and treats follow the meeting. 

Remodeling:  The last of our remodeling has been completed.  Our next newsletter will have before and after shots to 
show the improvements. 

Special Birthday wishes go out to Martha Rasmussen Staby who turned 105 on 
August 31st and to Agnete Temali who turned 100 on September 19th.   

Martha was a 1939 graduate of Dana College.  She was a teacher of 
German and food nutrition, and was married to Rev. Andrew Staby. 

Agnete was a social worker, born in Denmark.  She had a connection 
with the Danish underground during World War II.  After the war, she 
worked with displaced persons where she met her Yugoslavian husband.  
They immigrated together to America in 1950.  

Check out our upcoming posts on Facebook: 

 Monthly Dana Flashbook photos 

 Vintage postcards for holidays 

 Updates on Archive Happenings  

Upcoming Exhibits:  View our Dana College Homecoming exhibit through  
mid-November.  It will be followed by a Christmas exhibit. ■ 

Around The Archive  

Contact Information 
Thank you for your interest in the Danish American Archive and Library.  All members enjoy three 
issues of the Jottings newsletter each year and reduced program service fees. The newsletter is mailed in 
January, May and September. Please keep your contact information current.   

OLD ADDRESS   see label on reverse, or 

                Name(s)______________________________________________________________________  

 Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________  

             City___________________________________________ State____________ Zip __________  
 

NEW ADDRESS 

                Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________   

 Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________  

  City___________________________________________ State____________ Zip ___________  

 If not permanent:  __Temporary from ___/___(month/year) to _____/____(month/year) 

       __Seasonal (repeat every year) from ______(month) to _______(month) 

Phone________________________ Email_________________________________ ( send Jottings via email) 

Additional information__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Martha Staby at 100.   
She turned 105 in August.  
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1738 Washington Street 
Blair, Nebraska   68008 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ansine (Mortensen) Christensen c. 1895 at home in Kimballton, Iowa 

This photo is part of the family collection donated by Joanna L. Christensen.  It includes the families of 
Christ Christensen & Ansine Mortensen; Else Madsen & Anders Rasmussen; Rev. J.G.V. Magnussen & 
Vilhelmina Jespersen; and Herluf Christensen & Vasthi Magnussen.  There’s no place like home.■ 

Parting Shot  


