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M A K I N G C O N T A C T W I T H G O D
gill to comprehend. He is the infinite God while Iam so
very, very finite. He is omniseent while my knowledge
is Init apitiful fraction of mere human knowledge. He
is Love, while Itoo often think more of self than of my
neighbor. Can Imake contact with Him? Does He care
to notice me, amere pebble on life’s seashore among mil¬
lions? Does He deign to stoop to me who may shut his
eyes to the light he has and choose the lower rather than
tile higher way? He is the Creator and Upholder of the
universe while my threescore years and ten but emphasize
the frailty of life. Yes, who am I? But these que.stions.
though in.sisteiit and pei'haps very disturbing, pave the
way for real life-giving contact with God; for unless we
come humbly, acknowledging ourselves as unworthy, we
have already forfeited the opportunity to establish con¬
tact with Him. The proud heart and the haughty spirit
are no meet sacrifices to place upon the altar. It is rather
the broken heart and the contrite spirit that is acceptable
to the Father, Iiecause the order of his universe has no
place in it for any man unrepentant of wrong, or hardened
into cold self-aggrandizement. So when man comes to
worship God, he comes as one who holds out life’s cup
to l)e tilled from God’s fullness, as one in need of strength
and power from above. If he conies in that spirit, let him
never doubt that this same God is the One revealed su¬
premely in Christ; the God Whom Jesus said, notes the
spari’ow’s fall. Therefore the immensity of the universe,
or fact that millions of others have walked in the land of
the living, or the humbling thought of sun need never cast
ashadow o f doub t on God ’s conce rn fo r h im as an i n¬
dividual. Has not God come to meet man in the Incarna¬
tion? Is it not evident that it is true to say that He is
searching for us? Pi-ancis Thompson’s great poem “The
Hound of Heaven” is vibrant with the thought of this
searching divine love, and no matter how he tried to
escape it “fear wist not to evade as Love wist to pursue.”
We often sing “0 Love that will not let me go,” and,
though the music is beautiful in itself, it is the thought
of those lines that touches the deep recesses of the. heart.
To know that God waits to speak to the soul, and that our
desire to make contact with Him is but apale shadow
of His desire to impai't to us the riches of divine fellow¬
ship is, indeed, afundamental consideration in the de-

lopment of spiritual life. Let us first of all expect to
make that contact because it is possible. We woidd di'aw
near in fu l lnes o f fa i t l i .

Contact with God may perchance seem difficult be¬
cause He is not seen with the naked eye, and we cannot
deny the fact that we are creatures of time and space and
deal mostly with that which can be seen and touched. This
however, is no indication that there is nothing more to life
than merely tangible things. One cannot literally handle
the beauty of asunset, yet it kindles within us almost a
sense of worship. The love we have for dear ones is in¬
visible to the most powerful microscope, yet it does things
that material force utterly fails to do. Life is composed
of so many more things than those which can be seen and

Standing at the l)ack of an hi.storic church in the
semi-dai'kness, awoman entered the auditorium. She was
somewhat shabbily dressed, and came rather timidly as
though treading on holy ground. On her face was alook
of perjilexity and anguish that told of problems too heavy
to bear alone. She entered acertain pew, knelt there for
afew moments, and then once more made her way to the
street where the gray day and the .jangle of apassing-
truck again met her. Just an incident, you say? Yes, but
it is symbolic of aheart-need that man recognizes as one
of his deepest needs—contact with God. Iknow not the
problem that weighed upon that woman’s soul Imt 1am
confidant that she came to l ink her frai l l i fe with that of
God and Iam equally sui'c that she left that buildiug
strengthened by that moment of spiritual refreshing. If
her face did not actually shine as did the face of Moses
when he came down from the mountain, hei- .soul undoubt¬
edly was fortified to face her problem again.

C o n t a c t w i t h G o d — h o w s h a l l 1 m a k e t h a t c o n t a c t !
If we. as individuals, were given cold, concise directions
for making that contact, would we avail ourselves of the
opportunity? In actuality, there are no exact rules for
making contact with God, When one buys acar he re¬
ceives asmall liook explaining the mechanism together
with minute directions as to shifting gears, keeping an
adequate supply of oil in the motor, etc. But man’s spirit¬
ual life is not so mechanical and cold. That precious some¬
thing in man called the soul is not to be limited to rigid
calculation and minute direction. If we were only ma¬
chines, abook of infallible and unwavering rules would
govern us nicely but inasmuch as we are not machines,
AVatson and his school to the contrary, amathematical
system of making contact with God is not to l-)e had.

Thei-e arc. however, some fundamental considerat ions
tliat ought to be kept in mind as we think of making con¬
tact with God. AVe will assume that we know that here
is aGod with AA^hom man may make personal,contact. It
is of vital impoi'tance that this l)e made clear. Spealdn

representative Christian 1come, for instance, to my
hour of private devotion or to my church service, and if
Iam at all thoughtful or meditative, it may well be that
ahaunting question presents itself. Imay a.sk,
am 1, to make contact with (!od? Imay look up to the
starry heavens and see the galaxy of stai's
of the night” that twinkle in the coui’ses and run those
courses unerringly—and 1wonder at my smallness. I
pick up the world’s hi.stories and find in them the record
of millions and millions of human beings who have had
their day and ceased to be
importance? 1have little thoughts of my own which at
times seem ponderous and deep to me, their possessoi-.
A"et Iopen books that have stood the test of time and find
there insight and keenness of intellect that leaves me
speechless—who, after all, am 1? A^ea, 1am aman of

all prejudices and selfishness and find myself lacking-
many of the Christian graces while He with AA^hom 1
would make contact is holy in aholiness that Icannot be-
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touched. After all, everyone of us is spirit—we have
bodies and features through which the spirit speaks. So no
one has ever seen the infinite God, but that does not mean
that .He is unreal or ghostly or amisty phantom Nor does
it mean that God is merely an al)straction. Je.siis said.

God is aspirit and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth.” God is the Great Personality
Who made man in His image, that is, with personality,
making it possible to hold communion with Him. So when
God created abeing after His likeness, He thereby simul¬
taneously created religion. Among the many characters
in that delightful book, “Beside the Bonnie Bider Bush,”
there stands one named Burnbi'ae. He lived in atypical
Scottish cottage which had two rooms, the fii-st was called
the “But” where meals were cooked and people generally
visited; the other room was called the “Ben,” where
household treasures were kept, and where only favoured
visitors might enter. So the people imagined that in every
life were two compartments, the outei' court of I’eligious
life where mo.st of the people might make their home, but
the inner court was the secret place where one communed
with God. Of this Burnbrae it was .said, “he’s far ben, '
that is, he has entered deeply into that inner court to
meet God and talk with Him. His neighbor.s had worked
and traded Avith him for many yeai’S and had not mi.=-sed
the glory of his soul. If you and Iwould make contact
Avith God we too shall need that inner court of the soul,
●where there is felloAvship Avith the Most High. Did not
Jesus speak of the secret place of prayer? And Avhether
we make that secret place aliteral closet of prayer or
treat it figuratively, we are led to the thought that there
is where one may make contact Avith God. It is abso’iAtely
necessary that this contact be made. As Balmforth in his
book “Is Christian Experience an Illusion?” says, “Avith-
out the knoAvledge of God as distinct from knoAvledge
about God (theology), Christianity Avould sink into deism
or legalism.

dren except Gudruii, avIio is the Avife of Rev. Kr. Andersen
of Denmark, and Er l ing, doctor and miss ionaiw in Ind ia,
Avere jjresent. There Avere also more than 20 gi’andchildren.

We all joined in singing “Bag b^lgende HaAm,” and
Rev. Strandskov told in afeAv Avords Avhy Ave desired to
place this monument at the grave -of our friend, our poet,
our teacher, and our minister.

R e v. A l f r e d J e n s e n a n d P r o f ’ . A l f r e d N i e l s e n o f G r a n d
VieAv College expressed their personal gratitude for AA'hat
Rev. 0stergaard had been to them through his inspiration,
good advice, and as afriend. They spoke of the seeds he
had soAvn on his Avay through life, seeds that noAV blossom
in his footpi'ints, and expressed the hope that his songs
might be sung for many years to come in both the Danish
and American languages.

We sang “Den Sag er aldrig iVerden tabt” (also
translated into English), and Mr. August Bang, our much
loved Danish poet, read abeautiful poem which he had
Avritten in memory of 0stergaard.

Resting in agrave beside his father is Prede 0ster-
gaard, aaJio died Avhile serving in the army during the
World War. One evening Avhen he Avas ababy, his mother
was rocking him to sleep in her arms. 0stergaard saAv in
this aglimpse of the beauty of motherhood, and Avrote the
lovely little lullab}", “Sov, min lille Dreng. ”It Avas an in¬
spiration to listen to Mrs. Holger Strandskov sing this
song Avith all the feeling and love amother can haAm for
h e r c h i l d .

Rev. Holger Strandskov, after expressing personal
thanks to 0stergaard for help and encouragement during
the year they had lived together in Tyler, presented to the
familj^ the memorial erected by friends in the Danish
Church; tAvo of 0stergaards grandchildren, Solveig Buhl
and Mary Nielsen, di'CAv back the flags and Ave saAV the
stone Avith its inscription :

( (
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K R I S T I A N 0 S T B R G A A R D
Digter —Leerer —Prfest

F0dt iHjerm, Danmark, 5. Feb., 1865
D0d iTyler, Minn., 9. Okt., 1931

Str0r vi Pr0korn, hvor fremad aJ gaar,
Vil det blomstre en Dag ivort Spor.'

Dette Minde rejstes af Venner iden Danske Kirke.
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X.In Memory of Rev. 0stergaard.
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Ihave been asked to Avrite afeAv Avprds about the un¬
veiling of the memoi’ial erected for Rev. Kr. 0stergaard.
Ifeel this Avas an event Avhieh can not be told but must
have been experienced in unison Avith the thoAisaud people
AA'ho stood close together listening and absorbing the Avords
spoken by those in charge and singing together the songs
of oAir departed friend.

Early last spring Ireceived aletter from Rev. Strand¬
skov asking me to be one of acommittee of eight to collect
funds for amemorial to Rev. 0stergaard, Avho passed a.Avay
in 1931. Iconsidered this aprivilege, a.s Rev. 0stergaard
was our pastor in Ringsted for nine years and has ever
since been asincere and true friend.

Sunday afternoon, after listening to asplendid lecture
by Rev. V. S. Jensen and drinking coffee in “Stenhuset,'
the large throng of people began the march to the beauti¬
ful cemetery on the outskirts of Tyler. Those Avho came
early paused afew moments at another memorial, erected
by friends for Rev. H. J. Pedensen, founder of Danebod
Folk School; at the grave of the author, Carl Hansen, Avho
has given ais some of our best Danish American short
stories—especially pioneer stories; and at the graves of
other friends and acquaintances.

It Avas almost 4:30 o’clock as Ave gathered around Rev.
0stergaard’s grave. The memorial Avas covered by tAvo
flags, one Danish and one American. It Avas an ideal day
for the ceremony. The skies Avere clear, and there Avas only
the slightest breeze.

The family AAms gathered beside the grave. All the chil-

Iam sure that as Ave read the thoiAght taken from
0stergaard’s poem, “Vi er Fjestere her for en Tid,” aa'C
were filled Avith gratitude for our old friend for the seeds
he has scattered in our hearts and Avith the prayer that Ave
as apeople may never lose sight of the ideal he held up be¬
f o r e u s .

We sang “Min Arbejdsdag er ofte lang.
On behalf of the family Prof. Hjalmar 0stergaard

thanked friends of our church for the memorial, and Ave
sang the most beautiful of all 0stergaard’s songs, ‘‘Herre,
jeg vil gaerne tjene.” Then in her oAAm quiet and heartfelt
Avay Mrs. 0stergaard expressed her thanks.

It Avas an occasion Ave shall never forget.
M a r i e B . T i i o m s e n .

J y
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ATeacher ’s P raye r.
God let me care for those AAdiom Imust teach ;

Like the great Teacher let me ever love
With tender, brooding, understanding heart

Eyes AA'ise, far-seeing as the stars aboAm.

God give me faith to see bejmnd today.
To soAv the seed and cultivate the soil;

Then serenely Avait, trusting in thy power
To bless and multiply my humble toil.
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He foug-lit foiir years in the trenches and emerged a
pacifist. He wrote: “There is nothing more devastating
than the omnipotence of generals. All through the war I
served in the army. Iknow war as it is, not through read¬
ing about it. What 1saw thoroiaghly confirmed my opinion
both of war and of the profession of arms. We, Avho are
supporters of peace liave aduty and atask. It is to point
out, over and over again, that there is nothing heroic in
war, but that it brings terror and misery to mankind.

German militarism crowned him with the halo of mai*-
tyrdom. ilay Ossietzky’s voice speak louder after his death,
defeating navalism and militarism.

Thanksg-iving-.
I f God fo rgo t the wor ld ;

Forgot for just one day—
Forgot to send the sunshine.
And change the night to day;
Forgot to malve the flowers grow;
Forgot the birds and bees;
Forgot to send the sweetness
Of the south wind in the trees;
Forgot to give us friendships;
Forgot to send us rain;
Forgot to give the children play;
Forgot to soften pain;
What would happen to the world and us?
Would we still be gay?
If God should forget—
Forget for just one day?

( (
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F i r s t T h i n g s F i r s t .
By H. M. Hammond, Yankton, S. D.

y y

It is asad and wretched pietui’e!
We discovered her coming up Fourth street, traveling

in awesterly direction—that is, she was making moderate
headway as she unsteadily and dizzly maneuvered her way
along, reaching out her arms in abeseeching sort of way
in search of some sort of support. At times, she was unde¬
cided whether to attempt to malm it across to the post-
office, but suddenly she came to adecision, and, as is the
way with drunken people, slie imagined she was some great
and independent being, so she ke])t her eyes on the crooked
way and—made it. At first she determined to keep along
the south side of Fourth street, but alittle later muddled
lier way across to the north side, miraculously escaping
the traffic and flounderingly traveled westward, finally
disappearing into an old barn. Evidently she was on her
way home! Home ?

And so it has come to this—in Yankton.
Somebody’s mother, sister, or daughter.
And this is repeal.
Of course, this picture, sordid and very unlovely, is

taking ]dace all over America every day and every night.
It is disgu.sting enough to see the drunken men as they
lurch along the streets in amaudlin, confused way, but to

for somehow we grew \rp with
the idea that womanhood was of alittle higher estate, and
it makes us feel sad.

This sort of thing cannot continue—we are sure of it;
and the most deadly factor in the case is old John Barley-

himself! He is doing more to defeat repeal than all
o t h e r s c o m b i n e d .

■Selected.
o -

AMar ty r to Mi l i ta r i sm.

Carl von Ossietzky’s long trail of suffering under
German militarism has come to an end. Fifty-one years of
age, he had for more than twenty years lived to champion
civil freedom as opposed to military bondage. German nazi-
ism could break his body but not his spirit. The Gorman
people will want to forget Hitler ageneration from now,
hut Ossietzky will remain anational ideal.

He died May 4in Berlin after having suffered six
years of impri.sonment and unbelievable suffering in con¬
centration camps. He died in forced confinement, .suffering
with tuberculosis. To tbe non-German world, von Ossietzky
emerged above the thousands of other defenders of liberty
who were, being tortured in German concentration camps
in 1936, when the Nobel prize committee announced its
award of the peace prize to the pacifist editor of Die Welt-
biihne (Tbe World Stage). Without trial he had been in¬
carcerated in various concentration cam])s continuously
since his arrest following the Reichstag fire of February
28, 1933. Before the nazis came into power amonth earlier,
von Ossietzky had also served ayear in prison for expo.s-
ing the rearmament in which the German army, in defi¬
ance of the Versailles treaty, was secretly engaged.

Anumber of tbe world famous Engli.sh writers issued
apamphlet in 1936 supporting Jane Addams and Romain
Rolland in urging that the peace prize l)e given to Ossiet¬
zky. They wrote:

If they decide to give him the peace prize, the com¬
mittee will be crowning atrue martyr. But we also suggest
that they will be doing more than that. All of us have in
some way or another tried to do something for the cause
of peace. But we say that he has done more than any of us,
and we believe that he has done most of all living men to
deserve this acknowledgement from his fellow men.

We believe that the strange and terrible fate which
I'uled his life made it po.ssible for him to .show the quality
which, of all others, it is most difficult for aiiacifist to
demonstrate—fearlessness. We may possibly, each of us,
possess his physical and moral courage, but (as yet) we
dare lay no claim to be his equal here. We have not yet
been teked as he has. Carl von Ossietzky lias sliown once
for all, to the eager jmutb of the world, to all the natural
hero woi'shi))pers, that heroism is not the prerogative of
the soldier. He has marched up to the embattled enemy and
taken from them the one emblem that really flamed there,
tbe one token that truly adorned their ranks. He has taken
for himself—for us—the red badge of courage.”

b e h o l d a d r u n k e n w o m a n

c o r n

● o

Kai^awa’s Meditations.
c (

In this world there is nothing so absurd as ownership.
To the child abead is more to be desired than adiamond.
To the miser agold coin seems of more value than inven¬
tive genius. In aword, proprietorship reflects the purpose
which moves men in any age.

Thus for those who make production their purpose in
life, ownership is beside the mark. To the inventor neither
the bead nor the gold coin necessarily has any value.

Ownership is like ashell. The only one who profits
by it is he who shuts himself up within it. To him who de¬
sires to I'cach upward and grow, it is only ahindrance. As
the shell exists only for the .spineless animals, so those
who cling to the right of ownership may be called mol-
l u s e a .

( (

In an ase of invention and discovery it is but ludural
that there should be agreat upheaval in the thinking re¬
garding this question of ownership so strenuously advo¬
cated by the spineless species. The mollusea have my sym¬
pathy.



Annual Report from “Lutheran
Tid ings .^.uttcran Cibtngsi

P U B L I S H E D B Y

T H E D A N I S H E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N
C H U R C H I N A M E R I C A

Office of publication, 211 Wash. St., Cedar Falls, Iowa
Rev. C. A. Stub. Editor, Ringsted, Iowa

Rev. Ernest D. Nielsen, Business Manager,
211 Washington St., Cedar Falls, Iowa, and

25 Merrill Ave., Muskegon, Mich.
Published semi-monthly on the 5th and 20th of each month

During the last year we have directed our work along
the line.s which were very specifically indicated and rec¬
ommended by last year’s convention. We were definitely
requested to undertake apromotional work for the paper
during the coming year. Following these specific recom¬
mendations we planned to solicit the cooperation of the
pastors, the congregations, and the ladies’ aid societies
within our synod. Letters were mailed to each grou]), and
anumber of favorable replies were received. Not nearly as
many as we had hoped, but enough to show amarked im¬
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Anumber of our congregations have conditctod more

or less suceessfid subscription campaigns during the last
year. Several of these have made use of the three-month
trial subscription plan, such as Trinity, Chicago, Detroit,
Mich., Withee, Wis., Los Angeles, Calif., and the follow¬
ing congregations in Iowa: Cedar Falls, Hampton, Des
Moines, Waterloo, Ring-sted, and Newell. Arecent addition
to this list is the congregation at Alden, Minn. Onr experi¬
ence this last year indicates that this is the most efficient
method by which to make the people acquainted with the
paper and to increase circulation. We have been compelled
to cancel alarge number of subscriptions because of failure
to renew. In spite of this we have added 95 new and regu¬
lar subscribers bringing the total number of subscribers
today to 924. To this number must be added approximately
100 copies which have been sent in packages to vaiious
congregations that have requested sample copies. At the
present time it appears that the trial subscriiition plan is
the best method of securing new subscribers. Since it virtu¬
ally places most of the work upon the management of the
paper, we may also assert that it appears that the best way
to gain new subscribers is to sell the paper to our people
by mail.

E D I T O R I A L .

The lateness of this issue of “Lutheran Tidings” and
the incompleteness of its contents are due to an eye ail¬
ment suffered by the editor, incapacitating him for his
work. Please excuse these shortcomings.

G . A . S t u b .
■ 0

Rush Religious Reports.
According to Dr. Murphy of the United States Cen¬

sus Bureau thei'e are 2,469 Lutheran congregations who
have not yet replied to the U. S. Census of Religious
Bodie.s. Of these 19 belong to the Danish Church. No
doubt the failure to report has been an oversight in most
cases. We want to urge all pastors who have not yet made
areturn to the Census of Religious Bodies being conduct¬
ed by the Federal Census Bureau to do so at once. The
importance of acomplete census cannot be overestimated
a t t h i s t i m e .

i i

Since the beginning of the paper we have mailed
Lutheran Tidings” free to all pastors within our .synod.

This year, however, we made an appeal to all pastors for
contributions in form of asubscription. Anumber of our
pastors contributed to the paper, and wo credited their
contribution in terms of the regular subscription rate. We
recommend that we cease to mail “Lutheran Tidings” free
to the pastors of the synod, and that this change take place
on August 1st of this year.

It is also of importance that we have reached an
agreement with “Dannevirke” and “kingdom” whereby
all of these papers may be had at asub.stantial saving-
through club subscriptions. This was also asked by last
3^ear’s convention, and we take this op]ioi-tunity to thank
the management of these papere for tlicir willingness to
cooperate.

As the financial statement shows, we are carrying the
burden of alarge deficit from previous years. This amouiif,
carried forward from last year’s report, totals $526.95.
However, we have definitely reached the tm-ning point as
the very marked increase in the paper’s income proves. With¬
out any contribution from the synod, except for salaries,
we have been able to pay'- all of this year’s printing expense
(including issue of May 5th) save $131.51. This leads us

y y i :

A b o v e c o m m u n i c a t i o n h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e

National Lutheran Council. Is there any good reason why
our churches and pastors should not comply with this re
quest of our government? Ican see none; and Iwould
urge every church and every pastor who has not reported
to the religious census that they do so at once. It is a
small request that the govei-nment is making in this case.
To comply with it could not reasonably raise any objec¬
tions. On the other hand such acen.sus may become arich
source of information, not only for our church but for all
churches. It is with this pui-pose the government has pur¬
sued this census. Let us all get behind the government
i n t h i s .

G. A. Stub.
■0

“The mo.st trying man to deal with is the one who
doesn’t know what he wants and is impatient because he
doesn’t get it.
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to believe that v,-e shall he able to make the paper nearly
self-supporting within ayear or two. We may safel}^ pre-
cliot abrighter future for “Lutheran Tidings.

We express our sincere thanks to Holst Printing-
Company, the Executive Board of the Synod, and Rev.
C. A. Stub for their generous cooperation and confidence.
Nor must we forget that alarge piece of work has been
done by many individuals, congregations, and organiza¬
tions. To all of these we express our deepest thanks, and
we look forwai'd to their valuable help next year.

E r n e s t D . N i e l s e n .

} )

By Jens Chr. Kjar.
The Bible is alibrary, and for the student without a

good memory or amodern concordance (Bihcloi'dbog) it
takes considerable time to find even the best luiown pass¬
a g e s .

After having made himself familiar witli tlie oi-der of
the books in the B ib le the s tuden t mu .s t l ea rn to tu rn
quickly to tlie following outstanding portions:

< y

. E x o d u s 2 0

. . P s a l m 2 3
Luke 2

. . . J o h n 1 9
M a t t h e w 2 8

T h e Te n C o m m a n d m e n t s .

The Shepherd Psalm
The Birth of Jesus

The Crucifixion 

T h e R e s u r r e c t i o n o f J e s u s

F INANCIAL STATEMENT OF LUTHERAN T ID INGS
MAY 20, 1937 TO JUNE 2, 1938.

May 20, 1938 to June 2, 1938.
I N C O M E .

$ 0 0 0 . 0 0Cash on hand May 20, 1937 
Subscriptions 
Subscriptions paid to Holst 
Advertisements 

Gifts—Societies, churches, etc
Club Subscriptions (Dannovii'ke and Ungdoin) ..
From Synodica l Treasurer

Editor’s Salary 
Business Manager’s Salary- 

$ 5 0 9 . 2 8
4 0 . 3 5
5 3 . 0 4

1 1 9 . 1 1

1 0 . 4 5

Resurrection through Jesus ....I Corinthians 15
The Lord’s Prayer
T h e S e r m o n o n t h e M o u n t
The Beatitudes 
The Grea t Commandments . . . .Ma t thew 22 :34 -40

M a t t h e w 2 5 : 3 1 - 4 6
L u k e 1 0

Luke 1 5

.. . . Mark 16:15;
M a t t h e w 2 8 : 1 9 - 2 0
. . . M a t t h e w 7 : 1 2
. . k l a t t h e w 1 1 : 2 8

John 1 5
I C o r i n t h i a n s 1 3

J o h n 3 : 1 6

5 4 9 . 6 3

M a t t h e w 6

klatthew 5, 6, 7
M a t t h e w 5 : 1 - 1 2

1 8 3 . 2 0

. . . 1 0 0 . 0 0

. . . 1 0 0 . 0 0

The Last Judgment 
P a r a b l e o f t h e G o o d S a m a r i t a n

Parable of the Prodigal Son ..
Tlie Great Commission

$ 9 3 2 . 8 3
E X P E N S E

$683.00
10.45

Holst Printing Company 
Club Subscriptions 
Bank Pees 
Postal Notices 
Postage (E.xpiration notices, etc.)
Stationary and supplies 
S a l a r i e s

Editor 

Business Manager 

1 . 9 0
1 . 0 8

2 3 . 1 1
1 1 . 5 9 The Golden Rule

The Rest Verse

The Abiding Chapter ..
The Love Chapter 
The Gospel in one verse
Life has its “ups and downs;’’ and often we look for

help and advice from our friends. Some of my best friends
are in my study where they always are ready to serve my
needs. Agood, old friend who has never failed me is Our
Book of Books. In i t 1have found the solution of many a
problem; the faithful reader of the Bible will experience
t h e s a m e s a t i s f a c t i o n .

Not long ago in one of my periodicals Ifound some
Helps For Bible Reading; Ttake this opportunity to pass
them on to the readers of Lutheran Tidings:

$ 1 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0 2 0 0 . 0 0

.$931.13
. 4 2C n s l i o n h a n d

B a n k b a l a n c e 1 . 7 01 . 2 8

$ 9 3 2 . 8 3

Bills payable to Holst Prtg. Co.
Deficit May 20, 1937 $ 5 2 6 . 9 5
Deficit June 2, 1938 131.51$ 6 5 8 . 4 6
Above statement of receipts and di.sburseraents from May 20,

1937 to June 2, 1938 has been audited and found correct by the
nndorsigned.
George W. Hansen
N A T I O N A L L U M B E R M A N ’ S B A N K
■W i l l i a m P o u l s o n
C O N T I N E N TA L M O T O R S C O R P.

M u s k e g o n , i l l c h .
J u n e 2 , 1 9 3 8 When in trouble or sorrow, read John 14; Psalm 46.

When you worry, read l\latt. 6:19-34.
When you have the blues, read Psalm 91.
When God seems far away, read Psalm 139.
When you want rest and iieace, read Matt. 11 :25-30.
When in sickness, read James 5; Psalm 41.
When in danger, read Inike 8:22-25; Psa’ni 91.
When men fail yon, read IPeter 5:7; Psalm 23.
When lonely or fearful, i-ead Matt. 6:25-34; 11 :28-30.
When discouraged or temt)ted, read ICor. 10:13;

b s a . 4 0 .

When yon have sinned, road IJohn 1:8-9; Hob. 7:25.
Wlien you forget your blessings, read Psalm 103.
When yoiir faitli seems failing, read Heb. 11.
When you want courage, read II Cor. 12:9.
“All things are possible to liim that lielieveth.” Mark

B a r M a i d s .

The employment of women, in many eases young
girls, and the presence of young women in taverns, threat¬
ens the very foundation of our future homes. The tavern
is agi-eatcr evil than the saloon ever was.

While one girl is being given the advantage of_ edu-
eation and culture, three are l)eing trained to .serve liciuor
:iii(l, in many eases, to act as lure to men drinkers.

Thei’e wei'e 439,640 girls enrolled in all institutions
of higher learning in 1934, the last year for which figures

ailahle at the Bureau of Education. Department of
I n t e i ' i o r .

One million, three hundred and fifty thousand girls
were enrolled in 1936 in the li(]Uor-serving establishments,
the taverns (saloons), roadhouses, and iiightduhs. etc.,
according to a.survey reported by the Philadelphia lu-
(piirer of Septembei' 27, 1936.

The total expenditure for public and elementary high
sehools ill 1934 was $1,941,556,979.

The drink bill in 1936 was $5,000,000,000.

a r e a v

9 : 2 3 .
- o -

The great need of hmuauity today is the ministry of
Jesus; many of humanity have not yet learned ol Him or
His ministry.
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M o t h e r ’s H a v e n . H e s e e m e d n o t t o h e a r h e r f o r h e d i d n o t
answer, and the rest were all si lent. They
were soon there, and after al l had gotten
out, instead of going into Lonny’s house,
two of the boys stepped up to mother and,
taking their p laces on ei ther s ide of her.
escorted her proudly down the hill ashort
distance unti l they stood in front of alitt le
three- room cot tage. Jack, the e ldest son
there, acted as spokesman for the whole
f a m i l y.

When thc3' reached the door all .stopped
and Jack, taking his mother’s hand tender¬
l y i n h i s , sa id , ‘ ‘Mo the r dea r, f o r a l ong
time we all have felt you were not happy
living as you have been doing, so we decid¬
ed to build this little home for you here on
Lonny’s farm. We are sure it wil l be dear
t o y o u b e c a u s e a l l t h i s l a n d w a s o n c e
father ’s as you know. Here you canbe^'our
own mistress aud do just as you please. Be¬
hold,” and laughingly he turned aud point¬
e d t o a s t r i p o f l a n d , ‘ ‘ h e r o i s g r o u n d
plowed and ready for your seed .and hoe.
See yonder that small, new chicken house!
Twelve of your faithful old bii ldies are al¬
ready at home there. There is o ld Tabby
sunning himself and even old Shep is here
in his new kennel to complete the picture.
Bowing to her and pointing toward the door
Jack solemnly continued, ‘‘Enter your home.
Mother dear, and bid us all welcome. ’’

Too overcome to utter aword she opened
the door aud stepped into acozy living-
room. ‘‘Oh, ’ ’she exclaimed weakly press¬
ing her hands over her heart. ‘‘Oh, how'
lovely, my dear old pieces of furniture, no¬
thing new, noth ing st range! Oh, i t is just
l ike coming home again. The old pictures,
the old cupboards with the old dishes, my
old bed, and father ’s dear picture looking
<lown upon me. He is here with me in spir¬
it ;Tcan feel it. My blessed children, Ican¬
not thank you enough, ’ ’and as she sank
into her old rocker tears of happiness ran
d o w n h e r c h e e k s .

Soft ly, quiet ly, one by one, the chi ldren
departed, leaving her there with her thoughts
a n d h e r h a p p y m e m o r i e s . L o o k i n g o u t
th rough the open doorway down in to the
val ley, and overlooking the old farm home
s h e c o u l d d r e a m t o h e r h e a r t ’ s c o n t e n t a n d
yet her dear o ld hands would have work
t o d o .

Closing her tear-dimmed eyes and resting
her head against the back of the old rocker
which she had always loved we wil l leave
her as she happily dreamed of the yester¬
days forever fresh in her memory.

T h e L u t h e r a n .

By A lma Han te l A rno ld .

So my home, the o ld fa rm, is to be
sold! It does not seem possible, ’’so mused
a d e a r o l d m o t h e r a s s h e s a t i n h e r r o c k e r
in the long'living room of her country home.
It was early spring and the air was still
c h i l l y , s o a fi r e h a d b e e n b u i l t o u t h e
hearth, tlie lioarth dear father had built so
long ago.

She sat idly rocking to and fro, her gnarl¬
ed hands clasped in her lap. It was as
though she were stunned by the blow, as
thougli it were only adream and she would
s o o n a w a k e n t o fi n d i t w a s n o t t r u e . S h e
stopped rocking and stared out of the win¬
d o w a t t h e r o s e b u s h e s t h a t

( ( .work, and now that she did have the time
s h e d i d n o t c a r e f o r i t .

She started to sweep the diningroom rug
when Jane, her daughter, sa id ,
mind, mother, the girls will use the vacuum
later on. Why don’t j-ou sit down and rest?
You’ve surely never had much of it.
down she sat and before long was nodding,
and all her worries were forgotten in bless¬
ed sleep.

Several hours later Bill came bounding in
Where is grandmother? Oh,

< ( N e v e r

} f S o

exclaiming,
there you are. Come over to the park with
me and wo will look at the animahs, ”and
together they went o ff . But when mother
returned her poor feet hurt her so badly
she hardly knew what to do.

You see, dear,” she said gently to Bill,
my old feet have walked miles and miles,

b u t o n t h e s o f t e a r t h a n d i n s m a l l s h o r t
t r ips. I ’m not used to these hard cement
walks, so Bill, j ’ou ’l l have to find another
partner, ’’and she heaved asigh.

So the days passed, and soon she felt she
could not stand it an.y longer. She decided
to visit with another daughter who lived on
afarm and thought i t would be more l ike
home. But after being there afew days she
found ou t tha t Be t ty, the l i t t l e daughte r,
always gathered the eggs. Her own daugh¬
t e r w o u l d n o t a l l o w h e r t o s t a n d o u t i n t h e
sun and hoe the garden and David, her son-
in-law, always chopped and brought in the
wood. So again there was nothing, nothing
t o d o . O h w h a t u s e w a s i t t o l i v e ? N o o n e
needed her it seemed; there was no place
she could fit in, and again asadness came
into her days.

After afew weeks she went to staj ' with
o n e o f h e r s o n s . S h e a n d M a b e l , h i s w i f e ,
never had been drawn very close to one an¬
other, and a l though Mabel was very k ind
and solicitous of her welfare something that
she could not describe was lacking.

Stajdug awhile with another son who lived
in avery large city, she soon grew weary of
t h e c o n s t a n t h u s t l e a n d d i s t u r b a n c e a n d s h e
missed the k ind hospi ta l i ty of the country
f o l k . A n d s o t h e w e e k s a n d t h e m o n t h s
slipped by. She went from one place to an¬
other, alwa.ys welcoined and loved yet never
feeling at home.

I n t h e m e a n t i m e t h e c h i l d r e n n o t i c e d h e r

( (

w e r e g r e e n
with new leaves. Other springs she had noted
the growth of the bushes and plants and re¬
joiced in them, but th is year i t was wi th
saddened ejes that she looked at everything
as though she were seeing things for the last
t i m e .

t (

( c

Just ,1 few nights back some of the chil¬
d r e n h a d m e t h e r e i n t h e o l d f a r m h o u s e a n d
decided things could not go on as they were.
Mother was too old to stay alone on the
farm, and the children %vere married and
e a c h h a d h i s o w n h o m e s o n o n e c o u l d m o v e

in and keep up the old house. So the decis¬
i o n w a s m a d e t o s e l l . A n d m o t h e r ? A l l t h e
children loved their mother, had been good
to her, and each was wi l l ing- she should
m a k e h e r h o m e w i t h t h e m ; b u t i n t h e i r
hearts they knew she would never be satis¬
fi e d . S o w h a t s h o u l d b e d o n e ?

Today as she sat and rocked her mind
was busy, not with the perplexing problems
o f t h e f u t u r e , b u t w i t h t h e s w e e t a n d t e n d e r
memor ies o f the past . Here her husband
had brought her as a. bride and here their
n i n e c h i l d r e n h a d b e e n b o r n . H e r e s h e h a d
spent many happy years and had also suf¬
fered mucli hardship and sorrow. Afew
miles away, up on the fir-clad hill behind
the white country church in the quiet and
peaceful God’s Acre her eldest daughter lay
s leep ing fo r many yea rs , and on l y a few
sho r t yea rs ago he r f a i t h f u l l i f e pa r t ne r
h a d g o n e t o r e s t .

D e a r P a , she murmured b roken ly,
I’d hoped Ttoo could finish my life here,

b u t i t i s n o t t o b e . T h e a c r e s t h a t y o u
worked so proudly and fai thful ly are soon
to be turned over to strangers. Soon others
will bo eating the fruit from the trees tl iat
your dear hands planted, oh so long ago,
and she covered her eyes with her hands as
though to shut out the very thought of it.

But dreaded events have to be faced and,
whether we like it or not, they come, linger
awhile and are gone. So it was in this case.
Abuyer was found, an auc t ion he ld , and
everything sold except afew of the things
m o s t n e e d e d . M o t h e r d i d n o t w i s h t o b e
there tha t day, so she v i s i ted as is te r i n
another part of the state aud left all in her
c h i l d r e n ’ s h a n d s .

A f t e r a f e w w e e k s s h e r e t u r n e d a n d w e n t
direct to the homo of her eldest daughter,
who had six children, mostly grown. There
w a s a l w a y s n o i s e , c o n f u s i o n o r e x c i t e m e n t
there . They- we lcomed the i r g randmother
heartily for they loved her. But after a, few
days she felt she could not stand this con¬
stant hurry and noise. She mi.<sod the peace
and quiet of her farm home. There seemed
nothing to do. I f she wanted to wash the
dishes one of the Iwins would gent ly but
firmly push her into the living room saj--

n o w g r a n d m o t h e r d e a r, j - o u h a v e

r I

f I

unres t and fe l t so sor ry for her that a l¬
though she never spoke aword of complaint
they knew there would have to be achange.
So they put their heads together and talked
and looked at mother ’s life from all angles
and finally came to aconclusion, hoping it
w a s f o r t h e b e s t .

●O*

A f t e r t h e W o l f .
* n *

Isee we are honored this morning with
the presence of aminister of rel igion.
Surely the reverend gentleman should have
been ministering to his flock instead of
wasting his time here! ”Such was the com¬
ment of al iquor-trade lawyer when the late
Eev. Samuel Chadwick appeared in acourt
t o o p p o s e a n e w d r i n k l i c e n s e . ‘ ‘ O h , t h e
flock is all right,” Mr. Chadwick replied.
“T am after the wolf. ^

1 1

A j -ear had ro l led a round, and aga in i t
was spring. Spring with all its new hopes!
T h e f r u i t t r e e s w e r e a b l o o m i n t h e i r d e l i ¬
cate colors and Easter, with i ts wonderful
promise of new life, was pa.st.

I t w a s a w a r m b r i g h t S u n d a y m o r n i n g
j u s t a s i t s h o u l d b e o n M o t h e r ’ s D a y.
M o t h e r a n d s o m e o f h e r c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i r
f a m i l i e s h a d a t t e n d e d . s e r v i c e s a n d w e r e c n -
jo.ying their dinner in Mildred’s home.

By the way,” said Lonny, the j-oungest
son, ‘‘how about .all driving out to my place
this afternoon? The country is so lovely.

Agreed,” the rest cried in unison, and
mother’s ey-es looked happy. As soon as the
dishes were washed and put away several
auto loads left for Lonny’s place, only a
few miles away. His place adjoined the old
farm. When almost there mother spoke in a
surprised tone, ‘‘Why, Lonny, what have
you built? Inever saw that small building
b e f o r e . ’ '

> >

( I
- o -

In God We Trust! Ihappened to be
present in agroup o f min is te rs w-hen the
President gave his annual message to con¬
gress . Someone remarked : ‘ ‘ Tha t sounds
like the social gospel! ”It does, and thank
God for that! Idare not trust big business
to save the nation even though they make
fine promises; but Idare trust ‘‘Govern¬
ment for the people,” for it w-ould have

, t o b e C h r i s t i a n t o b e t h a t .

> )

( i

m g ,

wa.shed enough dishes in your life, Ishould¬
n’t think you’d want ever to wash another
dish. You just take i t easy.

Yes, take i t easy. What should she do?
She had never had time to read or do fancy

> )
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P r o f . A l f r e d C . N i e l s e n w h o h a s b e e n
n o m i n a t e d b y t h e s y n o d i c a l b o a r d , w a s
elected by the convention to be president
of Grand View College, Des Moines, Iowa.

yea rs , l ed t he mee t i ng and read a l e t t e r
o f g ree t i ng f r om Mrs . Ka ro l i ne B . K . i d l -
h e d e . M r s . C . A . S t u b . R i n g s t c d , I o w a ,
gave ashort history of this mission society
dur ing the th i r ty years . The offer ing tak-
vn at th is meet ing amounted to $1.38.00,
which was given to the Church Extension
F u n d .

C o n v e n t i o n N o t e s .

61st Annual Convention at Tyler, Minn.,
opened Tuesday evening, June 7, with
services at the church led by Rev. Holger
8trandskov. Rev. Al f red . lensen, president
of the synod, preached the sermon. Rev.
Strandskov bid all the guests welcome.

♦

, R e v. E r n e s t D . N i e P e n . T h e a p p o i n t ¬
ment of Rev. Ernest D. Nielsen, IMuskogon,

'Mich., to bo professor of theology at
Grand View College was approved by the
c o n v e n t i o n .

» * » *

Os te rgaard Memor ia l Unve i led . Amem¬
or ia l for Rev Kr. Ostergaard, erected bx"
f r i ends a t h i s g rave in the Ty le r Ceme¬
te ry, was unve i led on Sunday a f te rnoon .
I t was avery impress ive ceremony, which
was in charge of Rev. Holger Strandskov.

I d e a l P l a c e f o r M e e t i n g . T h e g r o u n d s
around Danebod were very beaut i fu l and
with the College, the gymnasium, the Dan¬
i s h G r a d e S c h o o l ,
t h e c h u r c h a n d t h e p a r s o n a g e m a d e a
lovely set t ing and most ideal p lace for a
r - o n v e n t i o n .

* * * #

R e v. M a r i u s K r o g , M a r c p i e t t e , N c b r .
w a s e l e c t e d t o b e e d i t o r o f
F r i e n d
Cordova, Nobr., who resigned.

j

1 1 C h i l d ’ s
Stenhuset ’’, besides( (

instead of Rev. J . .T. T^erager,

* * * * * *

Mrs . P. H. Pedersen, Per th Amboy, N.
. 1 . w a s r e e l e c t e d e d i t o r o f “ B 0 r n e v e n n e n ” .

R e v . a n d M r s . P . R a s m u s s e n , D a l u m
Alberta, Canada, were guests at the con¬
v e n t i o n . R e v. R a s m u s s e n s p o k e a t t h e
closing meet ing Sunday evening. Ho em¬
phasized keeping our chi ldren in our own
c h u r c h .

* )

Danebod Church was beautiful ly decora¬
ted with large bouquets of fresh flowers
al l dur ing the convent ion.

* *

Rev Ho lger S t randskov, who has been
sick for a long t ime th is spr ing, was wel l
enough to conduct most o f the meet ings
i n t h e c h u r c h .

* * *

Rev. J. L. J. Dixen, Lindsey, Nebr., was
K i r k e l i g S a n i l e r ” .r e e l e c t e d e d i t o r o f*

* * * *

C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F u n d . I t w a s d e c i < l e d

t o s t a r t a f u n d f o r f u r t h e r i n g t h e r v o r k
o f our synod in new fie lds and in sma l l
congregat ions al ready in existence. About
$ 3 0 0 . 0 0 w a s s u b s c r i b e d f o r t h i s f u n d a t
t h e c o n v e n t i o n . A c o m m i t t e e t o b e i n
cha rge o f t h i s f und was appo in ted con¬
s i s t i n g o f R e v. V. S . J e n s e n , H a r t f o r d ,
Conn., Rev. L. C. Bundgaard, Brush, Colo.,
and Rev. C. A. Stub, Ringsted, Iowa.

* » * *

T r a c t s . R e v . V . S . J e n s e n , H a r t f o r d ,
Conn., and Rev. .J. C. Kjffir, Racine, Wis.,
o ffered to pub l i .sh the firs t o f ascr ies o f
t rac ts to be g iven out bv our .synod for
n s e i n e x t e n s i o n v . - o r k . T h e o f f e r w a s a c ¬
cepted wi th thanks.

* * * *

Grand View Col lege. I t was decided by
t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o g e t G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e
a c c r e d i t e d . W i t h t h i s i n v i e w i t ^ v a s v o t e d
to improve the laborator ies at the col lege
to meet the requirements of the State of
I o w a .

* * *

T h i s Y e a r ’ s C o n v e n t i o n w a s m o r e c h a r ¬
acter ized by youth than previous conven¬
t i o n s .

« * *

“ . S l r e s p o r t ” . A l a r g e b e a u t i f u l a r c h
made of evergreen branches was erected
across the entrance to the college grounds
b e a r i n g t h e i n s c r i p t i o n
D a n e b o d ” .

A t t e n d a n c e . T h e c o n v e n t i o n w a s a t t e n d ¬
ed by about 670 out of town guests.

* *

V c l k o m m e n t i l( (

Sunday Morn ing Worsh ip . Abou t 1 ,200
people attended services on Sunday morn¬
ing held in three <l i fferent places.

» *

Organ iza t ion . Rev. Jobs . Knudsen, As-
kov, M inn . , was e lec ted cha i rman o f the
convention. Rev. Alfred E. Sorensen, Seat¬
t le, Wash., assistant chairman. Rev. Hen¬
r i k P l a m b o c k , A t l a n t i c , I o w a , s e c r e t a r y.
R e v. E j n a r F a r s t r u p , M e n o m i n e e , M i c h . ,
a s s i s t a n t s e c r e t a r y, a n d R e v. E r n e s t D .
Nie lsen, Muskegon, Mich. , ass is tant sec¬
retary to repor t the meet ing in Eng l ish .

*

Home Mission Offering taken S-unday
morning amounted to $270.00.

* *

N e x t Y e a r ’ s C o n v e n t i o n w i l l b e a t
W i t h e e . W i s .

The Power o f t he P r i n ted
W o r d .

«

G r e e t i n g s f r o m D e n m a r k . T h e C o m m i t ¬
tee on Danish-Amcrican Missions in Copen¬
hagen sent greetings to the convention and
expressed the i r w ishes fo r ab lessed and
f ru i t f u l mee t i ng .

* *

Reports to the Convention. Many of the
reports to the convention by the president,
t h e c h a i r m a n o f d i f f e r e n t b o a r d s a n d c o m ¬
mittees, etc., were printed and distributed
to the ministers and delegates to be studi¬
ed by them ind iv idua l l y. And i t was de¬
c ided to have a l l repor ts fo r nex t year ’s
convent ion pr in ted in Engl i .sh or in both
Danish and Engl ish.

. # * *

S c h o o l B o a r d . I n s t e a d o f h a v i n g t h e
synodical board also act as school board
of Grand View College, it was decided to
elect aspecial board of five members, in¬
cluding the president of the synod. Other
m e m b e r s e l e c t e d t o t h i s b o a r d w e r e : R e v .
Jobs. Knudsen, Askov, Minn. , fo r 4years ;
Mr. J. G. Thuesen, Fredsville, Iowa, for

Rev Ottar .lorgenscn, Cedar
Falls, Iowa, for 2years; and Mr. S. N.
Nielsen, Chicago, 111., for one year.

* * # ■ * .

R e v. A l f r e d J e n s e n , K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a ,
was re-elected president of the svnod.

* » * *

Mr. P. L. Lund, Hampton, Iowa, resign¬
ed after having s.erved on the synodical
board for 13 years. Ai r. Aksel Holst , Ce¬
dar Fa l l s , Iowa, was e lec ted to take h is
place on the board.

* ♦

Mr. Chr. Korsgaard, Chicago, 111., mem¬
ber of the. svnodical board, was re-elected.

* * * *

P e n s i o n B o a r d . M r . J . K . J e n s e n , C h i ¬
cago, 111., was elected to serve on the
b o a r d f o r t h e M i n i s t e r s ’ P e n s i o n F u n d
instead of Mr. Chr. Dixen, Askov, Minn.,
who resigned.

By Mabel H. Erdmaii, Beirut, Syria.
*

Sunday Schoo l Exh ib i t . The commi t tee
a p p o i n t e d b y l a s t y e a r ’ s c o n v e n t i o n l o
g a t h e r S u n d a y S c h o o l m a t e r i a l s h a d a
fine exh ib i t o f books, pamphle ts , e tc . , in
the Danish school bu i ld ing, which was in
charge o f Rev. L . C . Bundgaard .

* * *

Re l i g ious Educa t ion . Apermanen t com¬
mi t tee to work fo r re l ig ious educat ion o f
our children was elected, c o n s i s t i n g o f
Rev. J . C . K jmr, Rac ine , Wis . , fo r th ree
years; Rev. L. C. Bundgaard, Brush, Colo.,
f o r t w o y e a r s ; a n d A i r. . 1 . G . T h u e s e n
Fredsv i l le , Iowa, fo r one year.

# * * *

A S a n t a l M i s s i o n M e e t i n g w a s h e l d o n
Thursday evening with Rev. J. .1. Aaberg,
Minneapol is, Al inn.. in charge. Two of our
missionaries. Dr. Dagmar P e d e r s e n a n d
Rev. .1 . A I . G i r tz , spoke a t the meet ing .
A ’ ' e r y i n s p i r i n g ! T h e o f f e r i n g t a k e n a t
th is meet ing for the Santa l ATiss ion work
a m o u n t e d t o $ 1 2 7 . 0 0 .

# * # *

Yo u n g P e o p l e ’ s W o r k . A t t h i s y e a r ’ s
convention one evening was given over to
a y o u n g p e o ] ) l e ’ s p r o g r a m . I t w a s i n
c h a r g e o f t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e D a n i s h
Amer i ca n Yo u ng Pe o p l e ’s Tmague . P ro f .
Alfred C. Nielsen of Grand A’^iew College.
Rev. Ho lger N ie lsen , Junc t ion C i ty, Ore . ,
P ro f . Ha ra l d Knudsen , G rand V iew Co l¬
lege, Des Aloines, Iowa, and Rev. E. Far-
strnp, Alenominee, Alich., spoke.

* # * *

T h i r t i e t h A n n i v e r ' a r y, T h e D a n i s h AVo -
m e n ’ s A l i s s i o n F u n d c e l e b r a t e d i t s 3 0 t h
b i r t h d a y i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h i t s y e a r l y
mee t i ng he ld on Sa tu rday even ing . A i r s .
.Seeley Knudstrup, Alanistee, Mich., who
h a s b e e n a m e m b e r o f t h e b o a r d f o r 2 9

Alittle old man with greying beard and
k ind ly, smi l ing haze l eyes s i ts in awhee l
c h a i r o n t h e v e r a n d a o f a H o m e f o r t h e
Aged in anear East city. His face is lined,
b u t t h e l i n e s a r e t h o s e o f a t h i n k e r . H e i s
t a l k i n g t o h i s A l o s l e m n e i g h b o r — a t h i n ,
t ime-scarred old gentleman whose bed has
been pul led out on the balcony. The first
o ld man is te l l ing something of h is ear ly
l i f e . Am iss iona ry f r i end l i s tens wh i l e t he
ta le i s t o l d .

Ye a r s a g o I l i v e d i n t h e H o l y C i t y
where Iwas akeeper in a la rge mosque. I
was adevou t A los lem, wear ing the g reen
t u r b a n t o w h i c h I w a s e n t i t l e d a s a d i r e c t

descendent of the Prophet. Five times aday
when the muezzin cal led, Iprayed with the
faithful. One of my duties was to clean and
fil l the many ornate lamps which hung in
that mosque. Iwas also expected to collect
the rents due f rom houses owned by the
mosque. In these houses lived all manner of
peoi) le, tho better apartments being let to
foreigners from whom we could demand a
high rental. One of these tenants was alady
who l ived a lone. Iwondered why she had
left her far-away home to live among strang¬
ers, who, to .iudge by myself, loved her little.

“One day, quite accidentally, Ilearned
why she had come. AVhen she gave me her
rent money she handed me asmall book. I
suspected at once that it must be an ac-
curseil book of the Christians, and had it
not been for the precious, money and the
courtesy due atenant of the holy mosque, I
should have dropped the hated thing which
seemed to burn into my hand. As soon as
possible 1bowed politely and left the for¬
eign lady.

T h e r e w e r e o t h e r c o l l e c t i o n s t o b e m a d e

*

( (

8 y e a r s ;

*

{ (
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elaratiou. The great mosque became an in¬
to lerable p lace; the copies of the sacred
Koran , the sh in ing lamps, the very rugs
l e e r e d a t m e .

“I knew that Imust turn my back on al l
this. My parents would disown me and dis¬
inherit me; my fr iends would seek to de¬
stroy me; my wife would have to do as her
p a r e n t s a n d m i n e d e c r e e d , a n d I s h o u l d
h a v e t o l e a v e h e r a n d t h e c h i l d r e n .

‘‘'Weeks and months slipped by as Ihesi¬
tated. My life was comfortable, even luxuri¬
ous. Iwas loved, respected, trusted. In giv¬
i n g u p I s l a m I s h o u l d b e g i v i n g u p a l l
security and respectabi l i ty as Iknew them.
B u t w h i l e I d e b a t e d a b o u t t h i s o t h e r P r o ¬
phe t and compared h i s l i f e w i t h t ha t o f
J l o h a m m e d , I k n e w w h a t I m u s t d o ; a n d
a t l a s t I d i d i t .

The result was all that Ihad anticipat¬
ed, but though my suffering was great, I
felt no sorrow or regret. There were many
new friends now to replace the old, whom I
loved with agreater love than ever and for¬
gave wholeheartedly when they persecuted
me. Penniless, I left my home city with al l
o f i t s d e a r a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d t r a v e l e d n o r t h ¬
ward. Everywhere Christians who had hoard
o f mo we lcomed me, bu t whenever Ien¬
countered tlioso of my old faith, they revil¬
ed me mercilessly. Iwas refused shelter in
every Mo.“lem home; Iwas shamefully curs¬
ed and ejected from restaurants and all
public places where Iwas known.

F o r a t i m e d o u b t a s s a i l e d m e . I w o n ¬
dered whether God had forgotten me. Things
were strange as I traveled away from
h o m e ; I d i d n o t s l i p e a s i l y i n t o t h e n e w
customs and religious practices. Imissed
my loved ones, particularly my sons, who
w o u l d g r o w u p c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r f a t h e r
a r e n e g a d e , a n i n fi d e l , a ' b e t r a y e r o f t h e
faith. Perliaps these were the hardest hours
of my life.

But when my sorrow was deepest, when
the outlook seemed blackest, God made him¬
self known to mo, and Iwms able to rise
up and follow him with renewed strength
a n d v i s i o n .

Now after al l these years Ican test i fy

that he has never forsaken me at any time
and tha t he i s wor thy o f eve ry sac r i fice
made for his sake. Iwould not go back to
the o ld l i f e , w i t h a l l o f i t s secu r i t y and
material comfort, for all that the world has
to offer. Ihave tr ied to witness to him, to
tell others of his love and beauty, and as
l i fe ’s shadows lengthen around me, I rea¬
l i z e t h a t I m u s t w o r k h a r d e r t h a t n o t i m e
be lost .

t h a t d a y a n d l a c k i n g o p p o r t u n i t y t o d o
otherwise, Islipped the small book into my
pocket . I forgot about i t unt i l la ter in the
day when Isat alone in ashadowed corner
of the great mosque. Curiosity overcame my
fear and Iopened the book surrept i t iously.

“ M a n y y e a r s h a v e g o n e b y n o w, b u t
never shal l I forget my first impression of
the beauty of that story. It was the Gospel
according to Saint i lark, and as by some
outer force Iwas impelled to read through
the verses which described John the Bap¬
tist, Christ’s Baptism, his temptation and
cal l ing of some of the discip les. Perhaps
more than all else Iwas impressed by the
beauty and the puri ty of Christ ’s teaching
a n d c h a r a c t e r .

Suddenly Iwas covered with confusion.
T h i s t i l i n g w h i c h I c o n s i d e r e d b e a u t i f u l ,
t h i s s to r y wh i ch was w r i t t en i n my own
sacreti tongue, was adespised Cliristian
thing, afalse book which they dared to set
up in comparison with the holy Koran!
H a s t i l y I h i d i t l e s t I b e d e t e c t e d .

Days slipped by, during which Icon¬
demned myself on the one hand and indulg¬
ed my curiosity on the other. Finally Ide¬
cided' there was no harm in carrying the
book w i th mo . A f te r a l l , my devo t i on to
Is lam could not be quest ioned. Imanaged
to read all of the Gospel of iMark. and then,
still firm in my own faith, Imade bold to
visit the foreign lady again and ask for
o t h e r b o o k s o f t h e s a m e s o r t . I d o n o t k n o w
what impression Imade upon her, but she
received me kindly and without question
gave me other Gospels.

“ I n a s h o r t t i m e I h a d r o a d a l l f o u r
gospels and then Isecured the Book of Acts.
It was not long before Ihad to acknowledge
t h a t . Te s u s C h r i s t h a d w o n m o a s h e h a d
Paul of Tarsus, though my own conversion
w a s m u c h l e s s d r a m a t i c . I w a s fi l l e d w i t h a
great longing to servo my Savior and
Friend, who had I’ovealed God to me in a
now' light—as aloving Father to whmn I
was precious.

So strong was my new faith, so com¬
pelling his j)lca to leave all and follow
liim, that Iknew Imust make an open de-'

j )

Thus the fascinating tale came to aclose.
Whenever he can do so, this truly converted
b e l i e v e r r e a d s f r o m h i s ‘ ‘ B e a u t i f u l B o o k
to his companions, and if we were there to
see , we shou ld no te tha t many a face i s
softened, that new light comes into hard,
cold eyes which have seen much bitterness
and disappointment, for the Prince of Peace
h o v e r s n e a r .

( (
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N E V E R

I H A P P E N !

Passengers may take the route along
the picturesque coast with i ts beau¬
tiful fjords, or disembark at Bergen
and travel across the majestic moun¬
t a i n s t o O s l o e n r o u t e t o D e n m a r k .

E x c l u s i v e l y S c a n d i n a v i a n O f fi c e r s
a n d C r e w. H o m e l i k e s u r r o u n d i n g s .

P l e a s e w r i t e u s f o r i l l u s t r a t e d

b o o k l e t s .

T h e P i c t u r e T e l l s I t s

Own Story !
This family provider waited too long to provide insurance protection on
his own home. Life insurance, sufficient to cover the mortgage, would
have left this home tree and clear to the wife and chi ldren.

To insure complete payment of a$2,000 mortgage a,t age 27,
the cost is only $10.00 paid twice ayear. Guarantee your family the
right to live always in its own home. Lutheran Brotherhood can do it
for you.

Norwegian America
L i n e

Chicago: 333 N. Mich igan Ave.
M i n n e a p o l i s : 8 3 1 M a r q u e t t e A v e .

N e w Y o r k : 2 4 S t a t e S t r e e t
S e a t t l e : 4 t h a n d U n i o n

S a n F r a n c i s c o : 3 0 4 P o s t S t r e e t
W i n n i p e g : 2 7 8 M a i n S t r e e t

LUTHERAN BROTHEP.IICOD. Minneapolis, Minnesota
Send complete information to me on how 1can guarantee my lamily the Cash

necessary to pay oil my mortgage.

N A M E . A G E

S T R E E T

C I T Y S T A T E

'When ansrvering advertisements, please
m e n t i o n “ L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s . ; )


