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RESPONSIBILITY, ITS SORROWS AND JOYS
A S E R M O N T O P A S T O R S

By Nathan Sbderblom

YChristian Brothers! There is nothing we need
more than the joys of responsibility, nothing we
miss more than this joy. But that it may come to

us it is necessary that asense of responsibilty may be
found among us; wherever this sense is alive also the sor¬
rows of responsibility appear.

The holy lessons which have just been read from the
altar (1 Cor. 9,11; Luke 12, 41-48) speak to us of our
great responsibility, as it is presented to us in the parable
of our Savior in Luke 12 about the servant’s responsibili¬
ty to his master, and in St. Paul’s stirring words to the
Corinthians about the constraint which rests upon aser¬
vant of the Gospel.

With these words of Scripture for my text Ishall
speak to you about the sense of responsibility, its sorrows
and its joys.

Whatever else may be said, it is certain that the fear
of assuming responsibility is one of the weaknesses of our
times. This lack of personal moral corn-age cannot be re¬
medied by shoving off our responsibility on society.
Things general exist only by virtue of their parts. Every
step of progress involves acertain element of risk. How
eager each individual is to unshoulder his responsibility
and push it on to an impersonal society! The individual
is quite willing to hide behind the many, behind society,
some organization or party in order to escape responsibili¬
ty. We find responsibility most pleasant to avoid, to put
our tiaist in society, or to direct our complaints against it.
It has become quite difficult to induce aperson willingly
to a.ssume ai-espon.sibi l i ty “ for his brother ’s sake. ’’ Look
on and criticize, we are willing to do that. Perhaps we are

to join’’ as the others do, es¬
pecially where those others are many. But to take up a
cause on our own responsibility, that is quite another mat¬
ter, we hesitate.

However excellent the social order and its laws may
become, the society in which the individual avoids that
risk and inconvenience which are implied in responsibility
W)I) be awi'ctelicd one,
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nr for another, the teacher for his pupils, the pastor for
his congregation, etc. Mon are always seeking panaceas,
b u t . n o n e , . s n e . h a r e t o b e f o i i i i d . T h e r o a t l o f i i i o r a l l i v i i i ; ^
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cation. There are shining example.s, men and women, of
high and of low estate in our own land. Perhaps they were
not given recognition according to the judgment of the
world. It happens that people are better disposed toward
pret ty speeches and resolut ions than toward moral cour¬
age and an active sense of responsibility.

This fear of genuine responsibility is felt no less in
the work of the church. It shows itself in asort of easy¬
going good-will which lets things go as they can. More
often, however, it occurs as akind of theoretical severity,
by virtue of which the pastor holds himself aloof from his
congregation. Aserious minded and conscientious pastor
recently said concerning his parishioners and their yotmg
people: “I have told them all this, Ihave for-bidden it; so
now they must bear the responsibility, Ihave tried—but
it would not go.’’ Is it so certain that everything has been
tr ied? Hear the words of our Sav ior ; “Who is the fa i th¬
ful and useful steward ...?’’ Perhaps the steward does
not become intoxicated and beat his fellow servants as in
the parable. Perhaps he only holds himself aloof—that is
l)ad enough!

The Cor inth ians had done and st i l l d id thei r best in
word and deed to alienate the apostle Paul; but nothing
could alienate him from love’s holy right to feel his re¬
sponsibility to those who did not wish that others should
assume responsibility for them. The feeling of respon¬
sibility drives him in the face of all oppo.sition “to be¬
come all things to all men to save some by all and every
m e a n s .

t f

Just because the apostle considers himself astewayd,
he feels himself in duty bound. He cannot say: “I feel
myself wholly suited to proclaim the gospel!’’ No, he
has no choice: “The necessity is upon me; woe unto me
if Ido not proclaim it. ’’ When Jeremiah would evade
speaking, “his heart became as aconsuming fire,’’ which
he could not bear. The same was true of Paul. Something
like this involuntary divine compulsion must be the eon-
trolling power in every preacher ’s work, and this will
IHTVtiil liiiii frmii If-Uiiig- iii- iiiiiiiniiziiig- liift I’eeliiig’ of
reapoi iHib i l i ly. Hut under Ihoae (ure i lmstanees l ie enn no
less than Jei-ciiiiah aiul i-nul avoid the .aoi-rows of i-espoii
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“lio\v often would Ihove gnthered thy children lofifelh
er—“!‘'athcr, forgive them, for they know not what
lliey do!”—Al.so Paul uiidei-sl mid this. We see iii his lel-
lor.s (o Uni'iiilli ilow grieverl lui wii,s, liow they had suc¬
ceeded in tbiiehiiig his soi-est spot. He kiiew that he eotdd
jiivo tlifiiii Jiisj what llipy iippdc.d lontj); pf all jl)i|t noiy they
eonsidored liim of small acconnt and turned to others. And
yet he, did pot at any point eynde i-pspppsi|)ility.
sort ot' anxieties and disappointments awaits him who

(Continned on Ool. t .38)
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T H E U N I T E D L U T H E R A N C H U R C H I N A M E R I C A
T h e r o o t s o f L u t h e r a n i s m i n N o i ’ t h A m e r i c a s t r i k e

back to the colonizing by northeni European countries of
our eastern seaboard in the 17th century. With the Dutch
in New Amsterdam, the Swedes on the Delaware, and the
Germans that Penn induced to come to his “woods” were
devout Lutherans, seeking as timly as the refugees from
England, religious freedom and aplace for the establish¬
ment of their own faith. Since the year 1638 there have
been Luthex'an worshipers holding regular services in
w h a t i s n o w k n o w n a s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . A l ¬
though one hundred years went by before any synodical
organization was effected, yet the l ines of Lutheran
Church development are definitely traced back to the set¬
tlement in New Sweden, now New Jersey, in that year.

L u t h e r a n s h a d b e e n h e r e e a r l i e r t h a n t h a t . D a n e s h a d
explored Hudson Bay, and aLutheran pastor named Jans¬
s e n h a d d i e d t h e r e i n 1 6 2 0 . W i t h t h e D u t c h i n N e w A m ¬
sterdam in 1623 and 1625 there were Luteherans, but the
Dutch West India Company did not permit othei*s than
the Reformed church, and only wlien the English took
over the colony did regular Lutheran services begin. That
was in 1669. But with the coming of Pastor Torkillus in
New Sweden in 1639 there began asuccession of Lutheran
pastors that continued for nearly two hundred years.
While there was l itt le contact between this colonial church
and other Lutherans in America, and eventually all the
Swedish Lutheran churches were absorbed into the Epis¬
copalian Church, yet in three di.stinct ways the early
Swedish Lutherans contributed peimanently to American
Lutheran church life. First, theirs was the first colony
after Rhode Island to practice religioixs tolerance, and
they laid foundations for the bi'oa.d policy of William
Penn in that direction and for the peacefixl relationships
with the Indians he founded there. Secondly, one of their
pastors, Andrew Rundman, gave two years of his life to
serve Dutch Lutheran congregations in New York, and
later with other Swedish pastoi’s ordained Justus Falck-
ner to work among the Dxitch and Germans for twenty
years. Thirdly, their provost, Sandin, assisted in the for¬
mation of, although he did not join, the first Synod or¬
ganized in 1748, and their greatest pastor, Charles Magnus
Wrangel became awarm friend and helpfxil counselor of
William Melchior Muhlenberg.

Other colonies of Lixtherans kept coming to this land,
mostly from various parts of Germany, the most notable
and romantic of which was that of the Salzburgers near
Savannah, Georgia, in 1734. By the middle of the 18th
centuiy Lutherans formed asubstantial portion of the
population fi-om New York to Georgia. By the time of the
Revolution there were about 100 congregations of Imther-
ans in the colonies, and thousands of Lutherans not con¬
n e c t e d w i t h c h u r c h e s . I t i s a w e l l k n o w n f a c t t h a t t h e
German colonists were for the most part ardent Ameri¬
can patriots, and in all parts of the country, but especial¬
ly in Pennsylvania, New York and Georgia they were
among the most stalwai-t defenders of the newly pro¬
claimed independence.

This then is the background of the constituency of
the United Lutheran Church in America. It is the only
American Lutheran body whose constituents have been
identified with the nation since the days of its early colo¬
nization. Space forbids the mention of its many contribu¬
tions to American social forces. The name of its patriarch,
William Melchior Muhlenberg, and the record of his and
his family’s achievement may be used as typical of these
things. His wife’s father, Conrad Weiser, was the famous
Indian agent that kept the Five Nations loyal to the Revo¬

lution. The oldest son H. A. P. was first aminister, then
acongressman, and became American Minister to Austria.
General Peter Muhlenberg, was aright hand man of
George Washington. He became vice president of Penn¬
sylvania when Benjamin Franklin was president, and was
three times elected to Congi'ess. Frederick A. C., another
son, became Speaker in the first and third congi’e.sses. A
fourth son, G. H. E., was amusician, but notably ascien¬
tist. He has been called “the American Linnaeus,” be¬
cause of his preeminence as abotanist. Another son, F.
A., was physician, and his .son, Frederick Augustus, was a
pastor and theologian who was first president of Muhlen¬
berg College.

Following this tradition, the United Lutheran Church
in America has an active interest in educational, scien¬
tific, cultural, political, as well as religious developments
of the land, and numbers in its constituency men and
women preeminent in al l such l ines of endeavor.

Geographically the Chui-ch is spread from coast to
coast, and its congregations ai-e found in almost every
state except in Northern New England and some of the
Rocky Mountain states. Her greatc.st strength however
remains East of the Alleghany Mountains, and it may
l)c truthfully said that as aChurch she is eastern-minded.

Speaking of her place in America, we cannot neglect
afew words about her president, the Rev. Frederick H.
Knubel, D.D. He stands out on apar with all the best
known religious leaders in America; as preacher, church¬
man, cu l tu red gent leman, and influent ia l leader in
thought. Due largely to h is influence, the Lutheran
Church in America has gained aprestige and respect
among ecclesiastical groups that was sadly lacking before
the days of the 1918 merger that brought the United Lu¬
theran Church into being with Dr. Knubel as its president.
He has kept that office and has been elected with increas¬
ing unanimity at every biennial convention.

This body is really aUnited Church. The assumption
of that word in her title seems somewhat presumptuous
in view of the many bodies of Lutherans that have no part
in her. It may be that the “eastern-mindedness” spoken
of above blinded her somewhat to the strength of the Lu¬
t h e r a n i s m i n t h e W e s t . B u t i n v i e w o f t h e u n i o n t h a t a c t u ¬
ally made her possible, she is tnxly united. The three great
bodies that came together had been distinct for fifty years.
Many of their constituents too were entirely new since
the former separations. The story is arather complicated
tale. The Synod formed under Muhlenberg lasted, with a
few lapses, as the mother synod, the Ministerium of Penn¬
sylvania. In 1820 several other synods that had developed
in other parts of the country united with the Ministerium
to form the General Synod. Only two synods then exist¬
ing stayed out of that body, one of which the Tenne.ssee
Synod is now part of the United Lutheran Church. The
Joint Synod of Ohio never joined it, and now is in The
American Lirtheran Church, adistinct body. About the
time of the Civil War the southern synods left the General
Synod and became the United Synod of the South. In
1867 disagreement on doctrinal and institutional questions
caused another defection, led by the Ministerium of Penn¬
sylvania, and anew body was formed, called The Gen¬
eral Council. To this body several synods not formeidy
in the General Synod came also; but its greater strength
was from it. The 1918 merger was therefore aI'eunion of
liLstoric American Lutheranism, and really united prac¬
tically all Lutherans who could trace their history in
America, as far back as to the fir.st third of the 19th cen¬
tury. The one disuniting feature in the merger was the



L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S 1 3 41 3 3

ill the power of Truth itself to triumph, that it does not
feel ealled upon to go to extremes in its own measures to
safeguard it. For that reason it is not averse to open it¬
self somewhat to the charges of “unionism” from the
more conservative Lutheran groups that have not ha/i
such long experience with American trends. She is zeal¬
ous to testify among other Christians to the Truth she
knows, and in all of her associations with that in view she
has won respect and admiration of the non Lutherans for
h e r a d h e r e n c e t o a n d m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f h e r o l d f a s h i o n e d
Gospel theology.

Aword now about the strength of the United Lu¬
theran Church in America. She has abaptized member¬
ship of 1,450,000, of whom 1,100,000 are confirmed; the
largest body of Lutherans in America. As aChurch her
greatest activity is that of Foreign Missions. Her Board
does work in India, China, Japan, Liberia, Argentine, and
British Guinea. Chiefly evangelistic, it also maintains
many schools in those lands, ranging from kindergartens
to theological seminaries. Many institutions of mercy also
arc conducted. Over $650,000 was disbursed by this
board for actual work on foreign fields during the past
y e a r .

refusal of the Augustana Synod, which had belonged to
the General Council since its formation, to enter it.

That the union has been real is evidenced by the
complete merging of previously overlapping congrega¬
tions and of synods in all parts of its territory except in
Eastern Pennsylvania. At the present writing definite
movements toward such merging are under way there
also. The 45 constituent synods that entered have been
reduced to 31. Three new synods have been formed, mak¬
ing the number now 34. Its organization into Boards and
other agencies for the carrying on of its general work
have promoted an efficiency that could not be possible if
there were not real unity as well as union.

In this connection, however, it is worth noting that
with the unity that exists throughout the United Lutheran
Church, there is still left great autonomy in the synods,
To them is still given full authority for the determination
of their membership. The synods, not the general body,
ordain pastors. They also exercise full discipline. They
have ful l control of educat ional in.st i tut ions such as col¬
leges and theological .seminaries. In fact the Church itself
is constitutionally forbidden to organize, maintain, or
control such institutions. In many other ways the synods
are autonomous bodie.s, and could, if not restrained by
wi.sdom and by aspirit of unity with the Church itself,
exercise practically all the functions of ageneral church
body, such as missionary work or publication. That they
do not, is additional evidence of areal unity between
t h e m .

Next in size among her operations is Home Missions,
the work of enlarging the Church by bringing the Gospel
to people in North America. This she does through the
Board of American Mi.seions, which carries on its work
through 571 missionaries and workers who preach the
Go.spel in sixteen languages. Most of this work is de¬
voted to the estalfiishment of normal English Lutheran
congregations; but much German work is done in North¬
western Canada, and some is done also among Bfinnish,
Slovak, Italian, and Spanish people, and others. One In¬
dian mission is maintained, at Roeky Boy, Montana.
Work is done by this Board in Puerto Rico and the Vir¬
gin Islands. It disbursed for this work approximately
$400,000 in the past year.

In Inner Missions or welfare work, the United Church
as .such does l i t t le. I ts Boai-d however coordinates much
activity done liy congregations, synods, and intersynodieal
agencies. When it is said that there were 123 institutions
and agencies using 1,477 workers and seiwing 765,143
people at an outlay of $2,825,517 in 1932, it will be seen
why amore detailed aeeount eannot be given in this ar¬
t i c l e .

Amost important right reserved to the United Church
itself is that of determining external i-elation.ships of
synods and eongregations. That pi’events illconsidered af¬
filiation with any organizations or federations that might
eompi-omise the purity of the Faith.

The doctrinal po.sition of the United Gutheran Church
in America is soundly confes.sional. Its long experience
of contacts with religious movements that have .swept the
counti’y since colonial days has brought the eonvietion
that the only safe rule of faith and life for achurch that
calls itself Christian is the Bible reeognized without quali¬
fication as the Word of God; and for achurch that calls
itself Lutheran, the three eeumenical creeds and the hi.s-
torie confessions of the Reformation. In the early days
of the demand for the English language by her people,
she lost the Swedi,sh churches to the Episcopalians. Lan¬
guage was put above doctrine. In the past revolutionary
period the .swing to rabid Americanism and democracy
took whole synods away from Luther’s Small Catechism
and confirmation into revival ism and the mourners’ bench.
This indeed w'as one great cause leading to the schism be¬
tween the General Council and the General Synod in
1867. In those days to be an “American I/utheran
m e a n t t o b e a “ N e w M e a s u r e I m t h e r a n , ” a n d t h a t w a s
the contrary of aconfessional Lutheran. That accounts
f o r t h e a v o i d a n c e o f t h e t e r m “ A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
by churches of the U. L. C. A., and the i;se of “English
Lutheran” instead. To one who knows her history the
t e r m “ A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n ” h a s t h e c o n n o t a t i o n o f l o o s e

doctrine and practice. But those deviations from doc¬
trinal soundness brought theii- reactions. Doubtless too
the return to true confessional soundne.ss was aided by the
Chui'ch’s contacts \vith the more conservative groups fi-oni
t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n a n d G e r m a n c o u n t r i e s t h a t s e t t l e d i n
great numbej's in the Middle West just while the con¬
troversy was raging at its highe.st in the old Geneiail
Synod.

The educational work of the U. L. C. A. is done al¬
most entirely by the. Synods or self constituted Boardis.
There are 14 colleges and 10 theological seminaries among
its constituency. The Church does support student pas¬
tors in certain secular univer.sities, and has three secre¬
taries devoting full time to advisory work among Lu¬
t h e r a n s t u d e n t s i n n o n L u t h e r a n s c h o o l s .

It has aBoard of Publication, with apublishing house
in Philadelphia and branches in Chicago, Pittsburgh, and
Columbia, S. C.

Associated wi th the Uni ted Lutheran Church also are
avery aetive Women’s Missionai'y Society, with synodical,
conference, and congregational societies throughout the
laud, furnishing about one sixth of the funds for the
Church’s missionary work; aLuther League, also ox’ga-
nized by states, di.stricts, and, eongregations; aBrother¬
hood; and aImtheran Laymen’s Movement, that aids
students for the Ministry and furnishes stewardship lite¬
r a t u r e .

1 J

The Church has aPension system that is purely pen¬
sionary ;i.e., there are no a.ssessments, but all retired pas-
toi's or pastors’ widows, under certain rules, are assured
of asmall but i-egular income. Special eases requiring
relief are also pi’ovidod for.

Adherence to the Confessions has triumphed in the
United Lutheran Church in America; but having gone
llii'ough the struggle, and liaving won out for the sound¬
ness of the Faith, the Church has gained such confidence (Continued on column 144)
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13.
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E D I T O R I A L

Christ is risen!”—That is the message of this blessed
E a s t e r s e a s o n .

There may be many other things that want to usurp
our attention at Easter time, as there is at all other times
of devotion to what our Lord has brought to us.

But this message is the most joyful of all good news
—^to those who need such amessage. And it comes as a
balm to their hearts only who feel they cannot live with¬
o u t i t .

< I

-o-

C H U R C H U N I T Y

Luthei-sk Ugeblad” prints three let¬
ters in the March 27th is.sue of his paper, which all deal
with the problem of church union. They are given here
i n t r a n s l a t i o n :

T h e e d i t o r o f i I

May it bring joy to many of us.

Our convention time is drawing nigh. Our president
urges delegates and pastors to attend. Perhaps it would
not be amiss to remind people of our synod to prepare for
the convention. It is the governing body of our churches.
And it means agreat deal for our future what takes place
there. Would it be presumptuous to remind our people,
as many as are on private speaking terms with God, to
ask His blessings on that meeting.

Ought we not unite with the other large Lutheran
synods as soon as possible? We will come to use Eng¬
lish in any event.

It would be wonderful if the two Danish synods could
find each other and unite. It would mean not alittle
to our people. And when they eventually become whol¬
ly American, it would be good if we had learned to
walk together. If in time we should unite with other
American Lutheran synods, as our synodical secretary
wrote last year, it seems to me that it would be pos¬
sible for us to continue independent alonger time, if
w e w e r e u n i t e d .

There does not seem to be as much enthusiasm among
our people for the American Lutheran Conference as
formerly. What is the reason?

To this the editor, although he avers he will not com¬
ment on the matter, cannot refrain—good man that he is
—from saying: “Let us two synods be friendly toward
e a c h o t h e r .

Thei’e can be no doubt that this is the wish of many,
e.speeially among the younger people. Thank God, much
of the personal bitterness which did exist between us is
gone into the grave. There may be small things which still
draw apart, but all the great things draw us together. Let
us search our hearts and cast out evei-ything that is per¬
sonal prejudice. Then let us first of all tiy to become bet¬
ter acquainted with each other.

1. ( (

f y

2 . I i

I t has grieved me not alittle that “Lutheran Tid¬
ings’’ has been able to win only half-hearted support from
our synodical board. What can the reason be? “Lutheran
Tidings” has not been getting the reports from them
which are being sent to other papers. It seems to me that
it is quite important that those people who read only our
English paper should be kept informed about the affaii's
o f o u r c h u r c h .

y y

3 . i i

y y

y y

Let me remind our readers of the convent ion of the
Santal Mission, which is to be held this year in our church
at Hampton, Iowa. The Santal Mi.ssion conventions are a
new thing. For that reason they have not yet entered into
our consciousness like our synodical convention. These
conventions, however, are important, if for no other rea¬
son than the opportunity afforded of associating with
Christians of other synods. But the cause of missions is C. A . S tub .

●0-
one of the important things of every church. Remember
Hampton, May 31 to June 2, The men v/ho leani endurance are they who call the

who le wo ld b ro ther.—Dickens .C. A. Stub.
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Th i r ty - th ree Years But the stone by an angel was rolled away
When Jesus arose on Easter day.

H e n r i k P l a m b e c k .Hoiv young he was, how short his lime on earth!
Apulsebeat in the centuries, abreath
Betiveen the starlit hour of his birth
And- that strange darkened day of death.
Yet had those years not gone their swift sure ivay—
Had their significance been lost to men.
There would be darkness on the land today.
No faith ivould lift, no heart could hope again.
Thank God, thank God for those years’ precious store!
Thank God for sparing him to you, to me,
“Out of the glory that ivas theirs before
The world teas .. .’^ and the glory yet to be.
The darkened years for him, that broteght ̂ is light;
The weary years for him, that gave us rest;
The clamorous years, that toe might know the white
High silences of peace ivithin the breast.
For thirty-three brief years tJuit his feet trod
The earthly roads for us—we thank thee, 0God.

Grace Nol l Crowel l .

o

RESPONSIBILITY, ITS SORROWS AND JOYS
(Continued from Col. 130)

shoulders his responsibility to the same extent as Paul.
AVe also have sueh difficulties; but that must not lead us
to avoid responsibility.

It is not the will of God, however, that we shoixld
labor under the soitows of responsibility, but that we
should live in the joys of it. Such joys are aglorious
thing. It is the expression of amoral power, such as we
meet in some of the great active personalities of history.
The average evangelical pastor who is possessed of the
sense of responsibility, which he endeavors to carry out in
action, probably remains mired in the sorrows of his re¬
sponsibilities, in afeeling of failure and impotence. Be¬
sides the personal accusations of his conscience, these
things point at him astill more menacing finger: by your
inefficiency you have harmed the holy cause which was
entnisted to you, the planting of the gospel in the hearts
of men, their salvation and joy.

It was not the intention of God that we should remain
in these sorrows. Let me mention three reasons why we
ought to feel joy in our responsibilities: for our brothers’
sake, for our own and for God’s sake. The unique author¬
ity and calling of Christ caused Him to have agreater
joy in his responsibility than the world has ever witnessed
in any other. He did not hesitate to assume responsibility,
“for everything was given to Him by the Father.’’ Out
of an all-embracing divine responsibility sueh as that
there flowed ajoy which still warms our hearts when we
meet it. A\^e meet it in the words: “Come unto me, all
ye who labor and are heavy laden!’’ For it is adivine
joy in re.sponsibility that refers all without exception to
i t s e l f .

0

The Pass ion

The kings of this world are mighty.
They use their power as they please.
But the disciples of Jesus shall rightly
Be servants in the Kingdom of peace.
So Jesus shows them the right from wrong.
As He to His suffering passes along.
In Gethsemane Jesus was pray in
To the Father to commune with
And three times we hear Him saying:
"Not my will but Thy will be done."
An angel came down to make Him strong
As He to His suffering went along.
We see Jesus before Cajaphas standing.
Though the trial was only afake.
And we hear the council demanding:
"He shall die. His life we will take."
But the blame to Cajaphas does belong.
He Christ to His suffering sent along.
The governor to Herod was sending
For judgment, Jesus, our Lord:
And Herod asked questions unending.
Though Jesus said never aword.
But Herod of Galilee was one of the throng.
That Christ to His suffering sent along.
The Jews said to Pilate accusing:
"To the cross, to the cross, wi th 'The Man."
But the judge for atime was refusing
To condemn an innocent man.
The sentence at last from Pilate was wrung.
He Christ to His suffering sent along. -
On the cross our Savior was suffering.
And they blasphemed His holy name.
To save us His life He was offering.
He bore our sin and our shame.
On Calvary hill is redemption, because
Christ died for us upon the cross.
His friends took His body and carried
It away to be put in the grave.
In agarden His body was buried.
And astone was rolled for the cave.

H is Son ,

Even if Paul was slandered and unappreciated at
Corinth, he was not to fall short of the joy of working for
the welfare of his brothers. “A^e are to be the epistle of
Christ ministered by us,’’ he says. No one must be per¬
mitted to deprive us of asimilar dauntlessness. AVe speak
in the place of Christ. AVe know that the gospel we pro- '
claim is everything to men. We are but poor transmitters
of the most necessary part of an eternal tnith. Therefore
we must have faith in the progress of our work, even
when we see no progress; and we must rejoice in the con¬
viction that the glad tidings is the greatest thing we could
offer to men.

The next point is, conscious of our responsibility, to
strive for our own salvation with fear and trembling. For
aprize so glorious we may rejoice in sacrificing our
strength.

In the third place we must remember that the great¬
est joy in responsibility lies in the fact that through this
very responsibility God opens to us the way to alife in
fellowship with himself. “Evei-ything was given to me by
my father,’’ Christ alone could say. But also in you and
in me, my brother in the service of the AA^ord, God has
put great confidence. He has begun to live in relation to
us. If He comi>els us, let us rejoice; the greater respon¬
sibility he puts upon us, the greater mercy He is showing
toward us. And the greater the depths of respon.sibility
we are drawn into, the nearer we come to God, the more
intimately shall we be able to associate with Him. From
this flows that real joy in responsibility of which no op¬
position can deprive us. To push aside responsibility is
to push away the divine hand which would give us joy.

May God give us courage to assume the whole re¬
sponsibility of our calling, so that we may have more and
more contac t w i th God!
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While the world prattles about the broth¬
erhood of man, the church has been al¬
most alone in expressing that brotherhood
i n u n s e l fi s h a n d d e v o t e d s e r v i c e t o t h e
lowest and most neglected of our brothers.
She came to the ignorant, oppressed, and
jioverty stricken people of Santalistan
when they were looked upon as lower than
the wild beasts of their jungle, when they
were oppressed by all and defended by
none, when they had no wri t ten language
and not asingle school among them, w'hen
they had no doctors but the ignorant me¬
d i c i n e m a n a n d k n e w n o G o d b u t f e a r,
and she defended them against their op¬
pressors , taught them to read and wr i te ,
built schools, children’s homes, and hos¬
pitals among them, and taught them to
k n o w a n d l o v e G o d i n s t e a d o f t h e e v i l
sp i r i t s .

W i t h s u c h a r e c o r d i n t h i s a n d h u n d r e d s
of other place.s, the church can afford to
l e t t h e w i s e m e n o f t h i s w o r l d m o c k a n d
ridicule, but she can not afford to let up
in her effor t . I t was, of course, the mis¬
s i o n a r i e s t h a t a c c o m p l i s h e d t h e a c t u a l
w o r k , b u t t h e y c o u l d n o t h a v e d o n e i t
w i t h o u t t h e h o m e f r o n t t o s u s t a i n t h e m .
For the work in the field can go no further
than the homo- f ron t suppor ts i t . May we
be fa i t h fu l i n do ing so . The re i s ye t so
m u c h t o b e d o n e .

T H E H O M E - F R O N T O F T H E S A N T A L - M I S S I O N
c o m m i t t e e a n d w o r k e dEvery foreign mission is dependent on

i ts homo- f ront . The fore ign miss ionary is
t h e f r o n t l i n e s o l d i e r o f t h e c h u r c h . A s a n
army often loses advantages already
gained or in prospect by lack of adequate
support from its home base, so great gains
and opportunities that had been secured
by vast expenditures of love and sacrifices part of its program, and acommittee was
have often been lost to foreign missions elected to represent the work in the synod,
by an insufficient support from the The work of this committee has through
churches at home. The splendid German the years met with generous response from
missions in India with their tens and tens the congregations. In 1921 the synod sent
of thousands of native Christians are for out Miss Dagmar Miller as the second
instance at this moment in danger of dis- missionary to be sent from America,
solution because of lacking support from others have followed, among them Dr. Er-
homc, and many other missions are threat- png Ostergaard from our synod, and the
oned with a similar fate. American missionaries now number1 2 J o f

This emphasizes the importance of the whom 6 are at present in America, 4of
home-front in foreign mission work. The them waiting to return and two of them,
work in the field can prosper only as it a n d M r s . M . A . P e d e r s o n , r e t i r e d a f t e r
prospers at homo. For though all missions their more than 30 years of service on the
arc working to develop self-sustaining fi e l d ,
churches, most of the native churches are All these friends in Norway, Denmark
yet too .small and, even when large enough, .,nd America which are represented by the
too poor to support themselves; and the 4 committees, constitute the home-front of
hope of complete self-.support belongs f P e S a n t a l M i s s i o n ,
therefore almost wholly to the future. composed of different groupsandnationa-
They are yet children depending on their Hfies. But it has, nevertheless, .stood
mother. s o l i d l y u n i t e d b y i t s c o m m o n l o v e o f t h e

The founders of our Santal Mission be- mission. The groups in Denmark and Nor-
their work without aid from their ,vay have, during the last difficult years,

not only met but exceeded their obliga¬
tions to the work, and only our American
groups have fallen behind.

For this the depression is no doubt
partly but notwholly to blame.O t h e r

f u n d a m e n t a l a n d s i n i s t e r i n fl u e n c e s
have been at work too. There has for some

t h e A m e r i c a n
faithfully in their respective synods to

■●aken interest and solicit gifts, but the
response was small. After some prelimina¬
ry^ discussion in the papers, the Danish
Church in America in 1913, however, voted
to make the work of the Santal Mission a

r e a w

I t i s a w i d e f r o n t .

J . C. Aabcrg.g a n
home churches. But they soon found that
awhite man can not l ive in the jungles of
India without outside assistance. For some
years, they obtained this by solicitations
from native and European Christians with¬
in the country. But, as the work grew this
uncertain source of supply has long proved
wholly inadequate. They were reluctantly time been aprogressive weakning of the
forced to admit the necessity of securing spiritual life within our home churches,
adependable home-base for their enter- ,^1,3 tPe persistent and malignant attacks
prise. This they did by Skrefsrud’s vi.sit wh ich have o f l a te been made upon fo re ign
to Norway in 1873 and Borresen's visit to mission work through the press and other
Denmark in 1876. Their simple but elo- agencies have not been without effect, es-
quent story of the great things God had peoially upon the younger generation. It
done among the lowly Santals awakened jg thus adeplorable fact that the once

tremendous interest in both countries, enthusiastic foreign mission interest among
and acommittee was organized in each university students has almost entirely dis-
of them to support the work, keep the in- appeared and that America’s contribution
terest alive, and send out new missionaries, fo foreign missions has, during the last
alabor of devotion and unselfish service years, decreased to l i t t le more than
which the two committees have faithfully „ue third of what it once was. Compared
continued for more than 70 years. ^v i th th is , i t may be sa id tha t our own

Meanwhile many of those who had be- home-front has held up quite well. But
come interested in the mission immigrated „-e need to be on our guard lest these
to America. For some years the great s a m e p e r n i c i o u s i n fl u e n c e s s h o u l d w e a k e n
work of establishing their own churches, a n d p r e v e n t u s f r o m c a r r y i n g o u t t h e
and other Christian activities in this new ]ast command of our Lord. Foreign mis-
country demanded all their energy. But gjon work is and must be an expression of
their old love for the Santal Mission was a living Christianity. Its sole motive is
not forgotten. Early in the nineties a t h e l o v e o f G o d t o b e n i g h t e d m a n . A n d
group of men from various synods met to anything that weakens that love in the
consider what could be done to further the churches at home will s o o n m a k e i t s e l f
cause o f the Santa l M iss ion in th is coun- fg j t in the work on the fie ld ,
try, and it was, among other things, de- T h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h h a s r e a s o n t o b e
cided to invite Skrefsrud to visit the Sean- proud of her foreign mission work. It con-
dinavian Lutheran churches in America. stitutes without dispute the most glorious
Skrefsrud accepted the invitation in 1894, page of her history during the last 150
and liis meetings aroused tremendous in- years. During that brief period, she has
terest. Astanding committee composed of sent her messengers of love and peace to
men from the various Norwegian and Dan- almo.st every corner of t h e k n o w n w o r l d ,
ish synods was formed, the publication of and, in (he face of almost inconceivable
amonthly paper, Santal MissionEeren, was dangers, deprivations, and obstacles, these
begun, and donations were solicited to sup- mesaengora have planted the cross with all
port tho work in India. When the commit- t h a t i t s t a n d s f o r a m o n g n e a r l y e v e r y
toe celebrated its 25th anniversary, it had t r i b e o f m a n . W h i l e t h e n a t i o n s o f t h e
received and sent out to the field more world have sent their armies, their merce-
than .$150,000, but only one missionary, naries, and their globe-trotters to oppress.
Rev. M. A. Pederson, who with his wife despoil, and corrupt the less fortunate of
sailed for India in 1904 and has just re- our brother men, the church has sent of
turned after more than 30 years of .serv- h e r fi n e s t m e n a n d w o m e n t o t h e m o s t

backward, poverty stricken, and benighted
people of the earth for the sole purpose of
helping them, of combatting suffering,
poverty, and ignorance and of instilling
in them anew hope and apurer faith.

O u r C h u r c h
Dr. Swen Baden. Rev. Baden reports in

his parish bulletin that the Liberal Church
Ins t i tu te o f Co lo rado has confer red upon
h i m t h e h o n o r a r y d e g r e e o f D o c t o r o f
D iv in i t y f o r w r i t i ng some a r t i c l es on l i t ¬
urgy in the Lutheran Church.

m o r e

I t h a s b e e n
apleasure to note the good attendance at
our mid-week Lenten services despite bad
w e a t h e r a n d o t h e r h i n d r a n c e s . A f t e r L e n t
these meetings will be continued, and w'e
wil l have our lecture meetings in the Hal l
i n Menominee aga in , the fi rs t one to be
held the evening of May 15.' ‘

« # *

Young Peop les Convent ion w i l l be he ld
this year at Troy, N. Y., June 14-16.

Rev. E. Farst rup reports: 1 1

a

j j

N e w M a t r o n . I t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t M r s .
Haur i tz , who for some t ime has managed
Danebo Old Peop le ’s Home, Minneapo l is ,
Minn., resigned April 1. As her possible
s u c c e s s o r a s m a t r o n o f t h e H o m e M r s .
Nortv ig has been ment ioned.

» # # «

N e w O n t a r i o . T h e w e l l k n o w n m u s i c
m a s t e r o f B r o o k l y n , N . Y. , M r . V i c t o r
B a n c k c , e x p e c t s t o a r r a n g e a c o n c e r t i n
the near future, at which will be produced
h is own compos i t i on “ Ja i r us ’ Daugh te r.
The music will be sung by achoir of 30
v o i c e s .

● * * »

D r. E r l i n g O s t e r g a a r d r e c e n t l y h a d t o
s u b m i t t o a n e c e s s a r y o p e r a t i o n a t t h o
Norwegian Deaconess Hospital, Minneapo-

1 »

l i s .
*

F rom Canada. Rev. P. N . Chr is t iansen ,
traveling pastor of our synod in Saskatch¬
ewan, Canada, reports that from Nov. 28
until New Year he performed 4baptisms,
confi rmed 5pe rsons and bu r i ed one . The
weather during Christmas was fine, and
t h e C h r i s t m a s s e r v i c e s w e r e w e l l a t t e n d e d .
At Waitvi l le there was ful l house, at Can-
wood the meeting place was overfilled.
.Tanuary on the other hand was very cold,
so cold that Rev. Christiansen’s regular
work could not always be carried out.

i c e .

T h e D a n e s w e r e m o r e s l o w t h a n t h e i r
Norwegian brethren in commencing effec¬
tive work for the cause. Rev. L. Henning-
s e n a n d M r . J e n s D i x e n w e r e m e m b e r s o f
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A v a c a t i o n s c h o o l i n D a n i s h i s c o n t e m ¬
plated in which will be taught Danish
Reading and Composi t ion; Danish L i tera¬
ture History and Geography; Bible History
and Catechism; also Singing, Singing
Games, Gymnastics, and Manual Training.
I f t h e a t t e n d a n c e p r o v e s l a r g e e n o u g h
they plan to camp at alake where they
c a n b a t h e a n d s w i m . T h e c o s t o f t h e
school is beifng kept down to the very
m i n i m u m .

m e r c a m p a g a i n t h i s y e a r . T h e y i n v i t e
y o u n g a n d o l d t o c o m e a n d s h a r e w i t h
them the week of July 1I-21.

Minn., and Miss Tove Chr istensen, Mason
City, Iowa, wi l l assist in th is work.

G o o d F r i d a y . T h e b u s i n e s s m e n o f
Brush, Colo., agreed this year to close
their p laces of business for two hours in
the afternoon of Good Friday. During this
time union services were held by the five
c h u r c h e s o f B r u s h a t t h e C e n t r a l S c h o o l
A u d i t o r i u m .

Dalum, Alberta. Rev. P. Rasmus.son re¬
por ts that the i r daughter Ester has been
confined to her bed for along time be¬
cause of asick foot. One Sunday morning
recently representatives of the Young Peo¬
ple’s Society surprised her with the gift
o f a b e a u t i f u l c a b i n e t r a d i o a s a n e n c o u r ¬
agement in her t roubles. Church Improvement. We see from Rev.

L. C. Bundgaard ’s par ish bul le t in that he
is considering plans for improving the
church at Brush, Colo., by having abase¬
m e n t b u i l t u n d e r i t .

Rev. V. S. Jensen, Hartford, Conn., has
.suffered seriously from influenza recently.
A l s o M r s . J e n s e n a n d t h e i r s o n ' P o l m e r
w e r e s i c k a t t h e s a m e t i m e .

D i s t r i c t C o n v e n t i o n . T h e 8 t h d i s t r i c t o f
ou r synod he ld i t s annua l conven t ion a t
S a l i n a s , C a l i f . , A p r i l 5 - 7 . R e v. M a r i u s
Krog is district president, and Rev. C. C.
Rasmussen is the local pastor.Danebod Peoples College, Tyler, Minn.,

;/ will again this summer be open for a6or
8 w e e k s t e r m . A s t e a c h e r s h a v e b e e n e n -
gageil Prof, and Mrs. Johannes Knudsen,
Mr. and Mrs. Viggo Tarnow, and Miss
Ingeborg Lund. Rev. and Mrs. Holger
Strandskov will be the leaders. They will
also be assisted by local people and visit¬
ing pastors.

* * * *

G i f t t o t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n . “ D v k .
l >o r t s t ha t t he mun ificen t g i f t o f 10 ,000
c rowns was recen t l y t u rned ove r t o t he
secre ta ry o f the Santa l M iss ion in Den¬
mark by agen t leman whose name i s no t
mentioned, with the request that it be sent
to the young missionary from Odense, Miss
Bessie Fischer, who is working among the
Boros of Assasn, India.

The Annual Meeting- of
t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o nG r i m d t v i g L i b r a r y . T h e J o h n C r e r a r

Library of Chicago has recently procured
avery valuable collection of Grundtvig
books. It consists of works of Grundtvig,
biographies, periodicals containing infor¬
m a t i o n a b o u t t h e l i f e a n d w o r k o f
Grundtvig. This col lect ion is preserved as
a s p e c i a l d e p a r t m e n t o f t h e h i s t o r y o f
c u l t u r e . I t c o n t a i n s o v e r 2 0 0 s e p a r a t e
pieces and is of inestimable value to those
who want to make astudy of this great
m a n .

The annual meet ing of the Santal mis¬
sion will be held at Hampton, la.. May 31
to .June 2, both days included. All our mis¬
sionaries at home, including Mr. and Mrs.
M. A. Pederson, who just returned from
India, will bo present and also all mem¬
b e r s o f t h e A m e r i c a n S a n t a l C o m m i t t e e
a n d o f t h e D a n i s h S a n t a l c o m m i t t e e . A l l
m i s s i o n s o c i e t i e s a r e i n v i t e d t o s e n d d e l e -
gate.s, and al l f r iends of the mission are
cordially invited to attend. The meeting
will be opened with achurch service Fri¬
day evening. May 31, and be continued
with services both in Danish and English
throughout the two days. St. Johns con¬
gregat ion at Hampton wi l l be host to the
meeting and announcement of your inten¬
tion to attend should be sent to Rev. Ed¬
win Hanson, Hampton, la .

> J
r e -

Viborg, S. Dak., In acorrospondonco to
D v k . f rom Viborg, S. Dak. , the wr i te r

says: The work of the congregation is
progressing well under the leadership of
our young pastor and h is wi fe . They are
working hard and are willing to share the
dep re . ss i ng financ ia l cond i t i ons w i t h us .
The last two years our pastor has received
on ly ha l f o f . , the . sma l l sa la ry p romised
him. Each year he has cancelled our debt
to him. We hope that we shall be able to
make it up to him when we begin to raise
crops again.

{ ( ) )

2 6 Ye a r s o f S e r v i c e . A n n e M a r i e P e d e r ¬
sen came to India as amissionary in 1909.
Fo r seve ra l yea rs she se rved unde r t he
D a n i s h M i s s i o n S o c i e t y. B u t w h e n M a ¬
hatma Gandhi began his campaign of non¬
coopera t ion she open ly avowed her a t t i¬
tude by an e.vtended visi t to his ashram.
In order to be more independent she left
the Danish Mission Society and worked
independen t l y, suppor ted by Dan ish
f r i e n d s . I n 1 9 2 1 s h e w a s a b l e t o r e a l i z e
h e r d r e a m . T h e c o r n e r s t o n e o f t h e I n d i a n
national school at Porto Novo was laid by
G a n d h i h i m s e l f . I n t h i s s c h o o l t h e c h i l d r e n
of India were to learn their own language,
his tory, cu l ture, and customs. The Chr is¬
t ianity which Anne Marie Pedersen wanted
to preach must be su i tab le to Ind ia . The
school was built in the architectural .style
of South India with open courts, colon¬
nades, and porticos.

The well known missionary C. F. An¬
drews .says: “I believe Anne Marie Peder¬
sen’s school has planted the seed of love
i n t o t h e h e a r t o f I n d i a . I t i s r e m a r k a b l e
how sw i f t l y t he f ac t t ha t someone l oves
them finds its way to the villages of India.
Gandhi’s name flew from village to village,
a l l k n o w t h a t h e l o v e d t h e m a n d w o u l d
give his life for them. When aforeigner
l o v e s I n d i a i t i s t h e s a m e . T h e i r n a m e s
a re known, and Ind ia l oves them in re¬
t u r n .

T h e s c h o o l a t P o r t o N o v o h a s n o t b e e n
able to avoid the depression. But wo who
h a v e l i v e d u n d e r i t s b e a u t i f u l r o o f a n d
s e e n A n n o M a r i e P e d e r s e n i n h e r w h i t e
sari among her graceful brown chi ldren—●
w h o s t a n d s o m u c h i n n e e d o f h e r m o t h e r ¬
l y ca re—we who know her des i re tha t a
g r o u p o f y o u n g w o m e n s h a l l l e a v e h e r
school to go out among the people of India
and carry on the work which has been be¬
gun here hope that her Porto Novo school
may be pre.sorvod. (Prom “Friends of
I n d i a ’ ’ . )

* * ^ *

S u m m e r C a m p a t We s t D e n m a r k . T h e
congregation and young people of West
Denmark have decided to open their sum-

J. C. Aaberg.

The Un i ted Dan ish
C h u r c hU n i o n S e r v i c e s . O u r S a v i o r ’ s C h u r c h o f

our synod and Salem Church of the United
Danish Church, both of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
have held union services together every
Sunday evening during Lent alternately
i n t h e t w o c h u r c h e s .

Rev. P. C. Ligaard, Brisbane, Australia,
who has just terminated an extended visi t
t o D e n m a r k , h a s a r o u s e d s o m e i n t e r e s t
there for the cause of bringing the Danish
church to compatriots in Australia. Rev.
Ligaard spoke many places about his work.
The two great pract ica l d i fficu l t ies in th is
work are the lack of achurch building
and the fact that the Dani.sh people in
Austra l ia arc very scat tered.

Their need of achurch, however, is in
the way of being supplied. Anumber of
large donations were given to Rev. Li¬
gaard for this purpose before he left Den¬
mark. One anonymous giver donated 20,-
000 crowns for this purpose, another 500.
Achurch such as contemplated would coat
approximately 50,000 crowns,
church building will go along way to make
the congregation self-supporting. Rev. Li¬
gaard reports that during the last 10 ye.ars
he has had to i>ay in rent for this purpose
alone 2500 pounds sterling. —The new
c h u r c h w i l l b o b u i l t c i t h e r i n B r i s b a n e o r
in Sydney.

* » * *

N o r t h D a k o t a D i s t r i c t h o l d s i t s

tion in the Daneville church at AVestby,
Mont., .Juno 20-30.

Tr in i t y Church , Ch icago , ce lebra ted i t s
03rd birthday March 22, with afestival in
the church parlors.

Rev. Viggo Hansen, Racine, W.is., has
boon spending his vacation in Florida.
During his absence Rev. N. C. Nielsen has
served the congregation.

E b e n - E z e r, B r u s h , C o l o . , w i l l h o l d i t s
yearly meeting Aug. 10-18. Afestival is
planned on this occasion.

A n e w

5 7 t h W e d d i n g A n n i v e r s a r y . M r . a n d
Mrs. Peder C. Mad,sen, Viborg, S. Dak. ,
celebrated their 57th wedding day March
2 8 . T h e s a m e d a y M r. M a d s e n w a s 8 3
y e a r s o l d . M a n y f r i e n d s a n d r e l a t i v e s
called on the old couple to congratulate
them; and many were the congratu la t ions
and good w i shes rece i ved by l e t t e r and
by te legraph.

« *

New Men’s Club. Rev. Svend Jorgensen,
Detroit, Mich., reports in his local paper
tha t amen ’s c l ub was o rgan i zed w i t h an
initial membership of 22, on Feb. 19.

} )

c o n v e n -

Yo u n g P e o p l e ’ s C o n v e n t i o n a n d B i b l e
School will be held at the Lutheran ehureh,
Blair, Nebr., and at Dana College August
11 - 1 6 .

* ● * *

Miss Maya Winther, adaughter of mis¬
s i o n a r y J . T. M . W i n t h e r w h o h a s b e e n
ac t i ve in the Dan ish Lu theran Miss ion in
Japan since 1898, is traveling through the
mid-western states, speaking about her

Mr. Harold Petersen, Cordova, Nebr.,
who is studying theology at Grand View
College, has been engaged to teach in
summer vacation school at Kimballton,
Iowa. Also Miss Krista Thomsen, Askov,



^tranaskov, Holger
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Rev. Oscar Geismar of Copenliagen, Den¬
m a r k , s t a t e s i n a r e c e n t a r t i c l e t h a t t h e
o l d c h u r c h d i v i s i o n s i n D e n m a r k h a v e
served t l i c i r purposes and are no longer
necessary. He proposes that a l l who be¬
l ieve that Chr ist iani ty is the work of God
and not of man get together. This is nec¬
essary, he th inks , in order to fo rm ade¬
fense against the wave of neo-rationalism,
w h i c h i s d e c i d e d l y o n t h e i n c r e a s e a n d
t h r e a t e n s t o i n u n d a t e t h e w h o l e c h u r c h .

d e n d e " a n d “ D e c o r a h P o s t e n ’ ’ h a v e b e e n
united under the headship of the latter.

work among the women and children of
Japan.

* * » »

B i b l e S c h o o l . T h e A t l a n t i c d i s t r i c t o f
the United Danish Church e.xpects to con¬
d u c t a B i b l e S c h o o l a t C a m p C o n o w a v
July 13-20.

* * * *

Lake C l i f fo rd , M ich . , w i l l be hos t to a
group of Bible students July 28 to Aug. 4.
The main speakers will bo Prof. J. S. Mel-
by, Aug.sburg Seminary, Minneapol is,
Minn. , and Rev. E. Pet russon, Kankakee,

Ca lv in Expos i t i on . Th i s yea r i t i s 400
years since John Calvin published his “In¬
s t i t u t e s o f R e l i g i o n ,
there was he ld in Par is aCalv in Expos i¬
t i o n M a r c h 1 3 - 1 5 .

t j O n t h a t o c c a s i o n

T r a d e P a s t o r s f o r C o m m u n i s t . T h e
Soviet government of Russia has made the
g e n e r o u s o f f e r t o G e r m a n y t h a t . s h e i s
wi l l ing to g ive 25 impr isoned j rastors for
the Gorman communis t leader T l ia lmann,
who has been in prison in Germany since
the bu rn ing o f t he German Ee i ch tag . —
She is also willing to trade pastors for
leading communists in other countries.

P r o f . K a r l B a r t h , w h o w a s d i . s m i s s e d
f rom h i s un i ve rs i t y pos i t i on by the Naz i
gove rnmen t , i s s t i l l i n Germany. He has
t a k e n o v e r t h e l e a d c r s h i j r o f t h e n o w
seminary a t E lbc r fe ld .

111.

L u t h e r a n C o n f e r e n c e a t C a m r o s e . R e v .

P. Nyho lm repor ts tha t a jo in t con fe rence
o f t h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s o f C a m r o s e ,
Alta., Canada, was held Febr. 19-20 at the
i n i t i a t i o n o f t h e C a n a d i a n L u t h e r a n B i b l e
Institute. 13 Lutheran pastors partici¬
pated, Dani.sh, Norwegian, Swedish, and
G e r m a n .

T H E U N I T E D L U T H E R A N
C H U R C H I N A M E R I C A

(Cont inued f rom Col . 134)
Afijial word: t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n

C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a i s z e a l o u s f o r a n e x ¬
tension of Lutheran unity and organic
un ion in Amer ica . I t recogn izes a l l o ther
b o d i e s h a v i n g t h e n a m e L u t h e r a n a s
brethren in the fa i th, and i f necessary to
bring about such union is ready to go the
length of sacrificing her own organic iden¬
tity, so long as no compromise of what is
d i s t i n c t i v e i n c o n f e s s i o n a l L u t h e r a n i s m
would bo entailed. She recognizes many
of her own imperfections, especially those
of her members, but asks that she be
judged by other Lutheran bodies with the
same spirit of charity with which they
j u d g e t h e i r o w n c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . A s o u n d
i l u c t r i i i o w i l l i u o v i t u b l ^ y ' p r u d u c o a
cmi.s lil'e. IFnily in docti'hie .slinuld pro¬
duce union of forces; and such union wil l
t e n d t o s t r o n g l h e u n i l g o o d i n fl u o i u ' O H n i i d
to mitigate tho evil. That has been her
cxperienco in tho merger of 1918, and she
believes it will be shared by all bodies that
join in tho inevitable coming together of
t h e T m t h e r n n s o f A m e r i c a .

K . H . G e r b e r d i n g i “ T h e F r i e n d . ’ ’

**

4 0 0 A n n i v e r s a r y. N e x t y e a r , 1 9 3 6 , i t
will be 400 years since the Reformation
came to Denmark . Prepara t ions are b ing
made to ce leb ra te th i s g rea t even t i n a
number of different ways, as was done in
1836 on the 300th anniversary.

R e v. R o b e r t H e r m a n s e n , S a n P e d r o ,
C a l i f . , d i e d r e c e n t l y a n d w a s b u r i e d a t
Los Angeles. Rev. Hermansen was born in
Denmark, but d id not belong to e i ther of
t h e D a n i s h s y n o d s . F o r a s h o r t t i m e h e
a t t e n d e d D a n a C o l l e g e , B l a i r , N e b r. H e
served in the Norwegian Lutheran Church
until his health forced him to give up his
pastorate. Since then he has made his
home in San Pedro, Cal i f . , where he and
h i s w i f e e s t a b l i s h e d a S e a m e n ’ s H o m e .

The Populat ion of Jerusalem before the
W o r l d Wa r w a s o n l y 6 0 , 0 0 0 . I t i s n o w
120,000. Anew bus line has been opened
from Jerusalem to Bagdad.

S c a n d i n a v i a n C a t h o l i c s . T h e C a t h o l i c

paper “Ecclesiastica” reports that Sweden
has 4000 Catholics and 21 priests, of whom
2are Swedes; Denmark has 25,000 Catho¬
lics and 110 priests, of whom 20 are
D n n o B ; i i i u l N o r w a y

ami ‘12 priests, of wliom 6are Norwegians.
I c e l a n d h a s 3 0 0 C a t h o l i c s a n d 5 p i i c . s t s .

«

Rev. Mar t in ' N iemuUer, whom tho Naz i
government had dismissed from his posi¬
t ion at Dahlen near Berl in, has now been
r e i n s t a t e d .

The Lake Okobo j i B ib le Schoo l w i l l be
h e l d t h i s y e a r A u g . 1 9 - 2 5 w i t h P r o f . J . S .
Miller, Minneapolis, Minn,, ns the iimin
s p e a k e r .

» # # #

I t e v . L u d v i g M e l i r , f o r m e r l y o f R e d v e r s ,
Sa.sk., Canada, who moved to Denmark a
eouplo of years ago, has now been made
pastor in the Ra;r-Hansted-'Vigs0 congrega¬
t i o n s .

* » « «

Rev. J. Th. Lund, Council Bluffs, Iowa,
died suddenly in his home there on the
morning of March 8. He had not been sick
previously, and death came as the re.sul t
of heart failure. He was 73 years old.

* * ♦ ●

R e v. J . M . T. W t n t h e r , m i s s i o n a r y t o
Japan, will leave there on furlough soon.
He expects to spend tho summer in Den¬
m a r k . I n t h o f a l l h o w i l l v i s i t t h e c h u r e l i o s
i n A m e r i c a .

h a B 3 , 0 0 0 C u U i o l i c B
;

F r a n c e a n d R o m e w F o r G O y e a r s n o
French diplomat has visited the Pope at
Rome. Th is t rad i t ion was recent ly broken
w h e n P r e m i e r L a v a l m a d e a c a l l o n t h e
Pope. France has now sent adiplomatic
representative to tho 'Vatican.

* * * *

Mahatma Gandh i , the g rea t H indu
prophet of India, who had given expression
t o a . s o m e w h a t a n t a g o n i s t i c a t t i t u d e t o ¬
ward Christianity in India, has now voiced
amoro tolerant di.sposition toward Chris¬
t ian m i . ss ions . Recen t l y he sa id : “The re
a r e t w o k i n d s o f C h r i s t i a n s : s o m e a r e i n
m iss ion work fo r the i r own suppor t ,
o t h e r s f r o m c o n v i c t i o n . I h a v e l e a r n e d
t o k n o w t h e l a t t e r . T h e i r f a i t h . s h o u l d n o t
be taken away from them.

* * *

D r. S . A . E l l e r b e k i s a D a n i s h m e d i c a l
m i s s i o n a r y i n M a n c h u r i a . H o i s a t t h e
h e a d o f a H c o t e h m e d i c a l s c h o o l a t M u k ¬
den, where both men and women are edu¬
cated for the medical profession. He has
b e e n i n t h o s e r v i c e s i n c e 1 9 1 2 . I n c o n n e c ¬
tion with the school is alarge hospital
with one department for men and one for
women. Tl ic hospital .servos about 40,000
p a t i e n t s a y e a r.

» » * ●

A. C. L. Pastoral Conference. Ameeting
of the pastors of the American Imthcran
Conforonec in and near Minneapolis, Minn.,
will be held April 23 at that city.

* «

L u t h e r a n W o r l d C o n g r e s s . T h e t h i r d
world congress of Lutherans is being pre¬
p a r e d f o r n e x t f a l l . I t w i l l b e h e l d a t
Paris, Franco. The first congress was hold

two Norwegian- at Eisenach, Germany, in 1923, tho second
'Minneapolis Ti- at Copenhagen in 1929.

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e
S a n t a l M i s s i o n

The Annex Club, Seattle, Wash , $ 5 . 0 0
iirs. O. W. Lund, Luck, Wis
Young Peoples Society, Dalum, Can. .5.00
T.ndics Aid, Easton, Cnlif  5 . 0 0

To C a r e o f S a n t a l C h i l d .
Ladies Aid, Diamond Lake, Minn. ..$15.00

To Er l ing Os te rgaard ’s Retu rn Tr ip
Mrs. Laura .Martinson, Racine, Wis. $25.00

2 . 0 0

Rev. A. H. Jensen-Gyde, who has served
the church at Fresno, Calif., for 2years,
h a s h a d t o w i t h d r a w f r o m a c t i v e s e r v i c e
b e c a u s e o f i l l h e a l t h . H e h a s m o v e d t o
Oakland, Calif.

Total
Previously acknowledged

Since .Tanuary 1, 1935 $ 1 3 8 9 . 6 7
Sigr id Ostergaard,

1700 4th St. 8. E., Minneapolis.

$ 57.00
. 1 3 3 2 . 6 7

J )

General Church News
Religious Struggle In Germany. March

16 and 17 about 700 pastors were arrested
in Berlin and other places in Germany in
order to prevent them from rending apro¬
clamation issued by the confessional synod
severely criticizing the Nazi regime. Over
5,000 pastors belong to this synod. In
spite of fho arrest, tho proclamation
read in nio.st of tho churches. Tho read¬
ing was f o l l owed by p raye rs f o r t ho
r e s t e d p a s t o r s a n d f o r “ d e r F i i h r e r H i t ¬
ler.’’ The confessional synod is trying to
freo itself from tho support of the state
t h r o u g h t a x a t i o n . T h i s w o u l d t a k e c o n ¬
t r o l o u t o f t h e h a n d s o f t h o s t a t e . T h o

Nazis arc not willing to relinquish this
eoiitrol and consider all attempts in this
direct ion us high treason.

* «
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