
l.uti)eran Cttiingsi
V o l u m e I V FEBRUARY 5, 1938 N u m b e r 1 3

U

H O P E O F E A R T H
The lieading- of tliis article is taken from the song,

Take the Name of Jesus with you,” in which occurs the
refrain, “Hope of earth and joy of heaven,” applied to
Chr i s t . We l im i t ou rse l ves th i s t ime to the fi rs t ha l f o f
tlie double i^hrase because we wish to consider this Hope
for our life here and now. And we are thinking not so
much of the individual as of the aggregation of individuals
in our nation and the entire human familj-.

We know the sordid background of our social life to¬
day. There is little need of rehearsing to an observing
Christian tlie condition of human society and its swift
drift down-stream, morally and spiritually. We have been
hoping for asort of automatic improvement, and we have
tried almost ̂ everything that the natural mind of man can
devise. The result is anything l)ut encouraging. We have
tried “religion” after afashion for temi^oi’al ends. But we
find—a little late in the daj"—that when religion is used
as ameans for temporal ends instead of agoal for its own
sake, the blessings we expected prove to be dead ashes.

There is only one hope left: the Christianity of Christ.
Read the magazines and listen to the radio messages and
you will find that nine-tenths of their panaceas are only a
sil ly “ought to” and afuti le “must,” carefully avoiding
“the one thing needful.” The essential “pins” is carefullj'
ignored. Even cathedral spires, beautiful ceremonies, soft
music, and stately ritual will not save the situation.

We hear the moaning of many waters of human mis¬
ery. If we put our fingers in our ears and sing our dox-
ologies; if M-e seek aSunday sanctuary only for the com¬
fort of our own small souls; if the measly little “me” is
the chief object of salvation, the wrath of God will burn
up our hope till there is not left even the cinders of regret.

The natural man prates about a“Supremo Being
and docs not realize that a])art from Christ there is mere
atheism. Apart from God, manifest in Christ and present
in the Holy Spirit, every blessing becomes acurse. Severed
from God in Christ, the success of the business man, of the
statesman (or politician), of the scientist, of the educator,
of the preacher is all failure, apitiful failure that makes
not only angels but men weep.

Christianity, to be real, dominates the whole of life,
d’o make it acle])artment, achurch and Sunday observa¬
tion, desti'oys its veiw nature. When anything apart from
Chi'ist becoTues an end to itself and loyalty to it is regarded
as the highest duty, the result is aChristless religion and
the degradation of the individual soul. This ap])lies equal¬
ly to abusiness enterprise, an institution, a])oli1ical party,
anation, oi' the church. 'Plie whole thing becomes alie, aiul
all the hopes that each may seem to offer will wither and
blow away. When that one thing called Life leaves the
body, however beautiful, the I'osult is ai)oisonous carcass.

Unless there is an Amen of obedience to His Spirit in
all the common i-elalions of daily life, our “solemn feasts
are agrief to the Christian, ajoke to the worldling, and
an insult to God. We seem to imagine that if we only ad¬

mit that we are “miserable sinners,” we have fulfilled all
righteousness. But that confession is not sincere unless we
repent of our coi’ijorate sins of ommission and commission
and highly resolve by the grace of God to love our neigh¬
bor as ourselves by laboring at the dikes of the flood that
is inundating the world.

To dismiss it lightly from our minds by simply echo¬
ing the truth that sin is the cause of all our woe is dis¬
honest and despicable when there is so much that could be
done to stem the tide, if we were less callons and cowardly.
If we do not ‘‘feel our sinfulnness, ”as so many complain,
visit ajail or penitentiary, an asylum for the insane, a
hospital, aslum back street, afactory full of profane girls,
aroad-house Saturday night and we shall feel our sinful¬
ness with avengeance. All this crime, poverty, intemper¬
ance, mental and physical suffering is our sin. We are re¬
sponsible for far more of it than we like to think. And if
we do not east about for means at our disposal to correct
the inequalities of life, onr church services and church
activities are apompous sham. “It seems to be increas¬
ingly clear to thinking people,” says Rev. Will iam B.
Spofford, “that the world in which we live is rapidly
blowing itself to pieces. Some of us therefore feel that the
time has long since arrived for the Clmstian church to
seek the roots of our difficulties—which is the meaning of
the word radical—and then present the Christian solutions
in as militantly partizan away as possible.

But unless we lift our eyes to “a figui-e hanging
sei’eneR patient in His agony upon aeross, ”we shall re¬
main indifferent and lack the moral courage to do any¬
thing more than the priest and the Levite in the story of
the Good Samaritan. The inspiration of fervent love and
power to accomplish must come from the crucified and
t r i umphan t Ch r i . s t . I f He has found room in ou r hea r t s
and we act out onr faith in Him and His word, the glory
of His love shal l be made mani fest on ear th . For He is

Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Our choice is either
the confession of our hope in Him by deeds of Christian
valor in atrue Crusade, or darkness over all the earth;
either to crowii Him Lord of all, or the setting of the sun
in smoke and Wood wliile we look for the rising of the
bright and morning Star, in the blessed hope of His
appearing.
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Board Meeting at Des Moines, Iowa.
January 11-12, 193S.

Tuesday, January 11th, the Synodical Board met at
Gi’and View College to decide on anumber of important
is.sues especially with reference to the college.

President C. A. Olsen resigned at the convention at
A.skov, Minn., last June. The board has no authority to
appoint aman for this position, but the usual procedure
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liave blueprints and specifications made of the plan giv¬
ing us two rooms and then ask tor bids from several con¬
tractors. We hope the actual bids will prove to be some¬
what lower than the estimate. It will then be decided what
to do. To save apenny now may mean to be forced to
spend adollar later.

We have 38 students at Grand View College this year,
but this number must be increased considerably next year,
as the requirement is at least 50 students taking college
courses to become accredited. Different ways of obtainin
more students were also discussed. Perhaps more students
cou ld be had f rom Dos Mo ines i f amore in tens ive work
was done with this purpose. It was also brought out that
the teachers at our school are in the best position to do
t h i s w o r k .

is that it nominates aman qualified for it and presents
his name at the next convention. As plans have to be made
now for the next school jmar and as it was deemed desir¬
able to have the advice of the man nominated on these
matters, so much more as we have applied to have Grand
View College accredited as ajunior college, this matter
w a s c o n s i d e r e d fi r s t .

The result was that Prof. Alfred C. Nielsen was nomi¬
nated for president of the school. The nomination was
accepted on condition that he is not required to live at the
college. In order to solve this difficulty it was then decided
to ask k i r. TIara ld Knudsen to become dean of s tudents
and as such to live at the school with his family, moving
in when President Olson moves out. klr. Knudsen can take
care of his new duties besides continuing his work as a
t e a c h e r .

( T

Another thing discussed was the offering of scholar-
sliips, which is now being used by most colleges. As they
generally consist in free tuition, they Avould not mean a
direct expense on the part of the school. To have some¬
thing definite to go by the faculty was asked to make a
Ijlan for this and report to the next meeting of the board.

But let us remember that the; most important work in
this respect we can do ourselves in our congregations. It
can be done by all friends of Grand View College. And
what i s more na tu ra l than to send our own ch i ld ren to
our own school? In this work both ministers and laymen
can help, and we need the help. We must have more stu¬
dents to become accredi ted and to cut down the burden
of expense.

In this way, we also get avacant teacher’s residence
which can be occupied by Prof. Nielsen next year. At
present he has to rent ahouse some distance from the
school. The board feels that in this way we have found a
s o l u t i o n t h a t A v e a l l c a n h a v e f u l l c o n fi d e n c e i n . T h e o f f e r
was later accepted liy Mr. and Mrs. Knudsen.

A t t h e c o n v e n t i o n a t A s k o v i t A v a s a l s o d e c i d e d t o r e ¬
quest the board to nominate apastor qualified to become
ateacher at our seminary. For some time Rev. S. D. Rod-
holm has been carrying most of this burden alone, assisted,
by some of the teachers at the school and also by pastors
Avithin and outside the synod. We have been getting along
in this Avay as the attendance at the seminary has been
very small, biit Ave hope and pray that the attendance may
soon groAv considerably. So it Avas decided to nominate Rev.
Ernest Nielsen, kluskegon, Mich., for this position.

It is understood, of course, that all these nominations
arc to be appiAwcd bj^ the convention at Tyler, Minn., in
June before going into effect.

In connection Avith the nomination for president the
folloAving resolution Avas also adopted by the board:

In takin.g tbe step of nominating ancAV man for
president of Grand VicAV College, the board Avishes to ex¬
press the hope that president and Mrs. C. A. Olsen may
continue to find afield of Avork within our synod.

The economic position of the school is not favorable
on account of the small number of students attending this
year, 38 all together. Pres. Olsen informed us that in order
to pay b i l ls and salar ies now due be Avould need about
.$3^0.00, and the trcastirer Avas ordered to see that this
Avas taken ca re o f .

The amount of money available in the treasury at
present is not sufficient, due to the fact that anumber of
congregations are .sIoav in sending in their contributions.
Some send it in installments, and this is agi’eat help to
the board, as avc then receive funds as Ave need them. It
is certainly to be desired that more of our congregations
Avould adopt this plan. It is no pleasure to be Avithout
funds to meet our due bills, and it is not economical to
resort to borrowing. This year especially Ave need support,
as the school requii’cs more and greater supi)ort than usual.

Another problem Ave are faced Avith is tbe neAv labora¬
tory. We mu.st haA'o this to be accredited. Prof. Brling
Jensen presented tAVO ])lans for this purpose. At i)rcsent
Ave have asmall laboratory in the basement. By excavat¬
ing next to this, avc can get space enough to enlarge it and
get another cla.s,s room. This Avork comidete and Avith uoav
equipment as needed will cost about $5,000.00, according
to apreliminary estimate. About $1,300.00 can be saved
))y enlarging the present laboratory and using it both as
cla.ss room and laboratory. But only avei'y limited
her of students can be accomodated in this Avay, so sooner
or later Ave must have the two rooms. It Avas decided to

The time to Avork is noAV. We can speak to high
school graduates and try to persuade them to attend
Grand VicAv College. But it must be done uoaa^, as it is dur¬
ing the spring that plans for the coming school j'car are
made by those Avho arc to continue their education.

The treasurer of our Pension Fund informed ais that
in order to pay the pensions due in February to tbe old
ministers and widows he Avill need about $2,500.00, either
in donations or from the synodical trea.sury. We have only
$500.00 for this purpose at present, and the treasurer Avas
ordered to forward this in the hope that more of our con¬
gregations Avill send their annual contributions before
February.

Aletter Avas read from PrOA'st E. Wagner in Den¬
mark regarding the Canada mission. Nothing has been
changed in this Avork except that Rev. P. Rasmussen, Da-
lum, Alberta, has promised to spend part of his time at
the field in SaskatchcAvan. He Avill bo reimbursed for this
AVork by the synod.

Mr. J. Fr. Petersen, Des Moines, loAva was appointed
as I'epresentative on the committee in charge of the joint
trip to Denmark planned for 1940.

( t
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Viggo ’M. Hansen,
-0-

The Greatness and Sadness of Life.

Isee ayoung man going about preaching life and
truth and showing the way of life. Aremarkable young
man. The Son of God and His name Avas Jesus. He Avas
loved by many.

His life Avas short but full of experiences, he even
experienced that in his flock of twelve disciples, there
Avas aJudas, Avho could betray life Avith akiss.

And Ave see alarge multitude of people Avinding out
of acity, with Jesus carrying across. Women, Avho beat
their breast and lamented Him; but Jesus turned to them
and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, Aveep not for me, but
Aveep for yourselves and for your children! For thei’e
days coming when the cry wiU be,

n u m -
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.B less ings .Blessed are the bai*ren,
the wombs that have never borne,
and the breasts that never have suckled!

We know the rest of the story.
Why was He crucified? Was it God’s will? Or was

it the sin of the people, because they did not understand?
Are we closer today in the understanding of life?

Isee another young man in our time, in our own
chirrch. He has been president of our school for afew
years, trying his best to help our youth to understand
themselves, helping them in their problems, and working
for the fu tu re o f our church .

This same young man has had many opportunities
for other places with more pay, etc., but this did not
interest him; it was our church, our young people’s fu¬
ture, it was life itself he was interested in.

We have several witnesses as to the way he has
helped some of our yoiuig people, who came from homes,
from where more should have been expected.

One evening ayear ago, Ihad along serious conver¬
sation with one of our young people. Ihappened to ask
him if he believed in prayer. His answer was; “Yes, in
some prayer, Ido. 1do not l)elieve in some of the long
worded prayers the ministers sometimes give, because
tlie pi-ayer is lost, but the way Ihave experienced it in
our Devotional hour with our president, you couldn’t
lielp but enter into it; and Iknow it was prayer.

What have we done to this young man? Have we
helped him, encouraged him in his great work? Or did
we put rocks and monkey wrenches into it?

He is now leaving us. We have made him carry that
cross. Many of us are lamenting. Iwonder if Jesus does
not speak the same to us, to our church, as he did that
day to the people. And Iwonder if He is saying to our
young friend.

i C

Do you ])anse when the day is ended.
And count up the blessings received—
Gifts from adear loving Father,
Who so kindlj" supjDlies every need.

The sunshine and rain which he giveth.
The blossom, the fruit and the grain.
All these arc proof that he liveth.
A n d l o v e s u s — t h o ’ c h i l d r e n o f m e n .

Tho’ often we grieve the dear Father
By action, by thought and by word.
Yet ever he’s willing to pardon
And guide us through life heavenward.

T h e n l e t u s r e m e m b e r t o t h a n k h i m
For blessings received day after day;
Thank him with praise, and by serving
Others in need on life’s wa}^

M r s . D . A . K o m i n e l .
■O '

O b s e r v a t i o n s .
By Bundy

J )

Make ’em Al l A l ike. Amedical sc ient is t recent ly
m a d e t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e n e r v e c e n t e r w h i c h c o n t r o l s
emotion has been found, and that by an operation all
people can be made happy. Birt he does not predict that
this will give us more lasting satisfaction, rather he thinks
that we will be greater fools if we arc robbed of the
ability to choose.

But in “this foolish ago’’ there will undoubtedly be
some who will try the experiment. It will be another

M a r i h u a n a . y y

W h o e v e r l o s e s h i s l i f e f o r
my sake will find it,
a n d w h o e v e r w a n t s t o s a v e
h i s l i f e w i l l l o s e i t .

1know he will be the gainer. Iam afraid our church
will be the loser, according to the prophecy of Jesus, and
the history of our church.

Are we moving towaixls darkness or anew day?
Margaret D. Moller.

( i

Cutting’ or Cboosing. Afamous woman writer states
that her education (she took her Ph.D. degree when 23
years of age) had made her mind an efficient two-edged
tool, able to cut in any dii'eetion but not to choose adi-
1‘cction.’’ That reminds me of the darky who had spent
his last nickel on the merry-go round; when he was in tho
act of getting off the thing his wife was there to greet
him: “Now Rastus, yo’ done spent your mone3" riding-
on the merry-go-round; but whe’e in the wo’Id have yo’
b e e n ?

y y

y y
0-

Unconven t iona l P raye r
By a. Rummage Sale Hater.

Apparently So! Provst Skatt Hoffmeycr, Aarhus,
Denmark, writes in “Menighedsbladet’’ for December
12, 1937, that in our day agreat deal of Grundtvigian-
ism has turned cut to be Cooperatives and Cooperative
Associations; hence it appears to some people strange
to know that Grundtvigianism once was cal led “The
churchly view’’ (Den kirkelige Anskuelse) but it is
correct to call it that. This article has also recently ap¬
peared in “Dannevirke’’. If people would read (well,

Dear Lord of newness and beauty, have compassion
upon me for the anger that burns in my soul when Isee
arummage-sale sign on aChristian church. Thou didst
give Thy life and love for acracl world that aGod of
power and beauty might be revealed. We are so stingj',
thoughtless and selfish that we give second-hand articles , ,, ,,
to be sold to support Thy church dedicated to worship can we know when we hardly ever hear them talk
and service. God forgive and transform the men of our read . ) then th is a r t i c le shou ld bo
age who will i^ermit their women to be forced so to raise translated. It Grundtvig, according to many opinions,
money in the name of religion. Amen. writing has shown us what Christianity is, then

this Ins greatest contribution to the world needs to be
known r ight now.

Al len A. Stoekdale.
●0- * *

Why? The average American spends agreat deal
of his time talking about selfpreservatioii, but we hear
him say very little about why he submits to this pre-

(Continued on col. 207.)

The one. who is self-eonlrolled in the little things
of every day will not he found wanting in the -day of
greater rc.s[)onsibilities, gri'atcr oiiportiiiiities or greater
privileges.

i i



Correspondence.Xutftcran Sibings!
Immamie l Dan i sh Lu the ran Chu rch , N . Troy, N . Y. ,

held its annual meeting Jan. 19th last, and the pastor and
officers read their annual reports.

The meeting was presided over by i\Ir. Jobs. Jensen,
l)resident.

The following officers were elected for the year 1938:
Jobs. Jensen, president, re-elected, 1year; Ilans 1lad-

sen, vice president, re-elected, 1year; John Lamhertson,
trustee, re-elected, 1year; John Kempton, trustee, re¬
elected, 1year; Carl Isager, trustee, re-elected, 1year;
Thorvald Lauridsen, trustee, 1938; Andrew Smith, Jr.,
finance secretary; Fred A. Beck, treasurer; Oscar C. Toft,
secretary, 3years.

The different branches in our church organization,
the Ladies Aid, the Men’s Club, the Young People, and
the Choir, have all worked together, and our congregation
as awhole has had agood year.—Coffee and cake was
served after the meeting.

We wish all onr church bodies in the U. S. A. ahappy
N e w Ye a i ' .
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E D I T O R I A L
0. C. Toft, Secy.

Concerning the Use of Nu-Wood
in Our Churches .

■0
During the last couple of months there have come

expressions from several sources concerning the ques¬
tion of cooperation between our two Danish Lutheran
synods. “Dannevirke” has brought articles from Rev.
Jobs. Pedersen and Rev. V. S. Jensen, and “Lutheran
Tidings” has carried an article by Rev. A. E. Fi-ost.

Of course, there can be given many arguments on
both sides; the arguments brought out so far have hardly
touched the problem in its entirety. Without in the least
wanting to bring censure on the men who have given
ai'guments on either side or to evaluate the arguments
themselves in either case, 1would like to make the fol¬
lowing arguments for and against cooperation between
our two church bodies, the definite feeling comes over me
that there is more of the spirit of charity, forgiveness,
good-will, hope for the future, Christian enterprise, and
faithfulness to the real meaning of the Christian church
on the side of the argninents for cooperation.

There are anumber of very real obstacles in the
way. But the wor.st obstacle to my mind is the fact that
we all of us want to be right, even about issues which
were alive 40 years ago, but which pale now before the
m o r e r e a l i s s u e s o f o u i ' o w n t i m e s . I m a n o t i n t i m a t i n g
that the question of the imspiration of the Bible and the
views of Bishop Crundtvig were of no importance. But
what 1woidd like to say as
however important these things were once upon atime,
there are other things in our day which far overshadow
them in importance.

In those l)ygone days there was no real doubt about
the reality of Cod. Consequently men’s thoughts and
problems were concerned not so much with Cod Himself before tlie decoration is commenced. This was, 1undei-

sland, done l)y tin; Askov congregation witli the result that
the singing did not suffer.

Through “Lnthcrau Tidings” and “Dannevirke” we
have been notified of the redecoration of rather alarge
number of churches throughout oiu' synod the last year
or so. Very often we find that “Nuwood” is being ap-
[died to the walls. Insofar as the congregation at Menomi¬
nee, Mich., was perhaps the first of our Danish churches
to use this material, it occurs to me that it might be well
to warn our congregations against one defect with “Nu¬
wood,” ba.sed upon our local ex])erience.

The material is well suited for decorating the walls
of achurch building, especially where someone with a
sen.se of what church interiors should be, can be had to
direct its applicaiton. If used correctly, it will also greatly
improve the acoustics of abuilding-. However, if too much
of the wall space is covered it will result in adeadening
of the room that will take the “Klang” out of the con¬
gregational singing. Agood representative of the company
will call youi- attention to this fact, but unfortunately the
man who dealt with us when we were irlanniug the re¬
decoration of our church refrained from doing so. The
result is that, although we have avery pretty church, it

emphatically as 1can is that ●has become more difficult to sing, both for the congre¬
gat ion and the cho i r.

Because the singing of our hymns is so much apart
of our services, the congregations about to apply this ma¬
t e r i a l t o t h e i r c h u r c h e s w o u l d d o w e l l t o c o n s i d e r t h i s
matter. The matter is easily taken care of if considered

a s w i t h h o w m e n u n d e r . s t o o d G o d . H o w d o w e c o m e i n t o

contact with God? That is the que.stion back of the prob¬
lem of the inspii'ation of the Bible, and also back of
Gruudtvig’s views of the living word of God in the sac¬
raments. 1have no quarrel with these things, but Iwould
say that the church is now faced with the much greater
task of maintaining itself in aworld which sincerely
doubts the existence of apersonal G-od ami of bringing-
hope to men in aworld tvhich is full of despair on every
hand. The task of the church seems to me to be so great
in oui' day that in comparison all the (pu'stions of how we
understood this and that become tr ivial.

E. Earsirup.

B o o k s I ,

I .

Svci're Noi-dborg; Varieties of Christian Experience.
Augsburg Publishing Co., 1937.

The latest book by Svei'i'e Nordborg deserves the
attention and study of mini.sters and laymen in our church.
It is au impiiry into the nature of Christian experience
which is revealing and liberating as well as inspiihng.C . A . S t u b .
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SveiTc Noi’dboi’g is ayoung Norwegian theologian
who since his graduation from the University of Oslo in
.1927 has distinguished himself to an nnnsnal degree. He
has had great practical experience and has studied at
various European universities. Two years ago he came to
Augsl)urg College in Minneapolis as guest professor, and
now ho is instnictor in philosophy at the University of
Minnesota. His work in Minneapolis has been inspirational
and refreshing, and he has won respect by the thorough¬
n e s s o f h i s w o r k .

The above mentioned book is largely apsychological
study. It attempts to clarify the relationship between
psychology, psychoanalj^sis and Christianity. It is Nord-
borg’s convincing assertion that we must distinguish be¬
tween the unique Christian experience and ordinary re¬
ligious experiences. He attacks religious psychology up
to the present because it has—in an entirely unscientific
manner—assumed that Christian experiences could be
classified with general religious experiences. His attack
is exceedingly sharp, but it is convincing, and it will un¬
doubtedly pave the way to anew understanding where
we have bogged down in the dogmaticism of mechanistic
and materialistic philosophy. To all for whom mechanis¬
tic pseudo-science has caused uncertainty and stagnation
t h e i j o o k i s a l i b e r a t i o n .

Our modern world has fallen prey to the worship of
mechanistic psychology and to the adulation of psycho¬
analysis. Nordborg gives psycho-analysis its just dues,
but wrests from it asupremacy in afield where it has no
jnstification. He sharply claims recognition of the Christ¬
ian exper ience and sou l -care as aun ique and necessary
factoi' And he docs not do this merely by postulating and
seimionizing. To the contrai-y, he u.ses the most exact
scientific argument and procedure.

Of special interest to our church group is the chapter
on “The Either-Or of Conversion”. It is an inspiring ar¬
gument on the Methodistic claim for and demand of sud¬
den conversion, which he entirely discredits, and it is a
r e f u t a t i o n o f t h e e m o t i o n a l i s m o f r e v i v a l i s t i c m e t h o d s .
Most of his argument falls readily in line with the ap¬
proach we practice, but he emphasizes the necessity of
convei'sion, or the experience of forgiveness of sins, in a
manner which we might well heed.

Onc‘ could fear from the above review, that Nordborg
is areligious expressionist who bases his Christianity on
human oxpei'ienee, but there is no danger of that. He does
not base faith on experience, but on the objectiveness of
salvation as adivine gift. 1don’t believe that he suffi¬
ciently considers the sacraments in his book, but he nat¬
urally limits himself to ascientific inquiry into the na¬
ture of Christian experience in an attack against those
w h o h a v e d i s c r e d i t e d i t .

yome readers might be irked by his self-confidence,
which at times amounts to “cockiness”; but we should
realize that Nordborg is aNorwegian and not let that
detract from ii genuine appreciation of the sincere argu¬
m e n t s o f h i s t h e s i s .

Can we keep on delegating the de.stiny of nations to
our chosen representatives or must we relinquish our
democratic rights to dictators as they have done in Italy,
Germany, Russia or to amilitaristic group of unscroupu-
lous exploiters as iu Japan. Our answer hinges upon the
willingness of agrowing number of individuals who are
applying their intelligence to aknowledge of underlying-
facts and motives in those destruct ive forces which have
changed the maps of nations at their will regardless of
sacred individual rights.

Staidey Jones is devoting his life to apossible Christ-
centei-ed world. This book is an intense challenge and
study of the hurdles that are in the way of such an
order. Do we care to know what the hurdles are, or do
we s t i l l hum the o ld re f ra in ; “Le t the res t o f the wor ld
go by”? Or are we saying: Mr. President, g-ive me my
daily ten dollar bill and ahigh powered car and let diplo¬
mats and fanatical preachers worry about the rest, what¬
ever that may be!

But have the.se prophetic fanatics been wrong in the
past? It there not abarometer whereby, under the pres¬
ent world conditions, we can reasonably tell what the
future holds out for us unless we are willing to take the
right precautions? There is; but mauy are vainly hoping
like King Hezekiah of old, that they will not be in the
storm; they don’t care so much, just so they are out of it.

It is the contention of Stanley Jones that the basic
lack of unity all over the world is economic, and that
Nazism, Russian Communism, Fascism and Capitalism will
not bring us out of aworld catastrophe. “Only the at¬
tempt launched by the Carpenter of Nazareth on the basis
that God is our fathei-, therefore all men arc lu-others, the
world is ahuman family, and the family spirit, whicli is
the .spirit of cooperation, must be universalized.” This
order of cooperation on the principles of Jesus, summa¬
rised as the “Kingdom of God on earth” can be realiz¬
ed; of this Jones is convinced; but “His spirit has been
betrayed by his followers.

This sei‘ious indictment needs close and intelligent
study. Only the Kingdom og God “takes in every human
relationship, and gives purpose and meaning to the
whole, and something so intimate that it takes in one’s
own personal need and meets it with redemption and
power by which to live.” When we read the previous
books by Jones, we can see how this concept has become
stronger iu his message and life until it has finally cul¬
minated in this book with strong and definite principles.
As we progi-ess thi-ongh the pages, the question ai-ises in
our minds: Is the Kingdom of God asocial concept? It
was not so when Je.sus spoke to the thief on the cross.
But what is it in the words: “The Kingdom of God is
within you”? Suppose we allow ourselves the freedom
to say these words differently. “The Kingdom of God on
earth shall come if you allow it first within you.” The
Kingdom is still apersonal choice, but achoice that should
have social as well as eternal implications. In this double
implication there are undoubtedly many who will bo un¬
able to follow Jone.s. Ijcst we should grow intolerable, we
may be appeased in later pages where he also speaks of
an Apocalypse (an abrupt ending), and anew beginning
by God. Our pai-t in bringing in the Kingdom now “gives
us ata.sk and the apocalypse gives me my hope.

There a re t imes when I t h i nk t ha t Jones i s s t re t ch¬
ing his imagination to make scripture conform to his con¬
tentions, as in the use of Miark 9:1; this passage has great
variety in the .synoptic gospels (the fir.st thi-ec gospels are
called Synoptics, becau.se they have so much in common),
and Iam not sure that the contention that this passage

(Continued on col. 2071/^)
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J o l i s . K n u d s e n .

n . > !

The Choice Before Us.

By E. Stanley Jones, The Abington Press, .‘^1,50,
N(‘i-o fiddled while Rome was burning. Many have

done the same .since in awider sense, and many are still
doing it. The world is burning in ahellish fire at present,
and it is going to take aholy consuming fire to put it out.



2 0 3 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S 2 0 4

nliui. He grew up in another obscure vil¬
lage. He worked in acarpenter shop until
He was tliirty and then for three years was
an i t inera te i j reac l ie r. He never owned a
home. He never had afamily. He never
went to college. He never put foot inside
agrea t c i t y. He never t rave led two hun¬
dred miles from the i)laee where He was
born. He never did one of the things that
usually accompany greatness. He had no
c r e d e n t i a l s b u t H i m s e l f .

While still ayoung man, the. tide of pub¬
lic opinion turned against Him. His friends
ran away. One o f t hem den ied H im . He
w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o h i s e n e m i e s . H e w e n t
t h r o u g h t h e m o c k e r y o f a t r i a l . H e w a s
nai led upon across between two th ieves.
While He was dying, His e.xecutioners gam¬
bled for the only piece of property He had
on earth, and that was His coat. When he
was dead. He was taken down and laid in a
borroweil grave through the pity of a
f r i e n d .

N i n e t e e n w i d e c e n t u r i e s h a v e c o m e a n d
gone, and today He is the centerpiece of
the human race and its leader of progress.

Iam far within the mark when Isay,
that all the armies that ever marched, and
all the navies that ever were built, and aU
the p.arl iamcnts that ever sat, and all the
kings that ever reigned, put together, have
not affected the life of man upon earth as
powerfully as has this .lesus of Nazareth.

—Marh Tiva in ’s Tr ibute to Jesus.

D A N I S H F O L K S C H O O L S .
ATalk by Miss Ingeborg Lund Given over Ead io Sta t ion KGLO, Mason Ci ty, Iowa.

During the last year and ahalf, Ihave
traveled in I ta ly, S. W. Aust r ia , England,
Germany,—studied and taught in Denmark.
As Ihave jus t ten minutes, Ihave chosen
t o t e l l a l i t t l e a b o u t t h e F o l k S c h o o l i n D e n ¬

mark , acoun t r y whe re i l l i t e racy i s l owe r
( . 0 0 1 % ) t h a n i n a n y o t h e r n a t i o n , a n d
where adult education is more widespread.
Denmark is acountry where intel l igence is
ad is t ingn ish ing mark o f the popula t ion.

T h e F o l k S c h o o l s a r e n o t e d u c a t i o n a l i n ¬
s t i t u t i o n s o f t h e o r d i n a r y k i n d . T h e s e
schools aim not so much to give knowledge
as general culture. Grundtvig, the founder
of these adult schools, saw that his country
needed aplace where grown men and wo¬
men, drawn from the working classes, those
who did not desire to pursue accredited col¬
lege work, could be made to real ize their
i n d i v i d u a l s h a r e i n t h e c o m m o n c u l t u r e .
Th is was to be done through the “L iv ing
Word, ’ ’ through lectures given by capable
instructors—instructors whose pi-esentat ion
sprang from an entliusiasm which was cap¬
able of kindling the same in others.

The average age of the Folk School stu¬
dent is 18-25 years, so they are people who
already have decided upon their life’s work.
The Po l k Schoo l does no t a im to gu ide
vocationally, instead it wishes its men and
women t o r e t u rn t o t he commun i t y f r om
where they came, capable of l iving aricher
and ful ler l i fe in their chosen occupat ion,
thereby helping community l i fe and helping
themselves after having been brought into
c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e l i f e o f t h e i r n a t i o n
and its development through the centuries.
T h e S c h o o l m e a n s t o t e a c h m e n a n d w o m e n
how to live, securing for each individual a
harmonious development and an enrichment
of life, so that every Danish person can be
an enlightened and useful citizen.

How is th is to be brought about? I t is
hard to define. The spirit of the Polk
School accomplishes one-half of the results.
T h e r e a r e n o c o l d - b l o o i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n s ,
and class attendance is voluntary, j 'et you
wi l l find, upon v is i t ing aPolk School , that
sh i rk ing and sk ip j ) ing c lasses jus t is not
done. Why is this? Let me try to answer.

Dan ish and wor ld h is to ry, Dauhsh and
wor ld l i te ra tu re , mus ic , mathemat ics , and
gymnastics are i>art of the curriculum. As
ono educator says, the iiitcntion of the Folk
Schools, founded by Bishop Grundtvig, was
t h a t s u c h s c h o o l s w e r e t o “ i n c u l c a t e r e ¬

ligious ideals ami the dignity of labor.
These .schools not only set out, but have
continued to interpret the students to them¬
s e l v e s a n d t o r e l a t e t h e m t o t h e i r n a t i v e
e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e s e s c h o o l s h a v e s e n t o u t
young peo | ) l e fi red w i th h igh i dea l s and
with apurpose. They give them self-re¬
spect, respect for intelligence, and an im¬
petus to work. Do you suppose that any
young man or woman shirks his classes
w h e r e h i s s c h o o l h a s i n s t r u c t o r s w h o c a n
do these things? When ayoung person real¬
izes he is <lovolopiiig in intelligence, judg¬
ment, and character, there is no doubting
t h a t h o w i l l d o w h a t h e c a n i n o r d e r t o

get as much out of his school term as
possible. He comes to his classes willingly—
eaves them wishing for more. He feels this
is aliving education of vital imjmrtauco to
h i m s e l f .

Lot 7iie briefly give you one day’s sched¬
ule from Valleki ldc Hdjskole. on the island
o f Z e a l a n d . D u r i n g t h e w e e k s I a t t e n d e d
the school there wei'e 108 fine young men
who had come for the five winter months.

beginning the 3rd of November. During the
three summer months, there are approxi¬
mately 135 girls in attendance. At Valle-
kilde, on this winter morning, the arising
bell rang at ti:30 o’clock. However, Ihave
my doubts if all aro.“e promptly on time,
because Idid see ties being adjusted while
the boys were coming down the stairs on
t h e 7 0 ’ c l o c k s i g n a l f o r b r e a k f a s t . T h e
boys quickly found their accustomed places,
but those sitting at the heatl of the tables
did not begin dishing up the portions of
porr idge unt i l a f ter the pres ident ’s grace.
All teachers, as well as their families, eat
w i t h t h e s t u d e n t s .

A f te r b reak fas t , househo ld du t ies were
attended to, each boy having his share of
bed -mak ing and sweep ing . A few m inu tes
later Chapel services were led by the pres¬
ident , ascholar ly, ser ious, yet human and
friendly person whom all love aud respect.
He continued the day by lecturing on one
of the Danish literary masterpieces. He had
the individual attent ion of every boy dur¬
ing the entire hour. I ’m sure they left re¬
gretting the close of the hour, ami looking
forward to the next day’s lecture with joy,
because this inspirational hour with their
president had appealed to the very best in
t h e m .

The second hour ’s instruction was given
in g roups o f approx imate ly 25 , the boys
being divided according to abi l i ty to study
Danish grammar and theme writing, to take
dictat ion and practice oral reading.

The th i rd hour, they were d iv ided in to
two g roups . Ono l i s tened to a lec tn re on
Al fa l fa, the other had Archi tectural Draw¬
ing.

i

O U R C H U R C H .
“Studenterfest. ’’ According to report

the students of Grand View College, Des
i lo inos , Iowa , w i l l ce leb ra te the i r annua l

Studenterfest,’’ or homecoming festivi¬
t ies, on March 5th and ( i th . No informa¬
tion has as yet been received regarding
t h i s f e s t i v a l .

I t

The l as t hou r be fo re l unch was aga in
w i t h t h e i r p r e s i d e n t . T h i s t i m e i t w a s a
l e c t u r e o n W o r l d H i s t o r y, t o l d a s f r o m
f a t h e r t o s o n . T h a t h o u r s e e m e d s o s h o r t .

*

G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e S t u d e n t s a r c t h i s
yea r se l l i ng numbers on anumber o f a r t
objects for the purpose raising funds for
student activities at the college as well
a s t o c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e w o r k o f t h e
arts and craft c lass, which is one of the.
now th ings tha t has been es tab l i shed a t
t h e s c h o o l . B o o k s o f n u m b e r s h a v e b e e n
sent out to alumni and supporters of the
school, and it is hoped they will bo ro-
ceivod kindly and all be sold. The draw¬
ing will take place at “Studenterfest,
t o b e h e l d M a r . 5 — 6 .

I n t h e a f t e r n o o n t h e r e w a s a c l a s s i n

Danish Geopraphy, followed by one which
g a v e p r a c t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e
growth, development, and present day sta¬
tus of the co-ojjerative movement.

Instruct ions in French, Swedish, German,
and Engl ish fo l lowed. The largest at tend¬
ance was in the German and English class¬
r o o m s .

The last hour of the day was gymnastics.
I t was astrenuous workout. The boys had
awonderful teacher. He helped not only to
develop their bodies, but ho created aspirit
of fellowship which permeated every school
.activity.

All classes during the day had begun and
closed with asong. Gymnastics was no ex¬
ception. The boys did their m.archiug to a
lively tune when entering, and they left the
hall at the end of the hour singing, so as
to make the heart of any teacher swell with
joy at the thought of the vigor and deter¬
mination in tho hearts of his country’s
young men. ' ,

T h i s w a s h e l p i n g t o d e v e l o p D e n m a r k
from within, helping youth not only to
find aplace, but to fill aplace.

I t i s on ly ha l f acen tu ry s ince the fi rs t
Fo lk School was opened. Yet today one-
third of tho rural poi)ulation of Denmark
h a s b e e n e n r o l l e d a t a F o l k S c h o o l f o r o n e
o r m o r e t e r m s .

T a k f o r i a f t e n — F a r v e l !

J )

A D a n i s h E a d i o S e r v i c e w i l l b e b r o a d ¬
cast by Eev. Alfred E. Sorensen, Seattle,
Wa.sh., over station K.TE, S170 kilocycles,
o n F e b . 2 0 a t 6 P . M .

j ;

*

More Services. At the meeting in .Tanu-
a r y o f t h e S t . J o h n ’ s D a n i . s h L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , S e a t t l e , Wa s h . , i t w a s d e c i d e d
that the congregation should increase the
number of its monthly morning church
s e r v i c e s b y o n o . T h i s w a s t o b o i n t h e
English language at 10—11 o’clock.

O m a h a P a y s P a s t o r M o r e . A t t h e r e ¬
cen t annua l mee t ing o f l l i o Omaha con¬
gregation it was decided to raise the pas¬
tor’s salary by .$10.00 amonth.

Mr. John A. Jensen of Omaha, Ncbr.,
who for 18 years has been amember of
the board of the congregation there, re¬
signed his position as president of tho
board at their last mei'ting of tho con¬
gregation. The whole board was re-elected
with tho exception of Mr. Jensen. In his

O n e L i f e .
T h e r e w a s a m a n w h o w a . s b o r n i n a n

obscure village, the child of apeasjint wo-
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has been suffering from ill health for some
t i m e .

* *

B e v. J . L . D l x e n , L i n d s a y, N e b r. , h a s
b e e n o n a l e c t u r e t o u r d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r
half of January. Among other places he
visited Chicago, 111., and Eacine, Wis.

place Mr. 0. C. Olson -n-as elected as presi¬
d e n t o f t h e b o a r d . Acknowledg^ement of

Receipts.P i c t u r e s F r o m I n d i a . M r . B e n n i e o f t h e
S e a t t l e T . M . C . A . i s s c h e d u l e d t o s h o w
pictures from India at our Seattle, Wash.,
c h u r c h o n F e b . 2 0 .

G e n e r a l B u d g e t
Previously acknowledged ...
Menominee, Mich. , Cong . . . .
Moorhead, la, . Ladies Aid , .
Clinton, la., Cong
IMuskegon, hlich., Cong
Grayling, Jlich., Cong
Cedar Falls, la., Cong
St. Stopsens, Chicago, Cong.
Withee, Wis., Cong. .
Flaxton, N. Dak., Cong
Viborg, S. Dak., Cong
Trinity, Chicago, Cong
Anna Easmussen, Pasadena, Calif.
Detroit, Mich., Cong
Seattle, Wash., Cong
Solvang, Calif., Cong
Oak Hill, la,, Cong
Des Moines, la., Cong
White-Argo, S. Dak., Cong
iloorhead, la., Cong
Omaha, Hebr., Cong. ...
Jens Ibsen, Dooley, Mont.

T o t a l

.$1464.85
5 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

12 .00
52 .56
5 0 . 0 0

. 1 0 0 . 0 0

T h e D a n i s h S o c i e t y “ M a a g e n ” , S e a t ¬
tle, Wash., has invited the Chinese con¬
s u l a t S e a t t l e t o a d d r e s s t h e m e m b e r s o f
the soc ie ty about condi t ions among Chi¬
nese and .lapanese of Seattle as well in
the homelands, on Feb. 6.

* * *

Mrs. M. A. Pederson, who with her hus¬
band was amiss ionary among the Santa ls
o f I n d i a f o r t h i r t y y e a r s , i s a t p r e s e n t
making atour of the western states of
our country. On Feb. 8she will bo at
Seattle, Wash., where she will speak to
the people of our church there. It will be
r e m e m b e r e d t h a t E e v . P e d e r s o n d i e d l a s t
year at Minneapolis, Minn.

National Lutheran Counci l , in which or¬
ganization our synod is represented by Eev.
A. Th. Dorf, Brooklyn, N. Y., met at De¬
troit , Mich., Jan. 26-27.

5 . 0 0
5 5 . 7 5
1 5 . 1 0
35 .00

2 5 6 . 0 0
15 .00

1 0 0 . 0 0

- 5 8 . 8 2
2 0 . 0 0

Coming i n S low ly ! Mr. A .xe l Thomsen ,
jMenominee, Mich., treasurer of our synod,
reports that contributions to the work of
the church arc coming in very slowly. Only
about 16 per cent of the budget laid by the
c o n v e n t i o n o f l a s t J u n e h a s b e e n m e t s o
f a r .

*

9 . 3 0
Bev. P. Basmus^en, Dalum, Alta., Cana¬

da, made atour of our field of operations
in Saskatchewan, Canada, right after the
beginning of the new year.

2 5 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
3 0 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0

*

Bev. Er ik K. Mol ler, Omaha, Nebr. , re¬
ports that 1937 was agood year in his
c h u r c h . T h e a t t e n d a n c e a t c h u r c h s e r v i c e s
w a s c o m p a r a t i v e l y g o o d , q u i t e a n u m b e r
of young people took part in the worship
and in the Lord’s Supper. The member¬
ship of the congregation has increased by
24 during the year. In the Sunday School
some changes have been made. The Dan¬
ish class has been given up and anew
class 'started in English. The work was
somewhat hindered by the epidemic of in¬
fantile paralysis which harassed the city
o f Omaha dur ing the year.

5 . 0 0

The Synod ica l Board he ld ameet ing a t
Dos Moines, Iowa, on Jan. 11-12. $2,429.38

M i s s i o n F i m d
Proviou.sly acknowledged .. .$ 569.48P r o f . A l f r e d C . N i e l s e n . A s a c o n s e ¬

quence of the resignation of President C.
Arild Olsen of Grand View College, Des
Moines, Iowa, which becomes effective next
summer, the synodical board has nominated
Prof. Alfred C. Nielsen, who is at present Perth Amboy, N. ,1., Cong. .
teaching at the college, to succeed Prof. Hartford, Conn., Cong
Olsen as president. This action was taken Salinas, Calif., Cong
because of plans for the coming school year. Alden, Minn., Cong

Granly, Miss., Cong

A n n u a l E e p o r t s
Previously acknowledged $ 1 4 7 . 0 5
Greenville, Mich., Cong
Flaxton, N. Dak., 

4 .00
.50

6 . 0 0
3 . 0 0
1 .50
1 . 0 0
1 . 0 0* *

S p e c i a l D e d i c a t i o n S e r v i c e s f o r n e ^ v
members wil l be apart of the regular
worship at our Emanuel Church, Los An¬
geles, Calif., on Fob. 6. More than ascore
o f f a m i l i e s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l b e r e ¬
ceived into membership through the con¬
fess ion of the Chr is t ian fa i th . Holy Com¬
mun ion w i l l bo admin i s te red and spec ia l
music wrill be provided by the choir.

P r o f . H a r o l d K n u d s e n , w h o i s i n s t r u c ¬
tor a t Grand View Col lege has been ap-
pointed Dean of Student Affairs for next , P e n s i o n F u n d
year. This will necessitate that he and his acknowledged . . .
family live at the college. Prof. Knudsen Trinity, Chicago, Cong
has eliarge of the department of Physical Hartford, Conn., Cong
Education at Grand View* College.

T o t a l $ 1 6 4 . 0 5

$72.25
. 2 8 . 0 0
. . . . 3 9 . 0 0

T o t a l $ 1 3 9 . 2 5*

Bev. Ernest D. Nielsen, Muskegon, , C a n a d a M i s s i o n
Mich., who is now business m.anager of ncknowledged $ 8 3 . 1 0
“Lutheran Tidings,’’ has been nominated h>t. .Stephens, Chicago, Cong
by the synodical board at its recent meet- total 
ing to the pos i t i on o f P ro fessor o f The¬
ology at Grand View College, Des Moines,
I o w a . T h e a p p o i n t m e n t , h o w e v e r, w h i c h
have been made by the synod ica l board
must be rat ified by the synodical conven¬
tion to be held at Tyler, Minn., next June
i n o r d e r t o b e c o m e e f f e c t i v e .

New Board at Los Angeles. The fol low¬
ing new church board was elected by our
Los Angeles, Calif., church at its annual
meeting, Jan. 6: Mr. Hans C. Easmussen,
p r e s i d e n t , M r . M a r c u s L u n d , t r e a s u r e r ,
Mr. Aksel Lindvang, secretary; Mr. Aksel
Petersen and Mr. Anton Nielsen, t rustees.

» » «

New Assemb ly Ha l l . A t the recen t an¬
nua l meet ing o f the congrega t ion a t Los
Angeles, Calif., the church board w-as en-
powered to take up the work of getting
anew assembly hall erected. The board
has already begun to make plans and ar¬
rangements to get this work done.

* ♦ »

Detroit, Mich. ,St. Peter’s Danish Luth¬
eran Church at Detroit, Mich., has sub¬
scribed for acopy of “Lutheran Tidings '
for every member of the congregation with
the hope that many of them will them¬
selves want to subscribe when the present
subscription is run out. “Lutheran Tid¬
ings ’ ’ hopes the same.

* * *

A D a n i s h B a d i o S e r v i c e w i l l b n b r o a d ¬
cast f rom stat ion KFNF, Shenandoah, Ta. ,
Sunday, Feb. 20, at 4:00 to 4:45 p. m. Eev.
Martin L. Kirkegaard, Omaha, Nebr., will
d e l i v e r t h e s e r m o n .

* * *

Mr. Pe te r K i l s to f fe , Asknv, M inn . , pas¬
sed away at ahospital in Minneapolis,
Minn., Friday, Jan. 28. He was bnried at
Askov on Sunday, Jan. 30. Mr. Kilstofte

2 5 . 0 0

$ 1 0 8 . 1 0
Grand View Co l lege

From afriend of G. V. C $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
S u m m a r y

$ 2 4 2 9 . 3 8
5 6 9 . 4 8
1 6 4 . 0 5

1 3 9 . 2 5

1 0 8 . 1 0
1 7 2 . 0 0

General Budget 
Mission Fund 

Annual Eeports 
Pension Fund 
Canada Mission 

Besolution by the Board. The Synodical Special to Dalum prev. ack
board at its last meeting at Des Moines, Special to Dagmar prev. ack. .... 205.48
Iowa, passed aresolution in which it ex-Special to others prev. ack
pressed the hope that the retiring president Special to needy, Dalum, prev. ack.
of the College. Prof. C. Arild Olsen, to- Grand View College 
g e t h e r w i t h M r s . O l s e n , m . a y fi n d s o m e
act iv i ty wi th in our synod.

1 4 7 . 5 0
2 5 . 0 0

1 0 0 0 . 0 0

$4,960.24T o t a l
* * *f }

The following shows each district’s quo¬
t a a n d h o w m u c h h a s I r e e n r e c e i v e d t o d a t e .

E e c e i v e d

$ 11 5 . 0 0
. 3 7 6 . 6 1

7 3 9 . 0 5
3 6 9 . 3 0

1 3 4 . 6 0
1 8 5 . 0 0
3 8 6 . 0 0

65 .00
.58.82

New Labora to ry. P lana are be ing made
for the addit ion of anew laboratory to the
equipment at Grand A'iew College. Accord¬
ing to ])reliminary estimates the cost of the
new improvement would cost about $5,000.
This addition has become necessary in order
t o go t t he co l l ege acc red i t ed as a j un i o r
college next year.

P e r c e n t
9 .37%

31.36%
27.37%
10.:35%

7.48%
1:5.41%
21.44%

7-22%
11.76%

D i s t r i c t Quota
$ 1 6 0 0 . 0 0

1 2 0 0 . 0 0

2 7 0 0 . 0 0
3 5 0 0 . 0 0

1 8 0 0 . 0 0
1 2 0 0 . 0 0

1 8 0 0 . 0 0
9 0 0 . 0 0

5 0 0 . 0 0

1 s t
2 n d

3 r d
4 t h

5 t h
6 t h

7 t h

Scholarships. Plans arc being made for
the creating of anumber of scholarships at
Grand View College. Fp to the present the
college has not given any scholarships. The
synod ica l board has asked the facu l ty o f
the college to submit aplan by which this
c o u l d b e c a r r i e d o u t .

8 t h

9 t h

$2,429.38
On the General Budget we have received

to date 15.98%, not quite one sixth, of the
budget adopted at our last annual conves-

$14,200.00
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t ioM. This is t l i c rc fore your b iu lget , your
du ty r iuc l rcs i ions ib i l i t y, as we l l as your
privilege to see that every cougregatiou and
m e m b e r o f t h e D a n i s h C h u r c h f u l fi l l t h e i r
o b l i g a t i o n .

C o n s i d e r a t i o n m u s t b e g i v e n t o t h e
drought stricken areas. Congregations where
t h e y h a v e b e e n b l e s s e d w i t h a b o u n t i f u l
h a r v e s t a n d i n t h e c i t i e s w h e r e w o r k l i a s
been plentiful, it would be appropriate for
these to make up for the more unfortunate
congregations.

Wi thout any h igh pressure methods we
are herewith asking everyone who loves the
D a n i . s h C h u r c h t o d o t h e i r s h a r e s o t h a t t h e
p rob lems and ob l iga t ions wh ich we have
assumed as Americans of Danish ancestry
may be so lved in awor thy manner. Ame¬
rica has generously received us; what bet¬
ter can we give in return than to support
t h e b e s t w e h a v e i n h e r i t e d f r o m o u r h o m e ¬
land, and which is revealed to us in the
fellow.ship is the Danish Church, in its pur¬
pose and its program.

I f w e c o u l d b u t c o m e t o a f u l l e r r e a l i z a ¬
tion of the meaning of the mission, the
purpose, and the program of the Danisji
Church in America, we should never hesi¬
tate, because no man, no matter how rich
in worldly goods, could begin to pay for
the value received in contentment, joy, and
peace.

With cordial greetings.

P a g a n . “ O u r c i v i l i z a t i o n i s p a g a n .
So sa id the ed i tor o f “Lutheran Tid ings” .
Th i s i s no t anew s t range teach ing .
Many are saying the same thing, not be¬
c a u s e t h e y w a n t t o s h o u t i n a c o n v e n ¬
tional chorus of approval, but because
t h e y h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d i t . T w o y e a r s
ago, Anders Nf jrrcgaard, anoteworthy
historian in Denmark, gave to the serious
r e a d e r s o f H i s t o r y a v o l u m i n o u s w o r k
c a l l e d , “ T h e H i s t o r y o f G r u n d t v i g i a n -
i s m , ” i n t h e “ P r e f a c e ” h o w r o t e t h e s e
w o r d s :

1 1 that ) iarable more than an indiv idual im¬
pl icat ion?

W h a t i s t h e m e s s a g e o f t h i s b o o k o f
J o n e s t o t h e c h u r c h ? T h a t w o m u s t fi n d a
central emphasis in our message and carry
that emphasis to business, to the halls of
legislat ion and to the mansions of rulers.
.Joues thinks it ahopeful sign that society
has begun to see its sins. As we “come to
ourselves, ’’wo must make the right choice
and go back with al l we are and have to
our father’s house. The paganism of today
will not give us the answer.

If such afoolish thing could be done,
then our government should put this book
and another by Jones into the hands of all
a d u l t s i n o u r n a t i o n t o r e a d a n d t h i n k . I t
would do more good than all the unintelli¬
gible blabber of super-p)atriots and newspa¬
pers against the dangers of dictatorship
and communism now sounded so loudly.

L. C. Bmidgaard.

1

T h e v i e w s o f G r u n d t v i g h a v e s t i l l a
w o r k t o d o . B u t I a m a l s o p o s i t i v e t h a t
a c e r t a i n c o u r s e o f e v o l u t i o n h a s r e a c h e d
i t s e n d — h a s c o m e t o i t s l a s t s t a t i o n .
The human is t i c concep t o f man i s abou t
to break down, and so is the humanist ic
interpretation of Grundtvigianism. That
k i n d o f G r u n d t v i g i a n i s m w h i c h s h o u l d
have withstood the even stronger human¬
istic stream' of the 19th century', but W'as
rushed a long w i th i t and on ly became a
color ing in the stream, is no longer use¬
a b l e . W h a t i t m i g h t h a v e g i v e n c a n b e
bought cheaper and bet ter e lsewhere.
B u t w e a r e . s t i l l l i m p i n g b e t w e e n t w o
I jos ts—espec ia l l y ' i n ou r y 'oung peop le ’s
work. Of.course, we are human and ivant
to be, but we seem afraid to say that
w o a l s o w a n t t o b o C h r i s t i a n !

< (

Trave l To
Denmark
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Axel Thomacn, Treasurer. B o o k s I I . on the friendly and comfortable
s t e a m e r s o f t h e
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Observations. (Continued from column 202)
was f u l fi l l ed i n t he ea r l y chu rch , and i s
bound to be so again, can be used here. If
the Danish theologian Otto M011cr is right
in say ing that where there is ad i f ference
o f p r inc ip le imp l ied in the synop t i cs w 'o
should take the words of the apostle as an
authority, since ho heard Christ speak and
so is more apt to be correct. Then Jones
has not used this passage correctly'. AVhich-
ever way we interpret this passage, we find
ad i fficu l t y. Compar ing Mat thew and Luke ,
I t h i n k o f t h e K i n g d o m a s a c o n t r a s t t o
death; if Iuse Mark alone, Ifind plus an
etern i ty a lso anew socia l order.

T h o s e w h o h a v e r e a d “ C h r i s t ’ . s A l t e r n a ¬
t i ve to Commun ism” by the same au tho r
wi l l find many repet i t ions o f that book in
this one; but this is done purposely, name¬
ly to reemphas ize the one cen t ra l need :
the application of Christ ’s gospel to al l of
l i f e .

Norwegian
America Line

(Continued from column 198.)
servation. Th. Helweg, in his book for
Youth in the Confirmation Class, has
statement that deserves awider reading,
and serious deliberation: “Life i.s granted
fts aloan so that we may have time to
c l e a r f o r o n r . s e l v e s w h e t h e r w o l i k e t o
l ive or whether wo fii id l i fe boresome and
therefore would rather part with it. Only
a s w e fi n d l i f e b e a u t i f u l d o w e c a r e t o
strive for it and keep it in eternity'. It
would be horrible to think that wo .should
b o f o r c e d t o c o n t i n u e a . l i f e i n e t e r n i t y
that wo don’t care to live upon the earth.”

There is, however, one weakness in this
statement, that aselfish, wicked person
m a y ' r e a s o n : i f I a m t o p e r i s h , t h e n I ’ l l
l i v e a c c o r d i n g t o m y o w n n o t i o n s n o w !

* * *

Revolt! 1am not abit ashamed to say
t h a t c e r t a i n L u t h e r a n s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
:u ’ouse my i re : iga ins t the i r se l fassumed

- e c c l e s i a s t i c a l d o m i n a n c e . A n d n o t t h a t
a lone , bu t the i r ever las t ing harp ing upon
St. Paul’s doctrine of salvation by grace is
forced into every text, sermon and art icle.
Had . lesus excluded man from having any
part in his own salvat ion, Idoubt ser ious¬
ly that ho would have taught us to pray:

T h y ' K i n g d o m c o m e : T h v w i l l b e d o n e
upon earth as i t is in heaven.” Of course
man is saved by ' g race, bu t ho rece ives
grace in order that he Tiiight act, and un¬
less we understand that by' grace we are
us ing the gospe l fa lse ly.

I b e l i e v e t l u i t s o m e I > u t h e r a n b o d i t ' s i n
o u r c o u n t r y, s h o u l d p l a c e a m o d i fi e r b e ¬
s i d e t h e i r o f fi c i a l n a m e u n o n t h e b u l l e t i n
b o a r d . T h i s m o d i fi e r m i g h i b e l a b e l e d
something l ike this: yes, we are saved by
g r a c e , b u t w e t h i n k t h a t t h e g r a c i o u s
power of God should have social and
nomic conseriuences even to the evt'Ui*' "f
r e fus ing t o be known i n ou r scc ia l nda -
tions by sucli mimes as Republicans. Dem-
oci ' . ' i ts , Socia l is is . F.asc is ts and Commu¬
nists ; we are not c i t izens of par t ies!

* * »
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S a i l i n g D a t e s f r o m N e w Yo r k :
Bergens f j o rd . . .
S tavange r f j o rd .
Be rgens f j o rd . . .
S t a v a n g e r f j o r d .
Bergens f j o rd . . .
S t a v a n g e r f j o r d .
B e r g e n s r j o r d . . .
S tavange r f j o rd .
B e r g e n s f j o r d . . * .

J a n . 2 6
F e b . 9
M a r . 2

M a r . 1 6
A p r . 2

A p r . 2 0
M a y 4

M a y 2 5
J u n e 4
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I n f o m u s t n o t b o i c compar tmenta l i zed ;
t h e f a c t t h a t w o h a v e d o n e s o h a s b e e n o u r

t !

great tragedy. Life is aunity, and the
Christian go.spel must fit into that unity,
o r i t d o e s n o t fi t a t a l l . “ W e b r e a k o u r ¬
selves upon the laws of unity. We must
make the right choice, and that choice must
not lie the old order of selfish competition
and selfish economics, but the Kingdom of
God jirinciples apiilied in Government upon
acooperative basis; for ‘‘we were never so
near to war and never so near to getting
r i d o f w a r , n e v e r s o n e a r t o u n i v e r s a l
]ioverty and never so near to getting rid
of universal poverty. ..AYe have right
the technicpie, the knowledge, everything
for afull life, everything except the eo-
n p e r a t i v e w i l l t o d o i t . ” — B u t
t i e d G o d ’ s h a n d s , w e h a v e b r o k e n o u r s e l v e s
upon his laws.

ATore than twenty years ago Winston
Churchill wrote his astounding novel, “A
Par Country.” As we read that book now,
as 1have done, Isee in it, upon the back¬
ground of such writings as Jones’ and Sher¬
wood Rddy’s, afulfilled jirojdiocy'. Wo
have gone prodigal. AA’iH we repent and re¬
turn to our father ’s house? Will we see in

Passengers may take the route along
the picturesque coast with its beau¬
tiful fjords, or disembark at Bergen
and travel across the majestic moun¬
t a i n s t o O s l o e n r o u t e t o D e n m a r k .

( ( E x c l u s i v e l y S c a n d i n a v i a n O f fi c e r s
and Crew. Homelike surroundings.

P l e a s e w r i t e u s f o r i l l u s t r a t e d
b o o k l e t s .

Norwegian America
L i n e

H O W

( ( W O h a v e

Ch icago: 333 N. Mich igan Ave.
M i n n e a p o l i s : 8 3 1 M a r q u e t t e A v e .

N e w Yo r k : 2 4 S t a t e S t r e e t
S e a t t l e : 4 t h a n d U n i o n

S a n F r a n c i s c o : 3 0 4 P o s t S t r e e t
W i n n i p e g : 2 7 8 M a i n S t r e e t
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AVhen answering advertisements, pleas.’
mention “Lutheran 'Tidings.”


