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Dan ish Bro therhood in Amer ica

1994 Special National Convention

tO’ OtHoAo', *Tteî naa4a !̂
The 1994 Special National Convention of the Danish Brotherhood in America will take place at the Ramada

Hotel Central, 7007 Grover Street, Omaha. Ramada Central is located north off Interstate-80 at 72nd Street.
Ramada Central offers airport shuttle service from Eppley Airfield.

For those traveling by motor home. New City Camp Ground for recreation vehicles is located at4095 So. 84th
Street (south of 1-80 at 84th and F. Street). Complete hookups for gas, water and electricity are available, with
showers in an adjoining building. Rates are $19.00 per day. Call (402) 339-0800 for space reservation or for more
informat ion.

X - n rr

Hotel reservations must be made to:
Ramada Hote l Centra l

7007 Grover Street

Omaha, Nebraska 68106
SPh5ne (402) 397-7030 or

o u t s i d e N e b r a s k a 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 2 8 - 5 2 9 9

Mention you are with the Danish Brotherhood in
America Convetion if you are calling in your reservation.

Room reservation deadline is July 9,1994

Convention reservations must be made to:
D a n i s h B r o t h e r h o o d i n A m e r i c a

3717 Harney Street
Omaha, N£ 68131-3844
No telephone reservations.

Convention packages must be pre-paid by July 13,
1994 .

Name(s)

Telephone
Street
State 

CityName of Group: Danish Brotherhood in America
Zip

Name(s) _
Telephone
Street 
State

Convention package price is $25.00 per person. Con¬
vention packages must be pre-paid by July 13,
1994.City

Zip C o n v e n t i o n S c h e d u l e
Friday, July 22, 1994

Registration
No host reception

Room Type: One King Bed 
Two Double Beds 5:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.
R o o m R a t e s : $ 5 2 . 0 0

Saturday, July 23, 1994
Early registration
Coffee /soc ia l

Convention opens
Lunch (on your own)
B r e a k
Convention resumes
No host social

Banquet

Sunday, July 24, 1994
Continuation of meeting if needed

9:00 a.m. -noon

7:30 a.m. -8:30 a.m.
8 :30 a .m . -9 :00 a .m .
9:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.- 3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.- 5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m.

No. in Party:

Arrival Date:
Departure Date:

Guaranteed By Credit Card:
Exp. Date

All reservations cancelled at 6PM unless accompanied by
adeposit equal to the first day's rate or guaranteed by
credit card. (Special Rates are non-commissionable).

JJ L X

4



President 's Page
Woodrow T. Petersen, National President

Convention registration must be made to the Home Office by
BroUierhood in America met at the National Headquarters in mail only. Please DO NOT call in your convention registration.
Omaha, Nebraska, for their semi annual Board Meeting. Many Please also note, payment for convention packages must be re-
important topics were on the agenda and Iam pleased to report all ceivedwith the convention registrationform and registrations must
topics were discussed and acted upon.

Most significant to tlie entire DBIA membership was the
unanimousdecisiontoapprovetlie AgreementandPlanofMerger. Board Meeting included the selection of fraternal benefit recipi-
Tliis was not aquick and easy decision. The DBIA Merger ents. The Board members of the Scholarship/Camp Grant Corn-
Committee did alot of "leg work” before afinal agreement was mittee of the DBIA National Board of Directors had the difficult
presented to the DBIA Board. The Board reviewed in detail the task of awarding scholarships and camp grants. This year the
merger document and its Exhibits. With the Agreement and Plan Committee reviewed over 30 scholarship applications from de-
6f Merger approved by the DBIA Board, it then went before the serving members. Their task was to award 16 scholarships for
SonsofNonvayBoardofDirectorsattheirMay4-8meeting. On $l,000each. You jvill find tliescholarsliip recipients pictured on
May6tIieDBIANationaIBoardofDireclorswasinformedthatthe page lOand 11.
Sons of Norway Board of Directors had approv'cd the Agreement

On April 22- 23 tlic National Board of Directors ofthe Danish

be made by July 13, 1994.
Other important items ofbusiness discussed at the semi annual

As 1mentioned, camp grants were also awarded. This year,
35 camp grants were given to youngsters for attendance at camps.

To comply with the Nebraska Insurance Commission, the Youwillfindtheirnamesonpagell. lnadditiontothefunds,each
Agreement and Plan of Merger was sent to each household (in the youngster received acertificate.
Special Edition American Dane). Now the Agreement and Plan
of Merger will be presented to the DBIA delegates at the special announced at the most recent national Board meeting. Nine lodges
convention in Omaha on July 24. If approved by the DBIA are to be commended for their lodge and civic activities, and for
delegates, the Agreement and Plan of Merger will be presented to their support to this program. Three lodges received Gold Lodge
tlie Sons of Norway delegates at their International Convention to awards, four lodges earned Silver Lodge awards and two lodges
be held in August in Minneapolis, Minnesota. If the Agreement earned Bronze Lodge awards. Lodges earning these prestigious
andPlanofMergermeetsapproval in Minneapolis, amergerwould awardsarelistedonpagell. Congratulationsand keep upthe good
become effective September 30, 1994, subject to approval by the work.

and Plan of Merger.

The second annual Lodge Rating and Awards results were

It is my proud duty to announce the winner of the 1994
'Howard E. Christensen" Aw'ard. Martin Taekkcr of Lodge No.

Mimiesota and Nebraska Insurance Departments,
Disapproval of the Agreement and Plan of Merger with Sons

of Norway would require tlie DBIA to discuss wltat other options 348. Eugene, Oregon, was presented this prestigious award at the
its governing body would have the Board of Directors pursue. ItPacific Northwest District Convention held in Portland, May 6-7.
would be advisable for die governing bod>' to then make provision His name has been added to the permanent plaque on display at the
for approval of an alternate plan by mail to avoid the expense of Home Office. Be watching for an article about Martin and his
liavinganodierNationalConvention. Thiscouldbeaccomplished commitment to the Danish Brotherhood in acoming issue of
by the delegates at die Special Convention in July.

Roy Everson has written an article introducing Sons of ThesepastmonthshavebeenbusyoncsfordieNatiomilBoard
Norway to Danish Brotherhood in America members. You may ofDirectors and die Home Office stalT. Thcniontlisalicadaregoing
find it interesting that their organization was founded on some of to be busy for the entire organization. Iencourage every nicnibcr
the same principles as die Danish Brotherhood in America. This to review die Special Edition American Dane again and discuss
article begins on page 9. i t s c o n t e n t s w i t h y o u r l o d g e m e m b e r s . I t i s i m p o r t a n t d i a t t h e

Many members have expressed an interest in attending the proposed merger be discussed at lodge meetings, and cquiUly
DBIA spccifil national convention. Iwould like to take this iniporlanttliatyourlodgedclegatcknowsliowdiclodgcwantshini/
oppKirtunity to inform all members diey are welcome to attend the her to vote,
convention Uiis summer. Convention information and registration Don't forget to honor the flag of our coimtry and of our
forms can be found on page 4. You must make your lodging modierland. Daimebrog was a'gift from heaven'on June 15.1219
reservations directly widiRamadaHotel Central by telcphoneorby and US Flag Day is June 14.
m a i l .

A m e r i c a n D a n e .
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by Edith Moller

Denmark and to the Chr is t ian Church. In 1219 aflot i l la o f 100

ships sailed from Denmark across the Baltic Sea. They carried
thousands of warriors, Danes andsome Germans and Slavs, as well
as weapons and war horses. Witli the king came Archbishop
Andreas Suneson and several bishops and priests.

With theking'spurplc-sailcdlongship in tlic center, tlic flotilla
approached llie coast of Eslland. To the Danes' surprise, the entire
beach was massed with armed heatlicn warriors, obviously await¬
ing their arrival. On the hill beliind tlic beach, howling heatlicn
priests waved long poles, whose tips impaled the bloody heads of
Christian martyrs.

Horrified, King Valdemar ordered all sails furled, deeming it
madnesstosendliisarmyintoslaughtcr. ButUicbishopsconvinced
the devout king that God would protect his holy mission. Valdemar
ordered sails hoisted for afrill attack on the enemy. Under aliail
of arrows, tlie Danish troops landed and struggled ashore. Imme¬
diately all the heathen warriors withdrew and vanished inland.

King Valdemar realized the enemy withdrawal was likely a
ruseofentrapment. Heniadehastetosecurehisbeachheadandsent
hisFrisian soldiers to storm tlie surrounding cliffs. He dispatched
abrave young nobleman, Karl of Rise, and acompanion, Absolon
Belg, to scout the enemy’s position. Tlie two failed to exercise
proper caution and were soon taken prisoner by the heathens.

The Danish army remained encamped for several days with
out seeing even atrace of the enemy. One morning there appeared
diplomatic envoys, who swore tltat all Estland would pledge
allegiance to the Danish crown and would accept the Cliristian
faith. As proof of their veracity, the envoys requested baptism tlien
and there. The Danish clerics performed the holy rites in the surf,
and the envoys departed.

Oveijoyed at an apparent bloodless victory, the king declared
aday ofcelebration wi tli plenty of mead for Uie troops. In tlie middle
of the night, when all were more or less drunk, tlic hcatlicns broke
screaming into the disorganized camp, killing many warriors.

Again King Valdemar heeded the counsel of his bishops. At
dawn, together with all his troops, he knelt in tlic midst of battle to
sing the morning song and to pray for God's forgiveness and
blessing. Thereafter, highly visible in gleaming golden annor and
mounted on liis big white stallion, tlie king led his army in furious
battle against the attackers. Archbishop Andreas stood all day with
hands uplifted to heaven in prayer. When his hands remained high,
tlic Danes went forward against the foe. When his arms dropped
from exliaustion, tliey fell back. So fellow clergy stood by Andreas
and held him erect.

In the frenzy of combat, adaring enemy knight managed to
snatch the royal lion banner from the hilltop, where it had been
planted. Tlie Danish soldiers thought itsdisappearance meant Uiat
their king was dead and were about to give up in despair. They
heard bishop Peder shout, "Look to heaven, Christians!" Ahuge
red baimer with awhite cross whirled above them in the sky. A

Dannebrog flies every day at the National Headquarters
Building.

In summertime the Danish landscape sings with happiness.
Larks rise up from golden fields to cast their notes to heaven, while
below quail cluck their tiny chicks to come and feast under the
ripened grain. Sleek Holstein cattle graze amid blue cornflowers
in green pastures. Eveiy home is surrounded by peonies, asters,
lilies, and many more flowers. Everywhere the land is decorated
for summer's festival wilii w-aving patches of red. In Denmark no
garden, whether in city, village, or farm, no building, public or
private, is complete witliout its flagpole at whose top the bloodred,
white crossed national flag snaps in tlie wind.

Surely, the Danes must love their ancient flag, whose name is
Danebrog, to cherish it as anecessary part oftheirdaily life. Hence,
they must love the land it represents.

Legend has it lliat the Danish flag was agift from God in
answer to prayers in atime of desperate peril. In the early 13Ui
Century King Valdemar the Victorious conquered or gained
allcgiancefrom the territories of norihcni Germany tothcEIbcand
Edlc Rivers, thus establishing tlie first empire of nortliern Europe.
Yet the coasts of Denmark were often plundered by bloodtliirsty
licathcns from Estland, now Estonia, who particularly delighted in
capturing Christians for sacrifice to their gods.

His empire at peace with borders secure. King Valdemar
decided to lead acnisadc to conquer the barbarians and then convert
them to Christianity. Pope Honorius sent apapal bull from Rome,
granting Valdemar the riglit to annex tlie heathen lands to
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mighty voice roared as from heaven, "The higher it is lifted, the
closer is victory!" "A miracle," cried the Danes and rushed in
ecstasy to battle against the heathens.

Karl of Rise and Absolon Belg had been placed under guard
on ahill together with agroup of other Christian prisoners, that th^
might view the defeat of the Danes. Thereafter they were all to be
sacrificed to heathen gods. Kneeling in ardent prayer, Karl saw the
heavenly banner drift over the enemy army to land on the hilltop
directly in front of him. He seized the flag and swung it in ecsta^
over his head. Because he was tall and blond and dressed in bright
blue armor, Karl was easily visible to the Danish warriors below.

Beside themselves with joy, the Danes now tore into the
superior enemy forces with such deadly ferocity, that the heathens
fled the battlefield in terror. Estland had been won for the Danish

crown and for Christianity. At sundown tlie entire Danish army
and Valdemar tlie Victorious knelt in aprayer of praise and thanks
to God.

In fi’ont of the assembled army, the king honored Karl and
Absolon as special knights, granting them the privilege of wearing
on their shields awhite cross on ared field. The bishops became
busy baptizing acrowd of heathens, eager to accept Christianity.
When Valdemar sailed home to Denmaik, he brought back the
cross banner, which he namedDand^rog, tobepreservedin Slesvig
Cathedral as asacred object.

Was the cross banner agift from God, miraculously dropped
fi’om heaven? Or was it, as some historians claim, acrusader's
pennant sent by the pope, which someone, probably abishop, flung
aloft in the heat of battle? Whatever the origin of Denmark's flag,
it has been ablessing to the Danish people, flying over afi’ee and
unconquered nation for nearly eight hundred years. For Danes,
even for those removed for generations to other lands, Dandirog
remains abeloved symbol of our ancient, precious heritage. Long
may Danebrog wave!

Payment To Board Members
Apri l
Semi-Annual Board Meeting: Erling Braumann, $762.50;
Paul Carlsen, $561.00; Barry Edmonds, $729.00; Asbjom
Fisker, $687.00; Clyde R. Langsted, $660.00; Ed Madsen,
$675.50; Ebba Norby, $778.00 and Woodrow Petersen,
$548.00.
Semi-AnnualElxpense Allowance: ErlingBiaumann, $250.00;
Paul Carlsen, $250.00; Barry Edmonds, $250.00; Clyde
Langsted, $125.00; Ed Madsen, $125.00 and Ebba Norby,
$125.00.

Have afun and safe summer!

Read About Today's Denmark

D e n D a n s k e P i o n e e r
T h e D a n i s h P i o n e e r

S i n c e 1 8 7 2

May
Woodrow T. Petersen, allowance, $99.65.

●Oldest Danish American Newspaper in the USA
●Published Every Two Weeks
●English &Danish Articles
●Nationwide Circulation

Happy Father's Day

If you already receive Den Danske Pioneer, send us the
name of afriend or relative you bellieve would be interested
in receiving it

Chris Steffensen, Editor
Bertlesen Publishing Company

1 5 6 2 G l e n L a k e R a o d
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195

Phone (708) 882-2552
Fax (708) 882-7082

Adver t i se i n Den Danske P ioneer

'Det betaler sig". Send for an advertising rate card &
information today!
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Bright Is The
Summer Day

B R I G H T I S T H E S U M M E R D A Y
J- L - He iberg

Trans, by S. D. Rodholm
Fr. Kuhlau, 1828

From the Light Opera "Elverh^j”JohanLudvig Heiberg (1791
-1860) was aromantic dramatist.
In his youth he lived with several
aunts moving from one to the
other. In 1819 he wentto London
but settled in Copenhagen in 1825.
He taught in amilitary school but
his main work was in the field of
the theater. In the light opera
Elverhej (Hill of the Elves) he
brought together the natural and
supernatural world. This musi¬
cal was produced the first time at
the Royal Theater in honor of the
future Frederick VITs wedding.
Much of his work was with Fr.
Kuhlau who composed the music
for Elverhoj.

Bright Is The Summer Day
is set to aspritely tudeVhich fits
the set t ingfor Elverhej very weU.
The composer, Fr. Kuhlau was
firom atalented but poor German
family. He lost an eye and this
accident led to the discoveiy of
his talent. He received apiano
and studied in Hanover
with an organist. At age 14 he
went to Hamburg to study music
theoiy but fled to Copenhagen
when Napoleon took Hamburg in
1810. His concerts brought him
fame and he became the director
of the Royal Chamber Orchestra
in 1813. Then he became chorus
leader of the Royal Theater and in
1818 he was charged to write
music for the courtesans for spe¬
cial occasions. He continued to
write music for the theater. In
writing the score for Elverhoj he
used many folk melodies. One
can recognize the strains for King
Chr is t i an in the over tu re .

Another good translation is
credited to Pastor S.D. Rodholm.

iJiJ iJ
Bright is the sum-merday,6ay-ly wc hike a* way Oat to the
Fresh is the bolm*y orccee Whts-per-ing In thetrees;Blrds on the
Flow- er̂ llkefricncfe of old̂  Red,white,cindblû ndgola,Noddhig andBring afor-get -me-not Home for your gcinden plot. Plant It and

P'F 'IF I^ 3

woods and the mead -ows, Out from the nols-y streefe^Out to a
branch-escffcswlng -Ing. 5ud-den and sll-ver clear, Rls-esa
smlL-lng they greet us. So ev-’ry one we pass^Farmer and
let Lt re-mlnd you Oft of the slm-pic joys Far from the

rif if 1*^ " m

r [ 1 1 1 i n ' M i l
shad-y beach, Out where our fan-cy may take us.
song of cheer, That is the meod-ow-laf^ sing -Ing. -r* icoun-try Iciss, Seems to be hap -py to meet us.
clt -y’s noise With all your cares Left be- hind yoiL.a l s o

!§* J> J. i3i| tlf_3! J
l a - l a - c a - l a - l a - l a - l a - l a - l a - l a - l a - l a

# ■

Ijj/'

la-la-la-la-la-la-la -la-la-la-la-la -la-la-la-la-la -la-La.

j j l i ' j
Wortls twl Music Copyright 0,1941. Danish American Young l^oples League

-Ruth Herman Nielsen
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Our Proposed Merger Partner:
Sons of Norway

by Roy Everson

When 18 founders of anew mutual benefit society met in
Minneapolis one January night 100 years ago to choose aname
for their group, they recalled apatriotic song written seven
decades earlier, “Sonner af Norge” (Sons of Norway). The
writer was anationalist poet inspired by Norway's recent
adoption of its constitution -following 400 years of rule by tlie
Kingdom of Denmark.

ethnic fi^temal benefit societies that arose acentuiy ago.
Joining with others of similar backgrounds to promote the
common good, ethnic ffatemals were organized to ease assimi¬
lation into American life and provide fellowship and financial
assistance —routinely denied to non-native Americans.

Just as Danish immigrants drew together for social and eco¬
nomic security, so too did thousands of Norwegians look to
their country men when the pressures of life in American cities
became more than the individual could bear.

As the fi^temal insurance company prepares to celebrate its
centennial next year, areunion of sorts with Danish descen¬
dants is contemplated: the proposed merger of the Danish
Brotherhood in America with Sons of Norway members. For
DBIA members the 64,000 kroner question might be who and
what is Sons of Norway?

Adozen years after DBIA’s founding, kdeep economic
depression took hold in mid-1890’s, creating unemployment
and poverty throughout America's cities. Particularly hard hit
Continued on page 12.

The answer would take at least abook -and 75,000 hand¬
shakes “to complete. But herewith is abrief introduction to the
largest association of Norwegians outside of Norway.

“When founders chose tlie name Sons of Norway, they wished
to give voice to their gratitude to the land of their birtli. It
identified the hopes which they had for their American society
with tlie Norwegian tradition of freedom and adventure which
had sustained their forefathers since the days of the Vikings.
From tlie day they passed through the immigration gates at Ellis
Island, they knew that their lives and fortunes were linked
forever with this vast and free land.” i n w

Those words of historian Sverre Norborg. in his book. An
American Saga, also describe today’s membership. In the 407
lodges in North America and Norway, members create a
myriad of social, charitable and ethnic activities. Access to
traditional arts, cooking, language, recreation and sports is a
key to member satisfection —as well as the chance to promote
aunique Scandinavian culture to the broader population. In
addition, its field staff offers astrong package of insurance
products and financial services such as life insurance, annu¬
ities, CD alternatives, pension maximization, long-temi caie,
disability income, and more. In all areas, today’s Sons of
Norway reflects anatural evolution from the days when tlie
language and customs of America seemed strange, the eco¬
nomic climate harsh.

^1 80H8 or vonux nnuoiJic

m
Founded during depression

The history of Sons ofNorway is another proud example of tlie Sons ofNorway International Headquarters in Minneapolis, MN.
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1994 National Scholarship Recipients

Jessica Young
Lodge No. 600, Omaha, NE

Recipient of the 1994 Axel Skelbeck
Scholarship for Excellence

Kimberly Labriola
Lodge No. 225, Canton, OH

Recipient of the 1994 Fred K. Holm
Memorial Scholarship

11
Va l e r i e E s s i n k

Lodge No. 161
Ruskin, NE

J e r e m i a h D u i c h

Lodge No. 600
Omaha, NE

K u r t H a n s e n

Lodge No. 600
Omaha, NE

C h r i s t i a n F i s k e r

Lodge No. 167
Portland, OR

f

C h r i s H o k a n s o n

Lodge No. 600
Omaha, NE

Seth Jensen

Lodge No. 600
Omaha, NE

E r i c H o l i n e s s

Lodge No. 139
Viborg, SD

Jennifer Jorgensen
Lodge No. 600

Omaha, NE
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1994Award Recipients Announced
Vational Scholarship Camp Grant Recipients

Recipients Sarah Beck

Ryan Cheeke
E r i k D a n k o
Carsten Davis-Voldbaek
Jesse Dorau

A l l i s o n E i t z m a n n

Bryan Holzhauer
Dustin Kinn^
Anne Mar ie La rsen

Amanda G. Lary
B r e t t M o m m e r

Dwight Nelson
Courtney Overgaard
Lars Pedersen

Chr is t ian Petersen
Natal ie Petersen
Kr i s t i n S ta ton

R h e a - A n n W i l s o n

Rober t Cheeke
C a r l D a n k o
N i e l D a n k o

Casey Davis-Voldbaek
Molly Dorau
N i c h o l a s E i t z m a n n

Cassy Johnson
Jason Lafler

K r i s t e n L a r s e n

Christina A. Lary
P e t e r M o n u n e r
Kr is t ian J . N ie lsen

Ann&.Marie Paulsen
Anton Jorgen Petersen
Hans Jensen Petersen

Jamie Marie Ross
Cassand ra W i l son

Carrie Kirby
Lodge No. 600

Omaha, NE

Douglas Kosmicki
Lodge No. 211

Grand Island, NE

Lodge Rating and Awards
Gold Lodge Award

Lodge No. 14. Kenosha. Wisconsin
Lodge No. 15, Des Moines, Iowa
Lodge No. 346. Riverside. California

Silver Lodge Award
Lodge No. 34, Dwight. Illinois
Lodge No. 35, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Lodge No. 126, Los Angeles. California
Lodge No. 206. Blair. Nebraska

M e l i s s a P e s c k

Lodge No. 16
Minden, NE

Kelly Mortensen
Lodge No. 34
Dwight, IL

Bronze Lodge Award
Lodge No. 144. Dike. low'a
Lodge No. 348, Eugene. Oregon

Each month in "Our Lodges in Action" of Amerian Dane,U\e lodges
listed above will be recognized by asymbol in front of tlieir lodge
name, number and lodge news. Tlie symibols below will reflect the
award received by the lodge.

Fbpjfb -Gold Lodge Award
Fb}ti -Silver Lodge Award
R) -Bronze Lodge Award

These lodges are to be coimnended for tlieir conuniUiient to the
fierpetuation of Danish culture and traditons and support to tlieir
c o m m u n i t y .

J e n n i f e r P e t e r s e n

Lodge No. 600
Omaha, NE

Jason Ravnsborg
Lodge No. 600

Omaha, NE
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The Cultural Skills Program promotes participation inwere hundreds of thousands of European immigrants. They
includedNorw îans who hadsettled the heavily Scandinavian both traditional and contemporary Scandinavian pursuits such
city of Minneapolis, Minnesota. Among them were the 18 as genealogy, cooking, woodworking, knitting and stamp
founders ~mostly from the village of Selbu, Norway -who collecting,
believed in America and in self reliance, but also recognized
that surviving hard times in their new land required sticking
together. They needed asociety which could assure its
members of monetary assistance in times of illness and death golf, skiing, dancing and soccer that covers varying degrees of
in their frmilies.

The Sports Medals Program promotes fitness among
members, spanning generations by including activities such as

ability.

The Bamebirlde, in Hayward, Wisconsin, is the largestInterest grew quickly and several similar associations sprouted
up around the country; first in the Midwest from Illinois to the children's cross-country skiing event in North America. It's an
Dakotas, later in the Pacific Northwest. Many lodges were example of alodge and fi:atemal department complementing
organized by representatives of Sons of Norway or at the one another's efforts,
request of Norwegians in outlying areas; other groups arose
independently and were later brought into the fold. (Today
lodges are active throughout the East Coast, western Canada (facilitatingskiirigbytheblind)andVinlandCaiter(committed
and the fast-growing Sunbelt region, as well as in Norway.) to full lives for people with disabilities).
Within lOyears SonsofNorwaybecameanationwidefiatemal
organization. Membership approached 11,000 and insurance
in force totaled over $2 million. This decade was an exciting for youth,
time for Norwegjan-Americans, celebrating Norway’s inde¬
pendence fromSweden and the centennial ofthe signing in 1814
of the Constitution amid the last of the three great waves of to American Dane, connecting members, lodges and districts.
Norwegian emigration. Growth continued through the anti-
foreign sentiment of the 1920’s and the Great Depression. The Ties to Norway have long been atradition. Today, aSons of
society’s reputation rose with the timely, vital payments of Norway in Kristiansand serves members in Norway. The 17
insurance benefits to members and their frmilies. National Norwegian lodges happily welcome their North American
insurance ratings today laud Sons of Norway's financial brothersandsisters when they visit Norway,
stability, management and operations.

J

Community outreach programs such as Ski for Light

Heritage programs such as language and heritage camps

Amonthly magazine, VIKING, serves apurpose similar

Danes Welcome Here
As the Scandinavian-American communities have evolved in

With the original membership aging and fewer newcomers the past centuiy, so has the fiatemal insurance industry. Thus
arriving, the need to broaden membership arose. Inl916Sons came the need for DBIA to seek amerger partner. “Therehas
of Norway began to welcome women as members and eventu- to be strength in numbers in today's economy,” said DBIA
ally qualifications were liberalized to include non-Norwegians Secretary-Treasurer and CEO Jerry Christensen. After con-
with an interest or connection to Norway. Norwegian language sidering results of amember survey, conditions for amerger
gradually gave way to English in meetings and in the official stipulated the Danish group's retention of its identity, logo,
monthly magazine, now called VIKING. The result is atrue lodge system and the fiatemal aspects of the society such as

scholarships, camp grants and matching funds. Amerger
committee in January selected Sons of Norway out of four

AFamily Organization

femily organization.

Lodge activities over the years shifted in emphasis from helping suitable candidates,
immigrants to preserving the Norwegian heritage. Lodges
today sponsor lectures, slide shows, programs and other eventsChristensen offered several reasons for the choice: “Of all the
that keep Norwegian heritage alive. But the lodges don't societies the merger committee met with. Sons of Norway
operate in avacuum. They support -and receive support - addressed our concerns most completely.” He noted Sons of
from their respective districts and from international headquar- Norway's financially sound status, growth and Arating that
ters in Minneapolis which serves as the administrative center of shows confidence bestowed by the industry. Sons of Norway
the society’s fratemal/heritage department and insurance op- is licensed in every state in which the DBIA is licensed, with the

exception of Ohio where they currently have an application
pending.

J

erations. Afew of the ongoing programs include;

12



“All in all, it appears Sons ofNorway and Danish Brotherhood KING, noting the opportunity to expand membership, “We
are anatural fit,” says Christensen. He noted the historic ties share many common historic, heritage and cultural traditions
between Norway and Denmaiic, closer than any other combi- with our Scandinavian brothers and sisters.”
nation of Scandinavian peoples. Dano-Norwegian links pre¬
date and include the Vil̂  period. Their two languages read The merger process still has away to go before completion,
similarly, but when spoken they differ as much as the dissimilar Following approval by each group's board of directors in May,
Norwegian dialects. SuchluminariesastheplaywrightLudwig the issue is now awaiting action at conventions this summer in
Holberg and seaman Peder Tordenslgold are claimed by both Omaha and Minneapolis. If both sets of delegates approve, it
nations. Persona, commercial and cultural connections flour- will be up to insurance regulators in Minnesota and Nebraska,
ish to this day.

As envisioned by the merger committees, DBIA would became
“It’s an opportunity to take advantage of the cost savings of aninth district of Sons ofNorway, with corresponding repre¬
being apart of alarger organization,” said Christensen. “Yet sentation on the Board of Directors and at the International
we can enjoy the veiy ideals that have made this organization Convention. VIKING would feature aDanish district news
what it is today. page each month.

For Sons ofNorway, the merger proposal is away to expand Christensen pointed out that many cities have both DBIA and
membership by ten percent and increase its financial assets and Sons ofNorway lodges; some have already worked together on
growth potential. And it's away to help keep intact afellow projects. In some areas DBIA lodges rent space fi-om Sons of

Norway. They would be in different districts, but could decide
for themselves whether or not to engage in cooperative activi-

Intemation^ President Cy Wittrock wrote in the May VI- ties. He envisioned ascenario where lodges meet separately for
business, then join for social activities.

fiatemal benefit society.

As some ofthe Danes have told Christensen, “Ifwe’re going to
merge, let's merge with another Scandinavian group.”>X<oX<oX<oX<oX<oX<oX< oX<oX<oX<oX<oX<^>^̂

Teach Yourself
* D a n i s h !

>x< >x< (Ihe writer is afrequent contributor to VIKING magazine and spent an
academic year enrolled in an American university in Aalborg, Den¬
mark.)>x< >x<

>x< >x<
You cfl/ i . . .vvi th Audio-Forum's sel f-study
introductory course in spoken Danish on audio
cassettes with text and Learner's Guide. Dialogs
featured in each lesson reflect various aspects of
everyday life in Denmark. Choose your own time,
pace, and place to learn the language. The course.
Learn to Speak Danish by Aage Sailing, was
developed in Copenhagen.

□Learn to Speak Danish: 6cassettes,
200-page te?̂  and Learner's Guide, $132.50
postpaid. (CT residents add sales tax).
Full 3-week money-back guarantee.

We also have foreign-language feature films on
video cassette, travel guides on video, and more. We
have been publishing top-quality language courses
and related materials since 1972. Call or write to
place your order or to obtain acopy of our new 56-
page Whole World Language Catalog.

Phone orders call toll-free: 1-800-243-1234 ]

>x< >x<
>x< >x< The Poplar Flute

mcK fcvz)
Bright yellow memory of canola fields
on die day of widest azure sky:
the last heated lap and the engine yields
in tracks, finely baked August, powder dry.
He swings fi-om the Case, silent explosion
of heavy boots puflSng to the treeline,
slices agreen limb and with precision
"Tra-la-doo" whittles her his song and time.
And she stops stick-scratching aten year old's
dusty words, fourth child in aline of four
watching silently as the bark is rolled
and coaxed willingly fi-om the core.
Crafted, played with hands of sinew and hide
Danish music for the girl at his side.

-Carol (Jensen) MacKay

>x<>x<

>x<
>x<

>x< >x<
>x< >x<
>x< >x<
>x< >XC
>x< >x<
>x< >x<
>x< >x<B U D i a * p a i w m
>x< T H E L d < \ I M Q U A G E S O U R C E >x<

Room G618, 96 Broad Street, Guilford, CT 06437
(203)453-9794 ●Fax (203) 453-9774>x< >x<

>X<*>X<»>X<*>X<*>X<»>X<* >X<*>X<»>X<»>Xc*>X<»>X<* >x<
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Material for this publication must be received at the Danish Brotherhood in America, Nationai Headquarters, 3717
Harney Street. Omaha, NE 68131-3844 by the tenth of the month preceding month of issue. The American Dane is
mailed by the sixth day of the month. The magazine reserves the right to edit material accepted for publication,

p] Bronze Lodge AwardSilver Lodge AwardRjpDFb Gold Lodge Award

that Vancouver wantedtoknowif Seattle
would host the tournament next year.
Much discussion followed. Amotion
was made and seconded to table the
matter until our next meeting.

Louis Nielsen reported on the picnic
slated for Sunday, July 17,atNomiandy
Park. He was looking for volunteers.

Letters were read from young hope¬
fuls for scholarships to Himmelbjerget.

Discussion arose on the clean-up of
tlie Danish Center following the meet¬
ings. It was suggested that the president
appoint acommittee chairperson at each
meeting or an entire committee.

Care and Share wiW be handled by
Clyde Langsted. Atotal of $30.50 was
donated to Care and Share and will be
d o n a t e d t o t h e F r e m o n t F o o d B a n k i n

Seattle.

in Seattle. Following supper, the meeting
was called to order by President Gert
Wolff. Amoment of silence was held to

honor the memory' of Jerry Jensen, late
secretary of the lodge. It was noted that
Clyde Langsted had been appointed sec¬
retary pro-tem.

The minutes of the previous meeting
were approved as printed. Correspon¬
dence included aletter from Omaha re¬

garding the July convention and noting
that Jerry Jensen was to be the delegate.
It was then noted that Flemming Sorensen
would succeed as alternate. It was also
noted that Mel Hollister would be the

delegate representing the Pacific North¬
west District.

Danny Stavnsjoh introduced his son,
Derek, afourth grader, who w'anted to
become amember. An application was
approved.

Edith Andersen gave the treasurer's

P a c i fi c

N o r t h w e s t

Lodge No. 33, Tacoma, WA—Presi¬
dent Myra Brochner opened our April 9
meeting with 18 members present. The
program for the day was abook report.
The title of the book translates to mean

"A Little Information About Knights,
Soldiers and Advocates Around the Bal¬

tic Sea". The book was written by Victor
Brockdorffw’hosefamily namegoes back
to the 12th Century. Ditlev Brockdorff,
one of King Kristian II's last supporters,
joined with the nobles and became the
King's guardian w'hen he was captured
and put in prison at Sonderberg Castle in
1532. Dit levBrockdorffis Leo Madsen's

great grandfether about 10 times re¬
moved. The book report and its transla¬
tion from old Danish was done by Benni
Andersen who has been amember since
1951.

Clyde Langsted, Sec. Pro-Tern

Lodge No. 167, Portland, OR-The
April meeting was called to order by
President Peter Larsen with 40 members

present. The minutes of the March 2

report.
Frank Poulsen reported on the bowl¬

ing tournament and announced we needed
to find anew chairman. He mentioned

At each meeting, Leo Madsen recalls
any birthdays or anniversaries of impor¬
tant events that have occurred on our
meeting dates. One of the events men¬
tioned was Denmark being invaded by
the Germans on April 9, 1940.

The next program will be about how
this event affected the lives of anyone or
their families. Those in attendance will
be asked to share their experiences.

Jeannette Madsen, Cor.

V e l k o m m e n
In recognition of DBIA members who are participating in the growth of the
Danish Brotherhood in America by recommending their family and friends.

Lodge
M e m b e r

Michael Paarup ..
Dav id J . Peterson
S c o t t C . D a v i s . . . .

Harry C. Heir, Jr.
E iner Thuesen . . . .

The rese J . Mas te rs . 600
Dan G . O l sen

L o c a t i o n

Kenosha, Wisconsin
Kenosha, Wisconsin
Kenosha, Wisconsin
Kenosha, Wisconsin
Los Angeles, California
Omalia, Nebraska

.Omalia, Nebraska

Sponsor
Berger Rasmussen

George Hill
K e n D a v i s

. . . . Todd Be rnha rd t
Karl D u u s

H o m e O f fi c e
H o m e O f fi c e

N o .Lodge No. 29, Seattle, 'WA—A sand¬
wich supper was held at our April meet¬
ing on the occasion of the 106tli anniver¬
sary of our lodge. Over 90 members and
guests attended. Included as guests were
the supreme officers ofthe Danish Sister¬
hood who held their semi-annual meeting

14
14

1 4
1 4

1 2 6

6 0 0
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the budgeted amount. It was moved,
seconded and carried to accept the pro¬
posed policy.

We were dismissed in the usual and

customaiy way.

has sent us a19 hole aebleskiver pan as
adonation from him.

Pete and Jan Chri stensen were thanked

for the hot dog dinner.

meeting were approved as wTitten.
Correspondence included aletter from

Omaha regarding our delegate to the
special merger convention in Omaha in
July. Thetreasurer'sreportwasreadand
bills approved to be paid.

Peter expressed thanks to Kris Roley
for all her hard work in putting out our
new lodge directory',

Kris Roley suggested we sponsor
campers who \rish to attend Himmelbjer-
get Danish Language Camp this sum¬
m e r .

Ruth Dally, Sec.
Susie Staats, Sec.

FbLodge No. 348, Eugene, OR-Presi-
dent Mary Stefansen called the April
meeting to order with approximately 55
members present. Amoment of silence
was observed for Lyle Jacobsen and the
charter was draped in his memory.

It was moved, seconded and carried to
accept the minutes as printed. The
treasurer's report was given.

Amemorandum from the National

Ca i r fo rn ia

N e v a d a

Lodge No. 49, San Francisco, CA—
Our oldest member. Thorvald Therp,
celebrated his 96th birthday and 70 years
as amember of Golden Gate Lodge No.
4 9 . A t t h e D a n i s h S o l d i e r s C l u b o f

Northern California, where Thorvald is a
charter member. President Kaj Kristensen
presented Thorvald with acertificate of
merit for his 96th birthday and 70 years
of membership. The 160 people present
stood and gave Thorvald astanding ova¬
tion. What athrill for Thorvald and all of
us to honor this stately gentleman.

Nomi Powell informed us that the
Law Committee had again met and made
changes to our bylaws. He read the
changes. There must be an acceptance
by two-thirds of the membership to make
these changes.

Adiscussion was held regarding the
new rental agreement. It was voted on
and passed that we save on rent and hold
our meetings downstairs from now on.

Amotion was made to grant $50
camp scholarships not to exceed atotal of
$500. This amount will be matched by
the Home Office in Omaha. This motion
was passed.

Peter Blyt announced that aNorth¬
west Danish Foundation soccer team is
being formed and is looking for sponsors.
He also reported his brother in Denmark

Headquarters was received regarding the
special convention tliat is to be held in
July. Kris Sand will attend as our del¬
egate.

It was moved, seconded and approved
to consolidate the June meeting with the
picnic. The executive committee will
meet to discuss next year's June activity
schedule.

Hanne Taekker w'ould like pictures
that were taken at the installation dinner.

Aproposed pol icy regarding tlie grant¬
ing of Himmelbjerget scholarships w'as
read. The executive committee felt that

each applicant should receive no less
than $50, which may result in increasing

President Kristensen (1) and Secretaiy Ken
Larsen (r) escort Thorvald Therp (c).

Ken Larsen, Sec.

FbfiLodge No. 126, Los Angeles, CA-
The last meeting was called to order by
President Karen Row'se with 25 mem¬
bers and two guests from Denmark,
Grethe and Ib Strange, present.

Karl Duus presented Carlo Chns-
tensen for membership. He was ap¬
proved.

The minutes from the last meeting
were read and approved.

Entertainment Chairman David Seale
suggested ada\' trip to Solvang for
Solvang Days.

We received atliank you note from tlie
Special OKmpics for our $100 dona¬
t i o n .

Fargo Civic Center (23-26 Indoors)
●Legoland Displays
●R e d R i v e r D a n e s A c t i v i t i e s
● D a n i s h F o o d
●Scandinavian Music/Dance/Foods/Craf ts
●Grandparent Grandchild Fun Tour

Concordia College (23-26)
●Woodcarvingjuried Exhibit
●Festival Banquet

Plains Art Miiseum(23-26)
●Rescue of the Danish Jews Exhibit

Trollwood Park (25-26 Outdoors)
● D a n i s h F o o d

●Scand inav ian Mus ic /Dance /Food /Cra f t s

SCflNDINflVIRN
HJEMKOMST

FESTIVfIL

17th Annual

JUNE 23-26, 1994
Fargo, North Dakota

M o o r h e a d , M i n n e s o t a

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a l i o n : ( 2 1 8 ) 2 3 3 - 8 4 8 4
1 0 7 R i v e r s h o r e D r i v e S o u t h

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560

"Top 25 Annual Group
T o u r F f s i i v a h 1 9 9 4 - 9 5 M i n n f s o t a " read, ac-Thc treasurer's report was

cepted and filed for audit.
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transfer members, Vernon Olsen, Ebba
Norby, Keith Wright and Gitte Norby.

Followingthe March meeting, agame
ofpirate bingo was enjoyed. Harveyand
Alice Rasmussen planned this event.

Alice Rasmussen, Cor.

The Brotherhood Swimfest is planned his family,
for August 6at Doris Christensen's home ’
in Agoura. Thank you Doris.

Delegates elected to the Califomia-
Nevada District Convention to be held

July 28-30 in Anaheim are Kate Krake
Nielsen, Doris Christensen, David Seale,
Inger Dix and John Kristensen. Poul
Dalby Andersen is the alternate. Each
delegate will receive $200 to cover ex¬
p e n s e s .

Refreshments were served by Helene
Kristensen and Karen Rowse.

L

Lodge No. 345, Orange County, CA-
The April 16 meeting was called to order
by President Ken Olsen. We introduced
visitors, George, Melissa, Ryan and
Natal ie Chadwick. The minutes were

read and approved and the treasurer's

Brother Astrup accepts his certificate.

Kate Krake Nielsen, Cor.
Inger Dix, Cor.

Betty Seale, Sec.
The April 22 social called for potluck

and games and over 35 members and
guests attended. Games included rou¬
lette, poker, canasta, uno and acouple of, Lodge No. 143, Petaluma, CA-Our contest and an updated version of how
others. Everyoneappearedtoenjoythem- new officers are: Past President, Frank points will be accumulated.

Taddei; President, Andy Andersen; Vice
MartinAstrup,amemberofourlodge, President,LarryParks;Secretary,Henry ship to move our alternate delegate,

celebrated his 96th birthday. We pre- Brown; Treasurer, Walt Miller; Trust- Ardythe Wiegandt, to delegate position
sentedflowersandacertificateofmeritto ees, Harvey Rasmussen and Jim P. and add Toni Olsen Gossett and Kandy
Martinfortheoccasion. Martinhasbeen Larsen; Conductor, Tom Wilson; and Chappell as alternates. These adjust-
amember for 29 years. He was bom in Guard, Jack Hansen.
North Denmark and moved to the United

report was given.
Aconvention report was given by

Toni Gossett. Sheexplainedthe in-lodge

It w'as decided upon by the member-se lves .

ments were made because we are entitled
We were pleased to present 25-year to additional delegates under the 1993

States in 1929. He lived in the Chicago pins to the following members; Donnadistrict bylaw change. All regular del-
area before moving and settling in Cali- Larsen, Dr. Jim A. Larsen, Ray Larsen,egates will receive their delegate fee at
fomia where he worked as alandscaper. Jane(Larsen) Spiller and Norman Chris-the July meeting.
It was apleasure and privilege to help tensen.
c e l e b r a t e t h e o c c a s i o n w i t h M a r t i n a n d

Following the business meeting, cv-
We were pleased to welcome four eryonc gathered for bingo. Many thanks

for all who participated and for your
bingo prize donations. Thanks also to
Ardytlie and Jim Wiegandt and Commit¬
tee #3 for tlie delicious refreshments

BIEN-every week year ’round
...be aBien subscriber

...and get the latests news from Denmark

...local news too for only $26 per year

s e r v e d .

We will hold agarage sale on Satur¬
day, June 18, beginning at 8a.m. at the
Gossetts. We urgently need garage sale
donations. We need to generate revenue
to complete our raffle prizes for the
convention. If you have any items you
can donate, please bring them to Toni's
prior to June 18 or call Ken Olsen or
Gary Gossett and your items will be
picked up.

The Spencer Nielsen Award estab¬
lished in 1988 is aHolgcr Danskc Lodge
Award given out in recognition of one
outstanding lodge member. Ifyou would
l ike to nominate amember f rom our

lodge, please submit in one page or less

B I E N

Only Danish weekly in the U.S. -since 1882
□Yes, Iwould like to subscribe to Bien. Ihave enclosed acheck for $26

($32 in U.S. funds outside the United States). Send to:
Bien, 1527 W. Magnolia Blvd., Burbank, CA 91506

N a m e

A d d r e s s

City S t a t e Z i p
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why you feel your nominee deserves this
honor. Written nominations will be ac¬

cepted at our June and July meetings.
Please submit all vNTitten nominations to
P r e s i d e n t K e n O l s e n .

75yearsofmembership. Raymond'sson
had aspecial pin made for him and
presented it to him. Other family mem¬
bers were in attendance.

Chris Juhl, 68 years; James K. Larsen,
53 years; Clifford Larsen, 55 years; and
Werner Jensen, 61 years.

BUI andMerilee JorgensenofMinden,
our District Fraternal Coordinators, were
our guests. Bill presented agreeting
from the district.

The remainder of the evening was
devoted to listening or dancing to music
and general conversation. It was ade¬
lightful and memorable evening.

We will have our 3rd annual fish fiy
on June 7with Jim Christiansen as chef

Flo Hansen, Cor.

Toni Olsen Gossett, Cor.

FtiRpFbLodge No. 346, Riverside, CA-
We had agreat "bad times" meal at the
Petersen's. Darlene did agreat job on the
stewand atmosphere. Prior to the dinner.
President Richard Perez held ameeting
and we installed our newest member,
Christina Del Grippo. Welcome, Tina,
we are happ>' to have anew "young"
member and look forward to some of our

other youth doing the same.
Pete Petersen discussed the upcom¬

ing Special Convention in Omaha. He
wanted to know how we felt as he will

represent our lodge.
The following members were elected

as delegates to the upcoming district
convention: Kaja Del Grippo, Lynda
Jones and Sue Patterson. Richard Perez
and Bill Del Grippo will serve as alter¬
nates. Tina Del Grippo will represent the
youth as the youdi delegate and Brajidy
Adkins as alternate. There is still enougli
money in our youth ftind to pay for the
packages for our youth who want to
attend the convention.

Lodge No. 84, Lincoln, NE—Our April
10 meeting was in honor of the 99th
birthday of our lodge. Acatered dinner
was enjoyed by 41 attendees. Ourthanks
to the Brotherhood for making all the
arrangements for the dinner and subsi¬
dizing the cost.

Following dinner, those members hav¬
ing birthdays in April were acknowi-
edged and for those present we sang
"Happy Birthday". This was followed
by announcements.

The group was entertained by Chris
Sayre, alocal musician who collects,
researches andplays all kinds ofmusieal
instruments. For our enjoyment, he
brought aconcertina, button accordion,
mandolin, harp zither, bowed zither,
dulcimer and asaw. He told us the

75-year member Raymond Jensen and
P r e s i d e n t R u t h N i e l s e n .

PresidentNielsen also recognized 25-
year members Joyce Christensen and
Deloris Hansen. Paul Festersen, who is
also a25-year member, was not present.

Sue Patterson, Sec.

country' or countries where each instru¬
ment originated, some history' on each
and, to our pleasure and delight, played
acouple tunes on each. It w'as adelight¬
ful program. ThankstoGladys Sorensen,
our program coordinator.

N e b r a s k a

Lodge No. 1, Omaha, NE—We cel¬
ebrated our 112tli anniversary witli a
catered dinner held at Vennelyst Park
Pavilion with 100 people attending. Mem¬
ber Annette Andersen made rum pud¬
ding. CommitteemembersincludedAndy
and Annette Andersen, LillianGranholm,
Viola Cook and Jim Christiansen.

Andy Andersen led us in tlie Danish
table prayer. Our program recognized
membership anniversaries. Annette
Andersen led us in singing "Dcr er et
Yndigt Land".

Raymond F. Jensen. Sr. was recog¬
nized by President Rutli Nielsen for his

Pres. Nielsen with 25-ycar members Deloris
Hansen and Joyce Christensen.

Gayle Miller, Cor.Other members recognized for 50-
years or more include Paul Grobeck, 53
years; H. Chris Jorgensen, 67 years: LodgeNo. 161, Ruskin,NE—The April

9meeting was opened by President
Howard Madsen and he also led the Flag
Salute. Thirty -six people were present to
enjoy ahamburger fiy’, salad and dessert
m e a l .

Amotion was made, seconded and
carried to give $1.00 per member to die
District Scholarship Fund.

The Christmas dinner and party was50-yearplus members: H. Chris Jorgensen,
Paul Grobeck and Chr is Juhl .
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as aguest. Senator Fink shared his
Danish heritage and also some insight
into the legislative process and some key
actions of the current session.

announced by the December committee.
It will be held December 9at the Elks
Club in Superior.

Discussion was held regarding chang¬
ing the state picnic in Ruskin due to the
conflict with the new museum in Elk
Horn. It w'as decided not to change the
date because it had been advertised to all
district lodges.

President Madsen thanked the com-

mitteeforthegoodmeal. Thecommittee
consisted of Fern Miller, Eugene and
Geraldine Schultz and Harold and Ema
Mar tens .

Geraldine Schultz, Sec. BUI Fink and member Svend Christensen.
Mike Bredesky provided entertainment.

FtiftoLodge No. 206, Blair, NE~We
were honored to have Andy and Annette
Andersen as our guests at our last meet¬
ing. Theyshowedusslidesffomatripto
D e n m a r k .

Remember theNebraskaD is t r i c tP i c -
nic will be held in Ruskin on June 12 and

the district convention is tentatively
planned for August 11-12 in Omaha.

Helen McNichoIs, Sec.

Svend Christensen spoke at Beth El
Jacob Synagogue in Des Moines on April
7duringtheobservanceofYomHashoah,
the memorial day for victims of the Ho¬
locaust. Svend, aformer member of the
Danish harbor police, told about his role
and the role of many other Danes in
saving the Jews.

Michael J. Nelson, grandson ofmem-
ber Judy Meehan, was one of three appli¬
cants recently selected to receive a$300
Heartland District college scholarship.
Michael is a1994 graduate of Valley
High School in West Des Moines and
will attend the University of Iowa this

L

Lodge No. 211, Grand Island, NE—
Distr ic t President Glen Haselbart l i of

Minden was aguest attlic April meeting.
Walt and Betty Alderman and Lois
Stevens were hosts for the evening. The
program honored the April birthdays of
Queen Margrethe of Denmark and the
lastauthor Hans Christian Andersen. A

A r n e S o r c n . s c n w e l c o m e . s n e w m e m b e r

L i n d a C h r i s t e n s e n .

D a n i s h C o n f e r e n c e
quiz about Andersen's stories was won
by Glen Haselbarth.

How do you go about tracing your roots in Denmark? What would
be the memories of a7year-old being smuggled out of Denmark on afisliing boat
during the Nazi occupation? What have been the advajitages as well as problems
of Denmark being part of the European Union?

Vei aPetersen, Sec.

H e a r t l a n d
To learn the answers to these questions, Northwest Danes and friends are

meeting at the annual Pacific Northwest Danish Cultural Conference on June
2 4 - 2 6 .Ft)Ft>R:iLodge No. 15, Des Moines, lA-

Our annual potluck dinner took place on
April 11. While enjoying delicious good¬
ies, we were entertained with accordion
music by guest Mike Bredesky. New
member Linda Christensen was initiated
and welcomed into the lodge

Member Svend Christensen, who
works at the Iowa Senate during legisla¬
tive sessions, brought Senator Bill Fink

Held at the Menucha Retreat and Conference Center overlooking the Colum¬
bia River nearCorbett, Oregon, the program includes speakers, discussions, Danish
lajiguage and literary classes, nature walks, singing, and folk dancing. The
conference begins at noon on Friday and ends following lunch on Sunday.

To ensure aplace at this popular conference, register now. F o r m o r e

information, write Pacific Northwest Cultural Conference, 6501 106th Ave. N.E.,
Kirkland, WA 98033 or call (206) 822-7649,

18



the lodge for awonderful evening.
Adelicious lunch was served by Hilda

Hansen including acake honoring Jens
Nielsen. Marge Paulson played the pi¬
ano taking requests from the group. It
was an evening enjoyed by all.

Pete and Ast r id Petersen. As wel l as the

monthly meeting, we were privileged to
celebrate the 60th wedding anniversaiy'
of Pete and Astrid. Pete is the only
remaining charter member of our lodge
which held its first meeting in 1929.

f e l l .

Members were thrilled to learn that
we have earned the Gold Award for our
1993 activities.

OnJune 13,wewill meet in the former
Avalon Theater now owned by
Grandview College located on East 9th
StreetbetweenBoydandHull. Magician
Orville Ballard fi'om Polk City is return¬
ing after presenting such an entertaining
show last year. We want lots of kids to
join us again.

Lodge No. 219, Clear Lake, lA—The
April 9meeting was called to order by
President Thorvald Sorensen following a
delicious lunch served by our members
for the Heartland District Board meeting.
Member Steven Sorensen is president of
the district. Thorvald Sorensen will be
our delegate to the Special Convention
set for July to discuss merging with Sons
ofNorway.

On June 11 and 12, we will go to Elk
Horn for the grand opening festivities of
the Danish Immigrant Museum, If you
plan to go and need aride, contact
Thorvald and Beverly Sorensen or Ken
and Evelyn Gutterman to make arrange¬
m e n t s .

Harvey Andersen, Cor.

Lodge No. 121, Tyler, MN—President
Delno Hansen called the May 7meeting
to order. The pledge to the flag was
recited. The secretary and treasurer’s
reports were read and accepted as read.

Several guests were present to help
recognize 60-year member, Jens Nielsen.
He became amember of the Danish
Brotherhood in Dagmar, Montana.

Ashort reading was given by Tlierkel
Jorgensen regarding the limber pines that
grow and survive on the tops of moim-
tains. Itwasagoodsummationofthclife
of Jens and Ellen. Jens himself tliankcd

Congratulations Pete and Astrid.

Our 1994 officers are: President Judie

Nealson, Vice President Ruth Kephart,
Secretary CaroKm Bickford, and Trea¬
surer Rubv Arnold.

Kathy Sonsalla, Cor. Carolyn Bickford, Sec.

Lodge No. 326, West Branch, lA—At a
recent meeting, we met at tlie home of

Lodge No. 341, Kimballton-Elk Horn,
lA~We met on April 25. Afellowship

In grateful remembrance of their service and
fellowship, we honor those members who have
passed away since the last report.Lest We Forget

Lodge
N o . L o c a t i o n

Y e a r
J o i n e d

D a t e o f
D e a t h A g e B i r t h p l a c eN a m e

8 8 Cortland, Illinois
Mexico
Denmark

Chicago, Illinois
Avon, South Dakota ...
Laesso, Denmark
Demnark
Nebraska

Copenhagen, Denmark
Holback, Denmark
Demark
Scotland

Benson, Iowa
Nakskov, Denmark
Demark 

Denmark

1924A n d r e w E . B o d t k e r

Flemming Tlioll ....
Carlo Olesen
Marion Erikseii
Chester A. Sattler..
Raymond Andreasen ....81
Andrew Poulsen

John C. Hansen, Sr..
Amo Sorensen
Frezei Poulsen

E r h a r d t D . A n d e r s e n

Alexander Gailey ....
Alber t C. Petersen . . .
W i l l i a m B . S t e f f e n s e n . . 8 8

Axel Springborg
Jens Krabbe

268 .... Junction City, Oregon
328 .... Vancouver. British Columbia
328 .... Vancouver, British Columbia
.. 35 .... Chicago. Illinois
.. 14 .... Kenosha, Wisconsin
325 .... Nassau County, New York ...
227 .... Detroit, Michigan
.... 1.... Omaha, Nebraska
.. 32 .... New Haven, Coiuiecticut
700 .... Omaha, Nebraska
264 .... Pocatallo. Idalio

183 .... Troy, New York
263 .... Askov, Mimiesota

325 .... New Haven, Connecticut
126 .... Los Angeles. California
263 .... Askov. Minnesota

1 2 - 2 2 - 8 9
2 - 1 4 - 9 4 . .
2 - 2 6 - 9 4 . .

3 - 1 8 - 9 4 . .

4 - 1 5 - 9 4 . .
3 - 2 4 - 9 4 . .

4 - 2 0 - 9 4 . .
5 - 2 - 9 4 . . .
4 - 9 - 9 4 . . .
3 - 2 1 - 9 4 . .
4 - 1 - 9 4 . . .
4 - 5 - 9 4 . . .
2 - 9 - 9 4 . . .
4 - 1 3 - 9 4 . .
2 - 2 9 - 9 2 . .
5 - 1 0 - 9 4 . .

6 3 1 9 8 7
1 9 7 47 3

1 9 8 87 !
199181

1977
1 9 7 48 8
1 9 8 57 9
1 9 5 97 2
1 9 5 28 2
19517 2
19658 7
19488 0
1940
1 9 3 89 4

19439 0
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Smith and Bob Nelson along with Bob
and Elaine Ibsen w-ho attended.

The date for the Midwest District golf
outing has been changed from July 24 to
July lOduetotheSpecialNational Con¬
v e n t i o n .

The Midwest District trap shoot is
scheduled for Saturday, June 11, begin¬
ning at 9am in Dwight, Illinois. Lunch
will follow for $6.50 each.

aebleskiver and other Danish delicacies.
Profits are used to support the lodge's
favorite charities.

coffee was enjoyed by all present. Presi¬
dent Mel Boose opened the meeting with
apledge to the American Flag.

It w'as agreed to have meetings every
month as we are slow getting started this
year. Dennis Nissen gave us information
about the opening of the Danish Immi¬
grant Museum.

Gina Graving gavean amusing drama
program she presented in speech compe¬
tition. She wrote the selection for which

she received a"I" at the state speech
c o n t e s t .

The next meeting will be held at 6pm
on June 27 at the Danish Immigrant
M u s e u m .

Secretary Otto Larsen reported on the
status of the merger with Sons of Nor-

He assured the members morew a y ,

would be known after aspecial national
convention in July.

Members discussed attending the of¬
ficial opening ceremony of the Danish
Immigrant Museum in Elk Horn later
this month.

Robert Ibsen, Cor.

[iiFbLodge No. 34, Dwight, IL- -Presi¬
dent Richard Perschnick opened our last
meeting with the pledge to the flag. We
sang "God Bless America" and the Dan¬
ish National Anthem led by Paul Sloth
and accompanied by Dorothy Dawson.
Kristi Hanley showed slides of her col¬
lege sponsored trip to Australia wfrere
she was studying marine biolog>'.

Areport was given on our aebleskiver
breakfast, sausage sale, raffle and krin-
gle sale. We made anice profit.

President Perschnick introduced our
guests, Mr. and Mrs. Woody Petersen
and Mrs. and Mrs. Paul Sloth, all from
Chicago Lodge No. 35.

Woody presented Margaret Goodwin
witli aframed certificate from the Na¬
tional Board of Directors for her many
years as lodge secretary' and new'sletter
reporter.

He also presented Leo Pedersen \vith
aframed certificate of merit from tlie
National Board of Directors along with a
50-year pin.

Members went to the Legion on Sat¬
urday. April 9, toclcan the w'alls and light
fixtures. Tlie Legion gave us amonth's
free rent for ajob well done.

We are planning atrip to aCubs game
on August 28.

Virginia and Ken Gause reported on
their talk to local students. They dis¬
cussed Danish and other Scandinavian

customs and histoiy. Virginia also pre¬
sented the class with mobiles depicting
Scandinavia. The students and teachers

expressed great interest in the presenta-
Bob Wallace, Cor.

Robert Sorensen, Cor.

M i s s o u r i
t i o n .

M i d w e s t
Lodge No. 56, Kansas City, MO—We
celebrated our 102ndanniversaryinApril.
Jean Piinds coordinated the catered din¬

ner. President Dean Larsen opened the
meeting. Plans were discussed for the
lodge's participation in the 1994 Ethnic
Enrichment Festival at Kansas City's
Swope Park. The lodge booth serves

iTiFilFiLodge No. 14, Kenosha, WI—
The golf league had its organizational
meeting and could use afew more golf¬
ers. If interested, contact Warren Piehl.

Wehadanothersuccessful St inkClub

serving chicken
cacciatore and all of

the trimmings. It
w a s

thanks to ChefJohn
M i k u s . T h a n k s

once again to this
committee headed

by Dean Hansen
along with John
Sullivan and War¬
ren Piehl. Last one
for the season.
The Midwest Dis¬
trict bowling tour¬
nament was held in
Glenwood, Illinois,
sponsored by Chi¬
cago LodgeNo. 35.
Bowlers were Don

Servais, Chuck
Woelffer, John
Hosmanek, Andy

J e n s e n W o r l d T r a v e l d e l i c i o u s

1 1 3 7 C e n t r a l
WiLuene. IL 60091

7 0 8 - 2 5 6 - 5 5 5 0
F a x : 7 0 8 - 2 5 6 - 5 5 6 3

1 - 8 0 0 - T - J E N S E N

W e O f f e r L o w e s t F a r e s P o s s i b l e !

C a r o l A n d e r s o n D o r j a t hTor D. Jensen, C.T.C.

A F R I C A S A F A R I F r o m S 3 6 8 5 . 0 0
*]! day ALB.-\TROS All Inclusive Tour

S I L V E R S E A C R U I S E S
* D D . 4 Y R e m e m b e r e d f r o m S 4 I 9 5 . 0 0

* E D E N S o f t h e I N D I A N O C E A N f r o m S 4 5 4 5 . 0 0
F r o m A F R I C A t o t h e - S E Y C H E L L E S

Marge Lauritsen, Sec.

Lodge No. 35, Chicago, IL-Makeplans
now to attend our annual scholarship
dinner on June 17. Call Ray Nielsen for
reservations. Adult tickets are $8 and $4
for children age 12 and under. Cocktails
will be served beginning at 6:30 pm
followed by dinner at 7pm. Entertain-

EASTERN &ORIENT Express -from SI680.00
*Singapore to Bangkok and the River Kwai.

4th of July -Danish FAIRY TALE Cruise from S1555.00

Discounts available on Cruises, Tours, Hotels, Cars.
Special from -AVIS in Scandinavia ,Poland &the Baltics
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merit for the evening will be line dancing, series and the Kringles took 3rd. The the Harvest Festival is on September 18
Frikadeliers took 2nd and the andwillbehandledbyEmmaPenza. The

bus will leave the Danish Athletic Club at
10 am.

There w'ere approximately 50 mem¬
bers present at the April meeting which KarbonaderstookSthintheladies'handi-
was opened by President Christensen, cap series.
Minutes of the last meeting were read.
Henry Jepsen gave the treasurer's report.
Bills were read and approved.

An afghan donated by Emma PenzaIndividual prizes were as follows:
ladies' individual scratch series, Grethe will be raffled off for our Project Hope
Jepsen 3rd; men's individual handicap which is toys for hospitalized children at

Woody Petersen then explained that series, Woody Petersen 1st; ladies' indi- Lutheran Medical Center. Elly Brinkman
the merger of the DBIA and Sons of vidual handicap series, Doris Peterson is also donating atote bag to be raffled off
Norway is being discussed. He stated 3rd; men's individual scratch game, Jim with the afghan.
there would be aone day special conven- Johanson 1st; ladies' individual scratch Robert Connor, our representative to
tion in Omaha for delegates to vote on the game, Wanda Nielsen 2nd; ladies' indi- the Edison Home, reported that the ex-
proposed merger. Our delegate is Ray vidual handicap game, Jodie Sloth 1st plosionintheCityofEdisonhadnoaffect
Nielsen. Paul Sloth is our alternate and Ethel Orszulak 3rd. on the Home. Everyone was safe and

Elsa Petersen, Cor. well.delegate.
In the special events department,

Henry Jepsen and Minnie Richard have ftiFbLodge No. 36, Milwaukee, Wl—
decided that August 12 will be the evening At our April 25 meeting, we discussed and candy for our monthly raffles and

our participation in the Scandinavian monies went to the General Fund.
Gloria Jacobsen, Cor.

Robert Connor, Ronnie Larsen, Gloria
Jacobsen donated cookies, Danish hat

that Lodge No. 35 will attend aWhite
Sox game. There are 48 tickets avail- Festival to be held Saturday, June 11.
able,butrememberthisisanactivitythat Elsie Hein, Chairperson for our sales

geared for children and they v\ill have booth, called our attention to items re¬
priority as far as space and tickets are
concerned. They must be under age 16 our

Lodge No. 294, Barre, VT-The mem-
quired to make this event asuccess for bers gathered at the lodge rooms to cel-

lodge. Our booth will feature breads ebrate an Easter dinner with 15 members
and pastries from O&H Bakery in Racine present and little Gunner Lunde. The

meal was enjoyed by all in attendance.
The committee in charge included

I S

and alodge member.
Henry Jepsen spoke on behalf of the plushomemadebakeditemsbyourmem-

Scholarship Committee and asked that bers. Volunteers are needed.
$1.000 be transferred to the Scholarship
Fund as mentioned last month. The refreshments served following the meet-

We thank Barbara Larsen for the Francis Taft and Harold Thygesen. Af¬
ter dinner, we held our regular monthly
meeting and ended with Anna Nielsen

Albert Larsen, Cor. leading the group in singing "God Bless
Amer i ca " .

motion passed.
He also mentioned that we will be

m g .

getting the $20,000 back w'hich we have
invested in the Lodge Savings Program Lodge No. 343, Waupaca, Wl-Our
offered through the National Headquar- April 28 meeting was called to order by
lers President Vivian Jensen at the Trinity Lodge No. 342, Bucks County, PA—

Geert Pedersen and Niels Malmquist

Leah Taft, Sec.

Thebow'lingtoumamentheldonApril Lutlicran Church. The Pledge of Alle-
16 was fiin. There w'ere 102 bowlers giance was given. The secretary's report were chosen as delegates to the Eastern

Lodges Convention over Labor Day.
Arnold Jensen got the job as alternate.

The frikadeller and Danish potato

was read and approved. There was no
treasurer's report. Correspondence was

from the various lodges in the district.
After bowling, many stayed for adeli¬
cious buffet lunch served at the bowling read and filed.

We sang Happy Birtliday for those salad served w'ere appreciated and the
scavenger hunt which followed was ftm.

Niels Malmquist, Cor.

alley. Afterwards, lots of folks went to
Frank and Linda Connery's home for having birthdays in April. Following our
serious discussions about the bowling! meetmg, adelicious lunch w'as served
The popcorn machine w'as going frill followed by card bingo,
blast, the bar was busy and eveiy'one had
agreat time. Frank and Linda are great
hosts.

Gladys Petersen, Sec.

G C E L

The Pony Express and Space Timers
teams from Dwiglit took home tlie trav¬
eling trophies. Congratulations! Our
lodge won the following: the Early Birds
took 2nd place in the men's handicap

Lodge No. 164, New York, NY—Our
April meeting opened w'ith tlie salute to
the flag. Our bus trip to Edison Home for
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It's possible that the only operating Danish mill in
the world exists in Elk Horn, Iowa, reminding Jorgen Brotherhood in America, 3717 Harney Street, Omaha,
again of the many things America and Denmark share. Nebraska 68131-3844. Be sure to include your name,
The windmill was 127 years old when it was taken apart address and date of birth. You do not have to be a
in Noire Sned, Jutland, and reassembled in Elk Horn, member of the DBIA to win. Four prizes are awarded
Visiting the mill just after its completion in 1976, everymonth,oneforthefollowingagegroups:2-4,5-
Jorgen and Bansen watch as it grinds locally harvested 7, 8-9 and 10-12.
grain into flour.

Please color this picture and send it to the Danish

May winners: Sara Rasmussen and Maryjan Hansen.

G r a n d m a ' s K i t c h e n D i l l B u t t e r

(Dildsmer)
C r e a m e d B u t t e r

(Rort Smdr)
7-8 oz. but ter

3hardboiled egg yolks, finely chopped
2-3 Tbsp. chopped fresh dill
ground pepper to taste

7-8 oz . bu t te r

afew drops of warm water

Cream the butter as in first recipe. Add chopped egg yolks and
dill, season with pepper. Serve with smoked fish, grilled fish

Place butter in an electric mixer, add a
few drops of water to speed creaming. Serve
with vegetables. For variations, add chopped parsley or if or as aspread for open faced sandwiches or canapes,
served with fish, add drops of lemon juice and alittle white

Gunild Ostergaard

p e p p e r . H o r s e r a d i s h B u t t e r

(Peberrodssmer)
7-8 oz . bu t te r

1oz. freshly grated horseradish

Cream the butter as above. Add grated horseradish. Serve with roast beef, boiled or fried fish, or as aspread for open
faced sandwiches or canapes.
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Viking Adventures
Coming Together--A Beginning Keeping Together-Progress

Working Together-Success

The New Gliicksborg Museum:
Resplendent, Regal Rooms

In May 1994, some of the splendid official and private rooms in Amalienborg Palace in
Copenhagen, the official residence of the Queen of Denmark, opened to the public for the first
time. The rooms, reconstructed to the period 1863 to 1947, will be called the Gliicksborg
Museum, in honor of
Family,
ascended the th rone

light is the period
reign of King Chris-
T h e i t e m s i n h i s

drawing room, gifts
children, reflect his
"father-in-law to Eu-
d a u g h t e r s , - -
Edward VI I o f En-

Dagmar, wed Czar
Russia; ason be-
and agrandson, king
open to the public is
Christian X(1870-
asymbol of national
Geiman occupation
World War II, when
J e w s w e r e s u c c e s s -

Sweden. Along with
costume gallery and
be open to the pub-
M u s e u m
d i v i s i o n s o f t h e
lection; the other is

the reigning Royal
Glucksborgs, who
in 1863. The high-
devoted to the long
tianDC(1818-1906).
study andhis queen's
from his far-flung
u n o f fi c i a l s t a t u s a s

t h e

rope." One of his
Alexandra, married
g l a n d ; a n o t h e r,
A l e x a n d e r I I I o f

came king of Greece;
of Norway. Also
the study of King
1947), who became
resistance during the
of Denmark during
most of the Danish
fully evacuated to
the period rooms, a
ajewelry room will
lie. The Gliicksborg
comprise one of two
Royal Danish Col-
at Rosenborg Palace.

King Christian X's study is part of the new Gliicksborg
Museum, which opend at Amalienborg Palace in Copen¬
hagen.

r o o m s
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Apron and Potholder Sets Available
This apron and potholder set are perfect for the Danish cook. The set is on sale to members for $20.70 and
is $22.95 for non-members. The items can be purchased separately too.

M e m b e r P r i c e
S16 .00

S6 .75
S20 .70

N o n - M e m b e r P r i c e
$ 1 7 . 9 5

$ 7 . 7 5
$ 2 2 . 9 5

Apron
P o t h o l d e r
S e t

Yes, Iwould like to order:
(quantity)

Ihave enclosed my check in the amount of:
(item/s)

N a m e

A d d r e s s

City Sta te Zip
Apron &Potholder -Actual colors: Red with white
trim. Actual apron size; 38 inches in length. Mail to: Danish Brotherhood in America, 3717 Harney St.,

Omaha, ME 68131-3844.

U S P S 1 4 8 - 1 8 0
P O S T M A S T E R : I F U N D E L I V E R ¬
ABLE AS ADDRESSED, NOTIFY
U S P R O M P T L Y O N F O R M 3 5 7 9 .

P r o u d To B e A D a n e ?
We’re proud of our Danish heritage and would like more information about The Danish
Brotherhood. We understand we can become members even tliough we may not be near
alocal lodge. We will receive American Dane each month as members and be eligible
to apply for other membership benefits. Please send information to;

T h e D a n i s h B r o t h e r h o o d i n A m e r i c a

3717 Harney Street
Omaha, NE 68131-3844

Member: Send your address change, before
moving for continued service.
Notice!! List all family members affected by
this change.
Ibelong to Lodge No.

My number in the lodge is

Other Family Members:
N a m e Age

N a m eS t r e e t A d d r e s s Age

City, State, Zip N a m e Age
N a m e

(
Telephone N a m e Age

N e w S t r e e t A d d r e s s

Mail to: The Danish Brotherhood in America
3717 Harney Street

Omaha, Ne 68131-3844
City, State, Zip Code
Telephone (

Second Class postage paid
at Omaha, Nebraska.

L A ^ S E N ^ C A 9 0 L M
> 5 7 1 C O S H O - ^ e O d
? 1 I L W A U K E E

0 3 6 - 0 3 6 4

D a t e d M a t e r i a l
Do Not Delay
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