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D e a r F r i e n d s a n d C o - W o r k e r s :

As we approach the time for the convention of our synod
it is fitting to give thanks for the blessings of God and His
wonder fu l love and care, which has made i t poss ib le to
carry on the work of His church in proclaiming the salvation
o f men th rough fa i t h i n Jesus Chr i s t , ou r Sav iou r.

We a re no t espec ia l l y “ re jo i c ing tha t the sp i r i t s a re sub jec t
unto you”; but we are rather “rejoicing that your names are
w r i t t e n i n h e a v e n . I t i s n o t t h e g r e a t a n d m i g h t y w o r k s w e
h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d a n d w h i c h w e v i e w w i t h p r i d e , t h a t m o v e
us t o g ra t i t ude , r a t he r i t i s t he humb le r ea l i za t i on t ha t excep t
for the grace of God we would not be sharing the life and
l i g h t o f H i s k i n g d o m . W e a r e t h a n k f u l n o t s o m u c h f o r t h e
h a n d i w o r k o f m a n a s f o r t h e h a n d i w o r k o f G o d . T h e m y s t e r ¬
ious stirring of His spirit and the power of His word to bring
b a c k m e n ’ s h e a r t s a n d m i n d s t o t h e b o s o m o f G o d a r e t h e
g r e a t m i r a c l e s a l s o o f t h i s a g e .

We are praying that we never may lose the perspective
of Paul when he spoke of “God choosing us in Christ before
the foundations of this world,” or when he said that “our citi¬
z e n s h i p i s i n h e a v e n ,
have been given in Holy Baptism to Him who said, “I am the
r e s u r r e c t i o n a n d l i f e ,

by the cradle and the grave. In Christ we are from eternity
u n t o e t e r n i t y.

i i

Y e t m o r e d o w e r e j o i c e t h a t w e

Our l i ves a re no t encompassed me re l y) )

O G o d o u r h e l p i n a g e s p a s t
O u r h o p e f o r y e a r s t o c o m e .
Be Thou our guard while life shall last
A n d o u r e t e r n a l h o m e .

Viewed in this perspective ayear—even one so crammed
with important events as the last one—becomes so tiny a
segment that it is hardly discernible. Yet God’s greatness is
revealed particularly in this that He sees and Knows all His
chi ldren and cares for them. What we do is important to
Him as it is to us, for we are intimately related to God. Our
lives are of, by and for God. “In Him we live, move and have
our being.” We are thus assured that God’s perspeetive in¬
cludes all of His children regardless of time and circumstance
and that we belong within His divine household and are being
u s e d t o s e r v e H i s p u r p o s e s .

The Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church of America has
no reason to boast of its size. When it comes to figures it
is of little importance even among its fellow Lutheran churches.
Ne i ther wou ld Idare to suggest tha t the fami l ia r remark :
Quality, not quantity, has relevance. However, there is no
reason why we therefore should lose faith in the greatness
of God, in the wisdom of His choice or His perspective. We
are still receiving and accepting His grace and love and serving
i n H i s v i n e y a r d .

We hear much said and wr i t ten about the contr ibut ion
we can and should make to religious and cultural life of this
people and as achurch to other churches in this country.
Sometimes it has been pointed out that contributions have
been made . I th ink th i s i s co r rec t . Many ind iv idua ls and
organizations have lived and worked so that their lives be¬
came contributions. It is not necessary to name these. We

R e v. A l f r e d J e n s e n

It is rather acommon attitude on the part of persons com¬
ing to our communities from Denmark, that this country is
sorely in need of spiritual, cultural, artistic contributions and
that our Danish visitors have such to make. And Ithink they
are correct, even if Iam reluctant to admit it and hesitant to
a c c e p t t h e m .

Iwould like, however, to point out that in order to obtain
t h e u l t i m a t e g o o d f r o m c o n t r i b u t i o n s a n d c o n t r i b u t o r s t h e r e
must be established acondition of need, not only on the part
of those who are to receive the contribution, but also on the
part of those who make it. There must always be agive
a n d t a k e . P e r s o n a l l y I b e l i e v e t h a t n o o n e c a n m a k e a s p i r i t ¬
ual contribution without being in the deepest need himself.
The Jews thought they had agreat contribution to make to
a l l o t he r s , bu t f a i l ed t o sense t he i r own need and t he con t r i ¬
bution is not accepted even to this day. The Christians, con¬
s c i o u s a n d c o n t r i t e a b o u t t h e i r o w n s i n s a n d s h o r t c o m i n g s
(as evidenced from Paul’s statements about himself) made
t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n w h i c h t h e w o r l d n e e d e d a n d a c c e p t e d . C o n ¬
t r i b u t i o n s t h a t a r e t o h a v e s p i r i t u a l a n d c u l t u r a l i m p l i c a t i o n s
are not handed down by someone sitting on apedestal. They
are made by the good Samaritan filled with the love and pity
for the vict im of the robbers, stooping to the level of the
victim, needing to help him.

M a y b e i t w o u l d b e w e l l f o r u s t o e x a m i n e o u r o w n n e e d s
before we th ink too h igh ly o f our un ique pos i t ion among
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s a n d t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s w e c a n m a k e t o
t h e s e . I w i l l l i s t a f e w o f t h e s e a s I s e e t h e m :a l l k n o w s o m e a n s w e r s .
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1. We need to pray with the publican, “God, have mercy

o n m e , a s i n n e r . ”
2 . W e n e e d t o c e n t e r o u r a t t e n t i o n u p o n G o d ’ s w i l l a n d

p l a n s r a t h e r t h a n t h a t o f h u m a n p h i l o s o p h e r s .
3 . W e n e e d t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e f o r m a t i o n b r o u g h t b a c k

the Church from the babylonic captivity of false tradi¬
t i o n s a n d m e a s u r e d i t b y t h e l i g h t f r o m t h e h a l l o w e d
page o f the B ib le . We need the B ib le as no rm fo r fa i th
a n d l i f e .

4 . We n e e d t o b e l i e v e a n d p r a c t i c e t h a t w e a r e s t e w a r d s
a c c o u n t a b l e t o G o d f o r w h a t h e h a s e n t r u s t e d u s w i t h :
L i fe, abi l i t ies, goods, money, t ime. We are not our
own lords and masters but belong to God.
We need to concern ourselves about the spiritual wel¬
fare of our neighbors, home and foreign missions.

6 . We need t o t h i nk and t a l k and w r i t e l ess o f “ ou r ow iV ’
churches, schools, young people, children, activit ies,
work. Let us be less possessive of these, and let us
see the need of God taking possession of them. They
and we are al l “His own,” not especial ly “our own.”

More needs can be found than these, and all can be formu¬
lated in much better language. The important part of it is,
that we become so aware and tragically conscious of our needs
and our shortcomings that we have one unfailing prayer
ou r l i ps : Fo rg i ve my s ins fo r Jesus sake .

I t i s e n t i r e l y t r u e , t h a t t h e n e e d s l i s t e d a b o v e a r e n e e d s
w e h a v e i n c o m m o n w i t h a l l o t h e r c h u r c h e s a n d C h r i s t i a n s .
It is exactly the point. For as we by grace strive to have
these needs flUed we will experience the blessing of fellow¬
ship of Christian churches. Whatever contribution any one
church has to make will be made and accepted as we kneel
a t t he foo t o f t he c ross o r a t t he a l ta r ra i l .

In emphasizing need rather than contribution, Iam merely
trying to point out what Iam convinced is the only sound
Christian attitude to have as our synod faces the future. This
future it would seem will be either one of separate independ¬
e n t e x i s t e n c e i n a s i t u a t i o n w h e r e m o s t i f n o t a l l o t h e r L u t h ¬
eran churches will be joined or merged into one, or it will
be afuture in common with these as joined or merged with
t h e m . L e t u s m a k e c l e a r w h a t w e n e e d a n d n o t b e t o o c o n ¬
cerned about what contribution we think we have to make,
for such contribution can only be made as we strive to meet
our needs. It is my conviction that our needs points
t o w a r d o t h e r L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s .

Lu theran Un i ty
Even as our Church Relation’s Committee has been busy

bui ld ing br idges to the ULCA we find that the leaven of
Lutheran unity is at work in nearly al l the other Lutheran
bodies in the Nat. Luth. Council. Various of these passed
resolutions at last year’s conventions expressing their will¬
i n g n e s s t o h a v e t h i s b r o u g h t a b o u t .

I t was the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church that
took the initiative in bringing the representatives together for
the purpose of finding common ground. Under the dateline
of Dec. 7Ireceived aletter from Dr. P. O. Bersell, president
of the Augustana Church, which reads in parts as follows:

At the meeting of the Executive Council of the Augustana
Church held Dec. 3-4 it was resolved that invitations
be extended by the president to other Lutheran bodies
to send representatives to ameeting to be held in Min¬
neapolis January 4, 1949, to consider possible organic
union of the participating bodies gi the National Luth¬
eran Council or afederation as. an intermediary step if
necessary, each body to be invited to send at least three
representatives to this meeting.

Ihave the honor to extend this invitation to you as the
chief executive of your Church bod^ to come to such a
meeting to be held in Augustana Church headquarters
in Minneapolis January 4in the hope you will bring
into this meeting as many representatives of your group
as you may deem advisable. Our Council appointed
five men to represent our Church at this meeting,
representatives have no authority to make any com¬
mitments on the part of our Church. They are merely
authorized to enter into negotiations with representa¬
tives from other bodies in the hope that some con¬

c e n s u s c a n b e a r r i v e d a t w h i c h m a y l a t e r r e c e i v e t h e
o f fi c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f e a c h C h u r c h b o d y.

“ I t r u s t t h a t y o u w i l l r e s p o n d f a v o r a b l y a n d t h a t t h i s c o n ¬
f e r e n c e m a y a c c o m p l i s h s o m e t h i n g g o o d f o r o u r L u t h ¬
e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a . ” .

All eight bodies of the Nat. Luth. Council were represented
at this meeting, and only those. The fol lowing resolut ions
w e r e u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d :

Resolved, that it is the sense of this group that acloser
organizational affiliation of the participating bodies in
t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l i s d e s i r a b l e a n d s h o u l d
be sough t by a l l p rope r means .

Resolved, that acommittee of fifteen be appointed by the
chairman in consultat ion with the general presidents
t o p r e p a r e a s t r u c t u r a l p l a n t h a t w i l l b r i n g a b o u t s u c h
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a f fi l i a t i o n .

Resolved, that this committee hold ameeting next fall to
r e c e i v e t h e r e p o r t o f t h e s u b c o m m i t t e e .

Present from our synod besides myself were Synod Sec¬
retary, Rev. Holger Nielsen, Chairman of the Church Rela¬
tion’s Committee, Rev. Erik K. Moller, who was on his way
to Chicago for the meeting with the ULCA committee, and
Chairman of the Board of Education for Grand View College,
Rev. Ottar S. Jorgensen. The Synod Board had approved the
selection of this committee and its participation in the meet¬
ing on the basis of the invitation from Dr. Bersell. It goes
w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t t h e c o m m i t t e e h a d a n d e x e r c i s e d n o
a u t h o r i t y t o c o m m i t o u r s y n o d t o a n y o f t h e s e r e s o l u t i o n s .

The committee of fifteen, of which Rev. Holger Nielsen
is amember, neither is an officially appointed group. It
met late in April and formulated some proposals that will be
taken up and discussed when the larger original committee
meets in the fall. The plan calls for whatever proposal or
plan emerges from the meeting this fall to be submitted to
the conventions of the synods next year.

I n t r a c i n g t h e s e q u e n c e o f t h e a b o v e e v e n t s I a m
that they have all been fully reported in Lutheran Tidings.
There have been no secret moves of any kind,
t h e l e s s , b r i n g i n g t h e p r o c e e d i n g s b e f o r e t h i s c o n v e n t i o n o f fi ¬
cially because they constitute part of what has transpired by
virtue of decisions made by your president and the Synod
Board during the past year. There are no proposals before
the convention as aresult of those meetings. The action of
participation in the venture described leading toward Luth¬
eran unity of some sort on the part of the Synod Board and
president is amatter that i t is in order to d iscuss. At i ts
recent meeting the Synod Board decided that its president
and secretary attend the meeting of the larger original group
this fall. Whatever comes out of that meeting will be placed
b e f o r e o u r c o n v e n t i o n n e x t

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 :

That we express our gratitude to God for His many
favors bestowed upon our synod, congregations, homes
and individuals during the last year undeservedly
our part and that we ask Him to continue us steadfa.st
in the faithful service of His church.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 2 :
That we confess our need for greater aid and

ishment by God’s Word and Spirit through means of
grace and fellowship of saints in order to commit our¬
selves wholly and unreservedly to the cause of His
k i n g d o m .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 3 :

That the convention go on record approving the partici¬
pation on the part of the synod president and board in the
Jan. 4Minneapolis meeting and the synod secretary’s ap¬
pointment and service on the committee of fifteen as
well as the further participation of the committee to meet
t h i s f a l l .

5 .

o n

a w a r e

I a m , n e v e r -

u s

y e a r .

o n

n o u r -< {

A s - s i f fi i m e n t t o A m s t e r d a m

It is not my intention to give acomplete report of the '
Amsterdam Assembly of the World Council of Churches here
Since Ihave already reported the most significant events tak¬
ing place there in Lutheran Tidings Sept. 20, and since I
have presented the report orally to 36 congregations includ¬
ing SIX district conventions, Ithink it would be repetitious
on my part to do so. Moreover, the Assembly at Amsterdam
has been widely featured in the daily press, periodicals, radio

O u r
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topics considered of foremost concern in today’s world by
the steering committee of the World Council.

V i s i t t o D e n m a r k

A f e w w o r d s c o n c e r n i n g m y v i s i t i n D e n m a r k I b e l i e v e
i s i n o r d e r . T h i s v i s i t w a s o n e o f c o n v e n i e n c e , b u t d u e t o
the brief period available, that of July 26 to August 19, too
quickly terminated. Pastor Blichfield arranged ameeting
at Liselund, Sjaelland, with the Committee in Denmark dis¬
cussing among other things the reception and entertainment
to be accorded the group which was at that time expected
to visit Denmark as members of the Christmas tour planned
by our Denmark Tour Commi t tee . Ia lso had occas ion to
meet prospective students of our seminary. Upon invitation
Itold an evening meeting at Liselund of the life and char¬
a c t e r o f t h e D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f A m e r i c a . I b r o u g h t
here the greetings to Denmark which the convention at Sol-
vang asked me to take along. The 90-year old founder of
Liselund, Pastor Niels Dael, accepted my greetings with evi¬
d e n t f o n d n e s s a n d a s k e d m e t o r e t u r n t h e m t o o u r C h u r c h .
T h e r e w e r e a n u m b e r o f f o r m e r m e m b e r s a n d p a s t o r s o f o u r
C h u r c h i n a t t e n d a n c e a t L i s e l u n d . T h e D a n i s h A m e r i c a n
L a d i e s ’ S o c i e t y a t C o p e n h a g e n a s k e d m e t o s p e a k t o a m e e t ¬
ing in Vartov, Copenhagen. Again there Imet a. number of
former pastors and members of our church. Ihad t ime to
vis i t only afew of these former pastors where they l ived.
Associating with those who formerly labored or lived among
us, Iwas constantly reminded of the pecul iar and int imate
c h a r a c t e r o f t h e f e l l o w s h i p e x p e r i e n c e d i n o u r D a n i s h L u t h ¬
e r a n C h u r c h . I t n e v e r s e e m s t o l o s e i t s h o l d u p o n t h o s e w h o
have once exper ienced i t .

B e l o w I a m p l a c i n g t h e a c c o u n t I w r o t e a n d h a d p u b l i s h e d
in Lu the ran Tid ings Oc tobe r 5 i ssue conce rn ing my v i s i t
to South Slesvig. The authorities at Washington did not give
me any sat is fac t ion when Iapp l ied for passpor t v isum to
S o . S l e s v i g i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e S o l v a n g C o n v e n t i o n .
I t h e r e f o r e w r o t e t o D r . A r i l d O l s e n i n B e r l m , l a t e r N u r n -
b e r g . I o w e h i m t h a n k s , f o r i t w a s t h r o u g h h i s i n t e r v e n t i o n
I w a s g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n t o s t o p o v e r i n t h e E n g l i s h a n d
A m e r i c a n z o n e s o n m y w a y t o H o l l a n d . D u e t o l a c k o f t i m e
Icould only visit So. Slesvig. Ido not have anything mater¬
ia l ly to add to the account of that v is i t wr i t ten af ter my
r e t u r n f r o m E u r o p e .

and newsreels. Iam having printed as supplementary mater¬
ial however, for permanent record, the constitution, and by¬
laws of the World Council, also astatement of policy adopted
by the Assembly. These two documents represent the official
position of the World Council and should be regarded as the
foundation upon which it is built and studied as such,
would be impossible for me to summarize the nature of the
World Counci l of Churches” become equal ly the object of
is done in the statement carrying that title.

May Iask tha t the above two documents become the
object of study of all our pastors and congregations. They
are highly essential. But may Ialso impress upon the minds
of the pastors and delegates, that the 95-page booklet en¬
titled “Findings and Decisions of the First Assembly of the
World Counci l of Ciurches” become equal ly the object of
study and understanding. (The constitution and by-laws as
we l l as t he “Na tu re o f Wor l d Counc i l ” a re j us t t he l as t pages
in that booklet). Ihave sent one copy of these to each one
of our ministers at the expense of the synod and Iearnestly
request that they be made the basis for study and discussion
in order that our congregations may learn to know the issues
as well as the thinking concerning these of the other churches
in the World Council. More copies can be had from the head¬
quarters of the World Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Ave.,
N e w Y o r k .

Ihope th is is not ' taken l ight ly or forgot ten. We need
t o a s s o c i a t e o u r s e l v e s w i t h t h e s e o u r f e l l o w c h u r c h e s i n m o r e
t h a n i n n a m e . W e a r e n o t m e r e l y i n t e r e s t e d i n h a v i n g t h e
n a m e o f o u r D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h e n r o l l e d w i t h o t h e r s ,
paying its apportioned part of the budget, sending adelegate
to its meetings, but we want to advance in understanding and
sharing of the causes and issues before all Christian churches
i n t h e W o r l d .

The Assembly at Amsterdam dealt with, the entire range of
i s s u e s c o n f r o n t i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h i n t h e o l o g y, s o c i o l o g y,
missions, family, race and international relat ions and in a
m o s t s e r i o u s a n d p r a c t i c a l w a y w i t h r e s p e c t t o r e f u g e e s a n d
displaced persons in Europe. The findings as recorded in
t h e b o o k l e t m e n t i o n e d a r e t h e r e s u l t s o f p r o f o u n d s t u d i e s ,
deep thinking and inspired discussions on the part of some
of the greatest leaders the churches have at the present time.
They should engage and challenge our thinking and discus¬
sions and guide us toward acommon Christian view of life.

T h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s d o e s n o t d e s i r e o r p l a n
any mergers of churches or aleveling process of dogmas and
doc t r i nes . I t does a im a t an i nne r un i t y roo ted i n the sav iou r -
hood of Christ and everything that may flow from such a
s p i r i t u a l a n d s a n c t i fi e d u n i t y .
Lutheran Church may go forward on the road of the kingdom
in the company of the World Council of Churches.

May Ialso call to the attention of the Convention that in
order to imp lement the po l i c ies o f the Wor ld Counc i l o f
C h u r c h e s o n t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l , i t w a s f o u n d d e s i r a b l e t o
organize in this country a“World Council of Churches;
Conference of U. S. member churches.” This was accom¬
plished March 21-22 at First Methodist Church under the
auspices of Bishop Bromley Oxnam and Dr. Franklin C. Fry,
b o t h o f fi c e r s o f t h e Wo r l d C o u n c i l . T h o s e i n a t t e n d a n c e w e r e
delegates or alternates having participated actively in the
Amsterdam Assembly. One of the main object ives of th is
organization was to make it possible for the World Council
leadership at Geneva to pass on to U. S. member churches
the study mater ial and topics decided upon. There are at
present three: 1. “The Bible and the Church’s Message to
the World,” 2. “Evangelism in the Modern Mass Society,” and
3. “Christ ian Action in Secular Society.” These studies wil l
be acon t i nua t i on o f t he s tud ies done p re l im ina ry to the
A m s t e r d a m A s s e m b l y a s w e l l a s a t t h a t A s s e m b l y a n d l a t e r
pub l ished in the la rge one vo lume ed i t ion or in the five
volume edition by Harper &Brothers. It would be of real
value to have anumber of ministers and laymen in our synod
e n t e r d i r e c t l y i n t o t h i s s t u d y. I s h a l l g l a d l y b e c o m e t h e
in termediary to tha t end. Ihave reason to be l ieve that a
good many of our ministers have the above mentioned edition
of “Man’s Disorder and God’s Design” in their possession.
N a t u r a l l y t h a t c o n s t i t u t e s t h e m o s t e x c e l l e n t t o o l i n p u r ¬
suing individually or in agroup the study of the issues and

I t

«■

V i s i t t o S o u t h S l e s v i g

D u e t o m u c h d e l a y i n g e t t i n g p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e A l l i e d
Military Control to enter South Slesvig or the British zone, I
had only acouple days to spend there on my way to Amster¬
dam. Pastor Kirkegaard Jensen, Slesvig, met me in Flens-
borg and took me directly to ameeting of the Danish Church
Council for South Slesvig. This consisted of seven members,
four clergy and three lay members. He was himself amem¬
b e r . S v e n d J o h a n s e n , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e S o u t h S l e s v i g Vo t e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n , r e c e n t l y r e c o g n i z e d a s a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y b y t h e
B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s , w a s a l s o a m e m b e r . T h e c h a i r m a n w a s
Pastor Petersen, Flensborg. There are at present 18 Danish
pastors in South Slesvig, all under the direction of Danish
Church in Foreign Lands (DKU).

A t t h i s m e e t i n g w a s d i s c u s s e d t h e m a t t e r o f L u t h e r a n
World Relief &Action help and the Danes in South Slesvig.
The distribution of the clothes, shoes and food is done under
the direct ion of the pastors of the Slesvig-Holstein Lands-
kirke, that is, acommittee with headquarters in Rendsborg.
The people attending the Danish church services have so
far been lef t outside this distr ibut ion. Upon quest ioning, I
f o u n d o u t t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e w e r e s t i l l m e m b e r s o f t h e S - H
L a n d s k i r k e a n d t h e r e f o r e s h o u l d h a v e t h e s a m e c a r e a s t h o s e
a t t e n d i n g t h e G e r m a n c h u r c h s e r v i c e s . F u r t h e r m o r e i t w a s
r e v e a l e d t h a t m o s t i f n o t a l l t h e h e l p r e n d e r e d w a s r e c e i v e d
b y t h e c h i l d r e n a n d t h e r e f u g e e s , n o t b e c a u s e t h e s e l a t t e r
people were l iked by either Germans or Danes, but simply
because they were the most needy. The members of the
Church Council also freely stated that the Danes in South
Slesv ig had rece ived more f rom Denmark than had been
rece ived f rom Lu the ran Wor ld Ac t i on . However, t h i s has
been changed by anew regulation going into effect Apri l 1
this year. This was to the effect that no more help should
come to the Danes south of the present border, because the

G o d g r a n t t h a t t h e D a n i s h
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Brit ish and Danish government had agreed that such help
constituted propaganda of akind that was unduly influencing
the Danes. These were in agreement with this new regula¬
t i o n , s i n c e t h e y w e r e e a g e r t o s h o w t h a t t h e D a n e s i n S o u t h
Slesvig did not turn Danish because of the help extended
from Denmark. In other words, they wanted to show that
the accusation made by the Gemians that they were “Speck
Danes” was wrong. At the present time Denmark helps feed
c h i l d r e n i n G e r m a n y t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r n a t i o n s a n d r e ¬
g a r d l e s s o f n a t i o n a l i t y.

The problem to solve was how to have all the people of
South Slesvig share in the American Help (as they call it.)
on an equal basis. Some of the pastors present thought
they had people that_were entitled to help, especially some of
the confi rman ts . They a l so knew o f t he hos t i l i t y o f t he
p a s t o r s o f t h e S - H L a n d s k i r k e t o w a r d a l l t h o s e w h o a t t e n d e d
t h e D a n i s h s e r v i c e s .

This problem was exactly the one Ihad been asked by
the convention at Solvang to investigate and report on. I
had t r i ed to find ou t wha t I cou ld abou t i t be fo re go ing
to South Slesvig. Ihad in my possession hundreds of thank
you letters to L. W. A. from people in those areas, nearly all
Refugees. 1suggested that the Danish pastors share in the
d i s t r i b u t i o n . T h e C h u r c h C o u n c i l s a i d t h a t t h e G e r m a n
pastors would never al low i t . Imaintained that they would
s imp l y have t o do so .

T h e n e x t d a y I v i s i t e d w i t h P a s t o r K i r k e g a a r d J e n s e n a t
Slesvig. We went to pay avisit to Pastor Tange of the S-H
Landskirke in Slesvig. He is really of Danish descent and
has shown friendliness to the Danish pastors, as in fact the
v e r y n e x t d a y g o i n g o n a f o u r w e e k s v a c a t i o n t o D e n m a r k .
He suggested r ight away that the Danish Church Counci l
request headquarters at Rendsborg to have its first pastor
( P a s t o r P e t e r s e n , F l e n s b o r g ) p r e s e n t a n d c o n s u l t e d w h e n e v e r
there was distr ibut ion of the American Help. Both Kirke¬
g a a r d J e n s e n a n d m y s e l f a g r e e d t h a t t h i s w a s w h a t s h o u l d
be done. Then the needy cases among the Danes could receive
t h e a t t e n t i o n t o w h i c h t h e y w e r e e n t i t l e d .

What we in our synod should do is to support L. W. A.
to the limit, since it is plain to all, even the Danes in South
Slesvig, that there is much need for such help many places
in Europe and that Germany itself must be helped back
among the na t ions tha t knows i tse l f to be .and tha t l i ves as a
Chr is t ian Nat ion . But as K i rkegaard Jensen sa id to
“We are doing all we can among the Danish population in
South Slesvig to restore the Christianity which the Nazis nearly
extinguished and which only the use of the Danish language
seems to be able to bring back to real life and force. We
know it is only part of amuch larger problem, for unless
Germany is restored as aChristian nation Europe wiU
tually be flooded by communism.” And that is the task and
the problem before us. It is to be hoped that German church
leaders as well as lay people can come to understand that
there is something more important to do than to oppose those
who bring to Danes in South Slesvig aliving Christian
sage and implement it intellectually and culturally through
schoo ls and soc ia l f unc t i ons .

The Church Council also expressed adesire for help from
Danes in America. Iexplained that according to my point
of view it would not be possible for the Synod to enter
directly into any support program in South Slesvig. As a
Free Church having no avowed program of anational or
cultural kind, it would not be able to gain favor for sup¬
porting such aone in South Slesvig. There was ready and
unanimous approval of this in the Council. It was then agreed
among us that support could and undoubtedly will be given
if an association of Danish Americans can be formed with
that objective in view. Such an association should not be
connected up with any political program, but rather have
its aim the support of church and school in South Slesvig. I
feel sure that this both can and should, be the step to take.
For the time being, and perhaps even in the event such an
association is formed, the help can be given through the
Danish organizations working for the South Slesvig cause.
Much gratitude was expressed by the members of the Council
for the help already extended to them from America.

The shadow darkening the present and future of South
Slesvig is the presence of the Refugees. In Flensborg there
IS atotal of 41,000 Refugees in atotal population of 103,000.
In many communities there are more Refugees than local
population. .Fears were expressed of what is going to happen
when these are given the franchise and will be voting in the
next election. These Refugees live in the same houses as
those who own these. They share the rooms, kitchens, etc.,
with the owners. Rumors were that soon the land would be
divided to give them the means of livelihood. Meanwhile both
German and Danes are working feverishly to have them dis¬
tributed throughout the rest of Germany. Nowhere are there
so many Refugees on apercentage basis as in South Slesvig.
It now seems certain that Denmark will soon see the last
remnants of it,.; ReCugGo.^i move South. But it must be re-
memhered that the question of what to do with the 12 million
Refugees mGermany is largely unsolved. The million or less
coming under the care of the International Refugee Organiza¬
tion and thus under United Nations care, is aminor problem.
The major portion of Refugees have come about because of
the infamous Potsdam treaty allowing countries like Poland
and Czechoslovakia to dispossess anyone of even the most
remote German ethnic origin of their property and drive
ttem away from their homes into areduced Germany. That

his gang were equally brutal is but scant relief.
The World Council at Amsterdam passed avery brief but
mIts aim very potent resolution demanding that the United
Nations accept responsibility, not only for the displaced per¬
sons from nations not enemy nations during the war, but
also for the ten times as great anumber of Refugees made
homeless through the agreements entered into between the
Allied and Russian diplomats at Potsdam.

There was but one mind at Amsterdam concerning the
problem of Refugees and it was, that it was the source of
more suffering and evil than war itself and aconstantly fes¬
tering sore as well as aweight of guilt upon the Christian
c o n s c i e n c e .

m e :

e v e n -

m e s ¬

a s

U p o n c o m i n g t o A m s t e r d a m I h a d a c o n f e r e n c e w i t h D r .
E u g e n G e r s t e n m a y e r , h e a d o f t h e e n t i r e G e r m a n D i s t r i b u ¬
tion System of L. W. A. help. The headquarters of this “Evan-

'ge l iche Hi l fswerk” is in Stutgar t t . Present were a lso Pastor
Mart in Dietr ich, L. W. A. fleldman in Germany. They were
both agreed that this was the way out, and both were going
directly to Flensborg from Amsterdam to participate in the
“Evangeliske Uge,” ajoint religious program lasting from
Sept. 7-12 in which both Danes and Germans share. It was
agreed among us that this problem would be solved while
these men were there. Iwrote Kirkegaard Jensen about i t
and Is incerely hope that i t wi l l be possible to have both
p a r t i e s c o o p e r a t e i n t h e f u t u r e .

It is easy for Danes to believe the Germans capable of
a l m o s t a n y u n c h r i s t i a n a t t i t u d e a n d a c t . I t w a s a a t u r a l J y
impossible for me while there for only acouple of days to
know anything definitely except through hearsay. I t seems
to me, however, that the best thing to do is to pay as little
attention to all the stories circulated trying to show up the
Germans in abad light and the Danes as fairly well angelic.
There is such atension and accumulated distrust, suspicion,
even hatred, that it would be impossible to judge fairly, even
if Ior anyone else from Danish American circles should try
to judge impartially. The thing to do is what it seems to
me the Danish pastors mainly are doing: Preaching and teach¬
ing the gospel to young and old, supporting all the Danish
public and private schools for children and adolescents, teach¬
ing confirmation classes and Bible classes and in general' do
the work the church would have its ministers do.
constructive work, which is badly needed. It should also be
understood, that at this time perhaps as many as 150,000 of
the 200,000 people inhabiting the South Slesvig territory
inclined to favor this work. The numbers given to me of
people attending Danish services and young people attending
confirmation classes were simply amazing and the voting of
Danes into office in most of the cities in South Slesvig by
whelming majorities show plainly that the Danish population
has made its choice. Icould not tell why but undoubtedly
the absence of real German control has something to do
w i t h i t .

T h i s i s a

a r e

o v e r -

Iwant to close this article by an appeal to the love and
as Christians have for the unfortunate

people of Euiope. Let us Danish Americans, regardless of
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c h u r c h a f fi l i a t i o n o r n o c h u r c h a f fi l i a t i o n b a n d t o g e t h e r t o
help the people of South Slesvig. They need our help and
i n t e r e s t b o t h r e l i g i o u s l y a n d c u l t u r a l l y. B u t l e t u s n o t f o r g e t
to support the work carried on through Lutheran World Re¬
l i e f a n d A c t i o n , a w o r k w h i c h i s g e a r e d i n t o a n d c o - o r d i n a t e d
w i t h t h a t o f t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s f o r t h e r e s u r ¬
r e c t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h o f J e s u s C h r i s t i n E u r o p e . L e t n o t
your love grow cold nor your hearts calloused. If ever there
w a s a c o n c e r n l a i d b e f o r e t h e C h r i s t i a n p e o p l e o f t h e w o r l d ,
th is is i t . Iwas great ly cheered by meet ing and l is tening
t o t h e m e n a t A m s t e r d a m , w h o d a y i n a n d d a y o u t d e a l w i t h
these problems at Geneva, Rev. Elfan Riis and Henry Carter
o f G r e a t B r i t a i n , R e v . H a r o l d S a n d b a e k o f D e n m a r k ( t h e
min i s te r who was f reed f rom the Ges tapo in Aarhus , when the
B r i t i s h b o m b e d t h e p r i s o n k i l l i n g a l l h i s c a p t o r s b u t f r e e i n g
h im) . Dr. Cockburn o f Sco t land as we l l as . ou r own incompar¬
a b l e D r . M i c h e l f e l d e r . M u c h o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n a t A m s t e r d a m
w a s r a t h e r t h e o r e t i c a l a n d i m p e r s o n a l , b u t t h e q u e s t i o n
o f g e t t i n g c l o t h i n g , f o o d , s h o e s a n d s u p p l i e s f o r t h e u n f o r -
a te m i l l i ons i n Cen t ra l Eu rope i s a t rag i c and as tagger ing ta . sk
f o r t h e s e m e n I h a v e m e n t i o n e d . I t w a s s t a r k r e a l i t y a n d
their words and voices spoke convincingly. We will be facing
much greater commitments for the purpose of either settling
R e f u g e e s a m o n g u s o r i n C a n a d a , S o u t h A m e r i c a o r e v e n
A u s t r a l i a . I t i s a p r o b l e m t h a t c a n n o t b e l e f t t o “ p r a c t i c a l
p o l i t i c i a n s . ” C h r i s t i a n p e o p l e m u s t s p e a k u p r e a l i z i n g w h a t
i t m e a n s t o b e n o t o n l y o u r b r o t h e r ’ s k e e p e r b u t a l s o o u r
b r o t h e r ’ s b r o t h e r .

S t a t e o f t h e S y n o d

A l though Ihave been p r i v i l eged to speak i n 43 o f ou r con¬
g r e g a t i o n s s i n c e t h e l a s t s y n o d c o n v e n t i o n , I w o u l d s t i l l h e s i ¬
t a t e t o a t t e m p t a n y e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e q u a l i t y o f s p i r i t u a l l i f e
o f o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n s . T h e s u p p o r t o f a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d o n
l o c a l l y a n d s y n o d i c a l l y h a v e i n m o s t r e s p e c t s b e e n o n a p a r
w i th l as t yea r ’s . I t i s eas ie r t o coun t up the i n te res t and de¬
v o t i o n b y c o u n t i n g t h e d o l l a r s c o n t r i b u t e d , b u t n o o n e w o u l d
b e w i l l i n g t o u s e t h a t a s a m e a s u r e m e n t .

T h e d i s t r i c t p r e s i d e n t ’ s r e p o r t s s h o w i n d e t a i l w h a t h a s
been done i n t he more consp i cuous way i n t he cong rega t i ons .
A n d t h e y c o n fi r m m y i m p r e s s i o n s o f a g r e a t m a n y i m p r o v e ¬
m e n t s t o c o n g r e g a t i o n a l p r o p e r t y b e i n g m a d e n e a r l y e v e r y ¬
w h e r e . N e w p a r s o n a g e s h a v e b e e n b u i l t a n d o t h e r s r e m o d ¬
e l e d . L i k e w i s e c h u r c h e s h a v e b e e n r e m o d e l e d a n d o t h e r s a r e
i n t h e p r o c e s s o f b e i n g r e l o c a t e d . I w o u l d l i k e t o i n t e r p r e t
such activity as atrue sign of an awakening interest in the
t h i n g s o f t h e S p i r i t , f o r w h y s h o u l d p e o p l e b u s y t h e m s e l v e s
w i t h m a t t e r s o f a C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h i f t h e y d o n o t h a v e a n y
personal use for i ts message.

The people who make up the membership of our churches
h a v e s h o w n a p r a i s e w o r t h y f a i t h f u l n e s s t o o u r c h u r c h e s . T h e
r e a s o n w h y w e h a v e b e e n a b l e t o h a v e s m a l l a n n e x c h u r c h e s
k e e p o n y e a r a f t e r y e a r i s f o u n d i n t h i s f a i t h f u l n e s s . T h e
place of worsh ip , the t rad i t iona l scene, the fe l lowship o f f r iends
h a v e t a k e n h o l d o f p e o p l e a n d t h e y c l i n g t o i t . I n m a n y
o t h e r c h u r c h e s p e o p l e h a v e f o u n d o u t l e t f o r t h e i r f a i t h f u l n e s s
i n i n v i t i n g o t h e r s t o w o r s h i p w i t h t h e m o r j o i n t h e m i n s o c i a l
d o i n g s . W e a r e o f t e n p r o n e t o e v a l u a t e t h e l i f e a n d w o r k o f
o u r c h u r c h e s i n t e r m s o f t h e m i n i s t e r s . T h e s e a r e i n d i s p e n ¬
sab le Ibe l i eve , bu t the lay peop le a re the ones who de te rm ine
t h e c h a r a c t e r a n d q u a l i t y o f t h e c h u r c h .

T h e r e i s o n e o b s e r v a t i o n I w a n t t o m a k e , b e c a u s e I a m
d i s t r e s s e d , p e r h a p s b e y o n d n e c e s s i t y . I t h i n k I a m n o t b e i n g
t o o i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e s c o p e o f m y a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h t h e
w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f o u r s y n o d , b u t t h e
f a c t i s , t h a t I h a v e b e e n p r e s e n t a t a g r e a t m a n y . A n d t h e
c o m p l a i n t I w a n t t o r e g i s t e r i s t h a t I d o n o t b e l i e v e t h e r e i s
one service conducted exactly like any other on any one Sun¬
d a y i n a n y o n e c h u r c h i n o u r s y n o d . I a m n o t r e f e r r i n g t o i n ¬
nocent substi tut ions of mere words or terms. Iam thinking
of the sequence of the various parts of the order of service. And
fu r t he rmore en t i r e pa r t s a re l e f t ou t o r r e l ega ted t o some ob¬
scure place, while some innovation of the minister takes prefer¬
ence. There is agreat deal o f confus ion. The confess ion of fa i th
may be said from the altar or the pulpit or not at all. The verse
fo l low ing may be the doxo logy o r the t rans la t ion o f the
one used i n t he Dan i sh se r v i ce . The re a re seve ra l t unes used
for th is verse. The Aposto l ic benedict ion may come af ter
the prayer f rom the pu lp i t ( i f any) o r a t the end o f the
serv ice, i f a t a l l . There are those min is ters who th ink i t
entirely proper to remodel the order of service for the com¬
m u n i o n , w e d d i n g s a n d f u n e r a l s , o r e v e n a d o p t o n e f r o m s o m e
o t h e r C h u r c h b o d y. I c o u l d m e n t i o n m a n y m o r e t h i n g s a l t o ¬
ge the r spe l l i ng con fus ion .

When Iarr ive some place to preach Iusual ly make i t a
point to confer with the minister and the organist in order
not to run into too many surprises. And they will still hap¬
pen. Where is the reason to be found for this confusion?
The ministers? To be sure, but why do they act up so dif¬
ferent ly? Somet imes Icannot ref ra in f rom remark ing about
t h e o d d c h a r a c t e r s o f a s e r v i c e I a m t o s h a r e i n , b u t t h e m i n ¬
is ter and somet imes a lso people usual ly answer; We l ike
i t t h a t w a y. C o u l d i t b e p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e m i n i s t e r s r e m o d e l
t h e i r o r d e r o f s e r v i c e a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p o p u l a r w h i m o f t h e
h o u r ?

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 4 :

T h a t t h e C o n v e n t i o n e x p r e s s i t s g r a t i t u d e t o G o d f o r
t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s a s a s t e p
toward deeper and truer Christian fel lowship and coop¬
erat ion. . Fur ther, that our membersh ip be gu ided in to
knowledge and appreciation of the views and principles
d i rec t i ng t he va r i ous member chu rches o f t he Wor l d Coun¬
c i l . I t i s a l s o r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d B y ¬
l a w s a s w e l l a s t h e s t a t e m e n t o f p o l i c y a d o p t e d b y t h e
A m s t e r d a m A s s e m b l y b e a f fi r m a t i v e l y r e c e i v e d .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 5 ;

T h e c o n v e n t i o n e n d o r s e s t h e i d e a o f a n a s s o c i a t i o n o f
i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s t o s u p p o r t t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d e d u c a t i o n a l
a s w e l l a s c u l t u r a l p r o g r a m c a r r i e d o n f r o m D e n m a r k i n
South Slesvig to be formed without the benefit or auspices
o f t h e S y n o d , s u c h a s s o c i a t i o n t o g i v e s t r o n g fi n a n c i a l
b a c k i n g t o t h i s p r o g r a m .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 6 :

T h a t w e c o n t i n u e a s h e r e t o f o r e o u r s u p p o r t o f L u t h .
W o r l d A c t i o n e x p e c t i n g t h e d i r e c t o r s o f t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f L u t h . W o r l d A c t i o n a n d R e l i e f s u p p l i e s t o e x e r c i s e t h e
utmost care that no partiality on account of nationality and
C h u r c h a f fi l i a t i o n b e a l l o w e d t o i n fl u e n c e s u c h d i s t r i b u ¬
t i o n . F u r t h e r t h a t t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f L u t h e r a n Wo r l d A c t i o n
a n d L u t h e r a n W o r l d R e l i e f i n t h i s c o u n t r y b e a s k e d t o

give assurance that this policy be not violated.
A c c o r d i n g t o a l e t t e r f r o m D r . N . C . C a r l s e n , p r e s i d e n t o f

the UELC, and acopy of a let ter sent to h im from Bishop
Fuglsang Damgaard, Copenhagen, it is now certain that the
bishop wi l l v is i t us in the fal l . The months of September
a n d O c t o b e r w i l l b e t h e t i m e . M r s . F u g l s a n g D a m g a a r d w i l l
accompany her husband on the trip. Whenever the exact date
f o r t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e b i s h o p i s k n o w n h i s t r a v e l s c h e d u l e
can be arranged. There wil l undoubtedly be alot of invita¬
t i o n s f r o m c h u r c h e s t h a t c a n n o t b e a c c o m m o d a t e d , s i n c e t i m e
w i l l n o t p e r m i t t h e b i s h o p v i s i t i n g a l l c h u r c h e s o f t h e t w o
synods.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 7 :

That the convention express its joy over the coming
v is i t by B ishop Fug lsang Damgaard and ex tend amos t co rd¬
ial welcome to him and Mrs. Fuglsang Damgaard.
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 8 ;

That al l congregat ions wishing to have the bishop’s
visit send such invitation to the synod president, further
that arrangement of the bishop’s itinerary be made by the
president of the synod together with the president of the
UELC and with the advice of the district presidents con¬
c e r n e d .

I d o t h i n k o n e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e c o n f u s i o n i s i n o r d e r .
When the Danish services were discontinued or replaced by
E n g l i s h , i t w a s f e l t t h a t i t w a s i n o r d e r t o m a k e c h a n g e s .
Apparently no real basis for changes was accepted by all.
There has been afailure somewhere along the training pro¬
cess of our ministry to give afundamental course in liturgies
a n d o r d e r s o f w o r s h i p s e r v i c e .

The worship sei ’v ice of acongregat ion is the one most
important hour in i ts l i fe . There are pr inc ip les under ly ing
such services which it is necessary to know in order to appre¬
ciate and pract ice. There are some object ive real i t ies in-
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v o l v e d w h i c h s h o u l d n o t b e i g n o r e d o r r e j e c t e d b y a n y
m i n i s t e r o r c o n g r e g a t i o n .

O t h e r s y n o d s h a v e a d o p t e d O r d e r s o f S e r v i c e w h i c h t h e y
f o l l o w i n g e n e r a l . A r e t h e m i n i s t e r s o f o u r s y n o d i n d i v i d ¬
u a l l y o f s u c h g r e a t s t a t u r e t h a t t h e y c a n n o t b e e x p e c t e d t o
use the same o rder o f se rv i ce i f such be agreed upon by the
c o n g r e g a t i o n s ? I t i s a m a t t e r t h a t r e q u i r e s m u c h s t u d y a n d
patient treatment. Iwas dismayed by the failure of the large
c o m m i s s i o n a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n i n D w i g h t , 1 9 4 2 , t o p r o d u c e
a n y t h i n g e x c e p t c o l l e c t s f o r t h e s e c o n d s e r i e s o f t e x t s . B u t
t h e c o n f u s i o n i s a t s u c h a v i t a l p o i n t t h a t I c a n n o t h e l p c a l l ¬
i n g i t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

P a s t o r a l S u p p l y
I t i s cus tomary t o repo r t t ha t t he re i s anumber o f cong re¬

g a t i o n s w i t h o u t m i n i s t e r s . I t m a y t h e r e f o r e c o m e a s a s u r ¬
p r i s e . t h a t a t t h i s t i m e e v e r y c h u r c h i n t h e s y n o d t h a t i s
u s u a l l y s e r v e d b y i t s o w n m i n i s t e r h a s s u c h a o n e . T h e o n l y
e x c e p t i o n i s Ta c o m a a n d o n e o f t h e r e a s o n s w h y i t h a s n o
m i n i s t e r i s t h a t i t h a s b e e n s e r v e d b y R e v. T h e u e r o f t h e
ALC, supe r in tenden t o f t he Puya l l up Lu th . O ld Peop le ’s Home.
Rev. C. P. Stockholm is serving Portland temporarily, Rev.
J. C. Aaberg likewise Bridgeport and Rev. V. S. Jensen, Kim-
bal l ton. Rev. Chas. Terrel l is finishing his col lege course
at University of Washington but is serving Enumclaw every
S u n d a y, a l t h o u g h h e r e s i g n e d a n d m o v e d t o S e a t t l e J a n . 1 .
I t i s t o b e h o p e d t h a t R e v . L . C . B u n d g a a r d w i l l m o v e t o
Ta c o m a a s i t s p a s t o r t h i s s u m m e r, w h i l e i t i s a l s o e x p e c t e d
t h a t R e v. H o l g e r A n d e r s e n , S e a t t l e , w i l l m o v e t o W i l b u r a n d
t a k e c h a r g e . T h e l a t t e r t w o c o n g r e g a t i o n s h a v e b e e n g r a n t e d
s o m e h e l p b y t h e H o m e M i s s i o n C o u n c i l . S i n c e R e v . H .
Juhl hqs resigned at Hampton, effective this fall, there are in
rea l i ty severa l congregat ions ca l l ing min is ters . I t i s s t i l l
true that we should have at least 12 students in the seminary
to take ca re o f rep lacemen ts and poss ib le new fu l l t ime ca l l s .
R e v . K a i K i r k e g a a r d J e n s e n , S l e s v i g , a c c e p t e d a c a l l f r o m
P e r t h A m b o y a n d m o v e d t h e r e a b o u t D e c . 1 . W e w e l c o m e
P a s t o r J e n s e n a n d f a m i l y i n t o o u r f e l l o w s h i p . R e v . V e r n e r
H a n s e n b e g a n s e r v i n g t h e N e w a r k c o n g r e g a t i o n O c t o b e r 1
a f t e r i t had so ld i t s o l d chu rch and bough t amuch be t t e r one .

A l t h o u g h I a m i n d o u b t a b o u t t h e a c t u a l n u m b e r o f m i n ¬
isters becoming available from the seminary next year and
the following years, Ido know that we need all we can get
and more. We need to have more of the young men from
o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n t a k e u p t h e m i n i s t r y . I t m a y b e t h a t t h e
m a t t e r p r e s e n t e d t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n i n t h e N o . 1 d i s c u s s i o n
topic has importance of far reaching significance. Perhaps
we have been deflat ing the importance of the minister in
our circles to the point where our young people shun the
m i n i s t r y . I h a v e n o t i c e d t h a t w h e r e t h e m i n i s t e r a n d h i s
work is being respected and well rewarded in acongregation
there is usually good attendance on Sunday and active shar¬
ing in the opportunities and duties of the congregation.

During the year several anniversar ies of congregat ions
h a v e t a k e n p l a c e . I n S e p t e m b e r C e n t r a l B e t h l e h e m L u t h ¬
e r a n C h u r c h , M u s k e g o n , M i c h . , c e l e b r a t e d i t s 7 5 t h
sary. Luther Memorial Church, Des Moines, Iowa, i ts 50th
anniversary April 24, Our Saviour’s Danish Lutheran Church,
Omaha, Nebr., its 75th anniversary May 1, and Immanuel’s
Lutheran Church, Troy, N. Y., will celebrate its 75th anniver¬
sary May 22. It was ajoy to be able to share the happy
memories and the spiritual fellowship with all of these faith¬
ful members of our synod on the anniversary date.

old ones at the rate of 2per cent per annum to be repaid
over areasonable number of years should have been $20,000.00
a t t h i s t i m e r a t h e r t h a n $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . N e v e r t h e l e s s w e a r e
g r a t e f u l f o r t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d b e c a u s e i n s o
doing i t helped to move forward the cause of God in our midst .

I a g r e e w i t h s y n o d t r e a s u r e r O l a f J u h l t h a t i t i s b e t t e r
to drop the quota system and ask for contributions, large and
small, without regards to astated quota.

T h e s y n o d b o a r d r e c e n t l y g r a n t e d a l o a n i n t h e a m o u n t
of $7,500.00 to St. Ansgar’s Church, Waterloo. It would have
b e e n s o m u c h m o r e h e l p f u l i f i t c o u l d h a v e b e e n t w i c e t h a t
a m o u n t .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 7 :

We rejoice in the many improvements taking place in
the congregations in the form of remodeling of churches
a n d p a r s o n a g e s , b u i l d i n g o f n e w o n e s , i n s t a l l a t i o n s o f n e w
organs, better equipment and facilities for Sunday Schools
a n d s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 8 :

We are grateful to the people of our synod for generous
s u p p o r t o f o u r c a u s e s w h i c h i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e l a s t s i x
yea rs have i nc reased f rom $158 ,928 .00 to $397 ,148 .00 . We
u r g e c o n t i n u e d i n c r e a s e i n s u c h s u p p o r t .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 9 :

I t is encouraging to note that the reported amount
paid in ministers’ salaries rose from atotal of $63,695.00
in 1942, $99,763.00 in 1947 to $114,608.00 in 1948. Since
it is stil l far from matching the increased cost of l iving
and driving automobile for the benefit of the congrega¬
tion, it is recommended that congregations establish expense
a c c o u n t s f o r m i n i s t e r s u s i n g t h e i r o w n c a r s i n t h e s e r v i c e
o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 0 :

That the New Board of Admiss ions, Ordinat ion and
Jurisdiction be asked to make astudy of existing practices
with respect to order of service and rituals and report
t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n i n n o t m o r e t h a n t h r e e
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 1 :

Tha t temporary serv ice to acongrega t ion by amin¬
ister as far as possible be avoided because the regular
relationship between aminister and acongregation in our
synod is best served by the issuing of aletter of Call to
minister and the acceptance of same by him.
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 2 :

That the quota assignment to the Church Extension
Fund be discontinued, but that the Stewardship Committ
be requested to find ways and means to encourage
t i n u e d c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h a t F u n d .

y e a r s .

a

e e

c o n -

H o m e M i s s i o n

Only afew years ago it was decided by the convention
attack the home mission problem with fresh courage and

renewed vigor. Iremember Ihave heard it said with quite
some emphasis by apastor of our synod now wi th
more that our church was begun as amission church and
d i d w e l l a s . s u c h .

t o

u s n o

I t gathered the Danish immigrants into
many churches large and small according to circumstances.
This direction was interrupted when we became involved in

From that time on we spent most of

a n n i v e r -

b u i l d i n g a s c h o o l ,
energy on the school. Missions consequently suffered.

No one wants to see either of these two objectives

o u r

n e g ¬
lected, and rightly viewed we need astrong school for min¬
isters in order to pursue avigorous home mission policy.

Although it looked acouple of years ago as though there
would be too few ministers with which to take up added
home mission work the situation looks better today. Besides
the work going forward well and steady at Hay Springs,
Nebr., and the work at Canwood, Sask., Bethesda congregation
at Newark, N. J., last year called its own resident minister
for the first time in its 35 years of existence. By moving
into larger and better quarters anew parsonage was also
obtained where the new minister and his family could live.
The reports from Rev. Verner Hansen sound -
aging, new members are being added, attendance at
is increasing and activities have just been completed making
the former Baptist church more suitable for aLutheran con¬
gregation. May God’s blessing continue to prosper the work
t h e r e .

I r e g r e t ,
however, Ifound it impossible to share in the Muskegon cele¬
b r a t i o n .

C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F u n d

It has now been tried for two years to collect $1.50
contr ibut ing member to the Church Extension Fund,
treasurer reports that 39 congregations or about 50 per cent
have completed their quotas. Several complaints have been
heard about not understanding what this fund was intended
f o r . I r e a l i z e t h a t t h e p r o m i s e d f o l d e r h a s n o t b e e n

p e r
T h e

p r o ¬

duced. Perhaps the Stewardship Committee will fill this
need. But Ido regard the purpose fairly well explained at
various times in Lutheran Tidings as well as at synodical
and district conventions. The plea not to understand
related to an unwillingness to contribute. This rotating fund
designed to be loaned to congi-egations improving their
churches or parsonages, building new ones or relocating the

v e r y e n c o u r -
s e r v i c e s

s e e m s

During this winter and spring the Home Mission Council
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has received applications for help from several congregations
a n d d e c i d e d t o h e l p t h e m . A s a r e s u l t i t a p p e a r s n o w t h a t
Ta c o m a a g a i n w i l l h a v e i t s o w n r e s i d e n t m i n i s t e r f r o m o u r
synod and we all pray earnestly it will mean arenewed life
a n d g r o w t h f o r t h i s c h u r c h . A n o t h e r r e s u l t i s t h a t W i l b u r
e x p e c t s t o h a v e i t s fi r s t r e s i d e n t m i n i s t e r i n o v e r 3 0 y e a r s .
T h e H o m e M i s s i o n C o u n c i l i n p r o m i s i n g s u p p o r t i n t h e
amount o f $50.00 amonth to Tacoma, $85.00 amonth to
Wilbur is placing aheavy burden on the home mission budget,
w h i c h b e f o r e t h i s c a r r i e s a b u r d e n o f $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 a m o n t h f o r
Hay Springs, $65.00 amonth for Canwood and $100.00 to
Newark. Nysted, Nebr., has also applied for and been prom¬
ised help. For some years it has shared minister with Cozad.
I t n o w p l a n s o n h a v i n g i t s o w n r e s i d e n t m i n i s t e r . T h e r e h a s
b e e n a s a t i s f a c t o r y r e c o v e r y s i n c e t h e d e p r e s s i o n a n d d r a u g h t
d a y s o f t h e t h i r t i e s a n d a n i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t i s a l s o p r o m ¬
i s e d . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s g r e a t h o p e s f o r t h e f u t u r e a n d
d e s i r e s t o r e g a i n i t s f o r m e r p o s i t i o n o f s p i r i t u a l i n fl u e n c e i n
t h e c o m m u n i t y . R e c e n t l y t h e c h u r c h b u i l t i n 1 9 1 3 i n L o g a n
t o w n s h i p , H o w a r d c o u n t y, b u t s t a n d i n g u n u s e d a n d i n a s a d
s t a t e o f d e t e r i o r a t i o n w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e m b y v i r t u e o f a
d e c i s i o n m a d e b y t h e S y n o d B o a r d . T h e L o g a n p e o p l e w e r e
happy to see this done, since only two or three of the former
c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h e r e w e r e s t i l l l i v i n g . T h e N y s t e d a n d W i l b u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d a l s o t o a c q u i r i n g p a r ¬
s o n a g e s .

T h e p r o p o s e d b u d g e t s h o w s w h a t i s n e e d e d f o r t h i s y e a r.
T h e H o m e M i s s i o n C o u n c i l h a s b e e n i n fl u e n c e d b y t h e f a v o r ¬
a b l e r e c e p t i o n g i v e n t h e p l a n p r o p o s e d a f e w y e a r s a g o a c ¬
c o r d i n g t o w h i c h a s m a n y a s p o s s i b l e o f t h e h i t h e r t o s m a l l
congregations served as annexes to larger congregations should
be aided in order to grow into full time calls. We seem to
b e o n o u r w a y. M a y G o d g i v e u s s t r e n g t h t o c o n t i n u e a n d
c o m p l e t e t h e j o b .

A n o t h e r “ h o m e m i s s i o n ” j o b w a s f o u n d f o r o n e o f o u r
m in i s te r s l as t yea r. I t was t he du t i es o f ca r i ng f o r t he peop le
a t t h e O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e i n D e s M o i n e s . R e v . a n d M r s .
M i k k e l s e n t o o k o v e r t h e s e d u t i e s a b o u t O c t o b e r 1 . T h e r e
c a n b e n o q u e s t i o n b u t t h a t t h i s i s t r u l y a p l a c e t o b e fi l l e d
b y a m i n i s t e r . I f i n d u e t i m e a n o t h e r s e c t i o n i s a d d e d t o t h e
O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e w e w i l l h a v e s t i l l m o r e r e a s o n t o b e
happy that Rev. Mikkelsen and Mrs. Mikkelsen can provide
t h e s p i r i t u a l c a r e w e o w e t h e o l d p e o p l e a t t h e H o m e .

A f u r t h e r w o r d s h o u l d b e a d d e d a b o u t t h e C a n w o o d s i t u ¬
a t i o n . A s a r e s u l t o f a v i s i t m a d e t h e r e l a s t f a l l i t w a s d e ¬

c i d e d b y t h e H o m e M i s s i o n C o u n c i l t h a t i t w o u l d b e w r o n g
a s c o n d i t i o n s a r e a t p r e s e n t e i t h e r t o t u r n t h e fi e l d o v e r t o
a n o t h e r L u t h e r a n s y n o d o r t o g i v e i t u p a l t o g e t h e r . E v e n
though ou r chu rch the re i s sma l l i t i s s t i l l s t rong compared to
t h e o t h e r g r o u p o f L u t h e r a n s i n t h e v i c i n i t y . O u r p e o p l e
t h e r e d e s i r e e a r n e s t l y t o b e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h u s . T h e y h a v e
c o m e t o k n o w o u r s y n o d a n d o u r m e n a n d f e e l a t h o m e w i t h
u s . I t m a y b e t o o p r a c t i c a l a w a y t o l o o k a t i t , b u t i t s e e m s
t o t h e m a s t o u s t h a t w e h a v e i n v e s t e d o v e r t h e y e a r s t o o
m u c h m o n e y a n d c a r e a n d i n t e r e s t t o d i s c o n t i n u e s e r v i n g
t h e m . T h e y a r e w e l l c a r e d f o r b y R e v. V i l h e l m L a r s e n , b u t
i t i s r ecogn i zed by t hem as - we l l as by h im , t ha t as soon as
possible achange of minister should be made in order ' for
t h e w o r k t o b e c a r r i e d o n i n b o t h l a n g u a g e s . W e a r e t h i s
year reducing our support $10.00 monthly and ask that the
Canwood people take over that added responsibility.

I t s e e m s c e r t a i n t h a t n o o r g a n i z e d w o r k c a n b e c o n t i n u e d
at the other places, Mayfair, Melfort and Clouston, although
there s t i l l are some fami l ies that would apprec ia te be ing
s e r v e d o c c a s i o n a l l y b y R e v . L a r s e n a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o
c o u n t t h e m s e l v e s a m o n g t h o s e b e l o n g i n g t o o u r c h u r c h .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 3 :

Tha t t he advances made and con temp la ted by t he Home
M i s s i o n C o u n c i l b e a p p r o v e d a n d t h a n k s b e o f f e r e d f o r
b less ings God has shed upon the work in the va r ious home
m i s s i o n fi e l d s .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 4 :

To ask the Stewardship Commit tee to prepare asmal l
fo lder se t t ing fo r th our home miss ion ob l iga t ions and
opportunit ies and that acertain Sunday be set aside as
home mission Sunday and an offering accepted for home
m i s s i o n o n t h a t d a y.

D e b t R e t i r e m e n t

One o f t he ma jo r financ ia l comp l i ca t i ons a r i s i ng ou t o f t he
f a i l u r e o f t h e s y n o d t o r a i s e t h e s u f fi c i e n t f u n d s w i t h w h i c h
to pay for the unforseen inflated costs pf the building pro¬
g r a m o f G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e w a s a d e b t o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$ 3 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 r e p o r t e d t o t h e l a s t s y n o d c o n v e n t i o n . W h e n ,
h o w e v e r , t h e fi n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m t h e s y n o d a s w e l l a s
f rom the c i t y o f Des Mo ines d r i ve were rece ived i t had shrunk
s o m e . T h e c o n v e n t i o n a t S o l v a n g d e c i d e d t o p u t i t o n a n
a m o r t i z a t i o n p l a n e x p e c t i n g t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e s y n o d
t o c o l l e c t $ 1 . 0 0 p e r c o n t r i b u t i n g m e m b e r a n n u a l l y f o r fi v e
years and Ihus a t the end o f five years have the deb t re t i red .
T h e s y n o d t r e a s u r e r ’ s r e p o r t s h o w s t h a t e v e n t h o u g h s o m e
spec ia l l y l a rge amoun ts we re rece i ved t he p ro j ec ted $7 ,000 .00
w a s n o t c o l l e c t e d . A t o t a l o f $ 5 , 7 5 2 . 0 5 o n l y w a s r e c e i v e d .

A t t h e S y n o d B o a r d m e e t i n g l a s t f a l l i t w a s d e c i d e d t o
invest iga te the poss ib i l i t y o f p lac ing the loan wi th aDes
M o i n e s b a n k i f a f a v o r a b l e r a t e o f i n t e r e s t c o u l d b e s e c u r e d

a n d o f f e r i n g a m o r t g a g e i n s o m e o f t h e p r o p e r t i e s o w n e d b y
t h e G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e E n d o w m e n t F u n d a n d l o c a t e d i n D e s
M o i n e s a s s e c u r i t y . T h e l o a n h a s s o f a r b e e n f r o m a b a n k
i n M i n n e a p o l i s a t 4 p e r c e n t w i t h s o m e o f o u r s t o c k s h e l d
by the bank as co l la te ra l fo r the loan .

A l o a n i s n o w b e i n g a r r a n g e d * w i t h a D e s M o i n e s b a n k a t
3 % p e r c e n t p e n a n n u m f o r fi v e y e a r s w i t h $ 3 , 6 0 0 . 0 0 b e i n g
r e p a i d e v e r y y e a r. A t t h e e n d o f fi v e y e a r s i t s h o u l d b e p o s ¬
s i b l e t o r e n e w s a t i s f a c t o r y a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h t h e b a n k f o r
c o n t i n u i n g t h e l o a n u n t i l r e t i r e d .

The Synod Board plans to pay interest and principal of
the loan out of the income obtained from the operation of
the propert ies known as the Kingman and Thir ty-first St. '
Duplexes and the Thriftway Ingersoll store. At present these
properties have been depreciaed $1,900.00 annually, which
means that this amount has been turned back from earnings
into capital eWy year before the remaining earnings have
been remit ted to meet the p ledged amount on the synod
budget in favor of the College. The properties in question
a re a l r eady dep rec i a ted f a r be l ow t he i r ac tua l va l ue , and i t i s
q u i t e d e f e n s i b l e i n t h e o p i n i o n o f t h e S y n o d B o a r d a n d t h e
fi n a n c e a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e t o u s e t h e d e p r e c i a t i o n a m o u n t
for anumber of years for the purpose outlined. The $3,600.00
will have to be taken out of the earnings of the properties
mentioned, including the $1,900.00, and it will naturally re¬
duce the amounts available for the College from the Endow¬
ment Fund to that extent. It is the conviction, however, of the
Synod Board that it will nevertheless be possible to have the
C o l l e g e E n d o w m e n t F u n d f u r n i s h t h e p l e d g e d a m o u n t t o t h e
Co l l ege on t he synod budge t .

S i n c e t h e c o n d i t i o n o n w h i c h t h e a b o v e d e s c r i b e d l o a n
h a s b e e n o b t a i n e d s p e c i fi c a l l y s t a t e s t h a t a m o u n t s o v e r a n d
above the stipulated semi-annual amount of $1,800.00 can be
used in paying off the loan at any interest paying date, we
need not stop collecting money for the Debt Retirement Fund.
There are churches that are in the process of collecting money
for this purpose. Others have placed them in their budgets.
Let us continue our Debt Retirement Fund. Ido believe, that
it will be wiser to also discontinue the quota system for this
cause. It will be possible perhaps to have better response,
if it is not found compulsory of nature.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 5 :
That the plan for retir ing the debt accumulated from

the building program at Grand View College and pre¬
s e n t e d a b o v e b e a p p r o v e d , w h i l e w e s t r i v e t o c o l l e c t a s
much»money as possible to hasten the day when the debt
w i l l b e p a i d .

L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C h u r c h

The Church located across the street from Grand View
College was originally built by funds collected from all over
the synod. Luther Memor ia l congregat ion, then known as
the St . John’s Danish Lutheran congregat ion, turned over
its building fund of approximately $1,200.00 to $1,300.00 and one
building lot to the synod and was in turn granted the right
of using the church for its services and doings,
keep the church in repair and al low for aspecified amount
of use of the Church by the College.

During the years the congregation did this. When costs
became exceedingly high following the war the synod board

I t w a s t o
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a g r e e d t o p a y a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f t h e e x p e n s e s o f u p k e e p .
I t s h a r e d t h e c o s t o f p a i n t i n g t h e c h u r c h i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e .
I t a l s o t o o k o v e r t h e c o s t o f i n s u r a n c e .

F a c i n g t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f t h e p r e s e n t s t o k e r f e d f u r n a c e
w i t h a n e w a n d r h o r e m o d e r n h e a t i n g s y s t e m , t h e q u e s t i o n
w a s a g a i n r a i s e d a s t o w h o w a s t o p a y a n d h o w m u c h . A f t e r
s o m e d i s c u s s i o n t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n w a s p r e p a r e d b y
t h e L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C h u r c h a n d p r e s e n t e d t o t h e S y n o d
B o a r d a s i t s r e c e n t m e e t i n g a n d a c c e p t e d :

R e a l i z i n g t h a t c o n d i t i o n s h a v e c h a n g e d a n d a l s o t h e
a b i l i t y o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n t o p a y h a s g r e a t l y i m p r o v e d
s i n c e t h e l a s t a g r e e m e n t c o n c e r n i n g t h e u p k e e p o f L u t h e r
M e m o r i a l w a s m a d e , L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C o n g r e g a t i o n h e r e ¬
b y m a k e s t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o p o s a l t o t h e S y n o d B o a r d :

. “ L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C o n g r e g a t i o n h e r e b y a g r e e s t o d e ¬
f r a y t h e e x p e n s e s o f t h e u p k e e p o f t h e b u i l d i n g , s u c h a s
h e a t , l i g h t , j a n i t o r s e r v i c e , a n d a l l o r d i n a r y r e p a i r s , e x ¬
c e p t m a j o r s t r u c t u r a l r e p a i r s .

“ T h a t t h e o t h e r b a s i c a g r e e m e n t s a n d r i g h t s b e t w e e n
t h e s y n o d a n d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n r e m a i n u n a l t e r e d . ”
A r e q u e s t m a d e b y t h e C o l l e g e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h r o u g h

t h e B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n o f t h e C o l l e g e t o t h e S y n o d B o a r d
● f o r t h e t e m p o r a r y u s e o f t h e C h u r c h b a s e m e n t d u r i n g fi v e

f o r e n o o n s o f t h e w e e k i n t h e s c h o o l s e a s o n w a s r e c o m m e n d e d
f o r a c c e p t a n c e t o t h e n e x t q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g o f t h e c o n g r e ¬
g a t i o n .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 6 :
T h a t t h e a g r e e m e n t r e a c h e d b e t w e e n t h e L u t h e r M e m ¬

o r i a l C o n g r e g a t i o n a n d t h e S y n o d B o a r d c o n c e r n i n g t h e
f u t u r e u p k e e p o f t h e L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C h u r c h b e a p ¬
p r o v e d .

by the congrega t ions o f the synod loca l l y and repor ted by the
stat ist ic ian, $323,905.00, we get atotal of $423,785.92 or $28.98
p e r c o n fi r m e d m e m b e r .

I t w i l l b e n o t i c e d t h a t I d o n o t u s e t h e fi g u r e s s u p p l i e d
b y t h e s y n o d i c a l s t a t i s t i c s , w h e n i t c o m e s t o c o n t r i b u t i o n s
for synodical causes. Iuse instead those reported and audited
b y t h e t r e a s u r e r s t h e m s e l v e s . T h e r e a s o n i s t h e d e p l o r a b l e
one, that the figures reported by the congregations for their
synodical contributions are entirely inadequate even to the
d e g r e e t h a t I q u e s t i o n t h e a d v i s a b i l i t y o f p u b l i s h i n g t h e m .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 7 :

T h a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n p a s s a r e s o l u t i o n t o b e s p r e a d o n
t h e m i n u t e s e x p r e s s i n g t h e a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d g r a t i t u d e o f
t h e s y n o d f o r t h e d e v o t e d a n d u n s e l fi s h s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d
b y t h o s e w h o a d m i n i s t e r , m a n a g e a n d s e r v e t h e i n s t i t u ¬
t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s a n d m i s s i o n s o f t h e s y n o d . M o s t o f a l l
that we give thanks to God for His guidance of our work
a n d H i s b l e s s i n g .

( (

S t e w a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e

Due to delay on the part of the Synod Board the Steward¬
ship Committee did not get into action at avery early date.
Abrief report of its activities is found elsewhere in this Report.
The Synod Board places great confidence in the abil i ty of
the Stewardship Committee to provide the necessary material
for the promotion of our causes. The Synod Board did not
take the creation of this committee as asign that the Synod
d e e m e d t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e S y n o d B o a r d a n d D i s t r i c t P r e s i ¬
dents for insufficient in raising the means for the synodical
work, but rather as an added help in educating our people
as to the i r ob l igat ions, oppor tun i t ies and ways o f g iv ing
increased support. The Synod Board expects to work hand
in hand with the Stewardship Committee and plans for that
purpose ameeting with it the day the Convention opens.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 8 :
That the appointment for an indefinite period of Rev.

F. O. Lund, Rev. Ove R. N ie lsen and Mr. B . P. Chr is tensen
a s S t e w a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e b e a p p r o v e d a s w e l l a s t h e
p l a n s f o r t h e w o r k o f t h e C o m m i t t e e .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n N o . 1 9 :

A s p e c i a l t h a n k s t o b e e x t e n d e d t o M r s . M a r i e J e n s e n
at the Old People’s Home for the setting up of the
$3,500.00 trust fund in favor of various funds belonging to
the Synod .

Fur thermore that Mr. F iner Kramme be commended
and thanked for starting up the G. V. C. Building Fund
w i t h a $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 c o n t r i b u t i o n .

F i n a n c i a l C o n d i t i o n

T h e fi n a n c i a l c o n d i t i o n o f t h e s y n o d c a n b e c o n s i d e r e d
very good even though the reported debt be taken into con¬
s i d e r a t i o n . T h e r e p o r t s f r o m t h e v a r i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s s h o w
c o m f o r t a b l e b a l a n c e s c a r r i e d i n t h e t r e a s u r i e s i n c o m p a r i s o n
w i th t he ob l i ga t i ons accep ted . Good ca re i s t aken a t a l l t hese
i n s t i t u t i o n s t o k e e p t h e m i n g o o d r e p a i r i n o r d e r t o f u r n i s h
t h e m a x i m u m u s e f o r t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p u r p o s e s . T h e S y n o d
o w e s a d e b t o f g r a t i t u d e t o m a n y v o l u n t e e r w o r k e r s a s w e l l
a s t o t h o s e w h o s e e n t i r e t i m e i s t a k e n u p w i t h t h e c a r e o f
o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The Synod Funds have y ie lded more than ever dur ing
t h e l a s t y e a r . T h i s i s u n d o u b t e d l y d u e t o t h e s h i f t i n f a r m s
from South Dakota to Iowa, the investment in greater amounts
in farm properties and the efficient management of these by
Mr. J. J. Kyhl, chairman of the Finance Advisory Compiittee.
Again we wi l l not forget to be thankfu l for wel l d i rected
e f f o r t s a n d s e r v i c e f a r b e y o n d w h a t c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d .

I n o r d e r t o g i v e a n a c c u r a t e s u r v e y o f w h a t h a s b e e n
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e v a r i o u s a p p r o v e d c a u s e s , i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d
a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e S y n o d d u r i n g t h e l a s t y e a r I h a v e t a k e n
the trouble of lifting the income figures as reported by the
t r e a s u r e r s o f t h e s e a f t e r p r o p e r a u d i t s h a v e b e e n m a d e . A l l
except the fol lowing are for the fiscal year of the Synod:
Eben-Ezer Mercy Institute, Santal Mission, Seamen’s Mission,
a n d C h i c a g o C h i l d r e n ’ s H o m e . T h e s e f o l l o w t h e c a l e n d a r
year of 1948.

Synod Budget, 1948-49
E b e n - E z e r M e r c y I n s t i t u t e _
Luth. World Action

A m e r i c a n B i b l e S o c i e t y —
Santal Mission
O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e ( D . M . )
Seamen’s Mission, N. Y.
W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y _
C h i c a g o C h i l d r e n ’ s H o m e _ _
Jubilee Fund 
Debt Retirement Fund

G . V. C . B u i l d i n g F u n d
M a r i e J e n s e n T r u s t F u n d -

I n M e m o r i a m

The Synod Necrologist has not this year supplied me with
alist of names of those departed from among our midst and
gone home to rest. Itherefore will not attempt to name
certain individuals, but we will at the convention stop
proceedings for abrief moment and silently let our thoughts
d w e l l w i t h t h o s e w h o a r e w i t h u s n o m o r e a n d w h o m
remember most vividly.

Ido find it proper to mention that one of the truest and
most devoted friends and members that ever belonged to
our synod, Mr. S. N. Nielsen, passed away last winter at the
ripe old age of 90. It is not necessary to enumerate all the
services he rendered the synod or the gifts he made to it.
Icould not do it, if Iwanted to, for they far
knowledge about them,
as we meet in Greenville and will want to express also there
in some way to his children and their families the love and
respect with which we held their father and grandfather.

P r o p o s a l F r o m D i s t r i c t S e v e n

That the Danish Evangel ical Lutheran Church of Amer¬
ica change the existing by-laws regarding the allocation of
the district’s share of the synodical budget upon the congre¬
gations so as to permit allocation according to willingness
and capacity to pay, in conformity with the method used in
allocating the budget upon the district.

To p i c s f o r D i s c u s s i o n

During the last few years it had become customary for
those—congregations or individuals—who wanted to bring
issues directly to the floor of the convention to make

o u r

w e

$37,473.84
2 7 3 . 2 4

.24 ,734 .81
3 8 . 0 3

10,581.02
12^.75

1,399.53
3,708.17
1,409.59
3,685.00
5 , 7 5 2 . 0 5
3,000.00
3,500.00

s u r p a s s m y
We w i l l h a v e h i m i n o u r m i n d s

T o t a l $99,880.92
I f we wan t t o compare i t t o wha t o the r chu rches con t r i bu te

i t s h o u l d b e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e a b o v e a m o u n t s c o n s t i t u t e
acontr ibution of $6.83 per confirmed member of the synod
for 1948 benevolences. If we add the total amounts expended u p -
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Let us, for the sake of understanding, take another

relationship: That between man and man on earth.
Suppose two men have entered into an agreement
with each other, and now each one wants to make
s u r e w h e t h e r o r n o t h e h a s r e m a i n e d f a i t h f u l i n t h a t

resolutions enumerating the reasons and arguments in favor
o f t h e p r o p o s a l s i n l e n g t h y a n d n u m e r o u s w h e r e a s e s .

Realizing that such away of substantiating aproposal to
t h e c o n v e n t i o n w a s n e v e r i n t e n d e d b y t h e p r o v i s i o n i n t h e
synod constitution permitting access of topics for discussions
directly to the floor of the convention by members or member
congregations of the synod, Itook another look at the clause agreement. Must he not ask himself: What are the
in the constitution in question. It permits nothing more or ^ords of the agreement? And have Iremained faith¬
less than topics for discussion to be admitted to the floor of
t h e c o n v e n t i o n u p o n s i x w e e k s p r i o r n o t i c e . I h a v e c o n s e ¬
quent ly th is year enforced said provis ion and remodel led
resolutions submitted so as to conform. No other topics or the relationship with his friend,
reso lu t ions have been sent to me than the three p laced be low.

T h e r e p o r t s t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n f r o m t h e c o m m i t t e e s a p ¬
p o i n t e d l a s t y e a r w i t h t h i s i n v i e w a r e f o u n d b e l o w a l s o .
L i k e w i s e a r e t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c h a n g e s v o t e d f o r t h e fi r s t
time last year and due to be passed again this year.

I n C l o s i n g

f u l i n t h e s e w o r d s ? I f h e h a s t h e n h e w i l l k n o w i n
h i s h e a r t o f h e a r t s t h a t h e h a s r e m a i n e d f a i t h f u l i n

Now the question, therefore is: Is there aWord
i n a n d w i t h w h i c h G o d h a s e n t e r e d i n t o t h e r e l a t i o n ¬
ship of Father to child with each one of us? Of the
answer to this question we in the Danish Lutheran
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a n e e d n o t b e i n d o u b t . W i t h u s
the congregation is required to sponsor every bap¬
tism at the Font which is where this relationship is
entered into. The congregation thus required to hear
and to know the Word which the ministfer, as the
mouthpiece of the congregation, gives to the child in
question and answer form. Moreover, as aconfes¬
sion of our common faith we say this Word aloud to¬
gether at every service in our churches. Every mem¬
ber knows, or can know what this Word is. We call
i t t h e W o r d o f R e n o u n c i a t i o n a n d F a i t h . F o r s h o r t
Paul calls it The Word of Faith (Rom. 10).

I s n o t t h i s t h e W o r d a b o u t w h i c h t h e i n d i v i d u a l
C h r i s t i a n m u s t a s k h i m s e l f i f h e w a n t s t o b e c e r t a i n
that God still is his loving Father, and he God’s child?
Suppose he has fallen into doubt as to God’s forgive¬
ness of his sins, must he not go back to the Word of
G o d t o h i m w h e n G o d t o o k h i m t o b e G o d ’ s c h i l d
and asked him personally: Do you renounce the devil
———? Do you believe in God ? D o y o u
believe in the forgiveness of sins? What can be more
decisive for aperson than the fact that before God
in the new birth gave him life out of his own eternal
life, he expressly demanded this person’s “Yes, Ido,’’
to the question: “Do you believe in the forgiveness
of sins?” Is that not the touch-stone and all deciding
answer to the question: Am Istill achild of God?
Do Ihave the forgiveness of my sins? Am Istill in
the relationship to God which he has established with
m e ? C a n t h e s i n - b u r d e n e d s o u l c o m e a n y n e a r e r t o
an answer f rom h im who a lone has power to for¬
give sins on earth?

Someone will say, But the Bible! He should go
to the Bible. He should read there, that even though
we are faithless, yet is God faithful. He should read
where Jesus says to the man, sick of the palsy, “Son,
be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.” Then
would he have amore sure and certain answer that
his sins were forgiven.

A n d w o u l d h e ? —
W h e n m a n f a l l s i n t o d o u b t a s t o w h e t h e r G o d c a n

forgive his great sin, is not the cry of his heart the
same as that of Luther: "My sin, my sin, my sin?” If
so, then how can he be sure that his sins are forgiven
because Jesus forgave the sins of the man sick of the
palsy? Will not the tempter, when he comes again,
say to him: Jesus forgave the sins of the man sick of
the palsy, but how do you know that he has forgiven
your sins? Will anything but aWord from him who
has power to forgive sins on earth, directly addressed
to this man by name, suffice to put the tempter, Satan,

I n c l o s i n g t h i s r e p o r t I a s i n f o r m e r y e a r s e x t e n d m o s t
h e a r t f e l t t h a n k s t o t h e f e l l o w m e m b e r s o n t h e S y n o d B o a r d
a n d F i n a n c i a l A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e . I t w o u l d s e e m t h a t t h i s
t e a m w i l l b e b r o k e n u p f o r g o o d i f t h e p r o p o s e d a c t i o n g o e s
t h r o u g h e n l a r g i n g t h e S y n o d B o a r d , o r a t l e a s t s u c h h a v e
b e e n t h e i n t e n t i o n s . I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o e x p r e s s f u l l y m y
g ra t i t ude t o t hose who have been so c l ose and he lp fu l i n t he
w o r k . M a y G o d a l w a y s r a i s e u p f a i t h f u l a n d e f fi c i e n t w o r k ¬
e r s t o s e r v e H i s p u r p o s e s . M u c h o f w h a t h a s b e e n d o n e w a s
f r a u g h t w i t h f a u l t s a l t h o u g h b a s e d o n t h e b e s t i n f o r m a t i o n
a v a i l a b l e a n d h a d t h e b e s t e n d i n v i e w . I t h a s n e v e r t h e l e s s

been apleasure to have been associated with all of those
m e n i n t h a t w o r k .

It has been my privilege to accept the hospitality of many
homes and the good suggest ions and adv ice f rom many
f r iends dur ing the pas t year. I rea l i ze the inadequacy o f
s a y i n g t h a n k s b u t I a l s o k n o w t h a t t h e c o m m o n i n t e r e s t w e
a l l h a v e i n t h e w e l f a r e o f o u r s y n o d y i e l d s t h e o n l y a d e ¬
q u a t e s a t i s f a c t i o n t o a n y o f u s i n w h a t e v e r w e c o n t r i b u t e
t o w a r d t h e w o r k i t s p o n s o r s . T h a n k y o u o n e a n d a l l .

M a y I a g a i n e x p r e s s m y a p p r e c i a t i o n t o t h e S y n o d f o r
h a v i n g h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e r v e i t a l s o f o r t h e l a s t y e a r.
Especial ly do Iowe thanks for the opportunity to represent
the synod at the Amsterdam Assembly and the added visit
t o D e n m a r k .

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
a b o v e a l l t h a t w e a s k o r t h i n k , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p o w e r t h a t
w o r k e t h i n u s , u n t o H i m b e t h e g l o r y i n t h e c h u r c h a n d i n
C h r i s t J e s u s u n t o a l l g e n e r a t i o n s f o r e v e r a n d e v e r . A m e n .
( E p h e s i a n s 3 : 2 0 - 2 1 ) .

A l f r e d J e n s e n .
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , M a y 2 0 , 1 9 4 9 .

The Question Before Our Synod Today
The question is not: Are we Grundtvigians? Al¬

though we have learned from Grundtvig to look first
o f a l l t o t h e c o v e n a n t W o r d i n t h e n e w b i r t h i f w e
would know that we are Christ ians. The question is
not: Are we Lutherans? Although Luther performed
the mighty Christian deed of leading apart of Chris¬
tendom ou t o f t he Baby lon ian cap t i v i t y under the
pope. The question is for us as agroup: Are we Chris¬
t i a n s ? A n d f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l : A m I a c h i l d o f G o d ?

The answer is not given by sentimental adherence
t o t h i s o r t h a t d e n o m i n a t i o n o r c h u r c h . T h e a n s w e r
is not given by intellectual adherence to this or that
system of doctrine. The answer is plainly given by
adhering to the covenant relationship which God has
e s t a b l i s h e d w t i h e a c h o n e o f u s i n t h e n e w b i r t h .

N o w h o w d o w e a d h e r e t o a n d r e m a i n i n t h i s
covenant relationship in which God became our Father
a n d w e h i s c h i l d r e n ? H o w w i l l I k n o w t h a t G o d i s
still my loving Father, and Iwho sin daily and de¬
serve nothing but punishment is still his child?
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M r s . J o h a n n e L i l l e h 0 j , K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a

E d i l o r

Women Of The Bible (Continued)
S I S T E R S F R O M B E T H A N Y

her grief gained outlet. Mary was completely mute
with sorrow. Her grief paralyzed her. Again we find
h e r a t t h e f e e t o f h e r b e l o v e d M a s t e r.

Even though they were sisters, Martha and Mary
were separa te , d is t inc t ive ind iv idua ls . Mar tha was
just as active, energetic and impulsive as Mary was
quiet, thoughtful, and contemplative. Martha’s goal
in life was to serve, to do something for her friends.
Mary’s interest centered on the deeper, hidden mean¬
ings of life, culminating in utter worship.

We meet these two sisters only three times in the
Gospels. Each time they were together. Evidently,
the two were inseparable. Each time the Christ was
w i t h t h e m . T h o s e t h r e e w e r e c l o s e f r i e n d s .

T h e i n i t i a l m e e t i n g o c c u r r e d i n t h e i r b e a u t i f u l
home in Be thany. Ch r i s t was the i r gues t . Mar tha
prepared to entertain the Master. The fact that she
became flustered, cross, and impatient with her sister
has been over-emphasized. Mary followed the urge
within her soul, namely, to sit at the feet of her
Master. Each of the three times Mary assumed this
place—at the feet of Jesus.

The Master ’s “Mar tha , Mar tha , thou ar t care fu l
and troubled about many things; but Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken from her” was
rebuke to Martha, but acompensation to Mary. But
note that through this censure, Martha grew in char¬
a c t e r .

The third and last time occurred on aFriday before
Passover. At the feast in the home of Simon, aleper,
Martha again served—active, eager, and alert to the
Master’s every physical comfort. Mary, silent and
adoring, worshipped at the feet of Jesus—anointing
his feet with rich, expensive ointment and wiping '
them with her long, flowing hair.

Each time Mary was at the feet of the Master.
And each time she was rebuked by others. The first
time by her own sister; the second time by the Jews;
and the third time by Judas Iscariot. But each time
Christ defended her against all criticism.

Abeautiful epitaph on Mary’s monument was in¬
scr ibed by her be loved Lord and Master when he
said: “Wherever this gospel shall be preached in the
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman
hath done , be to ld fo r amemor ia l o f he r. ” Indeed
Mary had chosen “the good part.”

M a r i e M . R a i d .

“Hello” From Hampton, Iowa
On Sunday evening, May 15, the Danish and Eng¬

lish Ladies’ Aids had their Mission meeting at St.
John’s D.A.Y.P.L. hall. The meeting was opened with
awelcome by the chairman and singing, “Sweet Hour
of Prayer.” Areading was then given: “It May Have
Been.” This told us that “it may have been” the heal¬
ing, the calming of the storm, or the changing of water
into wine, although it must have been the pricking
of thorns on His brow, and the bleeding of hands upon
the tree, and the dying there, that lifted you and

We were favored with two songs, “Beauitful Sav¬
iour” and anegro spiritual by asextette. Areading
was given telling us about the “Gospels Among San-
tals.” Most Santals are farmers and most of them
worshiped demons. It was in 1867 that L. O. Skrefs-
rud and H. P. Borresen started their missionary work
in Santalistan. We now have 27,284 Christians in the
S a n t a l c h u r c h .

In closing we heard aclarinet solo, “Whispering
Hope,” and aprayer was given by the minister, and
we closed our meeting by singing “Abide With Me.”

E. M. C.

The next time, we notice the home in Bethany is
steeped in grief. Brother Lazarus has just died. This
time Martha appears to better advantage. She loves
her changed nature already. Through her activity.
the adversary, to plight?

And now has God given us such aWord? He gave
it to each one of us in that washing of regeneration
and renewing in the Holy Spirit which we call bap¬
tism. And God has through Grundtvig in Denmark
shed light for us upon that Word and thus given
the mission to be candlesticks from which that light
may shine in this new land. We would have unity
with other Christians, we would so deport ourselves
that Jesus’ prayer for unity among his believers may
be fulfilled in us, with us and by us. But some say
that anecessary step toward that unity is that we
sign astatement saying that scripture is the only rule
of faith and life and practice, thus excluding the
Rule of Faith which God has given each one of us.

Can we do this and still be faithful in the relation¬
ship into which God has entered with each one of us
individually? Can we do it as achurch without for¬
feiting that great mission which he through his grace
and mercy has laid to us?

Let us keep the Word of his patience so that he
may keep us from the hour of trial which is to come
upon the whole world. Let us hold fast that which
we have so that no one may take our crown. Rev
3:10-11.

m e .

u s

o n e

ANotice From Our Secretary
The Women’s Mission Night at the Annual Convention

of our synod is planned for Thursday, June 23.
Adinner has been arranged for 5:30 in the High School

Aud i to r ium fo l l owed by ashor t
At eight o’clock we plan to meet in the auditorium for

the remainder of the program where Miss Cordelia Cox,
Director of Resettlement Work of the National Lutheran
Council will be with us as speaker.

You are welcome in Greenville and Montcalm County, and
we are looking forward to seeing you.

Sincerely,

p r o g r a m .

Valdemar S. Jensen. Reeta A. Petersen, Sec.
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e n c e t o a d o w n - t o - e a r t h r e a l i s m i n w h i c h w e w e r e
not afraid to mention the beauties of nature and every¬
day pleasures in our worship and hymnology. As a
m e m b e r o f t h e U . L . C . h e c o m m e n t e d t h a t h e “ c o v ¬
e t e d ” o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n i s m a n d

longed for closer fellowship. It was not simply flat¬
tery for he also pointed to several particular insights
and expressions of that life which we lacked but which
such closer fellowship held in store for us. These
r e m a r k s s e r v e d t o s e t t h e t o n e f o r t h e a f t e r n o o n d i s ¬

cussions that were led by Rev. Ar thur Knudsen of
the U. L. C. A. on the general topic of the place of
our synod within the United Lutheran Church should
such astep be taken. The advantages and disadvan¬
tages of such action were freely. discussed and Iam
sure that all of us that participated in these sessions
came to appreciate more fully the complexities and
i s s u e s a t s t a k e .

Rev. J. O. Nelson of the Iowa Council for Religious
Education gave us atalk on “Weekday Religious Edu¬
c a t i o n ” i n w h i c h h e r e v i e w e d t h e c u r r e n t c o u r t d e ¬
c i s i o n s o n t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n c h u r c h a n d s t a t e a n d

the problems involved in the matter of education. This
very timely talk was supplemented by Professor E.
Farstrup’s lecture on the “Pastor as aTeacher” which
c o n s i d e r e d t h e n e e d f o r e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k w i t h i n o u r
churches from another but no less profitable approach.
Rev. Ernest D. Nielsen also spoke of the challenges
that confront the Christian community in his talk:
“A Fresh Approach to Church Missions Todajr.” Within
this talk there was ameeting ground between the
above mentioned more “practical” emphases and the
theo log ica l cons idera t ions which gave body to our
institute. To those present the impression of unity and
coherence could be traced to such asynthesis.

Two l ec tu res , s im i l a r i n t one and pu rpose bu t
varied in approach and method, gave us an insight
i n t o t h e p e r t i n e n c y o f N . F. S . G r u n d t v i g t o o u r
present scene. The first, given by Dr. E. D. Nielsen,
considered Grundtvig as an historian and dwelt upon
the historical perspective that characterized the Chris¬
tian viewpoints of Grundtvig. That perspective was
especially marked by asense of participation and an
emphasis upon the whole of aculture and civilization
rather than by adetached and atomized outlook that
dominates so much of our secular historiography. Dr.
Johannes Knudsen also gave us amodern evaluation
of Grundtvig' and an analysis of his epistomology or
method of thinking on the basis of H. Hoirup’s recent
d o c t o r ’ s d i s s e r t a t i o n : G R U N D T V I G ’ S S Y N P A A T R O

OG ERKENDELSE. By combining the word as scrip¬
t u r e a n d t h e w o r d a s c o n f e s s i o n i n t o t h e “ W o r d a s
Testimony” Rev. Knudsen sought to give expression''
to the basic views of Luther as well as Grundtvig.

Certainly no one that at tended Pastor ’s Inst i tute
this spring could accuse it of lacking the necessary
spice or of quietly running its course to atranquil
conclusion. Professor George Forrell of Gustavus
Adolphus College contributed the fireworks in his
own dynamic manner. His discussion of the current
i n t e i ’ e s t i n M a r t i n L u t h e r i n t h e l e c t u r e “ L u t h e r
Today” sought to answer the attacks and accusations
which anumber of men have made in recent years.
Dr. Forrell’s analysis of the historical origins of capi-
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Te n t h A n n u a l P a s t o r ’ s I n s t i t u t e
Grand View College, April 19-2L 1949

I t i s no t a lways poss ib le to th row anumber o f
var ied ingredients into aket t le and have something
c o m m e n d a b l e i s s u e f o r t h . A s a n a m a t e u r c o o k I h a v e
the testimony of my wife as well as my own to that
fact. Once aweek it is my custom and duty to wrestle
with the pots and pans, and the casseroles that Ipre¬
sent to our dinner table are alternately bane and bless¬
ing. But of course it is much easier, as well as more
pleasant, to remember the more successful ventures.

Having had just alittle to do with the planning of
the casserole that was Pastor ’s Institute, 1949, Ialso
have a l i t t l e p leasure in reca l l i ng the resu l t s . The
meeting which was held in April was certainly varied,
both in topics presented and in the temperaments of
the speakers. Yet there was aunity in the variety and
the whole somehow had its own peculiar and satis¬
fy ing flavor. Where one man was me l low—another
was fiery; where one compl imented—another cast i¬
gated; and where one was vis ionary (meant in the
best meaning of that word)—another wrest led wi th
everyday, bread and butter problems. And somehow,
in retrospect, they complimented one another. A
month and ahalf has passed since we 30 or so min¬
isters shared those days together—far too long alapse
of time to write acomprehensive report. But per¬
haps Ican recall some of the highlights and contrasts,
to change the metaphor, of the picture as awhole.

Dr. Joseph Sittler of Chicago Lutheran Theological
Seminary started us off with aseries entitled “Positive
Preaching and the Modern Mind.” His talks had three
points of foci that he developed with arresting insight.
These foci could be described as the modern man and his
origins, the Word of God and its impact, and the min¬
ister and his techniques. The first was an historical
analysis that Iparticularly appreciated as it compli¬
mented my own lecture of the following day, entitled:
“The Illusion of Progress.” The second was adoc¬
t r ina l cons idera t ion wh ich was bo th p rofi tab le and
welcome to those of us more aware of the insights and
theological importance of N. F. S. Grundtvig. The
Word of God is the dynamic act of God in Christ—it is
the word of forgiveness, of reconci l iat ion, of hope,
and of eternity. To those ministers who seek aschol¬
arly yet refreshing study of this subject, no better
brief book could be recommended than Joseph Sittler’s
THE DOCTRINE OIi.THE WORD, published last win¬
t e r b y t h e M u h l e n b e r g P r e s s . T h i r d l y, D r. S i t t l e r
spoke concern ing the task of the min is t ry and the
means whereby the Word of God could be brought
to bear upon the needs and exigencies of men today.
His description of homiletic techniques and his in¬
sistence that the pastor must find himself within the
same paradoxes that beset all human life was highly
reward ing .

Although it was not his first appearance at a
Grand View Pastor ’s Inst i tu te, i t was the first t ime
that anumber of us had the opportunity to hear Joe
Sittler. He won our admiration and sympathy with
some rather penetrating observations on the marks of
t h e C h r i s t i a n l i f e w h i c h h e f e l t w e r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
of our own particular church group. He made refer-
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talism and the spiritual antecedents of totalitarianism
c o n s t i t u t e d a b r i l l i a n t d e f e n s e o f L u t h e r ’ s s o c i a l a n d

p o l i t i c a l v i e w p o i n t s . H i s s e c o n d l e c t u r e o n
Chr is t ian in the Wor ld” was arewarding search for
apositive social ethics within the teachings of Martin
Lu the r. Th i s p resen ta t i on recogn ized the rea l i s t i c
approach of Luther who saw the purpose and the
validity of the natural order of law and was therefore
hesitant in al lowing utopian revolutionary tactics.

Secular authority is in one sense the “mask of
G o d ” a s i s a l s o n a t u r e . L u t h e r f e l t t h a t w e k n o w

God through h is reve la t ion in Chr is t and tha t the
Gospel or the forgiveness of sin is our only hope and
s a l v a t i o n . B u t w e . m u s t l i v e i n t h e n a t u r a l w o r l d

which is not apart from God and which we can truly
know only in the light of His revelation. The subtleties
of this viewpoint were developed by Forrell who there¬
by gave us amore polemic and ethical insight into the
meaning of the Word that was in contrast and yet in
harmony w i th the theo log ica l approach o f Joseph
S i t t l e r .

N o d i s c u s s i o n o f P a s t o r ’ s I n s t i t u t e c o u l d b e c a l l e d
adequate if it did not mention the less academic hours
shared together. The morning devotions and the eve¬
ning communion service led by Rev. Al f red Jensen
as well as the coffee intermissions and the evening
gatherings in the various homes all contributed to a
rich experience. We gathered in the joy of the Easter
season and we renewed both friendships and intel¬
lectual interests during those three days. To anew¬
comer on the faculty of our seminary it was amost
grat i fying experience.

t h e w o r k o f t h e i r c h u r c h , a n d t h e y f e l t c a l l e d u p o n t o a s k
t h a t t h i s w o r d b e d i s c a r d e d , t a k e n o u t o f t h e c h u r c h ’s n a m e .

T h i s w o r d , “ D a n i s h , ” h a s b e e n i n t h e o f fi c i a l n a m e o f o u r
c h u r c h s i n c e o u r s y n o d w a s fi r s t f o u n d e d b y t h e e a r l y i m m i ¬
g r a n t s . T h e s e m e n a n d w o m e n f e l t a s t r o n g n e e d o f f e l l o w ¬
ship with kindred souls; they were drawn together by t ies
o f l a n g u a g e a n d s p i r i t u a l k i n s h i p . T h e y r e a l l y n e e d e d e a c h
o t h e r , a n d t h e y g a t h e r e d i n p r i v a t e h o m e s a n d o f t e n i n t h e
country schoolhouses for their worship services.

In these humble surroundings the people gathered to hear
the Gospel in their beloved mother tongue. And they exper¬
ienced that “The Word,” “which was with God,” and which had
been made flesh, had come to dwell among them. As they
thus gathered they experienced what the Apostle John also
s p e a k s o f : “ W e b e h e l d H i s g l o r y. ”

Could i t be that th is “Word,” which became flesh, has
been laid aside in the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church
b e c a u s e “ w e m o d e r n s ” d o n o t f e e l t h e n e e d ? C o u l d t h a t b e
the reason that we so often find so l i t t le l i fe in the church? For
without this “Word” there is neither strength nor future in
a n y c h u r c h .

My sons and Ihave never seen Denmark, but we have
learned to know and love the Danish language. And we are
so thank fu l tha t we know the Dan ish language and can
thereby share in the literature; the songs, and other aspects
o f t h e s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e o f o u r f o r e f a t h e r ’ s l a n d . C o n s e ¬
q u e n t l y w e p e r s o n a l l y d o n o t n e e d t h e t r a n s l a t i o n s .

I f w e b a n i s h t h e w o r d “ D a n i s h ” f r o m o u r o f fi c i a l c h u r c h
name, where then would we stand If this were done, why
then should people loyal to the Danish heritage wish to remain
in t h i s f e l l owsh ip?—And why shou ld t he non -Dan ish be
drawn to such achurch? No doubt they would be told:
have had great men of the spirit in our church. Grundtvig,
we think, was agiant spiritually speaking, and his hymns
match less . We wan t you t o know h im and sha re i n t he b l ess¬
ings which we have received from him.”—And these strangers
would ask: “What nat ional i ty was this Grundtvig
not an American, or we would have known about him. Why
do you wish to perpetuate his spiritual contributions, if you
y o u r s e l f h a v e t u r n e d y o u r b a c k t o a l l t h a t i s D a n i s h ? ”

I a s a D a n i s h - A m e r i c a n a s k t h e s a m e q u e s t i o n . I h a v e
previously presented my views on this matter in “Dannevirke.”
But knowing that there are many who do not have"\he privi¬
lege to read this paper, Iwished to bring my greeting and
my view on this question also in “Lutheran Tidings.”

S a r a P e d e r s e n .

U T h e

W e

a r e

H e w a s

A. C, Kildegaard.
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Dear Mr. Carlo Petersen, Seminary Student:
It was with great interest that Ii-ead your splendid article

in the May,20th issue of Lutheran Tidings.—It is quite appar¬
ent that my previous article about pastoral compensation will
have the desired effect, that of bringing the entire matter out
fo r an open d i scuss ion .

Ido feel, however, that you were abit unfair in quot ing
certain parts of my article, without putting the quotation in
its correct setting. Idid not “write,” but Iquoted the hue
and cry as heard from lay-people, when we stand in need
of apastor: “Why are there not more young men in the min¬
istry?”—And my article plainly placed the blame on the em¬
ployer, that is on us, the lay-members. Idid not place the
blame on the seminary.

Iam glad, however, that you recognize the economic factor
as “necessary. "
been and is flagrantly underpaid is definitely before us.

And it was and is the object of my writings, that it can be
remedied for the ultimate progress in the most important field
of human endeavor, the furthering of the Christian Church.

B. P. Chr is tensen.

■ » ●ft
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Chicago, 111., June 1, 1949.

C r i t i c i s m

Melanchton was learned; Luther, they say, was not learned.
Although he could and did translate the Bible, it seems that
he cannot be counted among the learned. Mynster, and espe¬
cially Martensen, were learned; but Grundtvig was not counted
among the learned. Although he had read and written more
than any other man in Denmark*, he was not rated among
the learned. He did not use the critical approach of aKaspari
or aMonrad. Iam not learned; but dr. phil. Ernest D. Nielsen
is learned, and he is after my scalp. Before he gets it let
m e s a y :

It is good that we have learned men among us.
proud that the president of Grand View College can hold his
own among other learned college presidents. Iam glad that
dr. ph i l . Ernest D. N ie lsen does not have to take aback
seat among other doctors of philosophy who grace the pulpits
of Chicago churches. Iam not so glad that neither Knudsen
nor Nielsen has had one word to say to us non-learned
the most important question that has arisen in our church
since the days when some thought that they might baptize
without implanting the whole covenant Word in question and
answer form. Is not the question before our church today this:
Shall we sign away that to which God opened Grundtvig’s
eyes when he sorrowed for the babes in Christ? Shall we,
for the sake of joining with other churches, sign astatement
which in effect denies the light on the living and abiding Word

I a m

The fact that the ministerial profession has

o n

“ D a n i s h 9 9

Hindrance or Liability?
About this time last year some ladies of aMichigan cgn-

gregation were troubled in their hearts about aword in the
official name of their church. They claimed that it hindered
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of God, which by the grace of God came to shine for us with
G r u n d t v i g ?

These two men have, together with others, promised us a
book on Grundtvig. Can we take this statement by Nielsen
as apreview of what his contribution to that book is going
to be: “I cannot discuss the question of the Renunciation in
Lutheran Tidings for the reason that it involves complex crit¬
ical questions of an historical character which do not belong
in apaper for laymen?” Every layman has been baptized
into the Renunciation; cannot the question of why the Re¬
n u n c i a t i o n i s o m i t t e d i n L u t h e r ’ s c a t e c h i s m b e d i s c u s s e d f o r
l a y m e n ?

I h o p e t h a t s t a t e m e n t i s n o t a p r e v i e w o f w h a t N i e l s e n
i s g o i n g t o g i v e u s . I h o p e t h a t h e a n d t h e o t h e r f o u r m e n
wri t ing th is anthology wi l l go to the heart of Grundtv ig ’s
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o C h r i s t i a n l i f e i n D e n m a r k a n d a n s w e r s u c h
questions as: What does the apostle Peter mean when he
writes: “You have been begotten again (born anew), not of
perishable, but of imperishable seed, through the living and
a b i d i n g W o r d o f G o d . ” 1 P e t e r 1 : 2 3 ? W h a t d o e s J a m e s m e a n
by the words: “Of his own will he brought us forth by the
Word of Truth r e c e i v e w i t h m e e k n e s s t h e i m p l a n t e d
Wo r d w h i c h i s a b l e t o s a v e y o u r s o u l s . ” J a m e s 1 : 1 8 a n d 2 1 .
W h a t W o r d w a s i m p l a n t e d i n u s w h e n w e w e r e b o r n a n e w
by God? What Word is able to save our souls? Ihope they
w i l l p u t a w a y a l l f e a r o f c r e d a l i s m a n d g i v e u s f h e a n s w e r
which the Christian world is seeking today—the answer to
the ●question: What is the living, abiding, active and acting
Word of God and where does he speak it on earth today?
Ihope'they may succeed where Ifor twenty years have failed,
namely in giving us abook which can and will be read by
t h e m u l t i t u d e o f C h r i s t i a n s w h o fi n d t h e m s e l v e s i n n e e d o f a

Word direct from him who has power to forgive sins on earth.

I f t h e y d o n o t d o t h i s , “ I a m f r a n k l y a f r a i d ” ( t o u s e N i e l ¬
s e n ’ s e x p r e s s i o n ) t h a t t h e i r b o o k w i l l g o t h e w a y o f t h e
l e a r n e d b o o k s o f M e l a n c h t o n , M a r t e n s e n , K a s p a r i , M o n r a d .

Nobody but the learned read their books today, while the 10.We also find, however, agreatcommon faith and
books of the non-learned Luther and Grundtvig are making a a great common tradition, andwe find fellowshin
greater and greater impact on the life of Christians from i n c o m m o n t a s k s .
y e a r t o y e a r.

AFew Facts And Opinions
1. We confess our faith in ONE, holy, UNIVERSAL

c h u r c h .

2. The church universal has through historical events
and developments been divided into many groups.

3. Historically and confessionally we belong to the
Lutheran group.

4. Unless we belong to the Lutheran group in the
future, there is danger that we become inbred and
s e c t a r i a n .

5. Historically our church relationship and church
character were gained through the national church
o f D e n m a r k .

6. Historically we also have abackground of the
Grundtvigian movement in Denmark,
valuable and contains promise for the future.

7. The Grundtvigian movement formed

T h i s i s

n o s e p a r a t e
church body and had no separate doctrines. Part
of its greatness lies in the fact that it permeates
the whole church rather than leading to
r a t i s m .

s e p a -

8. As our contact with the national Danish church
fades we must seek contact with other Lutheran
bodies. Even the church in Denmark is seeking
such contac ts .

9. As we learn to know other Lutheran bodies .. _
find in them, in part, asixteenth century doctrinal-
ism, amoralism, and aformalism which in many
ways are foreign to us.

w e

11. We furthermore find, in other Lutheran churches,
young, progressive leadership and promises of
future re form.

I a m d i s a p p o i n t e d i n N i e l s e n ’ s c r i t i c i s m . T h e r e i s s o m u c h
i n w h a t I h a v e w r i t t e n t h a t l e n d s i t s e l f t o c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i ¬

c i s m s o t h a t G r u n d t v i g m i g h t b e c o m e b e t t e r k n o w n . T h a t
i s wha t bo th o f us wan t , i s i t no t? I have used the exp ress ion
“ L u t h e r f o r g e t s ” w h e r e I w r i t e a b o u t h i s o m i s s i o n o f t h e
R e n u n c i a t i o n f r o m h i s c a t e c h i s m . To t h i s N i e l s e n o b j e c t s .
B u t c a n N i e l s e n s h o w u s t h a t L u t h e r h a s n o t “ f o r g o t t e n ” t h e
R e n u n c i a t i o n i n t h e c a t e c h i s m w h i c h L u t h e r a n s h a v e u s e d t h e s e

four hundred years? If Nielsen prefers another and better 14. No commitments have been made to other churches
term for this omission, Iam willing to adopt it. Does Nielsen’s and as yet no definite proposals have been made
critical apparatus by which he shows that Luther in 1520 “ex-for joining up with any
plained the creed in this manner: Irenounce the evil spirit icmr,

” help the babes in Christ who today learn Luther’s ’ r oads open t o us and we shou ld
catechism without there being told that the Renunciation is ^ as esowly in choosing any one of them,
part of the covenant Word in baptism? 16. We are striving, however, to practice our faith in

Nielsen is “frankly afraid” of my supposed credalism. I UNIVERSAL church,
am afraid that if Nielsen cannot write for laymen about the
Renunciation, then the babes in Christ for whom Grundtvig
was so concerned that he prayed, studied and wept for fifteen
long years till God showed him the short and simple expression
for what Christianity is, will again be given stones for bread.
Iplead with him and with all the five men who have set them- Office of Publication:
selves the task of introducing Grundtvig to American readers,
to wr i te so tha t the no t learned can read.

12. So far we have cooperated with other Lutheran
churches in important tasks, and we have gained
greatly from this cooperation.

13. We have met with some of the churches to dis¬
cuss our similarities and our differences.

Johannes Knudsen.

Lutheran Tidings -publ ished by the Danish
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA

Lutheran Tid ings, Askov, Minnesota
Editor: Rev. Holger Strandskov, 325 W. Chippewa Street, Dwight 111
Circulation Manager: Svend Petersen, Askov. Minnesota

Subscription price: 1year, $1.25; 2years. $2.25Va l d e m a r S . J e n s e n .
Kimballton, June 8, 1949.

’^“Kaplaese med mig kan ingen af dem” Gr.
Published semi-monthly on the 5th and 20th of each month Entered
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T h e c h a n g e o f l o c a t i o n w i l l i m p r o v e
t h e e n t i r e p a r k l a y o u t b e t w e e n t h e
c h u r c h a n d t h e p a r s o n a g e . A n a d d i t i o n
wi l l be added to the bu i ld ing , fu l l base¬
ment, automatic oil heating system, etc.
W h e n t h i s p r o j e c t h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d ,
t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g w i l l b e g i v e n d u e
a t t e n t i o n f o r a r e - d e c o r a t i n g a n d r e ¬
c o n d i t i o n i n g p r o j e c t .

W i t hee , W is .—The C la r k Co im ty Sum¬
m e r F e s t i v a l o f t h e c h u r c h e s c o o p e r a t ¬
i n g t h r o u g h t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n
Counc i l , an annual a f fa i r the past years ,
w i l l b e h e l d a g a i n t h i s y e a r o n S u n - ,
d a y, A u g u s t 1 4 . T h e f e s t i v a l w i l l a g a i n
this year be held in the church park
o f t h e N a z a r e t h C h u r c h . D r . J . O .

C h r i s t i a n s e n f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
M i n n e s o t a S c h o o l o f A g r i c u l t u r e w i l l
be t he gues t speake r.

^District VII Camp, Nysted, Nebraska,
b e g i n n i n g S u n d a y e v e n i n g , J u l y 1 0 , t o
S u n d a y n o o n , J u l y 1 7 . F o r c h i l d r e n
f r o m a g e s o f 1 0 t o 1 4 . T h e r e w i l l b e
a p r o g r a m o f r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n , r e c ¬
r e a t i o n a n d c r a f t s . R e g i s t e r w i t h R e v.
Howard Christensen, Cozad, Nebr. ,

E x p e n s e s
R o o m , b o a r d a n d t u i t i o n

T h i s i t e m w i l l b e r e d u c e d w h e n
/two members of the same fam¬

i ly at tend. The rate wi l l then
be 

Room, board and tuition for short¬
er stay, per day

Price for one meal 
G e n e r a l I n f o r m a t i o n

M e a l s w i l l b e s e r v e d t o c a m p e r s b e ¬
ginning with supper Sunday, July 31,
and ending wi th d inner Sunday, Au¬
g u s t 7 .

Be su re t o b r i ng t owe l s , soap , sw im¬
ming suits, tennis shoes and gym suits.
I f you play tennis bring your racket.
D o n o t f a i l t o b r i n g s h e e t s , p i l l o w c a s e s
a n d o n e b l a n k e t f o r y o u r b e d .

Bring your New Testament, Lutheran
Hymna l and “Wor ld o f Song .

Enro l l ear ly. Be sure to g ive your
age. We cannot guarantee to accom¬
modate young people who are not en¬
r o l l e d . I n o r d e r t o m a k e o u r p l a n s w e
s h o u l d l i k e t o r e c e i v e y o u r e n r o l l m e n t
b y J u l y 2 5 .

To enroll, write to
J U N I O R C A M P

G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a .

$12.00
G r a n d V i e w

College
And Our Youth

11 . 0 0

2 . 0 0
. 7 5

Grand View Camp
For Juniors, 12 to 16, Inclusive

July 31-August 7, 1949.
The Grand View Camp is located at

Grand View CoUege, Des Moines, Iowa.
The college and campus are the camp
grounds. Campers are to sleep in the,
college dormitories, eat in the dining
room and use t he c l ass r ooms , gymna¬
sium and athletic field during the daily

T h e s w i m m i n g w i l l t a k ep r o g r a m ,
place at the Birdland pool, or some
other. Tours to points of interest wil l
b e a r r a n g e d .

T h e D a i l y P r o g r a m
The program for the day will be

decided by the Camp Director and the
counsel lors and may vary somewhat
from day to day but in general we will
fol low aplan such as this:

7 : 3 0 — D a y b e g i n s .
8 : 0 0 — B r e a k f a s t .
8:30—Bedmaking, floor sweeping, etc.
9:00-10:00—Devotions and Bible study.

10:00-12:00—Recreation and craft.
1 2 : 0 0 — D i n n e r .
12 :30-1 :30—Rest .
1:30-2:30—To use as you wish.
2 : 3 0 - 4 : 0 0 — S w i m m i n g .
4:30—Singing.
6 : 0 0 — S u p p e r.
7 :00—Sing ing games .
8:00—Evening program. (Discussion,

talks, films, etc.)
9:00—Ref reshments.
9 : 1 5 — C a m p fi r e .

1 0 : 3 0 — D a y e n d s .

'

25th Wedding Anniversary
Rev. and Mrs . A l f red E . Sorensen, the

pastor and his wife of the St. Stephen’s
D a n i s h E v a n g . L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , 8 5 0 0
Maryland Ave., Chicago 19, 111., wi l l ob¬
s e r v e t h e i r 2 5 t h w e d d i n g a n n i v e r s a r y
o n J u n e 3 0 .

T h e S t . S t e p h e n ’ s c o n g r e g a t i o n e x ¬
tends invitation to the many friends of
t h e P a s t o r a n d h i s w i f e t o c o m e a n d
h e l p u s m a k e t h i s a f e s t i v e e v e n t .
The congrega t ion and f r i ends w i l l ga the r
w i t h o u r p a s t o r a n d h i s f a m i l y i n o u r
c h u r c h f o r a s h o r t s e r v i c e a t 8 o ’ c l o c k
i n t h e e v e n i n g , a n d a r e c e p t i o n w i l l
fo l low in the church par lors.

We hope to see many present.
A k s e l O s t r u p , S e c .
S t . S tephen ’s Church .

O V R C H U R C H

Newark, N. J .—The newly-acqui red
church building was dedicated on Sun¬
day, May 15. Rev. Willard Garred, Dis¬
trict President, officiated at the dedi¬
c a t i o n s e r v i c e . R e v . A . J . Ta r p g a a r d ,
pastor emeritus, who is aformer pastor
o f t h e N e w a r k c o n g r e g a t i o n , w a s a l s o
present and gave his contribution to¬
w a r d m a k i n g ' i t a f e s t i v e d a y. R e v.
Ve r n e r H a n s e n h a s s e r v e d t h e c h u r c h
s i n c e e a r l y l a s t f a l l a n d m a r k e d p r o ¬
gress has been made in membership and
in agrowing program of the church.

Juhl, Mich.—Services are now being
held every Sunday in both the churches,
J u h l C o m m u n i t y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , a n d
the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Germania, served by Rev. Richard
H . S o r e n s e n . T h i s s c h e d u l e w e n t i n t o
e f f e c t w i t h t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e m o n t h
o f J u n e .

T h e D . A . Y . P . L . D i s t r i c t I I I a n n u a l
c o n v e n t i o n w i l l b e h e l d i n t h e S t .
Peder ’s Lu theran Church dur ing the
week-end, July 8-10.

Sea t t l e , Wash .—Mrs . Ma r i a K jae r,
wife of Pastor J. C. Kjaer, of our Seatt le
church, has recently been elected Dean
of the Wash ing ton Chapte r o f the Amer¬
i c a n G u i l d o f O r g a n i s t s . M r s . K j a e r
s e r v e d a s a n a d j u t a t o r f o r t h e Yo u n g
Organ is ts ’ con tes t in Apr i l , and she
h a s b e e n a p p o i n t e d t o s e r v e i n S e a t t l e
as an examine r o f cand ida tes f o r acad¬
emic membership as organists and choir¬
m a s t e r s .

R i i i gs ted , Iowa.—The R ings ted congre¬
gation is at present making consider¬
able improvements on the Parish hall,
w h i c h h a s b e e n m o v e d f u r t h e r b a c k
f r o m t h e r o a d l e a d i n g t o t h e c h u r c h .

O f f t o b e d .
S u n d a y, A u g u s t 7

On th is day the parents o f the camp¬
ers are invi ted to be guests of the camp
f o r d i n n e r .

Acknowledgment O f Re¬
ceipts From the Synod

T r e a s u r e r
For the Period May 1, to June 4, 1949
T o w a r d s t h e B u d g e t :
Unass i gned Rece ip t s t e t he

B u d g e t :
Congregat ions—●

Troy, N. Y. (for last year) $ 5 3 . 5 0
■B y r a m , C o n n . , ( f o r l a s t

year) 
Menominee, Mich. 
Des Moines, Iowa
Omaha, Nebr. 
Parlier, Calif. 

T o P e n s i o n F u n d :
C o n g r e g a t i o n —

Marinette, Wis. 
Menominee, Mich. 
Des Moines, Iowa
Askov, Minn. 
Omaha, Nebr. 

In Memory of Mrs. Jes Jep-
s e n . C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ,
f r o m F r i e n d s t h r o u g h W o m ¬
en’s Mission Society

Rev. Aage Moller 

P R O G R A M
10:45—Church service.
1 2 : 1 5 — D i n n e r .

R u l e s

1. The camp is open to boys and girls
12 to 16 years o f age . Acamper
may not have reached his seven¬
t e e n t h b i r t h d a y.

2. Campers may not leave the grounds
w i t h o u t p e r m i s s i o n .

3. Campers who wish to swim, must
present awr i t ten permi t f rom par¬
e n t s .

4 . A l l c a m p e r s m u s t c l e a n t h e i r o w n
rooms, and in their proper turn take
part in policing the grounds and set¬
t i ng and c lea r i ng the tab les and
wash ing d i shes .

5. Campers must attend all sessions,
u n l e s s e x c u s e d .

6 . The leaders reserve the I ’ igh t to
d i s m i s s a n y c a m p e r w h o f a i l s t o
c o n f o r m t o t h e r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s
o f t he camp .

7. Campers must pay for property dam¬
aged or destroyed.

11 0 . 0 0
3 7 . 2 5

1 0 5 . 0 0
6 4 . 0 0
1 2 . 0 0

6 1 . 0 0
4 . 5 0

11 7 . 0 1
5 1 . 8 9

4 . 0 0
( <

1 0 . 0 0
3 6 . 0 0
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c r e d i t e d w i t h a c o n t r i b u t i o n

of $90.00 instead of Troy,
N . Y .

Rev. L. A. Kirkegaard
Rev. Paul Wikman 
H o m e M i s s i o n s ;
“ I n M e m o r y o f M r s . J e s J e p -

s e n , C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ,
f r o m F r i e n d s t h r o u g h W o m ¬
en’s Mission Society

C o n g r e g a t i o n , K i m b a l l t o n ,
I o w a ( P r e s i d e n t ’ s t r a v e l ) _ _

M i s c e l l a n e o u s g i f t s a n d s u b ¬
s c r i p t i o n s t o L u t h e r a n T i d ¬
i n g s —

L u t h e r a n B r o t h e r h o o d f o r A n ¬
nual Reports 

O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e , T y l e r ,
M i n n . :

“ I n M e m o r y o f V e r n o n S o r ¬
e n s e n , ” f r o m M r . a n d M r s .
H a r l a n S t o n e , R o s e n b o r g ,
Nebr. 

Chi ldren’s Home, Chicago, 111.:
I n M e m o r y o f Ve r n o n S o r e n ¬

s e n ” :
O t t o A n d e r s e n , R o s e n b o r g ,

Nebr. 
V i g g o a n d T h o r v a l d S o r e n ¬

sen, Rosenborg, Nebr.
M r. a n d M r s . H e n r y H e n r i k -

s e n a n d M r . a n d M r s . R o ¬

land Henr iksen, Rosen¬
borg, Nebr.

1 4 . 0 4 S a n t a l M i s s i o n
G e n e r a l B u d g e t

5 . 0 0

To ‘ G . V . C . B u i l d i n g F u n d
D e b t R e t i r e m e n t : ( T h e 3 . 1 6
F u n d ) *

Previously acknowledged $ 5 , 9 5 8 . 3 0
Congregation, Germania, Mich.
Miss Dora M. Sorensen, Ecorse,

Mich. 

> 9 Our Savior’s Church, Brooklyn,
N. y. 

Mrs. Emma Nielsen, Lake Nor-
den, S. D. 

Mrs. Johanne Jacobsen, St. Ed¬
wards, Nebr. 

Jo in t Lad ies ’ A id M iss ion Mee t¬
ing, Viborg, S. D.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Sunday ^
School, Viborg, S. D.

Danish Ladies’ Aid, Gayville,
S. D. 

Mrs. Jenny Sorensen, Seattle 5 . 0 0
Nysted Church, Dannebrog,

Nebr. 
Mrs. Nels Nelsen, Moorhead,

Iowa 
Danish Lutheran Church, Men-

orninee,. Mich. 

East Badger Ladies’ Aid, Bad¬
ger, S. D.

St. John’s Danish Ladies’ Aid,
Seattle 

Bethany Luth. Church, Luding-
ton, Mich. 

Danish Lutheran Church, Mar¬
inette, Wis.

Goodhope Ladies’ Aid, Lake
Norden, S. D.

St. John’s Ladies’ Aid Mission
Meeting, Hampton, Iowa 15.24

Mrs. Jensen, Brookings, S. D. __ 3 . 7 5
Mrs. L. Iversen, Salinas, Calif.
Mrs. Christine Christensen,

Hartford, Conn.
Miss Anna Jacobsen, Hartford,

Conn. 
St. John’s English Ladies’ Aid,

Hampton, Iowa
In memory of Peter Jensen,

Withee, Wis., Rev. Dixens..
In memory of Mrs. Amalie

Christiansen, Kimballton, la.,
Mrs. Etta Spe, Kimballton 2 . 0 0

In memory of Sophus Jacobsen,
Eddie Rasmussens, Kimball-

$ 1 3 8 . 2 9
1 0 . 0 0

2 5 . 8 3 1 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0 5 . 0 0
Miss Alice Jensen, Minneapo¬

lis, Minn. 
“In Memory of Ida, sister of

Mary and Joe Matson, Seat-
M r s . M a r i a

7 . 5 0 4 . 0 0
4 3 . 0 0

.27

Wash . ,
Kjaer, Seattle, Wash.

Mr. and Mrs. Soren Knudsen,
Cozad, Nebr.

Miscellaneous interest 

t i e . 9 9 1 0 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
5 .00
1 .25

2 .00
1 5 . 0 0T o t a l t o d a t e

This was the 3:34 on the April re¬
c e i p t l i s t . Y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n s h a v e
helped reduce the debt so the dai ly
interest burden in May was $3.16. Con¬
tinued effort and help to further reduce
this load will be much appreciated.

Sincerely yours.

$ 6 , 0 2 9 . 3 8
( (

5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0 2 3 . 0 0

3 . 0 0
' 1 0 . 0 0

O l a f R . J u h l ,
Minneapolis 19, Minn.
5557 Blaisdell Ave.,

1 0 0 . 0 0
3 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 0
Total towards 1949-50 quota_-$ 740.96
R e c e i v e d f o r I t e m s O u t s i d e t h e

B u d g e t :
T o C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F u n d :
C o n g r e g a t i o n , L u d i n g t o n ,

Mich. 

T o V a r t o v F i m d :

I n M e m o r y o f M r s . T h y r a
D o r f , ” M r s . M a r i e E . S o n -
dergaard, Keyport, N. J. __

F o r t h e S t a t i o n W a g o n :
M i s s A l i c e J e n s e n , M i n n e a p o ¬

lis, Minn. 
( 1 9 4 9 Q u o t a )

T o L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

P rev ious l y acknow ledged , con¬
g r e g a t i o n s , L a d i e s ’ A i d s a n d
miscellaneous :

Congregat ions—■
Ringsted 
Menominee, Mich. 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Dagmar, Mont. '
Volmer, Mont.
Dalum, Canada 
D a l u m , C a n a d a , t o L . W . R .
Enumclaw, Wash. 

“A Fr iend,” Ludington, Mich.
“ I n M e m o r y o f D e l m a r A n d e r ¬

sen , ” Mr. and Mrs . F red Pe¬
dersen, Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Jensen, Cozad, Nebr.

Additional receipt acknowledgments
from the synod treasurer for April,
1 9 4 9 .

I h a v e j u s t d i s c o v e r e d t h a t d u e t o
a n o v e r s i g h t c e r t a i n r e c e i p t s w e r e
omitted in my April receipt list as sub¬
m i t t e d t o t h e p a p e r s . I n o w a c k n o w l ¬
edge same as fo l lows :
F o r C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F u n d :
C o n g r e g a t i o n s —

Bronx, N. Y. 
Perth Amboy, N. J.
St. Stephan’s, Chicago, 111.
Trinity, Chicago, 111.
Des Moines, Iowa
Newell, Iowa 
Walters Corner, Wis.
Flaxton, N. D.
D i a m o n d L a k e , M i n n .
Nysted, Nebr. 

I n m e m o r y o f L e r o y B a c k ,
Lake Norden,, S. D.,” from
M r . a n d M r s . H . G . C l e l l a n
a n d J e a n , M r . a n d M r s .
L o u i s H o r s t e d a n d M r . a n d
Mrs. Chris Christensen

F o r A m e r i c a n B i b l e S o c i e t y :
Congregation at Cedar Falls,

I o w a

1 8 . 6 2

1 0 . 0 0

9 0 . 0 0

1 .00
5 . 0 0

1 . 0 0$ 6 7 . 5 0
6 7 . 5 0
5 0 . 0 0

2 6 7 . 0 0

2 . 0 0
2 0 0 . 0 0

.50 3 3 . 1 4
2 9 4 . 0 0

1 3 . 5 0
2 7 . 0 0
7 0 . 5 0
7 0 . 5 0

1 . 0 0$ 5 , 0 9 3 . 4 6

1 3 8 . 1 8
H

2 . 0 0
1 2 . 2 9

2 7 1 . 5 0
7 9 . 0 0
7 2 . 0 0
5 7 . 7 5
1 5 . 6 0
1 0 . 0 0

t o n 1 .00

In memory of Folmer Spe, Mrs.
Christine Marcussen, Kim¬
ballton 

In memory of Mother (Mrs.
Soren Petersen) , Ty ler, Ar t
Eagles, Chas. Fergusons,
Hans E. Christensens, Elmer
and Irene M. Christensen,
Washington 

In memory of Mrs. Jes Jepsen,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, Rev. Har-
ald Ibsens, Viborg, and other
friends ●

In memory o f Mrs . Jus t Am-
mentorp, Des Moines, Iowa,
Emil V. Hansens, Fred Mil¬
lers, C. B. Andersens, Marie
Miller, Niels, Karen and Alfa
Holm, and Rev. Dixens, a l l
of Withee, Wis.

5 . 0 0

1 . 0 0

.$ 38.03
F o r C h i c a g o C h i l d r e n ’ s H o m e :
Congregation at St. Stephan’s,

Chicago, 111.
In Memory of Mrs. Margaret

P e t e r s e n , G r a n t , N e b r . ,
f r o m T h o r v a l d a n d V i g g o
Sorensen, St. Edwards, Nebr.

1 0 . 0 0
11 . 0 0

5 . 0 0( (

$ 6 , 6 6 1 . 7 8
9 9

P r e v i o u s l y a c k n o w l e d g e d f r o m
Sunday school

S u n d a y S c h o o l , T y l e r , M i n n .
Sunday School, St. Stephan’s,

Chicago, 111. 

$ 287.73
2 0 . 0 0 5 . 0 0

I a m v e r y s o r r y t h i s h a p p e n e d .
However, the above receipts are all in¬
c luded in my annual repor t as sub¬
m i t t e d t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n a t G r e e n ¬
v i l l e .

2 6 . 0 0
4 5 . 0 0

$ 352.73

Total to date 

C o r r e c t i o n i n M a r c h R e c e i p t
l i s t : B rush , Co lo . , shou ld be

$7,014.51 Sincerely,
O l a f R . J u h l ,

S y n o d T r e a s u r e r . 6 . 0 0
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of promoting ant i -Semit ic propaganda
t h r o u g h i t s p e r i o d i c a l , “ T h e E l e v e n t h
Hour,” and other publications, “ is not
s p o n s o r e d o r o f fi c i a l l y c o r m e c t e d w i t h
a n y o f t h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h b o d i e s i n
this country,” the statement said.

I t a d d e d t h a t t h e e i g h t p a r t i c i p a t i n g
b o d i e s o f t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l
a n d t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h — M i s s o u r i

S y n o d , “ h a v e h a d n o c o n n e c t i o n w i t h
the Lu theran Research Soc ie ty and have
espoused no par t o f i t s p rogram.

T h e L u t h e r a n R e s e a r c h S o c i e t y h a s ,
t h r o u g h i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s a n d o t h e r w i s e ,
p r o m o t e d a n a l l e g e d c a n c e r r e m e d y
a n d o t h e r d r u g s f o r m e r l y d i s t r i b u t e d
by Dr. William F. Koch of Detroit,
M i c h . , w h i c h d r u g s h a v e b e e n q u e s ¬
t ioned by the Un i ted S ta tes government ,
a c c o r d i n g t o c o u n s e l . T h e s e d r u g s a r e
c u r r e n t l y d i s t r i b u t e d b y a n o r g a n i z a ¬
t i o n k n o w n a s t h e C h r i s t i a n M e d i c a l
R e s e a r c h L e a g u e .

T h e s t a t e m e n t s a i d f u r t h e r t h a t L a w ¬
r e n c e F . R e i l l y , w h o o r g a n i z e d t h e
Lutheran Research Society in 1946, and
i s i t s e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , i s n o t a m e m ¬
ber of the minister ium of any of the
L u t h e r a n b o d i e s i n A m e r i c a . A l l o r ¬

d a i n e d c l e r g y m e n i n t h e L u t h e r a n
Church had such membership.

The statement was s igned' by the Rev.
D r. C a r l E . L u n d - Q u i s t , e x e c u t i v e s e c ¬
r e t a r y o f t h e D i v i s i o n o f P u b l i c R e l a ¬
tions of the National Lutheran Council,
and the Rev. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann,
d i r e c t o r o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c
R e l a t i o n s o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h — M i s ¬
s o u r i S y n o d .

yv\\\\\V\VVWVV\V\\VWV\VWWWAVX\UUW.WVWWU\WV>In memory o f Soren Hols t Mad¬
s e n , C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a , R o ¬
l a n d J o h a n s e n s , A l f J o h a n ¬
s e n , J o h a n n e s J o h a n s e n ,
E r i c k J o h a n s e n s a n d M r s .

Jens Johansen, all of Tyler,
Minn. 

Mrs. Marie Knudsen, Walter
Olsens, Mrs. Chas. Olsen,
V e r n o n J o h n s o n s , A . E .
F r e d e r i k s e n s a n d L .
Hansens 

In memory of Mrs. Herluf Poul-
sen. Luck, Wis., West Den¬
mark Ladies’ Aid

In memory o f Mrs . Chr is t ine
Petersen, Des Moines, friends
in D. M. 

I n memory o f P. C . By l l i ng ,
L o s A n g e l e s , E m m a n u e l ’ s
church, Los Angeles

F o r C h i l d r e n :

Trinity Luth. Sunday School,
Victory, Mich. 

Danish Luth. Ladies’ Aid, Al-
den, Minn. 

F o r R i b e r ’ s W o r k :
D.A.Y.P.L., Gayvi l le, S. D. —
For Lamps i n t he Kae r i ban i

B o y s ’ S c h o o l :
Olav Pedersen, Lindsay,. Nebr.

N E W S B R I E F S

S O V I E T A U T H O R I T I E S B A R
B I S H O P D I B E L I U S F R O M O F F I C E

N e w Y o r k — T h e S o v i e t - c o n t r o l l e d
r a d i o i n B e r l i n h a s a n n o u n c e d t h a t
Bishop Otto Dibel ius no longer could
h e a d t h e E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h o f B e r l i n -
B r a n d e n b u r g i n t h e E a s t e r n Z o n e o f
Germany, according to areport issued
h e r e o n J u n e 8 b y t h e U n i t e d P r e s s .

B i s h o p D i b e l i u s , w h o i s p r e s i d e n t o f
t h e E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h i n G e r m a n y
( E K I D ) , c i r c u l a t e d a W h i t s u n t i d e p a s ¬
t o r a l l e t t e r w h i c h c h a r g e d t h a t t h e
Russains had rev ived the Gestapo, made
r e l i g i o u s o b s e r v a n c e “ p r a c t i c a l l y i m ¬
possible” and were responsible for the

d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s
o f G e r m a n s .

I n h i s l e t t e r t o c o n g r e g a t i o n s i n h i s
diocese, the bishop called on the church
t o r a i s e i t s v o i c e a g a i n s t t h e p o l i t i c a l
f o r c e b e i n g u s e d t o e l i m i n a t e “ r i g h t
e v e n i f “ a t fi r s t i t b r i n g s d i s t r e s s a n d
d a n g e r . ”

7 . 0 0

L .
4 . 0 0

3 . 0 0

4 . 3 5

u

5 . 0 0

4 0 . 0 0 i t

2 5 . 0 0

U L C A C O M P L E T E S T H I R D
S T E W A R D S H I P F I L M

N e w Y o r k — “ L i k e A M i g h t y A r m y ,
t h i r d i n t h e s e r i e s o f s t e w a r d s h i p m o ¬
t i o n p i c t u r e s p r o d u c e d b y T h e U n i t e d
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a , w i l l b e
s h o w n i n t h e U L C A’ s 4 , 0 0 0 c o n g r e g a ¬
t i o n s t h i s f a l l t o s p e a r h e a d t h e s t e w ¬
a r d s h i p p r o m o t i o n p r o g r a m .

T h i s n e w fi l m , t h e t h i r d U L C A p r o ¬
d u c t i o n , w i l l b e u s e d e x c l u s i v e l y i n
U L C A c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h i s f a l l a n d w i l l
be re leased on January 1 th rough Cathe¬
d r a l F i l i n s d i s t r i b u t o r s f o r u s e b y o t h e r
denom ina t i ons . Lease a r rangemen ts w i t h
o t h e r L u t h e r a n c h u r c h b o d i e s w i l l b e

handled by the Muhlenberg Press, Phil¬
a d e l p h i a .

“ L i k e A M i g h t y A r m y , ” a f o u r - r e e l e r
i n b l a c k a n d w h i t e , d r i v e s h o m e t h e
f a c t t h a t a C h r i s t i a n c o n g r e g a t i o n i s
n o t a s o c i a l c l u b b u t a f e l l o w s h i p o f
disciples Of Christ who must practice
t h e i r r e l i g i o n .

The produc t ion and d is t r ibu t ion o f
t h e s e s t e w a r d s h i p fi l m s a r e fi n a n c e d
jointly by the United Lutheran Church
a n d i t s L u t h e r a n L a y m e n ’ s M o v e m e n t
f o r S t e w a r d s h i p .

Other stewardship films produced by
t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a r e “ A n d
Now ISee” and “Sa l t o f t he Ear th ,
both of which are being widely used
by other denominations in stewardship
a n d e v a n g e l i s m p r o g r a m s a n d i n t h e
regular courses of ins t ruct ion in the
church and Sunday schoo l .

8 . 1 0

2 0 0 . 0 0

.$1,051.49

.$4,441.20
To t a l f o r M a y —
Tota l s ince Jan. 1

Acknowledged w i th s incere thanks
for every contr ibut ion.

D a g m a r M i l l e r ,
Ty l e r , M i n n .

Please continue making M. O. payable
to Hampton, Iowa.

F O R R E N T
< ( Helweg’s Cottage” at West Den¬
m a r k o n B u t t e r n u t L a k e i s f o r
r e n t b y t h e w e e k o r m o n t h . A
b e a u t i f u l l o c a t i o n .

W r i t e t o :

Henry Bensen,
L u c k , W i s .
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Organist and Choir Director, full¬
t i m e o r p a r t - t i m e p o s i t i o n . G i v e
t ra in ing and exper ience in fi rs t
l e t t e r .

F I R S T L U T H E R A N C H U R C H
R e v. C a r l H . S a n d g r e n

4 6 4 M a r i a Av e . , S t . P a u l 6 , M i i m .
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M A N A G E R S W A N T E DC O

3 The synod’s Old People’s Home
at Tyler, Minnesota, has aposition
o p e n f o r a m a r r i e d c o u p l e t o m a n ¬
a g e t h e h o m e o n o r b e f o r e S e p ¬
t e m b e r 1 .
Further details may be haiL-from
the superintendent of the home.

R e v. E n o k M o r t e n s e n
T y l e r . M i n n .

w N L C , M I S S O U R I S Y N O D D I S A V O W
L U T H E R A N R E S E A R C H S O C I E T Y

N e w Y o r k — T h e L u t h e r a n R e s e a r c h
S o c i e t y o f D e t r o i t w a s d i s a v o w e d i n a
joint statement issued here by the Na¬
t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l a n d t h e L u t h ¬
eran Church—Missour i Synod , wh ich
r e p r e s e n t v i r t u a l l y a l l t h e L u t h e r a n
groups in America.

T h e S o c i e t y, w l i l c l i b u s b e e n a c c u s e d
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