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F A T E O R P R O V I D E N C E
By Sigurd Thrannes

the question: “But if the will of God is not done in this
world iu all thiuo-s, how can we i-ely on God in all
things?” We can not, at least not in the sense implied l)y
the question. It all depends on what we mean. If by re¬
liance on God in all things we mean that God must be an ■
assistant to ns in this life, ameans l)y which this life is
made to succeed—the question is then put cori’cctly—the
answer is also correct. In that case we should not expect
anything from God. But is it not true that what we ex¬
pect from God is assistance in this life—to put it more
bluntly, that He must be aservant to our lives in this
world? This we do because we continually forget that,
though the kingdom of-God is at hand, it is not on that
accoun t i den t i ca l w i t h ou r cong rega t i ons and ou r
churches, and because we also continually forget or do
not unders tand the meaning of the words o f Jesus: “My
k ingdom is no t o f th i s wor ld .

Jesus said to His disciples that He would l)e with
them always, even luito the end' of the woi’ld; but this
certainly did not mean that everything they shordd meet
i u t h i s w o r l d w o u l d b e t h e w i l l o f G o d . “ I n t h e w o r l d

ye .shall have tribulations; but be of good cheer, 1have
overcome the world.” They wmre not to have tril)ulations
l)ecau.se this pleased God, but becamse the wmrld was
wicked, because it wms awoi'ld of sin and death, alost
wm-ld wdnch w'as opposed to God. But even if all this
is true and we think we have unraveled the problem, we
.still have afeeling that something is lacking, that one
thing of paramount importance has not Ijeen mentioned,
namely the Providence of God. Men know there is .such a
thing; but they do not seem to know that there is atlif-
f e i ' c n c e b e t w e e n f a i t h i n t h e P r o v i d e n c e o f ' G o d a n d b e ¬
l i e f i n f a t e . A n d b e c a u s e w e d o n o t r e a l i z e t h i s d i f f e r e n c e

we go astray, thinking that to accept piously our fate is
the same as to have faith in God’s providence.

What W'-e call fate has to do only witli life in this
world; what we mean by fate is the shifting play of
fortune and misfortune in our lives, of ha]ipenings for
or against our desires. Always it concerns this life. The
Providence of God, on the other hand, is not at all con¬
cerned with what we call fortune, but only ndth saving us
from this wmrld of perdition and death in which we live,
and wdth granting to us eternal life with God and leading
u s t o w a r d t h a t l i f e .

T h e P r o v i d e n c e o f G o d d o c s n o t a i m a t t h e s u c c e s s o f

Wi th in the Chr is t ian wo i ’ ld there is much confus ion
and ignorance concerning the difference between fatali.sm
and faith in the Providence of God. It is appalling how
often we meet people whose religion and piety in reality
amount to l i t t le more than a l i l i iu l fa ta l ism—a pious sub¬
mission to what We say is “ordained.” “It was supposed
to l)c so,” we say, and then we add. when something
especialE' sad or terrible has happened: “Ves. it mu.st
h a v e l i e e n G o d ’ s w i l l . ” T h i s h a s a l m o s t b e c o m e a c o m m o n

l)hrase, which by no means always conveys any clear
thought, it is fre(|uently nothing more than ahabit of
speech.

Fatalism is to lie found in many varieties. Some iieople
are aroiTsed to express their belief in fate only by very
i m p o r t a n t o c c u r r e n c e s , w h i l e t h e m o r e c o m m o n a n d
everyday events of l i fe leave them unaffected and indi f¬
ferent. Others see supernatural interferences all around
them. In that way fatalism penetrates everything, from
t h e h o r i ’ o r s o f w a r t o a c a r r u n i n t o t h e d i t c h .
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It is quite comprehensible that men should ascribe
war to God. In war they arc confi’onted with theii- own
doings, theii' own wickedness. Awar never breaks nut
spontaneoushq it is always the result of careful prepara¬
tions. In reality war is nothing but accumulated wicked¬
n e s s . S o w h e n m e n a r e s h o c k e d b e c a u s e i n a w a r t h e i r

o w n d e e d s , t h e h o r r o r o f t h e i r o w n w i c k e d n e s s t e r r i f y
them, it is quite conceivable that aneed to slough off the
responsibility for something so fearful should arise; and
then we give God the blame, men si^eak about war as a
])unishment from God. We are ijuite willing to admit that
we are deserving of this punishment, if only the war is of
God so that we may avoid responsibility for it.

T h i s c o n f u s i o n o f G o d a n d f a t e i s n o t C h r i s t i a n , b u t

Mohammedan. One of the. chief characteristics of Mo¬
h a m m e d a n i s m i s b e l i e f i n u n a v o i d a b l e f a t e . T h i s l i n d s

expression in the worths: “Allah is great, and no man can
escape his destiny.

II is impossible to know anything about what is the
wi l l o f God when i t does not co inc ide wi th our w i l l and
our wi.shes. The woi-ld is not the kingdom of God, and
therefore we are not .justified in saying that the will of
God is done in the wmrld. If His will were done every¬
w h e r e i n t h e w o i ’ l d , t h i s w o u l d b e a d i f f e r e n t w o r l d , i t
would not be aworld in di .stress, nor would death longer
exist. With this in mind it would be reasonable to put
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A C H R I S T I A N C O N F E S S I O Nlife in this world, but that it may succeed before God; it
is not aproblem of what we shall become in the world,
but of what we attain to in the eyes of God. For honor,
power, and riches are as dust in His sight. Therefore
Jesirs could .say: “AVhat .shall it profit aman, if he gain
the whole world, l)iP loses his own soul.

Is the Prov idence of God then not a t a l l concenied
w i t h t h e e x t e i ’ u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f l i f e ? I t m u s t b e . J e . s u s
taught iis to pray: “Give us this day our daily bread.
That is true, but the .story says that His disciples asked
Him and said: “Teach us to pray.” He answered and
said unto them: “AVhen you pray, say: ‘Our father who
ai’t in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ ”—thereaftei'
they should pi’ay for daily bread. God’s name, God’s king¬
dom, God’s will—then daily bread.

This is exactly the same as Jesus says in another
place with these words: “Seek ye fir.st the kingdom of
God and His righteou.sness, then shall all these things
be added unto you.” That is, for those who seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness the Providence
of God is concerned also with external things. Yet this
is not to be unders tood to mean that i f you firs t o f a l l
things seek God’s kingdom and His righteousness, then
you shall have success in the wordd. No; “in the world
you shall have tribulation”; but you shall receive what
you have need of.

St. Paul was speaking of the Providence of God when
he said: “All things woi'k together for the good of those
w h o l o v e G o d .

In arecent reading of Prederikke Johansen’s little
Predelund” Icame across the following passage.b o o k

It is of the nature of aconfession, of faith and seems to
me worth reading by those also who do not read Danish.
’I'herefoi'e Ihave tran.slated it into Engli.sh. She writes:

During my childhood 1had many things to struggle
agaimst, many personal weaknesses which had the best of
me, but often, however, Igot help to conquer them.

As Igrow older, especially after Ihad begim to at¬
tend confirmation classes, these things seemed to clear up
for me more and more, and help was ever close to me; for
Jesus was as living to me as my own mother or sisters, even
more so, though Icould not see Him. This was ajoy with¬
out measure. Iwould wake up in the morning with the
joyful thought: He is here! It was like the happiest Christ¬
m a s a l l t h e t i m e .

J )
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But Ikept all this to myself, which Ishould not
have done. Ishould have gone out and cried out on the
streets and by-ways: ‘He lives! Iknow it, for He is here
with me. It is not something merely to read about or hear
about on Sunday, which in that case would be quite un¬
real. No; it is areality, the greatest and best reality one
can experience.’

i l

Saa er vi da alle Kongebdva
sk0nt fattige og ringe.
Og h0jere end nogen 0rn
sig Haabet kan opsvinge,
naar .Jesus er vort, Hjerte iner
som Herre mild og Broder ka>r,
som Barn nied J'lnglevinge.

( (

Whatever adversity or distre.ss we may encounter
d o e s n o t i n d i c a t e t h a t G o d h a s f o r s a k e n u s o r t h a t H e i s ’
not able to accomplish our salvation. It is also true of

In the world you shall have ti-ibulation, but feai-
not, Ihave overcome the world.

Those who put their trust in God, whatever befalls,
their souls He will preserve. His Providence is no in¬
surance against misfortune in this life, but it is like the
shepherd who seeks and saves that which was lost.

The Providence of God is His holy Spirit, which calls
us through the gospel; it is God’s word of grace which
comes to us with the promise of forgiveness of all our
sins, the world of God which speaks to us continually in
order to preserve us for God.

So the Providence of God is conceiaicd only with our
rescue f rom death and perd i t ion.

i i
i i s :

Unfortunately things did not remain so with me al¬
ways later on in life. It was not His fault, however, but
mine, and mine alone; for like Martha Ioften forgot the
one needful thing.

But i t has ej ’or after been so with me that when I
have gotten away from Him, 1can only yearn until Iget
back to Him again; for there is nothing at all in the world
which can compare with being close to Him.

7 }
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Let me say here at this time that Ihave never felt
wholesome fun, happiness, and merry-making to l>e ahin¬
drance in my relation to God. Isay this because it is often
claimed that in order to be Christians we must put on a
sober face and refrain from all merry-making. No; if we
ai’e Chri.stians we have especial reason for being the mer¬
riest of the merry.

On the other hand 1have found envy, indolence,
and greed to be great hindrances; but the great hindrance
for me, as perhaps also for others, is this: to allow all
those things which belong to this life to hold the fir.st
place in our lives, and to let Christian life have amodest
second place. As long as it is so, it will never be quite
well with us. No; fir.st we must be glad to let go all else
that we might be left with this one thing; then only can
we fully pos.sess this joy.

This very simple and straightforward statement is
worthy of perusal by everyone.

For this reason it is not an indication of the wrath of
God when we have misfortunes in the world; nor is it a
token of His grace when fortune .shines upon us. In this
world we must be prepared to meet anything that may
happen; we must be ready to empty the cup of suffering.

But blessed is he who fights the good fight, completes the
course, and keeps the faith.

i (
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T h e L o v e o f G o d

Could Iwith ink the ocean fill.
Were all the world of parchment made.
Were evei“y reed on earth aquill,
And every man ascribe by trade,
To wr i te the love of God a lone

Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole.
Though stretched from sky to sky.

V- . A . S t u b .

-O'

The issuance of this number of “Lutheran Tidings
was considerably delayed on account of recent snow siiorms,
mail from the editor to the printers being held up for
several days enronte.

7 7
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LANGUAGE-/SUCCESS If Christ Should Come Tonight
If you could know that Jesus ivould appear
Before another moon should give its light,
Ah, would your heart he filled with joy or fear.
If you could know that He would come tonight?

The things you’d do, the words that you ivould say,
Perchance the letter you had thought to write,—
IIoiv many plans ivould have to change today.
If you were sure that Christ would come tonight?

How many acts would then remain undone!
How many wrongs ivould have to he made right,
If you should meet Him ’ere another sun.
And knew for sure that He would come tonight?

How many things would you find time for then,
Now crowded out or else forgotten quite,—
The kindly deeds, the hour of prayer again?
Would ought he different, should He come tonight?

Some day that dawns will mark all time as past;
Then may we keep our lamps all trimmed and bright.
Ah, may we live each day as ’twere the last.
And ready he, if Christ should come tonight!

—Pearl Waggoner.

1should be very hesitant in applyin>5 such aterm as
●selfishness personified to people who realize that they must
pass into oblivion with the Danish language, for if Icame
as astranger to aplace and needed help of one kind or
another, Iwould most likely go to such people. They are
rather hopeless as to the near future, for the present age
has taken away from them whatever gave meaning to their
existence. They are so poor, and yet they are the ones who
really can hear the evangelical voice.

Athousand times have Iobsea-ved that people who
take leave of their native languages, Danish, Swedish, etc.
develop unconsciously acondescending, critical, if not
sneering, attitude toward those who remain faithful. Why 1
Because our one-language culture is imperialistic through
and through. We did no throw the Danish language and
the Danish values overboard because it was spiritually
r.ecessary, hut because we would otherwise be socially de¬
graded. The English language, which has been stagnantly
imperialistic for more than 600 years, exerted itself here
a n d d e m a n d e d t o t a l s u b o r d i n a t i o n a n d e x t i n c t i o n o f a l l
other languages. That is why teachers were constantly
sent out to depreciate the native tongues. The Indians were
crushed because they loved their native languages so much
that they could not relinqui.sh them.

We left the Danish language, our free schools, etc.,
l)ecause they would have inhibited young men and women
in their ijursuit of position and honor. We could see that
fidelity to the Danish mind M'ould leave us among poor and
depraved tribes.

National imperialism is not natural and it is the an¬
tipode of the Holy Spirit. Had America been aland of
love there would today be spoken as many living languages
as there are living plants in Ihe woods. There would be no
artificially organized set-up which demanded achoice be¬
tween languages. But Satan would not have it that way.

We deserve 'not aparticle of honor for having left the
Danish hymns and the Danish .schools, from which our
ugly contest procedures were eliminated. Iam sure there
uill be no Penteco.st until the Christ Spirit has revived all
the languages of the world and thrown all imperialism into
the bottomless pit.

0 -

Those Straight Trees.

The realization of what lies hidden as agerm in our
natural capacities may often bring suffering to us. In
particular if aperson has a.special bent or some peculiar
impediment to struggle against or does not fit into one of
the many niches which social life holds in readiness, Ms
fellow men will be after him. This has been described by
Bie Swedish Prof. Carl Pontus Wikner as suffering from
induction. AVhatever is fitting in the majority of instances
must in the opinion of men be fitting in every instance.
“But,” says Wikner, “ the induct ion which seeks that
which has general validity has made anuisance out of the
idea of what is natural, which in well-meaning cruelty
snrpa,sscs anything in the world.—When we note the trees,
Ave find that nearly all of them shoot their trunks straight
upward. Ifrom this [)honomenon we inductively declare:
t h e n a t u r a l d i r e c t i o n f o r t h e t r u n k o f a t r e e t o t a k e i s
upward in astraight line. Accordingly we call any other
direction of atree trunk unnatural. It does, however, oc¬
cur f rom t ime to t ime that the seed from atree fal ls into
adepression on amountain side overhung by I’ocks. The
tnmk Avhich grows up from this seed bends outward; for
it can not help growing, nor can it grow through the rock.
We say: that the tree has had an unnatural growth. This
is true in the sense that it has had an unusual growth and
in the sense that its growth, according to our taste, is not
beautiful. In the. ('yes of Cod, however, Isuppose this
t r e e h a s f o l l o w e d i t s o w n i n a l i e n a b l e n a t u r e w h e n u n d e r
the circumstances it grew as it did. If we, hoAvever, want
to apply the fine idea we have arrived at inductively about
atree trunk, according to the pleasure of God and man,
we would say to such aplant which is about to grow up:
I'o grow straight is the only natural way for all young
trees, heuce also for you; thei’efore either you must not
grow at all or you must grow through this rock.

Sincere thanks to the editor for cpioting my namesake
from Rdnsh'oved. He is ju.stified in warning people in re¬
gard to areligious movement which promises agodgiven
success in the world. 1'une in on God in the morning and
lie Avill tell you what to do in order that you may .secure
smooth sailing.

Jesus never promisc'd any such thing. He eould see
that His .spirit would destroy all romantic illusions about
the world. I t would make i t c lear that the world is
governed by Satan. It is impos.sible to make and have suc-
C(iss in the world if you do not trust it. Jesus saw that
faith in Him would inevitably antagonize the world and
evoke friction. The author of the James epistle tells his
readers plainly that faith in the gos])el is syuonomous with
enmity between the world and the bel iever.

Is ease and success awaiting the persoii who in Ger¬
many .says that God makes no discrimination between Jew
and gentile? Can aman expect anything but pilgrimage
i)i the IT. S. if he bluntly says that God and Mammon
are irreconcilable? Will the government of Ru.ssia sustain
aman who says that the magnificeul. political dreain called
commnni.sm is acastle of air?

A n d
man has less faith in the God who has created us all dif¬
ferent than he has in his own inductions and demands in
regard to what is natural and general.—From Even Mar-
si rand’s “Pontus AVikner.

1 >
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ton, Iowa, celebrates this year its 60th anniversary. On
that occasion tlie congregation has published abook of
memories, abeautifully constrncted book made of very tine
material tliroughout. somewhat in the style of college an¬
nuals. It contains many pictures illustrating the life of
the congregation.

Sixty years is along time in the life of alocal church,
two generations have lived in that time. The grandchildren
of the founders are now i)assing through that period of
life wliich the founders were living when they began this
church. Many things have happened in the congregation
during that time. Those who were the founders have
passed on, those who were children then arc now old, their
children are in the prime of life. All the vicissitudes of
life are encompassed in those years; the births, the chris¬
tenings, the teaching, the confirmations, the marriages, the
deaths and the burials, all fall to the lot of every family
in acongiH'gation in such alength of time. And there are
many things besides, which occur in the hidden recesses
of the heart, in the privacy of individual and family life,
which also touch the life of acongregatiou.

These things, of course, are not revealed in this hook
of memories, hut when one has read it and stops to think,
he senses the.se things, which make up life, throb beneath
the story of the more external life of this church. Anum¬
ber of people contribute, in Danish ami in English, to tell
the story of the clinrch from its beginnings in 1876 to the
[U'csent time. The various activities of the church are de¬
scribed by different writers. Each article is illustrated
with photographs. There arc pictures of all the pastors
who have served the congregation, of the church building
in its various pha.ses of development, and of groups which
have been active in the work of the congregation.—This
fine book of memories should appeal to many. es])eciall,v to
all those of our synod who at one time in their lives have
been connected with the church at Clinton. It may be
had from Rev. J. C. K.iaer, 405 N. 4th St., Clinton, Iowa,
for 75 cts. postpaid, in cpiantitie.s of 6or more, 65 ets.
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E D I T O R I A L

On auothci' page of Ibis issue is found an tirticle from
the Federal Council Bulletin, entitled “Spiritual Certain¬
ties for the Peace Movement.” Ithink it is agood arti¬
cle. Yet, short as it is, it only touches some of the itrob-
lems. It suggests many thoughts.

Let me emphasize one phase of life which is .jmst men¬
tioned in the article. We need “economic readju.stments
a s a c o n d i t i o n o f t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t a n d m a i n t e n a n c e o f
IJeace. ”Nothing is clearer, it .seems to me. Perhaps
there have been wars we could not call economic; if there
have, this country, 1am .sure, has not been involved since
the Revolutionary War. Oh, yes. there have been other
reasons in the minds of many, perhaps most, men. Never¬
theless, economic forces have been amajor contributing
cause of them all, in some the chief cause. The Senate in¬
vestigation which is being carried on at the lu'csent time
is aclear proof of this.

So long as the economic interests of our countiy can
dictate our government’s peace and neutrality legislation,
as it seems to bo doing at pi'e.sent, thei'e is little chance
of keeping out of ama.joi- war.

Concerning the peace movement, it seems to me, we
have no reason to de.spair. Remember this is anew move¬
ment. Within the memory of people of middle age now
there was atime when there was very little thought of
working for peace among the rank and file of the people.
Now agreat deal of such woi'k is being done; public sen¬
timent is I'c.sponsive to peace influences. We can not ex¬
pect to accomplish wondei's in one genei'ation. The war
p.sychology has been centuries in developing. No doubt
it will take, if not centuries, along, long time to produce
as imi la r peace p .sycho logy.

We need not despaii-. We have many on our .side,
we have our Lord, Jesus Christ on our .side. “P.h'ssed are
the peace-makers.” We must keep working and remind¬
ing each other of peace and the things that lead to peace,
and we must do them. If we do not see gi-eat tangible
results of our peace effoils, neither do w'e always see very
great i-esults of our w'ork in preaching the gospel. AVe do
not despair on that account, thougli Cod know-'s there
might be reason enough, for we know the spirit of Cod is
with us in whatever we do in His name.

Educat ion for L i fe , ADanish Pioneer. By Noel le
Davies; Williams &Norgate, London, 11)31.

The reading of this account of the Danish Folk High-
Hchool movement and of its originator. N. P. S. Grundt-
vig. was aunique experience, written as it is in English
l>y aWelsh lady. Noelle Davies has visited several Polk
High-Schools in Denmark and is herself active in amove¬
men t f o r t he fu r the rance o f s im i l a r schoo l s i n he r own
country. In .spite of the fact that she looks at the Folk
High-School of Denmark from aforeign background, she
has grasped the deeper meaning of this movement remark¬
ably well. She seems to have made athoi'o\igh study not
only of the schools themselves, bnt of the philosophy back
of them and of the living realities which developed into
this philosophy. She has studied Gruiultvig in relation to
this offsi)ring of his fertile mind as well as in relation to
the time and the circumstances which went into his making.

In this book the author briefly sketches Ihe history of
Denmark at the beginning of the nineteenth century and
on this background proceeds to draw apicture of N. P. S.
Grundtvig; then she d(‘scrilies some of tiie central ideas
of Grundtvig’s philosojihy of life, his ideas about the

living word” and about a“school for life." and shows
h o w i n t i m a t e t h e c o u i u ' c t i o u i s b e t w e e n t h e s e a n d h e t w - e e n

them and his -whole life and development. Prom Grundtvig

( I
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Spiritual Certainties for the Peace
M o v e m e n t

as its source she follows tlie High-School movement from
its small beginnings at R0clding, Slesvig;, to its present
status in Denmark and in other countr ies.

As one reads these jjages he senses the author’s warmth
of feeling toward her subject. She has met something in
this movement which has captivated hei' and which .she
wants to pass on to her readers. Although the book is
written in asober and objective manner there lurks be¬
hind the words an enthusiasm wdiich is not entirely un-
i n f e c t i o u s .

I t is s t range for us
to see this movement make its victorious march tln’ough
tliC nations. Our fathers endeavored to establish this pro¬
gressive form of education among us with great sacrifice
to themselves, and many of us have had the benefit of
tlieir efforts in this respect; yet the .schools wdiich they
established on those principles seem to be in the course
cf being abandoned by us and our children. While others
study and adopt the principles of education contributed
to the wmrld by Grundtvig, w'e wdio are the direct heirs to
this treasure care nothing for it, sell it for amess of

The international situation is threatening, to say the
least. The Naval Conference now in session in London
is likely to see increases rather than decreases in arma¬
ments . The war in East Af r ica cont inues. Events in the
Par East ai’e disquieting. Germany is rearming on agi¬
gantic scale. The smoke from the chimneys of the arma¬
ment factories in many other lands hangs low upon the
h o r i z o n .Americans of Danish parentage

Never was there greatei’ need for realistic thinking
among those who are wmrking for awuirless world. And
there is evidence that such thinking is being done. Re¬
search bodies are laying the grim facts before the people.
Church groups are iiot simply to pass general resolutions
oil the ideal of peace, forward-looking leaders in every
communion are pointing out the need of economic reacl-
justmeuts as acondition of the estalilishment and main¬
tenance of peace.

It is possible, however, to be realistic wdthout being
pes.simistic. Yet there are indications that peace wmrkers
are suecumliing to amoo:l of defeatism and despondency.
There are far too many advocates of peace going about
proclaiming the inevitability of another w'orld catas¬
trophe. Apsychology of alarm is thereby engendered
whieli ill turn plays havoc with efforts to curl) resort to
w'ar. Things are confessedly bad, but they wall be w’orse
unless those who believe in the ultimate triumph of spir¬
itual values stoutly resist the present ominous drift of the
w'orld opinion in the direction of hopelessness.

It is precisely at this point where the churches can
most effectively serve the cause of peace. Those who have
come to see the world as something more than asoulless
mechanism have the greatest of all grounds for faith that
justice and peace can be achieved. They may find that
their efforts for peace do not meet with as quick asuccess
as they had expected. They may discover that war is a
more deeply intrenched evil than they had realized, and
not to he wholly uprooted in afew years But that it can
be uprooted those who believe in God cannot doulit. They
know that those wdio fight for peace are on God’s side.
Knowing this they refuse to become hysterical every time
the current moves against them, or to yield to the mood of
pessimism wdiich is so widespread today.

— F e d e r a l C o u n c i l B u l l e t i n .

])ottage.
Is it not so that our pursuit of material well-being

has precluded from our lives any very determined pur¬
suit of the things that belong to the spirit? Material well¬
being is not ahvays conducive to the development of the
deeper and obscurer side of life. The Folk High School

,'ement had its greatest success in times of difficulty in
The same may be said of its rapid spread to

These were t imes of
stress in Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland and the other
w'ar-w'orn countries. In such times, wdien the physical
eircum.stauces of life seem to have lost their stability, men
turn to the more iiermanent things of the spirit—some
men do. Tho.se in whom the courage to live is strong re-
fu.se to de.spair, they turn back to the foundation of life
and begin to build anewn That is the spirit which animates
the Polk High-School: acourage to live and aI’eliance on
Ihe eternal verities of life as afoundation on which to
b u i l d .

m o \

D e n m a r k ,
other nations after the world war.

Aschool for life”—a school for adaptation; aschool
for education—a school for learning. What acontrast!
Grundtvig w'anted aschool for life, aschool that would
educate the people; the ])rofessional school men wanted a
school wRich wmuld adapt the student to his .surroundings,
aschool which would imj)art learning. Grundtvig wanted
aschool which w'ould dcveloj) not only the brain, but the
will and the emotions as w'ell, aschool which would not
only make people fit in. but w'ould develop them into
characters w-ho would have something to say about the
surroundings into w^hieh they had to fit, personalities wRo
could shape the circumstances under wdiich they lived.
Is it any wonder that men in distress turn to aform of
education wdiich holds forth such promises, and wdiich has
gone far to make this promise good. It is more .surprising
that this really free and democratic form of education has
not .sooner come into violent conflict wdth our ow'ii formal
and in spirit undemocratic .system.

To anyone who desires aglinip.se into another kind
of educational world 1recommend this little book, w'oll
knowdiig that it is only
endeavor wdiich has gone far in creating alife of culture
among the eonimon people of Denmark wdiich few Amer¬
icans have the capacity to understand, because we have
nothing with wdiich to compare it in this country.

a . A . S t u b .

i i

●0

From My Reading
By Bundy

Paul, Agrippa and Otto Mjiiller: On the great impres¬
sion wdiich the Apostle Paul made upon three great Ro¬
man authorities in the city of Cesarea Otto MRller makes
acomment which seems to have agreater message to us
today 1han at the time of its writing many years ago:
“The highest conclusion they can reach is that he is not a
great criminal. The greater truth of the gospel is con¬
cealed to them ;they saw in I’aiil’s testimony only aresult
of ‘too much yeai'iiiiig’ and fantastic dreaming. They' are
so ignoi’ant about the things that belong to the un.seeu
world, that it looks to them like ‘a fight over the em¬
peror ’s beard.’

“The world has not made any great progre.ss since
that day. The eternal questions about sin. grace, and
death are still non-existent issues to the great majority
of peoiile; they are as obscuri' to them as music and pliil-
oso])hy are obscure to the peasant. The common man does

(tloutinued on column 111.)

Y e t i t r e v e a l s a ng l imj ise.

●0

The rise in tlu‘ road is never as .steep when you come
to it as it looked wdien you saw' it ahead.
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S t . J o h a n n e s D a n i s h E v .
Luth. Church, Clinton,

Iowa, Jan. 19,1936

stamling to face the future. In closing he
blessed the congregation and the work of
the future which they have planned.

The speaker of the day, Rev. Holst, gave
an inspiring lecture in the Danish language.
Ho ijointed out three outstanding men who
were Danish-Amer ican min is ter poets, the
late Rev. P. L. Grundtvig, who was pastor
of the local church from 1883 unti l 1900,
Rev. Adam Dan, who served as pastor of
St. Stephan’s Danish church, Chicago, for
aperiod of years before his death and who
was the grandfather of .Dr. Hubert Knud-
sei i of th is c i ty, and Rev. Kr ist ian Oster-
gaard, who also was anoted Danish poet.

The program c losed wi th the do.xo logy
an i l a favor i te Dan ish hymn.

anil leading men of the congregation. Un¬
fo r t una te l y Mrs . Lund was i l l and cou ld
not be present.

* « *

T h e S u n d a y
Schoo l o f ou r Omaha chu rch has been c l osed
for some time because of an epidemic of
scarlet fever in that city.^

S u n d a y S c h o o l c l o s e d .

S t . J o h n ’ s D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h c e l ¬
e b r a t e d i t s s i x t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y S u n d a y,
Jan. 19, with special services in the morn¬
ing at which the Rev. J. A. Holst, of Mar¬
quette, Nebr. , aformer pastor, assisted at
the Danish communion service and preached
the anniversary sermon.

The altar of the church was gorgeously
decorated with flowers and plants, the gift
of the Gertrude Guild, and later the flowers
w e r e s e n t t o ‘ ‘ s h u t - i n s ’ ’ w h o w e r e u n a b l e
t o a t t e n d t h e f e s t i v i t i e s .

Special music and soloes were heard at
the celebration, which was marked by sim¬
plicity and impressiveness. The anniversary
continued during the day with the members
of the congregation and visiting guests en¬
joy ing acovered-d ish supper served a t 6
o’c lock in “Daunevirke”s Hal l , wi th covers
arranged for 200 persons.

Heriuf Hansen, president of the congre¬
gation, as toastmaster welcomed the guest
speaker o f the day. Rev. Ho ls t , a iu l the
g u e s t s , a n d g a v e a s h o r t r e s u m e o f t h e
chui 'ch history. 'The (duirc l i quartet . Miss
Henrietta Knabe, Arnold Prcdericksen, Miss
Betty Sorensen and Axel Jorgensen, with
Miss Julia iMorsing as accompanist, sang
three numbers, “Love Divine, - - -
Our Fathers’’ and “Den store,hvide Flok.

Mrs. Jens ,Iuhl, president of the Danish
Lad ies ’ A i d soc i e t y, t o l d o f t he wo rk o f
t h i s o rgan i za t i on , i t s r e l a t i onsh ip t o t he
congregation and touched on the work done
among the children of the congregation, go¬
ing back to the t ime when she taught in
t h e D a n i s h s c h o o l h e r e .

.Miss Knabe sang two solos, “Deep River’’
and “Calm as the Night,’’ with Mrs. J. G.
Kjaer as accompanist.

The object of the Gertrude Guild and its
relationship to the Danish aid society and
the congregation were presented by the
Guild’s president, Mrs. Carl Scott.

William Paulson, who I'cccntly assumed
his duties as president of the Lutheran
Brotherhood, pointed out the ideals of the
group, gave abrief history of the organiza¬
t ion and what i t expects of the men and
the congregation.

’Three re]iresentative long time members
of the church were called upon for im¬
promptu talks. J. C. 1‘lvers spoke in behalf
o f h is wi fe , who was present a t the firs t
business meeting of the church sixty years
ago, and who was the only living member
present at the celebrat ion. Peter .1. Kair,
who served as pre.i-ident of the congregation
for 26 year.s, previous to Mr. Hansen’s tak¬
ing office, and also sened seven years on
the church council, spoke briefly. Soren
Morsing was Ihe third member of the group.
He and Mr. Uvers are the contr ibutors of
achapter on the congregation’s history
from 1900 to 19,'ll, ap])paring in the church
s o u v e n i r b o o k “ O u r . M e m o r i e s . ’ ’ ’ T h i s b o o k
contains notes from the past (iO year.s—and
36 ji ictures of Clinton, various groups, our
( d i u r c h e s a n d a l l t h e j i a s t o r s w h o I m v e
served here, ft contain.s Danish and English
articles. It is sold for To els., postpaid.

Agrouj) of appropr iate songs were sung
by the assemblage, after 'which the pastor.
Rev. ,1. C. Kjaer, gave an interesting talk
o n t h e s u b j e c t “ T h e F u t u r e . ’ ’ M r. K j a e r
illustrated liin theme with four R’s, namely,
the roads that lead into Clinton, (Lincoln
lliglnvay goes through—like the emigrants
dill after ashort stay here), the river, which
is the symbol for eterni ty, and the rocks,
on which Cl in ton is bui l t , Ihe church and
t h e s p i r i t o f t h e r o c k s o n w h i c h o n e i s

Rev. M. C. Dixen, Minneapolis, Minn.,
who has been traveling in the West in the
interest of the Santal Mission, recently
v i s i t ed ou r chu rch a t Sea t t l e , Wash . He
p r e a c h e d a t t h e n i o r n i n g s e r v i c e i n t h e
church; in the evening he spoke about the
Santal Mission and showed motion pictures
f r o m t h e m i s s i o n fi e l d .

*

< ( H igh-School Week. > > R e v . P. R a s m u s ¬
sen, Wayne, Alta., Canada, conducted this
year again what he calls a‘‘High-School
Week’’ the week of Jan. 5-12. The people
of the w 'ho le communi ty were inv i ted to .
come to Dalum High-School to take part in
a l l t h e s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s f o r a w e e k . T h i s
s e s s i o n w a s w e l l a t t e n d e d . M a n y y o u n g
people took advantage of the invitation.

O u r C h u r c h
S y n o d i c a l C o n v e n t i o n . R e v . H a k o n J o r ¬

g e n s e n , N e w e l l , I o w a , p r e s i d e n t o f o u r
synod, reports that the convent ion of our
s y n o d w i l l b o h e l d a t K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a ,
Juno 3-7, both dates included.

Rev. C. P. H0 jb jerg , Dannebrog, Nebr. ,
roj iorts that he is to make aspeaking tour
to the congregations of our synod in Canada
in Februa ry.

* * * »

D r . E . G e i s m a r . P r o f . C h a r l e s A . H a \ v -

ley of the Department of Religion at the
State University of Iowa, writes that Dr.
E. Geismar, Professor of the University of
Copenhagen, and prominent Kierkegaard
schol i i r, wi l l bo guest lecturer at the Un¬
iversity of Iowa on iMar. 24, at 4P.M. Our
peojilo are invited to attend the lecture. I
hope many will take advantage of this op-
r i o r t u n i t y .

. ● ● ●

Rev. L. C. Bundgaard, Brush, Colo., be¬
gan anew expei-iment at Sunday evening
s e r v i c e , J a n . 2 6 . H e w i l l c o n d u c t t h e s e
services in the English language. At the
meetings he will take up such subjects for
discussion as his people may suggest to him
f r o m t i m e t o t i m e .

# * *

Dr. Freder ick B. Robinson, pres ident of
the City College of the City of New York,
spoke on .Tan. 24 to ameeting arranged by
the young People’s Society of Our Savior’s
CImrch, Brooklyn, N. Y.’

Pasadiena, Calif. Rev. S. Marekmann, of
our church at Pasadena, reports that the
d e b t o n t h e i r c h u r c h i s . $ 1 2 0 0 . A t a r e c e n t
meeting of the cougregation it was decided
to make an attempt to get this paid off,
a n d t o a s k m e n a n d w o m e n w h o a r e f r i e n d s
o f o u r c h u r c h t o s e n d t h e m a c o n t r i b u t i o n
for this purpose.—Rev. Marekman is giving
active service to this congregation, which is
smal l and compara t ive ly new. Adebt i s a
g r e a t b u r d e n f o r a n y c h u r c h . B u t i n a
small church the burden of merely keeping
the work go ing i s d i f ficu l t enough ; when
debt is added to this, the situation becomes
s e r i o u s . P l e a s e s e n d d o n a t i o n s t o R e v . S .
Marekmann, 117 No. Oak Avo., Pasadena,
C a l i f .

) > ( ( F a i t h o f
) t

*

Rev. Hakon Jorgensen, our synodical
p r e s i d e n t , m a d e a t o u r o f o u r C a l i f o r n i a
churches during the month of January.

»

Deceased. Mrs. J. M. Gregersen, Sol-
vang, Calif., passed away Jan. 16. She was
w e l l k n o w n i n t h e c h u r c h e s w h e r e s h e h a d

lived with her husband. Rev. J. M. Greger¬
sen, who died some years ago. He served
the congregat ions at West Denmark, Wis.,
K i m b a l l t o n a n d C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a , a n d
Solvang, Calif.

# * *

The trip to Denmark which our young
loople’s organization, D. 8. U., is sponsor-
ng for next summer, wi l l begin from Now
York in the latter part of June. Rev. Johan¬
nes Knudsen, Askov, M inn . , and Rev. S .
Marekmann, Pasadena, Cal i f . , w i l l be the
l e a d e r s o f t h e t o u r . R e v . V . 8 . J e n s e n r e ¬
ports in “Ungdom’’ that 10 persons from
Hartford, Conn., have signified their inten¬
tion of making the tour.

* * *

Los Angeles, Calif. The congregation of
our synod at Los Angeles is making rapid
progress at the present t ime. 8unday, Jan.
12, twelve new members were admitted to
the church. Others were coming back to the
ihurch. Rev. Car l Rasmussen is pastor o f
t h i s c h u r c h .

*

Mission Meeting. Our Church at Omaha,
Nebr., decided at its recent annual meeting
t o h o l d a t w o d a y m i s s i o n m e e t i n g t h i s
spring. This meeting was to be held Febr.
8-9. As speakers the congregation has invited
R e v. 8 . D . R o d h o l m o f D e s M o i n e s a n d R e v.
C. A. 8tub of Ringsted, Iowa. The meeting
w i l l b e c o n d u c t e d i n b o t h t h e D a n i s h a n d
the English language.

* *

The Parish School of our 8eattle, Wash,
church, Rev. A. E. 8orensen, pastoi-, which
is be ing suppor ted by the Federa l Re l ie f
Fund, is now fully organized. It opened for
e n r o l l m e n t F e b . 6 . ( fi a s s e s a r e o f f e r e d i u
cit izenship to candidates for natural izat ion,
practical English, and Dramatics. Also piano
i n s t r u c t i o n i s o f f e r e d . T h e s c h o o l i s f r e e .

*

Rev. F.0. Limd, recently pastor of our
I’ortland, Me., congregation, was inducted
into his new pastoral charge at Trinity
Church, Bronx, N. Y., on Jan. ~). Rev. A.
J. ’rarjigaard, the retiring pastor, led the
services; Rev. Lund preached and served at
the Lord’s Supper. After the service the
congregat ion met at the Denmark Hal l for
acelebrat ion in honor of their new pastor.
■Many talks wore given by visiting pastors

* * *

G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e h a s h a d a n u m b e r
of distinguished visitors during the school
year. Acorrespondence in “TTngdom
tions Dr. Haroldi Calhoun of the U. C. L. A.,
Dr. Tsurmi from .Japan, Dr. Joseph Meyers,
Mr. Harry Terrill, regional director of the
National League for the Prevention of War,
and Dr. J. B. Warbasse, president of the
Cooperative League of America.

} f
m e n -
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mortality, aiitl the general mortality 200%
higher than the average. An investigation
h a s s h o w n t h a t o n e s i x t h o f N e w Y o r k ’ s
dwell ings have no warm water, one eighth
no indoor toilet, one seventh no central heat¬
ing plant. In one police district alone there
arc over -1,000 sleeping rooms entirely with¬
o u t w i n d o w s .

the lecture by the famous .lapanese Chris¬
tian cooperator Kagawa to be given at
Omaha, Nebr., Feb. 10.

Rev. V. S. Jensen, president of the Dan¬
ish American Young People’s League, re¬
ports that the league will hold its conven¬
tion (P8pllessta!vne) this year at our church
at Marquette, Nebr. The dates are not
definitely fixed, but it will proabbly take
place in August.

Mrs . A . C . We isma ju i , w i fe o f Rev. A .
C. Weismann of West Branch, Iowa, died
at the hospital at Oakd.ale, Iowa, where she
has been apatient for many months. She
w a s b u r i e d . a t W e s t B r a n c h .

Deported Missionaries. Ececntly 9Swod-
isli missionaries were ile]>orted from Italian
Somaliland. The reason given for the depor-
tallon order was that they carried on politi¬
cal propaganda; but the real reason is
p r o b a l ) l j ' t o b e s o u g h t i n t h e f a c t t h a t
S w e d e n i s o n e o f t h e s n n e t i o n s c o u n t r i e s .
The missionaries, however, were treated with
due respect .and eonsider.ation on the trip
liomc, Ihough they were rated as prisoners
and wei'o not j]ormitted to communicate with
their homes or with the Swedish legation.

Subscriptions to Our
Synod

«

P a e t o r a l C l i a n g c s . U c v . K l m c r O h r i s t o n -

reeeiilly ol’ De.s Moines, Iowa, was in-
stalled as |)aslor of Uio lOiigliBli I j idlie
(thurch, Avoca, Iowa, .Ian. 12.

Kov. Mdwin I’etrnsson, Kankakee, 111., has
accepted the call extended him by St. Paul’s
Church, Boomer, Iowa.

Rev. Chr. .lustesen has changed his Min¬
neapolis pulpit for that of Golg.atha Church,
Chicago, where he took office .Ian. 19.

s e n
r a n

B u d p c l

From Congregation in Maiii-steo ...$ 20.00
From Congregation in Des Moines
From Congregation in Greenville .
From Congregation in Dauevaug .
From Congregation in Cordowa ...
From Congregation in Racine ....
From Congregation in Moorhead .
From Congregation in Newell ....
From Congregat ion in Omaha . . . .
From Congregation in Hartford ..
From Congregation in Junction City .‘13.71

“ 1 1 0 . 0 0

1 0 0 . 0 0
6 7 . 8 2
1 0 . 0 0

7 5 . 0 0
1 6 . 0 0

3 3 8 . 5 0

2 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
1 2 5 . 5 0

2 0 . 0 0
5 0 . 0 0

Mrs. P. C. L igaard, wi fe of Rev. B. C.
Ligaard of Brisbane, iQueensland, Australia,-
passed away Jan. 5, according to radiogram
received by her sister. Mrs. Ligaard le.aves
behind her husband .and five daughters rang¬
ing in age from 12 to 20 years.

New Headquarters. The Sw'edi.sh August-
ana Synod has moved its headquarters to
-Minneapolis, where the new synodical presi¬
dent, Dr. P. O. Bersell, l ives. Previously it
has been at Rock Island, 111., where the
synod has its seminary, college, and publish¬
ing house.

Prom Congregat ion in Dagmar . . .
From Congregation in Predsville .
From Congregat ion in Hampton . .
From Congregation in St. Andrews
From Congregation in Portland, Me. 30.00
Prom Congregation in Oak Hill .... 4 . 1 0

25.00

* ♦

G r a d u a t i n g S t u d e n t s . T h e f o l l o w i n g 8
students are expected to graduate from
Trinity Seminary, Blair, Nebr., at the end
of this school year: William Larson, George
Robertson, Emil Petersen, Ing\-ar<l Olsen,
Wesley Andersen, Erwin Bondo, Alvin I’e-
tersen, and Johan Petersen. The first four
mentioned have already received calls from
c h u r c h e s .

T h e C h u r c l i o f D e n m a r k , w h i c h i s t h e
evangelical Lutheran, now has 1585 pastors
and 3,546,300 members. The membership
has increased slightly in recent years. A
very small per cent of the population has
over belongeil to any other church, or severed
connections with the People’s Church. The
average membership per pastor is_ 2,238;
outs ide the cap i to l i t i s 1 ,988.
church attendance is very small.

From Congregation in Grayling ..
,1. Johnson, Cedar Palls 
Rev. E. K. Holler 
Miss Anna Rasmussen, Pasadena .
Prom Ladies’ Aid Society, Gayville. 115.00
Former acknowledgement

8 . 0 0

6 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

1 4 1 0 . 5 5

$ 2 7 3 5 . 1 8T o t a l Y e t t h e

G e n e r a l C h u r c h N e w sF o r G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e
From Tr in i ta t is Lad ies A id Soc ie ty,

Chicago 
Former acknowledgement

Rev. Tauge . Copenhagen . Denmark , i n
an ar t ic le about the Oxford Group Move¬
ment has this to say concerning the Luth¬
e r a n c h u r c h i n D e n m a r k :
these vis i tors ( the Oxford Group) by their
agitation have been able to reach many of
t h o s e w o c o u l d n o t r o a c h i s a c o n d e m n a t i o n
o f u s w h o i n o u r c h u r c h h a v e a m u c h r i c h e r

and deeper message than they. The Oxford
Group Movement has revealed that large
s'oetions of our church people, pa.stors in¬
cluded, were not so confirmed in their Luth¬
eran faith as was to be expected. This must
7iot have been al iving faith and firm con-
\iction to them since they have been carried
away by aform of Christianity so much
more meager and suporfici.al in nature. The
Oxford Group Movement has brought great
shame upon the Danish evangelical Lutheran
C h u r c h .

. . . 1 0 . 0 0

... 32.28 Dr. G. A. Brandelle, for 17 years presi¬
dent of the Augustaua Synod, died Jan. 16.
Last fa l l Dr. Brandel le was succeeded as
synodical pi-esidcnt by Dr. P. O. Bersell.

T h e f a c t t h a t$ 4 2 . 2 8T o t a l

P e n s i o n s

From Congregation in Kronborg ..$ 21.35
Prom Congi-egation in Kimballton .
From Congregation in St. Andrews.
Former acknowledgement 

Total

Unable to Sing. Rev. Roy Olsen, chap¬
lain at the Reformatory tor Boys at St.
Cloud, Minn., says that the singing at their
worship periods is usually very inspiring.
On Cln-istmas Eve they sang the old Christ¬
mas hymns. When they sang
Holy Night, ’’one boy after another was
overcome by his emotions, heads were bowed
and some sobbed audibly. AVhen they came
to- the last stanza only afew were able to
sing.

* * *

Y. W. C. A. Conference. National ;)resi-
dont, Mrs, H. Chamberlin, and national
secrotai’y, Miss Jillizabeth Rogers, of the Y.
W. C. A. have visiteil Colorado recently to
make arrangements for the national con¬
ference of the Y. W. C. A. to bo hold at
Colorado Spring.s, April 29—-May 5. This
organization refuses to hold its conference
in any city where the hotels discriminate
against Negro delegates. They met no dif¬
ficulty of this nature at Colorado Springs.

2 5 . 2 5
5 . 0 9

5 . 0 0

.$ 56.60 Si lent Night ,i (

F o r C a n a d a M i s s i o n

Prom Ladies Aid Society in Gray¬
ling 

From Lad ies Soc ie ty in Wi thee . . .
I ' rom Ladies Society in Cedar Palls
From Ladies Aid Society in Water¬

loo 
Prom Ladies Aid Society in Seatt le
From Congregation in Oak Hill ...
Former acknowledgement  4 4 6 . 7 7

Total 
January 11, 1936.

.$ 5.00
5 .00
5 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

Sussex B ib le Trans la t i on . The 70 year
old lay ])reacher, James Richaials of Eng¬
land, has translated the Bible into the Sus¬
sex dialect. From areport in the English
jiress we quote after “Luth. IJgbl.”:

R i c h a r d s b e g a n h i s u n i q u e t r a n s l a t i o n
with “De good news according to Mark,
because, as he explained in his preface,
be aregniar ol ’Sussex chop. When Iwas
aboy at home 60 years ago, alot of do
fo l k de reabou ts s tuck to de d ia lec t and ,
when 1rememlxM' what dey used to say, I
l o i k e t o r e m e m b e r h o w t h e y s a i d i t . A
d ia lec t bo .an ’ t maad up .so much by de

11 . 4 5

$488.22

0. C. Olsen, Treas.,
306 Omaha I joan &Bldg Asso.,

Omaha, Nebr.

j j

( < 1

AFight on the Slum. Agroup of Now
York churchmen consisting of 29 Protestant
and 3Catholic clergymen and 3prominent
laymen recently issued amanifesto thi-ongh
the New York press in which they declare shaape of words as how dey be put toge-
t h a t s l u m c o n d i t i o n s a r e a t e r r i b l e c r i m e t h e r .
against human life. The slums must be
;ibol ished at whatever cost. In the ci ty of
New York alone there are no less than 17
square miles of slums. 66,000 tenements
house approximately one third of the city’s
population, including over 1,000,000 chil¬
dren. In the most <'ongested districts child
mortality is 100% higher than the avei’.age

T h e U n i t e d D a n i s h
C h u r c h

Rev. M. G. Cbristensem of Cedar Pal ls,
Iowa, was married to Miss Ruth Pogdall of
Cedar Palls, Jan. 15. Rev. C. M. Videbeek,
Chicago, performed the ceremony, which
took place in Chicago.

* « »

The Dana College Student Body and
faculty have been invited! to attend en masse

About lien, anoder gurt crowd had got
togedder and, as dey haddan’t anything to
eat. He called He’s ’prentices to him and
said to ’hem :‘Ibe main sorry for de crowd
acos day have now been wid Me three days
and ain’t got anything to eat; if Isend
’hem away wid empty bellies to dere own
homes, dey will faint on de w.ay; for some

I (
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for yo i i rs done ; i good p io ro o f work in
pub l ish ing an annua l book wh ich car r ies
much valuable reading, but wo have l i t t le
o r n o l i t e r a t u r e i n b o o k f o r m f o r t h e E n g ¬
lish reading and English speaking genera¬
t i o n o f o u r c h u r c h .

self-e.valted class of educated people can¬
n o t ! W c l e a r n l a n g u a g e s b e s t w h i l e w e
a r c c h i l d r e n ; b u t a g e n e r a t i o n w h i c h i s
growing np in godlessness wi l l not learn

W e

of ’hem have come atejus way.
Prom the Gospel According to St. Mark,

Richards passed to the Old Testament,
choosing Amos, because, he e.xplains,
me, he wa’a working chep, and more l ike
s o m e o f d e o l d d i a l e c t o r s I u s e d t o k n o w

dan any oder write in <le Bible.
Here is Amos, Chapter IV, Verse 1, in

the Sussex: tongue:
“Here dis word, you cows of Bashan.

Wro be on de mountain of Semaria,
‘ ‘You who ha ’gr ide de poor and crush

de needy,
“An i l nag your husbands fo r money to

g i t d r i n k s . ’ ’

J ) )

l i k e

easi ly the greatest of a l l languages,
arc facing aserious crisis when onr gener¬
ation no longer can understand when
Christ speaks. Our young people ai 'O on
the way to many jdaces—but not to Christ
- -and the reason is undoubted ly tha t wo
in our perverted belief have given them
so many things in lectures and reading to
absorb them tha t these th ings have be¬
c o m e s u f fi c i e n t t o t h e m . W e i r i t e n d t o d o

good, but in reality we hasten acalam¬
i t y.

(Prom Bible hours in Gyl l ing Kirke.)

> ;

The best kind of pneaching. Says Oscar
Geismar, minister of the Ciist le Church in
Copenhagen: “ ' I 'he best kind of preaching,
t h e k i n d t h a t I c o u l d w i s h f o r a l l D e n ¬
m a r k , i s t h e k i n d t h a t i s p u r i fi e d o f a l l
Grundtv ig ian sweetness ; Grundtv ig ian ism,
s a l t e d b y K a r l B a r t h , i s t h e k i n d o f
p r e a c h i n g I d e e m t h e b e s t . ’ ’ We w o n d e r
i f t h a t w o u l d b e t r u e h e r e i n A m e r i c a
also, where some have heard of Barth, road
about him, but where hardly any, even
among our own people, know Grundtvig.
W o u l d w e n o t c o m e n e a r e r t h e t r u t h i f w e

say about American conditions: The major¬
i t y doesn ’ t ca re wha t we p reach jus t so
ive go th rough the rou t ine .

i <
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“De Le l l e r o f James . ’ ’
R i c h a r d ’ s t r a n s l a t i o n o f “ D e L e t t e r o f

.James,’’ Chapter JJ, Verses 2, 8, 4, is this:
If dere comes to your meetings aman

all toged up wid gold rings and fancy
clothes and anoder man in poor clothes, you
w a i t o n d e o n e i n d e a r c l o t h e s a n d c h o o s e
agooil idaace for him, and say to de poor
man, ‘ j ’ ou can s tand o r se t back in da t
corner,’ don’t dis prove dat you be lopsided
judges? ’’

R i c h a r d s i s a g a u n t g r a j ’ - b e a r d e d m a n
witli an ascetic exjiression. In his youth he
was a l ay j i r eache r and s tud i ed Eng l i . sh
I rans la t ions o f the B ib le f rom .John Wy-
cliffe’s in the Pourteenth Centnry to Robert
. M o f f a t ’ s i n t h e N i n e t e e n t h ,

in his ohi age, house-ridden by illness,
Richards became atranslator himself, work¬
ing nights in his bedroom above his small
bookshop in the town of Tonbridge Wells.
There, by candlelight, he sets his own type
with bony fingers and works his own hand-
])ress, pr int ing one page at the t ime. He
has jiroduced 2.00 copies of his neat little
book bouni l in brown j iaper.

“ T s h o u l d l i k e t o d o m o r e , ’ ’ R i c h a r d s
to l d an i n t e r v i ewe r, “ bu t my s t r eng th i s
gone. Ithink that -wil l be the last book 1
shal l do, for i t t i res me to pul l the lever
of tlie ]irinting ]irefs any more.

G l e n n F r a n k , t h e C h u r c h a n d W a r :
“ P r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t i m e w a r n e v e r
has stimulated, and to the end of time war
n e v e r w i l l s t i m u l a t e s p i r i t u a l i t y i n a n y ¬
t h i n g o r i n a n y b o d y. W a r i s t h e u t t e r
negation of al l that the rel igion of .Tesus
s tands f o r. I t i s easy f o r t he chu rch t o
s a y t h a t i t w i l l n o t b l e s s a n y w a r, a n d
t h e n a t t a c h t h e w e a s e l p h r a s e ‘ e x c e p t
w a r s o f d e f e n s e a n d w a r s w a g e d i n a
r i g h t e o u s c a u s e ’ ! I n a l l t h e n a t i o n s i n ¬
vo lved in the wor ld war, the church fo l¬
lowed obediently the lead of the state and
pross-agented tlie war aims of the rival
powers.’’ This may sound like so much
negativism and does not toll us what the
church must do. Dr. Prank suggests three
ways, vs. Pirst, we can hold to the dogma
tha t t he chu rch ex i s t s on l y f o r sp i r i t ua l
regeneration and the taking part in world¬
ly affairs is the concern of the individual.
.Second, the church can say that i t does
not represent the religion of .Tesns but the
opinions of the majority of nominal Chris¬
tians and that the church can go no fur¬
t h e r w i t h o u t d e s t r o y i n g i t s m a c h i n e r y —
than the major i t y i s w i l l i ng to go . Th i rd ,
the church can run the r isk of losi7ig i ts
life as apo]nilarly supported institution.

I t c a n a s s u m e t h a t i t i s o b l i g a t e d t o
exalt the things that hasten and to exor¬
cise the things that hinder the supremacy
of spir i tual values in human affairs. ’ ’ De¬
clar ing that the church is not “an end in
i t s e l f ’ ’ b u t a m e a n s t o t h e a c c o m p l i s h ¬
ment of anew order, i t is the lat ter ])0si-
t i o n t h a t D r . P r a n k w o u l d h a v e t h e c h u r c h
t a k e .
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In Palestine there are 91,000 Christians,
of whom about 0,000 are Protestants, and
7o0,000 Mohammedans. In . fcrusalom are
100 missionar ies rei i resent i t ig 42 di fferent
languages, but work in the rura l d is t r ic ts
is somewhat neglected.

H O L S T P R I N T I N G C O .

Cedar Palls, Iowa
■ o

T h e S k y i s R e d : “ I t i s t o b e h o p e d
that many wi l l fo l low the. adv ice of Rev.
C . P. H 0 j b j e r g a n d r o a d t h i s b o o k . To
mat i y o f us the re i s no th ing pa r t i cu la r l y
new in the book, but it will do many peo-
])le good to face some of the modern eon-
t rovc rs ia l sub jec t s i n anew and s t imna t -
i n g w a y. M a n y c o n t r a d i c t i o n s w i t h i n t h e
b o n k w i l l b e a p p a r e n t t o t h e t h o u g h t f u l
r e a d e r . T h o s e f a m i l i a r w i t h D a n i s h t h e o l ¬
ogy wi l l re jo ice in the fact that we have
h a d b e t t e r t e a c h e r s i n G r u n d t v i g , O t t o
Mpller, .1. Madsen, .1. P. Bang, P. Reverin-
s e n , a n d t h e G e i s m a r b r o t h e r s .

F R O M M Y R E A D I N G

(Cont inued from col . Klfi)
n o t y e t a r g u e a g a i n s t t h e g o s p e l ; t l u -
schools ( in Dimmark) s t i l l keep them ex¬
posed to it. Reluctantly it is at least still
accepted as the highest truth. The peo]de
keep still, for in reality they do not sec
the key to the who le teach ing , t l u ' y a re
bored in l i .stening to i t ; they regard i t as
a l i igh pr iced mor t ificat ion | )a id in respect
to i ts propagators.

“The educated class does not look upon
the gospe l w i th more unders tand ing than
d id the soph is t i ca led Romans , they have
a k i n d o f . s y m p a t h e t i c j i i t y f o r a c l a s s o f
p e o p l e w h o m t h e y r e g a r d a s t o o ‘ l i g h t -
m i n d e d . ’ T h i s c l a . s s d o e s n o t u n d e r s t a n d
the gospel belter than Ihe oilier class, but
l l i e r e i s I h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n I h e m t h a t
the latter do md hesitate to express their
ignorance. They are frank in saying that
a n y t h i n g o u t s i d e t h e w o r l d w h i c h t h e y
k n o w m u s t b e n o n s e n s e .

“ M o l o w c a n t h e w o r l d s i n k i n i t s d e ¬

gradation that it does no longer under¬
s tand when God s ] ) eaks . H i s wo rds a re
only nonsense.

“ C h i l i l r e n c a n n n d e i ' s f a n d C o i l ’ s l a n ¬
guage, so can the average man; but the

Grand View College
D e s M o i n e s . I o w a

W I N T E R S E S S I O N :
Dec. 2, 1935—March 6, 1936,

i n c l u d e s :

1 . W i n t e r S e s s i o n C o u r s e s : A r r a n g e d
f o r s t u d e n t s w h o d o n o t e n t e r o t h e r
c l a s s e s .

2 . Te c h n i c a l a n d P r o f e s s i o n a l C o u r s e s :
C o m m e r c e a n d B u s i n e s s ; S h o r t
Course in Physical Educat ion, etc.

3. Courses for immigrants.
4 . S p e c i a l L e c t u r e s a n d D i s c u s s i o n s .
5 . J u n i o r C o l l e g e : A l l r e g u l a r J u n i o r

College courses of the Winter Quar¬
ter. Open to al l students.

Room, board, light, heat, and tuition
for the 14 weeks: .$100.

What has taken or is to take the place
o f i t ? The re was a t ime when lay peop le
in ou r chu rch wonh l buy re l i g ious books
a n d r e a d t h e m | i a l i e n t l y . M a n y h o i n i ' s
du r i ng t he p ionee r days had many such
books, some were used for the daily devo-
l ions in the home, others were read from
t i m e , t o t i m e w h e n t h e h e a d o f t h e h o u s e
felt the need of going to the eternal well-
spr ings . I f th is gene i 'a t ion cares to read
books of alike nature, they are at aloss
a s t o w h e r e t o fi n d s u c h b o o k s . M h o i i l d
there not be done more among us to spread
I111' good religious literature that is avail¬
a b l e . D a i i s k e K v i n d e r s M i s s i o n s f o i n l h a s

For catalog and further information,
w r i t e :

C. A. Olsen, Pres.


