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Christmas
By Jens Christian Kjaer. oY

Friendly little church! Your modest steeple does
not reach the golden towers of department stores and g ¥
skyscrapers. Your sanctuary holds no artistic master-
pieces, no high altar with sainted bones, no epitaphs 2
of ancient nobles. Your organ cost no fortune. Multi- %
tudes do not seek your stillness and only a few know
your peace. In my rush for naught I often passed
you by.

Here mother embraced me in her Sunday prayers
before I was born. Here I was baptized, taught, con-
firmed and married. Your bell tolled my dead to rest.
Sunday upon Sunday you called me, but I, . . . I became
a rare guest where once I belonged.

I took glitter for gold, and humbug often deceived -
me. I sought truth among the wise but found only
crumbs while you gave bread. I aimed high, but
never reached higher than the prayers before your
humble altar.

Little family church! It is soon Christmas; then
I’'m coming home to you. I will sit where father sang 7o
and mother prayed. I will bow my head under your
low arches and let your tranquility fill my aching
heart. ‘

You comforted the sorrowing, encouraged the fear-
ful, restored sick minds, and healed the broken hearts.
You gave me a deathless vision and a sense of direction,
and I....ButI am coming home for Christmas.

There stands the evergreen with lights and stars
and snowy flakes. The altar candles glow and beckon
me and remind me of the Light that the darkness will
not see. The old familiar carols sound.

And should I hear rustling of angel wings and
listen to the jubilation of heavenly hosts, should I
, see glimpses of the glory of Bethlehem’s fields while
b the timeless glad tidings speak, then I know that
heaven still is open even to a truant like me.

b “Glory to God in the highest, and on My hushed heart must give thanks for the joy
'f- earth peace among men with whom that abides. I press my neighbor’s hand and wish
o He is pleased!” him and all in there—and those who could not come—:

' A Blessed Christmas! o
A Holy little church! I have come home in your

Christmas peace.
(A1l rights reserved)
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Banish Christmas and Amerivan Christmas

There are those who will insist that since Christmas
“is ‘the most universal Christian festival no attention

" should be paid to any claim that there are good rea-

sons for varying versions based upon different back-
‘grounds and traditions. A sufficient refutation of
such insistence is the fact that the universality of
Christianity is proven by its ability to be incorporated
into the language, culture and nationality of any
people in the world. As this has been going on for
two thousand years it is a very natural and legitimate
result that both style and character of Christmas
celebrations should vary from country to country.

It is but natural that we of Danish background
should claim for Danish Christmas certain outstand-

ing endowments lacking in American Christmas. Some"

will say it is due to bias or prejudice or just a trick
played upon us by childhood memories. At the risk
of being called the victim of all of these shameful
inferiorities I am going to attempt drawing up what
I consider some of the main characteristics of Danish
and American Christmas. Such an attempt will
naturally suffer from being an attempt to generalize
and typify. Some valuable truths, I hope, may be
pointed out nevertheless. ;

. Danish Christmas is characterized by a flood of
Christmas magazines- filled with stories, songs and
meditations, besides giving special attention to chil-
dren, games, fun, etc. Besides some nationally estab-
lished magazines practically every section and pro-
vince now publish their own. In the main these
Christmas messengers serve to diffuse the Christmas
light into every nook of the country and into every
heart. It is the breaking of the greatest message and
event ever known to man and making them serve as
spiritual food even to the humblest of men. At their
best these stories and songs and fairy tales express

.the experience of Christmas as the union of man’s

soul, God’s revelation of Himself in the Christ Child
and the physical environment of home, school, church

~and country. Truly, in this blending of human and

divine elements the mystery of God entering and
dwelling in human form becomes entirely plausible.
The secret of the particular flavor of Danish
Christmas spirit seems to me to be found in a pro-
found yet plain acceptance of the meeting and merg-
ing of the human and divine at Christmas time: man’s
need and God’s gift. It becomes a 1'fting up of man
and his circumstances. It becomes God’s heaven
being lowered to' earth as angels of divine goodness,
power and peace. The result is a state of well being,
a kindness and friendliness a peaceful forgiving, a
redeeming and restoring sort of fellowship and shar-
ing. All of this enters unconsciously into Danish
Christmas. It certainly does elsewhere also, but it
seems to have become especially prominent there.
Whether it is this experience of Christmas that
has produced the Danish Christmas hymns or vice
versa I cannot determine. I know that it will be
difficult to find a s'ngle Dane who.does not love the
Danish Christmas hymns far beyond his love of chris-
tignity. Perhaps it is because that deep within each

“of us is an urge, a~supreme demand for fellowship

of the kind that Christmas produces. When this deep

urge is prompted and stirred it becomes evident
“through living together as at Christmas time.

It is such an experience that is back of Danish
Christmas and finds expression in the coziness of
“Christmas is here with joy untold,” the tenderness
of “Be welcome again God’s angels bright,” the child-
like approach of “Splendid are the Heavens bright”
and “A Babe is born in Bethlehem,” the quiet serious
devoutness of “A Happy Christmas comes once more,”
the  sweetness  of “Glade Jul, dejlige Jul” (not yet
translated), the thirst for forgiveness and repentance
of “This®Happy Christmastide we wﬂl” and “Now
found is the fairest of Roses.”

Dan'sh Christmas through these hymns and the
variety of other means indicated above has made us
feel the peace and good will the angels proclaimed.
It has done so in the most tempting and alluring way
possible. It has succeeded to the extent that Christ-
mas. eve with its tree, candles, gifts, food and fun for

many has become the principal fest1v1ty, the climax.
Even the brief service Christmas eve in some of our
churches has assumed importance in the minds of
many beyond the more formal and pompous Christ-
mas day service. The reason for this is found in the
spirit of anticipation being so centered about the ap-
parent and immediate result of Christmas in the
external environment that the joy and content of
the real Christmas message is relegated into the
backgroynd. This sometimes causes Christmas day
to be the day after.

With all the good said about Danish Christmas.
here we are at its limitations. It is so easy to con-
fuse cause and effect. We see, feel and enjoy in an
immediate and very real way the effect of Christmas
and unconsciously are led to believe that this is the
most important. We then forget that Chrismas is
not only a social festival, but is a deep personal exper-
ience in man’s soul. Without this foundation the
glittering light of the Christmas tree becomes just so
much wasted voltage or candlepower.

Christmas has within it seeds of neighborliness
and brotherhood prominently expressed in Danish
Christmas and it is supremely useful at this time.
Yet, we who are concerned with the proclamation of
the Christmas gospel realize also that no superficial
amount of emotional appeal at Christmas time can
solve the problems or heal the wounds or give the
world a fresh start.

To me American Christmas is best characterized
by the words and music of Handel’s “Messiah.” It
brings man with all of his shortsightedness, broken-
ness, sin and yearnings face to face with the sweeping
design and event of God’s salvation. Not only is
“The Messiah” the grandest single achievement in
sacred music ever conceived or composed, but its con-
centration on the spoken word of God through pro-
phets and evangelists stamps it with an air of orig-
inality. and directness few other sacred music master-
pieces have, To hear a good choir and orchestra pre-
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sent “The Messiah” is the typical American introdue-
tion to Christmas, and it is also the best introduction.

But the same grandeur and loftiness achieved by
“The Messiah” are -approached by most of the Amer-
ican Christmas hymns.  “Joy to the World,” “Hark
the Herald Angels Sing,” “While Shepherds watched
their flocks by night,” “Silent Night,” “O, come all ye
faithful.” An exception that proves the rule is “O,
little town of Bethlehem,” which is much more com-
parable- to the Danish strain, just as Grundtvig’s
“Blossom as a Rose shall here” is comparable to the
above mentioned American hymns.

Characteristic for American Christmas hymns is
the fact that nowhere is the word: Christmas, used,
or any combination, in which it is found. The Christ-
mas carols use it to be sure, but these very definitely
remain below while the Christmas hymns soar above.
Many of our Danish Christmas hymns use the word:
Christmas, and combinations including it.

I will be misunderstood when I say that American
Christmas hymns seem to remain more true to the
Christmas gospel than do the Danish Christmas hymns.
Perhaps I should mention that Grundtvig’s “Christ-
mas with Gladness sounds” combine almost to the
point of musical as well as poetic and spiritual per-
fection the Christmas message. But outside of this
hymn I believe that the real gospel truth of Christmas
finds purer and clearer expression in the American
Christmas hymns. They remain for this reason also
floating far above the ordinary haunts of men, stay
apart or fall apart from the doings, joys and sorrows
of men in every day affairs. .

Danish Christmas hymns did not grow out of Dan-
ish church life only. Many of these came through
translations by Grundtvig and others from Latin and
German. And I believe I am justified in saying that
we owe a great debt to Martin Luther in this respect.
His Christmas hymn of which the following verse is
the first one, is endowed with the fresh, sparkling
directness the love of home, children and human
relationship, that we find to the fullest developed by
Ingeman and Grundivig in their hymns. And this
again furthered the complete surrender of Danish
home life and social customs to the Christmas spirit.

Good news from heaven to earth I bear
And now with you will gladly share,
My story is a joyful lay,

So hear what I shal] have to say.

It would be well if we include this the first harbinger
of our rich evangelical Christmas hymn treasury in
our Christmas worship service. Although I am not
too familiar with American Christmas historically
speaking, it seems to me that it has—at least until of
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late—suffered greatly from the austerity of the re-
formed or calvinistic worshn service. The tradition
of Calvin and Knox was not very friendly to any kind
of art and adornment in the churches. As a matter
of fact a complete purge of such was made. This
tended to make the Christmas story a celestial occur-
rence to which man was made an awed and worship-
ful even if passive attendant. There seems to be
lacking the proper bridging and merging of the human
and divine. Certainly, there is no lack of Christmas
observation in the American Christmas. What seems
absent or only faintly involved is the unseen presence
of the angels, the feel and touch of Christmas, the
breathing of the hallowed atmosphere the proper
integration of the beauty of Christmas with the deeper
currents of human emotions and moods. How much
the present fascination of dramatization of everything
including the sacred story will be able to influence
the American Christmas remains to be seen.

It is natural to include Dicken’s Christmas Carol
and the large part it plays in American Christmas.
It will remain the classic example of a Christmas
story, for it embodies the spirit of Christmas. Its
wide use every Christmas season shows clearly how
superior it is in its field. American Christmas has
not resulted in any literary floodtide of stories and
song. There is no Armerican Christmas lore compar-
able to the Danish one. “The Little Match Girl”
by H. C. Andersen is the Danish counterpart of the
Christmas Carol.

It can safely be concluded from the above that
there is good reason for fusing Danish and American
Christmas. Back of each tradition, however, are
hundreds of years of thought ways and social pat-
terns. Perhaps the folk psychology is too different
to allow for any real combination. Perhaps the Luth-_
eran inner faith life cannot be reconciled with the
Calvinistic proving-through-service and observation-
of-rules being among God’s elect. Meanwhile we
should be willing to learn and adopt what we feel will
enrich Christmas for us in our corner of God’s king-
dom.

&

A Happy Christmas to every home in the Danish

Church.

Alfred Jensen.
December 15, 1946.
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I Have Seen Their Faces

Love that is hoarded, moulds at last
Until we know some day '
The only thing we ever have

Is what we g.ve away.

It was on one of those dreadfully hot days during the
summer of 1934. It almost seemed that the sun stood
still in burning defiance to scorch the last bit of green
vegetation.

I was driving through one of the dust-bowl states
and was trying to follow a poorly marked detour. At
length I lost that, and I did not know where to find the
main road. I stopped in a hollow and parked the car
under a scraggy tree whose gnarled lL.mbs reached
toward the merciless skies.

There was a lonely farm house on a hill and I
set out for this to inquire about the road. As I walked
across the field the- dying vegetation creaked under
my feet, and the hot air from the scorched earth
burned my face.

The farm buildings, like so many in the drouth
area, were weather beaten. The faded paint was be-
coming a neutral gray. The whole landscape was a
scene of dreary desolation. I was deeply depressed.

As I came toward the house, I noticed that there
was a fence around it. Behind the fence and in the
shade of the house there were flowers. Yes, flowers
in a desert. I knocked at the door and a woman
opened it. She was a small woman with a care-worn
face. I noticed that her hands were rough from hard
work. I asked her about the road and she gave me
the necessary information.

Before turning to go, I said something about the
flowers. Immediately a light shone in her face. She
stepped outside and talked with joy about her petunias,
four-o’clocks, zinnias and others. They were not the
finest flowers in the world, but there on this bleak

_ hilltop they were fresh and beautiful beyond descrip-
tion. I asked her how she managed to keep them
alive. She said that she watered them. I had noticed
a well and windmill in the hollow and I inquired
where she got the water. She said that she carried
the water from the tank in the hollow.

This little woman carrying water up the hill for
two full city blocks to keep those flowers alive! I
did not ask her why she did it. One might as well
ask a robin why it sings.

As I walked back toward the car, I thought of
that woman and the light in her face. Neither work
nor drouth nor dust could completely extinguish it.

I was a mere boy when I saw him for the first time,
He sat in a wheel chair. From time to time for more
than forty years I saw him sitting in that wheel chair.

While yet a young man a cruel disease had laid
him low. He had suffered excruciating pain while the
illness raged, and when it had run its course his
joints in legs, arms and fingers were set as in concrete.
Of course, he could not walk. He could not use his
armeg or his fingers to any extent.

Louis Ginsberg.

By sheer will power he had learned to write,
using a bod.ly swing; and his penmanship was very
fine he learned to draw pen-p ctures and this activity
gave him much joy for many years. He became a
skillful chess player and he chuckled with keen delight
when he had his opponent cornered.

It -has been said that while he was young he had
been stubborn almost to a fault. Once when I talked
to him he repeated the old adage which says that the
man who rules his own spirit is greater than he who
conquers a city. And what greatness of spirit it
would require' to be cheerful—chained to a chair for
life. :

But it is his face that I especially remember. There
was a sweetness that it would take a great artist to
portray. Surely that sweetness came to him because
there was an inner harmony; came to him because
he was at peace with his God, himself and his neighbor.

His neighbors strong in body liked to come and
visit with him. What they talked about I do not
know. But I often thought I could see that they held
their heads a little higher and that their footsteps
were a little lighter as they walked away from the
home of the man in the chair.

I have seen many unforgettable faces.

There was the face of my immigrant mother who
when she had tucked me to bed sang one of the sweet
Danish songs. Long after, that face helped me to
understand the meaning of these words, “Blessed are
the pure in heart for they shall see God.”

There was the face of the May morning when as
a boy I walked through the dew-drenched grass bare-
footed to bring home the cows. Never since has a
May morn seemed so fair.

There was the face of a dissolute soldier who knew
his fatal weakness, but who would share his last few
pennies with a needy person and his bread with a
hungry dog.

There was the face of a negro student who entered
a university classroom, and finding the room crowded
sat down next to a white girl whose face showed all
the emptiness of a shallow soul. The girl got up and -
left him and I saw in his fine face indignation at first,
and then deep sorrow.

There was the face of Marian Anderson singing
Schubert’s Ave Maria. I thought I saw in her face
forgiveness for all the wrongs that her tender spirit
had suffered because her face is black.

There were the faces of many farmers during those
terrible years of drouth and depression, who were too
proud to accept relief and lost their property, but
not their souls.

Alfred C. Nielsen.
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Life and Christmas In A Prisoner Of War Camp

By Einer. Romer, Winnipeg, Man., Can.

The Christmas season a year ago found me stationed
at a Prisoner of War Enclosure.in France ninety miles
east of Par's. This camp had about 35,000 German
prisoners of war held by the United States. I had
charge of the religious work among these men.

Let no one suppose that life in a prisoner of war
camp in Europe can be compared to a pleasure resort.
Life at such a place is of necessity pretty dull, drab
and severe. However, the men got enough to eat,
2,300 calories a day. This is the food allowance scien-
tifically determined to be sufficient for preserving a
man from malnutrition. Most civilians in the war
stricken countr es of Europe are getting much less
food than that, often only half as much. Adult civil-
jans in America consume about 3,000 calories a day.
A small daily fuel allowance was made for each tent
occupied by men, enough to keep a fire from six
to nine in the evening. The winter was not severe;
but dur'ng a cold snap it happened that the prisoners
had to stay up during the night, keep dressed with
all their clothes and exercise out of doors to keep
warm. Inspectors from Geneva reported that food
and living conditions in our camp were satisfactory
and, on the whole, as good as they could be in a
prison camp.

Ma 1 facilities were very meager. Most of the men
had not heard from their wives or families for a year
or more. - Their homes in many cases were in the
cities or areas that had been badly bombed out. We
had a hospital for the sick sufficiently heated -and
with medical doctors in charge. We had our share
of mud, of which there is always plenty in such a
place. Seven thousand of the prisoners were Hun-
garians, and some were from the Baltic provinces.
The latter had been impressed into the Nazi army
as labor battalions. One had a daily impression of
the terribly broken up, ruined and complicated con-
ditions of Europe. One man told me, “I have nothing
further to live for. I am a Christian and look forward
to the day when the Lord will take me out of this
suffer ng world and home to Himself.”

The prisoners were given about as humane a
treatment as conditions permitted. The religious and
recreational work did much to soften the severity of
their life and kecp the personality of the men from
disintegrating during their stay which varied in length
from months to more than a year. Recreation was
both physical and mental. The latter was known as
“mental relief.” The American chaplain’s office, of
which I had charge, was responsible for the religious
work, and in some measure also for recreational work.
The latter was carried out almost entirely under the
leadersh'p of a qualified prisoner of war who was
designated as the culture leader of his section. The
religious work had a set-up that covered the entire
camp. It was carried out by more than a dozen pris-
oners of war who were clergymen by civilian profes-
sion., These men had been inducted into the Nazi
army as soldiers. After they had been approved by
our Intelligence Department we made them Prisoner

of War Chaplains to serve among their own men,

Of these. chaplains, twelve were German, nine
Protestant, most of them Lutheran, and three Cath-
olic; four were Hungarian, representing both faiths.
Some of them spoke Engl sh well, others a little and
sorme not at all. I had daily contact with these chap-
lains and came to know them quite well. I had two
or three discussion meetings a week with them. It
was my task to support them in their work and see
that they were given as favorable conditions for
render:ng religious service to their men as the situ-
ation permitted. The pattern for our set-up was the
religious work of the United States army. Though
my office was responsible for that branch of work,
they were permitted to do their work as ministers and
counsellors of their men in their own way without
close supervision. We furnished them with all their
supplies, literature through voluntary agencies and
other supplies through our army. Although I knew
some German, still I found an interpreter useful.
One who was my interpreter for a time had been a
major in the German army and before the war he
was a professor at the University of Rostock. Their
chaplains were very appreciative of the opportunity
given them of working as min'sters among their men,
and our relations were brotherly. '

Our tent city, only a year old, was divided into
twelve sections, or “cages” which had from 2,000 -to
3,000 men each and operated as separate units in the
daily run of things, each w_th its own kitchen, chapel,
recreation fac lities and leadership of prisoner of
war personnel supervised by American personnel.
In each cage were usually two chaplains who occupied
the chaplain’s tent. This tent was used as his quar-
ters, office, study and the place where men could
call on him for consultation. The chapel was a
“100-man tent” which had a full weekly schedule of
Protestant and Catholic worship services, each at
their own hours. Approximately two-thirds of the
men classified as Protestant and one-third as Catholic.
Attendance at rel gious worship was voluntary. About
ten per cent of the men attended. The difference
in the religious temper of their men and ours was
not as great as one might have expected except in one-
respect. Among their men the temper of the non-
church-goer was commonly anti-Christian, or hatred;
while among ours the men who were unresponsive
to the religious work were in the main just indifferent.

Connected with my office were two additional
rooms for our work, a reading room and a library.
My predecessor in office had secured about 400 vol-
umes of theolog'cal and religious books for this li-
brary. How did he get them, He made a trip in
his jeep over to the University of Tuebingen and
asked them for books for his work. They gave him
a jeepful of good books. These included Martensen’s
Ethics books by O. Funce, Spurgeon, Kurtz, Luther
and other standard authors. He made another trip
to some Catholic institutions where they gave Cath-
olic books. The Oecumenical Council of Churches
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of Geneva had furnished new books by Ersail Brunner,
Karl Barth and other present-day writers, most of
whom were Swiss. For some months we even had
two divinity schools, one Protestant and one Catholic,
with about thirty students, men who before the war
were theolog cal students. They were taken off from
other work so that they could study theology while
in the camp and thus be preparing themselves to help
rebuild the religious life of post-war Germany. In-
structors were three of our prisoner of war chaplains
who were doctors of divinity. These students were
given an early release from the camp to go to divinity
schools that were opening up again on the outside.

Literature and recreational material was received
mainly from four sources: The International Y. M. C.
A. at Paris the Oecumenical Council of Churches at
Geneva. (These supplies were paid for mostly by
voluntary contributions from America.) The Chap-

lains’ Branch of the U. S. Army furnished some sup-

plies and the Red Cross some. For each cage were
furnished 50 small hymnals, some Bibles and New
Testaments, some sermons written for today by Barth,
Brunner and others, 200 general library books, cen-
sored in Geneva, some musical instruments for circu-
lation from cage to cage some footballs, punching
bags, boxing gloves, ping-pong equipment, and ma-
terials for art work in water and oil colors.

Two or three assembly halls or theaters, each with
a seating capacity of 500 men or so, were for recre-
ational programs and lectures. Weekly schedules of
programs, musical, dramatic and educational, were
held in these under the leadership of prisoners of war
who were educators or professional entertainers.
There was a mimeographed newspaper sheet in the
camp. There were some outdoor football games and
indoor boxing matches. This would suggest that the
men were not being underfed. Walking through the
camp at night before nine or ten o’clock, passing the
rows of tents, one would sometimes hear a group of
men cheering their spirits by singing, first in this
tent and then in that one. And how they could sing!
I have heard prisoners of war sing like a male chorus
of an American college. From a humanitarian aspect
the provisions made for physical recreation and “men-

Where Do

A very common question among the members of
our church at this time is the pertinent one: What is
really the nature of our particular church? The ques-
tion is pertinent, because we are in a situation of
transition. We have passed through an adjustment
in regard to the language and we are standing on the
threshold of closer relationship and fellowship with
_other churches.

Many of the older generation answered the ques-
tion simply by stating that we are (or were) a Danish
church. By this they meant to emphasize the lan-
guage and that which was peculiarly conveyed by the
language. Unfortunately, many of them could see
no future for our church aside from the language.
This meant again that they either fought the use of
the American language or that they joined other
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tal relief,” though not very ample, were well worth-
while activities. y

For Christmas the chaplains gave me a beautiful
crucifix carved from a p.ece of wood. This work of
art was done by a prisoner of war in the camp, who
by civilian profession was a professor of art in the
University of Prague. It was touching to see what
some of their artists did w.th few materials to beau-
tify their chapel tents and other parts of their premises.

Both the Protestant and Catholic chaplains and
some of their culture leaders, “Kulturleitere,” com-
bined their efforts in gett.ng up a sacred Christmas
song service program. It consisted of hymns, the
Yuletide hymns you and I sing and love, sung by a
male chorus of 101 voices music and hymn numbers
by quartettes, reading of the Christmas Gospel, and a
sermonette given upon their request. After I had
given my sermonette in English, a German trans-
lation of it was read by the chaplain in charge. The
program took an hour. It stirred one’s feelings to see
what they accomplished under such adverse circum-
stances. This program was repeated eight times
through the holiday season before an audience of about
500 men each time.

The religious work of the camp was eminently
worth while and the provision the American govern-
ment made for it surely was an excellent way of
building for future international good-will. We felt,
as we worked together a sense of Christian kinship
and that Christianity does not stop at national bound-
aries but is international in its scope.

Now these men have gone to their homes. The
camp was' dissolved in June. Last Christmas I said
to the chaplains, “In six months or a year when you
have returned to your homes and I to mine, I would
be interested in hearing how you are getting along.-
If you write me I'll answer your letter.” Some of them
have written. One writes, “When I reached home I
found living conditions much ‘more difficult there
than in the prison camp. Food is very scarce, but
I'm glad I can do the work of a minister of the word
of God.” Another writes, “I am the only pastor in
three towns with a population of 17,000. People are
so hardened and embittered that it is very difficult
to know what to say to them.”

We Stand

churches. “Why should we exert ourselves to hear
the American language spoken in a Danish church?
Then we can just as well go to other churches.”

For many of the younger generation (or rather,
the present generation) the answer is being given in
terms of doctrine. This may mean specific Grundt-
vigian doctrines, although there never has been, thank
goodness an official formulation of such doctrine into
a creed. I hope there never will be, for although it
has often horrified me to witness insufficient or super-
ficial interpretations of Grundtvig, it would be far
worse to repeat the Lutheran curse of hairsplitting
official statements of doctrine. If a faith does not
have enough life to carry it along, a document will
never. sustain it,.

7
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The doctrine that is most often referred to in
regard to our church is, however, the Lutheran doc-
trine. We are a Lutheran church, and therefore we
must emphasize our Lutheran doctrine. Especially,
if we are to join more closely with others, we must
comply w.th the doctrine we have in common. There
is some merit to this answer; at least, there is some
merit to the motive behind it. Unfortunately, most
of us do not have a sufficiently clear understanding
of what Lutheran doctrine means. It is too often
ignored that what is accepted as Lutheran doctrine
by most Lutheran churches in America today is a
highly detailed and very specific statement formulated
in terms of the ideas and the philosophy of the six-
teenth century and in many ways as irrelevant to
our modern lfe as the sixteenth century concept of
society is to our modern social problems. Included
in those ant.quated ideas is a medieval theory of the
Bible which almost destroys the wonderful Lutheran
claim of being an “evangelical” church. The B.ble
is not permitted to speak for itself. It is bound and
chained by obsolete and fnedieval theory.

This Lutheran doctr.nal emphasis is not something
of our choosing. It is forced upon us by many of
those whom we would like to join more closely., It is
not we who are insisting upon doctrine as a ‘require-
ment for closer fellowship. It is the larger body of
Lutheran churches. If we do not conform to them,
we cannot jon. They will not accept us in freedom
and confidence. They must bind us by doctrinal state-
ments and all the firmer because we are suspect.
But they forget that what they want to bind us to is
in many ways foreign to us, historically and psycho-
logically. Like the other Scandinavian churches in
Amer.ca, we are being asked to give up our Nordic
Christianity and conform to German intellectualism.
Many wonderful things have come to Scandinavia
from Germany, Christianity itself, Lutheranism, sound
piety, romanticism, etc. But the Danes have always
had to struggle against the unnatural and engulfing
influence of ponderous German philosophy and dis-
cipline. And although it is stated whimsically in a
children’s song it is nevertheless true that “it never
was good for the Danes to dance too much to the
music of German bands.” Especially when there is
such marvelous expressions of Christianity in the
Scandinavian countries.

Now, if we on one hand reject the idea of defining
our church mainly through language and nationality
and if we on the other hand refuse to be tied down
by formal doctrinal statements, how then can we
express the nature and character of our church? For
we do bel eve that our church has character, a char-
acter which we must not give up.

Struggling constantly with this problem, I was
thr.lled recently to read an editorial in “The Christian
Century.” It was an account of a series of lectures
given at the University of Chicago by the Anglican
Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, D. C., on the sub-
ject “The Struggle of the Churches to be the Church.”
I shall not attempt to give an impression of the highly
laudatory editor.al, but I would like to quote some
sentences from the review of the lectures, for I be-
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iieve ihat they help us clarify the nature of our 6wr‘1t
church.

According to the review, all denominations can be
divided into three main groups. “The three broad
categories to one of wh.ch every denomination belbngs
were indicated as (1) the catholic or churchly type,
(2) the classical Protestant type and (3) the fellowship
type. The catholic or churchly type is represented
by the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches
and the high church or “catholic” wing of the Ang-
lican Church. The class.cal Protestant type is.rep-
resented by the Lutherans, the Presbyterians and the
major body of the Anglican church. The fellowship.
type is represented by the Quakers, the Brethren, the
Baptists the Disciples, the Congregationalists, the
Methodists and most of the denominations which split
off for various reasons from one or another branch
of classical Protestantism.”—“In the catholic type, the
church as church, occupies the center of consciousness,
and receives the supreme emphasis. In the classical"
Protestant type, the Bible as the word of God, or as -
containing the Word of God, is given a position above
the church; the church always stands under the judg-
ment of the divine word; it is, therefore, always subject
to reformation; it is a reformable church. In the fel-
lowship type, the church is conceived with much less
respect for historical backgrounds than in either the
catholic or the classical Protestant type, but it finds
its life in a shared communal experience, or in,per-
sonal commitment to specific doctrines, biblical or
other, or in specific practical purposes. For such
bodies, the fellowship is the church.”—“The essential
thing for the absentee reader to get from our meager
outline is the b:shop’s eloquent insistence that every
one of these conceptions must be integrated into the
structure and life of the united church.” _

While I may possibly be drawing unwarranted con-
clusion from a brief review, what thrilled me was
the recognition that we here have not only a good
delineation of the churches, we have also a good
method of describing the character of our own church.
For is it not true that our difficulty in conforming
to what above is called the “classical Protestant type”
lies in the fact that we do not belong in that single
category? It seems to me that the character of our
church, as we have derived it from the life and
teachings of N. F. S. Grundtvig is described by all
three categories. In other words, Grundtvig’s great- -
ness can be said to lie in the fact that he, a century
ahead of the ecumenical movement, embod ed all three
of the "great characteristics which a unified church
must have. 5

Grundtvig’s view of the church was catholic (not.
Roman Catholic) for he placed the church in the cen-
ter of our Christianity. It is through the historical
church that we have our faith; it is by the authority
of the church that we believe; ahd it is in the living
church that we have communion with the living
Christ, the living Word of God. Grundtvig placed
great emphasis on the Apostles Creed as the confession
of faith of the church, but the emphasis lies primarily
in the fact that the creed was the early expression
of the Christian faith and not on the fact that it
was a doctrinal statement. Most critics of Grundtvig
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misunderstand him on this score and they reject him
on the basis of their own misunderstanding. And
when Grundtvig places such great emphasis on the
sacraments, it grows out of his emphasis on the church.
In the sacraments we have the living relationship
with God not primarily because of the ritual but
because of the importance of the living church. The
Bible itself is also primarily valuable, because it is
the great document of the church. -

Despite the fact that it has been unjustly said
by his critics that Grundtvig’s view of the Bible was
negative, this is not true. Grundtvig stands well with-
in the Lutheran view of the Bible, and thus belongs
to the stream that came from classical Protestantism
as over against the Roman Catholic hierarchy. He
fought long and sharply against the misuse and mis-
understanding of the Bible which dominated much
of orthodox Lutheranism, but he was a great user of
the Bible and he was truly evangelical in this use.
There is probably no other hymn writer who has
given life to the Bible in hymns to a degree which
Grundtvig has. His sermons also bear witness to his
great faithfulness in the Bible and the movement
which sprang from him was truly evangelical in this
sense also that it was an awakening or a revival which
gave new life to the good tidings of great joy. None
of his followers would deny that the Bible has the
Word of God and that it is the divine word under
whose judgment we stand.

Finally, it is certainly true that Grundtvig stressed
the fellowship of faith. Christianity is for him “a
shared communal experience” to a degree which few
have matched. The joy of his Christianity was found
not only in personal commitment but especially in the
great and joyful fellowship of the faith. It has been
an experience of many young people of our church
that they often feel more at home in the fellowship
type of churches than in the Lutheran groups, and
the explanation is simply this that they find a com-
mon basis in the shared fellowship. And as far as
the “practical purposes” go, there probably has been
no modern church leader who has given greater
stimulus to a “practical” or human life than Grundt-
vig has. The folk movement of Denmark bears wit-
ness to this.

It is not my purpose with these words to eulogize
Grundtvig. Rather it is my purpose to express my
joy at finding that the character of the church which
has been given to us as a heritage, rather than placing
us as outcasts in relation to the other churches places
us in the very center of things—provided we are
faithful, and provided that we retain all the main
features of the heritage and do not go off half-cocked
into an exclusive emphasis on one of them. We have
nothing to be ahsamed of and while we should not be
proud, we do nevertheless have a right to be happy
that the tide is turning toward understanding of and
emphasis upon that which we have come to cherish.
It would be a pity if we at this time, when we stand

upon the threshold of a new great venture in Christi- °

anity, the movement toward church unity, should
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truncate ourselves upon the Procrustean bed of six-
teenth century Lutheran orthodoxy.

Johannes Knudsen.
Grand View College
December 2, 1946.

- Christmas Greetings From
Dalum Parsonage

Christmas is first and foremost the revelation of
God’s eternal love. That truth we must never forget.
That is the beginning but also the fulfillment. Further
back, higher up we cannot come. “For with Thee,
o God, is the fountain of life.”

This truth has been emphasized by the Apostle

John as strongly as it can be done: “For God so loved

the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” and
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us that we should be called the Sons of God”
and the other apostles and evangelists have stressed
the same fact.

Therefore Christmas is the Well of Joy. We notice

-that both in the promises from the Old Testament

as well as in the fulfillment of these promises. “For
unto us.a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name
shall be called wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” and
“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation,” and “In that day there shall be
a fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”
Especially do we find the keynote of joy in the angel’s
message to the Virgin Mary—“He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest and the Lord
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father
David: And He shall reign over the house of Jacob
forever: and of His kingdom there shall be no end.”
And to the shepherds on the fields of Bethlehem “And
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning this child, and
all they that heard it wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds.” !

As in the Bible so also in our hymnbook. We may
begin with: “Joy to the world” and end with “Joy fills
our immortal hearts today!” The royal Child is born.

Therefore, in spite ‘of all the sadness of life, we -
greet each other with Merry Christmas. We have a
right to do that.

P. Rasmussen.
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Our Women's Work

Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;—
Let every heart—prepare Him room,—
And heav’n and nature sing.
—Isaac Watts.

v Greetings

To you women of the synod who have joined hands
in carrying on the work of the Danish Women’s Mis-
sion and to the many others who I hope will join us
in our big project for the coming year, I would like
to say, that serving on the W.M.S. board is a very
happy experience. It is a trust but also a pleasure to
help in choosing the causes for which our funds should
be used.

The generosity which prompts the voluntary money
gifts to come pouring into our treasury from all parts
of the country is a joy to behold.

So at this blessed Christmastide I am happy to
have this opportunity to wish you all A Joyous Christ-
mas and A Happy New Year!

Marie F. Engelbreth.

Come, bless Thou our Christmas,
Thou theme of the song

That angels were singing;

Bless aged and young!

As candles are burning,

For gladness and peace!

With Thee shall forever and ever
Unhappiness cease! ;
—Vilh. Gregersen.

This morning on the radio, I listened to the story
of a young man who after a long fight in a hospital
to save his eyesight, was told by his doctor that the
fight was lost—he would never see again. That eve-
ning the boy took pencil and paper and wrote a letter
somewhat as follows:

Dear Santa:

For the first time in many years I am writing to
you asking for a Christmas present. Tonight I am
not asking for the toys or the other things that once
I desired so much. There is only one thing that I
want this year. If it is possible, when Christmas
comes around and the beautiful green tree will be
shining in all its glory, then, Santa, would you bring
for me—a pair of bright blue eyes? .

However, I shall not be too disappointed if my
request is not granted. I shall know then, that I have
asked for the impossible. Then I shall strive to be
thankful for my good strong body and sound mind—
and for the years in which God let me use the eyes
that He originally gave to me.

Jack.

This letter of Jack’s has lingered with me all day
as I have been busy preparing for the coming holidays.
It is so easy to take for granted those things which
are our greatest blessing.

These blessings do not always take physical form.

We have also been given' the blessings of having re-
sponsibilities and duties placed upon us. At Christ-
mas time the opportunities to give, in all senses of
the word, surround us as at no other time of the year.
And is it not one of the joys of the season that under
the influence of the Holiday spirit we heed that urge
and become more generous and kind and understand-
ing than usual.

‘In these times, when we have so much, and most
of the people on earth have so little, my Christmas
wish for us all is that the influence of the Spirit of
Christmas may be felt among us all through the year.

F.S.P.

All glory be to God on high,
And on the earth be peace!
Good-will henceforth, from heaven to men
Begin and never cease.
Nahum Tate.

From “Christmas Preparations” in Olfert Ricard’s
book, “Blessed Christmas,” these helps are given to a
busy housewife towards experiencing a good Christ-
mas:

1. Begin your holiday preparations so early that
rush and weariness will be absent when the Holy
Evening arrives.

2. Do not overdo the gift giving. Make gifts as
personal as possible and give what the recipient needs
and will be glad for.

3. Use the beautiful Christmas hymns in your home
again and again throughout the holidays:

4. If there have been misunderstandings between
you and any of your family or friends, be sure to
iron out the differences before the holidays. The
peace of Christmas must not be disturbed..

5. Remember the poor and the needy.

6. The Christmas Gospel can be found in Luke 2.

7. There must be time to go to church on Christmas.

8. Include in your thoughts and prayers those who
are far away from home, those on the high seas, the
sick, those who have gone astray and the homeless—
and also those who are preaching to the world the
Christmas message.

9. Do not say “Merry Christmas” without meaning
it; but bring a joyous Christmas to as many as possible.

A JOYOUS AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL !

MRS. AGNETA JENSEN, Treas.,
1604 Washington St..
Cedar Falls, Yowa

MRS. FYLLA PETERSEN, Editor,
2351 Chilcombe Ave..
St. Paul 8, Minn. °

.~ W. M. 5. OFFICERS:

MRS, IDA EGEDE, President.
Hampton, - Towa.

MISS YRSA HANSEN, Secretary,
Aurora, Nebraska.




Page 10
Kirstine Andersen — 1876-1946

Part of me is Martha, -
Troubled with many things
But part of me is' Mary
With lovely shining wings.

Today it was Martha
Picked warm grapes from a wall
But Mary softly spread her wings
And wasn’t there at all.
Edith Horton.

You, the mothers of yesteryear, are leaving us
one by one. November 30, 1946, yet another good and
courageous Pioneer Mother left us, namely Kirstine
Andersen formerly of Kimballton, Iowa.

I quote the above poem, for I feel certain, that when
a Pioneer Mother has lived her seventy years, there
have been many times when “Martha troubled with
many things,” has had to take over. But if she, as
Mother Andersen through the hardships, has been able
to salvage a “Mary with lovely shining wings,” in her
heart, she has truly lived, and has given of herself
to life eternal. Something intangible has been added
to life, that lives on forever in the hearts of those,
who have known her.  °

So you, Mother Andersen, has touched the heart-
strings of all of us who have known you. You had
the rare gift of wanting to Lve, deeply and fully.
There were heartaches and sorrows in your life, but
you understood how to travel above the clouds; so
that when the clouds were gone, your smile was still
there only more deep and more serene, with roots
deep in the heart of eternity.

We, the younger generation, need to know and learn
your way of life of unselfishness and generosity in all
th ngs; not merely material things, but in llttle kind-
nesses toward our fellow men.

You suffered so much and were so ready to go,
that we would not wish you back. But we would ask
for courage, that we, who are the fathers and mothers
of today, might instill, in our children’s hearts, some
of your generation’s greatness; some of their courage
and generosity of heart. But above all a simple faith
in God! A faith, livable and real, as real and livable
now as then: “Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you.” ‘

Valborg Eve.

7032 Harper Ave., Chicago, Ill.

The Children’s And Old People’s
Home At Tyler

Allow me to bring a greeting from the Children’s
and Old People’s Home at Tyler, Minnesota. Last
Christmas, and through the year many individuals
and also many societies sent us gifts of various sorts.
We are grateful for all the help we can get. The
high cost of living has increased our expenses and we
have not as yet charged hlgher rates of those who
live at the home.

We now have four children and eight old people
living here. There are many old people who ask for
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admission, but we cannot at the present time accom-
modate any more. Any old person who wishes to be
admitted to the home in the future may write to the
undersigned for application.

Gifts may be sent to the treasurer of the home;
Mr. Johannes P. Johansen, Tyler, Minnesota.

A merry Christmas and a happy New Year to all
friends of the home!

Enck Mortensen.

BOOKS

JULEGRANEN — Annual  Danish Christmas Publication.
Edited by Hans B. Holst. Published by Holst Printing Co.,
Cedar Falls, Towa. 65 cents.

“Julegranen” appears again this year in its festive Christ-
mas cover. And the content offers a variety of good reading
material, Christmas meditations, stories, poems, historical
essays, etc. It comes well illustrated with photographs, etch-
ings and drawings.

This Christmas magazine, known as an annual guest in
many hundred homes in all parts of the United States and
Canada, can at this time observe its 50th anniversary, as the
first issue of “Julegranen” appeared in 1896. However, the
first volume appeared under the title, “Under Julegranens
Grene.”” An interesting article appears this year written by
Rev. Enock Mortensen giving a brief survey of the 50 years
of publication of ‘“Julegranen.” The article is accompanied
by pictures of the many contributors through the fifty years.

True to its tradition, “Julegranen” again this year offers
several interesting and valuable cultural-historical contribu-
tions: August L. Bang presents a well illustrated article on
the now well known Danish-American sculptor, “Christian
Warthoe og hans Kunst.” Henry Steele Commanger gives a
challenging word-portrait of his grandfather, “Digterpraesten
Adam Dan.” Nanna Goodhope writes “En_ Pioneer-Skitse”
in her usual artistic style. Emilie Pedersen Lerager tells the
pioneer story “Fra Skovridergaarden Til Dakotas Preerie” and
thus adds another chapter to the early history of our church.

These contributions with the usual Christmas meditations
and poems offer good reading in “Julegranen” again this year.

H. S.

CHiLD’S CHRISTMAS CHIMES—Edited by Rev. Joseph M.

\Z '.'.'.'.'.'.'.‘.'!.'."'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'V"

Girtz; Published by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr.

42 pages, price 25 cents.

This small children’s Christmas magazine appears again
this year, and centers the entire content of the publication on
“The Childhood of Jesus.” There are six chapters, “The Com-
ing of the Heavenly King,” ‘“The Star and the Wise Men,”

“Naming the Baby,” “King Herod has a Plan,” “The Nazareth _

Home,” “The Trip to Jerusalem” and an “Epilogue.” These

little stories are well told by the author and are illustrated’

with excellent full page original drawings and a cover design
by Irvin Sorenson.

The author has succeeded in making the booklet a real
Christmas story centered entirely on. the central theme of
Christmas, the Christ Child. It will be a fine present to any
child.

H. S.

/
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The Stranger In The Pew
By Ove R. Nielsen.

Often persons unknown to you come in and worship at our
services. They come because they wish to worship in a Luth-
eran church and you are happy to see them there, for you like
that they seek church. But quite often these strangers come
only once or twice. The reason for this is that they are still
strangers after having been with us. ‘

When people go to a show or to a ball game they do not
expect to be greeted. But it is different with church. When
they seek a church the primary reason is generally that they
wish to worship, but very often they come alse in search of.
fellowship. They come because they wish to become acquainted

AL

with Christian people who have the same interests that ‘they -
© themselves do.” They wish to establish themselves in a group

that believes as they believe. The church is therefore the
natural place for them to go in search of such a group.

It is never pleasant to be a stranger. It is not natural.
But a stranger can hardly walk up to people in an established
congregation either before or after services, present himself,
and say that he desires to be accepted into fellowship. He must
be accepted through someone in the established group. . If after
a couple of times'at services no one has bid him welcome, the
chances are that he will seek another church. Then we have

lost the opportunity to offer someone a church home, and -
he has left us with the thought that he was not wanted among .

us. :
It is granted that all people can not walk up to strangers
and strike up conversation, but there are many who can.
It is chiefly to these latter ones that I am directing this thought.
Whenever you see a stranger in thé church, and no one is sitting
with him, take a seat beside him. It will make him feel wanted
and at home. And if you see him outside the church, speak a
word of welcome. It costs so little but it helps so much. All
you need to do is imagine yourself in his position, and I am sure
you will act quickly. A person should never need to feel that
he is a stranger in church. There should be no such thing as
a stranger in a pew.
From “Church Bulletin.”

Lines By A Layman:

Webster defines the word “pray” as follows:

To ask earnestly; to petition someone; to ask with humility
and reverence; to supplicate; the supplication to God.

There are various ways of praying. Personally I find
the silent way of meditation to give me the most comfort,
and when using a printed prayer, the type'that is found so
readily in our Lutheran publications, I have formed a general
habit of “personalizing” such prayers. Often I have wondered
why such prayers are always printed in the plural foerm, such
as WE, US, THEIRS, OURS, etc.? :

It has been my irue and personal experience that I get

much greater comfort and satisfaction out of a prayer if I .

direct myself to God in person. ' By that I mean that in my
prayer it is ME who has direct supplication with God, and
therefore I use such a prayer in a singular manner., For
illustration let me quote you the printed prayer given for
today, Sunday, November 17th. It reads:

O God, WE thank thee for thy wonderful grace and mercy
which forgives US OUR sins. Give US power to forgive OUR
fellow men: Amen. My personalized version and which I
used is thus:

O God, I thank thee for thy wonderful
which forgives ME MY sins.
MY fellow men: Amen.

grace and mercy
Give ME power to forgive

It has been suggested that such a .method of prayer is a 7

selfish one. I do not agree; for after all, I cannot speak to
God for anyone else. T might further illustrate my point of
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view, by the suggestion of a letter sent to someone. That
is only done because it is the expedient way of communicat-
ing with a person, but it is only the next best thing to a much
desired personal contact.

Even if the President of the United States were to send
me a letter or telegram, I would not be nearly as elated as if
he were to shake my hand in person and greet me verbally.
That personal contact is always the most desirable, so it
appeals to me to address myself and my prayer thoughts
to God through person to person. I feel that I get that
intimate acquaintance that one must have and feel in order
to have absolute confidence and faith.

If every Christian will assume responsibility for himself,
and through prayer acknowledge his own shortcomings, ob-
viously then, there is no need to speak for the rest of us.

The Lord’s prayer was given to all of us, and it becomes
MINE when I pray: MY father, forgive ME MY trespasses,
as I forgive those who trespass against ME.

First we must find ourselves to have “personal” contact

_with God in prayer before we dare expect to pray for others.

Perhaps you who read these lines have doubted the value
of daily meditation. Well, try this personal way. It will
surprise you how powerful it is.

I believe our many publications might well adopt this
suggestion of printing all prayers in personal single saluta-
tions. Most of us read it as printed, so if the author of daily
brayers will use this ‘method, many will unconsciously get
the habit of direct, personal “ME to God” prayer.

I find this method to be “entering into MY closet, and
when I have shut the door, pray to MY father.”

B. P. Christensen.

Christmas Greetings .

As we approach the Christmas season our thoughts
naturally go out to the larger world of which we are
a part. The first Christmas greeting centered on
the promise: “Peace on earth, good will toward men.”
Technically, there is peace—in contrast to conditions
only two years ago, when the battle of the Belgium
Bulge was a threat to all future peace. And yet a
cloud much larger than a man’s hand, hangs over the
world.

But Christmas is here again. It comes once more
to invite itself into the hearts of individuals in all
parts of an otherwise dark and dreary world. Let
us accept the invitation to prepare room in the inn
of your heart and my heart. As we do that through
‘the singing of our Christmas hymns, the sharing in
our churches, in our homes and with greetings to and
from friends far and near we feel the warmth of the
spirit of love and peace from above transcending our
innermost selves.

Our best greetings to all our readers. May the
real spirit of Christmas help us toward a truly “Gleede-
lig Jul” in the best sense of the word.

A most joyous Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Your Editor.
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| ‘Grand View College
and

: Our Youth of D. A. Y. P. L.

A Greeting And A Message

Grand View College extends best
wishes for a happy and blessed Christ-
mas to all its friends throughout the
country. We are preparing to send our
large group of excellent young people
home for the holidays and we hope that
they and their homes may enjoy a real
Christmas together.

Shortly after their return we will
conclude the first semester, and we
are long since laying plans for the sec-
ond semester. With our present facil-
ities we can only receive a limited num-
ber of students in addition to the pres-
ent group, and we therefore ask that
young people from our congregations
who desire to enroll for the second
semester write to us at once. Don't
delay longer than the first of the year,
if you wish to be considered.

We are grateful for all the help, gifts
and good wishes that have come to us
throughout the year 1946, and we wish
for you all a happy New Year.

Johannes Knudsen.

Grand View College,

December 14, 1946.

From G. V. C.

Thanksgiving vacation is over and
@G. V. students are back to work again.
The majority of us spent Thanksgiving
vacation at respective homes of friends.

The group of students who stayed
here at college spent a very good day
also. In the forenoon we attended
united church services at the Little
Brown Church, and at 1 o’clock we
enjoyed a real Thanksgiving dinner
with turkey and all the trimmings.
The dining room took on a festive air
under the able hands of the cooks, who
made us feel just like we were home.
We gathered in the living room in the
afternoon to hear Rev. Ammentorp read
“The Devil and Daniel Webster” which
was followed by group singing. In the
evening we had a skating party at the
Midtown rink to top off a memorable
day.

The followmg Thursday for our usual
lecture period we had as our speaker,
Mrs. Hirum Hunn. Her topic was
“Musie, With or Without.,” In teaching
us how to listen to music better, she
demonstrated with two types of music
—music with words that suggested to
us what type of music it would be, and
music without words where our imag-
ination should have full play.

Coach Harold Knudsen and the bas-
ketball team returned Thursday, Dec.
12, from three out of town games. Mon-
day they defeated Dana College, Blair,
Nebr., by the score of 53-44; the fol-

lowing night our fellows lost to Luther
College at Wahoo, Nebr., by the score
of 51-44; Wednesday night, G. V. won
from Red Oak Jr. College at Red Oak,
Iowa, 40-39. The team lineup includes
Wilmar Larsen, Seattle, Wash,; Iver
Jorgensen, Des Moines, Iowa; Paul Jor-
gensen, Minneapolis, Minn.; Arvid Bol-
lesen, Tyler, Minn.; Earl Steberl, Ra-
cine, Wis.; Dick Jensen, Cedar Falls,
Jowa; Gerald Petersen, Newell, Iowa;
Verner Heilskov, Hampton, Iowa; and
Anders Madsen, Racine, Wis. Our
thanks go to members of the congre-
gation at Omaha, Nebr., who provided
rooms for the team.

This Thursday Kenneth Colton, a
member of the Counter Intelligence
Service under General MacArthur in

Japan, gave a very informative and -

timely speech on the controlled revo-
lution which the American occupational
forces are sponsoring. He said that
before we have succeeded we must
establish a stable political setup, raise
the status of the women, and grad-
ually change the Japanese religion.

Our Christmas party was held in the
gym Dec. 13. The decorations followed
the theme, “Winter Wonderland.” The
Christmas tree was placed in the center
of the floor. Everyone joined hands and
caroled around the tree. At 10 o’clock
we joined in refreshments consisting of
cake, red-and-white candy canes and
punch. The remainder of the evening
was spent dancing. We wish to thank
Chairman Gloria Mortensen and her
committee, Ruth Sorensen, Esther Jo-
hansen, Esther Bollesen, Aage Jensen,
Jim Sorensen and Hjalmer Krogh, for
their efforts in making an enjoyable
party for us all.

The Christmas concert was held
Thursday, Dec. 10, under the direction
of Edwin Sandberg. The program con-
sisted of three selections by the chorus:
Holy City, Silent Night and Gesu
Bambino. Gordon Miller sang “The
Lord’s Prayer” and the Danish hymn,
“Dejlig er Jorden.” The Grand View
College Ladies’ trio, Myrtle Teisen, Mar-
ion Mortensen and Evelyn Sorensen,
sang two songs, “O Holy Night” and
“Jingle Bells.” The wmixed quartet,
Gloria Mortensen, Delores Andersen,
Fred Pallisgaard and Ted Thuesen, sang
“White Christmas” and “Julen har bragt
velsignet Bud.” Accompanists were
Margrethe Ostrup, Myrtle Teisen and
Esther Dixen. The violin trio, Patricia
Landman, Elizabeth Simonsen and Ed-
win Sandberg, played “A Dream of
Christmas.” The Christmas gospel was
read by Dr. Enudsen.

During the last week of school be-
fore vacation everyone gathered in the
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living room at 5 p. m. for the traditional
Christmas caroling and the telling of
Christmas stories.

Grand View College wishes everyone
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Doris Johansen,

Luck, Wisconsin.

Christmas Greeting

To each and every member of D. A.
Y. P. L—yes, to all the young people
of our church—I have a greeting, a
gift and a challenge.

I wish to send to all of you a greet-

-ing for a most blessed Christmas that

shall inspire and strengthen each one
for a happy new year in 1947. May
rejoicing at the birth of the Savior
fill each heart and each home this
Christmas time.

Your Christmas gift, while not a
complete surprise, is this announce-
ment that our young people will again
have their own youth paper beginning
early in 1947! This gift comes to you
as an answer to your “letter to Santa
Claus” as addressed to the national D.
AY.PL. board by the young people
in convention at Tyler last summer.
The board began working immediately
on plans for a bi-monthly membership
paper. Many details required consider-
able investigation, but preliminary plans
were finally climaxed by the appoint-

‘ment of Mrs. Axel Kildegaard, Jr., of

Bridgeport, Conn., as editor, and Rev.
Willard Garred, now of Hartford, Conn.,
as business manager. For many weeks
they have been making ready to pub-
lish the first issue of the paper, prob-
ably in January, 1947. With good for-
tune and with your cooperation these
plans shall materialize for our joy and
benefit and to the glory of Christ
amongst our young people.

The publishing of a new youth paper
by D.A.Y.P.L. is certainly a challenge
to all the young people of our church.
Here is our opportunity to share with
one another, to inspire one another, to
work with one another through the
medium of the written word. Surely
we have something to share; then let us
use this, as well as other, means to
share what we have in our common
faith and hopes, in our varied exper-
iences and ideas. Such sharing can
be most inspiring and challenging to
all, to ourselves and to those with whom
we share. An finally we can rejoice
that our youth paper will provide the
means of communicating plans and
programs for working together as indi-
vidual young people and as young peo-
ple’s societies in order to further Christ’s
work, as we know it, in our world of
young people.

Let us accept this gift and this chal-
lenge with the prayer that God may
strengthen us and bless us in our efforts.

Richard Seorensen,
President, D.A.Y.P.L.

P.S.: As yet our youth paper has
no name! Do you have any names to
suggest? If so, send them immediately

to Mrs. Kildegaard, 512 E. Washington
Ave., Bridgeport, Conn.
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The Joyous Season

“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth, peace, good will toward men.”

The Christmas season is one which
we wish to share with our nearest and
dearest. It is a season in which we
feel more intensely the longing for those
who have passed away from us. It is
a season we should approach with peace
felt both in mind and in-body.

It seems that in our day and age we
become more tense and more hur-
ried as we approach this season. We
are constantly being reminded by our
daily newspaper that we have only a
short time in which we can do our
shopping. The buying of expensive
gifts is stressed so much. A person
almost feels uneasy with such constant
reminders. It seems so wrong that we
have commercialized the Holy Season
to such an extent.

Years ago, you found an element of
simplicity accompanying the holidays
which seemingly has been lost today.
Then children probably received one
gift only, and perhaps an orange as an
extra special treat. Today children are
showered with toys of every descrip-
tion; enjoyed at the moment but for-
gotten tomorrow. We do this as an ex-
pression of love, but I think it is not
for their own good. The commercial
world is setting the pace for Christmas,
and we hurriedly try to keep up the
tempo.

If we can remain unaffected by the
material demands, we find there is so
much good to experience during Christ-
mas. The music written for this sea-
son is nothing less than beautiful; it’s
a gift we should cherish by singing
the songs given to us. I wish our young
people would go caroling this year; it
would gladden the hearts of the sick
and older people in our congregation
to hear your voices.

We have our Christmas church serv-
ices. They are usually well attended,
and it is good to feel that you are shar-
ing “with many the Christmas gospel.

In the homes of Danish ancestry,
we have the best evening of the year—
Christmas Eve. Here close friends and

relatives gather around the Christmas
tree. Such a feeling of peace one ex-
periences as we watch the candle-
lighted Christmas tree. From memory
we sing our favorite carols and hymns.
In the joyful eyes of children, we see
the many lights reflected. There is
the excitement of packages being
opened and admired. Christmas and
home are so closely intermingled; they
just belong together.

We have our literature which centers
around Christmas. Children Ilove to
listen to your reading; take time to
read to them the many good stories
about this season. In years hence,
they’ll cherish that memory. There is
s0 much for us to gain by good read-
ing if only we’ll allow ourselves the
time for it.

During this season, we relax g bit
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from our daily tasks.  We take time to
seek the fellowship .of friends and
neighbors. It belongs to Christmas
that we share its joys with one another.

It is such a festive season we are ap-
proaching. .Let us prepare ourselves
for its goodness and joy by attaining
peace and relaxation in body and in
mind. Lest our hearts should shut out
the Christmas spirit as the Bethlehem
Innkeeper experienced in the following
poem: .

The-inn was full. There was no room. .

And yet, of course, I might have
made - ;
Arrangement. But the evening gloom
Came on—a man must keep his

trade—
The guests were in—they all had
paid.

There was no room. The inn was full,
And it had been a busy day;

So many vexing questions pull
A landlord’s heart. All cannot stay.
The late ones must be turned away.

The inn was full. There was no room.
But certainly I could have done
Something if I had known for whom.
Ah, that my door should be the one
To shut out Mary and her Son.
B. Y. Williams.
: Gertrude J. Christiansen.
St. John’s Lutheran Church Bulletin,
Ringsted, Iowa.

The Stranger

(After an Old Allegory)
It was Christmas Eve,
Alone,
A strange man,
Clad in a garment
Ragged and stained,
Walked thru the streets
Of the great city.
At all the doors He knocked
And begged entrance,
Saying,
“My name is Christ.”
And sadly left each door.
The house, where within
All was laden with presents,
Feasting merrily,
Had no place for Him.
They were celebrating
Christmas;
And yet, none knew Him.
So He passed on
From the cold streets
And the highways,
Out to the lone fields.
And there, A
In a narrow lane,
He found a little hut
Of some poor folk.
Candlelight
Gleamed from the window,
A hymn,
Sung by children’s voices,
Came thru the stilliness.
He knocked,
And the door opened.
A warm welcome greeted Him,
True hearts met Him,
He entered—-and behald!
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The mean cloak fell from Him,
Majesty enveloped Him,
Love and Kindness’
Beamed from His countenance.
And then
He blessed
That humble home
Which had not rejected Him.
Verily,
- All the world
Knew not the happiness
Of these
Faithful souls—
A Joy Eternal!

—Lutheran Church Herald, 1928.

Final Yule Results

Orders received by the undersigned
have amounted to approximately 2750
copies. Besides these almost another
hundred were sent out as free copies.
How many has been sold or distributed
by Lutheran Publishing House in Blair
is not known to me at this time but it
seems that we will almost have sold
the 3,000 copies which we had printed.

I wish at this time to thank all who
have helped in the distribution of Yule.
And most of all, thank you to you who
contributed to the contents of Yule.
The beginning is encouraging. With
real work and cooperation from all we
can make Yule a good contribution to
the reading public of America.

Final district leaders are:

Dist. I—Marquette, 75 copies; Oma-
ha, 50 copies.

Dist. II-——Perth Amboy, 100 copies;
Brooklyn and Bridgeport each 50.

Dist. III—Tyler, 200 copies; Askov,
110.

Dist. IV—Dwight, 80 copies, St. Steph-
en’s, Chicago, 75.

Dist. V—Kimballton, 200 copies; Ring-
sted, 68, (G.V.C. 100).

Dist. VI—Junction City, 24 copies;
Seattle, 15.

Dist. VII—Solvang,
Angeles, 50.

District IT had the greatest increase
over a year ago. Three times as many
copies were sold there this year as
last year. Good work.

Harold Petersen.

70 copies, Los
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Acknowledgement Of Re-
- _ceipis From The Synod
Treasurer

For the Month of November, 1946.
Towards the Budget:
Previously acknowledged .___.$ 4,378.04
General:

Congregations—
IBrOnXSINARYERa ST DA, (T8 14.40
Bridgeport, Conn. ________ 50.00
Grayling, Mich., —__________ 75.00
Muskegon, Mich. __________ 26.50
D etroitRIVIIchis et sy e e 300.00
St. Stephan’s Chicago, I1l.__ 156.40
Trinity, Chicago, I11. _______ 400.00
Clinton;lowal =222 = T2 - 20 - 50.00
Des Moines, Jowa —_—_______ 25.00
AckoviiMinn, =2 raiae W7 15.80
Danevang, Texas _—-___—____ 202.00
Emaha N ebr e estii P es 30.00
TL.os Angeles, Calif. ________ 17.95

Pension Fund:

Rosenborg Ladies’ Aid, Lind-
sayeINebr. fouioal omu ZUEL 5.00

Mrs. Hans R. Hansen, Oak
15000k, TN e et 5.00

Congregations—
BEONIENALY: me Se .l SO, 15475
Bridgeport, Conn. _—________ 104.10
GraylingVicht P ESuass e 11.61
St. Stephan’s, Chicago, IIl.__ 60.00
EXIzas Fow a i e NS i 18.50
Canwood, Sask., Canada ___ 17.75
ASKOV SV I S e S 28.36
Danevang, TexXas —__-______ 100.00
DagzeysN ebr: it Sud fat i 504 11.25
SalinasiEaliflssuns e g aie 29.81
SolvangiCalif e sy 33.00

Home Missions:

Misc. subs. and gifts to Luth-
eran Tidings for October .. 17.70

Congregation, Viborg, S. D.— 42.46

“In Memory of C. S. Kirk,” Mr.

and Mrs. Holger Nielsen,

Lake Norden-Hetland-Bad-

) S Bk i hars £ IGT Ui 8 Ln 1.00
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Miflin, Mr.

and Mrs. Harvey Gundersen

and Elmer Tulson,, Lake .

Norden-Hetland-Badger, S.

1D U BT AN s T T N S Y 3.00
Congregations— ‘
Grayling, Mich. oo oaee__. 1.50
St. Stephan’s Chicago, Ill... 6.25
Newell,' Towa 2 o siisiioe: 3.75
TyleryiMinn. Saass L. ou 50.28
Ruthton, s Vinny St Seu s g 3.00
Danevang, TeXas . cccecean- 3.00
Los Angeles, Calif. ____.___ 5.00

Chicago Children’s Home:

Ladies® Aid, Argo-White, S. D. 10.00
Congregation, St. Stephan’s
GhicAgo, Il Aur i sale d 10.00
Tyler Children’s Home:
Hope Ladies’ Aid, Ruthton,
VAT S dsdoas caloo i sunsa b 10.00
Totalttondate o ies it & o $ 6,248.16
Received for Items Outside the..._ ... _
Budget:

To Lutheran World Action:
Previously acknowledged

(e N e $14,851.55
Rev. P. C. Stockholm, Mar-

quet}e N EBY s e L L 100.00

LUTHERAN - TIDINGS

“Anonymous,”. Tyler, Minn. .- . 10.00
Ladies’ Aid, Argo-W‘hlte S.D. - 10.00
“Memory of Emil Kohlscheen”, . .- -
A. W. Junker, Gayville, S. D. .. 3.00
Nels Nelseon, Gayville, S. D. .. ._2.00
Andrew JenSen, Gayville, S. ..~ -
Dyl ST TR . 3 Fa e O 2,00
Joint meeting, conglegatxons el
Brush’ Calohrt sl Tas Wt 22.40
Guiding Cirele, ngsted Iowa_, -.5.00

“Memory of Christoffer Mad-
sen,” Mr. and Mrs. Albeck
Kjellsen, Lake Norden-Het- -
land-Badger, S. D. ________ ; 1.00

“Memory of Fred E. Nielsen,”

Axel Seversen, Lake Nor- . A
den-Hetland-Badger, S. D.  2.00

“Memory of Peter M. Peter-

sen,” the William T. Petersen

family, Ruthton, Minn. ___. 2.00
Congregations—
Portland, Me. _ - _—__ . 41.00
Bridgeport, Conn. _________ 351.30
Grayling, Mich. ______.____ ©41.00
St. Stephan’s, Chicago, I1l.__ 2.00
Trinity, Chicago, I1l. ______ 1.00
Racine, Wis. _______ festl ol Qg 175.00
Newell, Towa oo 372.00
Canwood, Sask. Canada -. .8.50
ViborgMSHh St Suianiyave s 140.40
Diamond Lake, Minn. _____ 73.50
Ruthton, Minn. ____-_______  481.00
Los Angeles, Calif. _-______ 7.00
SalinasysEalif N E s 542.50
Totalltme T 6l WS $17,247.15
To Eben-Ezer Mercy Institute,
Brush,: Colo.:
Congregations—
St. Stephan’s, Chicago, Ill.__ 10.00
Grayling, Mich. oo _____ 11.33
RacineiWis; S aiaiust e 23.50
Hope Ladies’ Aid, Ruthton, »
Minn. ot o MBI CL N NS 5.00
The William T. Petersen Fam-
ily, Ruthton, Minn. —_______ 5.00

To G. V. C. Jubilee Fund,

Cash Contributions:
Previously acknowledged _._.$61, 977 87
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred C. Nielsen,

Des Moines, Iowa _________ 50.00
Niels L. Jensen, Lake Forest,
ISR LB AR 6 S S St 20.00
Rev. and Mrs. Verner Hansen,
Chicago;, Tll: Scoeaateeh, B 37.50
Peder A. Anderson, Center-
ville; [SHD. /L ELEC A BEREoN 19.25
From Cozad, Nebr.— ;
1fred "Honborg- . 25150008 10.00
Ernest Smidt So tluiiasioo 5.00
George Kennedy ——o__._- 1 1.00
John Christensen —_______. 5.00
Naomi Jensen ..-oz-_ c--- 5.00
Andrew Borlesen ___.___._. 10.00
B Smidt Lot il it 5.00
Young People’s Society ... 25.00
Harald F. Pedersen __._. ... 2.00
Ferd Pedersen _ . ccovmea- 10.00
AEred S Haldisss ST s 1.00
VP Halda 200 00, J aoais SL ST 5.00
Holger ‘Foged, Si_Zi--n_ Ll 2.50
Herman Hansen __Z______._ 5.00
Henry Jensen ......_.._... 5.00
- 96.50
From Tyler, _an-—-« L
_ Mzs. N, F. Petersed w. e - 30,00
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Carl Olesen _..._._..__ L e 2 5.00

LarsiBollesen s it s e 5.00
-~ Jes Kaltoft _____________ ol 5.00

"Arthur N. Serensen __.____. ..5.00
o RalphiBuh]F s e i 5.00

Erik Johansen . > .- .. .. 10.00
-‘Albert E. Jorgensen _______ -5.00

N. C. Nielsen - -2 "~ sl e i 10.00

Harald A. Petersen ________ . : 5.00

Miss Ellen U. Bollesen _____ 5.00
-~ Victor E. Jensen __________ ; 5.00

Mrs. Molly -Madsen —_._____ 2.00

Ernest Madsen _________.___ 5.00 -

Aage'Jacobsen o seit L 5.00

Wilhelm Holm ____________ 10.00

Jens FJessent St e il SURERa 5.00

J: G. Christensen __________ 10.00

Mr. and Mrs. Carl G. Chris-

tensen: Lues chfet SN iy 5.00

Astrid Thomsen __________ 5.00

Einer Jensen ______________ 5.00

Hans Svendsen ________.__ 25.00

Anton B 1hi SR 10.00

ChrailUitof i S GEaely: d- e e 5.00

Maren Andersen __________ 5.00

Johannes P. Johansen ______ 25.00

S RN el e st e 5.00

Jens Jorgensen _.___________ 5.00

@ AMVqTohanscn s 5.00

Rev. and Mrs. Enok Mor-

tEnSenEMmit, . .  dait T bAC 1o 50.00
) 262.00
H. C. Christoffersen, Junction

CityiOreis (1 el Ll NI 25.00
Congregation, E. Port Chester,

NI Ve E ok Lol oGl TN 44.50
Congregation, Bronx, N. Y. __ 10.00
Interestiwdr Sl g ot s 1.25

Total cash to date -______=_ $62,543.87
G. V. C. Jubilee Fund,

Contr. in Bonds,

(Maturity Value):

Previously acknowledged ____$31,775.00

Dagny  Gribskov, Junction
City/Orel » BT e AN 25.00
Total toidate s Semrl s st $31,800.00

Respectfully submitted,
Olaf R. Juhl,
4752 Oakland Ave.,
Minneapolis 7, Minn.

Santal Mission
General Budget.
St. John’s Danish Ladies’ Aid,

Hampton,ilowa = ociai o X $ 9.13
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Sorensen,

ASKON, VTINS5 Siee o b 1.00
Mrs. Ole Nielsen, Askov, Minn. 1.00
Mrs. Carl Eriksen, Des Moines,

ToWa w2l UEC L s dh i o 1.00
Bethlehem Church, Askov

VTN, o 2l s e Ve sepa il S 08 21.10
Mrs. N. C. Strandskov, Ring-

sted, ToOWa Si b s bl e 2.00

"Mrs. Trine M. Olsen, Fresno,

Califf Loiesinh 40 vt il s 5.00
Mrs. Christine Christensen,

15 Ehal oY sio ky Clol by et S ) 1.00
Mrs. Bekker, Hartford, Conn.. 1.00
Wiiss Anna. Jacobsen, Hartford,

| lo; <1 A PP A NSt AT, i )
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For a Child—
Nazareth ~ Lutheran Gmld
(WiitheesiWis it iantie f- 47!
Ellen and Axel Olsen, Perth
FANND ORI A SE e
Danish Lutheran Church, Dane-
vangiliexasst Eeras Ioe it s
Alice Jensen, = Minneapolis,
VI Spis D ish Ml g p SR e
James Haue, Minneapolis,
ITAYIYYOuts Sl 5 R eCr i D Ll e

St. Stephan’s Sunday School,
(AR O il Uy e e o I
Mrs. Maren Andersen, Kim-
allton¥Towa s ST
Oak Hill Ladies’ Aid, Atlantic,
TN i e e e e el
Andreas Christensen,
Hartford, ITowa . _____
Good Hope Ladies’ Aid, Lake
INond eniS D PN ER
Mission Boxes—
Mission Circle, Manistee, Mich.
St. John’s Church, Ringsted, Ia.
St. Peter’s Sunday School,
W & T 1 e
Bodil Strandskov, Dwight, Ill.
Mrs. Johanne Hansen, Gard-
TGS TNB L ATl PR SO SR
Mrs. O. Jacobsen, Ithaca, N.Y.
Mrs. Minnie Mathisen, Minne-
apoliSHVInT U
Volmer Ladies’ Aid, Dagmar,

In memory of Marius Jensen,
Withee, Wis., Mr. and Mrs.
Miolund and Marie, Withee

In memory of Mrs. Bund-
gaard’s mother, Rev. and
Mrs. Bundgaard, Sena and
Clara Petersen, Owen, Wis.

In memory of Mrs. Victor
Trukken, Kimballton, Mr.
and Mrs. Victor Jensen,
INewellBliowatss i S

In memory of Mathis Ander-
sen, Diamond Lake, old
friends, Askov, Minn.

In memory of Anna and An-
ders Jensen Gribskov, Junc-
tion City, Ore., Mrs. Mari
(Shienaneibhop (CRIE el ot s LU

In memory of Mrs. Elvira Mik-
kelsen, Chicago, Albert Eves,
A. Ostrups, M. Pagards, J.
M. Jensens, P. Iversens,
Richard Iversens, Agnes
Henriksen and Robt. Nussels

In memory of Mathilda Wood
of Viborg, friends __._____—__

In memory of Emil Kohl-
scheen, Gayville, N. Chris~
tensens, Viborg ____________

In memory of Mrs. Johanne
Kruse, Tyler, Minn., from
friends at Luck, Wis., Ames,
Towa, Arlington, S. D. . _____

In memory of Mrs. H. P,
Schmidt, Menominee, Mich.,
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Petersen,
Hxeten iNebr. oo 2500

In memory of Carl Holm,
Fredsville, Iowa, Jim Bu-

chans, Hans Lunds, and
Martin Lunds, Armstrong,
AR o ovisasssalbe S n iy By

25.00

- 25.00

30.70

5.00
10.00
15.00
30.00
10.00

2.00
20.00

17.00
57.75

100.98
5.00

5.00
5.00

5.00

10.00

2.00

7.00

1.00

2.00

5.00

15.00

4.00

2.00

9.00

5.00

4.00
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_I'n'Amemory of Christotfer Pe-,
tersen, Cordova, Nebr., Ole

Nelsons, Exeter __.______.__ 1.00
"In memory. of Peter Munkholm _ 3

Petersen, Ruthton, Sigurd
Petersens ‘T UIIEC T ST A
In memory of Folmer Fred-
eriksen, Askov, Minn., Esther .
and Arnold Sorensen, Laura
Nielsen, Lois and Lief Jor-
gensen, Ellen and Fred Jor-
gensen, Kristine and Half-
dan Johansen, Ruth and Sig-
urd Stovring, Anna and S.
Chr. Dixen, Dagmar Miller _
For a child—Women of Our
Savior’s Church, Omaha,

" 2.00

5.00

68.75
For a child—Manistee Mission
Circle, Manistee, Mich. ____ 25.00
Total for November _______ $ 679.11
Total since January 1 ___$ 6,759.56
In last month’s memory gift list was
given as $1.00, should have been printed:
In memory of Mrs. Niels Sorensen, River
Rouge, Mich., Mr. and Mrs. Chris Marck,
Detroit, $5.00.
Dagmar Miller,
Tyler, Minn.

MUANUAVAMAAMANAA AN

OUR CHURCH
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Rev. J. C. Kjaer, who since his dis-
charge from the work of chaplain in
the army has pursued graduate work
at the University of Oklahoma, has ac-
cepted a call from St. John’s Luth-
eran Church, Seattle, Wash. Rev. Kjaer
and family will according to present
plans be in Seattle by February 1st to
begin the new field of work.

Askov, Minn.—Bethlehem Lutheran
church observed its 40th anniversary
December 6—8. Guest speakers were
four of the former pastors of the church,
S. D. Rodholm, A. E. Frost, Johannes
Knudsen and M. Mikkelsen.—A book,
entitled “From Partridge to Askov,” was
published for the occasion. It contains
a history of the Askov community as
related by a number of the pioneers.

A Danish Christmas Broadecast will be
given from Bethania church, Racine,
Wis., Monday evening, Dec. 23. The
pastor of the church, Rev. E. E. Han-
sen, assisted by the congregation, is in
charge of the broadcast.

Juhl, Mich.—A November meeting
of the Men’s Club featured a supper
served by the ladies and a program
consisting of music under the direction
of Dale Hallock and a speech on “Eu-
rope” by Prof. Bower of the Michigan
State College.

The Danish Club met on November
18, for an afternoon of singing and fel-
lowship, especially in honor of Mr. and
Mrs. . Hans Christensen who observed
their 61st wedding anniversary.

Rev, F. Romer, who served in our
synod for a numiber of vears, alse as
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chaplain in the U. S. army, has sub-
mitted. -an interesting article to . this
issue of our paper, entitled, “Life and
Christmas in a Prisoner of War Camp.”
Rev. Romer is now serving a church
of the United Evang. Lutheran Church
in Winnipeg, Canada. His address is:
159 Oakv1ew Ave.,, E. Kﬂdonan Win-
nipeg, Man., Canada

Rev. Alfred Jensen, synodical presi-
dent, recently attended a meeting of
the National Lutheran Council in New
York City. He spoke in the St. Steph-
en’s Church, Perth Amboy, Wednesday
evening, Dec 4.

Tacoma, Wash.—Mr. V. E. Thoren,
secretary of the Lutheran Welfare So-
ciety of Tacoma, has promised to take
charge of the Sunday services in the
St. Paul’s church until another pastor
can be called.

Annual Reports—Extra copies of the
annual reports from the years 1912,
1913,, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1918, 1919,
1921 and 1925 can be had for the ask-—
ing and paying for the postage on same.
Write to the editor.

Withee, Wis.—A communtiy forum
sponsored by the Study group of the
Nazareth church was held on the eve-
ning of November 10. Dr. Davies,
president of the Eau Claire Teacher’s
College, was the guest speaker.

Los Angeles, Calif—A Fellowship
meeting was held Sunday evening, Dec.
1, in the Emanuel church.. After the
evening meal which was served at 6
o’clock, a lecture was given by Rev.
S. L. Kim of the Korean Presbyterian
church on the topic: “Liberated Korea.”
Community singing followed the lec-
ture.

Chaplain Verner Hansen has re-
turned from his service in the Pacific.
He has received his discharge and is
at present located in Chicago.

Rev. A. E. Farstrup, pastor of Eman-
uel Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, has
resigned from this position. Rev. Far-
strup and family plan to leave on a
visit to Denmark after Easter. Rev.
Farstrup has served the Los Angeles
church since October, 1940, Z

Correction—In Yule, page nineteen,
appears a tragi-comic typographical
error which we should like to correct.
In column two. about half way down
the page we read: “I (Jgrgen Juul)
shall buy eighty acres, work on the
side for my M. A. and till my own
land”;—Obviously the word my should
be omitted. M. A. are the initials of
a man’s name. (Ed. Yule).

Rev. and Mrs. Alfred Jensen, 1232
Pennsylvania Ave., Des Moines 16, Ia.,
will observe their 25th wedding &nni-
very on Saturday, January 4th. “Luth-
eran Tidings” extends greetings and
best wishes on the occasion.’
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Light Of The World

Candle light, burning bright,
Light the Christmas tree tonight,
Warm the hearts of young and old
With Thy flame of living gold,
Bless the children at their play,
Guide the stranger on his way,
Heaven has touched earth today,
Christ the Lord has come!

Candle light, burning bright,
Light the house of prayer tonight,
Shed by beauty as we bring
Homage to the Savior-King!
Cheer us as our carols rise,
Winged on gladness, to the skies,
God has opened paradise,

Christ the Lord has come!

Candle light, burning bright,

Shine within our hearts tonight,

Fill us with a glow of love,

Like a Presence from above.

Shine through us in selfless deeds,

Shine in faith and noble creeds:

Light is what this dark world needs —
Christ the Lord has come!

— Alfred Grant Walton.

48 Pages.

YULE—1946

Read Rev. Enok Mortensen’s
biographical sketch of Jorgen Juhl
in “Portrait of a Peddler”; Dr.
Ryden’s “Phillips Brooks and His
Carols”; “Excerpts From A Con-
centration Camp Diary,” by Mrs.
Hope Miller; “Gesu Bambino” by
Rev. Ole Nielsen, and many other
articles, stories and poems found
in the 1946 Yule.

Well illustrated.
Attractive cover.
Published by D.A.Y.P.L.

Buy your copy for only 60 cents
from your local agent or send to

Rev. Harold Petersen
Askov, Minn.
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§ g IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS
[ 8w Hymns And Hymwriters Of Denmark
3
g By Rev. J. C. Aaberg. .
g
: Dr. J. Christian Bay has called this book one of the finest contributions by
> any Dane to the uplift of American life. It is indeed a fine book and
should be found in every home and be read.

By Rev. Enok Mortensen.

States.
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Danish American Life And Letters

Here is a record of what the Danish American has written and what has
been written about him. This book has been acclaimed by many scholars.
It is a tribute to both Rev. Aaberg and Rev. Mortensen that their books
are now found in the largest University and city libraries in the United

Price of Hymns and Hymnwriters of Denmark, $2.00 postpaid.

Danish American Life and Letters, $1.25 postpaid.
Remember a book is an ideal Christmas gift. Buy them, read them and

GRAND VIEW COLLEGE BOOKSTORE




