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God give to us the simple faith
That l i t t le ch i ldren know,

T h e f a i t h t o l o o k f o r m i r a c l e s

Upon this earth below.
Give us the faith to recognize

The goodness in each heart;
Give us the faith to build again

When hopes are torn apart.

God give to us the simple faith
T h a t l i t t l e c h i l d r e n fi n d —

The faith to hope, the faith to see
T h a t c l o u d s a r e s i l v e r - l i n e d .

Give us the faith to dream bright dreams
Upon the darkest day;

And most of all, give us the faith
To clasp our hands, and pray.

For if we pray as children do.
We who have journeyed far

May find the warm reflection of
Aglowing, sp lendid s tar.

And if we wear this simple faith
Wrapped like acloak around us.

We will be blessed as children are.
And feel that peace has found us.

/
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"When the day o f Pen tecos t had come . . .
" A n d s u d d e n l y a s o u n d c a m e f r o m h e a v e n . . .

"They were fi l led wi th the Holy Spir i t . . . '
"They began to speak, as the Spirit gave them

utterance .. — A c t s 2 : 1 - 4

P E N T E C O S T
Holger Straiidskov

w we avoid offering the invitation to the Holy Spirit and
observing Pentecost with all its spiritual impact.

I t h a s b e e n s a i d t h a t P e n t e c o s t i s “ t h e u n d i s c o v e r e d

country of Christianity,” and consequently many who
can join in the Christmas and Easter rejoicing, find it
far more difficult to be ready for the proclamation of
the Pentecost message.

E A R E A B O U T t o o b s e r v e o u r P e n t e c o s t f e s ¬
tival. We shall again join in the singing of'
our great Pentecost h5nnns, “The Sun Now

Shines in all its Splendor,” “Holy Spirit, Come with
Light,” etc. It has been pointed out that the great
Danish hymn writer, N. F. S. Grundtvig, has written
more hymns about the Holy Spirit than about any other
theme, and that these hymns are among his best.

In the early Christian church Pentecost was un¬
doubtedly the greatest of the church festivals. In the
course of time Christians have gradually permitted the
Chr is tmas and Easter ' fest iva ls to overshadow the obser¬
vance of Pentecost. It may not be too difficult to find
the answer to this tendency, and many Christian writers
have pondered on this subject. The well known Bible
scholar and Missionary, E. Stanley Jones in, his book,
“The Christ of Every Road,” asks the question: “Did we
find i t eas ie r t o ce leb ra te Chr i s t ’s b i r t h t han i t was to
be bom again? Was it easier to commemorate His
coming into the world than it was for us to. go with His
message into the world? Did it cost less to give gifts
at Christmas than to give ourselves at Pentecost? CKrist-
m a s i s t h e f e s t i v a l o f G o d w i t h u s . P e n t e c o s t i s t h e
fes t iva l o f God in us . Is He more w i th us than in us?”

That there has been and still is atendency to shy
away from the observance of Pentecost is evident in the
fact that many church groups do not even mention Pente¬
c o s t i n t h e i r c h u r c h c a l e n d a r . A n d e v e n i n o u r o w n
groups where we have had aspecial help in our great
Pentecost hymns, is it not true that our churches will
be fiUed to capacity at our Christmas and Easter services,
whereas Pentecost for many of our people will come
and go, unnoticed by the average church-goer, except
for the emphasis the pastor will make on this phase
of our Christian faith on this particular Sunday.

The story of Christmas appeals to everyone, even
the children, beautiful in all its simplicity. And with
the story of the gift of life from abeve, Ve share in the
giving of gifts to one another. ●— The
story of Easter, coming at the time
of year when nature reveals the resur¬
rection of new life, seems to be sub¬
stantiated for many in this manner.
With our new Easter garments and
with the evidence of spring in the air
all about us, it seems comparatively
easy to observe the Easter festival.

Bu t t he fes t i va l conce rn ing the
Spirit is more difficult. This becomes
a p e r s o n a l m a t t e r, “ S t r e n g t h e n o u r
faith, and with zeal Pentecostal fill our
faint souls, and Thy blessings impart!”
Could it be, that in our mad rush and
tempo of life we may fear that to sub¬
mit ourselves to this might take too
much of our time and effort, and so

"They Were Fi l led With the Holy Spir i t"

“And suddenly asound came from heaven like the
rush of amighty wind!” Personally, Ihad hoped that
the new Revised Standard Version of the Bible might
have had anew translation for this particular passage.
Iam not well enough versed in the original language
in which the New Testament is written to say if abetter
translat ion could be expected. But anew translat ion
o f t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t c a m e o u t i n D e n m a r k i n 1 9 2 6
by S. Konstantin Hansen, where he brings the following
translation of Acts 2,2: “en Lyd fra Himlen, som af et
dybt Aandedrag.” (a sound from heaven as that of a
deep breath.) —To me this is asoul-inspiring interpre¬
tation of the Pentecost experience.

In the story of Creation we read: “And God formed
man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nos¬
t r i l s t h e b r e a t h o f l i f e and man became aliving soul.”
So, on the day of Pentecost, when man was to be re¬
deemed anew into afull fellowship with his God and
Maker, God again came so close to man that man heard
asound from heaven as that of^a deep breath. Pente¬
cost was not the “sound of arushing wind” in the sense
of some disturbing element unknown to man. But as
amother bends down with all her love to quiet her
crying chi ld, and the moment the l i t t le infant feels
mother’s breath on its,check, it feels assured of peace
and security, so God on the day of Pentecost spiritually
speaking bent down and came so close to man that he
heard and felt the breath of life from God.
connection it is interesting to note that in the story given

us of Jesus appearing to the disciples
on that first Easter day evening, that
the Gospel writer, John, reports: “And
when He had said this. He breathed
on them, and said to them, ‘Receive
the Holy Spirit’.”

I n t h i s

"And They Began to Speak —
As the Spirit —"

God was now aliving fact of ex-
perie.nce to the disciples. The greatest
hour of human history had dawned.
God was available to all human need.
And as the Apostle Peter and the other '
apostles witnessed about Jesus as the
Christ they had learned to know, they
told the story to the multitude that
gathered about them. The new Jeru-

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 3 )
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Operation Joyful Labor
H . T. M a s t e r

of the Bethel Institute, Augustdorfers were selected and
brought to Bethel to inspect such awork theraphy pro¬
gram. The idea was slow in taking hold. Many of the
refugees hadn’t worked in ten years. They were resent¬
ful and suspicious of Germans wanting to help them.
There were other problems: What kind of work can a
man perform who is 90 per cent disabled or awoman
who is blind? Special jobs had tO' be found. Many of
the refugees could work only afew hours at atime.
Most of them were slow and disinterested after years
of id leness. The camp popula t ion was combed for
master artisans to direct the work shops which were
to be set up. Local firms were contacted for help. Stores
were visited and asked to carry items which the refugees
w e r e t o m a k e .

Herr Gebauer started the operation with acontr i¬
bution of $1,200 from the Lutheran World Federation
and the World Council of Churches. Another $1,200 was
contributed by the German government. The Land
Church of Westphalia and Bethel contributed atotal
of about $2,500. This was agood start, but Herr Gebauer
knew that to be successful his operation had to pay for
itself in afew months. Aformer businessman and banker,
Herr Gebauer spent his money cautiously.

Asewing room was one of the first shops to be set
up. With acontribution of old clothes, women refugees
were put to work mending the old clothes and putting
them up for sale in the camp commissary. Men’s shirts
s o l d f o r 1 0 c e n t s a s h i r t . C l o t h e s w h i c h c o u l d n ’ t b e
mended were made into bath mats, rugs and avariety
of new items. In rapid succession, new projects were
organized: atailor shop, aweavers shop, ashoemakers
shop, awatchmakers, acarpentry shop, apots and pans
repair shop, atoymakers shop, abasket-makers shop.
Each of these projects was managed by amaster artisan
with years of experience, selected from the camp popula¬
tion. Refugees who volunteered for work were placed
in the various shops according to their aptitude. To
encourage volunteers, the refugees received about 10
cents an hour wages. The project managers had not
only to train their new apprentices but maintain ahigh
standard workmanship.

O l d c r a f t s w h i c h h a d b e c o m e d o r m a n t f r o m d i s u s e
sprung to new life. Aleather craft shop cured leather
according to an old Baltic formula and made wallets,
belts, book-covers and folders with exquisite, centuries-
old Baltic designs. The leather had been donated by a
local shoe factory who began saving their scraps for the
Augustdorfers. The weavers shop made rugs, wall drap¬
eries and skirts and sweaters in colorful Estonian patterns.
The products were new for the German market and
many stores in the neighborhood carried them.

Still many refugees in the camp volunteered for work
who had little aptitude at handicrafts. Others could
work only afew hours at atime. The stamp project
was set up largely for this group. Voluntary agencies
and institutions and organizations in Germany and in

( E d i t o i - ’ s N o t e :
L u t h e r a n W o r l d S e r v i c e S t a f f M e m b e r i n

G e r m a n y . )

M r . M a s t e r i s a f o r m e r

HE OLD Displaced Persons camps which once
dotted the German countryside have disappeared

almost completely, but there are still Displaced
Persons, known as “the hard-hard core” of refugees, who
have been rejected by one resettlement country after
another because they are too old, or too handicapped,
or too ill to be welcomed by any country.

In the former Bri t ish Zone of Germany, now the
northern part of West Germany, these hardest of the
hard core were shifted from one Displaced Persons camp
to another until finally, as camp after camp closed, they
were pooled together at Augustdorf, acamp located in
the desolated brown sand dunes of Southern Westphalia.

Refugees used to say that the roads leading to August¬
dorf were all one way streets. Camp Augustdorf was
the last stop on along road of hope, disappointment, new
hope and fresh disappointment, and by 1954, 1,800 per¬
sons lived in Augustdorf.

The largest number —over 400
cases. Other were amputees, the very old and infirm,
the blind, widows with minor children. Many were so
called “doubles,” e. g., aleg amputee with alung con¬
d i t i o n .

were post TB

Morale at the camp was low. These refugees had
all seen their neighbors, often members of their own
family resettle overseas or find new homes on the Ger¬
man economy. They themselves were the left-overs,
the rejected, the dregs.of countless resettlement schemes,
t h e u n w a n t e d .

Many gradually resigned themselves to the fact that
they were lifetime charges of the German government
and tried somehow to subsist on their small monthly
doles in their new home in the Westphalia Senne. Many
were resentful of persons on the outside. Inside the
camp, the sixteen nationality groups often feuded with
e a c h o t h e r .

But about 15 miles from Augustdorf is Bethel-Biele-
feld, site of Germany’s famed “Colony of Mercy,” the
Bethel Inner Mission Institute, internationally famed for
its therapeutic treatment for the rehabilitation of the
handicapped. The Evangelical institute has served nu¬
merous epileptics, mental cases, physically handicapped
and other unfortunates seeking away back to normal
l i f e .

The Bethel Institute took an interest in the August¬
dorf Displaced Persons camp and decided that what the
Augustdorfers needed more than anything else was work
to give them new interest in life, make them feel they
still had apurpose and afunction in society, and to
.supplement their small state grants.

Largely through the efforts of Herr Wilhelm Gebauer
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tionality. They converse in DP German —asort of
teutonic pidgin English.

Herr Gebauer has many plans for the future: He’d
like to build acommunity house where movies can be
shown and lectures given. Alaundry is also in the
planning stage. He’d like to set up asmall farm too —
“A few chicken, some pigs and an acre or two of vege¬
t a b l e s ,

from rural areas. Tliey don’t take easily to the crafts
and they’d like to perform some useful work too. Afew
of these former farmers have gone ahead and built little
vegetable gardens on their own. The camp administra¬
tion isn’t interfering. For the first time in many years,
Augustdorf is abeehive, of activity.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 4

foreign countries were contacted for contributions of old
stamps and asked to save the stamps they received on
their regular correspondence. As contributions came in,
refugees were put to work washing the stamps, sorting
them and making them into small stamp packets. The
stamp packets were placed in stores in Bielefeld and
Detmold and sold quickly.

The stamp project is managed by aformer police
officer from Hungary who has been astamp collector
most of his life. Augustdorf now received regular con¬
tributions of used stamps from most European countries.
They would like to get contributions from overseas coun¬
tries as well. You can help the stamp project by saving
the stamps you receive on your letters and sending them
to The Stamp Project, Frohes Schaffen, Camp August¬
dorf, Kreis Detmold, Germany. Even the most common
stamps are avaluable contribution to the project.

Another recent project which has met with success
is the toy shop. Most of the refugees forking in this
project are located in the camp TB hospital. They can
work only afew hours aday and must sit while they
work. They make mechanical toys and paint faces on
dolls made by other refugees.

Operation Frohes Schaffen —Joyful Labor —is now
almost two years old. It employs 70
persons at present. Another 20 work
in their homes or in the hospital. Per¬
sons who ayear ago were drifting in
id l eness have l ea rned c ra f t s and de¬
veloped skills which have amazed even
t h e m s e l v e s .

Not all the refugees in Augustdorf
will someday be able to leave the camp,
but for those who do, Frohes Schaffen
has given many ameans of earning a
l i v e l i h o o d . I t h a s d o n e m u c h m o r e
than this. It has given the whole camp
population anew interest in life. Even persons not work¬
ing in any of the projects have been inspired to activity.
Two refugees have begun painting pictures in oil. A
Ukrainian singing group has been organized which has
recently toured northern Germany giving performances.

An exhibition was presented recently to which the
public was invited. The local papers were lavish in their
praise of the art and craftmanship on display at the
e x h i b i t i o n .

In recent months, Frohes Schaffen has had many
prominent visitors including the U. N. High Commis¬
sioner for Germany, representatives of the U. S. Depart¬
ment of Health in Washington as well as many German
government officials. The operation isn’t agrand success
yet. Some of the projects are still operating at adeficit.
Others can’t employ all the refugees who would like to
work. Some of the projects are seasonal in nature and
have slack periods in summer or winter.

However, Herr Gebauer is hopeful that even these
obstacles will be overcome in the next year of Frohes
Schaffen. And as one of the local papers points out, if
the program succeeds in nothing else, it will have built
apermanent bridge between the camp population and
the Germans in the neighborhood, both of whom were
suspicious and resentful of each other. It has also built
bridges between the 16 nationalitie.s in the camp who
have lived side by side with almost no contact. One of
the shops employs nine persons each of adifferent na-

Alarge portion of the camp population come

Special Stamp Issue Marks Icelandic
Church Jubi lee

Reikjavik, Iceland—(NLC)—A new series of Icelandic
stamps, commemorating the 900th anniversary of the
ordination of the first Icelandic bishop, was issued by
the post office here.

Tlie 0.75, 1.25 and 1.75 kr. stamps will be sold with
asurcharge the proceeds of which will be given to a

f u n d f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f a m e m o r i a l
church in Skalholt, Iceland’s old epis¬
copal residence and cultural center,
t h e C h u r c h N e w s f r o m t h e N o r t h e r n
Countries reported.

The stamps depict the old Skalholt
Cathedral, which was raded long ago,
and two old-time bishops of Iceland.

Officially the Icelandic church an-
nivgj’sary will be celebrated next sum¬
mer, beginning July 1.

C U R R E N T R E P O R T
A s s u r a n c e s l a s t w e e k _ _ 1 2 4
A r r i v a l s l a s t w e e k
To t a l a s s u r a n c e s —
Total arrivals

(Lutheran Refugee Service)

4 8
8 7 9 3
5 5 0 8

Mormons Not Recognized as Free
Church in Norway

Oslo, Norway,—(NLC)—Norwegian authorities have
refused to recognize the Mormon congregation of Oslo
as afree church entitled to perform marriages and keep
church registers, the Church News from the Northern
Countries reported.

The government’s opinion that the Mormons do not
constitute afree church under Norway’s Dissenter Act,
regulating the activities of free churches, was based on
a1954 finding by the Bishops’ Assembly of the (Lu¬
theran) State Church proclaiming that the Morman
church^ “could not be considered aChristian body.”

The Mormons’ right freely to practice their religion
in Norway was in no way affected by the decision, the
C h u r c h N e w s s a i d .
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it is reserved for their use only. We can reasonably ex¬
pect ahigh order of scholarly work to be done.

The biology department interested me particularly for
several reasons. It is the newest department, the num¬
ber of students taking biology courses is large, the biology
curriculum is impressive, the quality of student perfor¬
mance is high, and all the courses are taught by one man.
The laboratory is situated in awooden war-surplus struc¬
ture located behind the gymnasium, and is certainly not
distinctive in its appointments. Nonetheless, Prof. Jessen
has succeeded in making the subject of biology amajor
part of the science curriculum of the college. It is in¬
teresting to speculate upon what could be accomplished
if our science faculty and students could have the labora¬
tories and equipment which they seriously require; and
Ibelieve that the biggest smgle need of the college at

present is ascience building. In Grand
View College we have now an institution
of which we can be justly proud. It has
developed from very humble beginnings
to an institution of learning which em¬
bodies aunique combination of achurch
controlled and endowed small college with
u p - t o - d a t e p r o g r a m s i n l i b e r a l a r t s ,
science, vocat ional and advanced studies,
taught by avigorous and dedicated fac¬
ulty in an atmosphere for achieving in¬
tel lectual and social matur i ty. I ts re¬
s o u r c e s a r e n o w s u c h a s t o e n a b l e a
student to choose acourse of study which
can develop his particular capabil it ies.
The development of character as abal¬
anced blending of knowledge, integrity

and Christian faith have always been its objective. I
believe it is achieving this goal now to agreat degree
than ever before, and that the future of the college under
its present leadership is very bright.

D r . J e n s e n i s o n t h e s i a f f o f N e w Y o r k M e d i c a l

College, New York City.

May 20, 1956

Our Own
D r. A r t h u r V. J e n s e n

In the second week in April Ilost something precious
in Des Moines. It was my jealously preserved venera¬
tion for the Grand View College of thirty-two years ago
when Iwas astudent there, and which was then ob¬
viously in its golden age. Any alumnus wiU explain
to you in great detail if given half achance that when
he attended his Alma Mater those were the incomparable
good old days. The students were livelier, the faculty
was sterner, the winters were 'colder, and we had to
take gymnasiik.

It is different now; things have changed to something
which is plainly not according to the old
standard; they do not even sing in Danish
anymore. In fact, the tone of the place
has changed from amainly inspirational
emphasis to include academic attainment,
and the standard is one of scholarly per¬
f o r m a n c e . A n d n o w i t m u s t b e a d m i t t e d

Ilike what Isee today.
Ihad the honor and privilege of giv¬

ing the address at acollege convocation.
About 300 students attended. No speaker
ever had amore courteous and mannerly
a u d i e n c e . Although the subject was
heavy, and was presented as afairly con¬
centrated exposition, no restlessness or
disinterest was discemable at any time.
My impression was distinctly of amature
and thoughtful student body, purposeful in its objective
of gaining an education broad in scope.

The tone or spirit of an organization usually reflects
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l a t t i t u d e o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . I a m
able to recognize that it applies in this case too. In my
associations with the college’s president and dean Ihave
become much impressed with their sincerity of purpose
and their deep feeling of responsibility to their students,
to their fellow faculty members, and to the synod which
supports the coUege. It is clear that they are succeeding
in their objective of developing acollege with amodern
curriculum which can measure up to other American
colleges, but they are also doing this without sacrificing
the special GVC flavor and those somewhat intangible
attributes and qualities which are clearly the basis for
the acknowledged excellence of its graduates. President
Nielsen and Dean Jorgensen can present evidence to
demonstrate that recent graduates stand out in leader¬
ship, serious purpose and dependability.

Idid not have' opportunity to visit all the departments
of the college, but did inspect the new seminary facilities;
and also, on special invitation, the biology department.
Any member of the synod can now be proud of the new>
seminary; the money provided was indeed well invested.
The new facilities ai’e modest in size, but excellent in
quality and arrangement. Tire classrooms and library

'form one unit of space on the second floor, and it is ob¬
vious that thoughtfulness and care is represented in the
planning. The library is an example of this. It provides
not only the books, but also serves as astudy room with
aprivate desk for each of the seminary students, and

A C a l l t o S e r v i c e

Alarge percentage of the congregations have now
appointed achairman for the local Faith and Life Ad¬
vance Committee. We urge all who have not done so
to do so as soon as possible. Committees should be ap¬
pointed now and begin to meet and to prepare for the
A d v a n c e .

Have you been asked to serve? If you have, we hope
you responded joyfully and with adesire to serve. If
you havn’t been asked as yet
pastor or your chairman. They will be happy to have
you. This is another opportunity to serve in the Lord’s
vineyard. The first work of the committee wil l be to
study and meditate on the “Why of Christian Giving;
and the larger meaning of Christian Stewardship, Join
v/ith them in this study and aid in the expanded work
of our church. You will become aparticipant in an
adventure in faith and one which we hope will be an
experience of vital spiritual significance to you and to
all who participate. The prayer, devotion, faith and
work which you contribute to this effort will be blessed
within your own congregation and throughout the synod.

The objectives of Faith and Life Advance are to
( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )

volunteer; see your

> >
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were encouraged to clear 100 acres of jungle lands, build
their own huts and irrigate the cleared land. They then
set about planting fruit trees and other crops. They
soon discovered that they could raise three crops per
year on that fruitful land. Some were taught weaving,

The annual meeting of the Santal Mission was held carpentry, etc. Every member of the colony worked,
in Pontoppidan Lutheran Church, Fargo, North Dakota, Some were taught to read and write in the schools of

the villages. Soon the literate of the villages began to
teach others and acorps of Bible women went about
fi'om place to place to teach and read from the “Precious

The American Board had its first meeting on Friday Book,
at 4p. m., with Rev. Edwin Hansen and the undersigned
i n a t t e n d a n c e . R e v . C . A . S t u b w a s n o t a b l e t o b e

present because of confirmation services which were held
in his church on April 29. Miss Dagmar Miller was
also with us for the entire meeting, but not in the ca¬
pacity of at)oard member.

Mission Meeting
A . F r a n c e s N i e l s e n

April 27-29. The congregation is amember of the ELC
and Rev. Donald Ronning is its pastor.

In about twenty years’ time, 6,000 lepers were
cured and brought the Gospel back to the villages that
had pushed them out. What aChristian testimony!

Saturday afternoon brought us amission forum with
Rev. B. Helland as moderator. Indian students, Anil
Jha, Dr. Paul Murmu and Gora Tudu took part, and
R e v. E d w i n H a n s e n b e c a m e t h e fi f t h m e m b e r . T h e r e
was much of lasting value that was brought forth. Let
us summarize the forum by saying that when Anil Jha

,,, ,, ^ j T T i - T r e t u r n s t o I n d i a t h i s f a l l h e w a n t s t o r e t u r n t o h i s t e a c h -
well planned informative addresses, sermonS and Bible ̂ ^ot only wUl he teach mathematics, science and
hours presented by the various speakers. We learned
much about conditions in India, the important place of
our own mission in Indian life and of the many needs
that are as yet unmet. If we were each to take hold
just abit more forcefully, there would be much more
that we could, by the grace of God, still accomplish
“ b e f o r e i t i s t o o l a t e . ”

The theme for this year’s conference was “Our Field
and Our Task.” Those of us who were fortunate enough
to attend the sessions gained much inspiration from the

languages, but he wil l teach “Christ crucified to the
teachers and students. Ihave found peace in Christ,”
says Anil. Dr. Paul is aphysician, and agood one, but
says Dr. Paul, “We need more than earthly medicine to
save us. There is life eternal in the blood of Jesus. This
shall be my witness.” And Gora Tudu, the most recent
arrival to the United States says, “It is my purpose to
live unto Christ so that my students can see the Lord
and Savior in my life and shall want to see Him in their
own.” Gora, as most of the readers of LUTHERAN
TIDINGS know, will be studying at our own seminary
for aperiod of one year. He has been given the oppor¬
tunity of ayear’s study thi'ough the generous sponsor¬
ship of the AELYF. He is afine man, mature and with
great Christian convictions. It was areal pleasure to »
meet Gora ’Tudu, and I’m sure our young people will
benefit by associating with him, as he will learn much
through his school year here in Des Moines.

●The opening service was presided over by the pastor.
Rev. Ronning with the vice president of the American
Board, Dr. O. Gorni tzka preaching the sermon. His
sermon was based on Acts 20, and he dwelt on the call¬
ing, the committment, and confidence in the power of
G o d .

The Saturday morning Bible hour was presented by
Pastor Otto Bratlie of Concordia college, Moorhead, Minn.
His thoughts centered aroimd the Holy Spirit, which he
emphasized was the Spirit of Power. Once the Christian
church is really filled with the spirit, and holds on to it,
we sha l l be God ’s w i t nesses . Th i s i s t he bas i s f o r a l l
mission work, he said.

The most recently returned missionaries. Rev. and
Mrs. R. Hofrenning told us about the work among the
Bhutanese. This is the newest of our endeavors, and
in order for them to be effective in their preaching, it
was necessary for the Hofrennings to get the Bhutanese
Tibetan language in printed form. This they have started
to do, and they have now printed song books and scrip¬
ture jpamphlets. 'Their work is done just inside the
southern border at Parkijuli. During December, Jan¬
uary and February when the Bhutanese brought down
their wares for sale in the market, the Hofrennings with
two or three evangelists would go dpwn among the
people and preach to them. These people of Bhutan
are willing and eager to listen, but must be reached by
the Gospel before the communists get to them.

Rev.V. E. Bagger told of the leper work in Saldoha.
No matter how well informed we believe ourselves to
be on that subject, there is always afresh approach
possible. The ground work done by Eli B0gh is re¬
sponsible for the great colony now located in Saldoha.
B0gh did not want to see the lepers isolated and left
to die. He wanted to settle them as wanted people. They

This little article was intended as areport on the
events which took place at the sessions of our aimual
meeting during atwo-day period. Iwas not present at
all the Sunday meetings so shall refrain from mentioning
any highlights of that day. We hope that many of our
people will be with us next year when one of our
c h u r c h e s ' w i l l a c t a s h o s t c h u r c h .

C o m m u n i s t G r a c e

On one of my last days behind the Iron Curtain,
Iwas invited to the home of aschool principal for dimier.
Before the meal began, at the moment when Christian
families say grace, the father looked toward the children
to quiet them. Tiien, with the entire room hushed, he
began to say aCommunist grace.

“At this moment, let me express our thanks to my
wife, who has prepared this fine meal, to the workers
and the farmers of the State who have brought the food
to us, and to the noble leaders of the State, who, by
their devotions have made our happiness possible ”

V i n c e n t To r t o r a .
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a n d c r e d e n t i a l s t o t h e c h a i r m a n o f o u r c o m m i t t e e i n c h a r g e
of these, Mrs. George W. Hansen, 1236 Montgomery Avenue,
Muskegon, Michigan, hy July 15.

O t h e r c o n v e n t i o n p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e u r g e d t o r e g i s t e r w i t h
the Registration and Credentials Committee by August 1st.
We wi l l guarantee to provide housing accommodations for
a l l t h e c o n v e n t i o n p e r s o n n e l , p a s t o r s a n d d e l e g a t e s b u t m a y
not be able to provide housing for all convention guests. We
shaU tiy to acconunodate as many as may come.

In order that we may make adequate preparat ions we
u r g e t h a t y o u :

1. Note careful ly the registration dates and register ,
i n t i m e ;

2. Notify us as early as possible, if for some reason
you must cancel your registration, that we do not
ho ld open hous ing fo r you wh ich may be made
a v a i l a b l e t o o t h e r s ;

3 . Not i fy us i f you want Mote l or Hote l accommo¬
dations reserved for you very early, since this is
aresort area and such may not be available unless
reserved at an early date.

Regis t ra t ion cards wi l l be sent to the pastors in due
time. We suggest that all convention guests use these. De¬
tails about travel information will be supplied later.

G e o r g e W. H a n s e n , P r e s i d e n t .
Edwin E. Hansen, Pastor.

7 9 t l i A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n
o f t h e

American Evangelical Lutheran Church
M U S K E G O N . M I C H I G A N

A U G U S T 1 4 - 1 9 . 1 9 5 6

The 79th annual convention of the American Evangelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h w i l l b e h e l d a t S a m u e l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
Houston at Eighth Street, Muskegon, Michigan, August 14-
19, 1956, upon invitation of Central Lutheran Church, be¬
longing to our synod, 25 Merrill Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan.
S a m u e l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h b e l o n g s t o t h e A u g u s t a n a E v a n ¬
gel ica l Lutheran Church. A l l main meet ings and serv ices
w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e S a m u e l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h . T h e o p e n i n g
service will take place Tuesday, August 14 at 8p. m., there.
T h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l c o m m e n c e W e d n e s d a y,
A u g u s t 1 5 a t 9 a . m .

All congregations of the synod are expected to be repre¬
sented at the convention by delegates chosen according to
t h e b y - l a w s o f t h e s y n o d d e a l i n g w i t h s u c h m a t t e r s . T h e
names of de legates must be submi t ted in wr i t ing by the
officers of the respect ive congregat ions to the credent ials
c o m m i t t e e o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n i n t i m e t o b e i n t h e h a n d s o f
t h i s c o m m i t t e e b y J u l y 1 5 . T h e n a m e s o f t h e d e l e g a t e s m u s t
be certified by the secretaries of the respective congregations.
( N a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m ¬

mit tee wi l l appear in the invi tat ion f rom Central Lutheran
Church printed below.) All ministers of the synod and others
who have vot ing r ights should at tend the convent ion and
s h o u l d a l s o h a v e t h e i r n a m e s i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s
committee by July 15. ,

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a l l t h e b u s i n e s s w h i c h i s

submitted to i t according to rules laid down in the synod
by-laws and those governing the institutions, missions, activi¬
t i e s a n d a u x i l i a r i e s o f t h e s y n o d .

A l l r e p o r t s t o c o m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n m u s t b e i n t h e
hands of the synod president by May 20.

Attention is called to the following provision in the synod
c o n s t i t u t i o n :

O r d i n a t i o n
Sunday, May 27th, at 4p. m., here in Des Moines, Robert

Hermansen wil l be ordained to the ministry in our church.
All friends of our synod are cordially invited to be present
a t t h i s c o n s e c r a t i o n . ,

Valdemar S. Jensen,
( S 5 m o d O r d a i n o r )

Two Epitaphs
There are two epitaphs in England which tell their stories

of the lives they represent. Near the village of Leamington
i s a s m a l l c h u r c h y a r d w h e r e a t o m b s t o n e b e a r s t h i s i n ¬
s c r i p t i o n :

Here l ies amiser who l i yed fo r h imse l f .
And cared for nothing but gathering pelf.
Now where he is, or how he fares.
Nobody knows and nobody cares.

In marked contrast to this, one may read on aplain
sarcophagus in St. Paul’s cathedral, London, these words as
t r i bu te t o a l i f e o f human i t y and se rv i ce :

Sacred to the memory of General Charles Gordon,
Who at all times and everywhere gave his strength

,To the weak, his substance to the poor, his sympathy
To t h e s u f f e r i n g , h i s h e a r t t o G o d .

“Every member shall be privileged to submit topics
for discussion to the convention. These topics shall be
sent to the president of the synod, who shall publish
them at least six weeks prior to the convention.”
Such topics must be at my address at least by July 1st

in order to be published in LUTHERAN TIDINGS, July 5th
i s s u e .

The meetings and services of the convention will be open
t o a l l m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f t h e s y n o d . A n n o u n c e m e n t c o n ¬
cerning lodging and meals wi l l fo l low from the host con¬
gregation.

The Annual Report will be published and forwarded to all
delegates and pastors in time for study before the convention.

Important issues will be brought before the convention for
consideration and decision. It is suggested that LU'THERAN
TIDINGS and the Annual Report be given conscientious at¬
tention by all members of the synod, especially pastors and
delegates.

May we sincerely accept the guidance and enlightenment
of God’s Word and Spirit in order that we willingly and faith¬
fully may be ready to serve His will and purpose through
o u r s y n o d c o n v e n t i o n .

— S e l e c t e d .

T h a t S t r a w i n t h e W i n d
He was acandidate for senatorial honors, and was sched¬

u l e d t o s p e a k i n a s m a l l t o w n . A n x i o u s t o d i s c o v e r t h e
religious affiliation of the majority of his audience, he ad¬
d r e s s e d t h e m i n t h i s m a n n e r :

“My great-grandfather was an Episcopalian (silence), but
my great-grandmother belonged to the Presb3d;erian church
(more silence). My grandfather was aBaptist (silence),
b u t m y g r a n d m o t h e r w a s a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t ( c o n t i n u e d
s i lence) . But Ihad agreat -aunt who was aMethod is t ( loud
a p p l a u s e ) — a n d I h a v e a l w a y s f o l l o w e d m y g r e a t - a u n t ! ”

—Gospel Herald.

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

1232 Pennsylvania Avenue, Des Moines 16, Iowa.
A p r i l 1 5 , 1 9 5 6 .

C o n v e n t i o n I n v i t a t i o n
The Fu tu re o f t he Church

“Of the Protestant churches in America, eighty per cent
began as Sunday schools. Of the Protestant pastors in the
United States today, ninety-seven per cent were first Sunday
school pupils. The future of the church depends upon the
strength of the Sunday school. In three years, seven million
more boys and girls will be in our public schools,
are the churches to care for their spiritual needs?”

D a v i d C a r l s o n .

April_20, 1956
The Central Bethlehem Lutheran congregation, ’Ransom

Street, at Delaware Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan, is pleased
tcvextend ahearty invitation to pastors, delegates and mem¬
bers of Our synod to attend the annual synodical convention
which will be held here August 14-19, 1956. Our people
preparing for your coming with happy anticipation and will
do their best to make your stay in “The Port City” enjoyable.

All pastors and delegates must send their registrations

a r e

W h e r e
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terials. The UNITING WORD was suggested, but it was
too late to order at that time. Give this suggestion some
thought so that we can discuss it more fully at the con¬
vention in November. Definite steps have been taken
concerning what will be included in the handbook of
AELYF we mentioned some time ago. The Rev. Carlo
Petersen, Dick Jessen and Janet Johnson comprise the
committee to develop aconcrete draft of it which should
be ready for us by the November convention. At this
convention, we will decide upon amotto and emblem
to be included in the handbook. The purpose of it is to
acquaint all of you more fully with the national organi¬
zation. Put some of your ideas for mottos, emblems,
and other facts down on paper. Perhaps acontest is
b e t t e r .

American Evangelical Lutheran
Youth Fellowship

' E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

11 0 0 B o y d

D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a
i

A W o r d F r o m t h e N a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t
With this issue of PAGING YOUTH, Ted Thuesen

steps out of the editorship. Ted has been editor for
one and one half years and has done afine job. We'
thank you Ted! —and may God bless you as you begin

,your ministry at Newark, New Jersey.
At the same time, Everett Nielsen steps in as our

new editor. “Evy” is avery capable person and we are
look ing fo rward to more good read ing in PAGING
YOUTH. So with the same breath, we would like to
say “Good luck, Evy! May you find this work reward¬
ing and worthwhile.”

The workshop and convention will be held at Grand
View College on November 2-4, 1956. One of the main
attractions will be Mrs. Noyes. She is well known for
her speech work. Adetailed program will be available
later. Begin now to save your pennies so that you may
attend. Perhaps next year, we can hold it in the Michi¬
gan district.

Youth N ight a t the synod ica l convent ion shou ld
prove to be areal inspiration. The Mission Society’s
meeting is having Cornelia Cox, who works with the
refugee program, as its speaker. Since their meeting
is held simultaneously with ours, and for various rea¬
sons, this meeting will be apart of Youth Night with a
gathering sponsored by the local LYF following. We
hope to make use of the lake and other scenic advan¬
tages around Muskegon for the gathering. This present
plan of combining the two is not to be apermanent
policy. This year, the Lutheran Youth Leadership
Award was granted to Harold Olsen of Des Moines.
Congratulations, Harold. The suggestion was made to
us that we vary the winner between districts so that
each would come in closer contact with its benefits.
The board felt that we should consider each application
regardless of the distr ict since someone with better
qualifications might be' eliminated for not living in
the correct locality for that particular year. But we
added that with all other things being equal, location »
might be afactor.

The Yule Committee reported that sales were down*
again this year. Why? Some groups, however, are
doing well and some have improved. Keep working!

Your president, Lavern Larkowski, was chosen as
delegate to this year’s United Christian Youth Move¬
ment’s annual meeting at Williams Bay, Wisconsin. Rev.
Andersen and Rev. Harald Petersen are first and second
al ternates.

Two new appointments were made at our meeting.
Don Holm of Grand View Seminary replaces June
Westergaard as film l ibrarian. He wi l l not take over
his duties until August, so until that time, continue to
order them from June. Everett Nielsen, presently liv¬
ing in Des Moines, has been appointed PAGING YOUTH
editor due to the resignation of Ted Thuesen. Thank
you to both Ted and June for their excellent work in
AELYF. We also voted to purchase two new filmstrips.
The titles will be announced later.

At present, our budget set up has worked out fairly
well. Many of you local fellowships have no! sent in
your national dues, and we need them. Please send
them to our treasurer, Agneta Bollesen, Macalester Col¬
lege, St. Paul, Minnesota.

AThank You and aChallenge
This is both a“thank you” and achallenge. The

“thank you” goes, of course, to Ted Thuesen, the retir¬
ing editor, and to you who have supplied him with news
and suggestions. The challenge is directed to me first
of all, because this is my first experience with apage read
throughout the Synod. But the challenge is l ikewise
extended to you, the readers of PAGING YOUTH. It
is your page and it necessarily follows that what you
want should be printed. The obvious answer to your
desires is to let them be Imown through letters to me.
Iinvite criticism of either type. Iexpect to keep you
informed of current affairs and the only way that that
is possible is through your help. Put me on YOUR
mailing list (my address is in the masthead) be you
pastor, local, district, or national officer, or any interested
person. We are challenged together; Ipray that we may
answer it together.

E v e r e t t N i e l s e n .

Annual Spring AELYF Board Meeting
The following report was submitted by Ardythe

Hansen, National AELYF secretary.
The annual spr ing board meet ing of AELYF was

held April 12th and 13th at Grand View College.
Most districts are planning active programs for the

year. Camps, work camps, convent ions and d is t r ic t
papers are some of the main attractions. 'The west coast
remains unorganized, however. If you are having trouble
and would like some help, AELYF is here to help you.

Our second Indian student, Gora Tudu, has arrived
and will be under our care in July. Invite him to your
congregations, camps, etc.

Each society should be receiving acopy of LUTHER
LIFE. We hope that you are using them at your meet¬
ings and have tried the Bible study on Ephesians. Later
we will be asking for your opinions on this magazine.
Perhaps you have other suggestions for program ma-
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Our Women’s Work
M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1033 South Tenth St reet

Maywood, Illinois

Christian Social Relations—Mrs. L. M. Moseley
C h r i s t i a n Wo r l d M i s s i o n s — M i s s H a z e l S h a n k
Christian World Relations—Mrs. Wright W. Brooks

— M r s . N o r m a n V i n c e n t P e a l e

—Mrs. Lacy W. Goostree
— M r s . H e r b e r t A r t h u r
— M r s . H o w a r d S . B e c h t o l t

When IRead the Bible Through
Isupposed Iknew my Bible,
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss.
Now abit of John or Matthew,
Now asnatch of Genesis;
Certain chapters in Isaiah;
Certain Psalms, (the twenty-third)
Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs,
Yes , I t hough t I knew the Word .
But Ifound athorough reading
Was adifferent thing to do.
And the way was unfamihar
When Iread the Bible through.
You who like to play at Bible,
Dip and dabble here and there.
Just before you kneel a-weary
And yawn out hurried prayer;
You who treat the Crown of Writing
As you treat no other book —
Just aparagraph disjointed.
Just acrude, impatient look —
Try aworthier procedure.
Try abroad and steady view —
You will kneel in very rapture
When you read the Bible through.

A m o s R . W e l l s .

F i n a n c e

Leadership Education
P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s

T h e C h u r c h W o m a n ’

The quality and content of these brief reports gave
the immediate impression that the committee chairmen
are highly qualified for their positions. Their committees
are composed of the state chairmen of the 48 states and
additional resource persons, all experts in their respec¬
t i v e fi e l d s . T h e s e c o m m i t t e e s a r e t h e “ l i f e - b l o o d ” o f
UCW, so to speak. On them depends the success of the
general program and projects of the United Church
W o m e n .

The budget for 1957 was presented by the treasurer,
Mrs. E. R. Corman. After alengthy discussion of the
various items, it was adopted. The budget for 1957
totals $800,750.00.

Sevei’al interesting panel discussions gave zest and
inspiration to the meeting. Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, an
executive of the NCCC, served as resource person during
a d i s c u s s i o n o f “ T h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s To ¬
day.” Many questions were directed to him by the board
members. To these Dr. Barnes responded with much
pertinent information, wit, and at times, diplomacy. This

^ession scored high on interest, information and fellow-
' s h i p .

On Tuesday evening Dr. Barnes delivered the address
at awell attended open meeting in alocal church. He
related his experiences as amember of the deputation
f r o m t h e N C C C t o t h e c h u r c h l e a d e r s i n R u s s i a . W e .
quote Dr. Barnes:

U n i t e d C h u r c h W o m e n M e e t
The armual meeting of the Board of Managers of

the United Church Women opened at 10:30 a. m.,
on April 24, 1956. This was about two hours after our
arrival at Colorado Springs, Colorado. Within this short
time we, meaning Mrs. Ernest Nielsen and myself, had
checked in at the Antlers Hotel, visited briefly with
several other members of the Board, and learned that
150 women from 46 states were registered.

“With regard to the status of religion in Russia, it
can be sa id w i thou t hes i ta t ion tha t i t i s fa r f rom dead .

Frances Nielsen and Iattended the meeting as repre- There is freedom for liturgical worship within the
sentatives of the church women of the American Evan- churches, and millions of people are participating in it.
gelical Lutheran Church. We are now amember group However, the prohibition against religious iirstruc-
of United Church Women of the General Department tion of children and youth within the churches is a
of the National Council of Churches of Christ. The ses- very serious matter when we consider that the state has
sions of the Board were closely scheduled, beginning an extensive program of education and subtle indoctrina-
Tuesday at 10:30 a. m. and concluding Thursday noon
The membership of the Board of Managers, approxi¬
mating 300, represent more than 2,000 affiliated state
and local councils and the thirty denominational groups
of the National Council of Churches, totaling in excess
of 10,000,000 individual members.

Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel, Washington, D. C., national
president of United Church Women, presided at all the
sessions. Mrs. Dorothy MacLeod, General Director,
opened business proceedings with an overall report of
the status of the organization. This was followed by
short comprehensive reports by the national chairman
of each of the seven major committees:

t i o n b a s e d o n s c i e n t i s m w i t h a b i a s t o w a r d a t h e i s m .
If the state can capture the minds of the new generation,
it wil l seriously impair the church. The church itself
has such alimited concept of its role in society that I
see no likelihood of its making an effective and direct
challenge to the state in the near future. It is perhaps
in amore perilous position than it was when it was less
free to conduct worship, because it does not seem to
be seriously concerned about the limitations imposed
upon it. Even so, widespread belief in God, which is
indicated by participation in worship, may have an in¬
direct effect upon national behavior and even upon gov¬
ernment policy.

( C o i v t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )
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The Slory of ihe Dead Sea Scrolls reads like an exciting melodrama.
Here are fur ther adventures in the s tory o f

Modern Discoveries About Ancient Times
E D I T O R I A L , F E A T U R E

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m A p r i l 5 )

^N SCHOLARLY works we frequently read of were seeing. The Metropolitan, whose name was Samuel,
unearthed tombs, uncovered mummies, and was laughed off by some of his colleagues. One scholar

_____ other discoveries of that kind, occurring ’ages whom Samuel approached, according to Edmund Wilson,
ago. One of the most thrilling things about the Scrolls pointed to the table on which the Scrolls lay, and said,
is that they were found less than ten years ago, and have “If that table were abox, and you filled it with five
the excitement of current history about them, as well dollar biUs, you couldn’t even manage the value of these
as the intrigue of ancient history. It seems completely Scrolls if they are, as you say, 2,000 years old.” Prof,
unbelievable that until now, no real manuscripts of any Sukenik, of the Hebrew University, when shown afrag-
kind have been found written in Aramaic, the language 'ment brought him by awily merchant, wrote in his dairy,
which most scholars agree was the language Jesus used. “Today Ihave been shown apiece of ascroll. Ido not
Suddenly, the researchers have had spread before them dare to write, down what Ithink of it.”

Some of the Scrolls are parchment, some are leather,
and two 8-foot lengths are of green, highly oxidized
copper. There has been agreat deal of d i fficul ty in
unrolling them without destroying them, and chemical
laboratories have been busy testing ways of unbending
oxidized copper. It is believed that these copper in¬
scribings are lists of the books hidden in the group of
c a v e s .

atreasure-trove of writings in that interesting tongue.
About fifteen per cent of the Scrolls are Aramaic. In
itself, this single oddity makes the Dead Sea discovery
m o s t r e m a r k a b l e .

Until now, the only really ancient version that the
c h u r c h h a s i h a d o f t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t w a s n o t e v e n
written in Hebrew! We have had to rely on the Maso-
retic text for Hebrew renditions, atext dating back along
the road of history only about to the half-way point,
about the year 900 A. D., (which, historically speaking, is
rather modem). Greek, (the Alexandrian Septuagint),
and Latin, (St. Jerome’s Vulgate), versions of the O. T.
gave us avery accurate rendering of those precious books.
The new Scrol ls enable modern man to check the trans¬
la t ions in away never before poss ib le . And in the
Qumran Caves have been found texts or portions of the
texts of every Old Testament book except the Book of
Esther. About 100 of the total of 350 books in this fan¬
tastic library are biblical.

The scholars who deal with such things are trained
scientists. Their background in education and experience
makes them look oh nothing as impossible until proved
so. Likewise, nothing is certain until proved so. And
we can hardly blame them for their skepticism; their
brains refused to believe what their eyes told them they

Almost at the very time the Scrolls were discovered
—in fact, on November 29, 1947, the partition of Pale¬
stine was voted by the United Nations. It is history
now that this partition resulted in hostilities and open
warfare. With bombs bursting around them, frightened
reporters threaded their way through sheU-pocked streets
to attend the press conference announcing the discovery.
We can imagine their dismay at being asked to risk
their necks to be told of the finding of some old literature.
When they finally were impressed by the importance of
the discovery and hurried off to tell the world, their
s t o r i e s w e r e a l m o s t b u r i e d i n t h e w a r r e l e a s e s i s s u e d
from Palestine every day at the time.

Who knows how many books and fragments are still
hidden possessions of sly Arabs and Bedouins and refu¬
gees who hurried to the northwest coast of the Dead
S e a w h e n t h e n e w s w a s b r o a d c a s t ? T h e A r a b s d i s ¬
covered aprofitable way of disposing of their finds. They
would break off asmall portion of ascroll and sell it
for agood price. Then, after worried scholars had pon¬
dered over the piece for afew weeks, wondering what
the lost borders might reveal, the Arabs would return,
and, carefully matching their remaining portion to the
sold part, they would extract an ■extortionist price for
t h e s e c r e t r e m a i n s f r o m t h e f r a n t i c r e s e a r c h e r s . . .
Officials now have established “union rates,” depending
on the size of the fragments. The pieces, as they come
in, are stored between two pieces of glass for later
examination when the scholars can get around to it.
I t wi l l very l ikely take fifty years before the 40,000
pieces are sorted and fitted and read.

Papyrus parchments last well in adry, hot climate.
They are made from the stem of the papyrus plant which
is split and flattened out. Then the narrow sheets are
laid together lengthwise, with other sheets across them,
still others across in another direction, and then the
whole put in water, soaked thoroughly, and finally com¬
pressed. The result is something like aheavy paper.

. t r r

‘k .

Lo(!at ion of Qumran Cave No. 1high on cl i ffs over¬
look ing the Dead Sea. Arrow ind icates approx imate
location of the cave, whose entrance is hidden from
view. (Photo cour tesy o f the Jordan Depar tment o f
Ant iqu i t ies . )
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Wa r h
When “Possess” Means Seize or Gain i

(Fourteenth in aSer ies)

The verb “possess” is used 54 times in the King
James version of the book of Deuteronomy, and-
nearly one hundred times more in the rest of the
Bible. In almost all of these cases it has the sense
of seize, acquire, gain, or take possession of. Deu¬
teronomy 1:8 sets the key for that book: “Go in
and possess the land.”

Shakespeare used the word in this sense. In I
the third part of KING HENRY VI, act I, scene 1,
line 26, the Earl of Warwick encourages the ambition
of Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, to gain
Henry’s throne:

Y
■ 7 m

' i V J r J

t

I

I“Possess it, York;
For this is thine and not King Henry’s heirs’ ”

In THE TEMPEST, III, 2, 100, Caliban tells |
Stephano how to oust Prospero from control of
the Is land;

t

“ R e m e m b e r
First to possess his books; for without them
He’s but asot, as Iam, nor hath not
One spirit to command.”

The Greek verb which the King James Version
translates by “purchased” in Acts 1:18 and 8:20, and |
by “obtained” in Acts 22:28, is rendered as_, p o s s e s s

iin three other New Testament passages, with the
\result that the English reader is not aware of their
\true meaning. “In your patience possess ye your
fsouls” (Luke 21:19) is correctly translated, “By your
Iendurance you will gain your lives.” The Phari-
\see’s statement, “I give tithes of all that Ipossess”
\(Luke 18:12), is properly “I give tithes of all that ̂
\Iget” —that is, the tithe is based upon income |
5rather than upon capital. Paul’s counsel to the i
%Thessalonians that each should “know how to pos-
isess his vessel” (1 Thessalonians 4:4) means “know
Ihow to take awife.”
1The last of these passages has been so much
Imisunderstood that it will be well to quote it more |
sfully: “This is the will of God, your sanctification: g%that you abstain from immorality; that each one of f
Syou know how to take awife for himself in holiness fIand honor, not in the passion of lust like heathen f\who do not know God.” %

i

Interior view of Cave No. 1diu-ing excavations in
February, 1949, iookingr out toward entrance. Cave is
25 feet deep, six feet wide and eight or nine feet high.
Hole in center was cut by Syrian vandals in fal l of
1948. (Photo courtesy of Jordan Department of An¬
t i q u i t i e s . )

There seems no question but that they can have endured
these twenty centuries. Now that they have been
photographed, in color, and black and white, it is likely
that only aworld-wide catastrophe will remove them
from the curious, studious eyes of modern man.
them is preserved an accurate record of monastic life
in an ancient community, as well as authentic copies
of b ib l i ca l books .

Not far from the site of the caves stand the rums of
what appears to have been amonastary of some sort.
These ruins have long been known, but it has always
been thought that they were of little historical value.
Excavators now, however, are completing the uncovering
of this community site, and learning some fascinating
things about the occupants. It is believed that the people
who lived here were the owners of the hidden library,
and that in danger of attack they had stored away their
books to preserve them for future generations. Tlrey
succeeded almost too well. Present belief is that these
people were Essenes, an ascetic group rarely mentioned
in the Bible and in old histories. In the next installment
of this series, we will describe in more detail the in¬
teresting life lived there, and some of the theories
proposed about these ancients.

(To be continued)

i

O n

Luther A. Weigle.
I

ITINERARY FOR SANTAL MISSION STUDENT
A N I L J H A

June 10—Greenville, Michigan.
June 11—Edmore, Michigan.
June 12—Marlette, Michigan.
June 13, 14-—Detroit, Michigan.
June 15—Grayling, Michigan.
,Jime 16, 17—Manistee, Michigan.
June 18—Ludington, Michigan.
June 19—rGrant, Michigan.
June 20—Muskegon, Michigan.

n o w
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dollars, will be 10 stories high, and will seat 3,260
persons, although there are currently only 2,200 stu¬
dents at Valpo. This will be one of the largest Protestant
edifices in the nation, surpassing such well-known “cathe¬
drals” as Rockefeller Chapel, U. of Chicago and West
Point. A$75,000 pipe organ is to be installed. The un¬
usual design is contemporary, and the interior features
will be specially planned to serve unique purposes. It
is not to be an ordinary church of exaggerated size. Daily
chapel services will be held. Funds were raised last
year in aspecial drive. The University’s assets at pres¬
ent are valued at ten million, but buildings valued at
twenty-five million are planned ...Educational institu¬
tions all over the nation are expanding, and our present
“Faith and Life Advance” is wholly in keeping with a
national trend. The amount needed for Grand View is
not too much; it can be questioned whether it is actually
enough. Agenerous oyer-subscription will answer the
question.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S

OPIN ION

A N D

COMMENT
DID YOU KNOW that correct liturgical usage calls

for the elimination of all lace on the fabric of altar orna¬
ments? Lately we have been doing some small-scale
research on such matters, and have discovered some other
interesting Lutheran liturgical requirements which we,
in our ignorance, did not previously know. For example,
it is correct to have the font covered when not in use.
Water should be carried to the font in abrass ewer of
correct design. Candles should be more than half pure
beeswax. Traditionally, the Church of the Augsburg
Confession calls for the use of white or amber wine,
rather than red wine. And so on. We are not so con¬
servative as to suggest that all our churches should take
revolutionary steps of change in order to conform to what
is “correct.” The tradition of our church, it seems to us,
has always been .that what is right in spirit for us is
correct, and that in matters of liturgy and ritual we are
not to be confined to the letter of the law. This is a
tradition we, personally, like. It marks us as “liberals”
among Lutherans, and seems to make possible for us a
variety of spiritual expression which is not as often en¬
countered in other bodies. It is true, however, that other
Lutheran synods are not of apattern from which we are
the only deviates. During Lent this year, we visited a
different Lutheran church each mid-week, partly out of
adesire to know our neighbors better, partly out of a
desire to investigate differences in faith and practice,
and of course in order to worship with others. It was
enlightening. What arange of difference we encountered,
all within the various areas of the framework of Lu¬
theranism! It is not accurate to call ourselves liberals
among conservatives. We are
liberals, among many kinds of
Lutherans, from all of whom we

learn things which will

WE BELIEVE we are right ip saying that within a
very few weeks, one of our missionaries. Miss Muriel
Nielsen, will be returning to the States on furlough.
We have heard nothing official about this, but we can
look for her visit and prepare to greet her with the
welcome we extended the Ribers two years ago. The
work in India has not been made any easier by the
freedom the Indian states received. In many ways, it
has been made more difficult. The imrest and distrust
of foreigners has broken more into the open than ever
before, and we are filled with admiration for the courage
and Christian zeal which sent our missionaries to the
S a n t a l fi e l d s .

ALADY WE heard about recently was horrified to
find, one morning, aliquor bottle lying on her lavm. She
told afriend about it, saying, “I just didn’t know what
to do. Icertainly didn’t want to throw it in my trash
can where the trash man might see it.
do?” her friend asked. “Oh, Ithrew it in my neighbor’s
trash can. He is the minister, and everyone knows he
doesn ’ t d r i nk . ”

What did you

m a y
make us stronger as Christians.

W H I L E W E M A Y b e m o r e
liberal theologically, we are not
as liberal at the offering plate.
Th is week are lease f rom the
Missouri Synod shows that con¬
tributions in that church average
annually about $75 per con¬
firmed member, (almost $200 per
family).

S P E A K I N G o f t h e M i s s o u r i
Synod, we want to call attention
to an unusual chapel being built
on the campus of Valparaiso
University, (see picture at right).
This chapel will cost amillion
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BOOKSGod and Mammon
A A G E M 0 L L E R E d g a r M . C a r l s o n , T H E C H U R C H

a n d t h e p u b l i c c o n s c i e n c e ,
Muhlenberg Press, PhUadelphia,
$1.75.

This is anew approach to the social
g o s p e l . W i t h a b a c k g r o u n d i n t h e
Evanston W. C. of C. meeting, the
book goes forward into such complex
areas of study as the nature of'Chris¬
tian man, the Body of Christ, and the
place of the Church in the structure
of modern life. Overlying the whole
is an aura of hope. While hope itself
can sometimes turn hopeless. Dr. Carl¬
son’s study never loses its proximity
to down-to-earth concerns. This is not
to say that the book never gets off
ground. It does, but its flights have
away of returning to home base with
a s e n s e o f s o l i d i t y. D r . C a r l s o n i s
President of Gustavus Adolphus Col¬
lege .

T h e S e r m o n o n t h e M o u n t s t a t e m e n t
t h a t n o m a n c a n s e r v e b o t h G o d a n d

M a m m o n h a s b e c o m e a p e r m a n e n t
fi x t m - e i n o u r l a n g u a g e , a n d t h o s e w h o
during fifty years have read and heai’d
sermons, novels and essays know that
t h e c o n t e n t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o h a s

been amuch used theme. Most gen¬
e r a l l y, t h e p r e a c h e r s a n d w r i t e r s h a v e
s u b s t a n t i a t e d t h e s t a t e m e n t a n d s a i d

that at tempts of al ignment do inevi¬
t a b l y e n d i n f a i l u r e . T h e G o d
s e r v a n t s a n d t h e M a m m o n s e r v a n t s

a re l i ke two men wa lk ing on e i the r
s i d e o f a t a l l f e n c e a n d n o n e o f t h e m
c a n c l i m b o v e r i t .

The fi rs t ones a re l i v i ng i n a fou r
d imens iona l wor ld , and the second ones
i n a o n e d i m e n s i o n a l w o r l d . M a m m o n
i s the “ t ro l l ” who sw ings h i s mag ic
w a n d o v e r h i s v i c t i m s , t u r n i n g t h e m
into Stones and sever ing them f rom
t h e h u m a n n e s s i n w h i c h G o d i s a t
work. The pursuer of i l lus ive money
success and power must store his con¬
science away in the basement so that
he can maneuver his neighbor ’s farm
into his possession. He must let him¬
s e l f b e b l i n d f o l d e d s o t h a t h e c a n n o t
s e e h o w h i s t a c t i c s b e f o u l t h e m o r a l

s e n s e o f t h e p e o p l e , fi l l t h e s p r i n g s
w i t h d e b r i s s o t h a t w a t e r c a n n o t H o w,
subs t i t u t es quan t i t y f o r qua l i t y and
a p p e a r a n c e f o r e s s e n c e , s t a n d a r d i z e s a
false evaluation of l i fe and separates
m a n f r o m t h e d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e
sun by means o f pu t r i d smog . Ti re
w o r s t o f a l l i s t h a t h e r e d u c e s G o d t o
a m a r b l e i d o l , a s t a t u e .

'The God servant must constantly let
h i m s e K b e a w a k e n e d a n d e y e o p e n e d
s o t h a t h e c a n s e e G o d a s G o d a n d

not as misty shadow of man, so that
h e c a n b e a w a r e o f t h e c r i s i s t a k i n g
place in himself and his neighbor, so
t h a t h e c a n a s k f o r a m e n t a l r a r e fi c a -
t i o n a n d a v o i d a s o u l a n e s t h e s i a , s o
he can sympathetically live with proto¬
plasma, chi ldhood, youth, adul thood,
o ld age , mar r i age , mus i c , o ra l and
w r i t t e n e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e p e o p l e ,
search fo r t ru th , m i r th and t ragedy,
p r o b l e m s a n d a G o d w o r s h i p . T h e
Mammon servants will religiously per¬
secute the Chr ist of spi r i tual real i ty.
’ T h e G o d s e r v a n t s w i l l t r u s t H i m , a s k
f o r C o m m u n i o n w i t h H i m , a n d h o p e t o
b e c o m e h e l p e r s .

A s c h o l a r h a s t o l d m e t h a t i n t h e
N e w T e s t a m e n t w o r d s a b o u t M a m m o n
t h e r e i s a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n
s u b s e r v i e n c e t o , t h e m o n e y e t h o s a n d
astatic attitude toward the past. Mam¬
mon serv i tude requi res obes iance to
t h e d i s e m b o d i e d f o r m s o f t h e p a s t .
The dead bones will play abigger role
than the l iving blood. The premise of
this is that the past, l ike ever3dhing
else, can be preserved and continued
only by being used. You imbibe the

p a s t , y o u a d o r e a n d s c o r n i t , y o u
love and hate it. You weight it on the
scale of reality, you digest i t . By so
l i v i n g w i t h t h e p a s t y o u t r a n s f o r m i t
into character substance which again
c a n b e u s e d b y a n e w g e n e r a t i o n .
P e o p l e w i l l , f o r e x a m p l e , l i v e w i t h
Gregorian and Reformation hsnnns and
in due time transplant them into new
h y m n s . L i v i n g w i t h t h e m e m o r y o f
g r a n d f a t h e r w i l l t r a n s m i t h i m i n t o
act ive l i fe in the grandchi ldren. The
ar t i s t and h is to r ian w i l l no t sub jec t
themselves to aformalistic loyalty for
t h e y a r e i n t e g r a t e d i n a fl e x i b l e r e n a i s ¬
sance. ’They spend the tradit ion just
like they spend their talents and emo¬
t i o n s .

T h e M a m m o n s e i w a n t s d o n o t l i v e
with the past. Instead of doing that,
they decorate the graves. They place
busts o f fo re fa thers in n iches , they
standardize the verbalism of the past
and they demand con fo im i t y w i th a
religion and education of verbatim rep¬
etition. They will control the means of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d s e c u r e p e o p l e
against any dynamic expression. The
r e s u l t i s t h a t w h e r e t h e r e c o u l d b e
affluent warmth there is fr igidity. The
i n d i v i d u a l b e c o m e s u t t e r l y l o n e s o m e i n
t h e c r o w d . C o m p l a c e n c y e l i m i n a t e s '
p a s s i o n , j o y a n d s o r r o w. N o n e w v a l ¬
u e s e m e r g e a n d a L e v i a t h a n c h u m s
people into robots.

A l l generat ions have exper imented
with rel ig ious deflect ions of the New
Tes tamen t s ta temen t , bu t l i gh t f rom
above is too bright and the delusions
d o b r e a k u p . W e m u s t p e r s o n a l l y l i v e
w i t h i t a n d r e a l i z e t h a t t h e b a t t l e b e ¬

t w e e n t h e t w o c o n t e n d e r s g o e s o n
wi th in myseK and in my re lat ionship
w i t h t h e n e i g h b o r .

R a l p h W. L o e w, H I N G E S O F D E S ¬
TINY, published by Muhlenberg
Pi-ess, Philadelphia, $2.75.
This is afaith-strengthening book,

written by aLutheran pastor of Buf¬
falo, New York, the Knuble Miller lec¬
turer of 1955. Dr. Loew is aman
grossed in the times but enlightened
by history. His subject matter ranges
f rom such unusua l exper ience
c o m m u n i t y ’ s e s c a p e f r o m a t o r n a d o
to an ind iv idua l ’s fac ing the Eas te r
message with confidence. Each chap¬
ter sparkles with apt and useful illus¬
trations, and gives its moral asubtility
that makes the reading apleasure. It
i s o f t en d i f fi cu l t t o r ecommend de¬
votional reading vigorously, for tastes
differ. But this book is qualified to
appeal' to an unusually large propor¬
t i o n o f m o d e r n r e a d e r s .

e n -

a s a

— T h e E d i t o r .

Pastor’s Daughter '
S c o r e s H i t

Ruth Farstrup, daughter of the Rev.
Ejnar Farstrups, recently appeared in
aproduction of the Greek tragedy.
Media, by Euripides. Below are quo¬
t a t i o n s f r o m t h e r e v i e w i n t h e S a n t a
Barbara, Cal i f . , newspaper:

“To the typical playgoer with no
i m m e d i a t e t i e t o c a m p u s a c t i v i t i e s
the prospect of asearing Greek trag¬
edy performed by undergraduate play¬
ers in dead seriousness is not, shal l
we say, an inviting one.

“To any sbch who may read these
w o r d s , m a y I s u g g e s t t h a t t h e r e i s
one very''good reason to disavow this
habitual attitude in regard to the pro¬
duction of Euripides’s “Media,” play¬
i n g t h i s w e e k - e n d a n d n e x t a t t h e
L i t t l e T h e a t e r o n t h e S a n t a B a r b a r a
C o l l e g e c a m p u s . T h i s r e a s o n i s a
young ac t ress named Ruth Fars t rup,
who plays the title role.

“Like many of my fel low townsmen,

P e n t e c o s t
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 2 )

S a l e m h a d b e e n p l a n t e d o n e a r t h . T h e
church as the l i v i ng body o f Chr i s t
w a s n o w a r e a l i t y .

The response from the multitude was
unanimous: “We hear them speak ing
i n o u r o w n t o n g u e s o f t h e m i g h t y
w o r k s o f G o d . ” — J e s u s s a i d : “ R e c e i v e

ye the Holy Spirit.” —This could also
b e t r a n s l a t e d : “ T a k e y e t h e H o l y
. S p i r i t . ” T h i s i s t h e m e s . s a g e o f P e n t e ¬
c o s t t o a l l w h o h a v e a c c e p t e d J e s u s
a s t h e C h r i s t . W e a r e n o t t o w a i t .
W e a r e i n v i t e d t o r e a c h o u t a n d t a k e
t h e o f f e r e d g i f t . G o d i s c o n t i n u a l l y
c l o s e t o u s w i t h h i s “ b r e a t h o f l i f e , ”
i f o n l y w e w i t h h e a r t a n d s o u l a r e
open fo r th is g i f t .
“Come, OThou Sp i r i t o f God , neve r

t i r ing.
Come and in te rpre t God ’s wonder fu l
l o v e ! ”
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I s a w J u d i t h A n d e r s o n i n h e r i n c r e d ¬
i b l y m a g n i fi c e n t p e r f o r m a n c e i n t h e
R o b i n s o n J e f f e r s v e r s i o n o f t h i s c l a s s i c
a n d b l o o d - c u r d l i n g t r a g e d j ^ T h e s t u ¬
d e n t p r o d u c t i o n i s n o t , o f c o u r s e , o n
any comparab le l eve l . Bu t t l i e re i s
something about the passion, intensity,
fi r e a n d r e p r e s s e d f u r y i n t h e p e r ¬
formance of Miss Farstrup, which per¬
s u a d e s o n e t h a t t h e y o u n g J u d i t h
A n d e r s o n m u s t h a v e b e e n s o m e o n e

like this when she was completing her
schooling emd preparing to make her
b i d f o r f a m e a s a p r o f e s s i o n a l a c t r e s s .

T R U L Y G R E A T

“ H o w e v e r o n e r e a c t s t o v a r i o u s
aspec ts o f th is s tage event , one i s
n e v e r i n d i f f e r e n t t o M i s s F a r s t r u p ’ s
Med ia , and neve r made aware t ha t
here i s aco l lege 'coed p lay ing a ro le .
S h e i s a m a z i n g l y c o n v i n c i n g , t r e ¬
m e n d o u s l y s t i r r i n g , a n d r e m a r k a b l y
artful in ways so natural as to seem
a l m o s t i n t u i t i v e . T h i s i s t r u l y a g r e a t
p e r f o r m a n c e o f a g r e a t r o l e . F o r a
young player, it is miraciUous.

“ F o r t h e r e s t o f t h e p r o d u c t i o n
there are varying degrees of success¬
f u l a n d u n s u c c e s s f u l e f f o r t .

“ W i t h o n l y s o m e t o w e r i n g G r e e k
columns and an a l tar fire for scenic
suggest ion, the p ic tor ia l aspect was
beautifully handled with lights, and
wi th the s ta tuesque figure o f Med ia
dressed dramatically in black, in con¬
t r a s t t o t h e s u b d u e d c o l o r s o f t h e
c h o r u s a n d o t h e r p l a y e r s .

“ T h e c h o r u s o f e i g h t w o m e n o f
Corinth was employed both in chor ic
speech and in dance movement, to
respond to, or react to, or comment
upon the words and deeds of the prin¬
cipals. The story is sound and tra¬
dit ional; the pract ice in this instance
w a s e f f e c t i v e o n l y i n t h e q u i e t e s t
moments, at other t imes both incon¬
gruous and distracting.

“ F o r a l l i t s fl a w s , t h i s “ M e d i a ”
is anoble exper iment wel l wor th the
a t t e n t i o n o f b o t h t o w n a n d c a m p u s
theatergoers —especialy for the sake
of seeing ayoung tragedienne of amaz¬
ing qualities.”

m i t t e e s w e r e a p p o i n t e d a n d g u e s t
s p e a k e r s w e r e s e l e c t e d .

On the Sunday morning of the Evan¬
gel ism Miss ion, our serv ices opened
w i t h P a s t o r H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n ,
Grand View College, bringing the mes¬
s a g e . T h e G r a n d V i e w A C a p p e l l a
Choii', being here on tour, sang the
a n t h e m a n d t h e b e n e d i c t i o n t o a
packed chu rch . I n the a f te rnoon , a
goodly number of our people took part
in the large Evangel ism Ral ly at the
High School auditorium in Albert Lea
where they heard Dr. GuUixson and
others speak.

F r o m M o n d a y t h r o u g h T l i u r s d a y
evening, we were forcefully challenged
by Pastor EUert C. Nielsen, Clinton,
Iowa, who was our guest speaker for
the week. We are s incere ly gra te fu l
to the Grand View ACappel la Choi r,
to Mr. Robert Speed, i ts director, to
P a s t o r H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n a n d t o
Pastor Eilert Nielsen for their contri¬
b u t i o n t o o u r m i s s i o n ; a n d t o t h e
St. Stephen’s Congregation, Clinton,
Iowa, for sharing their pastor with us.

Our ven tu re in Evange l i sm tu rned
out to be avery interesting experience
for us. IThe fact that the responsibili¬
ties of the mission was in the hands
of the people rather than the pastor
alone, cer ta in ly secured i ts success.
Whereas in the past amere handful
of people would turn out for amission
meeting, 75 to 90 people turned out
each evening of our PTR mission, and
that certainly was most satisfying.

O U R C H U R C H
r. l l l i n l l l l l l l l l l l t l l l l l l l M I I I I I I I M I l l l l I I I I I M I I I I l l l l l l I fl l t l l l l l l l l t l H I I I I *

Danevang, Texas . Sunday worsh ip
h o u r h a s b e e n c h a n g e d t o 9 : 3 0 d u r i n g
the summer months. Pastor Jespersen
is currenty preaching aseries of ser¬
m o n s o n t h e T e n C o m m a n d m e n t s . T e r ¬
m i t e s h a v e b e e n “ e x c o m m u n i c a t e d ”

from the church property here.
Ty le r, M inneso ta . On appea l f r om

h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n . P a s t o r E n o k M o r t e n -
sen has withdrawn his-resignation, emd
i n s t e a d w i l l t a k e a 1 - y e a r l e a v e o f a b ¬
sence from his work for his European
l e c t u r e s c h e d u l e .

J u n c t i o n C i t y, O r e g o n . T h e c h o i r
he re w i l l p resen t aconce r t May 27 .
An o f fe r ing w i l l be rece ived fo r the
purpose of buying choir robes. Bible
S c h o o l w i U b e c o n d u c t e d f o r t w b '

w e e k s , s t a r t i n g J u n e 11 . A S u n d a y
m o r n i n g c o f f e e h o u r i s h e l d a t t h e
c h i m c h f o l l o w i n g w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s
h e r e .

Hay Sp r i ngs , Neb raska . The Rev.
Calvin Rossmans recently welcomed a
new daughter, their first. They already
h a v e t h r e e s o n s . M r s . R o s s m a n i s a
daughter of Synod President Alfred
J e n s e n .

Ty l e r , M i i u i e s o t a . F i f t y v o l u n t e e r
c o m m i t t e e m e n m e t l a s t m o n t h w i t h
a r c h i t e c t s t o l a y p l a n s f o r t h e O l d _
People’s Home to be built in this com¬
muni ty. I t i s p lanned tha t the home
w i l l h o u s e 3 0 r e s i d e n t s . D a n e b o
C h u r c h d o n a t e d t h e l a n d , w h i c h l i e s
between the parsonage and the gym
h a l l . A s c a l e m o d e l o f t h e H o m e i s
on exhibit ion in the window of alocal
f u r n i t u r e s t o r e .

Wayne, Alber t , Canada. Mrs. Peter
Rasmussen, (Kathr ine Appel) , passed
away on Sunday, April 22. after alin¬
ger ing Ulness. Bur ia l was in the
Dalum cemetery on April 26. She will
be remembered for her great help to
her husband. Pastor Peter Rasmussen,
in the i r work fo r many years in our
Synod.

Maruiette, Wisconsin. Pastor Ivan
Nielsen’s new address is 236 Terrace
Ave., Marinette. Bethany Congrega¬
tion of Menominee, Mich., which Pas¬
tor Nielsen serves, has bought prop¬
erty 240 feet by 300 feet in the area
near the airport. There are indications
that the airport 'will be discontinued
a n d t h a t t h e l a n d i n g fi e l d w i l l b e
opened for homesites. $6,000 was paid
for the land, most of it borrowed. The
congregation has inci’eased by 40 per
cent in the past five months. The
church i s be ing pa in ted th is month .
Summer Bible School will start June 4.

Des Moines, Iowa, On Monday
morning, April 22,- Mrs. Ernest D.
Nielsen liad an open house coffee for
all the pastors’ wives in the Des
Moines area. Assisting her in seiwing
wei ’e five o ther loca l AELC pastors ’
wives: Mrs. Howard Christensen, Mrs.
Alfred Jensen, Mrs. Svend Kjaer, Mrs.

i

We a lso learned agreat dea l f rom
sharing with other Lutheran groups in

area and from their speakers. We
discovered that we no longer have a
monopoly in “Happy Christianity” as
Arthur Frost implies. In fact what
m a y
i n o u r

o u r

have been “Happy Christianity”
group in the past, Ihave long

since discovered, has degenerated into
“Happy Nonconcern” for -vital and es¬
sential Christian living. To hear Dr.
Gullixson and Dr. Tanner speak was a
joyous and thrilling experience. Shar¬
ing 'with the pastors of both ELC and
UELC was every bit as rewai'dirtg as
sharing with our own. Let us not laud
ourselves on things we think we have.

For anew^ venture in Christian ex¬
perience, Iheartily recommend partici¬
pation in aP.T.R. Mission in your
area if and when such an opportunity
presents itself. You will not regret it,
and great good may come of it.

Vag'ii Duus, Pastor.
j£.eUeHA.. . ● ●

To t h e E d i t o r :

Sunday Morning, April 15, we began
a P r e a o l i - Te a c h - a n d R e a c h M i s s i o n i n
t h e B l u e E a r t h - A l b e r t L e a a r e a o f
S o u t h e r n M i n n e s o t a . T h e F i r s t L u ¬
theran Congregation of Alden was in¬
vited by the Lutheran Churches of the
ELC and UELC to participate. 'The con¬
gregation at its annual meeting in De¬
cember accepted the invitation and -so
Ihe congregation became involved. Com-

L e t l e r s o f Tr a n s f e r

The synod secretary has books
o f l e t t e r s o f t r a n s f e r f o r s a l e a t
Ic asheet. Fi f ty sheet book, 50c.
Twenty-five sheet book, 25c. Write
t o :

P a s t o r W. R . G a r i ' e d ,
Vesper, Kansas.
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Ho lge r Jo rgensen , Mrs . Axe l K i l de -
gaard, and also Mrs. Leroy Norquist
of the Augustana church. In the eve¬
n i n g , M r s . N i e l s e n l e f t f o r C o l o r a d o
Springs to attend the meeting of the
United Church Women on which she
serves as amember of the Managing
Boctrd. FYom Colorado Springs she
left for Fargo, North Dakota, for An¬
nual Meeting of the Santal ' Mission.
S h e i s a m e m b e r o f t h e A m e r i c e m
B o a r d f o r t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n .

Ted Thuesen, senior Seminary stu¬
dent, served the Marquette, Nebraska,
congregation on May 6.

Bob He rmansen , sen io r Sem ina ry
student, preached at Davey, Nebraska,
o n M a y 6 .

Fredsville, lowa^ Rev. C. A. Stub is
on amon th ’s vaca t i on to Ca l i f o rn ia ,
and his congregation was served by
Rev. Axe l K i ldegaard on May 6 , by
senior Seminary student, Ted Thuesen,
o n M a y 2 0 .

Bu th ton , M inneso ta^ Pau l Nuss le ,
senior Seminary student, preached at
Ruthton and. Lake Benton on April 28,
and spoke at ameet ing in Tyler that
same evening. s

M a r q u e t t e , N e b r a s k a . R e v . W i l l a r d
Garred o f Denmark, Kansas, served
the Marquette congregation on May 13.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S
dersen, San Francisco
Mrs. Harriet Olsen

In memory o f O lo f Os t l und ,
S o l v a n g L u t h e r a n H o m e ,
M r . a n d M r s . J e n s S i m o n -
sen, Solvang
M r . a n d M r s . J o h n H . T r b -
ler, Los Angeles
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jensen,
Los Angeles 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sheldon,
Santa Barbara, Calif., Mr.
and Mrs. VermiUon, Pasa¬
dena, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. A.
Frederiksen, Arcadia, Calif.,
M r. C l a r e n c e H a n s e n , P a s a ¬
dena 
M r . a n d M r s . M a r t i n J a c o b -

Page 15
3 4 6 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

3 . 0 0 L. A
Mr. Henry Infield, L. A. _
M r . a n d M r s . W m .

L. A. 
Pastor J. K. Jensen, Pasadena
Distributive share of Peter Jo¬

hansen’s Estate 

1 . 0 0

Jensen ,
1 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0 -
3 . 0 0

1,240.40
Dr. A. D. Pedersen, L. A 300.00
Grand Lodge Dania, Califor-

nia-Nevada 
Dania Ladies’ Society, Danne-

brog
Mr. Chris Pedersen, S. F.
Mrs. Marie Willets, Solvang

Home 
Elizabeth Jensen, Van Nuys,

Calif. 

7 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0 1 0 0 . 0 0

1 0 5 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0

7 5 . 0 0

8 . 0 0 1 0 . 0 0

3 . 5 0
Mrs. Marie Seaton, L. A 5 . 0 0
G u n n a r F a l k , O n t a r i o , C a n . 1 5 . 0 0
M r. a n d M r s . H . L . C h r i s t i e ,
Oslo, Norway
M r . a n d M r s . F r e d H o h n ,
Los Angeles
Mr. Carl Jensen, Solvang 2 . 0 0
Mr. Andy Jensen, Solvang 1 0 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . C a r l A . E l e r s ,
Los Angeles
M r. a n d M r s . S o r e n C h r i s t y,
Los Angeles

In memory of Chris A. Jensen,
S a n t a B a r b a r a , M r. a n d M r s .
Chris Nygaard, Solvang 3 . 0 0
M i s s E l n a T h u e s e n , S a n t a
Barbara 
M r. a n d M r s . J o r g e n H . J e n -
d r e s e n , S a n t a B a r b a r a , M r .
and Mrs. Otto W. Larsen 5 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . H a n s F a r -
s t rup . Miss E lna Thuesen,
Santa Barbara

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . E r n a
8.00 S l o a n e , S o l v a n g , M i s s E l n a
2.00 'Thuesen 

In memory of Svend U. Han¬
sen, Solvang, Mr. and Mrs.

5.00 Tom Petersen 
M r . a n d M r s . G e o r g e N i e l -

10.00 sen, Ballard
I n m e m o r y o f D o n a l d M o o r e ,

10.00 L o m p o c , M r . a n d M r s . E . F .
2.00 Moore 
2 . 0 0 I n m e m o r y o f M i s s A n n a H u l -
5.00 b e c k , E s c o n d i d o , M r s . T h y r a
2.00 Ostlund, Solvang Home __ 5 . 0 0

M r . a n d M r s . S a m H a l s t e d ,
2.00 L o s A n g e l e s

Mrs. Adele Lloyd, Pasadena 5 . 0 0
5.00 M r . C l a r e n c e H a n s o n , P a s a ¬

dena 

2.00 M i s s M a r i e H a n d r u p , B e v -
2.00 erly Hills
2.00 M r . a n d M r s . E l m e r J a c o b -
2.00 sen, Fontana, Calif. 
2 . 0 0 I n m e m o r y o f M r s . N i e l s C .
2.00 J e s p e r s e n , V i b o r g , S . D . , b y
5.00 Friends 

In memory of La Verne Eskel-
sen, Bertha Jensen
Karen Kjaer

2 .00 In memory o f Mrs . Ber tha U l -
10.00 r i c k s e n , S a l i n a s , M i s s P a u l -

8.00 ine and Jens P. Holm
Pors and Schultz Family 3 .50

OTHJBB CONTRIBUTIONS
Proceeds from, dinner given by

Emanue l D . E . L . Chu rch ,

s e n Period from March 1, 1956\to
April 30, 1956 : $2,662.40
Previously acknowledged __$9,581.09 '
Unpaid Pledgees $ 1 , 8 0 0 . 0 0
Above contributions are sincerely ap¬

preciated, and we want to teU you
a r e t r u l y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e m .

K indest Greet ings,
S O L V A N G L U ' T H E R A N H O M E

Nis P. Pors, ’Treasurer.

1 0 . 0 0

w e
5 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0

J O H N W E S L E Y
Know ledge i n you th i s w i sdom in

5 . 0 0

a g e .
The real izat ion that one’s own l i fe

i s a l i n k i n a l o n g c h a i n o f b u i l d e r s
of the good society stretching across
the centuries and encircling the globe
br ings perspec t i ve and courage and
joy. Biography often becomes asource
o f p o w e r . I t i s t h r i l l i n g t o b e r e ¬
minded that one is engaged in the
same task which consumed the colos¬
sal energies of John Wesley. Here
is h is a lmost incredible record:

He traveled 250,000 miles, chiefly
on horseback, averaging 20 miles per
day for 40 years, in the days before
F o r d s a n d s t r e a m l i n e r s h u r l e d
sengers furiously through space.

He preached more than 40,000
m o n s .

Contributions to Solvang
L u t h e r a n H o m e 2 . 0 0

M E M O R I A L G I F T S

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . M a r i e
C h r i s t e n s e n , P a s a d e n a ,
C a l i f o r n i a , M i s s M a r y B .
Jacobs 
Miss Katherine Bowers
Miss Constance Dexter
Miss Olive Blokerly
M r s . M i r i a m T u r n e r a n d M r .
and Mrs. Cecil Horton
Mr. R. L. Christensen
M i s s J u l i e C h r i s t e n s e n a n d
Friends 
W o m e n ’ s P h y s i c a l E d u c a ¬
tion, Pasadena City College
Mrs. Carl MoUer
M r . a n d M r s . N i e l s H a n s e n
M r . a n d M r s . F r e d F r a n d s e n
Mr. and Mrs. Aage Jensen
M r. a n d M r s . G o t f r e d J a c o b -

$ 1 0 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0

2 . 0 0

2 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
p a s -5 . 0 0

s e r -3 . 0 0

He produced more than 400„ books,
as author, editor, and translator, while
his own distinctive writings fill up¬
w a r d s o f 2 5 m a s s i v e v o l u m e s . A n d
all this is in his own handwriting!

He knew ten languages and made
good use of them: Arabic, Hebrew,
Greek, Latin, French, Italian, Spanish,
German, Dutch, English.

He planted, watered and nourished
innumerable religious groups, which
ultimately became the mighty world¬
wide Methodist Church.

At the age of 83 he was annoyed
b y t h e d i s c o v e r y t h a t h e c o u l d n o t
write for more than 15 hours aday
without hurting his eyes, and at the
age of 86 he was ashamed to admit
that he could not easily preach
than twice aday! We notice in his
diary an increasing tendency to lie in
bed in the morning, sometimes as late
as 5:30 a. m. In his 86th year he
preached in almost every shire in
England and Wales, and often rode
from 30 to 50 miles per day.

2 0 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0s e n

M r . a n d M r s . C h r i s t i a n
Geertsen
Mr. and Mrs. Magnus Jen- 5 . 0 0
s e n

Mr. and Mrs. K. Youngmann
Mr. and Mrs . Jacob Jacobsen
R e v. a n d M r s . J . K . J e n s e n
Mrs. Mette Bruhn
Mrs. L. Andre
Miss Signe Henriksen
Ansgar Lad ies ’ A id , Pasa¬
dena, Calif. 
M r . a n d M r s . T h o r v a l d J o r ¬
gensen 
H. B. C. Christensen
Esther C. Warren

In memory of Mrs. Betty Niel¬
sen, Los Ange les , Mr. and
Mrs, Carl Davidsen
M r , a n d M r s . J e n n i e A n -

5 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0

1 5 . 0 0

m o r e3 . 0 05 . 0 0
2 . 0 0

3 . 5 0

4 . 5 0
—Kirby Page,

from “Religious Resources.
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Acknowledgment of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer

F o r t h e m o n t h o f A p r i l , 1 9 5 6

To w a r d s t h e B u d g e t :
Congregations:

Omaha, Nebraska
St. Stephen’s, Chicago, 111.
Des Moines, Iowa
Newell, Iowa 
Los Ange les , Ca l l f om ia_^
Bethania, Racine, Wis
Walerloo, Imva 

Minneapolis, Minnesota :
S I . P a u l s , C e l l a r P a l l s , l a .

Mili'lotte. Mioliigaii
LiKllTigton, Michigan
Denmark, Kansas
Per th Amboy, New Jersey
Menominee, Michigan
Muskegon, Micliigan
Tacoma, Washington 
Oak Hill, Brajrton, Iowa __
Manistee, Michigcm 
Newark, New Jersey
Ringsted, Iowa 
White, South Dakota
M a r i n e t t e , W i s c o n s i n _ —
St. Stephen’s, Chicago, HI.
Askov, Minnesota
Omaha, Nebraska 

H o m e M s s i o n :
Congregat ions:

Withee, Wisconsin 
Parlier, California 
Minneapol is , Minnesota —
W e s t D e n m a r k , L u c k , W i s .

G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e :
H o p e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Ruthton, Minnesota
Children’s Home, Chicago:
L e n t e n O f f e r i n g , B e t h a n i a ,

Racine, Wisconsin
P u b l i c a t i o n s : — C h i l d ’ s F r i e n d
Annex Club, St . John’s Lu¬

t h e r a n C h u r c h , S e a t t l e ,
Washington

U n i t e d C h u r c h W o m e n
M e e t

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

“We must try desperately to help the
c h u r c h e s t o a d e e p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f t he c ruc ia l cha l l enge wh ich they
f a c e , a n d t o g i v e t h e m s t r e n g t h t o
m e e t i t . ’ ’

Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, of the Divi¬
s i o n o f C h r i s t i a n L i f e a n d W o r k o f

t h e N C C C , l e d a p a n e l a n d d i s c u s s i o n
on the topic: “Changing America.
Va r i o u s a i - o a s o I l l i e t o p i c v v e i e p r e -
-UfiUldd by btldnel rrt^mKers afier ilie
siiliject IiaU been lilt roducetl bj' pr.
K s p y , w h o e l a t e d i h a l : “ C h a n g e i s a
basic law of life. Tl: is inevitable. We
mu.sl, tlierefore, learn to accept it and
t o a p p l y i t s t r e m e n d o u s p o t e n t i a l .
Change must bo molded, exploited and
ut i l ized in aposi t ive and construct ive
m a n n e r . ’ ’

' T h e g r o u p p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a s t i m u ¬
l a t i n g d i s c u s s i o n o n h o w o u r c h u r c h
w o m e n m i g h t u s e t h e p o t e n t i a l o f t h e
e v e r c u r r e n t c h a n g e s i n A m e r i c a n l i f e ,
t o f u r t h e r t h e c a u s e o f t h e c h u r c h a n d
tl ie Christian growth and development
o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l .

T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e
Board of Managers presented areport
a t t h e fi n a l s e s s i o n . T h e n e x t a n n u a l
meeting of the Boai’d wil l be held at
Chicago on April 30, May 1and 2, 1957.
T h e n e x t A s s e m b l y w i l l b e i n 1 9 5 8 , t h e
date and p lace to be determined by
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o m m i t t e e .

This is byt abrief summary of the
m e e t i n g f r o m t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f
b u s i n e s s . F e l l o w s h i p c a n n e v e r b e
measured fu l ly, but i t was the sp i r i t
o f Chr is t ian fe l lowship which brought
deep meaning to the meet ing. Social
events Included aFellowship Luncheon
o n Tu e s d a y n o o n , a t e a We d n e s d a y
a f te rnoon , a t wh ich we were gues ts
o f t h e P i k e s P e a k C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h
Women, and finally, on Thursday after¬
noon, as ightsee ing tour ar ranged by
t h e l o c a l c h u r c h w o m e n .

T h e c h u i ' c h w o m e n o f t h e A m e r i c a n
E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h c a n fi n d
i n o u r a f fi l i a t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d
C h u r c h W o m e n a b r o a d fi e l d o f C h r i s ¬
tian service, which we must not slight.
From t ime to t ime we wi l l br ing you
more information concerning this great
organization, which challenges every
c h u r c h w o m a n t o C h r i s t i a n a c t i o n f o r
o u r S a v i o r a n d f o r o u r f e l l o w m e n .

‘ E n i i l i e S t o c k h o l m .

1 0 . 0 0

P a s t o r ’ s P e n i o n D u e s :
Rev. John Christensen
Rev. Ivan Nielsen
R e v . R i c h a r d S o r e n s e n —
Rev. C. A. Stub
R e v . O w e n K . C r a m p s —
Rev. Niels Nielsen 
Rev. Ove Nielsen
Rev. Arnold Knudsen
Rev. Carlo Petersen

Rev. Beryl Knudsen
rlev. W. cilajrlon Nielsferi

3 4 . 0 0
4 4 . 0 8
7 9 . 6 2
5 9 . 8 0
1 5 . 9 4
2 0 . 0 0
8 1 . 2 0
3 8 . 8 0
4 4 . 4 4
4 0 . 0 0
4 4 . 2 0

22.12

_ $ 1 2 0 . 0 0
2 0 0 . 0 0
3 5 4 . 7 5

1,000.00
1 0 0 . 0 0
2 2 7 . 7 8
3 3 5 . 0 0

i t

Rev. JmQS Lund.
G S - O O O ' i . o oj-TcV, IVlarius i^xog —

Rev. Roiiflld JeBper.*5Gn —234,00 1 0 . 0 0
2(X),UU
4 8 4 . 9 4

500.00
38.31

3 7 5 . 0 0

45.00
3 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0
3 7 6 . 2 5
1 0 0 . 0 0

26 .00
2 0 0 . 0 0

T o t a l B u d g e t R e c e i p t s i n
April 1956 

Previously acknowledgecL. 9,042.61
$6,927.40

$15,970.01T o t a l t o d a t e

Received for items outside of bucket:
fa i t l i e ran Wor ld Ac t ion :
M r . A l i r e c l W . J o h n s o n , S t .

Steplien’s, Chicago :
Congregat ion:

Des Moines, Iowa
Sunday School, Nysted, Neb.,

(For Ch i ld i ’en ’s Work ) __
Bethania, Racine, Wisconsin,

C o n g r e g a t i o n ( 3 u o t a — —
Special Offering 
Pastor Heide 

Congregat ions:
Waterloo, Iowa —
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Marietta, Michigan 
Menominee, Michigan
Ringsted, Iowa 
Junct ion Ci ty, Oregon —_

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Thyge-
sen. Junction City, Oregon
To t a l f o r m o n t h o f A p r i l ,

1956 
Previously acknowledged—
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$ 1 , 1 7 6 . 9 8Total to date

Church Extension Fund:?33
n

Immanue l Lu the ran Church ,
Kimballton, Iowa

N a z a r e t h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
Withee, Wisconsin

Eben-Ezer Mercy Inst i tute:
P8S.C Congregations:
-rt' gRacine, Wis., (Special Of-
?“a™3fering) 

Ludington, Michigan 
F o r E l e v a t o r F u n d :
In memory of Paul C. Paul¬

sen, Dwight, 111., by Mrs.
Paul C. Paulsen

D a n i s h L a d i e s ’ A i d S o c i e t y ,
Dwight, 111. 

H o p e L a d i e s ’ A i d , R u t h t o n ,
Minn, 

S t , J o h n ’s L a d i e s ’ A i d , C o z a d ,
Nebraska 
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I S 3 A C a l l t o S e r v i c e
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 5 )

a d v a n c e i n C h r i s t i a n f a i t h a n d C h r i s ¬
t i a n l i f e a s w e c o n t i ' i b u t e t o t h e w o r k
of home missions through the Church
E x t e n s i o n F u n d a n d t o t h e w o r k o f

Chr is t ian H igher Educat ion a t Grand
View College.

Your answer, we hope, will be, "Here
am I, Lord, send me ...’’ See your
pastor now and join in tlie great stew¬
a r d s h i p p r o g r a m o f t h e A m e r i c a n
E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , F a i t h
a n d L i f e A d v a n c e .
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Respectfully submitted,
American Evangeical
L u t h e r a n C h u i ' c h
M. C. Mil ler, Treasui’er.
P o s t O f fi c e B o x 1 7 7 ,
C i r c le P ines , M inneso ta .
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