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N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l P h o t o

Because of generous gifts to the All-Lutheran Food Appeal
these ch i l d ren a re rece i v i ng nou r i shmen t f o r t he i r v i t am in -
s t a r v e d b o d i e s . S e e s t o r y o n n e x t p a g e .
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Effective Christianity
GREAT Latvian Christian said to some of us ashort time ago,
Twenty million Communists are taking the world away from

s i x h u n d r e d m i l l i o n C h r i s t i a n s ,
dedicated Communists on the party rolls of the Communist party, and
t h e r e a r e s i x h u n d r e d m i l l i o n e n r o l l e d C h r i s t i a n s !
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There are only twenty million

When we look at the corruption in public life —both state and
w h e n w e l o o k a t t h e r a c i a l a n d n a t i o n a l p r e j u d i c e s t i l ln a t i o n a l

rampant in the world, when we consider the very unpleasant fact that
out of every twelve people in the United States is either neurotic

or emotionally or mentally confused, it doesn’t make us feel very effec¬
tive as Christians, does it? If we were more vital, if we were more
dedicated, if we were really channels of God’s holy power and energy,
these condi t ions would not cont inue to ex is t , and Communism would
have no appeal. Communism has no appeal to people who are well
fed, both physically and spiritually; it appeals to the physically and
spiritually starved. If the Christian Church were apillar of fire leading
the peoples of the world, instead of an, ambulance corps, bringing up
the rear as it so often seems to be. Communism probably would never
h a v e b e e n b o r n .
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F r o m T H E S E C R E T O F E F F E C T I V E P R A Y E R

b y H e l e n S m i t h S h o e m a k e r
( F l e m i n g I I . R e v e l l C o m p a n y )

December 5, 1955 N u m b e r 9V o l u m e X X I I



December 5, 1955L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 2

In December, all thoughts center on Palestine.
M r . M o u h a r a k i s a s t a f f m e m b e r o f t h e L u ¬
theran World Federation’s rel ief program in the
Holy Land. He is an Arabian, and aChristian.

/ // /

The Famine was Severe in the Land .

By Karim E. Moiibarak

■ I ■

For more than 5,000 years, Palestine has been
known as “a land flowing with milk and honey”
(Josh. 5:6). Today, this area is called Jordan, where,
for the past seven years, the Lutheran World Federa¬
tion has been conducting arelief operation to relieve
hardship and suffering among many thousands of
Palestinian refugees, as well as the inhabitants of
Arab villages located adjacent to the demarcation line
separating Jordan from Israel.

This year, the LWF’s task in Jordan has been
doubled —because of the effects of aserious drought
which extends throughout the Middle East, part icu¬
larly in Jordan. Today, instead of “milk and honey”
flowing, the land has become stagnant with misery
and pover ty.

In view of the seriousness of the situation, Jor¬
danian government officials sent emergency appeals
fo r a id t o t he va r i ous fo re ign vo lun ta ry agenc ies
operating in Palestine, including the Lutheran World
F e d e r a t i o n .

Because of the success of last year’s All-Lutheran
Food Appeal, through which Lutheran World Relief
was enabled to send bounti ful food suppl ies to the
LWF office in Jerusalem, the LWF became the first
voluntary organization to respond to Jordan’s call
for help.

Relief supplies of flour, beans, cheese, cottonseed
oil and butter were rushed to the stricken areas by
the LWF, and these were distributed to some 25,000
person during March and
t h e fi r s t t w o w e e k s o f
A p r i l .

an area adjoining the Biblical fields of Boaz (Ruth 2:3),
where Ruth once gleaned.

As the LWF trucks, groaning under the weight of
the food supplies, ground to ahalt in one village, the
starved inhabitants thronged about the vehicles, their
faces streaked with tears of joy. Over and over they
cried, “The Lutherans have come to our relief!”

Fatmeh Ali Mahmoud, aMoslem widow whose hus¬
band was recently killed by border snipers, stood
patiently in line to collect rations for herself and her
s i x pa r t l y -o rphaned ch i l d ren , t he e ldes t be ing 12
years old. Tears of happiness overflowed her eyes
as she c lasped to her breast food for her under¬
n o u r i s h e d f a m i l y, t h a n k f u l l y b r e a t h i n g , “ N o w m y
chi ldren wi l l have bread for al i t t le whi le, at least!”

T h o s e o f u s w h o l a b o r h e r e i n J o r d a n f o r t h e L u ¬

theran World Federation have often wished that you
who support the All-Lutheran Food Appeal could once
accompany us to see for yourselves what joy you have
brought to the stricken Jordanian Arabs through your
gifts of wheat.

In fact, when the news spread to nearby villages
that the LWF was distributing emergency food ra¬
tions, other requests came for aid in localities where
the drought has also had serious effects.

D u r i n g t h e p a s t w i n t e r, t h i s e n t i r e r e g i o n h a d
but one rain shower, that falling sparsely in December.
You cannot find asingle green spot throughout the
parched area. Some villages have already been

abandoned, because there
i s n o w a t e r . A n d w i t h n o
crop and no water, the in¬
habitants cling only to the
h o p e f o r a m i r a c l e w h i c h
may be wrought by Al¬
migh ty God .

T h e t i m e l y a r r i v a l o f
LWF food supplies to this
stricken region was de¬
scribed in just that way by
one Jordanian government
official: “A miracle!” And,
some 37,000 hungry Arabs
have a l ready benefit ted
f r o m t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f
L W F - A L F A f o o d i n t h e
a r e a .

Flour gifts were milled
locally from wheat given
by U. S. Lutheran farmers
t o t h e A l l - L u t h e r a n F o o d
Appeal in 1954, transmitted
t o J o r d a n b y L u t h e r a n
W o r l d R e l i e f . F l o u r t o
m a k e b r e a d w a s t h e m o s t
appreciated gift received
by the stricken beneficiaries
in the border villages, who
i n m a n y c a s e s a r e m o r e
pathetically affected by the
drought than the tent-en¬
camped refugees.

Here, then, is areport of
the blessings which have
resulted from your gifts to
the All-Lutheran Food Ap¬
p e a l . B y y o u r c o n t i n u e d
efforts to gather wheat and
other commodi t ies , you
help us to establish the
blessed fact that, in atime
when so many things seem
impossible, “With God, all
things are possible!”

Cheese, butter and cot¬
tonseed oil, made available
by the U. S . government
a n d a l s o d i s t r i b u t e d b y
LW F, w e r e r e c e i v e d w i t h
gratitude, too.

T h e e f f e c t o f t h e LW F -
A L F A fl o u r d i s t r i b u t i o n
was especially conspicuous
in the villages located just
west of the desert of Judea,

P ic tu red above i s aca r load o f whea t sh ipped f rom M inne-
esota dur ing the 1955 A l l -Lu theran Food Appea l . The car¬
load was con t r i bu ted by Lu the ran f a rmers o f Po l k coun t y
and was sent to Jordan where 400,000 Arab re fugees l i ve
i n m i s e r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s . L u t h e r a n f a r m e r s f r o m 1 7 b r e a d
b a s k e t s t a t e s h a v e s e n t 1 8 3 c a r l o a d s o f w h e a t a n d s h e l l e d

corn to re fugees and other needy in Jordan, Aust r ia , Ger¬
m a n y, K o r e a , F o r m o s a a n d H o n g k o n g t h r o u g h t h e 1 9 5 5
A l l - L u t h e r a n F o o d A p p e a l . A d d i t i o n a l c a r l o a d s a r e e x ¬
pec ted . A t t he ex t reme le f t i s t he Rev. C lay ton C . Engan
of F isher, who served as cha i rman fo r the appea l in Po lk
c o u n t y.
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In our synod, new Old People’s Homes are
being planned in at least two communities.
And elsewhere it is being recognized that
it is high time that we placed
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First on the Agenda —The Aged
H e n r i e t t a L u n d

( F o r m e r C o n s u l t a n t , D i v i s i o n o f W e l f a r e , N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l )

Consultants are persons of experience in- institu¬
tional and in non-resident care of the aged: Edmund
O. Rausch and Rev. Walter R. Harrison. The job of
the committee is to formulate principles and policies
which will encourage and guide institutions, agen¬
cies, congregations and other interested groups to be
alert and sensitive to human needs of older people
and to new ways of effective help for those who need
i t . An agency o f t he Chu rch , t he commi t t ee f e l t ,
must set the pace for community, state, nation and
world in all work for people.

The residents of the Skaalen Home at Stoughton,
Wisconsin, manage their own Residents’ Council, we
heard, which gives returns in human values. “Is there
aplace on the agenda of the board meeting for their
report?” someone queried. It was agreed that it is
important for the beneficiaries themselves to have
apart in planning with the planners. First on the
agenda is the welfare of the people.

Superintendent Bragstad, whose institutional fam¬
ily lovingly call him “Dear Pa,” went on to describe
the Ladies’ Aid of the resident women, including two
wheel-chair members. Directing their own organi¬
zation, some of them felt, had been “the richest ex¬
perience of alifetime.” So much did they enjoy their
independence and importance that they even voted
down an invitation to join the District Women’s Mis¬
sionary Federation.

At the Salem Home for the Aged at Joliet, Illinois,
the men joined the Ladies’ Aid and made i t into a
lively “over 75” club. Ninety-year olds were not
“too set in their ways,” either, to register for acourse
of study at aneahby commercial college ...Come
rain or wind, no members of the Golden Age Clubs
of the United Lutheran Social Mission Society of
Illinois stay at home, for fear of missing the exhilar¬
ation of Christian fellowship and the chance to join
in doing something worthwhile for others ....

Non-resident care, as developed by the German¬
town Lutheran Home for Aged at Philadelphia, sug¬
gests exciting possibilities ahead. Here social services
make it possible for people to remain in their own
homes in contentment and safety. If infirmity comes,
they are given the secur i ty of the inst i tut ion. What
an onward step from the era when men and women
often entered institutions in early old age because
of fear of impoverishment possibly ten or fifteen
years hence.

There is no place for “rocking chair” retirement
in the present planning. All of us, we agreed, can
and must widen our vision about the glory of atime

Bam GLAD that my last assignment with theN a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l w a s a c o n f e r e n c e
on the aging. It gave me the rare privilege

of keeping in perspective both our past and our fu¬
ture in this human service. The newly formed Com¬
mittee on Service to the Aging of the Division of
Welfare spent two days studying present needs and
problems of older people. Intense but inspiring,
creative, even thrilling days they were, which made
one know tha t Lu theran serv ice to the ag ing had
come of age.

Twelve years earlier Isat in at aboard meeting
of an old-age home which was beginning to question
the soundness of building large institutions for life
care of those “who are able to care for themselves,”
as the admission requirements designated. At that
first conference of mine the agenda was crowded
with operational matters pertaining to farm profits,
budgeting, workable equipment, entrance fees. The
directors heard very little about the people who were
living within the walls of the institution, and noth¬
ing at all about the many dear folks who never did
get off the waiting list. Not that the superintendent
and directors were not dedicated to their work, but
the possibilities in enriching life for those who were
approaching its close were unfolding slowly.

Twelve years later first on the agenda of the
Committee on Services to the Aging was consideration
of asound philosophy toward aging and the aged
and goals for the well-being of people around which
all planning should center. Those were built on the
Christian concept of time and eternity.

Committee members of this day could and did
profit by the wider scientific and social knowledge
and skills available (the extent of which is witnessed
by the 'bibliography of aging of over 18,000 refer¬
ences!) They knew that people who are infirm, sick
or “just old” can be helped into productive not waste¬
ful living. What old people think and what they want,
how they can hold their place usefully and happily
as individual persons of human and spiritual value
is of first importance. All other matters —buildings,
modern equipment, admission procedures —must re¬
volve around people, not people revolve around regu¬
l a t i o n s a n d f a c i l i t i e s .

T h e C o m m i t t e e i s a n e w v e n t u r e o f t h e D i v i s i o n
of Welfare, envisioned by its leader. Dr. Henry J.
Whiting. The participants are executives respectively
of an agency which gives community service to the
aged, an old-age home, and aLutheran service society;
Rev. Harold W. Reisch, Arthur S. Bragstad and Rev.
Chester A. Holmquist.
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in life that is precious and expendable. No longer
need there be dread of oncoming years, but enjoy¬
ment in imaginative, rich, spiritual and even health¬
ful living to the last of life.

But this does not just happen of its own accord
i n o u r s e r v i c e s . I t m e a n s t h a t t h e C h u r c h ’ s w o r k
goes beyond aprogram of shelter care. The institu¬
tion, valuable as it is, is only asmall part of the
whole plan. In fact, less than 6per cent of Lutheran
people live in old-age homes.

The first undertaking of the committee is to pre¬
pare a. code of standards for institutions in the light
of present-day interests and needs of the 6per cent.
Because the number of aged is so great, the committee
believes that the few people who enter the old-age
homes should be those who actually need protective
or shelter care. They are likely to be the infirm,
sick and handicapped of mind or body. The emphasis
for them must be on prevention of ailments and on
rehabilitation, so that they can be helped to live
as satisfyingly as possible. To achieve this aim the
institution must provide afull progam of spiritual
ministry, health care of apreventive nature, social
services, and work and play therapies.

What about the 94 per cent? They must be reached
through an extension of community services. These
services may include opportunity for group activity
in the way of clubs, classes and day centers, and coun¬
selling and informational services, friendly visiting to
the homebound, foster home care, special housing
and —glory hal le lu jah! —preparat ion for aging
through educational projects.

Integration for the aged, not segregation, is the
v/atchword of the commit tee. Book-of - the-Month on
Aging, exchange of old-age workers of the world,
five-year plan of training for superintendents, coun¬
cils for Aged Anonymous, interpretation of human
need through drama and film, aBill of Rights for
Senior Saints are provocative subjects to be explored
by the committee. These are indications of anew age
in social planning for the aged, or better said, planning
with the aged.

W e h a v e b e e n c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e t r e e s i n t h e
forest that have loomed large to obstruct our view.
The paths that have been hewn by strong and faithful
pioneers have opened new vistas for us. Now we
can see the woods. Now we have glimpsed eyen
greater visions of human service.

First on the agenda is the fullness of living for
all people.

B e f o r e a n d A f t e r ”

David T. Ri ley

In 1946 Iwas stationed at the U. S. Naval Dispen¬
sary in Wash ing ton , D . C . In tha t same year Dr.
Peter Marshall was inspiring thousands from his
National Presbyterian pulpit. Ihad never heard of
him. Dr. Walter Maier, twenty-year preacher of the
famed “Lutheran Hour”, was thrilling millions from
his radio pulpit. Whenever Ihappened to dial him,
Ialways turned to another station.

I a t t ended chu rch f r equen t l y w i t h my aun t who
was living in the Nation’s Capital. She belonged to the
First Trinity Lutheran Church (M) several blocks from
the halls of congress. The minister at that time was
aging Rev. H. Hennig in his mid-seventies. To this
day Ido not remember anything he ever said nor do
Iremember that Iwas ever very much impressed
with his sermons in any way.

In late 1946 Iwas discharged from the Navy. In
the fol lowing years Iattended college and eventually
decided to enter the ministry, attending Hamma Di¬
vinity School in Springfield, Ohio. Now Iam serving
the Zion Lutheran Church in Canwood, Saskatchewan,
Canada, as intern pastor.

T h i s s u m m e r I r e t u r n e d f o r a v a c a t i o n t o t h e h o m e
of my parents in Akron, Ohio. Since my brother,
Ray, i s s ta t ioned a t F t . Lee , Va . , Imade av is i t to
Washington, D. C., where he spent the week-ends.
While there we stopped at my aunt ’s. She told me
that Rev. Hennig was now retired when Iasked about
him. Sunday morning found us in the same church
of nine years ago, but this time Iwas expecting Rev.
Roepe who had replaced Rev. Hennig several years ago.

During the organ prelude, Ipicked up the printed
b u l l e t i n o f t h e d a y. M y e y e f e l l s h a r p l y o n t h i s
item: “Due to Rev. Roepe being away on vacation,
the sermon will be delivered this Sunday morning
by Rev. Hennig, coming out of retirement!” Suppress¬
ing astrong chuckle, Ipicked up the hymn-book.
When Rev. Hennig came up to the pulpit for the
message, you can be sure Iwas straining for his
words. As each sentence came out , I found dozens
of applications for the thoughts he was expressing.
Iwas being filled with the warmth of the Gospel
as he preached. In fact, no sermon ever struck so
h a r d f o r m e b e f o r e .

I t had been n ine yea rs s i nce I had hea rd Rev.
Hennig preach. Had he made phenomenal homileti-
cal strides from the age of 77 to 87? Why had his
sermon been so ineffective in 1946 and so intensely
th r i l l i ng i n 1955? I t can be exp la ined bes t I t h i nk
by what Paul wrote in his first letter to the church
a t C o r i n t h . “ T h e w o r d o f t h e c r o s s i s f o o l i s h n e s s t o
those that are perishing, but to those who are being
saved, it is the power of God!” 1Cor. 1:18.

L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s - i p u b i a s h e d b y t h e A m e r i c a n
E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

Office of Publication: Lutheran Tidings, Askov, Mlr inesota.
P O S T M A S T E R : S e n d F o r m s 3 5 7 9 t o A S K O V, M I N N E S O T A .
E d i t o r : R e v . Ve r n e r H a n s e n , 4 2 6 0 T J i i r d A v e . , L o s A n g e l e s 8 , C a l i f .
Circulation Manager:S v e n d P e t e r s e n , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a .

M e m b e r o f A s s o c i a t e d C h u r c h P r e s s

Editor’s Note: The above t es t imony i s f r om ayoung
Ohio lawyer who is studying for the ministry. Many
heard him speak at the Kimbal l ton convent ion; he
s e r v e s t h e c h u r c h a t C a n w o o d .
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M i n n e s o t a , u n d e r t h e a c t o f M a r c h 3 , 1 8 7 9 .
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F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e y yu

many of his duties at the college in order to
make it possible for him to concentrate his
efforts towards the success of the “Faith and Life
A d v a n c e .

T H E G O A L ; O u r “ F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e ”
drive has atotal goal of $150,000.00 —$50,000.00 for
the Church Extension Fund and $100,000 to aid
in building anew Science Hall and anew Gym¬
n a s i u m a t G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e . T h i s i s t h e
financial goal only. More important is the goal
beyond: that of furthering the work of our church
and at the same time deepening our own spiritual
life through arenewal of our commitment to God.

T h e “ F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e ” w i l l b e a n
opportunity and achallenge to all of us. It will
be atime of witnessing; and it will mean chal¬
lenging the time, talents, and treasures of all
w h o a r e a p a r t o f t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

T H E P L A N : T h e d r i v e i t s e l f w i l l ' b e c a r r i e d
on from April 29, 1956 to May 19, 1956. This will
be aperiod of commitment. First, however, will
come the period of preparation, from January
through April. The plan calls for all congrega¬
tions to act at one time as members of one body,
work ing together in aun ified e ffor t . “Fa i th
and L i fe Advance” must be apar t o f our l ives
from this point on.

S o o n t h e c o m p l e t e p l a n o f a c t i o n w i l l b e
announced. In the meantime, keep in your mind
a n d h e a r t s t h e “ F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e ” t o c o m e
April 29th to May 19th. Prepare your hearts for
taking an active part in this “Faith and Life Ad¬
v a n c e . ”

“ F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e ” i s t h e n a m e t h a t
has been chosen for the coming drive which
will give all of our people an opportunity to
become participants in the evangelism work of
our church through the Church Extension Fund
and through Grand View College.

T h e “ F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e ” C o m m i t t e e w a s
chosen by ajoint meeting of the Synod Board
and the Grand View Col lege and Grand View
Seminary Board to carry out the fund raising
program authorized at the 1955 Synodical Con¬
v e n t i o n i n K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a . T h e c o m m i t t e e
is made up as follows:
DR. ERLING N. JENSEN, Chairman

Chairman of Board of Directors, Grand View
College and Grand View Seminary

MR. ERLING V. JENSEN, Treasurer
B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s , A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

D R . A L F R E D J E N S E N
President, American Evangelical Lutheran
C h u r c h

D R . E R N E S T D . N I E L S E N
President, Grand View College

M R . J E N S G . T H U E S E N
Board of Directors, Grand View College and
Grand View Seminary

M R . O V E H . S T R A N D S K O V
President, Grand View College Alumni Asso¬
c i a t i o n

The committee has appointed HARRY C. JEN¬
SEN as Executive Director, in charge of the gen¬
eral overall program. He is to be relieved of

4. Study with aview to developing aplanned pro¬
gram of mission advance that will be strategic as well
as opportunistic in its scope.

5. Review the geographical and cultural areas of
America not yet effectively reached with the Gospel,
and explore possible means of reaching them.

6. Re-appraise our manpower and financial resources
in relation to the responsibilities and opportunities
before us, and in the light of this appraisal confront the
Church with the needs in both areas of men and money
for the work of God in bringing His Glorious Gospel
of Grace to all people in America.

Six-Point Program Endorsed for
H o m e M i s s i o n A d v a n c e

Minneapolis—(NLC)—A six-point program to meet
the home mission challenge of the next decade was
endorsed here by the Lutheran Home Mission Con¬
f e r e n c e .

Recommended for adoption, as resources permit,
to the Division of American Missions of the National
Lutheran Council, the program consists of the following
points:

1. Harness the missionary possibilities of established
congregations to the fullest extent in bringing the wit¬
ness of the Gospel to all people in the neighborhood
o f t h o s e c h u r c h e s .

2. Continue the emphasis on the responsibility of
the church to reach all people with the Gospel, and
press forward in the cooperative quest for understand¬
ing of the culturally unreached people in our midst,
and for helpful answers to the question: “How can we
reach them more effectively?”

3. Recognize the mobile aspect of our society in
planning the strategy of mission advance.

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

“ A m I m y B r o t h e r ’ s k e e p e r ? ”
Men even to this day
Keep asking Cain’s old question
In his guilt conscious way.
No, Not your brother ’s keeper;
F o r J e s u s b l a z e d a n o t h e r

True path for men to follow:
You are your brother’s brother.
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New Gmiidlvig Book Published
Dr. Ernest Nielsen’s Study Wel l-Reeeived

N. F. S. Grundtvig: An American Study by Ernest
D. Nielsen, 173 pages, Augustana Press, Rock Island,
Illinois, $2.75.

I n t h e b e g i n n i n g w a s t h e W o r d , a n d t h e W o r d w a s
with God, and the Word was God. —St. John.

The Communists like to tell the people of the world
that given time they will be able to produce an earthly
paradise with plenty for all. We who pretend to be
spiritual preach the same gospel. All one has to do
is to look at the advertisements in such slick paper
magazines as LIFE and SATURDAY EVENING POST.
Unless man changes radically he will never be able to
produce aparadise anywhere. What good will all our
earthly things do, if they who use them are fools?

Ihave just now finished reading Dr. Ernest Nielsen’s
n e w b o o k . W h i l e I a m n o t a G r u n d t v i g s c h o l a r ,
and mus t r ead i t and unde rs tand i t as a l ayman ,
it was arich experience. Iam writing this to en¬
courage others to buy it and read it.

Afew minutes ago I l is tened to an excel lent re¬
co rd i ng o f Moza r t ’ s Conce r t o No . 5 i n AMa jo r f o r
violin and orchestra. When Iexperience such beauty,
Iknow that spirit is areality. Grundtvig knew that
long before Idid. This knowledge he shouted to his
Stone Age. In our New Stone Age we need to have
that shouted from every pulpit in the land. If that is not
done with sincerity and vigor we may perish. Grundt¬
vig was haunted by the fear that his people would
d i e f r o m l a c k o f s p i r i t u a l f o o d . I n h i s a g o n y h e
cr ied to God for help, and the Good Lord d id not
fail to hear him. As aresult Grundtvig was heard in
D e n m a r k a n d f a r b e y o n d . A N o r w e g i a n w h o w a s
present at ajoint meeting of Scandinavian students
held in Copenhagen in 1862 wrote this:

G r u n d t v i g s t o o d t h e r e a s a m i n i s t e r , a n d e x e r c i s e d
by his word and pen awide influence all over Denmark;
yes, over the whole of Scandinavia, in political, in social,
i n s c i e n t i fi c , i n c h u r c h a n d s c h o o l q u e s t i o n s . W i t h o p e n
hand he scattered his seed, and the man who some years
ago stood despairing and alone, mocked and ridiculed,
s a w n o w g r e e n a n d a b u n d a n t fi e l d s . H e g o t t h e b a d g e
o f k n i g h t h o o d a n d t h e t i t l e o f b i s h o p ; h e w a s t e n t i m e s
e l e c t e d a m e m b e r o f p a r l i a m e n t . . . . I w a s i n v i t e d f o r
d i n n e r a t G r u n d t v i g ’ s h o u s e , a n d I s a w h i m f o r t h e fi r s t
t i m e . I s h a l l n e v e r f o r g e t w h e n h e r o s e d i g n i fi e d , w i t h
his white apostol ic beard flowing on his breast, and spoke:
“I have been waiting for this blessed hour, when Isee
representatives from all the Scandinavian lands gathered
round my t ab le . ”

Aman of our times has said that apeople who
have no knowledge of history are as aman who is
suffering from amnesia. Grundtvig would agree with
this statement. His knowledge of history was very
great and very deep. Iam convinced that th is
knowledge together with his keen spiritual insight
helped to make him the great man that he was.

Iam happy that President Ernest Nielsen has found
the time and energy to write this book, and this is
an age when most college presidents are not much
more than glorified business managers. Most of them
do not write books. They have nothing to write about.
They are out making speeches —threadbare speeches
—too often about nothing.

Let us encourage the men among us who have the
faith and the ability to write good books. Let us
encourage them by words and byHhe good work of

QIlj? ffitutttg Worii
When “prevent” means “precede'

The word “prevent” is used fifteen times in
the King James Version of the Old Testament
and twice in the New Testament, but always in
The now obsolete sense of go before, anticipate,
or precede (a meaning immediately derived from
the Latin prae before plus venire to come). When
the Psalmist says (119.147), “I prevented the
dawning of the morning,” the present-day reader
of the King James Version is mystified. He may
then consult the Revised Version of 1901, where
he will read, “I anticipated the dawning of the

by which he will probably under-m o r n i n g
stand that the writer eagerly looked forward to
t h e d a w n . T h e R e v i s e d S t a n d a r d V e r s i o n e x ¬
presses the meaning of the Hebrew clearly, “I
rise before dawn.” This is apart of the descrip¬
tion of the devotional habits, of apious Hebrew
who rises before the dawn to begin the day with
med i ta t ion and p rayer. In the fo l low ing verse
148, “Mine eyes prevent the night watches” is
now translated “My eyes are awake before the
watches of the night.”

When Peter came to Jesus to report that they
were asked to pay the half-shekel tax, (Matthew
17.25), the King James Version says that Jesus
“prevented him.” That does not mean that he kept
Peter from speaking; it means simply that Jesus
spoke to him first. When Paul tells the Thessa-
lonians, anxious to know what will happen on
the last great day, that “we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep” (1 Thessalonians
4.15 KJ), he is not thinking of apossible attempt
to keep the dead in their tombs; he is saying
simply that those who are alive will not precede
the dead to the triumphant meeting with the
L o r d .

I n t h e o t h e r c a s e s t h e R e v i s e d S t a n d a r d Ve r ¬
sion replaces “prevent” with “meet” (Psalm 21.3;
59.10; Isaiah 21.14; Amos 9.10), “come to meet”
(Job 30.27; Psalm 79.8),
88.13), “come upon” (2 Samuel 22.6—Psalm 18.18),
“confront” (2 Samuel 22.6—^Psalm 18.5), “receive
(Job 3.12), “has given to” (Job 41.11). The
Hebrew word thus translated is qadam, the
basic idea of which is to come or be in f ront
or beforehand. The appropriate English word
therefore depends upon the context. The King
James Version translated qadam in eleven other
instances, by “meet,” “come before,” “go before,”
“ d i s a p p o i n t , ” a n d “ b e f o r e . ” I w i l l s e n d a l i s t
of these instances, with chapter and verse num¬
bers, to any one who requests it.

come before” (Psa lm

> >

Luther A. Weigle.

buying their books. President Ernest Nielsen’s book
may be had at the Grand View College Bookstore,
Grand View College, Des Moines 16, Iowa. Remem¬
ber there are only 29 days left till Christmas.

A l f r e d C . N i e l s e n .
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lirmation and wedding, when bridegroom and bride
w e r e b l e s s e d f r o m t h e h o u s e o f t h e L o r d . W e a r e
al l pi lgr ims; and some day the body would wait at
t h e c h a n c e l f o r t h e l a s t t i m e a n d t h e n b e c a r r i e d t o

the last rest ing p lace, then the church bel l would
toll over the grave as alast greeting from the con¬
gregation.

On many an occasion after ablessed festival it
was hard for me to leave the church. Ifelt so strongly:
T h i s i s n o n e o t h e r t h a n t h e h o u s e o f t h e L o r d a n d
Iam at home here. Thank God for every blessed
hour spent here.

And now, concern ing the fu tu re , there a re two
things Ican do. Iwil l try my uttermost to assist
the new minister; in every way be ahelper and a
blessing in his work; and Ican pray for him and
the cong rega t i on . I can ’ t find abe t te r wo rd t o ex¬
press such aprayer than Paul ’s word to his fr iends
in Ephesus: “For this cause Ibow my knees unto
the Father of our Lord Jesus Chr is t , o f whom the
v /ho le fami ly in heaven and ear th i s named, tha t
he would grant you, accoi 'ding to the r iches of his
glory to be strengthened with might by his spirit
in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your
heart by faith, that ye being rooted and groimded
in love may be able to comprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length, and depth and heighth
and to know the love of Christ which passeth all
knowledge that ye might be filled with all fulness
o f G o d . ”

I t h a s b e e n s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e a r e t h r e e m e t h o d s

by which the filling may be hastened.
One: Give yourself to holy song, i f not with the

lip, then in the heart and with the music of aloving
trustful spirit, and the rhythm of life attuned to the
w i l l o f G o d .

Two: Give thanks always for all things. Some
of God’s best gifts come in the roughest cases. When
you see your Father ’s handwrit ing in the direct ions,
kneel down and thank Him for contents before you
unpack them. All must be good that comes from Him.

Three: Give submission and subjection to one
another except in matters that touch conscience and
t h e d e m a n d s o f G o d .

December 5, 1955

Extracts oF aFarewell Sermon
T h i r t y - fi v e y e a r s a g o o n P e n t e c o s t S u n d a y I

preached my first sermon here in Dalum down yonder
in the assembly hall on the west road.

Ican’t even today think of abetter day to begin
spiritual work in anew congregation than on the
day of the fulfillment of all the different promises
concerning the Holy Spirit. We have just read and
heard one of these promises in the gospel for today.
“The comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
t h ings , and b r ing to your remembrance a l l t ha t I
said unto you.”

There is especially one statement made by the
Lord h imsel f that we need to have in mind, i f we
a r e t o s u c c e e d i n c h u r c h w o r k ,

ceive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you, and ye shall be my witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem (that is the home community) and in al l
Judea and in Samaria and unto the ut termost part
o f t h e w o r l d . ”

We know from the Book of Acts how the apostles
after being filled with the Holy Spirit were able
to do wonderful things, how they could pray, how
they could testify, how they could pass through trials
and tribulations even singing and glorify God, how
they could not help speaking of these things they
had heard and seen, as one man has it: “The infusion
o f a n e w l i f e w h i c h m a d e h e r o e s a n d s t a l w o r t h c o n ¬
f e s s o r s o u t o f c o w a r d s ,

when nature is un fo ld ing new l i fe in a l l i t s g lo ry.
Out there on the prairie that Pentecost day we could
have sung: Blossom as arose shall here all the
desert places. Christian life in homes and congre¬
gation. So Isay again, Pentecost day is agood day
to begin work in the congregation. But it is also
agood day to retire after more than fifty years
work in Christ’s service, when we are assured of the
f a c t t h a t t h e w o r k w i l l c o n t i n u e w i t h a n o t h e r m a n
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thirty-five years have passed and what have we
accomplished? We leave that to the righteous judge,
remembering these words: “Therefore judge nothing
before the t ime unt i l the Lord come, who both wi l l
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and
will make manifest the councels of the hearts, and
then shall every man have praise of God.
the many years Ihave had the privilege to be with
you and shared Christian fellowship with you. Al¬
though there have been disappointments also, so we
have good reason to pray God for forgiveness in our
short-comings, yet we have shared many blessed
moments in this church and even in the assembly
h a l l b e f o r e t h e c h u r c h w a s b u i l t .

Sunday after Sunday we came together first with
children and helpers in Sunday school and that hour
was well spent. It has always been agreat pleasure
to hear the children sing so well.

In church we sang our old loved hymns, confessed
our Christian faith, shared the blessing of praying
to our heavenly Father; we were partakers of all the
means of grace. Gospel, baptism, communion, con-

But you shal l re-

It was l ike aday of spring

Then as aclosing word. We pray that as God has
been with this congregation in days and years gone
by and blessed us in so many different ways that His
b less ing and peace wi l l ab ide w i th us a lso in the
future and further the spiritual life in homes, con¬
gregation and community to His own glory and sal¬
vation of souls. Otherwise it is not easy *to break
up the relationship and fr iendship.

A l l

P . R a s m i i s s e n .

E d i t o r ’ s N o t e : L a s t s u m m e r, P a s t o r P. R a s m u s s e n g a v e
o v e r t h e r e i n s t o t h e y o u n g e r h a n d s o f P a s t o r G o r d o n
Miller and retired from the active ministry. We reported
on Pastor Miller ’s installation, but not on the farewell-
fest held for the Rasmussens, the testoonial speeches,
a n d t h e g e n e r o u s g i f t t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h a d f o r t h e m .
With our apology for this unnecessary oversight, we print
here some notes f rom Pastor Rasmussen’s farewel l sermon.
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must continue our excellent support of Operation India
and increase it wherever possible. He encouraged us
to look into all available material on India —slides,
e t c . — t o f a m i l i a r i z e o u r s e l v e s w i t h t h e fi e l d a n d o u r

woi'k in it. The committee gave four specific recom¬
mendations: (1) That if Gora Tudu cannot come by
the second semester, he wait until afew weeks before
September of 1956; (2) That the Operation India Com¬
mittee be authorized to send an appropriate gift not
to exceed $25 to Anil Jha at Christmas on behalf of
AELYF; (3) That the youth of AELYF be encouraged
to send greetings to Anil from time to time to assure
him of our continued interest (Address: Augsburg
Co l lege , M inneapo l i s , M inneso ta ) ; and (4 ) Tha t a
thank you be expressed to all AELYFers for sending
letters to Anil and also to the people of our con¬
gregations for opening their homes to Anil. These
recommendations were accepted unanimously.

We were sorry to hear that Ruth Jacobsen is moving
t o N e w Yo r k a n d t h e r e f o r e w i s h e d t o b e r e l i e v e d o f
her position as chairman of the Operation India Com¬
mittee. Arising vote of thanks was given her for her
unt i r ing effor ts and outstanding abi l i ty as chairman
for the past three years. Rigmor Nussle was appointed
chairman, and Dale Johnson was made treasurer. All
fu tu re con t r ibu t ions fo r Opera t ion Ind ia shou ld be
sent to Dale Johnson at either Dike, Iowa, or Grand
View College, Des Moines, Iowa.

Once again it was emphasized that we increase the
sale of YULE. It was also pointed out that the editor
of PAGING YOUTH is always looking for interesting
articles concerning local, district and national activi¬
ties. It was reported that AWORLD OF SONG is still
in the process of revision. Due to several reasons, its
publication has been delayed, but it is now hoped that
it will be completed sometime next spring. We en¬
courage the purchase of this bound book as soon as
i t i s a v a i l a b l e .

Films from our filmstrip library have been dis¬
tributed to each district. We hope that the district
presidents have set up an itinerary throughout the
individual districts and that the local groups are using
them to the best advantage. You should be reminded,
however, to send it on immediately after using it so
that, upon completing the district circuit, it may be re¬
turned to June Westergaard and another sent to you.

No definite action was taken concerning program
materials. Evidently, afew people saw the sample
cop ies o f LUTHER L IFE and H IGH IDEALS wh ich
were sent out last fall, and thus, no opinion was ex¬
pressed concern ing the value of these. No defini te
desire was expressed regarding the purchase of the
prev ious mater ia ls ent i t led YOUTH PROGRAMS. Al l
LYFers should ask your pastor or secretary for these
sample copies and give them serious consideration. The
board is checking into another possibility at present.

Under miscellaneous items, we adopted the pro¬
posed budget. We of AELYF would like to express a
word of appreciation to the synod for allotting us $350.
Rev. Harry Andersen, vice president, spoke of a“visita¬
tion program” to widen and deepen the work of our
local fellowships. The board felt that far too many
of our youth groups only had asmall percentage of
available youth participating in LYF. Rev. Harald
Petersen will be asking for an evaluation of each local
group’s program from each pastor. Rev. Harry Ander-
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American Evangelical Lutheran Youth Fellowship
Edi to r : Ted Thuesen, Grand View Seminary

D e s Mo i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

A n o t h e r S u c c e s s f u l C o n v e n t i o n

Ardy the Hansen , Sec re ta r y o f AELYF, g i ves
us areport on. the recent National AELYF Con¬
vention and Workshop held in Tyler, Minnesota.

On November 4, many AELYFers began their trip
to Tyler, Minnesota, where the annual AELYF con¬
vention was held this year. Upon arr ival of al l the
board members early in the morning, they proceeded
to plan “last minute details.” The opening session be¬
gan at 2:30 after devotions by Rev. Walter Brown. This
session consisted of a“buzz” group discussion con¬
c e r n i n g p e r t i n e n t f a c t o r s a b o u t l o c a l g r o u p s v s .
AELYF. Following this, we saw the film entitled
“ M a r t i n L u t h e r ” w h i c h e a c h o n e o f u s e n j o y e d
thoroughly in spite of the mechanical interruptions
caused by the newness of the film. In the evening,
Mr. Harry Jensen from Grand View College spoke on
“Fellowship,” aspeech which was most inspirational
as wel l as entertaining. Games and fel lowship fo l¬
lowed, and soon we retired to our dormitory I’ooms.

Saturday proved to be very eventful. Naturally
the business meeting was the main session of the day.
Af te r ro l l ca l l , p resenta t ion o f the agenda, asum¬
marized reading of the secretary’s minutes, and the
treasurer ’s report, Lavern Larkowski and Ardythe
H a n s e n w e r e e l e c t e d c o n v e n t i o n c h a i r m a n a n d c o n ¬
vention secretary respectively. The president then
presented his annual report. He I’eported that most
district and local groups seem to be .quite active with
camps as the main activity. Concerning the “larger
fellowship,” Mark Nussle represented AELYF at the
UCYM Council this summer, and from all indications
in his report, he felt it was amost worthwhile exper¬
ience . Rev. Ha r r y Ande rsen and Agne ta Bo l l esen
a t t e n d e d t h e A l l - L u t h e r a n Yo u t h L e a d e r ’ s C o u n c i l i n
January. This aroused considerable interest in view
o f t h e f a c t t h a t A E L Y F i s t o b e h o s t t o t h e n e x t
a n fl u a l A l l - L u t h e r a n Yo u t h L e a d e r ’ s C o u n c i l i n D e s
Moines this coming January.

I t s e e m s t h a t e a c h t i m e a c o n v e n t i o n i s h e l d i n
Tyler, Operation India climaxes the topics for discus¬
sion. This year was no exception. Rev. Dixon, execu¬
tive secretary of the Santal Mission, spoke to us
c o n c e r n i n g o u r p a s t a n d f u t u r e w o r k w i t h I n d i a n
students. He seemed to be qui te p leased wi th our
work with Anil Jha, and he gave us some information
regard ing the a r r i va l o f the second s tuden t , Gora
Tudu, who we hope will arrive by February. He also
asked us to consider taking an Indian girl since they
have been so neglected. After amost exciting discus¬
sion regarding oilr financial responsibility and possi¬
bilities, it was decided to take agirl from India as
well as Gora Tudu and to start making arrangements
immediately. This means, of course, that we LYFers
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Mrs. El len Knudsen, 1033 South Tenth Street, Maywood, I l l inois
E d i t o r

All women who are members ol our synod are members of WMS.
3. Finance —Some distr icts have organized with aDistr ict
Representative as chairman and atreasurer’'s office. This has
proven helpful to the work of the district and it was suggested
t h a t a l l d i s t r i c t s o r g a n i z e i n t h i s m a n n e r. E a c h d i s t r i c t s h o u l d
work out their own running expenses and be responsible for same.
I t was fe l t that the responsibi l i ty of spending WMS funds should
b e s h a r e d b y a l l m e m b e r s . I t w a s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t a b u d g e t
committee be appointed. This will be discussed more in detail
a t a la ter board meet ing. 4 . Publ ic i ty —Effor ts should be
made to acquaint women with aims and work of the WMS.
All were urged to read the Women’s Page in LUTHERAN'
TIDINGS. It was suggested that a“Key Woman” be appointed
in each congregat ion . Her du t ies wou ld be to s t imu la te in te res t
in and g i ve in fo rmat ion abou t WMS to the women o f he r con¬
gregation. 5. Missionary Education —It was stressed that the
aim of WMS is to support ALL mission work of our synod,
foreign as well as home mission. 6. Program Planning
women’s groups need program helps, (according to the replies
o f t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e ) .

T h e c h a i r m a n w a s g i v e n t h e r i g h t t o a p p o i n t o t h e r c o m ¬
mittees as need arose. Motion was made by Mrs. Holgaard and
seconded by Mrs. Virginia Nielsen that the board members ex¬
penses to the board meeting in Des Moines be paid by the
treasurer, Mrs. Ela Nielsen. It was suggested that Miss Stock¬
holm encourage the districts whose representatives were present,
to take care of their expenses this year! Motion to adjourn was
made by Mrs. Alma Jessen and seconded by Mrs. Gerda Duus.

Es ther U to f t , Sec re ta ry.

A d d r e s s R e m i n d e r s
The addresses of Muriel Nielsen and the Ribers appeared

in the last issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS. They are reprinted
here to remind al l of us to include them in our l ist of Christmas
greet ings.

Miss Muriel S. Nielsen, Superintendent
G a o r a n g G i r l ’ s S c h o o l
P. O. Ha l tugaon,
Goalpara District
Assam, I nd ia .

R e v. a n d M r s . H a r o l d R i b e r
D u m k a , P. O .
Santa l Praganas , Ind ia .

\

WMS Board Meeting Held in Des Moines
The WMS board met in Des Moines, Iowa, on November

12, 1955, at the home of Mrs. Richard Jessen. All board mem¬
bers were present except our honorary member, Mrs. Thomas
Knudstrup. Mrs. Ellen Knudsen, editor of the Women’s Page
and the following District Representatives were present:

Mrs. Alfred Paulsen, Cordova, Nebraska, District VII
Mrs. Al f red Holgaard, Cl inton, Iowa, Dist r ic t IV
Mrs. Virginia Nielsen, Withee, Wisconsin, District V
Mrs. Gerda Duus, Alden, Minnesota, Treasurer of District V.
The motion was made and seconded that voting rights be

extended to aU present. Mrs. Ellen Knudsen made the motion
and it was seconded by Mrs. Arnold Sorensen that the minutes
of this meeting be published in the December 5issue of LU¬
THERAN TIDINGS. Motion unanimously carried.

Mrs. Ela Nielsen read the treasurer’s report up to November
1. She reported that she had sent another $1,000 to the Seminai-y

November 1and that there now remains only $1,000 of
the $5,000 which was our goal. Motion was made by Mrs.
Holgaard and seconded by Mrs. Ellen Knudsen to accept the
treasurer’s report. Motion carried. It was decided to aUow
stationery and stamp expenses to the District Representatives.

Letters were read from Mrs. Ida Egede, Mrs. Knudstrup and
Mrs. Melby. In aletter from Dean Axel Kildegaard, he ex¬
pressed appreciation for the support given the Seminai-y Ex¬
pansion Program by WMS. Miss Emilie Stockholm read the
results of the questionnaires which she had sent to all women’s
organizations in our synod. It was foimd that there is some
confusion concerning the membership in WMS. It was felt
that more organization was needed. Many groups asked for
program material.

Miss Stockholm presented aSix Point Program to strengthen
the work of WMS. The points were discussed by those present.
1. Re-organization —It was felt that there was need for are¬
vision of the present constitution and by-laws. Mrs. Gerda Duus
made the motion and it was seconded by Mrs. Arnold Sorensen
that Miss Stockholm appoint acommittee for the revision of
the constitution and by-laws, and that Miss Stockholm be a
●member of this committee. Motion carried. 2. Membership —

M a n y

Totals of the Questionnaires
Total number of questionnaires returned: 79.
These represent atotal membership of 2,871 women of AELC.
58 groups contribute to General Fund and Special Projects

o f W M S .

s i n c e

18 groups have questions about disbursements of General
F u n d s .

39 groups take part in activities of the United Chm'ch Women.
35 groups do not, sdme because UCW is not organized in their
c o m m u n i t y.

43 were in favor o f send ing the i r WMS D is t r i c t Represen ta¬
tive to ageneral planning meeting of the WMS board each year.
12 voted “No,” in most instances because cost was high on ac¬
c o u n t o f d i s t a n c e .

To the question: Do you feel WMS is organized to give
the women of our synod the help they need in carrying out
their Christian women’s work? 24 groups answered YES, 33
groups answered NO.

To the question: Or, is this not to be aconcern of the WMS?
3 3 a n s w e r e d Y E S a n d 3 a n s w e r e d N O .

67 groups favor aWMS pamphlet, or handbook, which would
contain the constitution, aim, purpose, history, and general
description of WMS, plus leadership helps.

18 groups use prepared program materials, 58 groups do not.
22 groups plan progi’ams in advance (1 year), 13 do not.
55 groups desire help with program planning.
44 groups desire apamphlet with program helps and sug¬

gestions.
Questions 11 and 12 answered by comparatively few groups.

However, requests were made for revision of our constitution
and by-laws, more organization at the district level, with authority
to act, more publicity and information of work and activities
of WMS, anew name for the organization, and many others.
These were all good, and will be given consideration in our
planning. Our program of action is based on results of the
questionnaires.

and Ardythe Hansen were re-elected, and the
business meeting adjourned.

The banquet followed at which we enjoyed ade¬
licious meal and heard an excellent address from Rev.
Enok Mortensen. Dan Martensen was toastmaster.

Bible study, church and dinner composed the
agenda for Sunday morning after which all bid fond
farewells. Yes, it was another successful convention
—thanks to the Tyler young people, congregation.
Rev. and Mrs. Enok Mortensen, and to all of you who
participated!

s e n
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c u s s i o n o n t h e s i z e o f t h e h o m e a n d h o w t o r a i s e
money for the home was brought up and asuggestion
that someone represent each congregation for fund
r a i s i n g f o r t h i s n e w p r o j e c t . A m o t i o n w a s m a d e
and seconded that the convention offering on Sunday
be contributed to the new Old People’s Home Fund,
at Tyler, Minnesota.

Rev. Brown reported on AELYF stating that all
was well, and that they had had avery successful
year, $35 was given by the Young People toward a
projection machine to go to India. He also reported
on the picnic the young people had at Brookings,
South Dakota last .year and they had attended it
i n a l a rge g roup .

The budget was presented and the quota for 1956
was decided upon at the convention as follows, per
congregation: Tyler, $3,770.02; White, $160.00; Diamond
Lake, $561.05; Ruthton, $571.16; Viborg, $1,137.10; Gay-
ville, $510.15; Badger, $429.62; Lake Norden, $429.62.

An election for district officers was had. Rev. Har-
ald Ibsen, president; Rev. Walter Brown, vice presi¬
dent; Mrs. Agneta Buhl, secretary; and Jorgen Krog,
t r e a s u r e r . A m o t i o n w a s m a d e a n d s e c o n d e d t h a t t h e
convention secretary send agreeting to former secre¬
tary, Mrs. Hans Miller. The convention for next year
(1956) will be held, if available, at White, South
Dakota, Tyler in 1957 and Badger in 1958.

There being no further business the meeting was
adjourned.

Saturday night Harry Jensen gave avery interest¬
ing talk and showed pictures in regards to Grand
View improvements and expansion. This was avery
informative report and Iam sure we all can give our
congregations agood report on Grand View’s future.

Sunday morning Rev. Enselmann was installed as
pastor at Lake Norden and Badger congregations by
Rev. Enok Mortensen. Sunday afternoon atalk was
given by Dr. Alfred Jensen.

D i s t r i c t V I C o n v e n t i o n
September 23-24-25, 1955, Lake Norden, S. D.

The meeting was opened on Friday night by Rev.
W a l t e r B r o w n . R e v . H a r a l d I b s e n c o n d u c t e d t h e

devotional service Saturday morning. The business
meeting was opened by the district president. Rev.
Enok Mortensen, at 10 a. m.

The firs t o rder o f bus iness was to e lec t aconvent ion
secretary, as the regular secretary was unable to be
present. Henry Jacobsen was elected. The president
called aroll call of delegates and all congregations
were represented, with 24 delegates, four pastors and
Dr. Alfred Jensen, synodical president, as attending
guest.

The minutes of the 1954 meeting at Ruthton were
read and approved as read. The treasurer reported a
cash balance of $249.27 on hand.

In the president’s report. Rev. Mortensen called
attention to several important matters that have been,
and are the missions of our distr ict . The president
discussed reporting of pledges for 1955, and reported
to each delegate how much had been paid to the
synod by each congregation in District VI. Delegates
expressed 'all pledges would be met for the year.

Each congregation had delegates report on its
activities in the past year. This proved to be very
interesting and informative. The delegates present
took notice on the wonderful work done by the Lake
Norden congregation in remodeling of its church and
grounds.

Rev. Walter Brown reported on the Home Mission
Counci l o f the AELC commit tee repor t . Acommit tee
meeting was held at Brookings, South Dakota, on
February 11, 1955. The committee consisted of Mrs.
Hans Meyer, Mr. George Dam and Rev. Walter Brown.
After much discussion, it was decided each congre¬
gation had much need within its own congregation
for Home Mission work and each respective congre¬
gation should decide what should be done within its
own congregation. Dr. Jensen reported on the Home
Mission work done in Des Moines and how they had
formed 11 teams to call on members in the Des Moines
congregation and that the results were inspiring.

Dr. Jensen also reported on the progress the Home
Mission was having in Cedarloo and Circle Pines and
felt that they were showing gratifying results in both
Home Missions. The District Seminary Scholarship
was discussed. It was moved and
seconded and carried that the dis¬
trict give $100 to aSeminary stu¬
dent or students, preferably, but
not necessarily, from District VI.
The d is t r ibu t ion o f th is scho la r¬
ship is left to the discretion of the
Dean of the Seminary.

We want to thank the people of Lake Norden for
the wonderful way we were received and we thank
the congregation in Lake Norden and its pastor for
the kindness and hospitality we found while we were
t h e r e .

Henry M. Jacobsen,
Convention Secretary.

The president also called our
a t t e n t i o n t o t h e A l l - L u t h e r a n F o o d
Appeal, the Lutheran Refugee
Service. Adiscussion regarding
these worthy causes was had and
the pres ident encouraged our
wholehearted support for both
causes. The new Old People’s
Home at Tyler was discussed. Dis-

' V .

Members of the Ladies’ Aid and Sunday school at Victory, Michigan, recently
made, dressed and shipped to the Santai Mission field thirty dolis for Christmas
presents. Next year they hope to make 100. Pastor is John Christensen, Ludington.
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Open Letter to Christian Warthoe
a n d V e n d e l b o e N i e l s e n
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I t i s r igh t tha t the o fficers o f the e igh t incor¬
porated boards are elected by the Board members
themselves, but they are responsible to the conven¬
t i o n .Iam against a l l human d ic ta torsh ip or to ta l i tar¬

ianism be it dressed up as aking, apope, acorpora¬
t ion, arepubl ican, asocial ist —and even ademocrat.
There is even at times atype of despotism among
lay people that may be as absolute as any. As far
as man is concerned, it is true, and history will bear
m e o u t

rupts absolutely.

Personally, Iprefer amore democratic procedure,
but the question is how free can we be and yet func¬
tion with some measure of efficiency, be it in state
o r b e i t i n c h u r c h ?

Holger O. Nielsen.
power corrupts, and absolute power cor- 1410 Main Street, Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Absolute sovereignty belongs with God. No mortal
F o r T h i n em a n c a n b e t r u s t e d w i t h i t . J e s u s k n e w ,

is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever
a n d e v e r .

The Daiichod Harp
By Sigurd Pedersen

It has been some time since the last chapter on
“The Danebod Harp” appeared in LUTHERAN TID¬
INGS. At the recent fo lk meet ing, one old student
from Daneibod, asked if the harp had no more strings?
My plan was really to give asummary of the musical
ta lent through the many years, but that is qui te a
big job to tackle, and memory may fai l to make a
fu l l repor t . However, the re i s one more s t r ing on
the old Danebod Harp that must not be forgotten.
The person that gave more years of. service on the
“Danebod Harp” than any other is Sigrid Ostergaard,
who was present, but alittle sad, as she was leaving
right after the meeting to retire to the old folks home
i n D e s M o i n e s . S h e h a s c o n t a c t e d m o r e D a n e b o d
students through the years than any other person.
Many fr iends thanked her for her work at Danebod
and in the communi ty. I t was hard for her to say
goodby to the numerous f r iends.

Sigrid joined the faculty in the fall of 1903, when
the new Dandbod was opened with Rev. Th. Knudsen
i n c h a r g e . I t w a s a n e w e r a f o r t h e f o l k s c h o o l .
Danebod school was enlarged with new dining room,
new auditorium, new gym; and how hopeful was Rev.
T h . K n u d s e n ! T h e A m e r i c a n d e p a r t m e n t w a s r e ¬
m o d e l l e d a n d w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o t e a c h e r s b o r n i n
U. S., to better meet the demands of the American
b o r n s t u d e n t s . H o w h o p e f u l w a s K n u d s e n , a s h e
spoke, when the new building was dedicated. The
e n r o l l m e n t , w i t h a y o u n g p e o p l e ’ s c l a s s i n c l u d e d ,
reached sixty, an al l t ime record. In 1917 the first
high school graduate enrolled. Was that aturning
point? Maybe, but in 1918, at the close of the First
Woi’ ld War, came another change. The soldiers had
b e c o m e “ A m e r i c a n i z e d . ”

Achange a f f ec ted t he you ths o f t he l and . Iw i l l
never forget Rev. Knudsen’s sermon Christmas eve,
1917. He fe l t the change b rought on by the war.
H e l e f t f o r D e n m a r k i n 1 9 2 0 . S e v e r a l l e a d e r s t o o k

over for afew years, but the “Danish Folk School , ”
cou ld not surv ive . But S igr id Ostergaard remained
f a i t h f u l t h r o u g h a l l t h e c h a n g e s . S h e a s s i s t e d i n
kitchen, parlor, sewing, singing, reading aloud, fancy-
work, etc. She has shaken hands of welcome and fare¬
well to hundreds of students in the many years. It
was not easy for her to say farewell to so many
friends at the last meeting. There was, as usual, a
large number -'of former students at the meeting.
Throughout the many years Sigrid was like Tenny¬
s o n ’ s — “ T h e B r o o k ” t h a t “ w e n t o n a n d o n f o r e v e r . ”

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )

●

For me, who at this time happens to be the vice
president of our little Synod, to give an unequivocal
answer as to the mer i t s and demer i t s o f the s t ruc tu ra l
nature of the ULCA is not an easy matter. The sit¬
uation is not as simple as you make it out to be,
C h r i s t i a n Wa r t h o e a n d Ve n d e l b o e N i e l s e n .

Firstly, the president of the ULCA is almost ex¬
clusively an administrative office. Neither must he
meddle with the internal affairs of the synods; and
the synods are as jealous of their respective rights

.as we are. It may sound foolish but there are other
people beside us in the United States who are as
m u c h c o n c e r n e d a b o u t f r e e d o m a s w e .

The second fact to keep in mind is that the ULCA
is not tightly or rigidly organized. Several Lutheran
c h u r c h e s i n U n i t e d S t a t e s h a v e m o r e c o n c e n t r a t i o n
of power than does the ULCA.

The policy of the ULCA is constructed on asecular
model. Its prototype is the'^overnment of the United
States with the relationship between the 32 synods
and the ULCA comparable to that of the states and
the federal government with its system of check and
b a l a n c e .

The questions that the ULCA faced at Toronto,
Canada, was th is : “ Is the ULCA acreature , and in
one sense almost an agency, of its synods? Or do
the synods look upon themselves as expressions of
t h e t o t a l c h u r c h ? O r i s a b a l a n c e t o b e s t r u c k s o m e ¬
where between these two poles? If so, where is that
b a l a n c e t o b e ? ”

The organizational structure of the ULCA is not
an issue where there is unanimity of opinion. Dr.
F r a n k M a d s e n s a i d o n t h e c o n v e n t i o n fl o o r : “ T h i s
proposal would make the church truly united. We
are standing at apivotal point and Ibelieve the
proposal points in the direction we should go.” Dr.
Henry Bagger had another idea, “The Executive Board
has already been criticized for wielding too much
power. If other agencies of the church were subject
to Executive Board domination, it would destroy their
sense of real responsibil ity, kil l init iative and under¬
mine their leadership.” (Proposal to vest the Execu¬
tive Board with all the powers of the convention ad
interim defeated 291-257).

The question that some would ask Dr. Bagger is
whether or not the ULCA can control its agencies?
Several Protestant churches have discovered too late
that their agencies do about as they please.



Page 12 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S December 5, 1955
of the prophets and the apost les together
wi th the psalms can c la im d iv ine author-

A r e y o u ( y o u r s e l f ) a C h r i s t i a n ? D o
you have the forgiveness of sin?” Grundt-
v i g a d d s w h a t K n u d s e n d o e s n o t c i t e :

Quest ions that fe l l l ike stones, aye, l ike
r o c k s u p o n m y h e a r t . ” I v e n t u r e t o s a y
that aperson who has had any experience
l i k e t h e o n e G r u n d t v i g h e r e d e s c r i b e s ,
w i n n o t t h i n k t h a t h e w o r k e d h i m s e l f
u p . R a t h e r w i l l h e k n o w t h a t h e h a d
feUen into the hands of the living God.
G r u n d t v i g l o s t h i s m i n d i n w h a t h e
t h e r e w e n t ( t h r o u g h , a n d n o t u n t i l h e
h a d b e e n s e v e r a l m o n t h s i n a b e l i e v i n g
f a t h e r ’ s a n d m o t h e r ’ s c a r e d i d t h e c l o u d s
ent i re ly c lear away.

On page 42 of his book, Knudsen gives
us what he believes is an “example of
( G r u n d t v i g ’ s ) i m c l e a r t h i n k i n g , ” a n d
K n u d s e n s e e m s i t o b e l i e v e t h a t i t w a s
i n t h e p r o b l e m o f t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t
t h a t G r u n d t v i g s h o w e d u n c l e a r t h i n k i n g .
But it was not on the problem of the Old
Testament as such that Grundtv ig at that
t i m e w a s t h i n k i n g . I t w a s t h e p r o b l e m
w h i c h t o t h i s d a y r e m a i n s r m s o l v e d t o
those who do not know Grundtvig, as
w e l l a s t o t h o s e w h o r e f u s e ( t o l e a r n
f r o m h i m . I t w a s n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n t h e

K n u d s e n ’ s B o o k o n
Grundtvig

T h e s e c r e t t h i n g s b e l o n g t o t h e L o r d ,

o u r G o d ; t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e r e ¬
v e a l e d b e l o n g t o u s a n d t o o u r
c h i l d r e n f o r e v e r . — D e u t . 2 9 : 2 9

T h a t i s , i f w e l o v e ( t h e t h i n g s t h a t
h a v e b e e n r e v e a l e d , a n d c h e r i s h t h e m
l a n d l i v e t h e m s o t h a t o u r c h i l d r e n
c o m e t o l o v e t h e m a n d c h e r i s h t h e m .

For we can most easily neglect to appro¬
pr ia te them to ourse lves , and the words
w i t h w h i c h w e s p e a k o f t h e m b e c o m e
mere cliches. If that happens, then our
children (may come to where they spealc
of these things even with contempt.

I h a r d l y k n o w h o w t o w r i t e o n K n u d ¬
sen’s book on Grundtvig. Knudsen and
I h a v e f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s w o r k e d c l o s e l y
t o g e t h e r, a n d , a s I b e l i e v e , w i t h m u t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . H o w e v e r , w e b e l o n g t o
the same church, younger men belong to
ou r same chu rch , and I sha l l no t r e f r a i n
f r o m m a k i n g a n a t t e m p t t o s h o w : 1 )
w h e r e I b e l i e v e K n u d s e n i s m i s t a k e n i n

a p p r a i s i n g G r u n d t v i g , a n d 2 ) h o w,
through Grundtvig, secret things of God
h a v e b e e n r e v e a l e d t o u s .

l i t s e e m s t h a t K n u d s e n h a s h a d m o r e

than enough of Grundtvig. There are
through the book, which he has consented
to (have called DANISH REBEL, slurring
re(marks on the subject of the -writ ing —
as , fo r i ns tance , when he says , pg . 14 ,
t h a t G r u n d t v i g “ h a d b e e n b i t t e n b y a
d e s i r e t o p u b l i s h . ” T h i s a b o u t a m a n
who two yea rs p rev ious l y had pub l i shed
abook on Norse mytho logy tha t had
received honorable mention by prominent
men in and outside of Denmark, and of
which the Grundtvig student, Holger Beg-
t r u p , s a y s t h a t “ i t w i l l b e r e a d a s l o n g
a s D a n i s h i s r e a d . ” C a n i t v e r i l y b e
s a i d o f a n a u t h o r o f s u c h c a l i b e r t h a t
he had been bi t ten by adesire to publ ic?

K n u d s e n ’ s r e f e r e n c e h e r e i s t o t h e
p u b l i s h i n g o f G r u n d t v i g ’ s t r i a l s e r m o n :

W h y H a s t h e W o r d o f t h e L o r d D i s ¬
a p p e a r e d f r o m H i s H o u s e ? ” R a t i o n a l i s m
was (then holding sway in Denmark’s pul¬
p i t s ; i t w a s a g a i n s t r a t i o n a l i s m t h a t
Grund tv ig i n 1810 pub l i shed h is se rmon .
In i t be speaks o f the o lder peop le
who in church a re g iven s tones fo r
b r e a d i n t h e m i n i s t e r s ’ s e r m o n s . I t w a s

Grundtvig’s first shot, fli'ed at the flagrant
misuse of Denmark’s pulpiis —the first
shot in awar in which Grundtvig (never
tired until the misuse had been stopped.

. C o m e s n o w a c h u r c h h i s t o r i a n a n d c h a r ¬
acterizes this (first encounter by saying
t h a t G r u n d t v i g ' h a d b e e n b i t t e n b y a
des i re t o pub l i sh !

O f e v e n t s i n 1 8 1 0 t h a t h a d n o c o n n e c ¬
t i o n w h a t e v e r w i t h t h e r e b u f f t h a t
G r u n d t v i g r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e m i n i s t e r s
because of his tr ial sermon, Knudsen
says, pg. 15, that “the agony increased
unt i l (Grundtv ig) had worked h imsel f
up into an extremely depressed state
of (mind.” This judgment is rendered
d i rec t l y a f te r (Knudsen has c i ted Grundt -
vigls own statement on .the matter: “I
was suddenly crushed by the question:

i t y.
u

Thus he s t rugg led on . And he d id no t
s t o p , l i k e s o m e o f o u r f r i e n d s d o n o w,
when .they proclaim that scripture is the
Word of God without seemingly ever
asking themselves whether they mean the
whole book f rom cover to cover. Grundt¬
vig .kept on searching .the scriptures.
Fifteen years that search for the living
a n d a b i d i n g W o r d o f G o d l a s t e d . A n d
i t was not unclear th inking; i t was think¬
i n g , s t u d y a n d p r a y e r b y w h i c h h e
final ly came through to that “unshakable
W o r d o f G o d b y w h i c h e v e r y C h r i s t i a n
man has been bom anew, not by reading
the Bible, but by the washing of regener¬
a t i o n a n d r e n e w i n g i n . t h e H o l y S p i r i t .

A n e x a m p l e o f h o w f a r t h e a u t h o r o f
t h e b o o k n o w s e l l i n g u n d e r t h e t i t l e
D A N I S H R E B E L i s f r o m h a v i n g i m d e r -
s t o o d G r u n d t v i g ’ s f e r v o r a n d d e d i c a t i o n
t o t h e f r e e d o m o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m a n i s
f o u n d o n p a g e 6 3 . K n u d s e n t h e r e s a y s
t h a t G r u n d t v i g “ w o r k e d h i m s e l f u p
t o a s h a r p c r i t i c i s m o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t .
The fac t i s tha t i t was Grund tv ig ’s pe r¬
s i s t e n t c r i t i c i s m o f ( t h e g o v e r n m e n t ’ s
hegemony over the congregation of be¬
lievers that finally led to the law, (1855,
Sognebaandets Losn ing) , wh ich gave t l i e
r i g h t t o f a t h e r s a n d m o t h e r s t o h a v e
their children baptized by and to go to
coiTunimion to the minister of their choice.
D i d G r u n d t v i g k e e p h i m s e l f “ w o r k e d u p ”
o n t h i s i s s u e f r o m 1 8 2 7 t o 1 8 5 5 ? O r d i d
he keep his eyes steadi ly on the freedom
o f t h e C h r i s t i a n C h i n c h ?

On page 69 Knudsen says ‘that Grundt¬
vig “covered up afeeling of inferiority
w i t h b i n s q u e n e s s . ” I b e l i e v e t h a t e v e r y
s t u d e n t o f G r u n d t v i g w i l l a g r e e w i t h m e
t h a t a c h a r g e t h a t G r u n d t v i g e v e r h a d a
f e e l i n g o f i n f e i ’ i o r i t y s t a n d s g r e a t l y i n
n e e d o f d o c u m e n t a t i o n .

On page 87 the charge is that Grundt¬
v i g “ a l w a y s i n c l u d e d t o o m u c h s m a l l
talk.” The only way in which Knudsen
can know Grundtvig’s talk, great or small,
i s t h r o u g h G r u n d t v i g ’ s w r i t i n g s . I s n ’ t
i t s t r a n g e t h a t a n u m b e r o f s c h o l a r s i n
D e n m a r k t o d a y a r e ' b u s y s t u d y i n g t h e
l e a s t l i t t l e s c r a p o f G r u n d t v i g ’ s “ t a l k
—big or smal l?

T h e a b o v e a r e s o m e o f K n u d s e n ’ s

judgments on' Grundtvig that seem to me
erroneous. Iknow, of course, the im-
d e r l y i n g r e a s o n f o r t h e s e s e v e r e j u d g ¬
m e n t s . I t s t a n d s t o r e a d o n p a g e s 5 0 ,
51, and 98-100 to f DANISH REBEL. Wi th
( the ed i to r ’s permiss ion , I sha l l make th is
t h e s u b j e c t o f a s u c c e e d i n g a r t i c l e .

V a l d e m a r S . J e n s e n .

f f

M e n o c c a s i o n a l l y s t u m b l e o v e r
t h e t r u t l i , b u t m o s t o f t h e m
p i c k t h e m s e l v e s u p a n d h u r r y
o f f as i f no th ing had happened .

— W i n s t o n C h u r c i i i i l .

p r o b l e m w i t h w h i c h w e i n o u r c h u r c h
a r e c o n f r o n t e d t o d a y w h e n w e a r e t o
d e c i d e w h e t h e r o r n o t t o a f fi l i a t e w i t h
the United Lutheran Church in America,
— t h e p r o b l e m : W h a t i s t h e W o r d o f
G o d ?

The rat ional is ts of that day t reated the
B i b l e a s t h e s o w t r e a t s a s a c k o f o a t s
— t o b o r r o w a n e x p r e s s i o n f r o m L u t h e r.
G r u n d t v i g k n e w t h e n o f n o o t h e r W o r d
o f G o d t h a n t h e B i b l e . H e r e a l i z e d t h a t
if man is to believe in God, he must
have aWord of God; knowing no other,
h e a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e w h o l e B i b l e f r o m
c o v e r t o c o v e r w a s t h e i n f a l l i b l e W o r d
o f G o d . *

He writes: “I have no other enlighten¬
m e n t t h a n t h e o n e w i t h w h i c h t h e F a t h e r
through the Holy Spir i t endows every
b e l i e v e r w h o h o l d s f a s t t o t h e w r i t t e n
w o r d , a n d b y i t p r o v e s t h e s p i r i t s .

And at ( the t ime neither he nor anyone
else had any other enlightenment. But
h e s o o n f o u n d t h a t f o r a t e a c h e r i n
C h r i s t e n d o m t h i s w a s i n s u f fi c i e n t . H e i s
by h is s tudies of scr ipture dr iven to
o b s e r v e t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n t b o o k s o f t h e
B i b l e a r e o f d i f f e r e n t w o r t h . “ H e s o o n

Mt that to accept every word in the
b o o k a s G o d ’ s W o r d c o u l d n o t b e m a d e
a c o n d i t i o n f o r s a l v a t i o n . ” H e n o w c o m e s

to the standpoint .that only the writings

«

A t t e n t i o n A l l P a s t o r s a n d
C h u r c h e s

P l e a s e r e t u r n a l l u n s o l d c o n v e n t i o n

reports and convention minutes to the
u n d e r s i g n e d . W e a r e i n n e e d o f t h e m .
Also, the synod.has for sale at cost, books
con ta i n i ng l e t t e r s o f t r ans fe r.

R e v. H o l g e r O . N i e l s e n , S e c .
1 4 0 2 M a i n S t r e e t

C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a .
● ) S e e H o l g e r B e g t r u p : " N . F. S . G r u n d t v i g
s o m B i b e l k r i e t e n . "
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two of our congregations who are doing just that:
They are having abrief special congregation meeting
in order to amend this year’s budget to give their
pastor the benefit of this ruling on this year’s tax
s t a t e m e n t .
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OPIN ION
A N D

COMMENT AS STATED e l sewhe re i n t h i s i s sue , t he f rmd
raising campaign on which we as asynod embarked
by action at the Kimballton convention has now been
given aname, and adirector. The choice in both
instances seem to us good. The “Faith and Life
Advance” will soon be afamiliar phrase to us all. In¬
herent in the phrase are such numerous thematic
possibilities that it is not likely that the name will
pall. It would be impossible to find amore com¬
prehensive or meanin̂ ul “catchword” behind which
to rally our resources in this great campaign. While
the goal seems large, it is by no means so overwhelm¬
ing that we have any excuse for discouragement. By
comparison with like campaigns among churches of
other denominations, the sum is not large at all. And
in cases like this, the need should have the first con¬
sideration, not the cost. May God look upon this
work wi th approval , and give His b lessing!

N O W T H AT A N O T H E R fi n e b o o k o n G r u n d t v i g
has been published, (see review in this issue), it seems
v/orth while to call attention- to the opinion held of
him by some of the best-known men who have given
aknowing opinion. It is, of course, dangerous to
over-eulogize; N. F. S. G. was only human, and as
f a l l i b l e a s a l l h u m a n s a r e . B u t w e f o u n d i t i n t e r e s t ¬
ing to dig out what, for example, the very respected
social psychologist Goi’don Allport said of him:
“Grundtvig was creative and complete as an educator,
theologian, patriot and poet ...Grundtvig contrasts
sharply with his contemporary, Kierkegaard, for the
former found in bad si tuat ions achal lenge to act ion
rather than acause of anguish. Of the two, Grundtvig
is the healthier human type.” The Chicago Tribune
called Grundtvig “the Andrew Jackson personality.”
and said further, “Now that the English speaking
world is beginning to catch up with the virile in¬
tellectual life of Copenhagen acentury ago, perhaps
the blunt bishop is in for aworld-wide vogue.” In
the New York Herald-Tribune, we find Henry Steele
Commager writing about him: “What aman he was,
this bard whom Bjornson called the greatest spirit
t h e N o r t h h a d e v e r k n o w n ! I m a g i n e a T h e o d o r e
Parker, aGeorge Bancroft, aLongfellow, aJohn
Quincy Adams, aHorace Mann all rolled into one
and you have afaint impression of the man. For
almost seventy years he pled, stormed, cajoled’ thun¬
dered, sang, prayed, preached, and wrote at the Danish
people, calling on them to discover their true national
greatness —and supplying them with the material
for that character and greatness. Confronted with
the greatest disaster his people had ever known, he
set himself resolutely to regenerate it spiritually, in¬
tellectually, politically, even economically.” It would
be hard to find higher phrases of praise about any
man anywhere.

MOST MINISTERS are allowed aparsonage to
live in as part of the congregation’s obligation to its
pastor. However, afew provide their own, and are
usually compensated for this in their salary. This
extra income often pushes apastor into ahigher
bracket, tax-wise, and it has never seemed fair that
he should be taxed on this amount when other pastors
are not. The government recognizes this, and allows
aspecial exemption. The latest question on this
subject comes up when one inquires whether or not
ministers who are provided aparsonage should not
have an exemtpion on such things as fuel, utilities,
telephone and other housing costs not provided by
the congregation. The government recently has de¬
cided that they should. It is simple to arrange this
exem.ption. Acongregation should add an item to the
budget to provide some kind of “parsonage expense”
(without actually adding any money for it). If it
appears in the budget, the government says, then it
is an al lowable deduct ion. We have not iced one or

WHEN THIS reaches your homes we will be half¬
way through the Advent season. It has always seemed
to us that Advent is the most exhilarating and the
most penetrating of the church seasons. This is true
not only because we all are busily gathering up our
recessed thoughts about old friends, renewing the
memories of old years, and in general thinking per¬
haps more about others than about ourselves, though
this is all true. It is the general “expectancy” of
the season that is so impressionable. Is it an over¬
emphasis that we spend so much of the early winter,
so much of our precious Sunday school time, so much
of our social life, so much of the church year in
looking forward to abirthday which was, after all,
so short a. portion of the Christ child’s life? No, it
is no over-emphasis. In any life, the birth is the im¬
portant event. That ancient manger scene, now adim
part of antiquity, must never be recreated with the
same sense of indifference and inhospitality that was
accorded i t on that fi rs t Chr is tmas eve. The v igor
and enthusiasm of the season, with its contagion of
good-will, its merriness, its selflessness, starts the new
church year with spirit; and every Christian, from the
Arctic Eskimo to the Johannesburg Negro, feels now
a s L u t h e r d i d :

My heart for very joy doth leap.
My lips no more can silence keep;

And we must give that spirit vent and expression.
A d v e n t i s a b e a u t i f u l a n d l i v e l y t i m e o f t h e y e a r,
and we can put its energy to God’s use.

LAYMEN, for some reason, particularly enjoy
stories told about preachers, and this is an enjoyment
in which ministers themselves share enthusiastical ly.
One good pastor, having preached over-long, and hav¬
ing had an unusually lengthy list of announcements,
(another reason for having Sunday bulletins), finally
looked at his watch and said, “We shall cut the next
hymn and sing only the first and last stanzas.” The
hymn? —It was “Take time to be holy.”
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Carl P. H0jbjerg Endowed
Memorial Scholarship Fund
Christ ian and Alpha Warthoe,

Chicago 
Jens Sorensen, Oak Park, Hl.._
Rev. and Mrs . E r i ck MoUer,

Chicago 
Thora Strandskov, Chicago
Ragnhild Strandskov, Chicago. _
Celia Petersen, Chicago
Mrs. H. J . Hansen, Palat ine, lU.
Olga Jorgensen, Chicago
Albert Lykke, Chicago
Mrs. J. Bang, Chicago
Alfred C. Andreasen, Oak Park,

t h e f a m i l y l i v e s . H e h a s b e e n v e r y
f a i t h f u l i n h i s d u t i e s , a n d w h e n u n a b l e
to be present at church services,- always
s e n t w o r d t o t h e p a s t o r , s o t h a t o t h e r
a r rangemen ts cou ld be made . The con¬
gregation and his parents may well be

■proud o f h im, and i t i s our earnes t hope
t h a t h e w i l l c o n t i n u e w i t h h i s c h u r c h

duties as long as possible, and be an
i n s p i r a t i o n t o t h e y o u n g e r b o y s w i t h i n
the chm’ch.

O c t o b e r 1 3 , 1 9 5 5 m a r k e d t h e g o l d e n
w e d d i n g a n n i v e r s a r y o f M r . a n d M r s .
A lgot Johnson, we l l -known Gray l ing res i¬
d e n t s a n d l o n g t i m e m e m b e r s o f t h e
G r a y l i n g E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .
T o m a r k t h e o c c a s i o n O P E N H O U S E w a s
h e l d f o r a l l m e m b e r s o f t h e c h u r c h a n d
their many friends on Sunday afternoon,
October 16, at Danebod Hall between the
h o u r s o f t w o a n d fi v e o ’ c l o c k .

The aud i to r i um was beau t i f u l l y deco r¬
a t e d w i t h m a n y p l a n t s a n d b o u q u e t s
o f y e R o w fl o w e r s , t o k e n s o f e s t e e m i n
wh i ch t h i s coup le i s he ld . Mr. and Mrs .
Johnson received their many fr iends dur¬
ing the afternoon,
■G r a y l i n g , b u t a l s o f r o m R o s c o m m o n ,
Kalkaska, Bay City and Saginaw.

A l g o t J o h n s o n a n d E d i t h H a g m a n n
came to Grayling direct from Sweden,
and were the first couple to be joined in
Holy Matrimony by the late Rev. A. C.
Kildegaard, new pastor of the Grayling
c h u r c h .

T h e i r m a n y f r i e n d s j o i n i n w i s h i n g
them many more years o f happy wedded
bliss, with good health and God’s richest
blessings.

W a y n e , A l b e i t a . O n S u n d a y, O c t o b e r
30 the Bethlehem Congregation held its
annual Harvest Fest iva l . ,The Young
People’s Society had decorated the church
w i t h t h e f r u i t s o f t h e fi e l d a n d g a r d e n
a n d a m i n i a t u r e f a r m s t e a d l a i d o u t i n
t h e f r o n t o f t h e c h u r c h . F o l l o w i n g t h e
services afellowship dinner was shared
in the church parlors and alecture by
the pastor in the afternoon. The chiuch
was nearly filled to capacity for both the
morning and afternoon meetings.

Because o f weather cond i t ions , Sunday
School is held only during the summer
months. November 13 was the last day of
Sunday Schoo l fo r th is year. I t was
marked by aservice devot^ to the work
of the Sunday School and the field of
Chr i s t i an Educa t i on as awho le . The
offer ing on that Sunday went to the
work of the Simday School for the coming
y e a r .

O V R C H U R C H

M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n e s o t a . P a s t o r O v e
N i e l s e n t h i s s u m m e r u n d e r w e n t a n e y e
o p e r a t i o n i n N e w Yo r k C i t y . A c o r n e a
transplant, 6millimeters in diameter, was
performed on his left eye; the new eye
h a d b e e n fl o w n f r o m V i r g i n i a . P a s t o r
Nielsen writes that, with glasses, he can
see “splendidly” with the new eye, and
hopes to have an operat ion on the other
eye w i th in ayear o r two . Pas to r N ie l sen
has been partially blind for 12 years.
H e i s n a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r o f t h e A U - L u -

theran Food Appeal.
Waterloo, Io\va. Adedication ceremony

w a s h e l d N o v e m b e r 2 0 f o r t h e n e w c h u r c h
addi t ion, wi th Dr. Haro ld Bernhardt , Iowa
State Teacher’s College, speaking, with
o p e n h o u s e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n . P a s t o r
R i c h a r d S o r e n s e n i s m i n i s t e r .

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n . I n “ K i r k e o g F o l k
w e r e a d t h a t P a s t o r S v e n d J 0 r g e n s e n
b e c a u s e o f f a i l i n g e y e s i g h t h a s f e l t i t
n e c e s s a r y t o r e s i g n h i s p a s t o r a t e . H i s
congregat ion has reques ted , tha t he re¬
m a i n a t l e a s t a n o t h e r s i x m o n t h s .

Tyler, Minnesota. Pastor Aage Moller
spoke at an evening meeting here No¬
vember 10. Plans are undeiw'ay for the
raising of funds for the building of a
n e w O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e h e r e . I t i s t o
b e a c o m m u n i t y p r o j e c t , b u t i s b e i n g
spearheaded by people of our synod.

So l vang , Ca l i f o rn i a . Th i s cong rega t i on
recen t l y r eac ted f avo rab l y t o t he poss i¬
b i l i t y o f s p o n s o r i n g a r e f u g e e f a m i l y o f
five. Fourteen adults recently completed
a s i x - w e e k c o u r s e o f i n s t r u c t i o n f o r

peop le unacqua in ted w i th Lu the ran doc¬
t r i n e .

Seattle, Washington. New chancel para-
ments and sanctuary itenns were dedi¬
ca ted he re December 4 , toge the r w i th a
m i s s a l s t a n d a n d o t h e r m e m o r i a l g i f t s .
T h r e e a d u l t s w i l l b e b a p t i z e d a n d f o u r
confirmed at serv ices December 11.

G r a y l i n g , M i c h i g a n . C h a r l e s G a r l a n d ,
amember of the Grayl ing Evangel ical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d t h e
“ P R O D E O E T P A T R I ” ( F o r G o d a n d
Country) Lutheran Award for Boy Scouts.
The presentation was made by Rev. John
Enselmann at church serv ices on Stmday,
S e p t e m b e r 11 t h , w h e n h e p r e a c h e d h i s
farewell sermon for this congregation.

T h i s a w a r d c o n s i s t s o f a c i t a t i o n a n d a
meda l and i s g ran ted ■t h ru t he Na t i ona l
Lutheran Commit tee on Scout ing, for
f a i t h f u l n e s s i n r e l i g i o u s w o r k o f t h e
chu rch , unde r supe rv i s i on o f t he pas to r.

I n e a r n i n g h i s a w a r d , C h a r l e s h a s
served 150 hours or more in the church,
b y r e c e i v i n g t h e o f f e r i n g s o n S u n d a y s ,
act ing as usher, passing out church pro¬
g r a m s a n d p i c k i n g u p t h e h y m n a l s . I n
a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , h e w r o t e a n e s s a y o n
K i n g D a v i d a n d a l s o c a r v e d a m i n i a t u r e
altar, complete with altar ring, picture,
carpeting, etc., duplicating the altar of
the Grayling church.

Charles, who is 17 years of age, and
aJunior at Grayling High School, is a
F i r s t C l a s s S c o u t a n d a m e m b e r o f a
Scout Troop in Roscommon, near where
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Thorvald Thomsen, Aurora, Neb.
Mr. and Mrs. Chr is Bovbjerg,

Tyler, Minn.
In memory of Mrs. Hans J. Grau,

Newell, Iowa 
Kathrine Jessen, Wheaton, lU.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris S. Jorgensen,

Glen EUyn, lU. ●
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S incere thanks to aU donors .

Erick Johansen, Treas.
Ty l e r, M i n n e s o t a

P. S. As treasiu'er for the H0jbjerg
M e m o r i a l F u n d , I c a n h a r d l y r e f r a i n
from saying that we are very grateful for
the splendid support coming from the
Chicago and Oak Park, I l l inois, area.
Mr. Andreasen sent out avery fine cir¬
cular letter and the response has been
g r a t i f y i n g . I f t h e r e w e r e a f e w m o r e
who would “throw out aline” our goal of
.$5,000 would not be an impossibility.

$1,460.00

A
A
A
A
A

|F0R good CHRISTMAS READING^
^Support yom- young people’s group.̂
w B u y a Y U L E f o r y o u r s e l f a n d a l s o A
gsome for your friends. They makeg

excel lent Chr is tmas gi f ts for a l l ages. A
If you are tmable to obtain YULE fromg
your local soc iety, wr i te to AgnesA
Nussle, 1100 Boyd St., Des Moines, lowag
The price of YULE is again seventy-A
five cents. §

Ibel ieve that there are many more
in our synod who feel adeep sense of
grat i tude for having had contact wi th
C. P. Hdjbjerg, and how could acon¬
crete expression of this feeling be made’
better than by giv ing adonat ion to a
.scholarship fund designed to help deserv¬
ing s tuden ts a t tend our own Grand View
College.

E . J .
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Lutheran News from Around the World
Tr a i n i n g C e n t e r a n d t h e L u t h e r a n G i r l ’ s
S c h o o l i n n e a r b y A s h i r a . A s m a l l r o o m
i s a v a i l a b l e n e a r t h e c o n f e r e n c e s i t e f o r

p r i va te med i ta t ion .
Cook ing for the conference is done in

huge cast- i ron ket t les supported by rocks
over open fires and on some smal l one-
bumer ke rosene p ressure s toves .

Chagga , Osh iuambo, Zu lu , Swaz i , Ga l ia ,
Sesuto, Sesotho, Cishona, Tikar, Gbande,
M a l a g a s y, B a y a , L o m a , P a r e , A m h a r i c ,
W a U a m o , K i b e n a , a s w e l l a s E n g l i s h ,
German, Danish, Norwegian, Finnish,
Swed i sh , F rench and o the rs .

A t the fi rs t a f te rnoon open-a i r sess ion
of the conference. His Excellency Sir Ed¬
w a r d Tw i n i n g , G o v e r n o r o f Ta n g a n y i k a ,
greeted the part ic ipants of the cont inent¬
w ide con fe rence . Dr. F redr i k A . Sch io tz ,
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h a n d c h a i r m a n o f t h e L u t h e r a n
W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n ’ s C o m m i s s i o n o n W o r l d

Missions, presided at this session.
Dr. Car l E . Lund-Quis t , execut ive sec¬

re ta ry o f the Lu theran Wor ld Federa t ion ;
Dr. F i ' ank l i n C la rk F ry, p res iden t o f t he
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a a n d
c h a i r m a n o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f
t he Wor ld Counc i l o f Chu rches ; and the
R e v . D a n i e l F r i b e r g , c h a i r m a n o f t h e
F e d e r a t i o n o f L u t h e r a n C h u r c h e s i n Ta n ¬

g a n y i k a , w e r e a m o n g t h o s e c o n v e y i n g
greetings to the conference at the after¬
n o o n s e s s i o n .

Also aspeaker at this session, was
Thomas Marealle II, Paramount Chief of
the Chagga tribe, whose tribal lands at
the foot o f Mount K i l imanjaro, near Mar-
angu, represent one of the largest Lu¬
t h e r a n m i s s i o n a r e a s i n A f r i c a .

On the evening of the opening day. Dr.
F r i d t j o v B i r k e U , d i r e c t o r o f t h e L W F
Depar tment o f Wor ld Miss ions, imder the
auspices of which the conference has been
called, delivered the first in aseries of
Bible study lectures.

The s i te of the conference is the Mar-
angu Teacher Training Center, aLutheran
school located at an alt itude of 4,500 feet
on the s lopes o f K i l iman ja ro .

The delegates and guests from Ethiopia,
Sou th A f r i ca , Sou the rn Rhodes ia , Mada¬
gascar, French Cameroon, Niger ia, Kenya,
Tanganyika, Southwest Africa, Liberia,
Swi tzer land, Sweden, Great Br i ta in , Ger¬
many and the United States, wi l l be
h o u s e d i n d o r m i t o r i e s o f t h e Te a c h e r

5 , 0 0 0 P R E S E N T A S A L L - A F R I C A
L U T H E R A N C O N F E R E N C E O P E N S

M a r a n g u , Ta n g a n y i k a , E a s t A f r i c a —
(NLC)—^More than 5,000 people attended
the opening day festival of the AU-Africa
L u t h e r a n C o n f e r e n c e h e r e o n S u n d a y,
N o v e m b e r 1 3 .

The conference, which will last through
N o v e m b e r 2 2 , i s t h e fi r s t A f r i c a - w i d e
gathering of any kind in history. Offici¬
ally representing the nearly one million
Lutherans of the continent and the Danish,
Finnish, Icelandic, German, Norwegian,
S w e d i s h a n d A m e r i c a n m i s s i o n a r i e s s e r v ¬
ing the Africans are 150 delegates from
nine Af r ican count r ies as wel l as Europe
a n d A m e r i c a .

On the opening day prominent leaders
of wor ld-Lutheranism as wel l as ind igen¬
ous African leaders of the young churches
w e r e h e a r d a t t h r e e g r e a t r a l l i e s .

Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Ger¬
many, president of the Lutheran World
Federation, preached at the Sunday morn¬
ing worship service, led by the Rev.
Stefano Moshi o f the Tangany ika Luther¬
a n C h u r c h . T h e R e v. M a t t h i a s E . M a k -
gato of the South African Lutheran
Church conducted the dismissal.

The liturgy at this first AU-Africa wor¬
ship service was conducted in the native
Chagga tongue of Mr. Moshi and the
participating Marangu church and school
c h o i r s .

Throughout the conference, four lan¬
guages wUl be used officially, namely
English, Swahil i, French and German,
into all of which every speech wUl be
translated simultaneously using equipment
loaned by the International Business Ma¬
chines, Inc. The translations are done by
asta ff o f in terpre ters headed by the
R e v . P . D . F u e t e r , a S w i s s f r o m t h e
Morav ian M iss ion in Tangany ika .

The actual mother tongues of the dele¬
gates at this conference include Bacama,
Afr ikaans, Nama, Schambala, Sepedi,

F I N N I S H W O M A N S T I R S U P R O A R
O V E R O R D I N A T I O N T O M I N I S T R Y

Helsinki, Finland—(NLC)—^Press and
pubUc in Lutheran Finland were stirred
b y t h e u n s u c c e s s f u l a t t e m p t o f a w o m a n
teacher to force her appl icat ion for ord i¬
n a t i o n t o t h e m i n i s t r y o f t h e C h i n c h o f
F i n l a n d .

Accord ing to “K i rkon Tiedo i tuspa lve lu ,
t h e C h u r c h ’ s n e w s b u U e t i n , t h e d a i l y
newspapers o f F in land gave “sensa t iona l
attent ion” to the request for ordinat ion by
M i s s l i i s a P a i v i k k i R i i p p a , a t h e o l o g i c a l
g r a d u a t e o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f H e l s i n k i ,
who teaches gymnastics and art as well
as religion at Paltamo High School in
E a s t e r n F i n l a n d .

Miss Riippa asked the Church’s Chap¬
t e r o f K u o p i o t o b e o r d a i n e d i n t o t h e
ministry, but was told that “there is no
m i n i s t i y b y w o m e n i n t h e C h u r c h o f
F i n l a n d . ”

Thereupon, Miss R i ippa d isp layed what
K i r k o n T i e d o i t u s i i a l v e l u ” t e r m e d

odd behavior” in that she tr ied to “disturb
t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e C h a p t e r a n d g a v e
offensive statements to the press.

I n a n o f fi c i a l s t a t e m e n t , t h e c h a p t e r
r e f u s e d M i s s R i i p p a ’ s r e q u e s t o n t h e
grounds that achange in the rules con¬
cerning afemale ministry would have to
b e c o n s i d e r e d b y t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y
o f the Ch inch s ince no separa te chapter
c o u l d d e a l w i t h s u c h a “ c o m p l i c a t e d
theological and administrative problem.

However, it added that “a female min¬
istry is in contradiction to the practice of
t h e C h u r c h a n d t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t ,
so the chapter “has no other course than
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The Danebod Harp
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 11 )

N o w a t t h e O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e , D e s
Moines, Iowa, numerous Danebod students
and Danebod citizens wiU surely wish
her ahappy sunset of life. Asetting
sun in harvest surrounded by clouds, can
be abeautiful picture painted by nature.
So, too, can memories of kind friends
brighten the sunset of life in hours of
meditation, when the thoughts review the
past. In the many echoes from the yeai’s
at Danebod there will vibrate the senti¬
ment : “Thou Good and Fa i th fu l Servant .

So in the hearts of the many Danebod
friends, who have been attuned to “The
Danebod Harp,” may there be words of
appreciation whispering to you in your
hours of meditation: 

As Your future -yeai’s roll by,
May life’s sunset glow with gold
Of Fi-iendships kind and true—
Whenever you grow old.

(dlfriatmaa Simp4 4

Sf

Dear Christ, how lonely Thou must be at Christmastime,
Watching the shoppers on the crowded street;

So few there are who can one moment find,
In which to lay some treasure at Thy feet I

And yet Ithink that, like some selfless mother.
Finding her pleasure in her children’s glee.

Thou dost smile down upon our childish doings.
Still yearning that our hearts might turn to Thee.

Opatient Christ, Thy love shall yet enthrone us
Up from the lower things of sense and time;

Dear patient Christ, Thy leading yet shall woo us
Unto Thyself and to the life sublime!

w

I f

(Author Unknown)a



I

Page 16 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S December 5, 1955
r e a c h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s b e f o r e t h e e n d
o f t h i s y e a r.

So far Lutheran Refugee Service has
received atotal of 2,914 new neighbors
during 1955, including 2,491 immigrants
under the United States Refugee Relief
Act and 460 who came imder other immi¬
gra t ion schemes. Dr. Cox s ta ted .

to leave Miss Riippa’s application without
f u r t h e r t r e a t m e n t . ”

After the Kuopio Chapter had published
i t s r u l i n g . B i s h o p E i n o S o r m u n e n o f
K u o p i o p a i d t r i b u t e , i n a r a d i o a d d r e s s ,
t o t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s w o m e n h a v e m a d e
to church work but repeated that Church
law in F in land does not permi t the ord i¬
nat ion of women. .

Unfortunately,” he said, the applica¬
tion made to the Chapter of Kuopio by
awoman theologian can hardly promote
a f a i r a n d d i s p a s s i o n a t e s e t t l e m e n t o f
t h i s l a rge p rob lem.

“Kirkon Tiedoituspalvdu” pointed out
t h a t w o m e n h a v e s t u d i e d t h e o l o g y a n d
received degrees in theology from the
University of Helsinki since 1920, and
t h a t c u r r e n t l y a b o u t o n e - t h i r d o f a l l
■ t h e o l o g i c a l s t u d e n t s a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y
a r e w o m e n .

facts of Chr is t ’s Vi rg in b i r th and physica l
r e s u r r e c t i o n , a s w e l l a s r e p u d i a t i o n o f
C h r i s t ’ s t r u e p r e s e n c e i n H o l y C o m ¬
m u n i o n .

Afterwards, Dr. Paul E. Bishop, presi¬
dent of the Northwest Synod, said he
would foUaw the board ’s recommendat ion
t o s u s p e n d M r . W r i g l e y f r o m t h e m i n ¬
i s t r y.

On the advice of his church council,
M r . W r i g l e y r e f u s e d t o a t t e n d t h e t r i a l
a n d i n d i c a t e d t h a t e v e n i f h e w a s r e a d
out o f the synod he could not be forced
out as pastor of Gethsemane church.

A f t e r i t s v o t e t o “ r e j e c t ” t h e t r i a l
b o a r d ’ s fi n d i n g s , t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l s o
voted to petition the Northwest Synod
t o s u b m i t t h e e n t i r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d
t r i a l o f M r . W r i g l e y t o t h e e x e c u t i v e
b o a r d o f t h e U L C A , a n d t o w i t h h o l d a l l
f u r t h e r a c t i o n o f i t s o w n u n t i l t h e U L C A
e x e c u t i v e b o a r d m a d e s o m e r e c o m m e n ¬
d a t i o n .

T h e v 6 t e o n t h i s a c t i o n w a s r e p o r t e d
203 to 2, according to local press repoiis.

T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l s o u n a n i m o u s l y
au thor ized i t s o fficers to negot ia te a loan
of $48,000 to pay off outstanding indebt¬
edness of the church, as “a precautionary
m e a s u r e i n c a s e t h e U L C A ’ s B o a r d o f
A m e r i c a n M i s s i o n s s h o u l d c a l l i t s l o a n

t o t h e s e v e n - y e a r - o l d m i s s i o n c h u r c h .

C O N G R E G A T I O N R E F U S E S

R E S I G N AT I O N O F G E R B E R D I N G
I N H E R S Y T R I A L S

Mi lwaukee, Wis . —(NLC) —Anoted
P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n ’s s u p p o r t o f t h r e e
y o u n g L u t h e r a n c l e r g y m e n a c c u s e d o f
heresy was c i ted as the congregat ion o f
H o l y C r o s s L u t h e r a n c h u r c h a t M e n o m ¬
onee Fal ls , Wis . , re jected the res ignat ion
of its pastor, the Rev. John Gerberding.

The action came on asecret baRot, by
a v o t e o f 5 5 t o 4 0 , a f t e r D r . R e i n h o l d
Niebuhr of Union Theological Seminary
i n N e w Yo r k w a s q u o t e d a s s a y i n g t h a t
Mr. Gerberding and two other Milwaukee
area pastors charged with deviating from
L u t h e r a n d o c t r i n e a r e “ n o t h e r e t i c a l a t
all but in conformity with the main body
o f C h r i s t i a n c o n v i c t i o n i n t h e C h u r c h .

Mr. Gerbe rd ing , 33 , was acqu i t t ed re¬
cently on charges of heresy by an in¬
v e s t i g a t i n g c o m m i t t e e o f t h e N o r t h w e s t
S3mod o f the Un i ted Lu theran Church in
A m e r i c a .

Dr. Niebuhr’s views were reported by
M r s . S t u a r t E . H o y t , a m e m b e r o f t h e
congregation, who said she had written
the theologian asking him to come to
the aid of the accused pastors.

M r s . H o y t s a i d s h e r e c e i v e d t h e f o l ¬
low ing rep ly f rom Dr. N iebuhr :

“I will consult with some of my col¬
l e a g u e s b e c a u s e I t h i n k t h a t C h r i s t i a n
leaders should definitely support these
y o u n g m e n , w h o s e t e a c h i n g s a r e n o t
h e r e t i c a l a t a l l b u t i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h
t h e m a i n b o d y o f C h r i s t i a n c o n v i c t i o n
i n t h e C h u r c h . I t w o u l d b e a s h a m e t o
h a v e p e o p l e e x c o m m u n i c a t e d w h o h o l d
behefs very s imi lar to some of the lead¬
i n g fi g u r e s i n C h r i s t e n d o m .

»

C O N G R E G A T I O N T O K E E P P A S T O R

W R I G L E Y, F O U N D G U I L T Y
O F H E R E S Y |

Brookfield, Wis.—(NLC)—Gethsemane
Lutheran Church wants to keep the Rev.
Victor K. Wrigley as its pastor despite
h i s c o n v i c t i o n o n c h a r g e s o f d o c t r i n a l
d e v i a t i o n a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t h a t h e b e
suspended from the ministry in the North¬
w e s t S y n o d o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a .

T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n v o t e d 1 9 7 t o 1 8 t o
d is regard the November 10 find ings o f a
Synod trial board and to ask Mr. Wrigley
to continue as pastor.

The trial board found the 33-year-old
clergyman guilty on five of six counts
of heresy, including repudiation of the
true exposi t ion of Scr ipture, denial of the
a u t h o r i t y o f t h e B i b l e a n d t h e h i s t o r i c a l

t f

8 0 0 L U T H E R A N R E F U G E E S

E X P E C T E D B E F O R E E N D O F Y E A R

New York—(NLC)—A s t^ped-up is¬
s u a n c e o f v i s a s i m d e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s

R e f u g e e R e l i e f A c t w i l l r e s u l t i n a n i n ¬
creasing flow of newcomers to th is coun¬
try dui-ing the last two months of the
year, it was annoimced here by the Inter¬
g o v e r n m e n t a l C o m m i t t e e f o r E u r o p e a n
M i g r a t i o n .

The committee, which is responsible for
the chartering of planes and boats for the
re fugee immigrants , sa id i t has char tered
n i n e t e e n i n s t e a d o f t h e u s u a l t w e l v e a i r -
fl i g h t s f o r t h e m o n t h o f N o v e m b e r, a n d
t h a t t h e U S N S G e n e r a l W fi l i a m L a n g fi t t ,
i m d e r c h a r t e r t o I C E M , w i U m a k e e i g h t
instead of the previously scheduled seven
r u n s b e t w e e n B r e m e n a n d N e w Y o r k
before the year ’s end.

On the aiiflights, the ICEM expects to
b r i n g m o r e t h a n 1 , 2 0 0 m i g r a n t s t o t h e
Uni ted Sta tes dur ing November. The
USNS Langfitt carries about 1,200 immi-

I grants on each trip.
"h.* According to Dr. Cordelia Cox, director
5^' of Lutheran Refugee Service, Lutheran-
oi s p o n s o r e d i m m i g r a n t s a r e e x p e c t e d o n

g.9 B«iitoe of the nineteen auflights planned for
●afl November, and anumber of Lutheran-

sponsored immigrants will be brought in
every time the USNS Langfitt arrives in
N e w Y o r k .

Although passenger lists of the coming
fl i g h t s a n d b o a t - t r i p s a r e n o t m a d e u p
yet. Dr. Cox estimated that at least some
800 Lutheran-sponsored immigrants wiU
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s dM C h T h e n e w e d i t i o n o f t h e D a n i s h l a n ¬
g u a g e a n n u a l D A N S K O T T A A R 1 9 5 6
i s n o w a v a i l a b l e . D r . P a u l N y h o l m ,
E d i t o r, h a s a r r a n g e d t h a t i t b e s o l d
t h r o u g h t h e G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e
B o o k s t o r e , D e s M o i n e s , I o w a . T h e
i s s u e c o n t a i n s a r t i c l e s o f u n u s u a l i n ¬
t e r e s t b y m e n k n o w n a m o n g u s :
F a r t s r u p , M o r t e n s e n , K n u d s e n , B a y,
B a n g , e t c . , p l u s i n t e r v i e w s w i t h L i s
Ha i - te l and Vic to r Borge and ab i r th¬
day calendar for pastors of our synod.
Most ly in Danish there are also con¬
t r i b u t i o n s i n E n g l i s h . O r d e r s o o n ,
s ince i t i s im l i ke l y t ha t rep r i n t s wU l
b e m a d e .
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