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Text Of Statement On The International Situation
Adopted By

THE GENERAL BOARD OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST
IN THE U.S.A.. January 17. 1951

The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., taking into account the
grave crisis v/ith which the world of nations is confronted, calls upon the people of our churchesto be steadfast in prayer that, under the guidance of Almighty God, the conditions of peace with
justice may be established and a general war may be averted.

We reject the view that a third world war is inevitable. To believe that nations are being
driven into war by some blind destiny beyond their power to resist, is fatalism of the most
pagan sort. Let those who have taken upon themselves the name of Christ, resist such council
of despair.

The National Council has approved a study looking toward the preparation of a message
on the Churches and the Nation in the Crisis. Pending the preparation of this message we express
t h e f o l l o w i n g v i e w s : . . . . i . t . . u x t . ^ j

I We believe the United States should seek to strengthen the ties by which the freedom
loving peoples in all the nations are bound together. All nations are members of one human
family under God. This truth will be ignored only at the gravest peril to ourselves and others.

II. We believe in the United Nations.
III. We believe the United States should negotiate without appeasement with other gov

ernments both within and without the United Nations, in an effort to reach agreements thai
w i l l s e c u r e p e a c e w i t h j u s t i c e . . . i

IV. We believe the United States, preferably through the United Nations, should imple
ment with all possible dispatch, a program of assistance to the underprivileged peoples of the

A just and durable peace cannot be fully achieved except as people everywhere become
responsive to those moral and spiritual imperatives which are of the essence of our faith in
Christ To carry forward with increasing zeal the world mission of the Church is to hasten
the day when our own and succeeding generations may be delivered from the scourge of war.

It is our fervent prayer that the President of the United States, his advisors, the members
of Congress and our people generally, may have recourse to that spiritual power which is of God.
It is in the spiritual power derived from a relationship to the righteousness and love of God
that our nation must and will find the strength and the guidance to fulfill its international re
sponsibil i t ies.

h o p e o r d e s p a i r
By Holgar M. Andersen

Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Wilbur, Wash.
New Year's Day—Confirmation with Holy Communion
Eph. 2:11-18. "Remember, you were In those days outside

Christ, aliens—and strangers to the covenants of the promise;
devoid of hope and God within the world. Wheras now.
within Christ Jesus, you who once were far away, have been
brought near by the sacrifice of Christ. For He is our ̂ ace.
He who has made of us both a unity and destroyed the barrierswhich kept us apart. He came with a gospel of Peace ̂ or
those far away and for those who were near; for it through
Him that we both enjoy our access to God the tamer, mo n e s p i r i t . " ^

When I was a child I used to anticipate the booking of
one of the Andy Hardy motion pictui-e series in our local
theater Perhaps this was because I too readily identified

myself with the escapades of Andy. Whatever the reason,
I did enjoy the repetitive plot in which Andy invariably
became involved in some difficulty which necessitated a
consultation with his father. Mr. Hardy would summon Andy
into the privacy of his study and have a man-to-man talk
w i t h h i m .

Children living in a home in a community which is pre
dominantly adult find that much of that which goes on
around them is carried out on a level of abstraction which
is above their comprehension. So it behooves us as adults
occasionally to bring ourselves down to the level of the
child and have a man-to-man talk; speaking with adult ma
turity and understanding at the level of childhood experience
a n d k n o w l e d g e .

I have felt a growing need in our churches to bring the
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gospel we preach down to the level of the experience and
knowledge of those who come from week to week to hear
it proclaimed. The real test of any abstraction is Avhether
or not you are able to take it down the ladder until you
reach the level that it has a basis for meaning to those who
listen. This should be of primary importance to those of

who spend our lives trying to influence others. I should
like to leave no doubt in your minds this morning as to the
message ou r t ex t con ta i ns .

I I

In the world in which we live and with the critical times
before us, nothing could be more important from the Christian
point of view, than the words of our text. We need the
assurance of hope in days of despair, that, though we have
been aliens from God, devoid of hope and without God in
the world. He has, or can, make us united in a common
faith. He has, or can, break down the barriers which divide
us. He, it is, who has preached the gospel of peace near
and far that we all may have access to one God, through His
spirit. Let that message become vitally alive in our hearts
t o d a y.

Our despair today grows out of the realization that wars
between nations and peoples seem inevitable. That once the
wheels have begun to turn they gain momentum and we are
helpless in averting the eventual catastrophe. Our hope to
day rests upon the fact that we do have a basis upon which
to exer t our o ffor ts , not to aver t war but to win a fina l
victory; to win the war before it becomes manifest on the
batt lefield. Wars are never won on the batt lefield. Batt le
fields are but the open sores of an underlying infection. It
is this infection which we must counteract: The war of con
flicting ideologies seeking to gain dominance in the lives of
men. This struggle is going on within all of us and it is
one for which we need to arm ourselves. We need, in the
words of Paul, "to put on the breastplate of righteousness
and the armour of truth," for they are the weapons with which
evil and falsity can be overcome. The Judases, the Benedict
Arnolds, the Quislings and a host of other less illustrious
figures parade before us as examples of men in whom just
such a struggle took place and in whom there was not suf
ficient moral conviction "to stand in the evil day."

We are constantly being bombarded with the ideological
germs of evil men. Their propaganda is being poured in a
steady stream into our systems through all of the media
of communications in our modern world. Subtly and without
our conscious knowledge thereof, their insidious thoughts are
projected into our thinking and begin to exert their deadly
influence upon our behavior. It is their intent and purpose
to effect the diametric opposite of that about which our text
speaks. It is designed specifically to germinate the infection
o f d i s con ten t and confl i c t , r a t he r t han peace ; t o e rec t ba r r i e r s
between us and create social distance between groups; to
f o s t e r d i s u n i t y a n d t h u s t o r e n d e r u s w e a k a n d i n e f f e c t i v e
and ripe for conquest and slavery. The ultimate aim is to de
feat Christian civilization and its attending values.

This then, is not just a minister's speculation about theo
logical abstractions. It is bringing the gospel down to the
bedrock of reality with which we are faced today. It is a
man-to-man statement of fact—that unless we are aware of
what we believe and are awake enough to recognize the wolf
who comes to us in sheep's clothing, we will become the vic
tims of a dreaded social infection which will destroy the
tissues of society.

I l l

It is possible that you are able to take il from here and
make your own deductions, but in case there is any doubt in
your minds as to what your course of action should be, here
are a few simple but important suggestions, all of which are
based upon the gospel of Christ as it has been preached from
the Christian pulpit since its beginning.

The first important step is concerning Christian Nurture.
It is obvious that the seeds of love are planted in the same
way that the seeds of hate are planted. They are projected
into your mind by repetitive exposure and suggestion. Ex-

February 5, 1951
pose yourself at every opportunity to the influence of Christian
thought, teaching, fellowship and experience. Attend Church
regularly. Help your children at home to know Christ and
His way of life and make use of every chance to bring them
into contact with their church and things Christian. Be selec
tive in your own pursuits and supervise the, recreational pur
suits of your children; know what movies they see, what radio
programs they hear and what comic books they read. Leave
no area in their lives void; fill each nook with the desire for
truth and for the ultimate good.

This New Year's season is the time when we all make
New Year's resolutions. Some of us do so in a solemn mood,
some in half-hearted acknowledgement of our inadequacy,
some in jest. Whatever the case may be we are observing
what is essentially a basic Christian, spiritual operation. But
our resolutions need to be more than just decisions on our
part, they need the impetus of moral motivation. One place
where your faith is nurtured to give you the assist that you
need is in the observance of the Lord's Supper. Here you
have the backward look, acknowledgement of past mistakes,
resolve to improve—and forgiveness, the chance to forget the
past and make a new start. We have been aliens and without
God in the world, but He can bring those of us who are
distant, nigh.

Second, faith must not only be nurtured, it must be ex
ercised. I am acquainted with a veteran of the first world
war who was slightly wounded at the battle of Verdun. His
wound was not serious enough to incapacitate him. Physio
therapy and a little effort could have restored his leg, Buthe realized that the government would pay him a disability
pension if he did not recover, so he feigned a game leg and
walked about with a crutch. Today, for lack of exercise he
i s u n a b l e t o u s e h i s l e g a t a l l . '

We might summarize the possible ways in which to exer
cise your faith by saying, "If there is anything which stands
as an obstacle (is a barrier) between you and God or your
fellowman, eliminate it; don't take a chance, it isn't worth
it." Many dangerous seeds have already germinated and
need to be arrested in their growth. Prejudice against minority
groups or individuals is one of the most dangerous. Nourish-
mg hatred, animosity or bitterness in your heart, is another
Being afraid of what "people will think" when you refuse to
condone wrong and being afraid of what the cost will be
are still others. Try always to do that which you know will
strengthen the ties of love, increase mutual tolerance and
understanding and demonstrate the love of God and the grace
o f C h r i s t i n y o u r l i f e .

I V

Do not give in to despair. Let us renew our hope that as
Bospel of peace is preached far and near, we will be

^ited in spirit and that the barriers between us may bea n d J ' i n w o r s h i pand communion and we must exercise it in our daily lifeAmerica and the people of the world will become Long
spiritually when we all individually have been brought nigh
and have put on the armor of truth and the breastplate of
r igh teousness .

Man to man, don't you agree?

Wilbur, Wash. New Year's Day, 1951. Confirmation Service
w i t h H o l y C o m m u n i o n .
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National Council of Churches of Christ U. S. A.

(Continued)
I

L E A D E R S A R E I N S TA L L E D
The convention closed Friday night on a note of

dedication. Solemn promises to administer their sev
eral offices "to the glory of God and the advance
ment of His Kingdom" were made before the altar
by the Council's newly-designated leadership. With
Dr. Hermann Morse as master .of ceremonies, Bishop
Sherrill, the other officers, the general board and the
staff of more than 125 men and women, most of them
with many years of service in the merging agencies,
moved forward in turn to take their pledges of con
stant fidelity to the constitution.

Clerical and academic garb mingled with the street
clothes of lay men and lay women in the processional
that opened the service of installation and consecra
tion. It was led by the Messiah chorus, composed of
275 Clevelanders; the women in white gowns, the
men in dark suits. The officers were seated on the
stage, the general board around the white tables
forming a cross, the staff at red tables, surrounded
the general board.

The speaking on the closing night was shared by
Bishop Sherrill, in the vestments of a bishop of the
Episcopal Church, and the Rev. Eugene Carson Blake,
pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Pasadena, Calif.

The long-range significance of the National Coun
cil, said Dr. Blake, can be "measured by the quality
and persistence of the individual Christian disciple-
ship of the leaders of our churches."

Calling for the end of religious competition, Dr.
Blake said that the words of this week would be in
sincere unless they mean "that no longer are we going
to continue in the old paths of denominational rival
r i e s . "

"Free churches in America," he added, "are stronger
and will remain stronger than any religious rivals,
not by attacking others, but by increased devotion
to their own tasks and to Him who leads them."

In his presidential address, Bishop Sherrill de
clared the formation of the National Council, "iri a
time of confusion and discord is a promise of a high
hope for the future."

"The churches here represented are determined
without compromise," he added, "to cooperate whole
heartedly in those great fields of endeavor in which
we are essentially one."

Calling the times "stern" and labeling the forces
of evil "powerful and relentless" the newly-elected
president condemned "laissez faire Christianity, without dynamic force" as inadequate. "Only a church
of deep conviction and spiritual experience." he em
phasized, "can meet the necessities of our times.

"The real problem which confronts the churches
is not the strength of the enemy without, but the

C l e v e l a n d , O h i o
November 28-December L 1950

Holger O. Nielsen.
quality of the spiritual life within. The coimcil can
only be strong as the churches are strong."

On this note and a benediction by the bishop, the
c o n v e n t i o n e n d e d .

The meeting at Cleveland was a great experience.
The weather l ike the world s i tuat ion was dark and
stormy. Cleveland, however, was in more than one
sense "like the rush of a mighty wind."*

God grant that His Holy Spirit may guide and
sustain the Nat ional Counci l of Churches of Chr ist
in U. S. A. through these turbulent years that lie
a h e a d .

I I

T H E N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L W I L L H E L P

. Y O U A N D Y O U R C H U R C H

1—by providing an authentic expression of ihe
Christ ian conscience in matters of re l ig ious l iberty,
human rights, family life, social welfare, world peace,
emergency relief needs, and other major moral issues.

2—by promoting cooperative campaigns for evan
gelism and stewardship, and by providing service to
special groups such as migrants, share-croppers, and
n e w A m e r i c a n s .

3—by sponsoring and supporting leadership insti
tutes, training schools, summer conferences, youth pro
grams and similar activities.

4—by presenting cooperatively on college and uni
versity campuses the central appeal for Christian com
mitment in one's life and vocation, including service
in the ministry at home or abroad.

5—by linking youth and laymen in Christian
thought and action with other youth and laymen be
yond their own denominational connections.

6—by emphasizing the Church's contribution to
mental and physical health and strengthening inter
denominational chaplaincy service to hospitals, prisons
a n d o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s .

7—^by serving as a clearing house for full reports
and statistics bearing on church membership, attend
ance, benevolent giving, denominational organizations
and other useful information.

8—by developing a sense of world-wide fellowship
with sister churches overseas.

9—by presenting in common terms the great appeals
of home and foreign missions, for adequate financial
support and for consecrated and well-equipped leader
s h i p p e r s o n n e l . \

10—by making missionary giving and missionary
service more effective through united planning and
co-ordinated use of all resources.

Xi_by providing publicity, program and study
materials for missionary education, week-day religious
education, social legislation, public issues with Chris
tian implications.

12—by offering a single inclusive agency to deal
with the Armed Services with respect to the chaplaincy,
♦Book o f Ac ts 2 .
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or on special matters with other governmental agencies.

13~by representing united American Protestant
interests, when necessary or desirable, in relation to
the government in Washington.

14—by working constructively in areas of radio,
television, and moving pictures, both for the improve
ment of commercial programs and for using these
media to interpret Christian ideals.

15—by offering expert counsel respecting church
architecture and building programs.

16—by preparing and publishing Sunday school
lessons. Aids to Worship, and notably, the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible.

17—by bringing together for mutual consultation
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and cooperation denominational specialists in many
fields, such as publicity, finance, rural or urban prob
lems, both at home and abroad.

18—by encouraging and assisting in the establishment of local councils of churches, of church women,
of laymen, and of youth, for the sake of making the
Christian faith a more vital force in community life,
and providing for it a more effective means of Chris
t i a n s e r v i c e .

19—by linking the churches and stimulating their
efforts through joint observances such as World Wide
Communion, Race Relations Sunday, Religious Education Week, World Day of Prayer, Reformation Sunday,
and the Lenten Fellowship of Prayer.

The Spirit of Worship
By Marius Krog

I I

O U R L I T U R G Y A N D I T S H I S TO R I C A L
B A C K G R O U N D

The Spirit of Worship, winding its majestic course
through the ages, has carried many a beautiful flower
of worship on its bosom. They grew here and there
among the "Forefathers in The Faith" and have come
downstream to us as the classics of liturgy. They
are ours for the time being, but we shall, most cer
tainly, pass them on to those who follow after us.

Perhaps it is not entirely correct to speak of classics
outside of the fields of fine arts; but the term may
well be applied to some of the elements of our liturgy;
it helps to underscore that these expressions of wor
ship have run the hard gauntlet of the classics and
proved their worth generation after generation.

A classic of the finer arts has something of the
great, the deep, the vast, the true and the best of the
universe inherent within it; it brings a satisfaction
which is more than earthly, a taste of eternity, so to
speak. It is for this reason that a classic continues
to appeal to the discerning souls of the passing gen
erations. A piece of art which fails to pass this acid
test will be dropped by the wayside and forgotten.
But all this may well be said of some of the elements
of liturgy; they, too, have run the gauntlet of dis
cerning souls.The purpose of liturgy Is to serve the right spirit
with the right form. It is, of course, the spirit which
counts most, but even in the matter of form, the best
is not too good for God. Worshipers, as thoy lifted
their hearts to the Creator, have all known the
struggle of finding just the right form for expressing
their innermost. This struggle has gone on through
long milleniums. Whenever a medium of expression
was found which served the right spirit with the
right form,^ that medium was treasured highly andwas embodied into the corporate worship. If it was
able to prove its worth to the passing generations,
it became a classic of liturgy and belonged to the best
of the ages. It is in this manner that most of our
liturgy has been built up.

Our worship service is not a shifting religious
program constantly in need of a new variety of

novelties to keep it from going to pieces. On the
contrary, we use the same forms and order of service
Sunday after Sunday, year in and year out. Count
less attempts have been made to better that service
with something new and more alluring; but the church
is sceptical of replacements and has invariably re
turned to the old forms. It turns back to them, be
cause, as a whole, they are the best forms which havebeen found. This does not mean that our liturgy is
beyond all improvements; (I shall return to this point
later.) but it does mean that the suggested replace
ments have not been able to run the gauntlet test.
Most of the elements of our worship are beyond the
point of being tested; it is rather worshipers who
are on trial: Is the right spirit is within them to
match the right form which is already there' Who
is there, great enough, to create a better?

Where would turn to find a more wonderful bene
d i c t i o n t h a n :

"The Lord bless thee and keep thee;
The Lord make His face to shine upon thee
And be gracious unto thee;
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee
And give thee peace"? Numbers 6,24r-26)

Again, what could possibly take the place of the
holy sacraments? Who could improve the Lord's

the HolyWrit? Where are better psalms to come from' As
for our best hymns, they too have proved their worth
Give us better ones, and count on us to rejoice in
t h e m .

While we are naturally sceptical of having the ir
replaceable replaced, we must beware not to spikethe door against everything that is new. Classics may
still be forthcoming Let us beware of the example
of the Pharisees, who claimed that only what had
been taught by those of old, could possibly be con
sidered valid. On the other hand, let the new be putto the test of the best. If it is without worth, it will
f a l l b y t h e w a y s i d e . ' "

The following is an attempt to point out where
the various parts of our liturgy originated. The writer
does not. in any way pretend to be a historian He
IS rather a reporter of what some historians have
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brought to light. (See the bibleography.) The limited
space allows only a sketchy presentation of their
fi n d i n g s . ^ . u

"Salvation is from the Jews." Let us, then, iirst
of all, turn to the archaic beginnings of the Jewish
religion, in order to see if any flower of liturgical
beauty has come down-stream from them to us."As stated previously, the oldest form for worship
was sacrificial. Burnt-offerings are mentioned in the
scriptures as early as Cain and Abel, Noah and Abra
ham. The rites of their sacrifices have undoubtedly
been very primitive. It seems that the individual
God-seeker was left to devise his own ways and means
of worship. But there is an early ordinance which
is very significant:

"An Altar of earth shalt thou make unto Me and
shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, thy sheep
and thine oxen; in every place where I cause My name
to be remembered I will come unto thee and I will
bless thee. And if thou make Me an altar of stone,
thou shalt not build it of hewn stones." (Exodus 20,24)

This points to great simplicity: no meditatmg priest
is needed; an altar of soil or rough stones is good
enough, but the spot is important; "a place God has
caused His name to be remembered," in other words,
a place already rich with the experience of God. The
sacramental memories make for the right spirit of
worship in all the simplicity of the setting. It is
not the altar which counts most, but the soul-to-soul
relationship between the worshiper and God.

It was not long, however, before the sound, simple
way of worship was prohibited. A rigid system ofrituals and regulations took over. The "law was laid
down," touching the minutest details of life, conduct
and worship. The sancturaries of sacrifice, rich with
memories of God, were abolished, (or supposed to have
been) Sacrificing was monopolized by the tabernacle.
The restrictions were punctilious to the point of pain.
The new set-up gives the feeling of stark barreness,
spiritually speaking. What then, did God change His
mind'? Did he prefer worship by rites rather than
by simplicity? Hardly.—Many historians claim, that
the new stringent code was the making of priests who
lived many centuries later, but they vow their con
ceptions into the old law and ascribed it all to Moses
to give it the real tinge of authority.

If the new code were written by Moses, it seems
to have gone under-ground for centuries. At any rate,
there is definite proof that some very vital ordinances
were left unobserved even by pious judges, and
prophets. They continued' to bring burnt-offermgs
wherever God had "caused His name to be remem
bered."

However, right in the midst of the barreness of
legalistic religion and in spite of the meddling priests,
we find the first blossom of liturgy which has come
to hold such a prominent and permanent place m our
own worship, namely, the benediction: The Lord bless
thee and keep thee; It is also here that the day of rest
appears to take its place and hold it until our day.It was called emphatically "the Shabbath of Shabba-
than," i. e., The Holy day of Holiness. The religious
festivals of the Jews were ordained at this time also.
In the Passover, (Independence Day) we recognize the
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faint outlines of our own Easter, falling then as now
on the first Sunday after the first full moon after
spring equinox. And in the Festival of the First Fruit
we see the setting of Whitsunday. Christ took over -
these two joyous festivals and gave them a greater
intrinsic value for all time to come.

During the reign of King David the Jewish nation
became history-conscious and that brought a valuable
contribution to the sacred scriptures which also be
came ours. A group of scribes set to work collecting
folklore and tales of history, etc., etc. Their writings,
which in our day have been called the Yahweh ver
sion, were later pieced into the Old Testament here
and there, but the pieces may still be traced because
of their wholesome simplicity.

Another contribution of high value was added to
the spiritual treasures of the world at this time. David
the great Bard of the Human Soul, created his won
derful psalter and gave articulation to what millions
of groping worshipers could not have found words
to say otherwise. His psalms, for sheer strength and
beauty and spiritual insight, may well be classified
with the gospels and the epistles.

The setting of worship had never before, and never
since, been more imposing than in the temple of
Solomon, one of The Seven Wonders of the World.
But the bloody sacrifices, which were performed with
in the ornate walls, were strangely incongrous with
the splendor of the temple. Blood-sacrifices had
been given predominance as the nation prospered, the
number of animal-offerings grew to such proportions
that neither the spaceous court, nor the brazen altar
for offerings could accomodate the hordes of animals.
The temple became a veritable slaughterhouse. The
atmosphere was filled with the stench of blood, it
reeked with the pungent smell of burning flesh, piles
of hides and great masses of offal.

But over the carnage of the bloody sacrifices rose
the chants of jubilant worshipers. For the code
called not only for sacrifices but also for praise of
Jehovah. There were triumphant processions of many
and well-trained choirs and their singing was accom
panied by orchestral music. Worship-in-song grew
to a great height;—litanies, psalms, and impressive
versicles. All this became the forerunners for our
praise, hymnaries chants, litanies' and versicles.

After the Jewish nation had split cross-wise, there
was much rivalry between the two sectors. This led
to the writing of a new version of history and folk
lore. The so-called Elohim version appeared. It was
more scholarly than the Yahweh version, but it lacked
its simplicity and straightforwardness. This new ver
sion was also pieced into the scripture. The world
has gained a new and valuable contribution.

The Bible was in the making. A "lost" book was
found in the masonry of the temple, it was the Book of
Deuteronomy, supposed to have been w.ritten by Moses.
With this "discovery," the people were suddenly shown
how they should have lived and worshiped all these
centuries. A great religious reformation followed, but
everything was soon disrupted and the Jews became a
nation of displaced persons. In the Babylonian exile
the priests set to work revising the law and making
the code of ritualism more punctilious than ever.
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After the return to the homeland, they set them
selves up as the ruling class. They maintained that
since God was above all, it followed that his servants
should also be given first place. The institution of
priesthood, however, seems to have been absolutely
barren spiritually. Emphasis was placed on the ob
servance of ceremonies rather than on spirituality.
In spite of their favored position in the nation, the
priests made no contribution to spiritual progress.
On the contrary, they were the deadliest enemies of
the prophets, who labored to redeem the times. To
these men of God, with their ringing challenges of
righteousness and their deeply inspired messages, wor
shipers will always owe a great debt of gratitude.
These outstanding men of Israel may well be called
the pre-Christians. Their writings are among the
best o f the B ib le .

It was after the exile that the synagogues started
to flourish, In a sense, they took the place of the
old sanctuaries for burnt-offerings where God "had
caused His name to be remembered." In comparison
to the far-fetched ritualism of the temple, the syna
gogue service was rather flexible. It was intended
for instruction in the scriptures rather than for wor
ship. No priest was needed, but there were certain
elements of liturgy, such as eulogies, fixed prayers,
lections and benedictions. When the first Christian
congregations "assembled themselves together," their
gatherings bore the stamp of the meetings of the syna
gogue. This stamp, however was not indelible, al
though there were some elements from the synagogue
s e r v i c e w h i c h w e r e r e t a i n e d .

The sacred writings had gone through a long period
of compilation and revision and the making of the Old
Testament was now in its final stages. No nation
ever gave such great gifts to the world as the Old
Testament and the Founder of Christianity. "Salva
tion is from the Jews."

Since Jesus came to fulfill the law and the pro
phets, he also came to give fullness to the worship of
God. We know He grew up in an atmosphere of
devoutness; he shared in the services of the temple
and the synagogue; but it is clear that He considered
Himself above both: "One Greater than the temple
is here." With him the time had come to "worship
in spirit and in. truth." The "new wine" was not to
be placed in th^"old wineskins" but was to be al
lowed to create its own forms as they were needed.

Jesus, himself, had his own way of communing
with God. In his case, there was no need of fixed
forms for worship; He was able to worship freely and
creatively and to find the forms as the need arose.
But He did accept the baptism of John and He did
obser\'e the ceremony of the Passover supper. But
He took them over and sublimated them to a greater
u s e .

Baptism did not originate with John, the son of
Zaccharias. It was an old rite of purification before
his time. It was administered to proselytes, i. e., con
verts to the Jewish faith. The early principle of bap
tism was this: as the convert was immersed into the
water, he was symbolically cleansed from heathen-
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ism; as he emerged he had, supposedly, become a new
being and was, from then on, regarded as a Jew. It
was this ceremony which John the Baptist took over
and began to apply to born-Jews as a sign that they,
too, stood in need of a thorough change to be worthy
of the kingdom which was "at hand." It was an en
tirely unorthodox arrangement, but Jesus endorsed
It, by accepting it in person. In His case, however,
the great plus of the Holy spirit was added to the
baptism, and that made all the difference in the world.

John's baptism had been "only with water," andit was based on the wavering resolve of the converts,
gentiles and Jews, to change to a life of righteousness!But Christ gave us the baptism by the Holy Spirit
and water, based on the power of God. Baptism was
lifted from a mere human resolution to be a sacra
ment f rom God.

With the sacrament of Holy Communion Jesus also
took over an old Jewish ceremony and sublimated
it. It was the Pascal (Easter) supper. The prepara
tion of the food for that memorial meal, as well as
the serving and the sharing of it, had to follow a fixed
order. Jesus "on the night in which he was betrayed"
followed this order until he came to the third "cup"
the Cup of Blessing"; to the amazement of his dis
ciples He, 'then, broke that order and took'the bread
and gave it to them as His body; then He also took the
Cup of Blessing" and gave it to them as the "Cup of

The New Testament" in His blood.
The old system of bloody sacrifice was brought to

an end, made invalid by the great sacrifice which
Jesus made of Himself. In his crucifixion we see the
awfulness of sin, all sin, mine and yours, as God sees
It; but in the sacraments we see the loving, longinghand of God reachmg out His Salvation to all sinners.
No greater gift has ever been made.

(To be continued)

The New Man
You have heard it was said, "An eye for an eye

and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you. do not
resist one who is evil. I must associate this with
the Isaish prediction of the Messiah: "He was despised
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief: and as one from whom men hide their face
he was despised."

Isaiah and Jesus are here presenting a man who
IS a contrast to our national concept of what a man
ought to be. The average parent wants a boy whocan fistfully defend himself ancT when he grows up
they want him to join the families and the organizations which can enable him to toe his work The girl
adores the he-man who can knock down the com
petitor. In public opinion the man who refuses to
shoot the enemy belongs in the gas chamber. What
would we say about the prisoner in Dostoievski's "The
errand Inquisitor" if we saw him? His response tothe very evil one was a kiss of love.

Can we blame the stout and patriotic pharisees for
(Continued on Page Nine)
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Our Women's Work
Mrs. Johann© Li l leh0j / Kimbal l ion, Iowa

E d i t o r

Page -7

United Council Of Churcli Women
"For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family
in Heaven and earth is named." —Eph. 3:14,15.

In the last issue of the Lutheran Tidings is an
enlightening article by Rev. Holger O. Nielsen about
the Constituting Convention of the National Council
of Churches of Christ in U. S. A., which was held in
Cleveland last November and attended by six leaders
of our Synod. Other articles about this convention
and the Council of Churches of Christ are promised
by the editor of Lutheran Tidings. These should merit
our careful attention and study.

Last spring I joined the United Council of Church
Women of America in its sweeping campaign for an
enrollment of one million women. The depth and
the significance of this group became clear to me
through its World Day of Prayer for Peace. It was
hoped that a great gap in my life could be filled by
belonging to the ecumenical group of women "who
c a r e . "

I have often compared this group and its mission
with our own WMS and although I thoroughly dis
like organizations and unions, etc., I should gladly
see the WMS become affiliated with this larger, na
tional group of Christian women.

It is my honest conviction that women today every
where must join the ranks and be prepared for the
unexpected opportunities which will arise under God's
guidance and care. Allow me to quote from the Daily
Prayer of the United Council of Church Women of
A m e r i c a :

"Create in us, O God, clean hearts and a right
spirit. Give strength for the daily task and help us
each to see the duty, however small, as service done
for Thee. Let us feel Thee near in whatever may be
fall us. Thou knowest our cares; grant us Thy peace.
Knit us together in love and labor and use by Thy
Spirit for the healing of the nations. To Thy guidance,
Our Father, we commit ourselves. Do with us as
Thou wilt. In Christ's name, Amen!"

Marie M. Hald.

W. M. S. In Des Moines
Living in Des Moines gives one a good opportunity

to see or hear some of the good work of the Women's
Mission Society almost daily. Each week begins with
the glorious ringing of the bell at our beautiful Lu
ther Memorial church, calling our congregation to
gether to worship. This bell was one of the earliestWMS projects and remains as a challenge to the women
of our Synod—literally a ringing testimony to what
we can do when we work together.

Across the street, Grand View College has been a
regular recipient of the help of the Women's Mission

Society. Especially do the two seminary rooms give
evidence of this helping hand. Last summer the two
rooms were painted and attractive modern drapes were
hung in the six huge windows. As our young men
spend a large part of their time for three years in
those two rooms, it seems only right to have the rooms
comfor tab le and a t t rac t ive . In add i t ion , many new
books have also been added to the Seminary Library,
thanks to WMS. At Christmas time, $200 was given
for this and other purposes. The WMS has always
understood the importance of helping this branch of
our Snyod's work.

There is a feeling of optimism in the Seminary
these days as prospects are that next fall we will
have the largest Seminary class in many years. There
are nine enrolled definitely and several others who
have made serious inquiries. Dr. Knudsen did frighten
us one day this week when he came breathlessly to
class and asked, "Do you realize we won't have a
single seminary student next quarter?" Envisioning
a draft notice in each seminary student's mail box,
we asked in consternation: "Why? What's happened?"
His answer: "They're all married!"

Down in the new girls dormitory, the footprints
of WMS are in every room! The dorm furnishing
project which WMS completed last year was one of
the largest projects ever undertaken by our women's
groups. But as the young women come from all our
various congregations to attend our college, it gives
us a good feeling to know that we've all been a part
of making their stay here possible. This year, as a
help to the matron of the girls' dorm, Mrs. Anna Ras-
mussen, WMS purchased an excellent light weight
floor waxer to help the girls keep the yards and yards
of tile floors in good condition. A twelve cup and
a sixteen cup percolator, a strong steel ironing board
and sturdy new pads and covers for the other ironing
boards were also purchased.

There must be many other places at Grand View
that WMS has left its mark. In the difficult years
which undoubtedly are ahead of our college if pres
ent world conditions continue, WMS will very likely
help again and again, as is only fitting. Nowhere is
our Synod so completely represented as at our collego.

Soot notwithstanding, Des Moines is a delightful
place to live. Perhaps all places are when you become
part of the community. But in addition to old people's
home, church and schqol, we also have S. D. Rodholm.
As Grand View's first graduate fifty years ago, he
represents a turning point in the history of our Synod.
Grand View was built somewhat as a last hope to
hold our Synod together—and it has proven to be a
very important link in doing just that. It seemed
like a great occasion when we gathered at Rodholm's
to celebrate this event on January 14. We heard Dr.
Knudsen read an ancient report card dug from the
nethermost depths of the archives—a report card which
gave S. D. a very liberal number of "Udmarket" and
"Meget godt."
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A cheery letter from Mary Riber in India came

this week thanking WMS for the Christmas check—
her letter was just one more of the joys involved in
the task of being WMS treasurer. She promises us
an article soon. "Only two more Christmases in India,
and we will be thinking about packing and coming
home on our first furlough." she writes. "We are
looking forward to it, but there is much to be done
b e f o r e t h a t . "

And here, also, there is much to be done. I have
written only about some of the help given to GVC,
because that is close and very real to us here; but
of course this is only a small portion of the WMS work.
Its help extends far and wide to our foreign missions,
missionaries, publications, seamen's missions, home
missions, etc., etc. Many of otir congregations have
received a real help in time of need from the coopera
tive work of the women in our, Synod. Thanks to
one and all who have helped the WMS work this
year. Our fiscal year closes April 30, so there is good
time for all our women's groups to be a part of the
work again th is year.

Mrs. Axel Kildegaard, WMS Treas.
1443 Boyd
Des Moines 16, Iowa.
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Li tmgy
One of the first tasks that confronted the Com

mittee on Liturgy which was elected at our church
convention in Askov, was the definition of its scope
and function. At first glance this might seem simple.
There has been a growing demand for a consideration
of the various rituals of the church such as confirma
tion, marriage, funerals, etc. The last published book
of ministerial acts is now over 25 years old and long
out of print. There has been a further and more in
sistent demand that our worship service be restudied
and that an attempt be made to bring order out of
what some people have considered to be chaos. It
seemed obvious that a book of ministerial acts should
be prepared and a prescribed order for worship be
d e t e r m i n e d .

But what guarantees could be found that even if
a group of five men on such a committee could agree,
that their decisions and deliberations would carry a
valid and acceptable authority? There are those who
would say that the work of a regularly constituted
committee accepted and adopted by the church in con
vention has its own authority. This writer believes
that such authority is contrary in spirit to the nature
of congregational worship which has always been dear
to our church. The authority which this committee
seeks is rather one of persuasion and common mind.

For that reason the committee was unanimous in
its feeling that the liturgical question of our church
was one that belonged not to this committee but to
the congregations. If we were able to arrive at an
order of worship and a true description of the church
acts, it would be because these had been clarified in
the mind of our church.

The work upon which we are embarked is basically
theological. Liturgy is always the attempt to express

in worship those beliefs and attitudes which are in
herent and basic in a particular group. What do we
intend to experience and express when we gather
Sunday mornings in worship? What does the church
believe is shared or accomplished at a confirmation
service? Unless we have some clarity and common
mind in respect to the answers to such questions, we
can hardly expect to find satisfactory words to convey
their reality in a worship form.

In the search for this clarification and common
mind, the committee has planned a series of articles
that will appear in Lutheran Tidings in forthcoming
issues. One such has already appeared from the
pen of Marius ICrog. As the committee is composed
of individuals, so the articles will represent individual
opinions. The first article represents a happy begin
ning and an honest opinion for which we are grateful.
Not all of us on the committee will completely agree
with it or probably with any of the subsequent articles.
At least such charitable disagreement is to be hoped
for. Our own thinking will be stimulated and our
particular heritage will be enlightened. In anticipa
tion of such crystallization we urge your study and
invite your participation. The study of church liturgy
is the study of worship language. Before one can
really know how to say something, one has to know
what it is that has to be said. Your relevant comments
and rebuttals are invited either by letter to the com
mittee or in the columns of Lutheran Tidings.

A. C. Kildegaard, Chairman.

From Bethel Old People's Home
Wayne, Alberta

By Rev. P. Rasmussen
As we have moved into the town of Wayne for

the winter, we are at present neighbors to the Bethel
Old People's Home. By moving to town we could
better avoid being snowbound, and yet serve the con
gregat ion.

It is a new and rich experience to be here as
î ighbors to the Old People's Home. Now I can visitthe old people there daily, some days several times
a day. And if I have no other duties in the congrega-
tion we have a worship service here at the Home each
bunday af ternoon.It will be as a visitor that I shall try to tell a little
about the Home. As I come over in the morning we
often sing a morning song and share in a brief devo
tion. Mrs. Olsen, who is busy with many other duties
finds time to play the organ and thus lead us in our
singing.At the present time we have eight elderly people
here. They are different in many ways, but they are
all grateful for the privilege of making this their home
and enjoy the service they receive here. '

Mr. E. Olson, manager of the Home, writes; My wife
and I are grateful to God and man for this new service
we have found here in caring for the elderly people
in this new Home. We started the work here July 1st
and we have had many interesting experiences as
w e l l a s s o m e h e a d a c h e s . '

We had a good Christmas here. Pastor Tange from
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Hussar came here to conduct a Christmas service
on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 24th and that was a good
beginning, which continued throughout the Christmas
w e e k .

We are so very grateful to the people of Dalum
who have given so generously of their substance. Along
with the many fine gifts from the Dalum people for
the kitchen of the Home, we received also a sum of
money for which we could buy a Christmas gift" for
every member of the Home.

Pastor Rasmussen comes often to visit us and to
conduct services here. For this we are very thankful.

Mrs. Mary E. Elliot, age 88, of the Home writes:
I arrived here July 6th, and I have the honor of being
the first guest in the Home. I have in every respect
received a hearty, Christian welcome.

The manager and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Olsen
are always kind and considerate, both are of a cheer
ful disposition and every effort is made to create a
home-l ike atmosphere.

Good and wholesome meals are served in the big
dining room, where we partake of our meals as one
large family.

Morning and evening we have a short devotion,
where Mr. Olsen will read a passage of scripture, say
a few words and close with a prayer. With Mrs. Ol
sen at the organ we then close with a hymn.

I enjoy my own very pleasant room where I am
happy to have a few personal treasures! Thus we can
each have privacy in our own room, or we can visit and
share with our neighbors if and when we wish to
d o s o .

I know that I speak for all who are here when I
say that we are well cared for, we are grateful for
the Home with its atmosphere of peace and Christian
fe l lowship.

a scrap of paper in his pocket showing that he was
a m a n .

He was something new. He loved and his love
was positive and 100 per cent. Had he been negative
he would have resisted the evi l one. His love was
poured over the dignified governor, Pilot and it was
so powerful that it broke down the man's austerity.
In the midst of a howling mob. Pilot became so humble
that he could see what the sages had yearned to see—
the new man of spirit. His love penetrated the iron
hearts of the Roman soldiers, the conscience of fright
ened disciples and the fear of lamenting women. The
priests and pharisees did not know it, but later events
showed that his love had shattered their cocksure and
planned convictions. The assertion that self-exertion
loses by winning was verified.

Some of the real great Danish teachers have told
me that there is nothing more nefarious than imitative
love, and nothing serves the evil one better than
sermon-on-the-mount concei tedness. I t is far bet ter
to be an honest self-exertive pagan than a fradulent
Christian, but, they have also said, that does not
efface the truth that man's goal is a total liberation
from self-exertion, a total at-one-ment with the law
of life, which is love. He shall come to see that posi
tive defenseless love is the only sure defense.

Aage Moller.

BOOKS

The New Man
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 6 )

spitting at that paltry "Messiah" hanging like a crim
inal on a cross? "He could help others but he could
not help himself." It was not only that he neglected
to use any means of self-defense, but h'e also refused
to take part in the national defense. He would not
resist the evil one in Rome.

He was not a man, for the spine in manhood is
self-exertion. We honor the individual and the group
which by argument, by cooperation, by judiciary
strategy, by propaganda, and by weapons can win
the game. We say about a people which no longer
can forcefully resist an evil, one who lusts for power,
that it is not worthy of recognition.

See the man coming into the court of the evil
one. He is dragged like an animal and treated in a
contemptuous Gestapo manner. He has entirely lost
everything which constitutes a normal accredited man,
his security card, his prestige, his family connection,
his religious and national credentials. There was not

THE MAN OF SORROWS by Albert T. W. Steinhaeuser.
Published by Augsburg Publishing House. 425 So. Fourth
Street, Minneapolis 15, Minn.; 294 pages. Price, Cloth 52.50.

"A book of Lenten Devotions on the Passion of our Lord"
is the subt i t le o f th is book. I t fi rs t appeared in pr in t in
1925, a year after the author died and was thus" the last
literary work of this scholar, author and Lutheran pastor.

I t i s a d e v o t i o n a l m a n u a l " p r e p a r e d f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n
who would make Lent a season of deeper consecration, of
spiritual enrichment, of a fuller understanding of the meaning
o f C h r i s t ' s d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n . "

There arc for ty medi tat ions wr i t ten by the author, one
for each day of the Lenten season. To this has been added
from the wealth of Christian literature dealing with the Pas
sion of our Lord, prayers, poems, litanies, etc.

It would be a very suitable book for daily devotions in the
home dur ing the Len ten season .

H . S .

CAN you TELL ME? by Dena Korfker. Published by
Zondervan Publishing House, 847 Ottawa Ave., N. W., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 96 pages, size 7%x9i4» Price $1.95.

This is a book of "Answers to Questions Children Ask."
Miss Korfker, the author, is a Christian teacher of kinder
garten children, who knows and loves youngsters and the
questions they ask. In this well written book the author
has answered many questions asked by nearly all children
and all too often parents will avoid or not be prepared to
answer the question asked.

The book contains 45 original photographs, some full page
size, from actual scenes in the child's life. The pictures por
tray the questions' answers.

We heartily recommend this book to all parents.
H . S .
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N. F. S. Grundtvig
B y D e a n A l f r e d C . N i e l s e n ,

Grand View College, Des Moines, Iowa
I X

I Meef Grundtvig in America

The Danes began to pour into Howard county,
Nebr., during the eighteen-seventies. A torrent of
them came in the eighteen-eighties. They were mostly
young people. There were Hansens, Jorgensens, Jen
sens, Nielsens, Christensens, Madsens, Rasmussens,
Mortensens, Knudsens, Sorensens and many more
imaginative people with unimaginative names.

They were home builders. They built their homes
of the primeval sod, or those who had some money
hauled lumber by ox and wagon from Grand Island.
That village was 25 miles away, but they were young
and life lay before them.

The first Danish settlement was on the Oak Creek.
They choose this site because there were trees and
water and some shelter from the fierce prairie winds.

After the first homes were built and the farms in
shape for raising crops some of the immigrants began
to talk about building churches. An occasional Danish
missionary had visited them, preached for them and
baptised their children. But they needed a house of
worship. It was decided to build a church at a place
they called Nysted. Soon a white church with a tall
tower and spire could be seen. While in appearance
it was not the kind of church that had graced their
v i l l age i n Denmark , t h i s was wonder fu l . I t was a
sign of culture, of civilization. They were conquering
the wild prairie. On Sunday morning the peals of the
bell was heard across the prairies. As in Denmark
it rang three times before the services. As a Mother
paused for a moment to listen, it was impossible to
keep a tear from rolling down the tanned cheek.

On Sunday mornings, before the ringing of the
last bell, you could see the Danes coming to church.
Some walked. Some drove with horse and wagon
and some plodded along with the reluctant oxen,

As they entered the church the men took their
places on the right side of the aisle and women and
children on the left. There was a strange stillness
in the church. This was a holy place and it must not
be profaned by loud talk. When the minister entered
the silence was complete.

After the opening prayer, the pastor announced
that they would sing Grundtvig's magnificent hymn
"O Day Full of Grace" (Den Signede Dag med Fryd
vi Ser). It was not trained voices that sang that
grand hymn, but it was sung with great depths of
feeling. For a moment these people seemed to be
at home—in Denmark. These great hymhs sung in
the Danish touched them deeply and for a while did
assuage the sorrow of loneliness in this big, generous,
but foreign land.

The pastor took his text from the gospel of St.
John. "In the beginning was the word." He spoke
In the Danish, of course. He spoke about the im

portance of the Living Word in awakening the spirits
of sleeping souls. He mentioned Grundtvig many
times during the services.

Before leaving the church the congregation sang
two more of Grundtvig's hymns.

Many of the farmers and their wives had attended
folk schools in Denmark. It had been such a great
experience. Why not build a Danish folk school
on this Nebraska prairie? They talked about it for
a while and then they began to act and soon a build
ing was reared across the road from the church.

During the winter months there was a session for
young men. Usually the pastor of the church was
in charge. They went further'with the three R's, sang
and listened to many lectures, the living word again.
The pastor gave a series of lectures about the life of
Grundtvig in the Danish language.

During the spring months, there was a session for
young women. The same general plan was followed.

The farmers of the community followed the work
of the school with much interest. On winter evenings
there were frequent meetings at the school. They
met to sing the grand Danish folk songs. They
sang about work and play, happiness and sorrow, life
and death. Many of these songs were written by
Grundtvig. After the singing one of the teachers atthe school might give a lecture or it might be the
pastor who spoke. He did not speak to them about
how they could raise more pigs, but how to live more
richly. After the meeting coffee was served.

Soon the farmers, their wives and children were
on their way home. After such an evening the houses
did not seem quite so drab, and the task of the morrow
not quite so deadening.

Each year on September 8, there was a great
festival at Nysted. It usually lasted for two or three
days and September 8th was always included in oneof the days, as that was Grundtvig's birthday. In
vitations were sent out to other Danish churches in
Nebraska and the response was most gratifying. Some
came by horse and wagon and the more elite by horse
and buggy. Some drove seventy miles to take part in
these meetings.

There were services in the church and Grundtvig's
name was mentioned often. One year his son, F. L.
Grundtvig, preached the chief sermon and * spoke
several times at the folk school. There were also
other speakers. At these meetings the people sang
both hymns and songs by Grundtvig most heartily.
The young people did Danish folk dances and put on
an exhibition of gymnastics. For two or three days
these rural folks listened to the spoken word, sang
and played. They also ate well. In this happy way
they remembered Grundtvig.

This concludes the story of Grundtvig's life. I
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By
B U N D Y

IN ALL TONGUES. "The church of our forefathers
in the language of our children." Let this be our
motto in the days we are granted in the future. No
matter what the name of our denomination may be.

In the name of him who is above all other names,
the people of the world have been granted great m-
spirations, great insights. Let each people cherish
and be proud of their cultural and spiritual heritage,
let them be proud of their civil and material attain
ments. But let aU of it be sanctified by the name of
all names, let it be in the center of it all.

If this becomes our goal, then shall the shining
ideal of a "United Nations" not be a failure. Then
we shall be on the way to be ONE as the king of
Kings prayed that we might be.

But in that oneness there is ample room for that
diversity which has been granted to each tongue as
they expressed their highest aspirations, in song, in
living literature, in art, in statesmanship and inven
t i o n s . „ ,

If the eternal song is sounded above all of our
living then the journey of our pilgrimage will be
ful l of joy.

WHAT DO WE WANT? Two men walked out from
the court room together. Both were Scandinavians,
who generally have a good reputation for being hon
est, but these two were sentenced for thievery and
embezzlement of funds. The judge gave them both
fifteen years in a U. S. prison. He said to them. Why
did you attempt to procure this money?" "Because
we wanted to keep up with the Joneses. Could you
not keep up with Joneses on $500 a month?

What is it we want when we try this silly game
of keeping up with someone? Many years ago the
Chatauqua lecturer and great humorist, Strickland
GiUian, when speaking of his fame and fortune said:
"I'll give it all for the faith my mother taught me
when a child." Gillian made people hold their sides
when he spoke about humor, but he broke them down
in tears when he spoke about the faith that he for
awhile had lost. He spoke against the Joneses, be
cause they give America nothing but cocktail parties,
want to thank the many who have written or spoken
to me about this piece of work. It has been most
gratifying. One subscriber wrote that he thought
I was not critical enough about some of Grundtvig's
activities. That is true. However, it was the Com
mittee on Publications which asked me to tell the
story of Grundtvig, especially for lay people. It was
thought that I should leave a critical evaluation of
his life and work to others (the experts.) This I have
d o n e .

I regret that a number of errors crept into the
articles. I hope they were not very important.

fashion, pretense and false pride. He knew that the
kind of popularity that man can buy is not worth
the price.

"I have done wrong to my God, my church and my
country," said one of the two men. But the judge
said: "You have confessed right, but that others may
not think there is an easy way out of it if they do
like you, you will serve in prison."

AN INDIAN PROVERB SAYS: "There is th is di f
ference between a vessel of gold and one of clay, that
gold is gold and retains its value though you smash
it. But a vessel of clay never can become of any
value after you smash it."

When and wherever man finds his way back to
eternal wellsprings he is never crushed.

Cedric Foster said over the radio that the presi
dent of the United States had said that another war
would destroy civilization. Foster maintained that
the word "civi l ization" to most people did not mean
much. The destruct ion of things is nothing in com
parison with the brutality and the hatred that has
been set in motion by the last war.

Civilization will rise again, because man is pos
sessed by an eternal spirit.

But man will have to stop being brutal, war will
have to be stopped. Man can stop being brutal though
he may not be fully Christianized.

It will forever be to Grundtvig's credit that he called
humanity back to the eternal source of all goodness
in one person, the person of Jesus Christ. In the one
confession which he claimed the church must have,
and the one baptism, the one communion, he reminded
mankind of its destiny in the one person who is the
center of history and the hope of the world.

It is the way, the truth, the life, which all mankind
eventually must find, and those who will not find it,
will take the consequences of their blind or lazy choice.

o
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D e a r M a r i u s K r o g ;

Thanks for the interesting dlsgression.
Now, let's get back to the issue which is whether or not

"fun" is a "master word" for youth of today.
This is a serious charge and if you still maintain- it I

think youth deserves to know why.
Sincerely, Thorvald Hansen.

T H E C L E V E L A N D C O N F E R E N C E
D e a r M r s . A g n e s H o i s t :

Your article in Lutheran Tidings in regard to the meeting
at Cleveland interested us very much. It was very well
written and interesting to note the progress that is being
made for unity in our church work. We are, of course, sorry
to see the Danish services giving way more and more for
English services—something that can't be avoided as time
g o e s o n . , •

I can see how a meeting of that size would be mspirmg
and I want to thank you for giving us such a comprehensive
inside view of the meeting, making us feel as though we were at
the meeting taking it all in. It inspired me to write these
few lines of appreciation for your efforts.

Respectful ly, W. N. Hostrup.
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Across the
E d i t o r ' s
D e s k

The National Lutheran Council Annual Meeting was
held at the new headquarters of the Council in New
York City during the week, January 30—February 2nd.
Rev. Viggo M. Hansen of Bridgeport, Conn., attended,
representing Rev. Alfred Jensen who was unable to
be present.

Several important actions were taken by the Coun
c i l . Dr. Lawrence M. S tav ig , p res iden t o f the Na
tional Lutheran Council in his report to the annual
meeting, official ly extended an invi tat ion to the Lu
theran Church, Missouri Synod, to join the Council
"in order that we may most effectively meet the
chal lenge of the day." He said fur ther : "The tasks
t h a t l i e b e f o r e u s a r e s u c h t h a t w e m u s t c o n t i n u e t o
draw into our cooperative relationship those other Lu
t h e r a n s w h o a r e n o t m e m b e r s . "

The National Lutheran Council's eight participating
bodies represent more than 4,000,000 members, or about
two-thirds of American Lutheranism, while the Synod-
ical Conference groups represent the other one-third.

Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the Na
tional Lutheran Council, pointed out in his report that
the Council's activities in student service, social wel
fare, American missions, public relations, DP resettle
ment, inter-church aid abroad, care of orphaned mis
sions, material relief and other programs "have pro
vided services to the church of strategic and lasting
v a l u e . "

He sa id f u r the r : "Fa i l u re t o ach ieve a bas i s f o r a l l -
Lutheran unity has heightened the value placed by
the church bodies on that which they already have
in common, namely, the National Lutheran Counci l ."

A Martin Luther motion picture film, a full length
motion picture, was approved by the executive com
mittee of the Council. A production budget of $300,000
for same will be raised through contributions. The
picture will be made later this year in Germany on
historical soil. It will be made in English and pos
sibly, in German and Swedish.

The council voted to approve the action of its
executive committee in its 1951 budget with an addi
tional $400,000 for a spiritual ministry to Lutheran
personnel in armed forces.

Dr. Stavig was re-elected president of the Council.
Rev. Alfred Jensen, our synodical president, was re
elected on the executive committee.

The "Assumption Of The Virgin Mary" Dogma
which was announced last November 1st by the Pope
of Rome has received many varied comments and
criticism from church leaders in all parts of the world.

Dr. Anders Nygren of Sweden, president of the
Lutheran World Federation, recently made the fol
lowing statement:

"Although Rome has not participated officially in
common ecumenical work, many Roman theologians
and churchmen have for many years past shown a

noticeable understanding of the Gospel. However, more
recently we have on several occasions been reminded
that we must not entertain optimistic illusions. While
we from our side seek to tear down walls and build
bridges—this we owe to the Gospel, for we must not
bury our talent in the ground—the Roman Church
has recently been isolating herself by tearing down
bridges and building new walls. I am thinking of the
papal encyclical "Humani generis" and of the procla
mation of the dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin
Mary which was announced November 1st. Thus our
ways go further and further apart.

"For us evangelical Christians this is not a problem
to be taken lightly. In the new dogma we cannot but
see an attack upon the Gospel. It is not only that this
dogma lacks all support in the Gospel of Christ. For
the essential point of the Gospel is that in Christ God
came to us in true human life. The attempt to raise
the Virgin Mary into the heavenly sphere means at
the same t ime that our Savior recedes from us. I t
means that the Gospel is obscured." (End of quote from
Dr. Nygren.)

From the Ecumenical Press Service in Geneva,
Switzerland, we have received the following release as
of January 18th:-

The new Roman Catholic dogma of the Assumption
has been repudiated by the Episcopate of the Old
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . .

A declaration signed for the Conference of Old
Catholic Bishops by Andreas Rinkel, Archbishop of
Utrecht and Adolf Kuery, Bishop of Berne, on Decem
ber 26, 1950, said in part:

"In union with the One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
Church, we profess our faith in 'Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, our Savior, who was conceived of the
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.'

"We confess that God chose Mary that as a
virgin she might become through the Holy Ghost the
mother of the Divine Logos, which was from all the
ages God and with God.

"We confess that in Jesus Christ, His Son made
man, God revealed all that is needed for our salvation,
that He grants this revelation at all times to His
Church through the Holy Spirit and that any devia
tion from it or accretion to it does not contain the
truth revealed to us by God.

"We therefore once more reject the doctrine that
the Bishop of Rome has the infallible right to pro
nounce, determine and decree, as a doctrine of the
Church essential to salvation, what God has revealed,
or that he can do so when there is no corroboration
for such a doctrine either in God's Word in Holy
Writ or in the generally-recognized belief of the
C h u r c h .

"It is for this reason that we once more reject
the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
proclaimed by the Bishop of Rome in 1854, and now,
today, the doctrine defined and proclaimed on the Feast
of All Hallows, 1950, of the bodily assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary into glory.

"We regret that by this new doctrine the Churchof Rome should have gone one step further away
from the truth that proceeds from God alone, and
that in this way the division of Christendom should
be accentuated at a time when Christendom is striv
ing to restore its unity."

J
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G r a n d V i e w
College

A n d O u r Yo u t h

Semester Change
T h e l a s t w e e k s o f t h e f a l l s e m e s t e r

were restless and exciting as far as the
young men in college were concerned.
The news f r om the ba t t l e f r on t s and o f
our preparedness efforts kept remind
ing them of their future prospects. Even
though their induction was postponed
until June, they were sure to go then
and th is kept them on edge. When,
in addition, it became known that any
o n e w h o h a d r e c e i v e d h i s n o t i c e t o
take the physical examination, which
is the basis for classification, could not
enlist in the service of his choice, the
d a m b r o k e a n d t h o u s a n d s o f c o l l e g e
students al l over the country rushed
t o r e c r u i t i n g o f fi c e s .

College administrators were worried
and even desperate but largely help
less. Even at the meeting at Atlantic
City we could only pass resolutions and
make recommendat ions . For tuna te ly,
some representative people did more
than this and a week before the end
of the semester the new ruling finally
came that college students could still
en l is t in the serv ice o f the i r cho ice
after receiv ing their induct ion not ice.
The exci tement subsided markedly at
once and the enlistment frenzy which
had threatened second semester enroll
ments catastrophically, was over. Quite
a few still enlisted, but they did so out
of deliberate choice and not in a panic
to escape the draft.

During the whole first semester, from
the day of registration up to and in
cluding registration for the second se
mester, Grand View College has lost
at least 25 students to military service.
The number cannot be exact, for not
a l l s t u d e n t s w h o f a i l e d t o r e g i s t e r f o r
t h e s e c o n d s e m e s t e r, t o l d u s t h e y w e r e
e n l i s t i n g , b u t i t i s f a i r l y c l o s e . I t d o e s
not include those who had applied for
a d m i s s i o n l a s t s u m m e r b u t e n t e r e d t h e
services before they had an opportunity
t o r e g i s t e r . T h a t g r o u p w o u l d i n c r e a s e
t h e n u m b e r c o n s i d e r a b l y.

Q u i t e n a t u r a l l y o u r e n r o l l m e n t i s
down the second semester. It probably
w i l l n o t g o a b o v e 1 9 5 i n c l u d i n g t h e
n u r s e s . T h i s m e a n s a d r o p o f a b o u t
3 5 f r o m S e p t e m b e r. U n d e r t h e c i r -

A T T E N T I O N , L A D I E S ! !
GRAND VIEW COLLEGE NEEDS
YOUR FLOUR SACKS FOR DISH
TO W E L S . T H E Y S E E M TO B E
U N A V A I L A B L E F O R P U R -
CHASE. CAN YOU HELP? SEND
T O M R S . C A R L E R I K S E N ,
G R A N D V I E W C O L L E G E , D E S
MOIN ES, IOWA. TH AN K YOU ! !

cumstances it is probably quite satis
factory, but the situation does involve
a n a c u t e fi n a n c i a l p r o b l e m . O u r o p e r a
ting account for the year cannot possibly
s h o w a f a v o r a b l e b a l a n c e .

Events have been few since Christmas.
T h e r e h a v e b e e n t h e u s u a l p r o g r a m s
and parties but nothing sensational to
report. Exams were conducted during
t h e w e e k J a n u a r y 2 2 - 2 6 a n d t h e p r e
v i o u s w e e k h a d b e e n r e g i s t r a t i o n w e e k
f o r t h e s t u d e n t s w h o c o n t i n u e d t h e
second semester. January 30 we s ta r ted
t h e n e w c l a s s e s .

T h e S e m i n a r y h a s r e c e i v e d a b e a u t i
f u l g i f t f r o m M r s . V . 8 . P e t e r s e n o f
Circle Pines, Minn. For funds given to
h e r d i s p o s a l i n m e m o r y o f h e r h u s b a n d
she prov ided a pedesta l fo r the s ta tuary
fi g u r e o f M a r t i n L u t h e r. T h i s fi g u r e
has now found a sa t i s f ac to r y p l ace and
comes in to i t s own. We a re ve ry g ra te
f u l t o M r s . P e t e r s e n f o r t h e g i f t . W e
a r e a l s o g r a t e f u l f o r a g i f t o f $ 2 0 0 t o
t h e S e m i n a r y b y t h e W o m e n ' s M i s s i o n
S o c i e t y.

I t m i g h t b e m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e e n t i r e
S e m i n a r y b o d y d r o v e t o R o c k I s l a n d ,
I l l i n o i s o n J a n u a r y 2 3 t o h e a r R e i n h o l d
N i e b u h r s p e a k . A n d i t i m d o u b t e d l y
h a s i n t e r e s t t o k n o w t h a t t h e i n d u c t i o n
o f O l u f L u n d i n t o t h e a r m y w a s a g a i n
postponed by selective service, this time
u n t i l J u n e 1 . O u r m u s i c w o r k w i l l t h u s
c o n t i n u e u n i n t e r r u p t e d .

D a t e s t o r e m e m b e r : P a s t o r ' s I n s t i u t e ,
A p r i l 3 - 5 ; S t u d e n t e r f e s t , M a y 1 2 - 1 3 .

J . K n u d s c n .
G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e
J a n u a r y 3 0 , 1 9 5 1 .

O U R C H U R C H

T h e I o w a D i s t r i c t D AY P L W o r k s h o p
w i l l b e h e l d a t G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e ,
dur ing the week-end, February 9-10.
The Workshop Theme will be: "Chris
t ian L iv ing . " The d iscuss ion per iods
w i l l b e c e n t e r e d o n t h e s u b - t o p i c s : " We
Worship," "We Study," "We Play" and
" W e W o r k . " C a r l o P e t e r s e n , D i s t r i c t
President, will be in charge of the work
shop .

Newell, Iowa—A series of Basic Chris
tian Teaching classes will be held dur
ing the Lenten season, February 5—
March 12, open to everyone in the con
gregation, but planned especially for
t h o s e w h o s e e k f u l l m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e
N a i n L u t h e r a n c h u r c h . R e v . R o n a l d
Jespersen, pastor o f the church wi l l
conduc t t he c lasses .

S e a t t l e , W a s h . — A n o t h e r o f a s e r i e s
o f m e e t i n g s o f t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e
Tacoma, Enumc law and Sea t t l e chu rches
w a s h e l d o n S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , J a n u a r y
21 and evening. The tiiree pastors, L.
C. Bundgaard, C. C. Rasmussen and
J. C. Kjaer were the speakers. A
Danish service was held at 5 o'clock
where Rev. C. C. Rasmussen spoke on
the theme, "The Responsibi l t ies of a
Chr ist ian." Rev. L. C. Bundgaard of
ficiated at the liturgy and altar service.
After a supper in the church dining

r o o m R e v . J . C . K j a e r w h o r e c e n t l y
re tu rned f r om an ex tended t ou r t h rough
Europe spoke on the top ic ; " Impress ions
o f We s t e r n E u r o p e . "

Ty l e r , M i n n . — T h e R u r a l L i f e S c h o o l
w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e D a n e b o d F o l k
S c h o o l d u r i n g t h e t h r e e d a y s F e b r u a r y
2 7 — M a r c h 1 . A m o n g t h e s p e a k e r s w i l l
b e M r . A m e S p r e n s e n a n d D r . O t t o G .
H o i b e r g .

" P o u n d P a r t y " w a s h e l d S u n d a y
afternoon, January 14, at the Tyler Old
P e o p l e ' s H o m e . T h e n e w m a n a g e r s ,
M r . a n d M r s . M a g n u s P e t e r s e n f r o m
A r l i n g t o n , S . D . , b e g a n t h e i r d u t i e s o n
J a n u a r y 1 s t .

A s k o v , M i n n . — A t t h e r e c e n t a n n u a l
m e e t i n g o f t h e B e t h l e h e m c h u r c h t h e
congregation voted to raise the pastor's
a n n u a l s a l a r y w i t h a $ 6 0 0 i n c r e a s e .

Rev. Alfred Sorensen,^ pastor of St.
Stephen 's Church in Ch icago, was heard
T u e s d a y m o r n i n g , J a n u a r y 2 3 , o n t h e
R a d i o p r o g r a m , " W e l c o m e T r a v e l e r , "
f rom the Sherman Hotel in Chicago. Rev.
Sorensen presented his guest , Mr. Enoch
L a r s e n , t h e b l i n d s i n g e r a n d o r g a n i s t
f rom Denmark , who has toured th is
country and who also gave his program
in the St. Stephen's Church in Chicago.
I t was ev ident that the presentat ion
speech given by Rev. Sorensen, telling
t h e l i f e s t o r y o f t h e b l i n d s i n g e r w a s
w e l l r e c e i v e d i n t h e s t u d i o , a s m o r e
time was given this feature than any
o t h e r o n t h e p r o g r a m . A s i t i s c u s
tomary by this program valuable gifts
were given to Mr. Larsen, his blind wife
and th ree-year -o ld son in Denmark ,
Most valuable of the gifts was undoubt
edly the watch with a Braille dial given
Mr. Larsen, so he can "read" the time.
Thank you, Alfred Sorensen for giving
us tli is fine radio program (fortunately
f o r t h e e d i t o r , a n e i g h b o r p h o n e d t h e
parsonage and asked us to tune in im
m e d i a t e l y o n t h e " W e l c o m e T r a v e l e r "
program).

W a t e r l o o , I o w a . — A n u m b e r o f n e w
m e m b e r s w e r e w e l c o m e d o n S u n d a y ,
Jan. 14, into the St. Ansgar's Lutheran
Church in Water loo. The new church
w h i c h w a s d e d i c a t e d i n D e c e m b e r i s
l o c a t e d i n a r a p i d l y g r o w i n g r e s i d e n t i a l
s e c t i o n o f t h e c i t y a n d i t w i l l p r o b a b l y
ere long be one of our la rger congrega
t ions . Rev. A . E . Fros t moved to Water
loo in 1941 and is the first resident pas
t o r . P r e v i o u s t o t h a t t h e c h u r c h h a d
been se rved f r om Ceda r Fa l l s .

Minneapolis, Minn.—At the recent an
nual meeting of the St. Peder's Church
the congregation voted to raise the pas
tor's annual salary to $3,000. The con
gregation also decided to initiate a pro
gram of stewardship during the coming
year. A new carpet at a cost of $,1,052
h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n l a i d b y t h e t h r e e
L a d i e s ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f t h e c h u r c h . M r.
and Mrs. Paul Steenburg, Sr., have re
cently donated the cost of a new paint
job of the interior of the church.

Trinity, Chicago.—"Learning For Life
School" is the name given to the Adult
Study Group of the Trinity Church
which meets every Sunday morning
during the Sunday school period. A
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ser ies of top ics have been chosen which
wi l l be presented by the pastor for gen
e ra l d i scuss ion . We can on l y men t ion a
f e w : " H o w t o u s e t h e B i b l e , " " W h a t i t
m e a n s t o b e a C h r i s t i a n , " " H o m e a n d
C h u r c h w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r . " " K n o w i n g
m o r e a b o u t o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n , " " T h e
C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h a n d t h e p r o b l e m o f
w a r a n d p e a c e , " e t c . A l l t o p i c s f o r a
p e r i o d o f s i x m o n t h s a r e a n n o u n c e d i n
a d v a n c e .

I o w a C o u n c i l o f L u t h e r a n C h a r i t i e s
h e l d i t s a n n u a l m e e t i n g i n D e s M o i n e s
o n J a n u a r y 1 4 . R e v. H o l g e r P. J o r g e n -
scn, as District president, represented
the I owa d i s t r i c t o f ou r synod .

K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a . — A t t h e r e c e n t a n
nual meeting of the Kimballton church
the congregat ion e lected a bu i ld ing com
m i t t e e a n d i n s t r u c t e d s a m e t o m a k e a

s t u d y o f a p o s s i b l e r e m o d e l i n g o f t h e
church for the purpose of more adequate
S u n d a y s c h o o l f a c i l i t i e s a n d t h e a d d i
t i o n o f a P a r i s h h a l l . T h e s t e w a r d s h i p
c o m m i t t e e a n d c h u r c h b o a r d w e r e a u
t h o r i z e d t o t r y a s t e w a r d s h i p p r o g r a m
f o r t h e c o m i n g y e a r , b y w h i c h a t o t a l
b u d g e t f o r l o c a l , s y n o d i c a l a n d M i s s i o n
w o r k w i l l b e s e t u p , a n d e a c h m e m b e r
w i l l b e c o n t a c t e d a n d a s k e d t o m a k e a

subscription to this on a weekly basis,
to be paid either weekly, monthly, quar
te r l y o r annua l l y. Enve lopes w i l l be
a v a i l a b l e t o t h o s e w h o w i l l c a r e t o u s e
same. 7'^e congregation voted a $300
r a i s e t o t h e p a s t o r ' s a n n u a l s a l a r y.

K e v . P a u l W i k m a n n w a s i n s t a l l e d i n
t h e S t . J o h n ' s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , R i n g -
s t e d , I o w a , ' S u n d a y , J a n u a r y 2 1 , R e v .
Holger P. Jorgensen, District president,
o f fi c i a t i n g .
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Kronborg, Nebraska
A t t h e fi r s t q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g f o r

1 9 5 1 , t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a t K r o n b o r g ,
N e b r a s k a , v o t e d t o g i v e t h e i r p a s t o r a
b o n u s o f 3 0 0 d o l l a r s f o r t h e p a s t y e a r
and to give him a 300 dollar raise in
sa la ry fo r the p resen t yea r. A commi t tee
was appointed to arrange for the buying
of an e lec t r i c o rgan fo r the church .
L e s t e r W i l l i a m s o n w a s e l e c t e d a s v i c e
p r e s i d e n t , H a r l a n N i s s a n , r e - e l e c t e d a s
s e c r e t a r y, a n d A d o l f N i e l s e n a s t r e a s
urer. It was decided that the congrega
t i o n s h o u l d h a v e a c o r r e s p o n d e n t f o r
L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s .

One of the pioneer members, L. C.
Andersen of Marquette, was laid to rest
in the Kronborg cemetery, January 22.
Mr. Andersen had reached the age of
n i n e t y - f o u r y e a r s .

Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Handrup of Cedar
Fal ls , Iowa, have recent ly moved to
Kronborg, where Mr. Handrup has pur
chased the Kronborg Store. Both are
alumni of G. V. C. and Mrs. Handrup
i s t h e d a u g h t e r o f M r . a n d M r s . T. S .
H e r m a n s e n .

C o r r e s p o n d e n t .

National Council of Cliurclies Names Dr.
Ronald Bridges Executive Director of New
Department of Broadcasting and Films.

D r. R o n a l d B r i d g e s

Dr. Ronald Bridges, formerly presi
d e n t o f t h e P a c i fi c S c h o o l o f R e l i g i o n ,
h a s b e e n n a m e d e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f
t he new depar tmen t o f b roadcas t i ng and
fi l m s o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f
Churches o f Chr is t in the U.S.A. , i t was
announced today by Dr. Samue l McCrea
Cavert, general secretary of the council.

D r . T r u m a n B . D o u g l a s s , v i c e p r e s i
d e n t , b o a r d o f h o m e m i s s i o n s . C o n g r e
gational Christian Churches, has been
e l e c t e d c h a i r m a n o f t h e b o a r d o f m a n

a g e r s o f t h e n e w d e p a r t m e n t , a n d R e v.
E v e r e t t C . P a r k e r , d i r e c t o r , P r o t e s t a n t
Radio Commiss ion, has been named pro
gram director.

T h e n e w d e p a r t m e n t i s t h e r e s u l t o f
a merger o f two agenc ies a l ready ac t i ve
i n t h e fi e l d , t h e P r o t e s t a n t R a d i o C o m
m i s s i o n a n d t h e P r o t e s t a n t F i l m C o m
mission. The radio agency is already
o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n t h e n e w d e p a r t m e n t
a n d i t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e fi l m a g e n c y
w i l l become a pa r t o f t he depar tmen t i n
early spring Dr. Cavert said.

A l b e r t C r e w s w i l l b e d i r e c t o r o f r a
dio and television; Wesley Goodman, di
rector of special programs, and Miss
Mar jo r ie Hyer, p romot ion d i rec to r. I t
is planned that Paul Heard, executive
secretary of the film commission, wi l l
b e d i r e c t o r o f fi l m s .

Vice-chairmen are Dr. Paul C. Payne,
c o u n c i l v i c e p r e s i d e n t a n d e x e c u t i v e
sec re ta ry o f the board o f Chr i s t i an edu
cation Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.;
Bishop Donald H. Tippett, chairman,
commission on radio and films, The
M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h ; M r s . N o r m a n V i n c e n t
Peale; Rev, S. Franklin Mack, secretary
for audio-visual education, Presbyterian
Church, U.S.A., and Rome Betts, exec
utive director, American Heart Associa
t ion. Miss Edi th E. Lowry, execut ive
s e c r e t a r y o f t h e c o u n c i l ' s d i v i s i o n o f
home missions, is secretary, and Dr.

Stanley I. Stuber, director of informa
t i o n a n d p r o m o t i o n , C h u r c h W o r l d
Serv i ce , t r easu re r.

"The format ion of the new depart
ment with Dr. Bridges as its director,"
said Dr. Douglass, "climaxes five years
of intensive effort on the part of the
Protestant churches to develop stimu
l a t i n g n e w m a t e r i a l s u i t a b l e f o r t h e
g r e a t m e d i a o f m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n —
radio, television and motion pictures.
We earnestly hope the next five years
will see the development of religion's
rightful place in the program "content
o f t h e s e m e d i a . "

T h e d e p a r t m e n t w i l l e s t a b l i s h o f fi c e s
at 220 Fi f th Ave., New York, and in
H o l l y w o o d .

Roscommon, Michigan
The Messiah Lutheran Church of the

Augustana Lutheran Synod is located
near Roscommon, Mich., 14 miles from
G r a y l i n g . R e v . J o h n E n s e l m a n n f r o m
G r a y l i n g w a s c a l l e d t o s e r v e t h i s s m a l l
congregat ion a lso and s ince Nov. 1 ,
1950, he has served the Mess iah church
every Sunday morn ing a t 9 :30 o ' c lock .

T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h e l d i t s a n n u a l
meeting on Sunday afternoon, January
1 4 , w h e r e R e v. G r a n t C a r l s e n o f T r a v
erse City presided. By unanimous vote
the congregation decided to apply for
membership in the Danish Evangelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

The president and secretary of the
congregation were instructed to sign the
constitution of our synod; to send a copy
of the local constitution to our synodical
pres ident , and to express the i r read iness
to make such modifications as might be
n e c e s s a r y ; f u r t h e r t o w r i t e a s h o r t h i s
tory of Messiah Lutheran Church, and
to make formal appl icat ion for admit
tance into the Danish Evangelical Luth
eran Church of America.

The congregation has twenty-two con
tributing members and thirty-two voting
m e m b e r s .

Later we shall try to tell you more
about this little Swedish community who
now are asking closer fellowship with
us in our synod.

J o h n E n s e l m a n n .

C H U R C H D E D I C AT I O N
The recently completed new church

of the Central Lutheran Congregation
of Muskegon, Michigan, will be dedi
cated on Sunday, February 25th, 10 a. m.

All interested in sharing this festive
day with us are cordially invited to
come and be with us throughout the day.

Edwin E. Hansen, Pastor.
Christ Jensen, Pres.
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C o n t r i b u t i o n s
T o t h e D a n i s h A m e r i c a n S e a m e n ' s

M i s s i o n , N e w Y o r k

J a n u a r y - D e c e m b e r , 1 9 5 0
The fo l low ing l i s t o f con t r ibu t ions

t o t h e D a n i s h A m e r i c a n S e a m e n ' s M i s
s i o n a n d t h e y e a r l y a c c o u n t s m u s t b e
accompanied by heartfelt thanks to all
w h o s o g e n e r o u s l y h a v e b e e n h e l p i n g
m o r a l l y, s p i r i t u a l l y a n d fi n a n c i a l l y d u r
i n g t h e p a s t y e a r . F r o m t i m e t o t i m e
r e p o r t s h a v e b e e n s e n t a s c i r c u l a r l e t
t e r s o r a s a r t i c l e s t o t h e n e w s p a p e r s .
L a t e r a s h o r t r e p o r t o f t h e w o r k d u r
i n g t h e p a s t y e a r w i l l b e s e n t t o t h e
Synod and to the supporters of the work.

W i t h s i n c e r e t h a n k s o n b e h a l f o f t h e
S e a m e n ' s M i s s i o n ,

Pov l H . Baa f f 0e .
I . C o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m C o n g r e g a t i o n s

a n d L a d i e s ' A i d S o c i e t i e s o f t h e D a n
ish Evangelical Lutheran Church of
A m e r i c a :

C o n g r e g a t i o n s :
G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h . $ 1 0 . 0 0
T h e B r o n x , N . Y . 1 5 . 0 0
T r o y , N . Y . 3 5 . 0 5
O a k H i l l I o w a 5 4 . 0 4
C l i n t o n , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
F i r s t L u t h . C h u r c h , G r e e n

v i l l e , M i c h . 3 . 0 0
Bridgeport, Conn., (in mem

ory of Rev. Tarpgaard) __ 9.00
D i a m o n d L a k e , M i n n . 1 8 . 3 1
R u t h t o n , M i n n . 9 . 2 9
T h e B r o n x , N . Y 1 0 . 0 0
R i n g s t e d , I o w a 1 0 - 0 0
B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 4 5 8 . 0 0

L a d i e s ' A i d s :
N o . 2 , B o w b e l l s , N . D . 2 . 0 0
Go lga tha , Ch icago , 111 . 10 .00
S e n i o r , N e e n a h , W i s . 5 . 0 0
St. Stephen's, Chicago, 111. -- 10.00
St. Ansgar, Port land, Me. — 10.00
Vo l m e r, D a g m a r, M o n t . 1 0 . 0 0
D a n i s h , W i t h e e , W i s . 1 5 . 0 0
P e r t h A m b o y , N . J . 1 0 . 0 0
T r i n i t y , C h i c a g o , 111 . 2 5 . 0 0
Good Hope, Lake Norden .. 10.00
E n g l i s h , H a m p t o n , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
B e t h a n i a , T r u f a n t , M i c h . 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , C l i n t o n , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
R o s e n b o r g , L i n d s a y , N e b r . 1 0 . 0 0
D a n i s h , M a r q u e t t e , N e b r . 2 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , A s k o v , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
T r o y , N . Y . 2 5 . 0 0
D a n e v a n g , T e x a s 1 5 . 0 0
T h e B r o n x , N . Y . 5 . 0 0
B e t h l e h e m , B r u s h , C o l o . 1 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , M a n i s t e e , M i c h . 1 0 . 0 0
N e w a r k , N . J . 1 0 . 0 0
B r i d g e p o r t , C o n n . 1 0 . 0 0
Kronborg, Marquette, Nebr.__ 25.00
D i a m o n d L a k e , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
F r e d s v i l l e , C e d a r F a l l s 1 5 . 0 0
Dan ish , Hampton , I owa lO .OO
D a n i s h , D w i g h t , 1 1 1 - 1 0 . 0 0
N a i n , N e w e l l , I o w a 1 5 . 0 0
S e a t t l e , W a s h . 1 0 . 0 0
D a n i s h , M a r i n e t t e , W i s . 5 . 0 0
B e t h l e h e m , C e d a r F a l l s 1 5 . 0 0
Luther Memorial, Des Moines,

I o w a 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , S a l i n a s , C a l i f . 1 0 . 0 0
D a n i s h , A l d e n , M i n n . 1 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , G a y v i l l e , S . D . 1 0 . 0 0
J u h l , M a r l e t t e , M i c h , 5 . 0 0

T a c o m a , W a s h . 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , T y l e r , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
Danish, K imbal l ton, Iowa — 15.00
D a n i s h , G r a y l i n g , M i c h . 5 . 0 0
S t . P e t e r ' s , D e t r o i t , M i c h . 1 5 . 0 0
J u n i o r , G r a y l i n g , M i c h . 5 . 0 0
S t . P e t e r ' s , M i n n e a p o l i s 1 0 . 0 0
O m a h a , N e b r . 1 5 . 0 0
D a g m a r , R e s e r v e , M o n t . 1 5 . 0 0
S t . J o h n , E x i r a , I o w a 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h , P a s a d e n a , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
S o l v a n g , C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0
B e t h a n i a , R i n g s t e d , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
S t . A n s g a r , Wa t e r l o o , I o w a — 1 0 . 0 0
V i c t o r y , L u d i n g t o n , M i c h . 5 . 0 0

N a t i o n a l W o m e n ' s M i s s i o n S o
ciety (D.K.M.), Cedar FaUs,
I o w a ( 1 9 4 9 ) 1 0 0 . 0 0

(D .K .M. ) Cedar Fa l l s , I owa ,
( 1 9 5 0 ) 1 0 0 . 0 0

T h e W o m e n ' s C i r c l e , O m a h a ,
N e b r . ( 1 9 4 9 ) 5 . 0 0

Annex Club, St. John's, Seattle,
W a s h . — 1 5 . 0 0

Bethania Gui ld, Solvang, Cal i f . 10.00
Dansk M iss ions fc ren ing , Rac ine ,

W i s . — 1 0 . 0 0
Thyra Lodge No. 22 , Muskegon,

M i c h . 5 . 0 0
W o m e n ' s C i r c l e , O m a h a , N e b r .

( 1 9 5 0 ) — 1 0 - 0 0
Virkelyst, Minneapolis, Minn.— 6.00
D a n s k F o l k e s a m f u n d , C l i n t o n ,

I o w a - 5 . 0 0
S u n s h i n e C i r c l e , E n u m c l a w,

W a s h . - 5 . 0 0
T h e H e l p i n g H a n d , F l a x t o n ,

N . D , 5 . 0 0
Trinity Mission Group, Chicago,

1 1 1 . 5 . 0 0
T h e M i s s i o n C i r c l e , M u s k e g o n ,

M i c h . 5 . 0 0
St. Peter's Guild, Minneapolis,

M i n n . — 1 0 . 0 0
Miss ion Study Group, Brush,

C o l o . - - 1 0 - 0 0

T o t a l $ 1 , 5 2 9 . 6 9
n . C o n t r i b u t i o n s F r o m I n d i v i d u a l S u p

porters, Shipowners and Seafaring
F r i e n d s :

C a r l B r u n , N e w Y o r k $ 5 . 0 0
T h e P e r s o n n e l , M / S " M a m a

D a n " - — 7 3 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Berggreen, Los

A n g e l e s , C a l i f . i O ' S S
Gunther Meyer, New York 9.00
W. P. Schmidt, Marinette, Wis. 10.00
Freder i k B lock , New York 10 .00
S. Bjpdstrup, M/S "Gladys

D a n " 5 . 0 0
C h r . S o n n e , N e w Yo r k 5 0 . 0 0
Miss Ni ta Andersen, New York 10.00
L u t h e r a n W e l f a r e D i s t r i b u t i o n

F u n d 3 8 . 0 0
L o u i s S a i l i n g , N e w Y o r k 2 0 . 0 0
Mrs. Elisabeth Johansen, Roose

v e l t , N . Y . 2 . 0 0
T h e To r m S t e a m s h i p L i n e ,

Y . 1 5 0 . 0 0

East Asiatic Company, Ltd.
N e w Y o r k 1 7 5 . 0 0

Seafaring Personnel, sight-see
i n g 5 - 5 5

Mrs . Rose C lausen , New Yo rk 2 .00
C h u r c h S e r v i c e " B a t o r y " c o l

l e c t i o n 1 7 . 2 5

M r s . A . C l a u s e n , B o s t o n , M a s s . 5 . 0 0
Rev. D r. H . B ruckne r, t o en te r

t a i n s e a f a r i n g p e r s o n n e l a t
d o c k , H o b o k e n 2 5 . 0 0

A t l a n t i c D i s t r i c t o f t h e U n i t e d

Evangelical Lutheran Church,
B o s t o n 2 5 . 0 0

Mrs. John Sprensen, Chicago,
l U . 2 . 0 0

M r . A g e n s k o v , M / S " E r r i a " 3 . 0 0
St . Pe ter ' s Church , U.E.L .C.

N o r t h fi e l d 5 . 0 0
P e r s o n n e l M / S " E r r i a " 3 . 5 0
M . R a s m u s s e n , M / S " L a u r a

D a n " 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Chr. Pedersen,

B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 5 . 0 0
Mrs. Sara Madsen, Palo Alto,

C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
M r . A n d e r s e n , N e w Y o r k 5 . 0 0
W. N. Hostrup. Seatt le, Wash... 1.00
Mr. and Mrs. Chr. Bertelsen,

B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 2 5 . 0 0
M r s . I d a L a s s e n , N . J . 2 0 . 0 0
J. Lauritzen Steamship Co. Inc.,

N . Y . 2 0 0 . 0 0
T h e P e r s o n n e l M / S " E r r i a " . . 2 0 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . A . A . N i e l s e n ,

P a s s a i c , N . J . 1 0 . 0 0
F r e d e r i k L o d g e N o . 8 5 7 , M r. I .

K p n i g s b e r g 1 5 . 0 0
Mrs. R. Eskelsen, Fresno, Calif. 5.00
Mrs. Sophie Jacobsen, Ithaca,

N . Y . 3 . 0 0
Oscar Olsen, M/S "Gerda Dan" 5.00
M r . a n d M r s . C a r l I l i u m , N e w

Y o r k 1 5 . 0 0
T h e D a u g h t e r s o f t h e N o r t h ,

L . I . , N . Y . 5 . 0 0
Mrs . C . Hammer i chsen , Sea t t l e ,

W a s h . 3 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . L a r s e n , T r o y ,

N . Y . 5 . 0 0
M r s . C a r o l i n e R o b e r t s e n , R o x -

b u r y , M a s s . 2 . 0 0
M r s . K . F. J a c o b s e n , R a c i n e ,

W i s . 5 0 . 0 0
M r s . J . P. C h r i s t e n s e n , C e d a r

F a l l s , I o w a 5 . 0 0
Miss Ida Chr is tensen, Cedar

F a l l s , I o w a 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. De Lope, Brook

l y n , N . Y . 3 . 0 0
A F r i e n d , M / S " A g g e r b o r g " 5 . 0 0
M i s s N . A s b p l , N . Y . 3 . 0 0
C h r i s t o f f e r C h r i s t e n s e n , T r u f a n t 2 . 0 0
M r. a n d M r s . A x e l O l s e n , P e r t h

A m b o y 2 5 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . W a l t e r F i - i i s ,

B r o o k l y n 5 . 0 0
Fred Jensen, Mansfield, Wash. 50.00
H e r m a n N . N i e l s e n 3 . 0 0
Captain A. Lundegaard, M/S

" M a r n a D a n " 1 0 . 0 0

( 1 ) T o t a l $ 1 , 1 8 1 . 0 0
fi n a n c i a l s t a t e m e n t , 1 9 5 0

Janua ry 1 , 1950 -December 31 , 1950
Rece ip ts :
Balance January 1, 1950 $2,529.03
C o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m c o n g r e g a

t i o n s a n d L a d i e s ' A i d S o
cieties of the Danish Evan
gelical Lutheran Church of
A m e r i c a ( s e e I ) 1 , 5 2 9 . 6 9

Cont r ibu t ions f rom ind iv idua l
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supporters, sh ipowners and
s e a f a r i n g p e r s o n n e l ( s e e I I ) 1 , 1 8 1 . 0 0

L o a n s t o s e a f a r i n g p e r s o n n e l
r e f u n d e d 1 7 8 . 7 5

To t a l r e c e i p t s , 1 9 5 0 $ 2 , 8 8 9 . 4 4

T o t a l $ 5 , 4 1 8 . 4 7

D i s b u r s e m e n t s :

N o n e - r e d e e m a b l e h e l p t o s e a
fa r i ng pe i - sonne l and g i f t s t o
h o s p i t a l s , e t c . $ 1 0 4 . 8 0

Loans to sea fa r i ng f r i ends sup
p o s e d t o b e r e f u n d e d 2 4 6 . 7 9

Expenses at meet ings, enter
tainments, Sunday evenings
at church, sight-seeing tours,
e t c , 1 , 0 8 7 . 0 3

C h r i s t m a s m e e t i n g s , C h r i s t m a s
gifts, printing of Christmas
hymns, material for packing,
and transportation of Christ
m a s b o x e s s e n t o n b o a r d
s h i p s 4 5 5 . 1 1

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n : C a r f a r e , p o s
tage, telephone, helper's sal
a r y , e t c . 1 , 0 2 1 . 0 7

Miscellaneous: Printing, travel
ing expenses to conventions,
o f fi c e s u p p l i e s , e t c . 6 2 6 . 6 4

To t a l e x p e n s e s , 1 9 5 0 $ 3 , 5 4 1 . 4 4
Balance December 31, 1950, de

p o s i t e d i n t h e " M a n u f a c t u r
e r s T r u s t C o m p a n y , " N i n t h
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. $1,877.03

$5,418.47
P o v l H . B a a g 0 e , Tr e a s .

1 4 8 5 S h o r e P a r k w a y, B r o o k l y n 1 4 ,
N e w Yo r k , J a n u a r y 2 , 1 9 5 1 .
T h e s e a c c o u n t s h a v e b e e n a u d i t e d ,

a p p r o v e d a n d s i g n e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
by-laws of the Danish American Sea
m e n ' s M i s s i o n o f N e w Yo r k , b y M a r i u s
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A n d e r s e n , a u t h o r i z e d s u b s t i t u t e f o r
A n d r e w N i e l s e n , t r e a s u r e r o f t h e F i r s t
D i s t r i c t o f t h e D a n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f A m e r i c a , a n d
W a l t e r F r i i s , t r e a s u r e r o f O u r S a v
i o u r ' s C h u r c h , B r o o k l y n , N . Y. R e
ceipts have been sent to a l l contr ibutors
a n d t h e l i s t o f c o n t r i b u t i o n s w i l l b e

publ ished in "Dannevirke" and "Luth
e r a n T i d i n g s . "

P . H . B .

G i f t s R e c e i v e d
B y T y l e r O l d P e o p l e ' s H o m e ,

T y l e r , M i i m .

In memory of James Andersen,
R u s s e l l , M i n n . , f r o m r e l a
t i v e s $ 6 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f J o h n R o t h , f r o m
M r s . E m i l J e n s e n , S o l v a n g ,

C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
I n m e m o r y o f S a m C h r i s t e n s e n ,

f r o m g r a n d c h i l d r e n . W e s t -
b r o o k , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f L a u r i t s B . S o r e n -
s e n , f r o m M r . a n d M r s . J o h n
W e s t a n d A i - t h u r , V i b o r g ,
S . D - 2 . 0 0

G o o d h o p e L a d i e s ' A i d , L a k e
N o r d e n , S . D . 1 5 . 0 0

T h e H e l p i n g H a n d , R u r a l L u t h
e r a n L a d i e s ' A i d , F l a x t o n ,
N . D . 5 . 0 0

E a s t B a d g e r L a d i e s ' A i d , B a d
g e r , S . D . 2 5 . 0 0

Danish Sisterhood, Kenosha, Wis. 8.00
N a i n L u t h e r a n L a d i e s ' A i d ,

N e w e l l , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
L u t h e r a n M e m o r i a l L a d i e s ' A i d ,

D e s M o i n e s 1 5 . 0 0
B e t h l e h e m L a d i e s ' A i d , B r u s h ,

C o l o . 5 . 0 0
V i c t o r i a L o d g e N o . 5 , R a c i n e ,

W i s 5 . 0 0
V i r k e l y s t , M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d , A s k o v ,

M i n n . 5 . 0 0
Danish Ladies' Aid, Alden, Minn. 15,00
Dan ish Lad ies ' A id , Man is tee ,

M i c h . 1 0 . 0 0
D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d , M a r i n e t t e ,

W i s . 5 . 0 0
Dan i sh Lad ies ' A id , Newark , N . J . 10 .00
B e t h l e h e m L a d i e s ' A i d , C e d a r

F a l l s , I o w a 1 5 . 0 0
S t . J o h n ' s E n g l i s h L a d i e s ' A i d ,

H a m p t o n , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
A n n a M . A n d e r s e n , R u s s e l l ,

M i n n . 5 . 0 0
A n n e x C l u b o f S t . J o h n ' s L u t h

eran Church, Seattle, Wash.,
b o x o f a p p l e s .

Chr. Jensen, Parlier, Calif., box
n u t s .

Ladies' Aid, Volmer, Mont., four
b e d s h e e t s .

L a d i e s ' A i d , D a g m a r , M o n t . ,
g r o c e r i e s a n d 1 5 . 0 0

Miss Christine Bondesen, Tyler,
M inn . , one bed .

Danish Ladies' Aid, Gayville, S.
D . , f o r b e d s 2 5 . 0 0

D i a m o n d L a k e L a d i e s ' A i d , L a k e' ' e n t o n , M i n n . , f o r b e d s 2 5 . 0 0

and Mrs. Henrik Ries, Chi

c a g o , 1 1 1 . , f o r b e d s 2 5 . 0 0
C. C. Sorensen, Ty ler, Minn. , one

W i l s o n Z e r o - S a f e d e e p f r e e z e .
F r o d e P e t e r s e n , T y l e r , M i n n . ,

d o n a t e d t h e c u t t i n g o f f o u r
a c r e s o f c o r n .

Danish Sisterhood, Tyler, Minn,,
o n e b o x a p p l e s .

Good Neighborhood Club, Tyler,
M i n n . , o n e b o x f r u i t a n d n u t s .

D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d , Ty l e r, M i n n . ,
t w o c h a i r s a n d 5 0 . 0 0

T h a n k y o u !

J . P. J o h a n s e n , Tr e a s .

N E W S B R I E F S

T H A N K S G I V I N G A P P E A L B R I N G S

M I L L I O N P O U N D S O F C L O T H I N G

N e w Yo r k — ( N L C ) — M o r e t h a n a m i l
lion pounds of used clothing was col
lected in the 1950 Thanksgiving clothing
a p p e a l s p o n s o r e d b y L u t h e r a n W o r l d
Relief, i t was reported by Bernard A.
Confer, administrative secretary of LWR.

Receipts at the five LWR receiving
stations, as of December 30, totaled
1,017,485 pounds, a 25 per cent increase
over the 1949 Thanksgiving appeal,
which amounted to 800,000 pounds. The
1 9 5 0 d r i v e b r o u g h t i n 2 3 c a r l o a d s o f
c lo th ing , ga thered f rom seven teen a reas .

T h e l a r g e s t s h i p m e n t c a m e f r o m
Omaha, which sent three cars, gathered
i n O m a h a b y t h e L u t h e r a n M e n o f
O m a h a a n d t h e L u t h e r a n W o m e n o f
Omaha, lay organizations including
members of the several Lutheran bodies,
a n d i n N e b r a s k a , K a n s a s a n d I o w a
u n d e r s p o n s o r s h i p o f t h e L u t h e r a n
W o r l d A c t i o n d i r e c t o r s .

T w o c a r l o a d s w e r e s e n t b y e a c h o f
four areas: Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.;
Sioux Falls, S. D.; Fargo, N. D.; and
M a d i s o n , W i s . ; a n d s i n g l e c a r s f r o m
D u l u t h , M i n n . ; S u p e r i o r , W i s . ; D e s
Moines, Iowa; Rockford, 111.; Detroit,
Mich.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; southern Iowa;
Massachusetts, Toledo, Ohio; Columbus,
Ohio; Rock Island, 111.; northern Iowa,
and Denver, Colo.

"Much of the fine response to th is
a p p e a l c a n b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e a c t i v e
suppo r t o f many chu rch l eade rs , i nc l ud
ing the p res iden ts o f the genera l bod ies
of the National Lutheran Council," Mr.
C o n f e r s a i d . " T h e r e w a s m o r e e f f e c t i v e
o r g a n i z a t i o n o n t h e l o c a l a n d s t a t e
levels than ever before, and this enabled
the appeal to reach more people."


