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T h e D a n i s h C h u r c h i n C a l i f o r n i a
b y E n o k M o r t e n s e n

T h e D a n e s h a v e b e e n i n C a l i f o r n i a a l o n g t i m e . I n 1 8 7 0
there were almost as many of them as in Iowa, and far more
t h a n i n N e b r a s k a a n d t h e D a k o t a s . I f w e h a d b e e n s u p p l i e d

wi th asuffic ient number of min is ters t l ien, our chm-ch on
t h e w e s t c o a s t w o u l d h a v e b e e n l a r g e r a n d s t r o n g e r t h a n i s
the case today.

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o r e a d i n “ K i r k e l i g S a m l e r ” o f O c t o b e r
1 5 t h , 1 8 8 0 o f A d a m D a n ’ s j o u r n e y o u t h e r e . H e c a m e t o
S a l i n a s a b o u t J u l y, 1 8 8 0 a n d o r g a n i z e d c h u r c h e s i n Wa t s o n ¬
v i l l e a n d S a l i n a s . H e a l s o p r e a c h e d i n C h u a l a r ; a n d t h o u g h
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w a s d i f fi c u l t — m a n y p l a c e s h e h a d t o u s e s t a ¬
g e s , h e h o p e d t o v i s i t S a n L u i s O b i s p o , w h e r e t h e r e w e r e
m a n y D a n e s , S a n F r a n c i s c o , a n d L o s A n g e l e s .

T h e r e a r e s t i l l p e o p l e w h o r e m e i r f b e r h i m f r o m t h o s e
days; and in old Mrs. Andrew Hansen’s bedroom Ihave sev¬
e r a l t i m e s c a s t a d m i r i n g g l a n c e s a t t h e h a n d s o m e w r i t i n g
desk, presented to him when he left Racine, Wisconsin for
t h e W T l d W e s t . I w o n d e r h o w m a n y o f h i s p o e m s fl o w e d f r o m
his pen there! Iam fa i r ly cer ta in that “Sej rende Krasf ter
s a v / l i g h t t h e r e . I f s o , t h e n h i s s o n g “ D e r s e j l e r e n K o n g e s -
n a s k k e ” ( T h e s h i p o f t h e K i n g i s s a i l i n g ) w a s a l s o w r i t t e n b y

t h a t d e s k . I w o n d e r h o w h e c o u l d p a r t w i t h i t ! B u t t h e n —
railroads charged as much as seven cents amile; he probably
couldn ’ t a fford to .sh ip i t v /hen he le f t again in 1884.

California may have been “God’s country” to some peo¬
ple; but the devil has always claimed alarge share of it for
his own. It was the Wild West in more ways than speaking
of the scenery. Most immigrants took small interest in stor¬
ing up treasures in heaven; what they wanted was bright
g o l d n u g g e t s i n t h e i r p o c k e t s — h e r e a n d n o w ! C h u r c h w o r k
was difficult. Ministers stayed in their calls but afew years
before indifference and worldl iness drove them to
p a s t u r e s i n t h e E a s t .

S o m e t w o y e a r s a g o I b u r i e d o l d M r s . M a d s e n w h o s e
h u s b a n d . P a s t o r S . H . M a d s e n p i o n e e r e d i n F e r n d a l e a n d
H a y w a r d . B e f o r e m e , a s I w r i t e , i s a n o l d l e t t e r w h e r e M a d ¬
sen t e l l s o f t he d i f fi cu l t i es—$200 i n sa la r y, w i t h house ren t a t
$ 8 . 5 0 a m o n t h , a n d n i n e m o u t h s t o f e e d .

Ialso have aletter from Pastor C. J. Skovgaard, asking
Pastor Peder Kjolhede, then synod president, to send him
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h e a r p e o p l e s a y . E v e n a f e u d o f t h e t y p i c a l p i o n e e r k i n d
c o u l d n o t e n t i r e l y i n h i b i t a s h a r e d l i f e .

T w e l v e y e a r s a g o t h e c h u r c h e d i fi c e w a s e r e c t e d . T h e
s i t e , a r c h i t e c t u r e , a n d i n s i d e o f t h e c h u r c h d o a f f e c t t h e e m o ¬
t i o n s , a n d t h e q u e s t f o r p e a c e f u l h a r m o n y. I t h a s b e c o m e a
l a n d m a r k i n l o w e r C a l i f o r n i a . W o u l d t h a t a c o u s t i c s c o r r e s ¬
p o n d e d t o t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e .

The cessat ion o f A t te rdag fo lkschoo l incur red agrea t
d i f fi c u l t y i n t h e c h u r c h . I t h a d s o i n t i m a t e l y b e e n w o v e n
i n t o t h e s e r v i c e s , t h e f e s t i v a l s a n d t h e a t m o s p h e r e o f t h e
community. It is always extremely difficult to survive agreat
l o s s . To s o m e t h e s c h o o l w a s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e c h u r c h
a n d t h e y w e r e q u i t e a t a l o s s w h e n i t n o l o n g e r w a s t h e r e .
People have diligently endeavored to keep the school with the
hope that it may again be of constant use.

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n fi r s t , s e c o n d a n d t h i r d g e n e r a ¬
t ions has here as elsewhere been precar ious. Quite afew
c a m e h e r e t o fi n d a r e f u g e f o r “ D a n s k h e d e n ” . M i n i s t e r s
u r g e d t h e m t o h o l d t h e f o r t a g a i n s t a g g r e s s o r s . T h e s e r v i c e s

Bethania at Solvang
B e t h a n i a D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a t S o l v a n g w a s

s t a r t e d w i t h t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h i r t y y e a r s a g o t h e r e w a s n o
S o l v a n g . S t . Y n e z M i s s i o n , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 8 0 4 , r e i g n e d s u ¬
premely in the valley. Land was divided up into big ranches
a n d n o l e s s t h a n 5 0 0 0 a c r e s c o u l d s u s t a i n a f a m i l y, s a i d t h e
n a t i v e s .

M a d s F r e s e , G r e g e r s e n a n d o t h e r s s o u g h t f o r a t r a c t o f
land, su i tab le for aDanish set t lement , a l l over the s ta te .
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B e t h a n i a C h u r c h , S o l v a n g , C a l i f .

They found the valley here or the valley found them. Soon
landseeke rs came in . Na t i ves sa id t he Danes were a l i t t l e more
t h a n h a l f c r a z y f o r a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e y c o u l d l i v e o n 1 6 0
acres or less. The Danes, however, came not to go horseriding
a n d w e a r i n g p l u m e s a t F i e s t a s . T h e y c a m e t o d o h a r d w o r k ,
l i v e f r u g a l l y a n d p e r p e t u a t e D a n i s h t r a d i t i o n . I n c l u d e d i n
t h a t w a s t h e c h u r c h .

A c o n g r e g a t i o n w a s o r g a n i z e d . S e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d i n t h e
building, which is now called Knudsen’s coffee shop. Atterdag
was built on the hill and the “Poredragsal” became the place
of worship. It was here the community and the folkschool in¬
mates became as it wei’e one family. People would walk forth
a n d b a c k b e t w e e n t h e s c h o o l a n d t h e i r h o m e s t h r e e t i m e s o n
the hol idays. Those pioneer days were happy days, Ioften

A t t e r d a g C o l l e g e
i n t h e c h u r c h a r e s t i l l D a n i s h b u t t h e r e l e n t l e s s c o n d i t i o n s
impelling people to relinquish the resistance, and no matter
h o w m u c h i t h u r t s , t h e c o m m o n l a n g u a g e w i l l r e p l a c e t h e
Danish. Meanwhile some of us pray that the change shal l
not sever the church from atrue “folkelig” conception of life
so that it becomes aflagrant henchman for the rulers of this
world. There is an inheritance in the church w'hich must not

( C o n t i n u e d o n p a g e l l O )
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Emanuel Church, Los Angeles
T h e fi r s t a t t e m p t t o b r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y o f T h e D a n i s h

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h t o D a n i s h p e o p l e i n L c s A n g e l e s w a s m a d e
by Rev. C. J . Skovgaard in 1906 when he and h is w i fe moved
h e r e f r o m H a m p t o n , I o w a . H i s c o m i n g h e r e w a s d u e , i n p a r t
a t l e a s t , t o t h e p r e s e n c e o f a f e w i n t e r e s t e d l a y m e n w h o f e l t
t h e n e e d a n d l o n g e d f o r t h e p r e s e n c e , o f a p a s t o r w h o c o u l d
m i n i s t e r t o t h e m i n t h e i r m o t h e r t o n g u e .

To d a y t h e r e a r e t w o D a n i s h L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s i n L o s
A n g e l e s . E m a n u e l , b e g u n b y S k o v g a a r d , a n d r e p r e s e n t i n g
o u r o w n s y n o d . B e t h e l r e p r e s e n t i n g o u r s i s t e r s y n o d , t h e
U n i t e d D a n i s h L u t h . C h u r c h . B o t h c o n g r e g a t i o n s h a v e r e ¬
c e n t l y b u i l t n e w c h u r c h e s a n d

p a r i s h h a l l s .
Pas to r Skovgaard rece ived no

s u p p o r t f r o m t h e S y n o d w h e n
h e m o v e d h e r e a n d a f t e r t w o
years of hard and conscien¬
t ious work , was fo rced, fo r lack
o f fi n a n c e s , t o m o v e t o a n ¬
o t h e r fi e l d . T h e l i t t l e fl o c k t h a t
h e h a d g a t h e r e d , a n d w h i c h
a s s e m b l e d f a i t h f u l l y w a s u n ¬
a b l e t o c a r r y t h e l o a d a l o n e .
B u t t h e s e e d h a d b e e n s o w n

and we read the f o l l ow ing f r om

t h e s e c r e t a r y ’ s r e c o r d :

“ A t a m e e t i n g h e l d a t 1 6 0 5
S o . M a i n S t . , O c t . 1 3 , 1 9 1 2 ,
a n d a r r a n g e d b y P a s t o r N o r -
d e n t o f t ( S o l v a n g ) a n d t h e
L a d i e s A i d ( w h i c h h a d r e m a i n ¬
e d f a i t h f u l . — S o m e w ' h e r e i n
o u r s y n o d a m o m n u m e n t
s h o u l d b e e r e c t e d h o n o r i n g t h e
d e v o t i o n o f o u r D a n i s h - A m e r i -
c a n w o m e n t o t h e i r c h u r c h )

t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n w a s r e o r g a n ¬
i z e d , a f t e r h a v i n g d w i n d l e d
away s i nce Skovgaa rd ’s depa r¬
t u r e . T h e m e e t i n g b e g a n a t
5 o ’ c l o c k a n d w a s o p e n e d b y
t h e s i n g i n g o f a h y m n . U n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f P a s t o r N o r -
den to f t , and a f te r some d iscuss ion , du r ing the course o f wh ich
s e v e r a l v o i c e d t h e i r o p i n i o n , i t w a s i m a n i m o u s l y d e c i d e d t o
e l e c t a b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s a n d t o r e t a i n t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s
n a m e — ^ “ E m a n u e l ” , a s w e l l a s t h e o r i g i n a l c o n s t i t u t i o n .
E i g h t e e n m e m b e r s j o i n e d i m m e d i a t e l y a n d e l e c t e d H a n s
C h r i s t e n s e n ( n o w S o l v a n g ) a s p r e s i d e n t , C a r l F a u r s 0 a s s e c ¬

retary and Valdemar Nielsen as treasurer. The meeting closed
a t 6 o ’ c l o c k w i t h p r a y e r a n d t h e s i n g i n g o f a h y m n .

S u c h w a s t h e b e g i n n i n g . S i n c e 1 9 1 2 t h e w o r k h a s g o n e
s t e a d i l y f o r w a r d . P a s t o r s N o r d e n t o f t a n d G r e g e r s e n f r o m
Solvang served the congregation until 1915 when Pastor Mai-

land became the first residing pastor. Mailand passed
in January 1919 after nearly four years of devoted service in
God’s vineyard here in Los Angeles. During his pastorate the
first church (46th and McKinley) was built.

Since that time the following have served here: Pastor
S. Marckmann, 1919-’23; C. J. Skovgaard 1923-’24 (Temp.);
A. C. Kildegaard, 1925-’27; N. P. Gravengaard, 1928-’35; C.
C. Rasmus.sen, l935-’39; and A. E. Farstrup from Nov. 1939.

I n 1 9 3 7 t h e p r e s e n t c h u r c h l o c a t e d a t 4 3 r d S t . a n d 3 r d
Ave., was dedicated and in 1939 aparish hall at the rear of
the church was added. This was accomplished under C. C.

R a s m u s s e n ’ s p a s t o r a t e .

F o r m a n y y e a r s t h e c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n o w n e d a n d c o n d u c t ¬
e d a y o u n g p e o p l e ’ s h o m e
( “ V e n n e l y ” ) w h i c h b e c a m e a

g a t h e r i n g p l a c e f o r m a n y D a n ¬
i s h a n d D a n i s h - A m e r i c a n

y o u n g p e o p l e w o r k i n g h e r e i n
t h e m e t r o p o l i s . T h i s w a s s o l d
w h e n t h e n e w c h u r c h a n d h a l l
w a s b u i l t . A y o u n g p e o p l e ’ s
home by the same name is s t i l l

conducted by apr iva te par ty.

a w a y
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Los Angeles presents alarge
field for the Emanuel congre¬
gat ion, which faces now, the
task o f m in i s te r i ng no t on l y
to those of Danish birth, but
to the rising generation which
i s m a d e u p o f t h e s e c o n d a n d
t h i r d g e n e r a t i o n s . T h e w o r k i s
a t p r e s e n t e v e n l y d i v i d e d b e ¬
t w e e n t h e E n g l i s h a n d D a n i s h
l a n g u a g e s , w i t h t h e D a n i s h
s e r v i c e s o m e w h a t b e t t e r a t ¬
t e n d e d t h a n t h e E n g l i s h .
Meetings are held the first and
third ’Thursday evening of the
m o n t h t o f u r t h e r t h e f e l l o w ¬
s h i p i n o u r m i d s t . A D a n i s h

and English speaking ladies organization meets once amonth
each and our Luther League every 2nd and 4th Sunday
n i n g s .

● * *

E m a n u e l C h u r c h , L o s A n g e l e s

e v e -

As pastor of the congregation Iam constantly meeting
the fact that many of the Danish-American people in southern
Cahfornia, have come here from some of our Danish com¬
munities in the central and eastern states. Very often they
were members, or were confirmed, in one of our churches,
but upon coming here they drifted away. Sometimes because
they were not aware that the church at home had asister-
church here anxious to welcome them. Other times the pastor

(Continued on page 112)
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gregation increased in membership. In 1925 they were able
to rent achurch, arrange two services amonth, one English
forenoon service and one Danish afternoon service, and to
conduct aSunday school. And in 1928 Rev. S. Marckman
instal led as resident pastor; services were now conducted
e v e r y S u n d a y.

T h e s a m e y e a r t h e s m a l l c o n g r e g a t i o n o f 4 7 m e m b e r s
(now 32 ch i ld ren in Sunday schoo l ) bought a th ree room
house to which was soon added avery adequate Chapel. This
was dedicated as the new church on Nov. 4th, 1928. Can you
imagine the joy of the pioneers of this congregation the day
this edifice was dedicated, after 21 years of dreaming, of
hoping, but also 21 years of faithful devotion? But the crash
of 1929 and its reverberations reached Pasadena too. Here
was astruggling congregation with aresident pastor to sup¬
port, a$2400 debt and now suddenly several families leaving
to find work elsewhere. But the small group continued. Tlie

(Continued on page 112)

Ansgar's Church, Pasadena, Calif.
w a s

When asum of app. $2000 is assigned each year to Home
Mission on our Synodical budget, do you sometimes wonder;
What does it mean—just where does the money go? Here
t h e n i s a s t o r y o f a H o m e M i s s i o n p r o j e c t .

Many years ago, at the beginning of this century, the
Danish people of the Los Angeles-Pasadena vicinity felt the
need of regular church services. But the transportation prob¬
lems soon p roved t oo g rea t abu rden f o r mos t o f t he Danes o f
Pasadena, so beginning in 1907 services were held now and
then in ahome in Pasadena for the three or four famil ies
interested. But these few were evidently patient, loyal and
imbued with some missionary spirit. Beginning now in Nov.,
1 9 1 5 , r e g u l a r s e r v i c e s o n c e a m o n t h w e r e c o n d u c t e d i n P a s a ¬
dena by the resident pastor of I,os Angeles. The little con-
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N I N T H D I S T R I C T
Whethe r o r no t t he re a re enough o f t he i r peop le who a re

so concerned about their church as to keep the church doors
open rema ins to be seen . We p ray the re a re .

The other congregations in the Ninth Dist., beside the
two already mentioned are, St. John’s Church at Seattle, St.
P a u l ’ s C h u r c h a t Ta c o m a , b o t h i n W a s h . T h e n t h e r e i s t h e
D a n i s h L u t h . C h u r c h a t J u n c t i o n C i t y , O r e g o n . T h e l a s t
mentioned is the only congregation in our synod in the whole

D r. O . M . N o r l i e f r o m L u t h e r C o l l e g e , D e c o r a h , I o w a , i n
a r e c e n t r e p o r t o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h e s w e s t o f t h e R o c k y
Mts., characterized this section of our nation as a“neglected
fi e l d . ” ( S e e L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s J a n . 5 t h ) .

I t w a s p e r h a p s t h e s a m e t h i n g t h a t a n o l d N e g r o h a d i n
m i n d , w h o s t o p p e d a t o u r h o u s e t o r e p l e n i s h h i s s t o c k o f
d a r n i n g t h r e a d a n d o a t m e a l , w h e n I a s k e d h i m h o w r e l i g i o n
was wi th h is people . He looked at me, then turned and po in ted
eas t t o t he moun ta ins and sa id , “God neve r go t ove r da t t ha r
h u m p .

»

F o r t h o s e o f u s t h a t l i v e h e r e w e h a r d l y b e l i e v e i t ’ s t h a t
b a d , t h o u g h w e w i l l a d m i t t h a t w e k n o w w h a t b o t h t h e d o c t o r
a n d t h e o l d N e g r o w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t . A s f a r a s I c a n d e t e r ¬
mine we a re a l l go ing to do someth ing abou t i t , and we hope
G o d w i l l , t o o . M e n a r e b e i n g s e n t i n t o t h e “ n e g l e c t e d fi e l d s .
M e a n s a r e b e i n g e x p e n d e d . F r o m o n e l i t t l e C h r i s t i a n C o l l e g e
i n E u g e n e , O r e g o n s o m e t h i r t y y o u n g m e n a r e s e n t o u t e v e r y
weekend t o m i s s i on s t a t i ons , t o ass i s t pas to r s , t o t each Sun¬
day schoo l s and t o fi l l vacanc ies . I t shou ld be agood way f o r
young theo log ians to spend weekends .

A s f o r t h e N i n t h D i s t . , w h i c h i n c l u d e s O r e g o n , Wa s h i n g ¬
t o n , a n d a t o n e t i m e Va n c o u v e r, B . C . , w e n e e d a t l e a s t t w o
p a s t o r s . O n e c o u l d b e p l a c e d a t W i l b u r , Wa s h . W i l b u r i s i n
eastern Wash, on Highway No. 10, 65 miles we.st of Spokane
and 26 m i les f rom Cou lee Dam. TTie c l ima te i s semi -a r id , and
the ma in c rop i s whea t . I n Wi lbu r i s a fa i th fu l g roup o f
Danes and agood church bu i ld ing . Ahard work ing pas to r
could possibly find afew more Danes scattered throughout
the “ In land Empire. ” Richard Goodhope and El len are at
Garfield, Wash. There are Danes at Mansfield, Spokane and
S t . A n d i ’ e w s . T h e N o r t h w e s t p r o m i s e s y o u n o t h i n g e a s y. H e r e
is achal lenge to aman with for t i tude and fai th.

A t E n u m c l a w, Wa s h . J o r g e n N i e l s e n h a s r e s i g n e d . E n u m -
c l a w i s a t o w n o f 2 , 0 8 4 ( 1 9 3 0 c e n s u s ) . I t i s o n e o f t h e p r e t ¬
tiest spots in Wash.—and scenery is free. On aclear day you
invariably turn your gaze toward the great white mountain
peak—Rainier and recall the lines of the Psalmist, “I will
l i f t up mine eyes unto the mountains from whence cometh
m y h e l p . ”

- w
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C h u r c h a t W i l b u r , W a s h .

s t a t e . A l l t h e s e c o n g r e g a t i o n s h a v e b e e n a s k e d t o s e n d a r ¬
t i c l e s t o t h i s n u m b e r o f L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s a n d w i l l t h u s
speak fo r themse lves .

Tv'enty years ago there were 225 contributing members
i n t h e N i n t h D i s t . T h e a n n u a l r e p o r t f r o m l a s t y e a r s h o w s
240. Here is no growth, but seemingly we are ho ld ing our own.
Now new people are finding their v/ay into the Northwest. We
n e e d h e l p .

Best greetings to the readers of L. T. from friends in the
N o r t h w e s t

T h e f u t u r e o f t h e E n u m c l a w c h u r c h s e e m s a t p r e s e n t a
l i t t le doubtful. Impressions from my visit there, and astudy
of names and records is—that there are enough Danes in
Enumclaw to suppor t apas to r and keep h im busy. Whi le
Flensted Jensen and his boys were here they reported Enum¬
claw as one of their best places for their exhibitions on the

H o l g r e r O . N i e l s e n , D i s t . P r e s .w e s t c o a s t .

t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e L o r d . B a l l a r d , n o w a s e c t i o n o f n o r t h w e s t
Seattle, is considered the “cradle” of St. John’s.

T h e e a r n e s t l a b o r s o f l o v e p e r f o r m e d b y s u c h P a s t o r s a s
R e v. C . J . S k o v g a a r d , a n d L a r s e n o f S t . P a u l ’ s , Ta c o m a , a n d
Rev. Mylund-Jensen and Rev. Petersen of Enumclaw and
Rev. Car l Jo rgensen o f Ba l l a rd mus t be regarded as the foun¬
d a t i o n u p o n w h i c h t h e p r e s e n t h a s b e e n b u i l t . F a i t h f u l s o u l s
long since laid to rest loyally supported and carried on, that
f u t u r e b e l i e v e r s m i g h t r e c e i v e a h e r i t a g e w o r t h w h i l e .

I s u p p o s e t h e i n s p i r a t i o n t o f o r m o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f w o m e n
t o s e r v e w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h d a t e s b a c k t o t h e e a r l y C h r i s t i a n
era and perhaps because of the spirit of service exemplified
i n “ M a r t h a o f B e t h a n y . ” A t a n y r a t e h e r e i n t h e P a c i fi c
N o r t h w e s t , e v e n p r e c e d i n g t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a C h r i s t i a n
Congregation a\vomen’s group, “Kvindeforeningen” had be¬
gun its imceasing v;ork to provide funds for the visiting Pas¬
tors and to pay the rental of whatever localities were used for
service. German and Norwegian Lutheran Churches were rent-
el until regular seiwices conducted by Rev. Carl Jorgensen
were he ld in asmal l room in Washington Hal l (owned by
T h e D a n i s h B r o t h e r h o o d ) .

Inspired by regular attendance on the part of some, a
special meeting was called to organize acongregation. With
4 0 i n a t t e n d a n c e t h i s w a s d e e m e d e n c o u r a g i n g a n d o n e S e p -

( C o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 1 0 8 )

St* John’s of Seattle, Wash*
When the Psalmist in the distant past uttered the sacred

words: “My .soul longeth for the courts of Jehovah” (Psalm
84) he gave expression to aneed that also arose in the souls
of Danish men and women in this far northwest of America.

Some of this spirit was born in the hearts of Mr. and
Mrs. Anders Nielsen and other Dani.sh pioneers when they
c o n c e i v e d t h e i d e a o f o r g a n i z i n g a D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C o n g r e ¬
gation in .Seattle. It was indeed regarded as avery venture¬
some undertaking. Always when the Kingdom of God is to be
a d v a n c e d i n t h i s m a t e r i a l l y d o m i n a t e d w o r l d , t h e fi r s t o p p o ¬
sition voiced is: “Where shall the means come from?” This
is st i l l the primary abject ion unti l the reborn soul in fai th
launches in to aprac t i ca l work wh ich u l t imate ly “g rows in
f a v o r w i t h m a n a n d G o d ” .

T h e h i s t o r y o f w e s t c o a s t D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h e s i n ¬
c ludes many ea rnes t men and women who i n l ove have l abo r¬
e d f o r t h e “ W o r d ” .

The story of St. John’s cannot be written without giving
d u e m e n t i o n t o t h e n e i g h b o r i n g c o n g r e g a t i o n s , S t . P a u l ’ s o f
Tacoma, now p repar ing to ce leb ra te 50 year.s o f congrega t iona l
l i f e a n d E n u m c l a w D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , a l m o s t a s l o n g i n



Eutf}cran®ibings! S E AT T L E C H U R C H . . .
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tember day 1914 anew Congregation was born in the Danish
Lutheran Church of Amer ica,
unerstood the objective and willingly assumed the responsibil¬
ity. Rev. Carl Jorgensen continued as Pastor until the
o f 1 9 1 6 .
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The new Congregation was faced with many difficulties
but struggled on. The Danish Lutheran Church of America
with Rev. N. P. Gravengaard as its president and leader
interested itself in the young western congregation. Here
given agood demonstration of cooperative effort, and how it
came to the support and encouragement of this new church.
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E D I T O R I A L

This issue of Lutheran Tidings is one of the “four spe¬
cial issues as planned by the editor for the year. Centering
our attenton this time on “Our Churches on the West Coast”,
we hope to help the people throughout our synod to get a
more compa-ehensive picture of this extensive field of work
in which we all share. Possibly we may be helped to share in
some measure with our co-workers in this area in their joy,
but also in the challenge of the work of our church in all its
v a r i o u s fi e l d s .

Many of the churches on the west coast have originated
and been fostered through several

St. John’s Church, Seatt le
Now anew Pastor was urged to take up the work. Rev. P. B.
Ammentorp left his well established church in Omaha to work
among Danish people in Seattle, Washington. Accompanying
him was his faithful mate lovingly called by many “Martha.”
Through the very vigorous efforts of these two attendance and
interest increased, abetter understanding of Synod resulted.
Seattle began to comprehend that the older and better es¬
tablished congregations had aheart for the younger and
gladly shared that they might survive. This lesson is valuable
fo r a l l t o l ea rn .

The one objective of the St. John’s Danish Lutheran
Congregation was the building of achurch in which they
could worship. Many had begim to sense this need. However
the shortage of homes in Seattle made it imperative that all
building material available was to be conserved for more
homes, hence no church building could receive the approval
of the authorities. Perhaps this limitation was one of the bless¬
ings, which at the time could not be understood. It
gained as asetback not to be able to construct achurch. A
solution to the intricate problem was voiced by Mr. Bonnel-
ykke (now deceased) to build in compliance to the law but
with aduplex arrangement so achapel of adequate size might
ne located in the basement of the parsonage. This solved the
problem. Never has abetter arrangement been conceived. It
stm seiwes, without alteration, many purposes, and would
be difficult to be without.

With establi.shed headquarters Rev. P. B. Ammentorp
found his ministry more pleasing and his work could now pro¬
ceed definitely along the missionary l ines he had in mind.
Many homes to this day have regarded him as their spiritual
father. He led the congregation faithfully. He was called upon
to be at the bedside of the sick and dying, the old and feeble.
His willing seiwice endeared him to many. To his own regret
he found he was limited by national or hereditary boundaries.
The newer generations should be served and taught in the
l a n g u a g e o f A m e r i c a .

The Pastorate of Rev. Ammentorp continued until 1921.
The pioneer family of Mr. and Mrs. Anders Nielsen had

nov/ completed 50 years of wedded life. This must not go un¬
heralded. With the worship chapel serving every need of this
little congregation it was found very essential now for the
festival gathering honoring these two faithful souls. Space

" y e a r s a s H o m e M i s s i o n
piojects. Without such aid the work in these small church
p-oups would not have been possible. Undoubtedly our con¬
tributions to Home Mission will be given with more satisfac¬
tion and appreciation as we become familiar with the need
and also the possibilities of our many Home Mission projects,

Asecond purpose of the “special issue” of Lutheran Ti¬
dings is to mail asupply of sample copies to all our congre¬
gations for distribution. Lutheran Tidings is still an infant
“Dannevirke” and “Kirkelig Samler” have faithfully served
members of our Danish Church through the many, many
years. And we sincerely hope same will continue to serve a
large group in many years to come. However, it is areality
that many of our younger group do not read our Danish
publications. It must be our goal to place Lutheran Tidings
in every one of these homes. Church leaders in all synods
agree that membership in achurch must also be nourished
by the fellowship shared with the larger group. This is made
possible through the information and the inspiration that
church paper regularly brings to ahome. ,

“A Church Paper in Every Home” is thus our motto. In
order to effect this as quickly as possible, we now submit
special Introductory Offer to new subscribers at the very
low price of 50 cts. for the first year. This should immediately
bring us at least 500 new subscribers. We invite the help of
all friends of our work. The representatives of L. T. in our
congregations will do their part. But we need the special help
of all our pastors and of every subscriber to place L. T. in as
many homes as possible. Many have children who live

w a s r e -

a

a

_ a w a y
from home, and possibly distant from any direct contact with
their home church. Lutheran Tidings sent to them regularly
will bring them aconstant greeting from the home church
and from the fellowship they previously have enjoyed.

“A Church Paper in Every Home” will unite us in a
richer fellow.ship and eventually will .show us how to share in
the problems of our synod, but also in the joys and the
complishments that God in His grace will grant us.

a c -

H o l g e r S t r a n d s k o v.
P. S. Due to an abundance of material from the West

Coast, “Our Church” news and the G.V.C. column must
w a i t .
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n y, l o o k o p t i o n o n 1 6 0 0 a c r e s o f l a n d
a n d s u b d i v i d e d i t i n t o s m a l l f a r m s o f
2 0 t o 4 0 a c r e s e a c h . 8 0 a c r e s w e r e s e t

a s i d e f o r c h u r c h p r o p e r t y, w h e n t h e s e
f a r m s w e r e s o l d t h i s s o - c a l l e d c h u r c h
l a n d w a s f r e e o f d e b t . T h i s l a n d w a s

t h e n s o l d a n d t h e m o n e y u s e d t o b u i l d
t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g s .

T h e D a n i s h C e m e t e r y w a s o r i g i n a l l y
c n t h e c h u r c h l a n d b u t w a s l a t e r
m o v e d t o a h i l l w e s t o f t o w n .

W h e n t h e D a n e s fi r s t s t a r t e d c o m ¬

i n g t o J u n c t i o n C i t y t h e y w e r e n o t t o o
w e l l r e c e i v e d b y t h e n a t i v e O r e g o n i a n s .
T h e y s a i d i t w a s i m p o s s i b l e t o m a k e
a l i v i n g o n s o s m a l l a f a r m . B u t t h e
Danes, mostly from the mid-west, were
t h r i f t y p e o p l e a n d w e r e n o t l o n g i n
g e t t i n g e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e c o m m u n i t y.

F r o m 1 9 0 8 t o 1 9 1 3 a l a r g e g r o u p o f
f a m i l i e s m o v e d f r o m B r u s h , C o l o , t o
J u n c t i o n C i t y . T h i s b r o u g h t t h e c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n u p t o a b o u t 6 0 f a m i l i e s . I n
t h e t w e n t i e s a n o t h e r m i g r a t i o n t o o k
p l a c e , c h i e fl y f r o m A s k o v . M i n n . ,
a l t h o u g h o t h e r f a m i l i e s j o i n e d f r o m
t i m e t o t i m e .

T h e fi r s t p a s t o r o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n
was Rev. Mylund from Salinas, Calif.

T h e o l d l o c a t i o n i n t o w n s e r v e d t h e
D a n e s f o r m a n y y e a r s . T h i s w a s t h e
c e n t e r o f t h e w h o l e D a n i s h c o m m u n i t y.
C h i l d r e n w e r e b a p t i z e d , w e n t t o S u n ¬
d a y - S c h o o l , w e r e c o n fi r m e d , j o i n e d t h e
y o u n g p e o p l e ’ s w o r k . S o m e f e l l b y t h e
w a y s i d e , o t h e r s m o v e d a w a y , b u t m a n y
j o i n e d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n . M a n y o f t h e
o l d e r m e m b e r s h a v e d i e d , b u t t h e w o r k

o f t h e L o r d g o e s o n .

D u r i n g t h e e a r l y t h i r t i e s t h e c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n h a d h a r d s l e d d i n g f o r a f e w
yea rs . The o ld ques t i on , whe the r t o use
t h e D a n i s h o r t h e A m e r i c a n l a n g u a g e
c a m e u p a g a i n . M a n y o f o u r y o u n g e r
m e m b e r s h a d m a r r i e d A m e r i c a n s p e a k ¬
i n g m e n o r w o m e n a n d w e r e j o i n i n g
o t h e r c h u r c h e s . E n g l i s h s e r v i c e s a r e
h e l d t w i c e a m o n t h n o w , a n d t h e s e
peop le a re g radua l ly re -en ter ing our
c h u r c h .

A s t h e y e a r s w e n t b y o b j e c t i o n g r e w
t o t h e o l d l o c a t i o n b e c a u s e h i g h w a y
9 9 p a s s e d b e t w e e n o u r b u i l d i n g s . I n
1 9 4 0 t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s o l d p a r t o f
t h e i r p r o p e r t y a n d b o u g h t t w o a c r e s
d i r e c t l y w e s t o f t o w n . T h e c h u r c h a n d
h a l l w e r e m o v e d d u r i n g t h e y e a r . N e w
f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e p u t u n d e r t h e b u i l d ¬
i n g s a n d a n a d d i t i o n b u i l t t o t h e h a l l .
C u r b s a n d s i d e w a l k s w e r e l a i d a n d

will not permit details. Nevertheless one
o f t h e m o s t d r a m a t i c m o m e n t s o f t h i s
f e s t i v a l c a m e w h e n a g i f t o f g o l d a m ¬
ount ing to one hundred do l la rs was
presented to the aged couple. This
kind act was again cl imaxed when in
t u r n t h e G o l d e n W e d d i n g c o u p l e a r o s e
a n d t e n d e r e d t h i s g i f t o f l o v e t o t h e
b u i l d i n g f u n d o f t h e f u t u r e c h u r c h
building. Tears, emotions, expressions
u n r e c o r d e d c a m e t o e a c h o n e p r e s e n t .
T h e e l d e r s o f t h e C h u r c h s t i l l v i s u a l ¬
i z e d i n t o t h e f u t u r e t h o u g h a l m o s t s e ¬
ven years should e lapse before th is
hope could be realized.

R e n e w e d e f f o r t s t o t h i s e n d w e r e
m a d e . T h e a b l e c o u n s e l o f M . J . L e h ¬
m a n n ( d e c e a s e d ! p r e v e n t e d h u r r i e d
a n d t h o u g h t l e s s a c t i o n . F u n d s w e r e t o
b e s e c u r e d b e f o r e t h e b u i l d i n g w a s
c o n s t r u c t e d . To d a y t h e c h u r c h c a n o p ¬
e r a t e . w i t h o u t t h e w o r r y a n d i n s e c u r i t y
o f d e b t .

D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 2 1 t h e c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n w a s w i t h o u t a r e g u l a r P a s ¬
tor. Upon the recommendation of Rev.
P. B . A m m e n t o r p a c a l l w a s e x t e n d e d
R e v. A l f r e d E . S o r e n s e n . H e b e g a n h i s
w o r k O c t o b e r, 1 9 2 1 .

T h e i n c r e a s e d u s e o f t h e E n g l i s h
l a n g u a g e w a s n o t e d i n S u n d a y S c h o o l
a n d w o r s h i p , t h o u g h D a n i s h S e r v i c e s
w e r e c o n t i n u e d u n d i s t u r b e d . I n t h e
m a t t e r o f C o n fi r m a t i o n i t w a s d e e m e d
b e s t t o i n s t r u c t u s i n g E n g l i s h . To m a n y
t h i s w a s a d e fi n i t e c a u s e f o r g r i e f a n d
s o r r o w , t h o u g h c o n d i t i o n s n a t u r a l a n d
u n i v e r s a l w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e
c h a n g e . T h e y o u t h s h o u l d h a v e a n i n ¬
h e r i t a n c e o f t h e c u l t u r a l D a n i s h n o t

ye t a t t he sac r i fi ce o f a fu l l unde r¬
s t a n d i n g o f t h e e t e r n a l w o r d o f t h e
l i v i n g G o d . A n e w p e r i o d w a s b e g i n ¬
n i n g . I t w a s h o p e d i t s h o u l d u n i t e t h e
f a m i l y i n w o r s h i p . T h e p a r e n t s a c ¬
r i fi c i n g l a n g u a g e f o r t h e s a k e o f y o u t h .
C o u l d i t h a v e b e e n o t h e r w i s e ?

I t i s a l w a y s a j o y i f t h e p r o b l e m o f
a c o n g r e g a t i o n i s o n e o f p r o v i d i n g f o r
g r o w t h i n m e m b e r s h i p . S u c h w a s t h e
c a s e i n 1 9 2 2 w h e n t h e S u n d a y S c h o o l
t a x e d t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e C h a p e l a n d
P a r s o n a g e . T h i s w a s q u i c k l y s o l v e d b y
a c q u i r i n g a l o t a d j o i n i n g t h e p r e s e n t
p r o p e r t y a n d b u i l d i n g a t e m p o r a r y
“ F o r s a m l i n g s h u s ” . C o m m u n i t y H o u s e .

I n 1 9 2 5 t h e A n n u a l m e e t i n g v o t e d
t o b u i l d a c h u r c h e d i fi c e . P l a n s h a d
b e e n m a d e a n d s o o n c o m m i t t e e s w e r e

b u s i l y e n g a g e d w i t h m a n y d u t i e s . I n
A u g u s t a l l w a s i n r e a d i n e s s f o r t h e
‘ ● g r o u n d b r e a k i n g c e r e m o n y ” w h e r e
Anders Nielsen spoke words worthy of
l e m e m b r a n c e . A s h e w a s a b o u t t o t a k e
t h e fi r s t s p a d e o f d i r t h e s a i d , “ H e r e
w i l l b e b u i l t a D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
in which Ihope al l the Danish people
wi l l gather each Sunday”. Work pro¬
ceeded day by day. One Sunday in Ja¬
nuary those in attendance at worship
remained for the raising of the crown
w r e a t h t o t h e s u m m i t o f t h e c h u r c h .
September 5th, 1926, Rev. Adam Dan
traveled f rom Chicago to assist Rev.
Haakon Jo rgensen , P res iden t o f the

Junction City, Ore*
T h e D a n i s h C h u r c h w a s e s t a b l i s h e d

i n J u n c t i o n C i t y i n 1 9 0 2 . T h e fi r s t y e a r
s e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d i n t h e o t h e r c h u r c h ¬
e s o f t h e t o w n . I n 1 9 0 3 t h e D a n i s h h a l l
w a s b u i l t a n d i n 1 9 0 8 t h e p r e s e n t
c h u r c h w a s b u i l t . I t w a s d e d i c a t e d F e b .
7 , 1 9 0 9 .

O n e u n i q u e f e a t u r e a b o u t t h e f o i m d -

J u n c t i o n C i t y C h u r c h

i n g o f t h e c o l o n y w a s t h e m e t h o d o f
fi n a n c i n g t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c h u r c h .
A . C . N i e l s e n , t h e f o u n d e r o f t h e c o l o -

Synod , i n ded i ca t i ng t he new S t . John ’s
D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f S e a t t l e ,
W a s h i n g t o n . I t w a s a d a y o f g r e a t
f e s t i v i t y . A f e w i m p r o v e m e n t s h a v e
b e e n m a d e s i n c e , p a i n t i n g a n d d e c o r a ¬
t i n g . A n e w M o l l e r p i p e o r g a n w i t h
f u l l , s e t o f c h i m e s w a s i n s t a l l e d a n d
d e d i c a t e d i n 1 9 4 0 .

T h e h i s t o r y o f S t . J o h n ’ s D a n i s h
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h m a y a p p e a r f r o m t h e
a b o v e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o h a v e b e e n m a i n ¬
l y a b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t . T h i s i s n o t t h e
c a s e . T h e r e h a s b e e n a c o n t i n u o u s e f ¬

f o r t t o b r i n g t h e m e s s a g e o f C h r i s t t o
o l d a n d y o u n g i n h o m e a n d c h u r c h
a n d a s s o c i a t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s . O u r d u t y
h a s b e e n t o m a k e k n o w n a n d w i t n e s s
o f t h e C h r i s t .

T h e c u l t u r a l w o r k h a s b e e n a b l y c a r ¬
r i e d o n b y t h e D a n i s h L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y
‘ M a a g e n ” .

I

s o m e t r e e s a n d s h r u b s p l a n t e d .
N o v e m b e r 3 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e n e w g r o u n d s

w e r e d e d i c a t e d . S p e a k e r s f o r t h e o c ¬
c a s i o n w e r e R e v. A . E . S o r e n s e n f r o m
S e a t t l e , R e v. J 0 r g e n N e i l s e n f r o m E n -
u m c l a w . W a s h . A n d o u r l o c a l p a s t o r
Rev. H. O. Nei lsen.

S o m e t i m e i n t h e f u t u r e w e w i l l s e l l
t h e b a l a n c e o f o m - p r o p e r t y a n d b u i l d
a n e w p a r s o n a g e o n t h e c h u r c h g r o i m d s
a c c o r d i n g t o p l a n .

We can tinithfully say that we as a
Chr i s t i an Lu the ran cong rega t i on a re
m a k i n g s l o w b u t a s t e a d y g r o w t h i n
J i m c t i o n C i t y .

S t . J o h n ’ s D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
o f t o d a y i s t h e o n l y D a n i s h c h u r c h i n
S e a t t l e w h i c h c a r r i e s o n a p r o g r a m o f
D a n i s h a n d E n g l i s h s e r v i c e s , a n d i s
l o c a t e d i n t h e c e n t r a l d i s t r i c t o f t h e

c i t y .
W i n t h e r B o d t k e rA l f r e d E , S o r e n s e n
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Tacoma, Washington

t i d i n g s

Wi lbur, Wash ing tofi ’ the pastors and old, faithful members,
who he lped to keep our work go ing
y e a r b y y e a r .T h e D a n i s h a n d N o r w e g i a n L u t h e r ¬

a n s o f W i l b u r , W a s h , d e c i d e d i n 1 8 9 7
t o c o m b i n e t h e i r e f f o r t s , a n d b e s e r v e d
b y t h e s a m e p a s t o r . T h e n p a s t o r ’ s
n a m e w a s L a u r i t z N i s s e n . T h e fi r s t
chairman of this combined congrega¬
t i o n w a s J u l i u s L y s e . I n 1 8 9 9 W i l l i a m
L a u r i t z e n “ w i l l e d ” t h e l o t s u p o n w h i c h
t h e p a r s o n a g e w a s b u i l t .

I n 1 9 0 3 t h e y s e p a r a t e d a n d t h e
Danes chose Rev. Mylund as their pas¬
t o r , t h o u g h M y l u n d w a s n e v e r a r e ¬
s i d e n t p a s t o r b u t m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d
more in the l ight o f av is i t ing pastor
who stayed long enough to organize
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n . T h e o t h e r m i n i s t e r s
who served us as pastors in those early
y e a r s w e r e J e n s L u n d a n d H e n r i c k
P l a m b e c k .

The Danish Young People’s Society
b o u g h t t h e “ O d i n H a l l ” i n 1 9 0 4 . F r o m
t h i s d a t e t o 1 9 1 6 t h i s h a l l w a s u s e d
f o r c h u r c h s e r v i c e s a n d a l l o t h e r
church activities. But in 1916, through
the initiative of Rev. Johannes Jensen,
we bu i l t our chu i ’ch a t Wi lbur. Rev.
J e n s e n w a s a l s o i n s t i - u m e n t a l i n h a v ¬
i n g a c h u r c h b u i l t a t S t . A n d r e w s . T h e
St Andi’ews church, however, was de¬
s t r o y e d b y fi r e s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o a n d
has never been rebuilt; there are but
afew scat tered Danish fami l ies l iv ing
t h e r e t o d a y.

Rev. Andrew Iversen accepted acall
f r o m t h e W i l b u r a n d S t . A n d r e w s c o n ¬
gregations in 1901 but stayed only one
y e a r . F o r a y e a r w e w e r e w i t h o u t a
p a s t o r . O u r n e x t p a s t o r , 1 9 0 8 - 11 w a s
C . J . S k o v g a a r d . F r o m 1 9 1 2 t o 2 1 t h e
p a s t o r s J o h a n n e s J e n s e n a n d J . P .
M a d s e n w e r e a t W i l b u r. R e v. J . J e s s e n
a c c e p t e d o u r c a l l i n 1 9 2 1 . A t t h i s t i m e
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n b o u g h t a h o u s e n e a r
the church and this served as parson¬
age. The two congregations each paid
500 dollars in support of their pastor.
Jessen left us in 1922. Since this year
W i l b u r a n d S t . A n d r e w s h a v e b e e n
Without resident pastor. We have been
served mon th ly by the pas to rs f rom
t h e N i n t h D i s t . M a n y o t h e r i t i n e r a n t
preachers and speakers have v is i ted
W i l b u r .

T h e p a s t o i ' s o f t h e N i n t h D i s t . w h o
h a v e s e r v e d u s f a i t h f u l l y a r e : A l f r e d
E . S o r e n s e n o f S e a t t l e , J o r g e n N i e l s e n
of Enumclaw, Johannes Mortensen and
John Enselmann. Rev. Isacksen,
in Denmark, and Rev. H. O. Nielsen.

T h e D a n i s h L a d i e s ’ A i d i n W i l b u r
h a s b e e n a g r e a t m o r a l a n d fi n a n c i a l
l i e l p t o t h e c h u r c h . T h e y s u p p o r t t h e
c h u r c h a n n u a l l y w i t h a t l e a s t 5 0 d o l ¬
l a r s .

Our l i t t le Danish church wi l l cele¬
bra te i t s 50 th ann i ve rsa ry Augus t 28 t o
September 1st , 1941. Om’ Dis t r ic t meet¬
ing w i l l be he ld he re a t t he same t ime .

Practically all our work is in English.
W e h a v e o n l y o n e o r t w o D a n i s h s e r ¬
v i c e s a y e a r .

O n e o f t h e m o s t e n c o u r a g i n g t h i n g s
has been om- Men ’s C lub , wh ich s ta r ted
i n A p r i l ; a n d t h e y h a v e b e e n v e r y a c ¬
t i v e i n o u r w o r k . O u r L a d i e s ’ A i d

works faithfully as always to help our
c o n g r e g a t i o n . O u r S u n d a y S c h o o l a t ¬
t e n d a n c e h a s g r o w n , u n d e r t h e l e a d e r -

J o h n E n s e l m a n n
P a s t o r .

BETHANIA, SOLVANG . . .
(Cont inued f rom f ron t page)

be sold just for the sake of “keeping
t h i n g s g o i n g . ” T h e i n h e r i t a n c e i s m o r e
t h a n y o u n g C a l i f o r n i a ’ s n a t i v e o p ¬
t i m i s m . O n l y t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t i t i s
i m b i b e d i n t h e o l d g e n e r a t i o n c a n i t
be transmuted to coming generations.
I t i s a s u b t l e t a s k t o p r o c l a i m t h e
Chr is t gospe l in the church, impos¬
s i b l e e x c e p t f o r t h e f o r c e a n d i n ¬
g e n u i t y o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t .

A a g e M 0 1 1 e r .

CHURCH IN CALIF
(Cont inued f rom f ron t page)

e lsewhere, s ince he is unable to breathe
in godless Salinas with its 42 saloons,
6 o f w h i c h w e r e D a n i s h . T h i s w a s i n
1 8 9 7 .

But these glimpses reveal only one
s i d e o f t h e p i c t u r e . I l i k e t o t h i n k a l s o
o f o l d R a s m u s J e n s e n w h o d i e d a f e w
y e a r s a g o i n S a n t a C r u z . S o d e e p l y
r o o t e d w a s h e i n D a n i s h c h u r c h l i f e
that he used to r ise wi th the s tars ,
h a r n e s s a h o r s e , a n d d r i v e t w e n t y
m i l e s t o t h e c h u r c h i n W a t s o n v i l l e .
Thei-e have been, and are, others like
h i m .

A q u a r t e r o f a c e n t u r y s l i p p e d b y
before another church was organized.
This was in Easton, followed by Par-
l i e r t w o y e a r s l a t e r . I n 1 9 1 2 c h u r c h e s
w e r e o r g a n i z e d i n L o s A n g e l e s a n d i n
Solvang. At terdag Col lege was bu i l t ,
a n d S o l v a n g w i t h N o r d e n t o f t a n d G r e -
g e r s e n a n d H o r n s y l d b e c a m e t h e c e n ¬
t e r o f o u r w o r k o n t h e c o a s t .

N o w w e h a v e c o n g i - e g a t i o n s a l s o i n
P a s a d e n a , i n S a n D i e g o , a n d i n O a k ¬
l a n d . A n d i f w e w e r e t o f o l l o w o u r
c o u n t r y m e n , a s w e o u g h t , w e s h o u l d
h a v e a l o t m o r e c h u r c h e s . I h a v e n ’ t
t h e e x a c t fi g u r e s , b u t I a m s u r e t h a t
t h e r e a r e m o r e D a n e s i n C a l i f o r n i a
t h a n i n a n y o t h e r s t a t e , p o s s i b l y w i t h
t h e e x c e p t i o n o f I l l i n o i s . O f t h e “ 9 2 %
u n c h u r c h e d L u t h e r a n s o n t h e w e s t
c o a s t ” a g o o d l y n u m b e r m u s t b e o u r
c o m p a t r i o t s .

C a l i f o r n i a i s s o m e t h i n g b y i t s e l f —
s o m u c h t h a t t h e r e a r e t h o s e w h o
s p e a k w i s t f u l l y o f s e c e d i n g f r o m t h e
U n i o n . O u r c h u r c h e s , a l s o , a r e d i f f e r ¬
e n t . P e o p l e w h o v i s i t h e r e f r o m o t h e r
parts are conscious of it without being
a b l e t o p o i n t o u t a n y t h i n g d e fi n i t e .

Certainly, we are far away from the
c e n t e r o f t h e s y n o d . W e a r e n o t s u n ¬
n i n g o u r s e l v e s i n t h e r a y s o f m i d -
w e s t e r n h o m o g e n e i t y. G r a n d V i e w C o l ¬
l e g e h a s n o p r a c t i c a l v a l u e f o r u s ;
i n d e e d , m o s t p e o p l e h a v e n e v e r e v e n
h e a r d o f i t . A n d i t i s d i f fi c u l t f o r m o s t
o f u s t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e c o n v e n t i o n s

S t . P a u l ’ s C h u r c h , Ta c o m a
s h i p o f E r n e s t O l s e n . O u r fi n e c h o n -
l e a d e r, M i s s E l l e n O l s e n , h a s s t a r t e d a
J u n i o r C h o i r , t h a t w e h e a r d a t o u r
C h r i s t m a s p r o g r a m . O u r S e n i o r C h o i r
g i v e s g r a c e a n d b e a u t y t o o u r c h u r c h
s e r v i c e s .

T h e B o a r d h a s j u s t d e c i d e d t o h a v e
t h e c h u r c h r e - d e c o r a t e d i n s i d e a n d

painted outside, so everything wil l be
i n fi n e s h a p e f o r o u r j u b i l e e . T h e
c h u r c h h a s b e e n fi l l e d w i t h m e m b e r s
and f r i ends a t seve ra l spec i a l mee t i ngs .

W e h a v e a l l f e l t t h e j o y o f C h r i s t i a n
f e l l o w s h i p a n d e v e r y b o d y h a s s h o w n a
fine spirit of co-operation. The chui-ch
bulletin brought out by our Men’s Club
h a s r e a c h e d e v e r y o n e i n t e r e s t e d i n o u r
w o r k .

O u r c o u r a g e h a s b e e n s t r e n g t h e n e d
a n d w e h a v e o n c e a g a i n f e l t t h a t w e
h a v e a h o p e a n d a f u t u r e i n t h i s g r e a t
t o w n .

I f y o u h a v e a s o n i n a n y o f t h e t h r e e
g r e a t a r m y c a m p s o u t s i d e T a c o m a ,
drop the pastor acard, and he will try
to ge t i n t ouch w i t h h im . Add ress : 1310
South L. Street, Tacoma, Wa.sh.

W e a r e a l r e a d y p l a n n i n g g r e a t
things for our Jubilee: and we are coji-
fi d e n t , t h a t b y t h e g r a c e o f G o d ,
through earnest prayer and hard work,
many w i l l mee t w i t h us and re jo i ce
ove r the work i n yea rs pas t .

And our thoughts and thanks go to

n o w

This winter the young people were
organized into aLuther League with
Mrs. V. Jurgensen as their “advisor”.
We old members wish the young folks
as long and as happy afuture as
h a v e e n j o y e d .

w e

Jens Petersen,
Wilbur, Wa,shington.
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Sal inas and Watsonvi l le r a t h e r s m a l l ; b u t t h e r e i s s t i l l a s m a l l
group, fai thful ly attending services in
D a n i s h a n d E n g l i s h . I t h a s a n a c t i v e
L a d i e s A i d ( 1 9 0 0 ) , a n d a l a r g e y o u n g
people’s group, now consisting mainly
o f mar r i ed coup les who a re no t Dan i sh ,
e i t h e r b y b h - t h o r b a c k g r o u n d . L a s t
year the church was renovated inside
a n d o u t , a n d t h e p e o p l e a r e j u s t l y
p r o u d o f t h e i r c h u r c h p r o p e r t y .

T h e c h u r c h i n S a l i n a s w a s t o t a l l y
r e b u i l t l a s t y e a r . T h e b u i l d i n g w a s
l o w e r e d a b o u t fi v e f e e t , e l i m i n a t i n g a
d a r k a n d d a m p b a s e m e n t . T h e f r o n t
w a s r e b u i l t s o t h a t t h e c h u r c h n o w

resembles partly the old Spanish mis¬
s ions, par t ly the v i l lage churches in
D e n m a r k . I n a d d i t i o n , a l a r g e s o c i a l
h a l l w a s a d d e d . T h e h a l l h a s a k i t c h e n ,

TVi astage (also used as aclass room),
.1 and modern rest rooms. All in all, it

i s o n e o f t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h e s

Iin the city.
B e s i d e s r e g u l a r c h u r c h s e r v i c e s , w e

; h a v e a S u n d a y s c h o o l , a y o u n g p e o p l e ’ s
’ g ro u p , a L a d i e s A i d ( 1 8 9 2 ) , a n d a L u -
'theran Guild of younger women (1937).

O u r c h u r c h e s h e r e — a s s o m a n y o t h ¬
e r p l a c e s — h a v e s u f f e r e d f r o m p a t h e t i ¬
c a l l y b r i e f p a s t o r a t e s . S o m e m i n i s t e r s
h a v e r e m a i n e d h e r e o n l y a y e a r o r t w o .
I t t a k e s “ a h e a p o ’ l i v i n g ” , n o t o n l y
t o m a k e a h o u s e a h o m e , b u t a l s o t o
m a k e a b u i l d i n g a n d t h e p e o p l e g a ¬
t h e r e d t h e r e , a c h u r c h .

E n o k M o r t e n s e n

and other large gatherings usually held ,
t he m idd le wes t . C l ima te and sund ry

l o c a l c o n d i t i o n s m a y a l s o h a v e p l a y e d
apart in making us di fferent. Yet we
a r e b o u n d i n s e p a r a b l y b y l a n g u a g e ,
t rad i t ions , and sp i r i t , to the Dan ish
C h u r c h .

May we be worthy of our calling!

m

A s m e n t i o n e d e l s e w h e r e , o u r c h m ’ c h -
i n W a t s o n v i l l e a n d S a l i n a s w e r e

f o u n d e d i n J u l y, 1 8 8 0 b y P a s t o r A d a m
D a n . M a d s F r e e s e , n o w l i v i n g n e a r
Solvang, was instrumental in bringing
h i m h e r e . H i s w i f e a n d M r s . A d a m D a n
had become acquainted at Testrup Hoj-
s k o l e i n D e n m a r k , a n d , u r g e d b y h i s
w i f e . M a d s F r e e s e p e r s u a d e d D a n t o
m o v e f r o m R a c i n e t o S a l i n a s .

T h e fi r s t c h u r c h i n C a l i f o r n i a , h o w ¬
e v e r , w a s b u i l t i n 1 8 9 1 i n C h u a l a r , a
f a r m c o m m u n i t y i n t h e S a l i n a s v a l l e y.
B u t i n 1 9 1 1 w h e n m o s t o f t h e l a n d

e s

E A S T O N - P A R L I E R

In the past year we have had both
c h u r c h e s r e - d e c o r a t e d e n t i r e l y a n d t h e
parsonage re-modelled and re-decora¬
ted and the grounds somewhat land¬
s c a p e d . O u r d r e a m i s t o m a k e t h e
E a s t o n c h u r c h “ D a n s k L a n d s b y k i r k e -
s t i l ” . T h e w e s t c o a s t a l r e a d y h a s t h r e e
c h u r c h e s o f D a n i s h a r c h i t e c t u r e , L o s
Ange les , Sa l i nas and So l vang . The
s ty le i s no t on ly Dan ish bu t b lends
easi ly wi th Cal i fornia archi tecture.

T h e E a s t o n - P a r l i e r c h u r c h e s a r e 1 4
m i l e s a p a r t a n d e a c h c h u r c h h a s s e r ¬
v i c e s t w i c e m o n t h l y , a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h
t h e D a n i s h a n d E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e . A s
t h e d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n t h e c h u r c h e s i s
so short in this age of motor cars it
is common practice for people to at¬
tend se r v i ces a t bo th p l aces .

There are probably very few places
i n t h i s c o u n t r y w h e r e D a n e s a r e s o i '
thickly populated, as in this vicinity, r®
W e h a v e e i g h t D a n i s h c h u r c h e s w i t h ¬
i n a r a d i u s o f a b o u t 1 5 m i l e s ; s i x o f
t h e m b e l o n g t o t h e U n i t e d D a n i s h S y ¬
n o d . T h e r e a r e a l s o i n n u m e r a b l e L o d ¬
ges in and a round Fresno to wh ich
c o u n t l e s s D a n e s b e l o n g .

Both congregations take great pride
and joy in the upkeep of their church
and wi l l ing ly sacr ifice both t ime and
m o n e y f o r a n y t h i n g t h a t w i l l m a k e
t h e b u i l d i n g s m o r e b e a u t i f u l . N o t o f t e n
has the writer seen such happiness in
people when an improvement has been
m a d e i n t h e c h u r c h . I t i s n o t t h a t t h e y
w a n t t o “ s h o w o f f ” o r m a k e a d r i v e
for larger membership but simply that
they l ove t he i r chu rch as pa r t o f t hem¬
se lves and w i . sh to see i t beau t i fied .

W i t h i n t h e l a s t y e a r w e h a v e o r ¬

ganized aYoung People’s Society. We
s t a r t e d w i t h 6 5 m e m b e r s w h i c h , n a ¬
tural ly, have “boi led down” somewhat,
b u t t h e r e a r e a b o u t 5 0 y o u n g p e o p l e
holding meetings twice monthly. They
h a v e r e c e n t l y j o i n e d t h e N a t i o n a l L e a ¬
g u e o f Yo u n g P e o p l e . T h e y a r e w o r k i n g
t o w a r d b u i l d i n g a “ f o r s a m l i n g h u s ” o f
t h e i r o w n . T l i e i r m e e t i n g s a n d a l l t h e
c h u r c h f e s t i v i t i e s a r e n o w h e l d i n r e n t ¬
e d h a l l s .

T h e S u n d a y s c h o o l s h a v e a n a t t e n d ¬
a n c e o f a b o u t 4 5 c h i l d r e n i n b o t h c o n ¬
gregations, being taught by women who
faithfully give their time to this cause,
h e l p i n g t o b u i l d a f u t u r e c o n g r e g a ¬
t i o n .

; :S :S

From Emails Congregation
Oakland, Calif.S a l i n a s , C a l i f . , C h u r c h

t h e r e w a s r e n t e d b y a l a r g e c o m p a n y ,
t h e f a r m e r s m o v e d a w a y , t h e c h u r c h
w a s s o l d , a n d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n w a s
d i s s o l v e d .

It took twenty years before achurch
w a s b u i l t i n S a l i n a s . T h i s w a s d u r i n g a m i n i s t e r . W e h a v e n o c h u r c h b u i l d -
the pastorate of G.J. Sick. The con- ing of our own. Through the years we
gregat ion had then a lso been served have had pastora l serv ice main ly by
by Pastors L. M. Gydesen, N. V. Holm, ministers of the Danish church in Sa-
and C.J. Skovgaard. Sick was followed linas, at present by Rev. Enok Morten.
i n 1 9 0 1 b y P a s t o r J . J . M y l u n d .

I n 1 9 0 3 P a s t o r J . C . P e t e r s e n , w h o
died recent ly, at tempted to int roduce
the Engl ish language with the result ,
t h a t a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h
m e m b e r s w i t h d r e w a n d b u i l t a n E n g ¬
l i sh Lu the ran church . Many o f the mon th : we meet i n an Eng l i sh Lu the r -
m e m b e r s h a v e s i n c e r e t u r n e d t o t h e a n c h u r c h ,
m o t h e r c h u r c h a n d t h e b u i l d i n g h a s
been so ld . The Missour i synod has been
trying for several years to establish a
church, but as yet this has not been
very successful.

Since 1906 Salinas and Watsonvil le
have been se rved by t he f o l l ow ing pas¬
t o r s : K . K n u d s e n , F r . M a i l a n d , R a s m u s
Jensen, S. Marckman, Ejnar B. Dixen,
Marius Krog, Carl C. Rasmussen, and
E n o k M o r t e n s e n ( s i n c e 1 9 3 6 ) .

Wa t s o n v i l l e h a s u s u a l l y b e e n a n a n ¬
n e x t o S a l i n a s , b u t f o r s o m e y e a r s
p r i o r t o 1892 the chu rch the re was
s e r v e d b y p a s t o r s f r o m t h e U n i t e d
c h u r c h . P a s t o r N . C . N i e l s e n w a s i t s
m i n i s t e r f r o m 1 9 0 1 t o a b o u t 1 9 1 0 . T h e
congregat ion there has a lways been

E m a i l s C o n g r e g a t i o n i n O a k l a n d w a s
f o u n d e d o n M a r c h 1 6 , 1 9 1 9 . A f t e r 2 2
years o f s t rugg le i t i s s t i l l i n ex i s tence .

W e a r e n o t e n o u g h m e m b e r s t o c a l l

s e n .

R e v . E v a l d K r i s t e n s e n . w h i l e h e w a s

i n S a n F r a n c i s c o , w a s o u r p a s t o r f o r
a b o u t a y e a r , a n d H a r a l d I b s e n s e r v e d
u s f o r t w o y e a r s a s a s t u d e n t p a s t o r.

W e h a v e a t p r e s e n t s e r v i c e o n c e a

W e h a v e n o o t h e r c h u r c h w o r k b u t
t h e m o n t h l y c h u r c h s e r v i c e , w h i c h i s
i n D a n i s h . I t c a n e a s i l y b e u n d e r s t o o d
t h a t w i t h o u t a S u n d a y s c h o o l o r o t h e r
r e l i g i o u s w o r k , w i t h o u t a c h u r c h b u i l d ¬
i n g a n d w i t h o u t a m i n i s t e r i n o u r
m i d . s t , i t i s h a r d l y t o b e e x p e c t e d t h a t
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s h o u l d fi n d m a n y n e w
m e m b e r s .

P a r e n t s n a t u r a l l y p r e f e r t o a t t e n d
w h e r e t h e r e a l s o i s S u n d a y s c h o o l f o r
t h e i r c h i l d r e n .

T h e p e o p l e w h o f o u n d e d E m a u s C o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n a n d t h o s e w h o t h r o u g h t h e
years have kept it alive, have done so
becau.se they feel best at home in the
D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

W e d o n o t w i s h t o . s a y t h a t w e a r e

W e h a v e a l s o a L a d i e s A i d i n e a c h
church, agreat help to any church. I t
is unt i r ing in i ts e ffor ts to he lp and
h a p p y i n h e l p i n g .

A Y o u n g W o m a n ’ s L e a g u e i s b e i n g
o r g a n i z e d a t p r e s e n t .

N i e l s N i e l s e n
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c o n t e n t w i t h t h e p r e s e n t a r - r a n g e m e n t
h e r e i n O a k l a n d ; b u t w e c a n s a y t h a t
w e a r e g l a d f o r w h a t w e h a v e , e v e n i f
i t i s o n l y a s e r v i c e a m o n t h .

L O S A N G E L E S C H U R C H ,
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 1 0 6 )

h e r e w a s n o t n o t i fi e d t h a t a m e m b e r
from another congregation had moved
to the city. Pastors and Presidents of
congregations, as well as parents, of
young peop le mov ing t o t he c i t i e s ,
should be very zealous about keeping
u s i n f o r m e d a n d i n t h e i s s u a n c e o f
letters of transfer. Los Angeles offers
much to you th—to a l l ages fo r tha t
matter—and it is very necessai-y that
“the church of our Fathers” is pointed
o u t t o a l l a s t h e y c o m e h e r e . F o r i t i s
here, and it is still “calling the young
and the old” to enter in and partake
o f t h e b r e a d o f l i f e .

A . E j n a r F a r s t r u p

A n s g a r c o n g r e g a t i o n i n P a s a d e n a i n ¬
v i t e d a l l m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f
work to adistr ic t meet ing to be held
in the church there March 28-30, in¬
c l u s i v e .

We begin Friday night at 8:00 with
aservice of worship. The president of
ou r synod . Rev. A l f red Jensen , w i l l
participate in the meeting, as well as
t h e p a s t o r s o f t h e d i s t r i c t .

P l e a s e r e g i s t e r w i t h R e v. J . K . J e n ¬
sen, 199 So. Sierra Madre Blvd., as
s o o n a s p o s s i b l e .

J e n s K r . J e n s e n
L o c a l M i n i s t e r

V . P .
T o t h i s s h o u l d b e a d d e d t h a t c h u r c h

s e r v i c e s a r e u s u a l l y f o l l o w e d b y a s u p ¬
p e r s e r v e d i n a D a n i s h h a l l . A f t e r t h e
m e a l , t h e s o c i e t y “ B a v n e n ” h o l d s i t s
m e e t i n g , a t w h i c h t h e r e i s a l e c t u r e
i n D a n i s h o r E n g l i s h .

o u r

E . M .

P A S A D E N A C H U R C H . . .
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 1 0 6 )

funds from the Home Mission helped.
I n 1 9 3 2 t h e L a d i e s A i d t h a t h a d b e e n
s o f a i t h f u l f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g
n o w t o o k o v e r t h e c h u r c h d e b t , w h i c h
by th is t ime had been reduced to $1600.

I n J u l y, 1 9 3 8 , R e v. M a r c k m a n m o v e d

E n o k M o r t e n s e n

D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER
In order to accomplish our goal of “A Church Paper in Every Home” we

are now stai tmg aspring drive for new subscriptions to Lutheran Tidings.
Prom now until May 10 we are making this unusually low offer

for new subscriptions. fo r one year

We urge evdry subscriber to help us in reaching our goal of placingchurch paper in every home.
a

Only 50 cts. for the first year, or send $1.50 for two years. Give your sub¬
scription to your Lutheran Tidings representative
r e c t l y t o

o r your pas to r, o r send i t d i -
: A J . i 9 3 t

Holger P. Jorgensen,
25 Merrill Ave., Muskegon, Michigan.A n s g a r C h u r c h , P a s a d e n a

t o B r o n x , N . Y . R e v . N . P . G r a v e n -
g a a r d , w h o h a d r e t i r e d f r o m a c t i v e
s e r v i c e a n d w a s l i v i n g i n L o s A n g e l e s ,
se rved the cong rega t i on as o f ten as h i s
s t r e n g t h w o u l d p e r m i t u n t i l o n e f e s t i v e
d a y , D e c . 3 r d , 1 9 3 9 , w h e n J e n s K r .
J e n s e n , t h e o l o g i c a l c a n d i d a t e , w a s o r ¬
d a i n e d a s r e s i d e n t P a s t o r o f P a s a d e n a .

T h e 9 t h d a y o f F e b r u a r y , 1 9 4 1 , t h e
m e n o f t h e c h u r c h g a v e a d i n n e r p a r t y
i n h o n o r o f t h e l a d i e s o f t h e A i d S o ¬
c i e t y , f o r t h e l a d i e s h a d c l e a r e d t h e
d e b t , a fi n e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .

T h u s K a r l J . M 0 l l e r , t h e p r e s i d e n t
o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n , h a s r e l a t e d h i s
s t o r y t o t h e e d i t o r. A n d h e a d d s : C h i l ¬
d r e n h a v e b e e n b a p t i z e d , y o u n g p e o ¬
ple confirmed, people marr ied, com¬
m u n i o n a d m i n i s t e r e d , t h e s i c k v i s i t e d ,
b y t h e m i n i s t e r s w h o a l l w o r k e d f a i t h ¬
fu l l y i n t h e s e r v i ce o f t h e L o rd . Th a n ks
t o t h e m a l l ! M u c h c o u l d b e t o l d o f o u r
s t r u g g l e s , o u r s o r r o w s , o u r d i s a p p o i n t ¬
m e n t s , b u t m o r e c a n b e t o l d o f o u r
j o y s !

I n d e e d a w o r t h w h i l e H o m e M i s s i o n

p r o j e c t i n t h e h i s t o r y o f o u r S y n o d .

3̂ ont Z)ell yiour XVî e Z)kii
UMLGSS YOU DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!

● f t

...then if your wife becomes awidow, she won't look back and
remember the time you "almost bought life insurance for her and
the chi ldren. / /

PROTECTION for $55.75
Annual Rates for a$5,000 W. L. Economic Life Insurance Contract:

(The following rates are for the first 5years only)
●Age 25 —$53.05
Age 30 —$55.75

Age 35 —$59.80
Age 40 —$66.40

Age 45 —$77.85
Age 50 —$99.75

Write today for complete information on this low-cost protection
policy. It is issued in amounts of $2,000 to $10,000.

L U T H E R A N B R O T H E R H O O DR e v . A l f r e d J e n s e n ’ s
I t i ne ra ry i n Ca l i f o rn ia

Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans
HERMAN L . EKERN, Proa idon tMarch 21 — A r e a t a

M a r c h 2 3
M a r c h 2 4
March 25 — W a t s o n v i l l e
March 26 — S a l i n a s
March 27 —Solvang
March 28-30—Pasadena
March 31 —Los Angeles

E n o k M o r t e n s e n
D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t

- E a s t o n - P a r l i e r
■O a k l a n d

6 0 8 S e c o n d A v e n u e S o u t h Miriif«iapoIis. Minnesota

LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD. Legal Reserve Life Insurance
Minneapo l i s , M inneso ta

Send complete information on your W. L. Economic Contract.
N A M E :

A G E :

A D D R E S S : . . . .

( ' I ’ Y : S T A T E :

J


