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L I V I N G I N T H E W O R L D
To bring Christianity into our daily l i fe, into our

earthly relationship, our work and all our secular pursuits,
to live as aChristian in the midst of the v/orld, that is the
great art of Uving for adisciple of Jesus Christ.

There are some who say this can not be done, it is
hopeless to attempt it, for that woiild be to undertake the
impossible.

The same was the opinion of the ancient hermits: We
can not live in the world! as Christians. If we want to live
in the world, our Christianity must perish. Consequently,
if we want to preserve our Christianity, we must flee away
from the world. This is also the opinion of the modern
enemies of Christ: To live as aChristian is incompatible
with living in the world. In this they are in complete agree¬
ment with the Christian hermits, wdth this difference that
they draw adifferent conclusion: Consequently, we shall
have to let Christianity go and arrange our lives the best
w e c a n w i t h o u t i t .

On the middle ground between those two groups stand
those persons who agree with them that Christian life and
secular life can never coincide and be united, but who, on
the other hand, are loath to choose between the two. They
do not want to be separated from the world and its con¬
cerns, nor are they willing to give up their faith; so they
compromise by dividing tlieir lives, giving apart to each
side. They are Christians oir certain solemn occasions in
life, perhaps once aweek or for afew minutes or hours
every day; as for tlie rest of the time they are business
men, politicians, the heads of families, and citizens. And,
if Christianity wants to obtrude itself on these precincts
also, they will have none of that. They bisect themselves
and their lives, dividing them vertically. The world is good,
religion is good, but eacli one by itself. This conception of
life seems to satisfy agreat number of people.

But it is not the way designated by Christ. He does
not say: You must choose between God and the world. Nor
does He say: You must divide yourselves between God and
the world. Ho says: Live with Gnd in the midst of the
w o r l d .

you' should live so that you christen everything you touch,
for it is all meant to be christened, not to be rejected and
put aside, but to be cleansed and redeemed and saved.

It is not aChristian, rather an old pagan conception
that the sinful, temporal, earthly things are really evil and
hostile to God and ought to be renounced, or that it is most
pleasing to God for us to have as little to do with earthly
things as possible. “The earth is the Lord’s and the ful¬
ness thereof,’’ said the ancient Israelites. And it is Chri¬
stian to say: The Son of God has been revealed that He
might reconquer God’s earth for Him as well as the whole
of human life, not only the Sundays but all the days, and
not only the churches but all the houses of men, their
workshops and factories, their nurseries and schools, even
their theatres and taverns. God wants to possess us com¬
pletely, nor can we ever be entirely satisfied with anything
less than to give ourselves completely to Him.

Therefore no Christian should say: Unfortunately I
can not avoid having to do with the things of this world;
one must tread upon the earth and live from it; one is ob¬
liged to do business and make money; but Iwill endeavor
to do as little of that as possible so that as much as pos¬
sible of time and energy will be left for the one thing that
is needful. For the one needful thing is not something we
must have apart from other things. Our relationship to
God, our faith in Him and oiin work in His service is not
something that must occupy acertain portion of our soul
with our relationships to other things occupying other por¬
t i o n s s o t h a t t h e m o r e t h e o n e i s i n c r e a s e d t h e l e s s r o o m

there will be for the other. But the one great thing must
be inccluded in all the other things, support them and im¬
print itself upon them, penetrate them, become the soul
and vital principle in them.

AChristian life is not one that falls apart or goes to
pieces, so that we do aChristian act when we take our
hymnal and confess our faith and say our evening pray¬
ers, or when we give alms or teach Sunday School, or when
death comes; and are worldly when we go to the store or
sit at home reading the morning paper, or when we go to
aparty or to the polls to vote. It is alife upheld by the
Spirit of God, always and everywhere; it is at all times
and places imbued with the will to seiwe God in all things.

He says: Itid yourselves of everything that does not
belong to the world, everything which has come into it un-
jirstly; but the world as God made it, which He com¬
manded man to subdue, you must inhabit with all your
faith and hope and mutual love. He says: Make iise of the
world, learn to know it, work with it, and rejoice in it;
have no faith in them that say the most Christian way of
all is to despise this world and spurn it. On the contraiy,'

If we are asked whether it is easy to attain to such a
way of life, we must answer; This is the great and diffi¬
cult art of living, but Jesus Christ has eome to give men
the power to learn that art.

Emil Koch in ‘‘Christian Living. 9 9
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C H R I S T A N D C O N S T I T U T I O N
By Thomas P. Christensen.

The Medieval Danish kings were large landowners
under whom Avere lessen- landowners, the lords of the man¬
ors, Avho exercised powei-s of government locally. Lower
in the social scale were the yeomen or free farmers who
owned their farms; and the serfs or tenant farmers who
lived on farms belonging to the king, the loi'ds, and the
church . Bo th f ree and tenant fa rmers (B0nderne) , how¬
ever, were generally under the jurisdiction of th' local
l o r d s .

other hand, was extravagant and fought several costly
wars—against the advice of the nobles, and again many
agood royal manor passed to the latter as usable pawns.

If it were not that the matter of peace and war is so
complicated, we might express the pious wish that there
had l)een more pacifism. The matter of peace and war
was complicated, for instance, by such factors as the rich
herring fisheries of the Sound. These fisheries had begun
to attract foreigners already in te 12th century. Bishop
Absalon, one of the first noted Danish churchmen and
statesmen, taxed the fisheries for the benefit of the
church. King Eric of Pomerania (1412-1440) made these
Sound Dues apermanent institution, levying them, how¬
ever, on the rapidly growing number of ships which came
to the fishei- ies or sai led farther on to the ci t ies on the
Baltic Sea. This then Avas ancAv source of royal revenue
from the manors and toAvns. Dues yilded considerable
sums .A t one t ime they cons t i tu ted about one four th o f
the royal income. Christ ian IV considered them the
brightest jeAvel in his croAvn. He built Gluckstadt near
t h e m o u t h o f t h e E l b e i n a n e f f o r t t o e x t r a c t a s i m i l a r
toll from the shipping on that river.

There Avere other factora making peace difficult, es¬
pecially for that time. From time immemorable the prov¬
inces east of the Sound—Skaane, Halland, and Blekinge
had been Danish territory. Only during the troublous
times of Christopher II had they for ashort time been
under SAveden. But the latter coiAutry became agreat
poAver during the Thirty Years AVar, and from territorial
aggrandizement in Germany Avas but ashort step to simi¬
l a r a c t i o n n e a r e r a t h o m e .

The opportunity for SAveden came in 1657 Avhen the
Dansh King Frederick III foolishly declared war. By the
treaty of peace the next year SAveden obtained the three,
provinces, besides part of NorAvay. It was then the turn
of the Swedish king to act foolishly by rencAving the war,
hoping to conquer all of Denmark, when the taking of
Danish territory seemed so easy. In this second war ev¬
erything finally hinged on the defense of Copenhagen.
The burghers defended it bravely and beat back the Savc-
dish storm troop.s, thereby saving both capital and coun¬
try. Disheartened by military reverses and also by the
threats of the Dutch, Avho did not relish the idea of one
counti-y owning both shores of the Sound, the Swedes
sued for peace. By the terms of the treaty of peace in
1660 they gave back to Denmark the island of Bornholm
and central NorAvay, but they kept the provinces east of
the Sound, and have held them ever since.

It Avas the special duty of the nobles before 1660 to
defend the country in time of Avar at their OAvn expense
in return for such privileges as the exemption from regu¬
lar taxation. Dm-ing the four Avars of the 17th century
they had acquitted themselves so poorly of the task that
the country had siiffered grievously and the Avhole class
of nobles became the object of general contempt and ha¬
tred. Nice TIarenuend (rabbit men) those Herremcend
(lords of the manor) Avere failing the country in the hour
of its greatest need! The burghers proudly pointed to
the fact that they and not the nobles had defended and
preserved the realm in the last Avar. AA^ould the king
recognize them as aneAv poAver behind the throne? Dur¬
ing the siege of Copenhagen he had promised the burgh¬
ers economic equality Avith the nobles. AA^ot;ld he keep
his promise now that the danger of conquest had been re¬
in ovch ?

Athird class Avas rising—the burghers, that is the
merchants and mechanics of the groAving toAvns. The lat¬
ter had received grants of commercial privileges from the
kings in return for Avhieh they Avere obligated to pay i-eg-
ular taxes and also such extraordinary contributions as to
fui’iiish ships for the royal navy in time of Avar.

There Avas but little manufacturing in the Medieval
Danish toAvns. Their prosperity depended mainly on a
lively business turnover in retailing services and goods.
Then as noAv Avars greatly stimulated trade. Each major
Avar produced its crop of Avar profiteers, and might be
folloAved by aperiod of urban prosperity.

There Averc only afcAV toAvns of any size in Denmark
until after the Cnisades and none of any great import¬
ance until after the Thirty A’eai's AA^ar (1618-1648). Then
as noAv Copenhagen Avas the largest city in the country.
It became the capital of the country during the reign of
King Christopher of Bavaria (1440-1448). In 1656 it ha'd
apopulation of 29,000.

The economic poAver of the Medieval kings, as Ave
have seen, depended main ly on the number and s ize of
the royal manors. Aeeoi'dingly the kings strove to possess
as many manors as possible. The results Avould be varying,
but according to Avhat they Avere the king would be up or
doAvn—^or out. Queen Alargaret Avas successful in her
land policy and her reign Avas orderly and prosperous.
But her successors doAvn to Christian II (1513-1523) were
constantly in financial straits because they had—besides
their own extraAuagance—a continual series of civil and
foreign wars to contend Avith, during Avhich it often be¬
came necessai-y to turn many of the royal manors over to
creditors as usable paAvns. Denmark had its last civil
war at the beginning of the reign of Christian III (1533-
1559) the so-called Count’s AA^ar), but foreign wars were
frequent unt i l 1720.

Partly at least, the Count’s Avar had been caused by
the refusal of the spiritual lords, that is the Catholic bish¬
ops, to participate in the immediate elections of ancAV
king upon the death of Frederick Iin 1533. At the close
of the war the successful aspirant Christian III, supported
by the nobles and burghers confiscated the tithes and
landed property of the bishoprics. The property of most
of the monasteries Avas also seized and agenei-al i-efoim
of the church f rom Catho l ic to Lutheran in doc t r ine and
organization Avas cari-icd through. The seizure of the
church and monastic lands and the large fines imjiosed on
those who had fought against the king enabled him, Avith-
out anj^ financial breakdown, to handle the huge national
debt , est imated to have been about the same as i t had
been at the accession of Valdemar Atterdag.

Though all-powerful, Christian III made no major
changes in the constitution. The monarchy remained
elective, but without any explicit law or deci-ee it was
actually becoming hereditary.

Frederick II, the successor to Christian III, was a
large landowner like his father, agood manager, and a
strong king. His son and successor, Christian IV, on the

(

(Continued on column 364)
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The Chr i s t i an S tuden t and the Wor ld
C r i s i s .

political, but from within. He knows that only the Truth
really sets men free. And he belives in freedom, for him¬
s e l f a n d f o r a l l m e n !

For him this freedom is not abstract, but aconcrete
reality centered in Christ. He is our freedom. To be his
bondslave is'to Vvalk at liberty.

Old thing’s are gone, but Ihave found aMaster
By wliom my soul, in silver tether held,
Grows strong,

i.s the exultation of Marguerite Wilkinson, released into
the new realms of personal Cliristian experience. And her
w o r d s fi n d a n e c h o i n t h e h e a r t s o f a l l t h o s e w h o m C h r i s t
has se t f r ee .

In the last analj'sis there are but two types of war¬
fare in the fight against the evils of the world, the one
which leads in case of necessity to take the blood of others,
the other to give one’s own blood.—Jacques Maritain.

Walter Lippman speaks somewhere of aFrench peas¬
ant who lived not far from Paris at the beginning of the
last eentury, but who had never heard of Napoleon. Any¬
one who is unaware of the ci’isis through whieb the world
is passing today, Lippman goes on to say, must be some¬
what related to that peasant of Napoleon’s time. So true
is this that it has become almost acommonplace to speak
o f t he “wo r l d c r i s i s ’ ’ i n wh i ch we find ou rse l ves . Even
startling words can lose their power by being oft repeated.

Yet surely atime of crisis it is, in every aspect of
man’s life. In politics the old forms of democraey are
hurled into the abyss and absolutisms og every variety
surge to power. In economics there is aworld-wide „revolt
of the masses’’ against borgeois capitalism and the tyran¬
ny of the machine. Culture is l)eing gradually remolded
according to the patterns of tlie new economics and pol¬
ities. Age-old que.stions of morality are being re-thought,
now not merely by the armchair philosopher, but by the
man in the street. And religion and the church, too, are
thrown into the testing-fires of the new age that is upon
us. The world of mankind is being reborn.

Whether it will be anew birth of life and freedom,
or of the opposite of these, remains to be seen. Few wise
men today dare seriously to count themselves among the
prophets. But that we live in atime of world crisis, all
are agreed.

Riissia’s one hundred and eighty millions fling the
challenging red banner of materialistic Communism in the
face o f a l l “Chr is t ian” nat ions. China and Mexico are in
the throes of anew birth of national unity. Nazi Germa¬
ny, driven to the wall by the inequities of the Versailles
Treaty, threatens the peace of Europe—and of the world.
Japan marches boldly forward to ever new places of pow¬
er. Britian feverishly prepares to defend her shores and
cities from the death that may any day rain down upon
them from the skies above. And in our own America, even
the humblest citizen I’ealizes that anew day is being ush¬
ered in, even though he does not understand what kind of
day it vdll be. Men’s hearts are awake today. Ilinnanity
i s o n t h e m a r c h .

B u t w h i t h e r ?
The answer lies with God—and with the leadershi]i

of the tomorrow that is already dawning.
To be aChristian student in atime such as this is-one

of the mo.st thrilling privileges that has ever been accord¬
ed to any human being. To seek to understand this day—
and then participate in its struggle! To see the need, to
feel the quiek pulsing of mankind’s passionate and suffer¬
ing heart, to hear the cry of anguish—and then to have
the answer! What adventurous heart of youth would ask
for amore challenging lot on earth? Who would not envy
such an opportunity, even though it .should also involve
the bitterness of iiiward .struggle and of outward suffer¬
ing ?

i i

y y

Dr. Bernhard M. Christensen,
Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn

0-

The Listening Congregat ion

The congregation has as much to do in determining
the effectiveness of asermon as does the preacher himself.
If when you stand before acongregation you can assume
that your hearers have some knowledge of the lore of re¬
ligion, and some heritage of loyalty to the institution of
religion, you will get one kind of result. But if you cannot
assume these things you will get another kind of result.
The major problem of contemporary preaching arises
from the fact that not one of these primary conditions
can be assumed. Modern congregations do not do their
part in making the sermon! Our generation has lost con¬
t a c t w i t h t h e C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n . I t k n o w s b u t l i t t l e o f t h e
lore of religion—the Bible, the great doctrines, the hymns,
the poetry, the art, the lives of the church’s great men, the
history of the church. Certain it is that acongi’egation
relatively unacquainted with the Christian lore greatly nar¬
rows the range and richness of the sermon. Oi;r generation
has lost, too, the vivid sense of religioiis experience or con¬
v ic t i on wh ich i t cou ld once be assumed was e i t he r t he
actual possession or the felt need of every person in the
congregation. And the sense of belonging to an institution
whose organs were the natiiral media for the most ap-
]jropiate and satisfying expression of religious feeling, this
cannot now be taken for granted in auj^ congregation. Yet
the preacher is highly trained in this Christian tradition—
he thinks in terms of it, and his sermon pattenis are derived
from it. Iam not suggesting an apology for ineffective
preaching; but while we are trying in all good conscience
to improve the sermon, it is no less important that the
Christian intelligence and conviction and loyalty of the
people who hear the sermon shall be improved by other
methods than preaching.

Charles Clayton Morrison.

T h e A n n u a l F e s t i v a l

at El)en-Bzer will be held this year from Jidy 9th to 11th.
There will daily be services, lectures and Bible hours by
visiting pa,stors.

W e d e s i r e t o i n v i t e a l l f r i e n d s o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n t o b e

with us and we are looking forward to some good and
pleasant days together.

There are accomodations i'or all; but we would appre¬
ciate apost card announcing your intention of coming.

In behalf of the Motherhouse,
J. Madsen, Pastor.

T h e C h r i s t i a n s t u d e n t h a s b e e n l i b e r a t e d f r o m t h e
t runca ted v iew o f l i f e t ha t modern ma te r i a l i s t i c sc ience
today pre.sents, and has learned to look upon life in. all
its manysided fulness.

The Christian student furthermore has begun to learn
the meaning of real freedom, man's highest earthly good
-—the freedom that is not merely outward, economic and
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As Ipromised your business manager, Rev. Ernest

Nielsen, when he visited us in Troy some time ago, to send
in some news from, our church once in a) while, it is about
time Ifulfill my promise.

Lutheran Tidings” is awelcome guest in my home.
It is well edited, it is broad-minded and, to my mind, it is
needed to shape the future course of our synod. The future
belongs to our young* people, they should be encouraged to
build for the coming ages. We older people should be
bi’oad-minded enough to trust them; we should cultivate
the so-called culture in our homes so as to balance matters
o f t r a d i t i o n .
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As an old congregation, we have in Troy quite afew
old honored members, who in years gone by and at present
as honored members have advised our course for the future,
and their advice is received with gratitude.

We have lately had several golden wedding celebra¬
tions in our midst; these events have been held in our
church parlors.

In March Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jensen celebrated theirs,
and the i r numerous re la t i ves and f r i ends were the re to
show them their love and respect. Mr. Jensen was pres¬
ident of our congi-egation yeai-s ago, aposition now ably
filled by his son, Johannes Jensen.

Mr. and Mrs. Niels Schmidt celebrated their 55th wed¬
ding anniversary at their home in Troy in March of this
year. They are also honored members, whom we appreciate.

On June 12, Mr. and Mrs. Hans J. Madsen observed
the 50th anniversary of their wedding vows with avery
beautifullyy arranged celebration, surrounded by friends
and relatives. Mr. Madsen built our church and was pres¬
ident of our congregation in 1886; he is at present atrustee
and vice-president.

At these celebrations our pastor very ably talked about
these foundation builders of our congregation and about
what they had done in bygone years. They all deserve the
greatest honor and respect.

Our Ladies’ Aid Society under the very able leader¬
ship of Mrs. H. C. Hansen, our Men’s Club, with Fred
Beck as president, and the Young People’s Society, with
Jobs. Nielsen at its head, all, with the able cooperation of
our pastor and of the Board of Trastees, are tiying their
level best to steer our church in the right direction.

Fourteen young people, who were baptized and con¬
firmed in our congregation, joined as members last year.

With kind regards from Troy, N.Y., and best’wishes
for the future ...“Forward, no I’etreat!

Cohoes, N.Y., June 1937.
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E D I T O R I A L

The convention is over, and we have aU returned to
our own local churches again, to the fundamental work of
our churches, the work of spreading the gospel and the ad¬
ministration and participation of the means ot grace. This
work is the fundamental fact and purpose of our church,
or any church. If we are true followers of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we will try to obey his injunction to go out into the
world, making disciples of all nations by baptizing them
in His name and by teaching them all the things he has re¬
v e a l e d t o u s .

We come to convention once ayear to feel asense of
fellowship in the things of God and in the things we have
in common as agroup with acommon origin and acom¬
mon cultural backgi’ound; and we come to consider the
questions that confront us in our common Christian enter¬
prise and association. We come to convention expecting to
feel that we are not a. few but many who live the same life
of grace from God, and share in the joys and sorrows of
the whole synod more keenly than we can do when we live
quietly at home reading about them and experiencing them
second hand. We come to feel and to shoulder some of the
common burdens and responsibilities directly.

Our convention this year was unique at least in one
way. Not for many years has such oneness of purpose been
felt as at this meeting. Momentous questions came up for
decision and, while the discussions did not come off with¬
out stirring the feelings of many of us, nevertheless there
was no wavering when decisions came to be made. It was
not without fear that some came to the convention, but I
am sure many went away with adeep' sense of satisfaction
—but also astrong feeling of responsibility.

It is too early to know what will bo the outcome of
the decisions made at tliis convention; but whatever it may
be, we shall need all the blessings of God we are a,ble to

C. A. Stub.

Oscar C. Tofte, See’y
O '

A P l e a .

LORD, let) me like alighthouse stand
Above life’s troubled sea.

And let me speak of love and land
Across its mystery.

Let me give to some mariner
Who fears the stormy gloom

The comfort that acandle brings
To along, lonely room.

Lord, let me like alighthouse stand
Above the ocean’s fear;

Lord, let my glow be like ahand
That draws alost soul near.lay hold of.
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D . K . M . W o r k Unto Thee, 0Lord

Our Danish Women’s Mission work had, as it had been
planned, their yearly meeting during the church conven¬
tion at Askov, Minn., and are now starting on anew year
with, new hopes and new plans.

Mrs. Kj0lhede, who lost her husband just before, the
eonvention, again asked not to be reelected president; so
Mrs. Seeley Knudstrup, of Manistee, Mich., was chosen to
take her place. Mrs. Ottar J0rgensen, Cedar Falls, Iowa,
was elected as treasurer, and Mrs. Ernest Nielsen, Muske¬
gon, Mich., to take the place of Mrs. 0. C. Olsen. The other
membei’s on the board are Mrs. C. Arild Olsen, Dos Moines,
Iowa, and Ma’s. C. A. Stub, Ringsted, Iowa, who is secre¬
t a r y.

0, Lord our God, upo7i this erring, ivorld
We see thy justice and thy judgment fall
Stvift as the siveeping stvord of love divine
That smote, in ancient times, and. brought to nought
The proud prosperity of heedless hosts.
Moving in ivays lascivious, lower far
Than Abram’s flocks that grazed the grasses green

On Mamre’s feiiile plain.

Dark o’er the- world descends the day of doom—
God’s wrath is kindling on the fields of Spain,
While nations hear the thunderings of hell—
The hell that built our Sodom with past sin.
And set Gomorrah in infernal gloom
Upon this happy earth, that God designed
To be the vestibule of light and love
Through, which, in mutual fellowship divine.
The children of one Fatherhood might come

To h e a v e n a n d h o m e .

Inspired by being together at Askov and by the at¬
titude many of the women of our church are taking toward
this mission, we ai*e hoping that in the future as in the
past it may be ahelp and ablessing in the work of our
c h u r c h .

We are planning within the next month or so to send
out letters to al l the ladies’ aids in our synod with afew
new plans and ideas about the work; and we hope jmu will
receive them favorably and give us the support this cause
deserves. We shall keep you informed of the progress of
the work through the columns of our church papers.

A n n a J . S t u b . Too late! Too late!”—dear God, in mercy stay
The accents of that dreadful cry of doom.
That, o’er the citied hosts of human kind.
Shall herald forth the final end of all.
And shut the door of heaven against the world.

o-

B O O K S

The Castle of Contentment. By Jasgermestcr Plov (Gunnar
N i . s l ev ) . W i l l e t C la r k &Co . , 440 So . De r. rbo rn S t . ,
Chicago, 111. $2.00.
Some years ago afarmer in Denmark began to write

observations from his surroundings to the largest Danish
daily, “Berlingske Tidende. ”Those letters became im¬
mensely popular, and later, when put in hook form, these

Bi’eve fra Landet” quickly became “a best seller.” How
t h e b o o k w a s d i s c o v e r e d t o h a v e i n t e r e s t f o r u s i n A m e r i c a
and to be translated by Astrid Rosing Sawyer and Llevel-
lyn Jones, might be an interesting stoxy, which, however,
is beyond my purpose.

It’s agood sign that peo])lc in Denmark will read such
abook; for it is not anovel, but observations fi'om the
farm, the field, the barn, lake, garden, the sky and the
people,who share with each otlxer in these circumstances.
When Iread the first few chapters, Icould hardly get
placed; what was Ireading, anovel, philosophy, esthetics,
nature study, or what? Ihad become so used to seeing
Americans who read nothiixg but ai’tificial and supei*-thi'ii-
ling novels that Icould hardly imagine reading abook
that was neither theological, scientific, nor pathological.
What else do men write about in these prosaic times?
Well, here is something different, adelightful series of
chaptci’s of aman who has found life in his surroundings,
who has become attuned, not to the things that run mechan¬
ically, but to these thiixgs which have always heen com¬
panions of man. Once again we are stxmding with Adam,
listening to him call all things by* name as they pass.

The book is dedicated to Mi’s. Bx’yan Owen Rhode, who
states that “it poitrays charmingly the spirit of Danish
country life, but also an outstanding achievement in liter¬
ary form and human philosophy.”—I am going to keep on
reading, over apeilod of several years, achaptei’' now and
then from this book, so many stiU small voices speak to one

0, Christ, toe come—thou only art the Way
From darkness and from death, and. thou alone
The Truth that sets the .striving nations free
From the foul bondage of un-Christ-like, tear
And breathes the breath, of life in mortal man.
That maketh man once more a. living soul.{ (

G i l b e r t R a e .

fi’om its pages. To give an outline or even quotations is
almost impossible, xuxless it might be these woi-ds from the
chapter entitled, “Gi'own Up;”—“Down by the lake the
dai’k shi’ubbery-lined foot path opens into aclearing with
aflower bed which the gax’dener calls “the three-cornered
heai’t.” ...“If j’ou continue domi the path you see the
boat and the white bench whei'e guests in summer sit and
envy the farmer who owns all this and still goes about look¬
ing wori’ied.

How many of our guests have sat here exchangin
their thoughts about the ingratitude of human beings, about
the loathsome life in the city and the constant joy of the
country. And young men envying none ami each with Init
one thought in the world—the girl 1/y his side—they, too,
have sat here on warm summer evening-s while the fishes
leaped among the ru.shes and the ducks quacked among the
water lilly leaves.

Each page is full of such delightful pictures and it is
difficult to say which page may be most important to the,
I’eadcr. An intimate aqutaiance with each eliapter, wliich
can be read without any refei'once to the previous one, is
the only way to become at home in these sui'roundings of
t h e a u t h o r .

J 7
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Are There Difficulties in the Apostles’ Creed?
By L. C. Bundg-aard
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I s t l i e C h u r c h . L i m i t e d i n I t s C r e e d ?
T h e c r i t i c i s m h a s o f t e n b e e n a d v a n c e d

t h a t t h e c h u r c h h a s l i m i t e d i t s e l f t o c r e e d s .
T h e r e i s s o m e t r u t h i n t h e s t a t e m e n t . T h e r e
are many who have not seen the double im¬
plication in the words of Paul that with the
heart we believe unto riyhteousness, but with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Horn . 10 :9 f f .
whole personality must be an open book in
o u r r e l a t i o n t o t h e G o d i n w h o m w e b e l i e \ e
a n d t o w a r d t h e w o r l d i n w h i c h w e a r e s e ¬
lected to be the salt of the earth.

That human beings have their l imitations
e v e n a s m e m b e r s o f a c h u r c h s h o u l d n e i t h e r
surprise us nor make us cynical toward our
creed. This danger was umioubiedly fore;een
when the Lonl shortly after Peter ’s confes¬
sion at Casarea Phillippi began to speak to
His apostles about the larger obligation in
aconfession, that of taken up our cross, de¬
nying our own lives in order that we might
gain His.

In many Danish homes the Apos*-les ’cree.l
has become part of the daily devotion. And
very seldom, i f ever, have Tseen aDasish
church gathering, informal or formal, where
the leader did not say: “ L e t n . s t o y e t h e r
confess our Christian faith!” 1have .always

I r e l y
upon this God and Christ and this Suirit for
strength to live the life of which He is our
exanpile in His life and in His teachinq-;
such as it is left us by His aimslle- in the
writings that they have given us: Finally I
hope to be redeemed by Hi
His word in baptism.

H o w t h e C h u r c h i n D e n m a r k L o o k s a t
T h i s D o c t r i n e

(Concluded.)

spoke His iuconipreheusible but ever myste¬
rious word: Let there be light, He revealed
the source of an ever unfo ld ing, but yet
n e v e r f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d a b l e m y s t e r y a n d
power. If we grant that power, shall we not
at least begin to appreciate that this power
was at work in the conception of His son?

H e d e s c e n d e d i n t o h e l l . ” T h i s c l a u s e

I n o t h e r w o r d s t h a t o u r
Aquotation from one of the jiresent The¬

ologians in the Church of Denmark may not
b e a m i s s : “ O u t s i d e o f M a t t h e w a n d L u k e
there is hardly any reference in the How
Testament to the virgin birth of Christ, ap¬
parently this doctrine was not of vital im¬
portance in the message of the Aijostles. For
some reason o r o the r i t i s a lways th i s
m i r a c l e t h . a t t h e r a t i o n a l i s t i c c r i t i c s a t t a c k
fi r s t . T h e d o c t r i n e i s n o t a c o r n e r s t o n e o f
the Christian faith. We cannot advance any
proof that when God wanted to .send His
Son into the world, it had to bo in this man¬
ner and in no other. Wo presume that it is
p o s s i b l e t o b e l i e v e i n . l e s u s a s t h e S o n o f
God without accepting the virgin birth. On
the other hand, it is hard to understand why
this miracle always is the target of critics,
ft is not more nor less under.s'tandable than
any of the other miracles. And much is in
favor of the bel ief that Luke, the careful
h is to r ian , ga thered h is mate r ia l f rom the
n e a r e s t r e l a t i v e s o f J e s u s . W e k n o w t h a t h e
visited James, the brother of .Icsus in Jeru¬
salem (Acts and the re i s no th ing to
hinder us from believing that on that occa-
M o n h e m u s t h a v e a s k e d f o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n
some of the things that are evritten in the
first and second chapters of his gospel. His
remarks that ‘‘Mary hath kept all Ihc.ic
things in her heart,” indicate that he al.-o
had me t iMa ry. ”Knud Hee Ande rsen
“.lesus af Kazareth.” (p.33)

From the recent book by Tennis E. Gou-
w e n s , ‘ ‘ C a n 7 V c i t e p e a t t h e C r e e d ? ”
I(|Uote these words: “We are not saving

that you must believe in the virgin birth or
be rejected by Christ. We cannot say that.
Rut we do say that you may believe in the
virwii birth, and that eveiy lir.e of investi¬
gation indorses such faith. And we believe
that those who accept this doctrine cnioy a
lareer understanding of the power and ex¬
cellence of the Redeemer than those who dis¬
m i s s i t . ” ( p . 3 9 )

( C

most scholars agree is alater .mldition. His¬
torically we cannot trace its beginning. We
may judge from this that the early Christi¬
ans d id no t deem i t impo r tan t as apa r t
the confession of the church. How it finally
got. into the creed is beyond the purpose of
my discussion. Ishall briefly touch upon
the difficulties which may be advanced
against aliteral acceptance' of the clause.
That difficulty lies undoubtedly in the too
u n i v e r s a l i d e a o f a J o n a t h a n E d w a r d s c o n ¬
cept of Hell.

Peter, who alone spe.aks of Christ’s work
be tween H is bur ia l and H is resur rec t ion ,
does not speak of it as adescent into Hell,
but that He went .awmy and preached to the
sp i r i t i n p r i son . Pe t . 3 : t9 .

In the Danish churches in America, as
wel l as in Denmark, we have used inter-
changably the words: “Descended into the
rea lm o f the dead ’ ’ w i th “do. 'cendcd in to

And as far as Iknow, neither the-

felt that we were thereby saving:

h e l l ,

ologian nor layman has over protested pub¬
licly against this liberty. We have in this
wording come closer to the meaning of Pe¬
ter’s words; but we have also made it plain
as to what we mean by “hell.’’

Tennis E. Gouwens concludes his article
on this clause wdth these words: “In some
l i turgies the art ic le “descended into hel l
is inclosed by brackets. An asterisk refers to
anote which says that this article may be
omitted or that the wonl Hades mav be sub¬
stituted for the word hell. Iprefer not to
avail myself of either nrivile.n-e. Both the
omis.^ ion
d e s i r e t o m a k e t h e c r e e d
easier. But the gospel is not smooth and
easy. It W'as not an easy thing for Christ
to provide ago.spel. Iwant a.gospel which
recognizes life as it is, and which can rise
above it with an everlasting triumph. That
is the kind of gospel you want. It is the
o n l y k i n d t h a t w i l l d o .
w e h a v e i n C h r i s t ,
w h e n I . s a y t h a t
he l l .

) t

who gave mem

Grundtv iy.
I h a v e n o w come to the place where 1

must tell apart of the hisrory of the church .
which is not commonly known,
ahundred years ago ayoung newly ordained
mini.«ter was preaching his first sermon in
the city of Copenhagen.

It was during the critical period of ra¬
tionalism, which had .swept over all of
Europe. Ho had chosen for his subject:
“Why has the Word of God disappeared
from His House?” The sermon

i n

M o r e I l i a n
j >

and the subst i tut ion suggests a
s m o o t h e r a n d

w a s a v i g ¬
orous attack upon some of the outstand¬
ing clergymen and professors of the time.
The incident led to along theological bat¬
tle between this youthful preacher and
friends that rallied to his side. The result
lyiis areligious crisis in this young man’s
life that was not loss severe than that of
Martin Luther. One day the qnestio
came to him: “Are you, who are trvin
to reform the church, aChristian?
,vou have the assurance of forgiveness of
your own sins? The result of this search¬
ing question was abattle with the forces
of darkness; but from that darkness he
w a l k e d

From the standpoint of science
justly ask the question:
miraculous conception
n a t u r a l l a w ?
was impossible with God.

w e m a y
A r e w e s u r e t h e

. A n d i t i s t h e k i n d
I w i l l n o t l o w e r m v v o i c e

● l e - i i s “ d e - c e n d e d i n t o
for the issue of that descent was the

world’s most glorious victory.” {p.5S)
The re.ssureetion of the fle.sh.

contended that this part of the creed con¬
flicts with ]Cor. 1.'3:;i5 ff.; but Ithink tliar
depends upon what we moan by
body,
glorified body, a. .spiritual body
necessarily mean that we arise with abody
that is different is composition from the
o n e t h a t w e h a v e n o w.

i s a g a i n . ' - t s o - c a l l e d
Mary though t tha t no th ing

She keiit all the
things in her heart that would be unintel¬
l ig ib le to ord inary minds unt i l la te in her
life; when she finally gave her secrets to
Luke the Physician, she gave it to one who
would not flippantly betr.ay asacred trust.
It certainly is significant that he who traced
everi/lhisy from the beyinniiiy ‘-liould be the
one to give ns the simple .story of the beau¬
t i f u l b i r t h o f C h r i s t .

n

J }

D o

I t has been

into the beautiful light
gave to the Chr i s t i an church
most prolific, hymn writers, atrea.sure
just recently discovered by the English
speaking church. The result of th
;ind the theological battle, where scripture

"■as shot against scripture pas¬
sage , was ad iscove ry wh ich , a t l eas t as
f a r : i s l u ‘ w a

fl e s h ’ ’ o r
Certainly whether we arise with a

t o e s n o t

( ( w h i c h
o n e o f i t s

Not all scientists deny the virgin birth.
Borne years .ago Itook, acourse in Genetics
from Dr. Whitney, at the Cniversity of Ne-
brask:i. One chiy lie lectured to us about the
strange one-cellular birth of certain insects
Dr. Whitney S|iokc of it very respectfully as
a“virgin birth,” indicating that .such things
as we call avirgin birth, or miraculous con¬
cep t i on , i s
P,arthenogenesi.s.--I’artheno-Virgin;
or ig in .

Science has become veiy cautious about its
religious deductions. We may safely s.a.y that
they have no more definite information about
the mysteries of life than is suggested on
the first page of the Bible. The .spirit of
God brooded above the wateis, and whou he

e c r i s i s

p a s s a g eMcFaydes states that the change in the
c lause “The resu r rec t i on o f t he flesh ” to

the resurrection of the body” does not in¬
volve any change in doctrine; but that the
idea of continual fellowship, in abody, is
p r e s e r v e d . ” ( p . S t )

Perhaps human minds can not come much
closer to expressing our ideas of the future
state than we have it in the wonls of Tennis
E. Gouwens: “We believe that in the world
beyond our souks will have bodies or forms,

instruments appropriate to
their new enviroiiiueut. We do rot know just
what these forms wdll be and therefore our
vocabulary fails us.” (p. 134)

.s concerned, brought peace,
j o y a n d n e w l i f e i n t o h i s e x i s t e n c e . I t
brought about arevival of the church of
Denmark which unto Ihis day is iiroducing
an abundant harvest in ridigious literature
and congregational life. Here Imust quote
t h e w o r d s o f N i c o l a i F r e d e r i k
Griindtvig, for that was the man’s name,
who later came to bo known as the Proph¬
et of the North, or in the words of the

the visionary
m o s t i n t i m a t e

friend Iiigomann, Grundtvig wrote those
w o r d s :

{ i

k n o w n t o s c i e n c e i n I h e w ' o r d
Gene.si.s-

B e v e r i n

o r o r g a n s o r Norwegian poet Bj0rn,soii
o f t h e N o r t h .

( (

f } T o h i s
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We have exper ienced aremarkab le
h o u r ( T i m e ) . I h a v e d a i l y b e e n d r a w n
i n t o a b a t t l e t h a t I h a v e n o t l o v e d f o r

its own sake, but which must bo fought
t o a v i c t o r i o u s c o n c l u s i o n i n t h e n a m e
o f C h r i s t . T h e e n e m i e s o f t h e c h u r c h
arc raving in their bl indness. And i t is
c l e a r t o m e t h a t t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e
o n e t h o u s a n d t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e
church in the North will be unforget¬
table  God bo praised, that before
t h i s h o u r o f c r i s i s I h a v e d i s c o v e r e d
the rock upon which with Luther, God
be p ra i sed , we have bu i l t , bu t wh i ch
for many hundred years has been hid¬
den to the church: i t i s t h e o r i g i n a l
unchangeable confession, the three art¬
ic les o f fa i th , wh ich together w i th the
s a c r a m e n t s h a v e d o n e a l l t h e w o r k o f
t h e c h u r c h a n d i s n o w i t s t r u e t e s t i ¬
m o n y. N o w, I a m n o l o n g e r i n d a n g e r
of judging anyone according to my ex¬
planat ion o f the scr ip ture , wh ich even
w h e n m o s t c o r r e c t d o e s n o t t e l l m e

( ( ma r r i age on June 9 . The ce remony was
performed by Rev. A. Th. Dorf, Brook¬
l y n . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !

O U R C H U R C H

R e v . F r e d e S t 0 t t n i p . I t w i l l b e r e m e m ¬
b e r e d t h a t R e v. S t 0 t t r u p , w h o f o r m a n y
years has suffered gr ievously from arthr i¬
t i s , l i v e s a t A s k o v, M i n n . H e h a s b e e n
confined to his bed for several years nn-
a b l e t o m o v e . N o w h e h a s a l s o l o s t h i s

sight, and his hearing is much impaired.
During the convention at Askov many of
h is fe l low pastors and o thers v is i ted h is
homo. On one occasion aworship and
c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e w a s h e l d w i t h h i m . —

In sp i te o f h is great suffer ing Rev. Stp t -
t rup keeps up h is in terest in what takes
place in the .synod. He loves to sing; and
h e i s w o n d e r f u l l y s t r e n g t h e n e d b y f a i t h
in our Lord Jesus Christ. The patience,
f o r t i t u d e , a n d s w o o t n o s s o f m i n d w i t h
w h i c h h e b e a r s h i s h e a v y b u r d e n i s a
gripping sermon to behold.

Rev. P. Kj01hede, Grant, Jtich., passed
away at his home .Tune) IS. Rev. Kjplhcdc
was the oldest pastor of our church; ho
was in act ive serv ice unt i l qui te recent ly,
a n d h e w a s t h e O r d i n a t o r o f o u r c h u r c h
until ayear ago. At one time Rev. Kj0l-
hede was the president of our church; he
h a s a l s o b e e n e d i t o r o f
l o r ’ ’ .

K i r k c l i g S a m -
F r o m t h i s i t w i l l b e c l e a r t h a t h e

was aver }^ ac t i ve man in the se rv ice o f
h i s c h u r c h . W e h a v e m u c h t o b e t h a n k ¬
f u l t o h i m a n d t o G o d f o r .

S u n d a y, . T u l j ' 2 0 , a l a r g e n u m b e r o f
friends paid their last respects to their de¬
parted leader, first at h is home at Grant ,
M ich . ,
w h e r e a m e m o r i a l s e r v i c e w a s h e l d u n d e r
the leadership of Rev. A. C. Kildcgaard,
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e d i s t r i c t . P a r t i c i p a n t s i n
the se rv i ce w i th h im wore Rev. H . Juh l ,
Gray l ing, Mich. , Rev. Ot to Nie lsen of the
U n i t e d D a n i s h C h u r c h , R e v. E r n e s t D .
Nie lsen, Muskegon, Mich. , and Mr. C. A.
G r a h a m o f A s h l a n d F o l k S c h o o l , G r a n t ,
M i c h . M r s . K a r o l i n c K j p l h c d c e x p r e s s e d
her gratitude to God and men for, the sym¬
pathy and assistance given, and for the
l o n g a n d f r u i t f u l s e r v i c e G o d h a d g i v e n
her husband to perform. On Tuesday, .Inly
22, Rev. Kjplhoile was laid to rest in the
family burial grounds in the Newell , Iowa,
cemetery.

i (

a n d l a t e r a t t h e c h u r c h t h e r e .

Rev. H. C. Strandskov, whose last serv¬
ice was at Hampton, Iowa, is now living
a t A s k o v, M i n n . H i s h e a l t h i s n o t v e r y
g o o d , a n d h e h a s d i f fi c u l t y i n w a l k i n g .
His memory sometimes fails him, and it is
hard for h im to recognize people. Dur ing
the convent ion agrea t number o f h is o ld
friends paid vi.sits to him at his homo, as
he was unable to take part in any of the
meetings. Anumber of his friends par¬
took of the T/ord’s Sapper together with
him at his home one of the days of the
meet ing.

* * ♦

Prof. P. Jorgensen, Grand View College,
is the temporary ed i tor o f “Dannev i rke ” ,
a p o s i t i o n h e a l s o h e l d f o r a f e w m o n t h s
a y e a r a g o .

♦ * *

Rev. A. Th. Dor f , Brooklyn, N. Y. , took
part in the Rebi ld Fourth of . In ly fest iva l
th i s year as a rad io speaker. H is speech
w a s b r o a d c a s t f r o m N e w Y o r k . . \ r r . W m .
S. Knudsen, president of General Motors,
was t he o the r . speake r t o be b roadcas t
f rom th is count ry.

* * *

Rev. Holger 0. Nielsen, who has served
the congrega t ion a t F redsv i l l e , Iowa , fo r
the last several years, has accepted acal l
from the church at .Tnnetion City, Ore. He
w i l l move t o h i s new cha rge some t ime
t h i s f a l l .

w h e r e t h e b o u n d a r y l i n e i s b e t w e e n
heresy and Christianil^'. O, learn thou
a l s o w i t h m e t h a t c o n f e s s i o n , w h i c h ,
sealed in the blood of martyrs, has giv¬
en ns bap t i sm and the Lords Supper.
Ass imi la te these omnipo ten t means o f
grace in unreserved faith and you shall
not be dest i tute of spir i t , but shal l bo
led by it into the great spiritual treas¬
ure chamber of scr iptures, where there
is plenty in store to make ns all abun¬
dantly r ich; often we have been recre¬
ated by the hand of the spi r i t to un¬
derstand the heavenlj ' gems.

The Lo rd b le . ss thy coming in and
thy going out for evermore.

You r f r i end .

o -

C H R I S T A N D C O N S T I T U T I O N

(tlontinutd from column 3od)
T h e g o v e r n m e n t w a s i n s o r e fi n a n c i a l

s t r a i t s . T h r o u g h t h e r o y a l d e b t m a y n o t
have been greater than it had been in the
two earlier major crises (1840 and lu84), it
must be remembered that the monarchy now
recently had been dismembered and much of
the rest of the country devastated by asuc¬
cession of foreign invaders. Many of the
peasants were ruined. The Sound Dues also
had declined. It was clear that .a larger part
o f t h e t a x b u r d e n w o u l d h a v e t o b e b o r n e
by the nobles and burghers.

To dea l w i th the revenue prob lems the
king cal led aparl iament (Sigudap) in KifiO.
It was composed of nobles, churchmen, and
burghers. The peasants were not represented
except as they might be said to be tlirongh
the representatives of the other estates. The
government laid aproposal before this par¬
liament to abolish the old tax system and to
levy new taxes, notably aconsumption tax,
no t un l i ke ou r p resen t s .a les taxes . The
nobles were quite wil l ing to have the ‘‘un-
f ree” commoners pay the new taxes , bu t
they refused pointblank to pay them them-
.“olves. The eommoners insisted on equality
and easily won the king over to their aide
I n t h e f a c e o f t h i s c o m b i n a t i o n t h e n o b l e s
deemed it wise to yield.

The eommoners, convinced of their ]iower,
then pressed for further measures to increase
the equal i ty betw-een the estates. As the
nobles were in no mood for this, the com¬
moners proposed to change tlm form of the
government from an elective to ahereditary
monarchy. The nobles fiercely remonstrated
t h a t t h i s w a s a v i o l a t i o n o f t h e c h a r t e r
{Haandfces tn i i i f /en) . There v.e re looks o f
swords and daggers, and poinled questions
about treason and revolution, but after a
show of force on the part of the king and
days and nights of deliberations on the part
nobles, the latter joined wdth the eommoners
in offering Frederick 111 and his deseeiiil-
ants Denmark as ahereditary monarchy. At
the same time the king was also asked to

Gru ndtvig

The sp i r i tua l t rans fo rmat ion wh ich took
p l a c e i n t h e c h u r c h w h e r e v e r t h i s v i e w
was accepted can only be explained upon
the ground that upon the rock of achild¬
l ike confess ion the church became v ic to¬
r ious . . . .H is to r ica l l y Grundtv ig never
claimed that the Apostle’s Creed could
he proven; he s imply had made the d is¬
c o v e r y t h a t t h e ‘ ‘ w o r d o f f a i t h ” w a s a n
inheritance, and upon that inheritance to¬
g e t h e r w ' i t h P r a y e r a n d S a c r a m e n t h e
lived afruitful life until ho on aMonday
af ternoon two days shor t o f n ine t j ' yean;
of age fell asleep after having preached
h i s usua l se rmon t he day be fo re . S i nce
the days of Grnndtvig many have made a
s indy o f t he Apos to l i c Fa the rs t o r ed i s¬
c o v e r t h e t r a c e s o f a n i n h e r i t e d f a i t h i n
hifStory and scripture.

Arc there difficulties in the Apostle’s
Creed? I t i s a lways d i f ficu l t t o th ink the
thoughts of God after him.

Tennyson, on one of his morning walks,
s t o p p e d b e f o r e a n o l d s t o n e w a l l a n c l
looked in wonder upon aflower that grew
there, his reflections were given ns in
t h e s e w o r d s :

Danebod People’s Col lege, Tyler, Minn. ,
h i c h i s n o w i n t i n ' m i d s t o f i t s s u m m e r

session for girls, has an enrollment of 25,
and the work i s go ing fo rward success¬
f u l l y .

* # *

Dagmar, Mont. The Dagmar congrega¬
t i o n c e l e b r a t e d i t s M i d s u m m e r F e s t i v a l
July 2-4. Rev. Aage Mpller was the guest
speaker. This festival has been held an¬
nua l l y f o r many yea rs now. I t i s adm i r¬
able that the church can keep up this tra¬
d i t i o n i n s p i t e o f t h e m a n y d i s c o n r a g e -
ments they have had the last years in the
form of drought and crop fa i lures.F lower in the crannied wal l ,

Ip luck you out o f the crannies,
Ihold you here in my haml, root and all.

L i t t l e fl o w e r : i f I c o u l d k n o w w h a t y o n
a r c — r o o t a n d a l l ,

I w o u l d k n o w w h a t G o d a n d m a n i s .

Rev. August Faber died recent ly at Fre-
d e r i k s h a v n , D e n m a r k , a t t h e a g e o f 7 1 .
Ho rece ived h i s theo log i ca l educa t i on a t
the o ld Seminary a t West Denmark , Wis .
For many years he served as pastor in our
.synod, also as secretary of the synod for
atime and business manager for „Kirke-
lig Samler”. His last service was at Fre-
der ikshavn, Denmark .

R E F E R E N C E S :

Donald C. McFayden: Understanding the
Apostles’ Creed.

Tennis E. Gouwens: Can Wo Repeat the
C r e e d ?

F. L. Grundtvig: Troens Ord.
N. F. S. Grundtvig: Kirkespejl.
Knud Hee Andersen: Jesus of Nazareth,

Mr. Ha lvor Jensen, ason o f Rev. V. S .
.Tensen, Hartford, Conn., and Miss .Torgine
Andersen, adaughter of Mr. Marius An¬
dersen of Brooklyn, N. Y., were united in
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T o w h a t e x t e n t t h a tresponsible to God.
wou ld bo a l im i t a t i on may be l e f t t o t he
r e a d e r . T h a t i t w o u l d b e a l i m i t a t i o n w h e r e

l u t e k i n g s , t h o u g h i t i s t r u e t h a t P. A .
H e i b e r g a n d B n n m w e r e e x i l e d a n d
Grund tv ig fo r severa l years fo rb idden to
pub l i sh what he wro te . Grundtv ig co ined
the phrase; Freedom for Loke as well as for
T h o r, w h i c h w a s l i b e r a l e n o u g h f o r t h e
liberals under the constitutional kings aft¬
er 1849 . Bu t awag sugges ted tha t t he re
b o a d d e d t o i t : B u t n o s t a t e a i d f o r L o k o !

To s u m u p , D a n i s h a b s o l u t i s m w a s
thoroughgo ing in theory, o rder ly and l ib¬
eral in practice. One great defect of the
King’s Law- was the lack of provis ion for
cal l ing parl iaments or otherwise consult ing
the people. The early absolute kings mend¬
e d t h i s d e f e c t b y c o n s u l t i n g s p e c i a l
groups, e.spccially the merchants, on tech¬
n i c a l m a t t e r s .

O f t he l a te r abso lu te k i ngs , F rede r i ck
VI in an unguarded moment had said that

w ' e a l o n e k n o w ' w h a t i s b e s t f o r o u r s u b ¬
jects; ” but in 1831 he fe l t constra ined to
institute district parliaments {St(enderm0-
der ) w i th adv isory powers . Freder ick V l l ,
the las t o f the abso lu te k ings , a f te r the
people had hinted'’ at the possibility of a
r e s o r t t o t h e ‘ ‘ s e l f h e l p o f d e s p a i r,
h is own ‘ ‘ f ree w ' i l l and consent ” g ran ted
the l iberal const i tut ion of 1849, by w'hich
the government of Denmark was changed
f r o m a n a b s o l u t e t o a l i m i t e d m o n a r c h y
w i t h a n a t i o n a l p a r l i a m e n t .

fornui late afundament.a l la%v ( formcre en
Ileces) is place of the charter—that is, to
draft anew const i tut ion. I f the nobles and
commoners had ho])ed to have had ashare
in the making of this comditution, they w-ero
doomed to disappointment. But the change
from elect ive to hereditary monarchy w-as
further approved by the head of the families
of the nobles, the bishops, the ministers of
the church, the professors of the university,
and the leading burghers signing the act of
1660, establishing the absolute rule of Fre¬
d e r i c k I I I . I t i s s a i d t h a t n o n e o f t h e m
dared to refuse to sign.

The king at once set to work to reorganize
A.supreme court as-

there was . a l i ve church can scarce ly be
d o u b t e d . T h e r e w e r e o t h e r l i m i t a t i o n s — t h e

orderly manner in which the consti tut ional
change had been made, the promise of Fre¬
d e r i c k I I I t h a t t h i s s h o u l d a c c r u e t o t h e
benefit of all the people, the well-established
inst i tut ions of the country W'hicl i no ruler
could safely ignore.

To contemporary Denmark the const i tu¬
tional change of 1660 and the subsequent
King’s Law meant the breaking daw-n of
t h e b a r r i e r b o t w ' e e n n o b l e s a n d c o m m o n -
er.s , W'h ich had been mainta ined by the
ol igarchy of nobles which had ruled Den¬
mark since the death of Erik Klipping in
1286. It meant freedom, equality, and op¬
portunity for larger numbers of people.
Henceforth al l would pay the regular
t a x e s a n d b o t h n o b l e s a n d c o m m o n e r s
were eligible for lower and higher admin¬
i s t r a t i v e o f fi c e s . I t i s t r u e t h a t t h e e a r l i e r
a b s o l u t e k i n g s p r e f e r r e d c o m m o n e r s f o r
those offices, but even Freder ick I I I em¬
p l o y e d H a n n i b a l S e h e s t e d , a m e m b e r o f
t h e o l d n o b i l i t y, f o r t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t
administrative post, though he was not on
intimate terms with the king, because he
w’as capable and loyal to the people and
count ry.

Though strict regulation and censorship
were by no means unknown under the ab¬
s o l u t e k i n g s w h o r u l e d D e n m a r k f r o m
1660 to 1849, there was, generally speak¬
i n g , n o c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t s
meted out to ind iv idua ls , and no massa¬
c r e s o f p r o t e s t i n g g r o u p s . T h e f a c t t h a t
s u c h c r i t i c s o f s o c i e t y a n d g o v e r n m e n t
l i v e d u n d e r D a n i s h a b s o l u t i s m a s L . H o l -
berg , the He ibergs , Ma l te Conrad Bruun,
and Bishop Grundtvig also speaks well for
the good sense and liberatity of the abso-

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
sumed the judicial functions of the former
Council of the Eealm (Hiffxrcwd). Several
colleges similar to modern departments or
ministries took over m.atters relating to the
army, navy, and trea."ury. State and church
mat te r s con t i nued t o be hand led by t he
chancery. In the administration of local af¬
fairs royal officers {Amim(vnd) replaced to

large extent the former nobles, now shorn
of many of their ancient privileges. Modern
Denin.ark was in the making.

The king was assisted in this great work
of reorganizing the government by such men

F e d e r G r i f f e n f e l d a n d H a n u i b a t S e h e -
,sted. The former w'as born acommoner; the
latter belonged to the nobility, and was a
bro ther - in - law o f the k ing . Sehes ted as¬
sumed the important task of rehabilitating
the royal financial system as minister of
finance {Henlemestcr). He was aman with
aprogram and the ability to carry it out.
He solved the financial problem by increas¬
ing the national income through the new
taxes, by cutting expenses, and by adjusting
the huge national debt which had been made
by giving the creditor usable pawns and also
by the newer method of selling future taxes
—a method akin to the present day method
of raising revenue by selling tax anticipa¬
tion warrants. In the adjustment of the
national debt the creditors were compelled
to buy royal manors at the government’s
p-ice. Frederick III kept the Sound Dues,
for his own private use and his treasury was
w e l l fi l l e d a t t h e t i m e o f h i s d e a t h . H e
owned less land than some of his predeces¬
sors, bid Ihrn fho economy of the country
was becoming more and more nmoney
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Travel To
D e n m a r k

o n c o m f o r t a b l e s t e a m e r s o f t h e

Norwegian
America Line

N u r s e s Wa n t e d
T h r e e C h r i s t i a n w ' o m e n a r c n e e d e d

at the Hospital at Eben-Ezer. All
Ihrco must bo graduate and regist¬
ered in their respective states.

One must—bcs idc .s be ing reg is t¬
ered in her lioiiie Htiite—also qualify
( ’n r reg is t ru t ion w i th the Co lorado
S t a t e H o a r d i f h e r h o m e s t a t e d o e s
n o t h a v e ‘ ‘ r e c i p r o c i t y
rndo. She must bo capable of taking
charge of the care, of patients, the
nurses and other helpers connected
with the care of the pat ients.

O n e m u s t b e a s u r g i c a l n u r s e —
capable of taking charge of the
operating room and all pertaining to

Passengers may take the rente along
the picturesquo coast with its bonu-
t i fn l f jo rds, or d isembark a t Bergen
and travel across the majestic moun¬
t a i n s t o O s l o o n r o u t e t o D e n m a r k .

e c o n o m y .

There was still the important matter of
W'riting the new constilution, known in liis-
lory ns the King’s Imw (Konrjelnven). This
appears to have been begun in 1665. Several
outlines were made, but the final draft was
the work of Fedor Griffenfeld. I t was kept
asecret for several .years and not published
in full until 1709. It has the dubious honor
of being the only written constitution in the
world establishing an absolute government
in all its detail, the most Hioroughgoing
absolute government in Euroj'e excepting
Turkey, it has been said. Tliir. would seem
to indicate that i t was athoroughly objec¬
t i o n a b l e c o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d
necessary to add that it does not satisfy
condit ions and demands of moi lcrn demo¬
cratic comdries. Yet recent Danish histori¬
ans have found much in it to commend. In¬
deed, they consider it quite modern if the
word State is substituted for tlie word Kim).
By no means can it be called an unrestricted
grant of pow'ers for erratic personal rule.
The law itself prescribes some and asMimes
numerous important limitations. The monar¬
chy was hereditary to Frederick TIT and his

W i t h t h e r e c e n t d i s m e m b e r ¬

ment of the realm freshly and painfully in
mind, the constitution forbade the king to
diminish i ts terr i tory. The k ing must be a
member of the Lutheran church and he is

) r w i t h C o l o -

S A I L I N G D A T E S

( f r o m N o w Yo r k )
July 31

Stavangerfjord A u g u s t 2 5
Berg-ensfjord
Stavang-erf jord .. November 6

Berg’eusfjord

O c t o b e r 9
i t .

O n e s h a l l b o n e e d e d a s n i g h t
nurse in charge.

All must be of good health and
past experiences urges us to add
t h a t s m o k e r s o r d r i n k e r s a r e n o t
w a n t e d — n o m a t t e r w h e r e t h e y
graduated —. church hospital or
n o t .

Accommodations booked through Co¬
penhagen and six other Danish cities
a t n o e x t r a c o s t .

Exclusively Scandinavian officers
a n d c r e w ' . Q u i c k e s t r o u t e t o N o r -
r vay. Wr i t e f o r pa r t i cu l a r s .

i t i s s c a r c e l y ‘ i
I b

The sa lar ies are those customary
for the respective positions.

Any one des i rous o f becoming a
constructive force in the hospital at
Eben-Ezer will please confer with:

The Superintendent,
Eben-Ezer, Brush, Colo.

NB: We beg pastors to aid us in
c a l l i n g
Chr is t ian women to the above.

.1. Madsen, Motberhouso, Pastor.

Norwegian America
L i n e

Chicago: 333 N. Mich igan Ave.
M i n n e a p o l i s : 8 3 1 M a r q u e t t e A v e .

N e w Y o r k : 2 4 S t a t e S t r e e t
S e a t t l e : 4 t h a n d U n i o n

S a n F r a n c i s c o : 3 0 4 P o . s t S t r e e t
W i n n i p e g : 2 7 8 M a i n S t r e e tthe at tent ion of capablecle.seciKlants.

When answering advertisements, please
mention ^‘Lutheran Tidings. t }


