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Wfin^itatton
GREAT DEAL could be said about the friendly side of temptation.
This so-called “enemy” is often the very seed of Christian virtue,
encouraging patience, estabhshing powers of endurance, bringing

the satisfaction of moral victory. It is at once the mother of ethical life,
the training ground of perfection and the classroom of character. All
this, plus the additional opportunities it offers to bring light to wisdom,
aspur to discipline, and an inspiration to comage, marks it as one of the
m o s t v a l u a b l e f o r c e s i n o u r l i v e s .

I Shal l we cont inue to run f rom temptat ion l i ke f r ightened hares
before the hounds? Shall we snuggle down deep into our little foxholes
of fear and plead for an untested peace of mind? Emphatically no!

Righteousness is the means to happiness. It is the most important
e l e m e n t i n C h r i s t i a n l i f e . We d a r e n o t s h u n w h a t d o e s m o s t i n t h e m o l d ¬

ing of our characters, in the creation of our spiritual greatness, and even
in the establishment of our happiness. Our responsibility and our oppor¬
tunity, therefore, are to call first on Divine assistance, then to rush out
gladly to meet this friendly enemy.

F r o m F R I E N D L Y E N E M I E S

by Robert R. Brown
(Fleming H. Revell Company)

June 5, 1956 N u m b e r 2 1V o l u m e X X I I



June 5, 1956
a t a t ime l i ke th i s? Wha t i s the bond o r un ion be tween
t h e t w o ?

Ithink we must keep in mind that the church in
these United States was the forerunner and promoter of
public education. Today this is perhaps the most no¬
ticeable in higher education. The church related col¬
lege is more in evidence than the church related primary
or secondary school. But regardless of where the church
is most often in the three levels of education, the church
still has areal interest in all education. In the begin¬
ning of our history alarge rriajority of education was
church sponsored. Today the church is sti l l involved
in education, but with asomewhat different emphasis.
There is sti l l an area in which the school and the church
are very much involved with one another. It is this area
that Ishould like to explore further tonight.

Iwould consider the union and the bond of the church
a n d s c h o o l t h a t m a k e s b o t h o f t h e m b e t t e r . T h i s r e ¬
lationship of religion and education has two aspects.
There is the benefit that the church may have from
learning, and there is the benefit that the school may
have from religion. One should perhaps not equate
the church with religion or the school with learning in
all instances, but for our purposes here we may do so
without taking too much liberty.

I n s o m e c i r c l e s w e s o m e t i m e s m e e t t h e n o t i o n t h a t
learning, education, science and all that is related to
these have been ahindi’ance to religion and the church.
Somet imes there have been d i fficu l t ies and t roub les and
problems within the church because of certain intellec¬
tual findings and deductions. At t imes these deduc¬
tions have been arrogant and secular, but at other times
the church has asked for the difficulties it encountered.
Sometimes these mtellectual findings serve as aneeded
corrective, and religion and the church have been bene¬
fited because they were challenged and forced to re¬
evaluate certain positions. Sometimes the church has
had to clarify some of its closed or muddled thinking,
as for instance some of the all too earthly concepts of
h e a v e n a n d h e l l .

The challenge of more scientific learning has forced
the church to determine more carefully what the scrip¬
tures really say. The old seven times twenty-four hour
n o t i o n o f c r e a t i o n h a s t o f a l l w i t h a m o r e c a r e f u l a n d
scientific reading of the first creation account in Genesis.
If one reads with care one may soon discover that
there is no mention of apossible 24 hour day until the
fourth day. Likewise the notion that the earth was
created 4004 years before the birth of Christ can not be
substantiated by alearned reading of scripture. An en¬
terprising but unscientific bishop in Ireland in the year
1654 thought he could add the ages of all the people
in the Bible and get the age of the world. He may have
used scripture, but certainly not scientifically. Scrip¬
ture does not pretend to tell us how many hours it
took to create the world, nor to state how old the world is.

On the other hand archeology has made many dis¬
coveries which have aided in the understanding of some
portions of scripture which are vague and unclear in
meaning. Most surely, the study of languages, espe¬
cially Hebrew and Greek, has been essential in abetter
translation of scripture into our own language.
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Baccalaureate Sermon
( P R O V E R B S 3 : 1 3 - 2 3 )

Paslor Ronald JeH|>erseii

Iwant you to know that Iappreciate the privilege
of being on this platform with these graduating seniors.
Tonight Ishould like to pose aquestion and attempt
to answer it. The question is; How does one justify
concluding apublic school course with abaccalaureate
service? How do we reconcile the school and the church?

As arepresentative of the church, Icould perhaps
try to pass and pronounce judgment on the schools, try
to weigh them on the scales of eternity. This Ido not
believe we should, nr even can do. We do not have such
authority. Some of you may have read the facetious
judgment that aHoustonian made upon the schools some¬
time ago. It was to the effect that the trouble with our
school systems was that the teachers were afraid of the
principals, and the principals were afraid of the superin¬
tendents, and the superintendents were afraid of the
school boards; the school boards were afraid of the par¬
ents, the parents afraid of the children, and the children
were afraid of nothing, not even zero. Well, Ido not

-wish to become anymore serious than that in my judg¬
m e n t s o f t h e s c h o o l a t a b a c c a l a u r e a t e .

Or one could be aprophet of doom. You may have
read that the Duke of Edinburgh, the husband of Queen
Elizabeth, in speaking to the boys of Ipswich school
the other day took issue with “those starry-eyed people
who imagine that when the next generation takes charge
everything will be all right.” The boys were told that
he, the Duke, believed that they will “make just as big
amess of things as we are,” and hoped that “you will
not make the same mistakes.” ...but expected “even
that is asking for too much.” We have been sold too
many talks that have promised that now with all this
brightness and fresh vigor the world wiU be changed.
Bu t to be as unen thused abou t the fu tu re as the Duke
is not very inspiring for such anight.

Nor do I t h ink th i s i s t he t ime and occas ion fo r one
last bit of last minute advice. It is probably nearly always
t o o l a t e f o r m u c h l a s t m i n u t e a d v i c e . T h i s o c c a s i o n
is one of the least likely places for it. To make up for
what may not have been gained in four years is to ask
for feats of magic.

Nor can the church, or any of its representatives
suddenly at atime like this take direct credit for that
which has taken place in the learning process in the
past four years. This evening, together with Com¬
mencement, marks the completion of four years of pre¬
scribed and elected study, but the immediate responsi¬
bility and the worth of this study rests with the school
and not with the church, as such.

Iam not eliminating or decreasing the role of the
church, Ibelieve the church has aplace here indeed,
but it is not to pass judgment in adirect way, nor is
the church io be anything but optimistic of the ultimate
future, nor is the church to be amere advice giver,
nor is it to come here and then suddenly say, “See
what we have helped the school to achieve.”

How then are we to blend the church and the school Pastor Jespersen’s sermon was delivered this spring
at El Campo, Texas.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Lutheran World Action occurs in most unusual ways.
Here, agift of seven years ago has helped to build a

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S Page 3

Parish on the Mount of Grace
Alex Liepa

since Groneberg’s oldest son showed up in 1947, and
ayear later his wife came with the other three sons,
after aflight that is anovel in itself.

First the .builders of Heilsberg could do no more
than build temporary barracks for themselves to l ive
in while they worked, and it took nearly two years,
rmtil June, 1948, before the first twelve family homes,
placed around the tall wooden cross and the foundations
of the church, could be dedicated. Yet by that time
some 180 men were busy constructing homes, and other
projects, lending the development its unique character
h a d b e e n s t a r t e d .

At the dedication the new town was given aname.
And the name Heilsberg, chosen in referendum among
builders and their families, is one that in translation
m e a n s “ M o u n t o f G r a c e . ”

ALutheran pastor had served the little community
since 1947, and was among the first ten settlers to take
permanent residence in the new family homes. Yet,
already before that, he had more to take care of than
the development community. While the homes were
built at one end of hilltop, “Hilfswerk” was also develop¬
ing ahome for orphaned and homeless refugee boys
a t t h e o t h e r e n d .

The first inmates of the boys’ camp were mostly
youth rounded up in the nearby Frankfurt by the U. S.
mi l i tary pol ice. They were boys who had lost the i r
parents either through death or the confusion of the
refugee flood. They had nothing better to do than hang
around the city’s ruined blocks and deal in the black
market, rapidly creating anew post-war “underworld.”

The first “homes” for about 100 youth brought to
Heilsberg were tents donated by the Frankfurt military
police. But the idea was by no means to isolate the
youngsters. They were basically good boys who needed
shelter, needed food, needed an opportunity to learn a
t rade and, above a l l , needed Chr is t ian env i ronment . To¬
day the 85 (ages 15-25) who live in the Heilsberg camp
either learn atrade in the austere but adequate work¬
shops of Heilsberg donated by the Swiss Evangelical
mission or work as apprentices in factories of near-by
c i t i e s .

>HE LUTHERAN CHURCH of the Holy Spirit at
Heilsberg is one of post-war Germany’s rubble
churches built in part by Lutheran World Action

dollars. Austere and simple and rather small it does not
even have enough of aspire to place abeU in it. The
bell hangs on atimber belfry outside the church itself.
But the small emergency church is center and the heart
of the town of Heilsberg, aunique post-war community
built on the top of asteep hill overlooking ancient Bad
V i l b e l a n d t h e o r c h a r d s t h a t f a l l o f f t o w a r d t h e R i v e r
Taunus, north of Frankfurt am Main

Heilsberg houses 2,700 people. About half live in
neat semi-attached one-family homes amid vegetable
gardens. The other half inhabits three-story apartment
houses and more of that type of .housing is under con¬
struction. There are many roads between the homes
and the houses but, like the spokes of awheel, all the
roads converge upon the little church.

Ten years ago there was no such place as Heilsberg.
The barren hilltop was scarred by trenches. Aformer
German army training ground, it had come under U. S.
military jurisdiction, but nobody seemed to have use for it.

Nonetheless, people laughed when Dr. Otto Fricke,
aGerman pastor and leader of the newborn welfare
agency “Hi l fswerk,” suggested that aChr ist ian com¬
munity for uprooted refugees could be bui l t on the
nameless hil l . He had no money, he had no equip¬
ment and, since nobody had building material, he
proposed to carry rubble bricks to the hill from the
ruins of near-by Frankfurt. Neither did he have quali¬
fied construction workers. He merely wanted to spread
the word among the Protestant parishes of Hesse that
those who had faith should come and try to build
n e w h o m e s a n d n e w l i v e s f o r t h e m s e l v e s .

1

r

Ten years later, when Ivisited Heilsberg and stood
in front of the small emergency church, aman passed
us hobbling heavily on crutches. He had no legs, but
Iwas told he was among the very first builders of Heils¬
berg.

A f o r m e r G e r m a n o f fi c e r, G o t t h a r d S c h i l l e r l o s t
both legs in the battle of El Alamain, Africa, but he
was among the first dozen men who took turns using
the all too few spades that were the only equipment
of the pioneers of Heilsberg. He worked alongside men
like Paul Groneberg, amember of the East Prussian
pietist group, who could not go home after release from
POW camp because East Prussia had been incorporated
in the Soviet Union. Mr. Groneberg had left wife and
four sons in East Prussia, and the only news from there
were gruesome stories about rape, deportation, starvation
in concentration camps and outright murder of the Ger¬
man population.

Paul Groneberg believed that —God willing —his
family might still show up. And if they showed up,
they would need ahome, so he, too, joined the builders
of Heilsberg.

Today, the family lives in Heilsberg —all of them.

Some are orphans, some are fatherless, some come
from families that just cannot afford to give their boys
adecent life, all are refugees from all the corners of
Europe where Germans used to live but can live no
longer.

The latest arrivals are four boys who with their
ethnic German parents were deported to Kasachstan in
S o u t h e r n S i b e r i a i n 1 9 4 6 f o r s l a v e w o r k i n S o v i e t
“kolchoses” and were kept there for ten years.

The problem of these boys is that they need not only
shelter and an opportunity to learn auseful trade, but
also that they have had no schooling to speak of and

M r . L i e p a i s a n N L C N e w s B u r e a u N e w s W r i t e r ,
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activities in which about ahundred teen-age boys and
over ahundred girls take part regularly.

T h e c h u r c h w i t h i t s 3 5 0 s e a t s i s u s e d f o r a d u l t B i b l e

classes, community meetings, lectures and film shows,
as well as for Sunday worship with an average attend¬
a n c e o f a b o u t 3 0 0 . S i n c e s o m e 6 0 0 R o m a n C a t h o l i c
refugees have joined the Lutherans of Heilsberg, this
means that roughly 17 per cent of the Lutherans are
in church every Sunday —nothing much in America,
but quite an achievement in post-war Germany, where
church attendance is said to range from one to about
10 per cent of the Protestant population.

Similarly, the stewardship of the Heilsbergers may
not impress by American Lutheran standards. But, like
all Germans, the settlers were brought up on the idea
t h a t “ t h e c h u r c h i s t h e r e ” a n d t h a t a l l n e e d s o f t h e
church are taken care of by church taxes, collected by
the State just like income tax. From there they have
gone along way toward asounder concept.

Basically, Heilsberg and its church-centered institu¬
tions were built and will be further developed by its
own people. Swiss and American Protestant gifts have
merely helped to overcome obstacles that would have
been insurmountable under post-war Germany’s eco¬
n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s .

For instance, the rubble church might not have been
finished i f $10,000 in Lutheran World
Action funds had not been granted in
1949, when the church was begun but
c o u l d n o t b e fi n i s h e d b e c a u s e i n 1 9 4 8

West German currency reform had wiped
out all private savings and most of the
Church ’s reserve funds as wel l .

'The “strategic aid” grant from LWA
in 1949 is appreciated as such in Heils¬
berg, but has by no means led the Heils¬
bergers to lie down and wait for more
foreign aid. Atall wooden cross behind
the new Kindergarten-Youth Center al¬
ready marks the site of the larger, last¬

ing church the Heilsbergers will build for themselves.
However, since this is a“different” German parish,

the church must wait until aparish house will be
finished, and the parish house will be of atype better
known in America than in Germany —for meetings
and other activities of acommunity striving to make
i ts church acen te r fo r a l l .

The goal may still be far off. There may be many
setbacks on the way to it. Nonetheless, Heilsberg has
become acenter of interest not only for visiting Ameri¬
cans, but for other German churches as well. As Dr.
Freudenberg said, “We can do afew things in Heilsberg
that cannot "be done in older, tradition-bound German
parishes.”
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must even get used to living in houses that differ from
the dug-outs in which they grew up in Siberia.

The barracks in which the boys live may seem lux¬
urious to those back from Russia, but they certainly
are no luxury even by German standards, and currently
“Hilfswerk” and the Heilsberg community are about
to build permanent structures on the youth camp site.
Aboys’ community house has already been finished.
The rest will follow, and, even if it takes time, every¬
body agrees that beginning with the time when nothing
better was there than the tents, at least some of the
many post-war refugee boys in the Frankfurt area have
been saved for society and for. Christian life through
the camp at Heilsberg.

The pastor who takes care of the boys, as well as
the rapidly growing Heilsberg settlers’ community, is
Dr. AdoH E. Freudenberg, aman whose story is no less
unique than that of the community he serves.

Acareer diplomat, he had been in the service of the
German foreign office for 13 years and had reached the
age of 41 when Hitler’s methods in foreign policy and
the Nazi oppression of Christians and Jews made Dr.
Freudenberg quit his job and take up theological studies.
He was graduated from the University of Berlin in 1938
but refused ordination in Germany because of his own
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e C h r i s t i a n r e s i s t a n c e m o v e m e n t
and his wife’s Jewish ancestry. After a
s h o r t m i n i s t r y t o a G e r m a n L u t h e r a n
congregation in Great Britain, Dr. Freu¬
denberg went to Switzerland to help refu¬
gees from Germany, remaining in refugee
work throughout the war and post-war
years. He was associated with' the World
Council of Churches and cooperated
closely with the late Dr. S. Mitchelfelder,
e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e L u t h e r a n
World Federation, until 1947; when he
was called to Heilsberg.

Thus Heilsberg has become the first
permanent parish for the 62-year-old pas¬
tor, and he in tends to remain there un t i l re t i rement a l¬
though, or rather because the ministry in Heilsberg is
strenuous and challenging.

The walls of the study Dr. Freudenberg has added
to his Heilsberg settlers’ home are heavily weighted with
thick German theology volumes, but the tall, broad
shouldered, only slightly graying pastor has aweather-
bitten face and calloused hands. He looks exactly like
one would picture apioneer pastor, and that is what he
is in more than one sense of the word.

The main concern of the builders of Heilsberg has
been, from the beginning to create achurch-centered
community. The results may be startling, if measured
by American church standards but, as Dr. Freudenberg
puts it, “We can do afew things here that could not
be done in an old, tradition-bound German parish.”

For instance, over thirty women and several men of
the Heilsberg Lutheran congregation, are engaged in a
regular visitation evangelism program. Although the
children have three weekly hours of religious instruction
at school, they also attend special children’s Sunday
ices and Sunday school. The latest achievement of the
builders of Heilsberg is aspacious, well-equipped, all¬
brick house for the Christian kindergarten and for youth

/ i

I I I h a v e l e a r n e d a n y t h i n g
i t i s t h a t p i t y i s m o r e i n ¬
t e l l i g e n t t h a n h a t r e d , t h a t
mercy i s be t te r even than
j u s t i c e , t h a t i l o n e w a l k s
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d w i t h

f r i e n d l y e y e s o n e m a k e s
good fr iends.

-.4
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Christian Liberality
Dr. Ernes t D. N ie lsen

In any discussion of what the churches of America
are doing today, the subject of stewardship holds a
central place. Christian benevolence is of enormous
significance in the life of the' Chm'ch. Upon it depends
expansion and development of any phase of the Church’s
work. As never before, dm’ing this century, we are
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e f u t u r e o f t h e C h u r c h . T h e r e i s a

double concern expressed in the Faith and Life Advance.
Ilike to speak of the first as the Church’s concern

for the Christian witness in every area of human fife.
There is no Christian institution which touches life at
so many vital points as the congregation or parish. It
is part of the Church’s missionary responsibility to do
something about the unchurched communities in need
of the spiritual ministry of the Church.
The task ahead of us requires an effective
home missions program.

Second, there is aplace for the Chris¬
tian witness in education. This particular
concern i s no t new to us . The Lu theran
Church is and always has been ateach¬
ing church. Ido not believe that Ineed
to say more about this point at this time.

VWiat we need io stress throughout
t h e s y n o d , a s w e w o r k w i t h t h e F a i t h
a n d L i f e A d v a n c e , i s t h a t t h e C h u r c h ' s
c o n c e r n a b o u t h o m e m i s s i o n s a n d C h r i s ¬
tian Higher Education is not new; what
is new is the Church's understanding of
the urgency of the situation.

This explains why we are launching
the Faith and Life Advance. The support of benevolent
causes in the Church is as old as Christianity itself. It
is not aclever modern invention for the- gathering of
funds. It is atime honored practice rooted in something
far more fundamental than being merely agood neigh¬
bor. We must not forget that any benevolent cause is
aided by the good example of generous givers as is seen
in the case of the Macedonians, whom the Apostle Paul
praised for their liberality as he appealed to the Chris¬
tians in the wealthy city of Corinth to match the gener¬
osity of the Macedonians. Agood example of generous
giving on the part of Christian men and women is a
powerful incentive to others. For the sake of the full
impact of the Faith and Life Advance upon the total
life of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church let
the story of generous giving —wherever it takes place
— b e t o l d !

There are Christian motivations for giving. The very
highest motive is that which is centered in our under¬
standing of what Christ has done for us. How does
the Apostle Paul express it? “I do not mean this as a
command. Ionly want to test the genuineness of your
love by the devotion of others. You know how gracious
the Lord Jesus Christ was. Though He was rich, He
became poor for your sake, in order that by His poverty
you might become rich.” (2 Cor. 8:8,9). '

The riches that he speaks about as conferred upon
them by Christ are spiritual, of course. Yet, the point

that Paul makes is that when our monetary gifts are
given to the right things they become avenues leading
to spiritual enrichment.

Where is the congregation that does not feel that
it has something to offer, that it perhaps even excels
in one or several of its services to its .people? The
challenge of the Faith and Life Advance may well be
expressed in Paul’s own words: “You must excel in
this generous undertaking, too.” (2 Cor. 8:7). It is very
true, indeed, that Paul’s appeal for funds was not for
home missions nor for achurch college; it was for the
poor in Jerusalem. However, his concern was not simply
for the need which had to be met, but also for the larger
issues involved. For Christian liberality is akind of test.

It puts anumber of questions before us.
The possible failure to respond to Chris¬
t i a n c a u s e s i s n o t w i t h o u t s e r i o u s c o n ¬

sequences. Questions like these cannot
be brushed aside, if we are to meet the
goal of the Faith and Life Advance. Are
w e c o m m i t t e d C h r i s t i a n s ? W h a t a b o u t
the genuineness of our professed love?
A r e w e a c r e d i t t o C h r i s t ? A r e w e s o w ¬
ing sparingly? Do we honor God? Are
we faithful in what we profess? Do we
thank God for the indescribable gift of
His Son? These are the larger issues
invo lved. Hence, the quest ion o f the
Faith and Life Advance has deep per¬
sonal implications. It is not enough for
us to ask, what effect will the Faith and

Life Advance have upon the future of our home mis¬
sions program and Grand View College? There is a
corollary question. What effect will it have upon you
a n d m e ?

There is something exciting and dramatic about estab¬
lishing new congregations. It is not too difficult for
people to grasp what it is all about. The tremendous
growth of suburban centers in metropolitan areas and
the increase of population in many smaller towns make
an effective home missions program imperative. Besides
the need for new churches, we are concerned about the
values and the needs of our own church college. Here,
permit me to quote President Harold Taylor of Sarah
Lawrence College.

“I believe that education can change societies and
does change people ... It is very easy to keep people
out of school and college ...But the way to raise the
level of the intellectual ability of the American people
is to adapt our educational system to the variety of
heeds which our people have, to meet them where they
are, and to raise them to where they might be.”

If this can be done in an atmosphere of Christian
influence, as we strive to do in our church college, won’t
you admit that it ought to be done, and that such an
opportunity should be extended to as many as possible?
To do this takes money. However, we must not forget
that our educational mission at Grand View College is
part of the Church’s task. The Lord’s great commis-

( C o n t l n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )
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the home for the aged at an approximate expenditure
of $4,000. The property is called the Bethel Home. It
started operation July 1, 1950, (was dedicated November
11, 1950), and has accommodated 19-20 aged men and
women plus astaff of 4-5 ever since. The Lutheran
Welfare Society is grateful to the coal miners at Wayne
for their generosity and the interest that they stiU take
in our work at Wayne. Words cannot express our ap-

'preciation and we know that it is mutual. (The Dalum
people have helped in many different ways.) But the
greatest undertaking as far as we have come is the new
Bethany Chronic hospital with 41 beds, fully modern.
Of this hospital Mr. Dresen has much to say in every
detail but Iwill just mention the location and the cost.

It is so designed and located on the grounds that
windows together v/ith parlors and sun decks face south,
giving its occupants abeautiful view of the city of Cal¬
gary, and foothi l ls with the Rocky Mountains in the
background. The cost is $204,500 shared with the pro¬
vincial and federal governments.

Ican’t help but quote what Mr. Dresen has to say
about future plans:

“It is now ten and one-half years since the society
started its operation and there is stiU agreat deal of
service which we set out to do that has not as yet been
accomplished. There are many children from broken
h o m e s w h o l i v e w i t h o u t t h e l o v e a n d i n fl u e n c e a r e a l
Christian home could give them. We are looking for¬
ward to the day when such service by the grace of God
may be apart of the society’s service. The society also
has preliminary plans for anew fuUy modern fireproof
building. This building will accommodate one hundred
aged men and women. The cost is estimated to be about
$400,000. With the extraordinary good comfort and
recreation facilities planned for this building, our aged
should enjoy areaUy happy autumn; and we must re¬
member that some day we could be among those who
are no longer able to care for themselves, and what real
right could any one of us have to expect the mercy of
others if we, during our good years, have shown none
ourselves. Let us therefore trust in God and continue
t o d o H i s w o r k . ”

Welfare in Canada
E x t r a c t f r o m " A s h o r t h i s t o r y o f t h e L u t h e r a n
Welfare Society in Alberta" written by the so¬
ciety's secretary, G. H. Dresen.

In the year 1944, the annual convention of the United
Evangelical Lutheran Church, West Canada district, de¬
cided to accept additional Christian responsibilities by
entering the field of welfare work among the aged, the
orphans and Chronic-ill in our communities.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n e l e c t e d a c o m m i t t e e o f f o u r . T h i s
committee called several meetings during the fall of
1944 and the spring of 1945.

Although not belongmg to the same synod, Iwas
invited to join in the work and Imust admit that it has
enriched my life to share with these men not only the
responsibilities but also the blessings in what has been
accomplished. Our congregation in Dalum as well as
people outside the congregation have supported the work
splendidly, not least the Ladies’ Aid.

Now back to Mr. Dresen’s history:
On March, 3, 1945, the Lutheran Welfare Society in

Alberta, came into existence by being incorporated in
Edmonton, Alberta, under the Societies’ Act, with power
to operate ahome or homes for aged and infirm and
orphans’ homes. In 1955 the charter of the society was
amended, thereby obtaining power to operate hospitals.

Immediately after incorporation, the elected board
of trustees began asearch for asuitable place for aHome
for the Aged. The Riley estate located at 1918-8 Avenue
N. W., Calgary, with its 4% acres of land appeared to
be the most suitable. The lovely old home was not
built with ahome for the aged in mind, but the 4%
acres of land promised great things for the future. Here
was room for almost unlimited expansion. It was there¬
fore decided to purchase, the price was $10,000.

Here the society met its first real test. Here was a
piece of property it wanted, but it had no money with
which to pay for it. Our people had been generous with
their advice and criticism, but they had not as yet been
asked for money. It was necessary to test them on this
point and Iam happy to say that they came through
with flying colors, (I remember that at one time Ibrought
in $1,100 from Daliun).

The $10,000 was collected as outright gifts and the
property paid for in full. It was decided to adopt the
name “Bethany Home.” It went into operation in June,
1946, and has cared for 18 to 19 aged men and women
w i t h a s t a f f o f f o u r t o fi v e e v e r s i n c e . I t h a s b e e n

necessary for the society to spend about $6,000 on re¬
novation and maintenance of the Bethany Home during
the ten years of operation.

In the early part of 1950, the society acquired addi¬
tional property from the coal miners at Wayne, Alberta,
(Dalum is about 6-7 miles from Wayne), namely, their
hospital and afive-room house. It had been built in
1928 and located in the town of Wayne but was no longer
used. The miners transferred these buildings to the
Lutheran WeKare Society as agift with aclear title
except for the stipulation that the society operate the
building in some kind of welfare work for five years.
The society renovated the hospital to suit the needs of

( (

The hospital was dedicated March 25, 1956, and that
was agreat day. Many people were present and they
all admired the work that has been done. The program
was very good and spirit excellent.

P. R a s m u s s e n .

Why should Igive money to save the heathen abroad
when there are heathen in my own country?

Why should Igive money to save those in other parts
of the cormtry when there are needy ones in my
o w n s t a t e ?

Why should Igive for those in other parts of the state
when there are needy ones in my own coimty?

Why should Igive to the poor of the county when
my own church needs money?

Why should Igive to the church,when my own family
wants i t?

Why should Igive to my family what Iwant myself?
WHY? Because Iam aChr i s t i an and no t ahea then .

—from Cozad, Nebraska Annual.
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preparing for your coming with happy anticipation and will
do their best to make your stay in “The Port City” enjoyable.

Al l pastors and delegates must send their registrat ions
a n d c r e d e n t i a l s t o t h e c h a i r m a n o f o u r c o m m i t t e e i n c h a r g e
o f t h e s e , M r s . G e o r g e W. H a n s e n , 1 2 3 6 M o n t g o m e r y Av e n u e ,
Muskegon, Michigan, by July 15.

Other convention participants are urged to register with
the Registration and Credentials Committee by August 1st.
We wi l l guarantee to provide housing accommodations for
all the convention personnel, pastors and delegates but may
not be able to provide housing for aU convention guests. We
shall try to accommodate as many as may come.

In order that we may make adequate preparat ions we
urge that you:

1. Note careful ly the registrat ion dates and register
i n t i m e ;

2. Notify us as early as possible, if for some reason
you must cancel your registration, that we do not
ho ld open hous ing fo r you wh ich may be made
a v a i l a b l e t o o t h e r s ;

3 . Not i fy us i f you want Mote l or Hote l accommo¬
dations reserved for you very early, s ince this is
aresort area and such may not be available unless
r e s e r v e d a t a n e a r l y d a t e .

Regis t ra t ion cards wUl be sent to the pastors in due
t i m e . W e s u g g e s t t h a t a l l c o n v e n t i o n g u e s t s u s e t h e s e . D e ¬
tails about travel information will be supplied later.

George W. Hansen, President.
Edwin E. Hansen, Pastor.
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7 9 t l i A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n
o f t h e

American Evangelical Lutheran-Church
M U S K E G O N , M I C H I G A N

AUGUST 14-19. 1956

T h e 7 9 t h a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h w i l l b e h e l d a t S a m u e l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
Houston at Eighth Street, Muskegon, Michigan, August 14-
19, 1956, upon invitation of Central Lutheran Church, be¬
longing to our synod, 25 Merrill Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan.
S a m u e l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h b e l o n g s t o t h e A u g u s t a n a E v a n ¬
gel ica l Lutheran Church. A l l main meet ings and serv ices
wil l be held at the Samuel Lutheran Church. The opening
service will take place Tuesday, August 14 at 8p. m., there.
The business of the convention will commence Wednesday,
August 15 at 9a. m.

All congregations of the synod are expected to be repre¬
sented at the convention by delegates chosen according to
the by- laws of the synod deal ing with such matters. The
n a m e s o f d e l e g a t e s m u s t b e s u b m i t t e d i n w r i t i n g b y t h e
officers of the respective congregations to the credentials
c o m m i t t e e o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n i n t i m e t o b e i n t h e h a n d s o f
this committee by July 15. The names of the delegates must
be certified by the secretaries of the respective congregations.
( N a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m ¬
mit tee wi l l appear in the invi tat ion f rom Central Lutheran
Church printed below.) All ministers of the synod and others
who have vot ing r ights should at tend the convent ion and
s h o u l d a l s o h a v e t h e i r n a m e s i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s
committee by July 15.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a U t h e b u s i n e s s w h i c h i s
s u b m i t t e d t o i t a c c o r d i n g t o r u l e s l a i d d o w n i n t h e s y n o d
b y - l a w s a n d t h o s e g o v e r n i n g t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s , m i s s i o n s , a c t i v i ¬
t i e s a n d a u x i l i a r i e s o f t h e s y n o d .

A l l r e p o r t s t o c o m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n m u s t b e i n t h e
h a n d s o f t h e s y n o d p r e s i d e n t b y M a y 2 0 .

Attention is called to the following provision in the synod
c o n s t i t u t i o n :

Just Suppose
Suppose the membership of your church were limited
to one hundred people.

Would you be “in” or “out”?
Suppose you had to “run” for church membership as can¬
d i d a t e s r u n f o r o f fi c e .

Would you win or lose?

Suppose memberships were good for one year only, and
that re-election depended upon the good you had done in
the church during that time.

Would you be re-elected?

“Every member shall be privileged to submit topics
for discussion to the convention. These topics shall be
sent to the president of the synod, who shall publish
t h e m a t l e a s t s i x w e e k s p r i o r t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n . ”

Such topics must be at my address at least by July 1st
in order to be published in LUTHERAN TIDINGS, July 5th
i s s u e .

Suppose there were along waiting hst of those desiring
to get in.

The meetings and services of the convention will be open
to all members and friends of the synod. Announcement con¬
cerning lodging and meals wi l l fo l low from the host con¬
gregation.

Would your name appear on the list?
Suppose you were called upon to tell why you thought
your church should keep your name on its roll.

Have you arecord of helpful services to offer in
s e l f - d e f e n s e ?

The Annual Report will be published and forwarded to ali
delegates and pastors in time for study before the convention.

Important issues will be brought before the convention for
consideration and decision. It is suggested that LUTHERAN
TIDINGS and the Annual Report be given conscientious at¬
tention by all members of the synod, especially pastors and
delegates.

Suppose every member of the church did just as much
as you are doing now.

Would more seats be needed, or would the doors
be shut and nailed?

May we sincerely accept the guidance and enlightenment
of God’s Word and Spirit in order that we willingly and faith¬
ful ly may be ready to serve His wil l and purpose through
our synod convention.

A n o n y m o u s .

P E A C E
A l f r e d J e n s e n .

1232 Pennsylvania Avenue, Des Moines 16, Iowa.
April 15, 1956.

Ibelieve that this problem (of war and peace) has
been solved by the hydrogen bomb
never aga in be awor ld war. The knowledge tha t a
world war would mean world-wide destruction, perhaps
the end of civilization, will surely now lead to permanent
peace. But it is your generation that will have the job
of working out the means of preventing disaster ...
of developing safeguards against paranoiac demagogues
who might make nations rabid.

t h a t t h e r e w i l l

C o n v e n t i o n I n v i t a t i o n
April 20, 1956

'The Central Bethlehem Lutheran congregat ion. Ransom
Street, at Delaware Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan, is pleased
to extend ahearty invitation to pastors, delegates and mem¬
bers of our synod to attend the annual synodical convention
which will be held here August 14-19, 1956. Our people are Dr. Linus Pauling.
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R o c k a n d R o l l P l u s G r a d u a t i o n
This article appeared in the May issue of the LU¬

THERAN LANTERN, the newsletter of the Lake Mich¬
igan District and was written by Rev. Harry S. Andersen,
o f t h e J u h l - G e r m a n i a c h u r c h e s .

PcUfiMX^ l/f044ik
American Evangelical Lutheran

Youth Fellowship
l i i i

i i p p i i

In 1940, we were sentimental dreamers, singing such
songs as “When You Wish Upon AStar,” “Indian Sum¬
mer,'
b o w .

revolt against our thoughts of fantasy. But you “seven-
t e e n s ” o f ’ 5 7 a r e t h e a c t i v i t i s t s d o i n g t h e “ C h i c k e n ”
(Perish the Thing), and balancing with rock and roll
music. Alas, the sophisticated varnish of 1940 is gone.
Yes, even the hillbilly and western ballads have been
r e v i v e d f r o m t h e t w e n t i e s a n d t h i r t i e s .

In ’60, they will be singing my songs again. You
mus t unde rs tand t ha t t he re i s s t i l l a f u tu re f o r me . Bu t
whatever the song, “seventeen” is awonderful time to
b e a l i v e .

One of the events which make i t wonderful is “Grad¬
uation.” Now we have May and June with the spring
flowers, walks along pathways with your best girl or
beau, trading pictures, the prospect of ajob, going to
college; the dismemberment of the class, the end of
high school, which, after all, was awonderful experience.
But graduation, mingled with joy of accomplishment;
the challenge of new experience, new freedom, new
independence; the sadness of closing doors behind; leav¬
ing the old school, the old meeting place at the comer
drugstore; they all add up to make graduation an im¬
portant milestone in life.

These several moods lend alasting importance to
this day. So graduating high school seniors. Congratu¬
lations and good work ahead. Don’t congratulate your¬
selves, let others do that, but for you to stay on the
“Rock”, “Roll” up your sleeves, and go to work. You
have abig task ahead of you. Roll with the hard blows
of this busy world, but keep active. Don’t become the
dreamer of 1940, but not the visionary of 1960 either.
Be active today. You’ve cut your own class of music.
You’ve also aunique contribution to give to the world.
Dream some, but do alot.

Above all, keep yourself humble before God and
let Him guide you in to the future. Graduat ion lays
new responsibilities upon you. Many of these responsi-
bihties will not wear well and easily at first. But de¬
termine that you will wear them well. Be dependable
at college or at your first full-time job. Develop and
appreciate the rights and freedoms of your fellow men
while at the same time, cultivate your own faculties to
think rationally. Determine your future by planning
your life. Serve God and your fellow men. Discipline
yourself to pray and to listen in quietness to the voice
of God. These and more make graduation the end of
one segment of life and the initiation into another the
closing of boyhood and girlhood and the entrance of a
gentleman and alady serving God as He directs.

E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

1 1 2 7 6 B a i m a n A v e n u e

Culver City, Calif.
1 Scatter Brain,” and “Somewhere Over The Rain-

Then came the jitter bug mania as sort of a

F l a s h
The Atlantic Distr ict Convention wil l be held

this year at Newark, New Jersey, Jxine 15-17.
The price for the entire week-end is only $6.00.
Send all registrations to Miss Dorothy Petersen,
759 riighland Ave.. Newark, N. J. Include the names
and ages of delegates, thne of arrival, and whether
or not you are driving acar.

Convention Schedule
Friday, June 15

Welcome and registration of delegates; refreshments.
Sa tu rday, June 16

8:00-9:00 a. m. Continued Registration.
9:15 a. m. Opening Devotions.
9:30-11:00 a. m. Business meeting with committee re¬

ports.
12:30 p. m. Luncheon—Swedish meatballs.
2:00-6:00 p. m. Picnic at South Mountain Reservation.

Baseball game and supper.
8:00 p. m. Evening entertainment with games and

square, round, and folk dancing.
Sunday, June 17

11:00 a . m. Church Serv ice w i th Communion .
12:30 p. m. Dinner—Virginia Ham.
1:30 Conclusion of business meeting with election of

o f fi c e r s .
3:00 p. m. Afternoon coffee and farewell'.

Reminder from the Operations India
C o m m i t t e e

Since Gora Tadu, the second Indian student has now
arrived, our efforts to fill the treasury must be increased.
There is three thousand dollars in it now, but another
thousand is needed. §end all contributions to the treas¬
urer, Dale Johnson, Dike, Iowa. Note his change of
address. They also have some books which they feel
are valuable for learning about India. Write to Dale
f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n o n h o w t o r e c e i v e t h e s e b o o k s .

All are published by Friendship Press, New York.
■Fun and Festival from India, by Rose Wright, 1946.

Exploring India, same author, 1946.
Tale from Southeast Asia, by Alice Hudson Lewis,

1944. Please note:Your editor is going to California to
seek employment (have to eat, you know), so please
send all correspondence to the new address in the mast¬
head.

This Is India, by A. T. Moshur, 1946.
Fun and Festival from India, Pakistan, and Ceylon,

by Irene Wells and Jean Bothwell, 1954
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M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1 0 3 3 S o u t h Te n t h S t r e e t

Maywood, Illinois

T h e a d d r e s s o f t h e t r e a s u r e r o f t h e Wo m e n ’s M i s ¬

sionary Society is now:
Of late years, interest has been awakened in Cathe¬

drals. Restoration has taken place. Art of the medieval
days is copied carefully. Church architects have used
signs, where anumber of persons are shown, to identify
them, and American churches have made use of symbol¬
ism in sculpture, wood carving, stained glass and murals.

In our Des Moines church we have apulpit with the
carved figm-es of the four evangelists. Matthew is hold¬
ing acopy of his gospel and at his feet is amoney bag,
because he was originally atax collector. He is usually
shown as awinged man, for his gospel begins with the
human ancestry of Christ. When shown with the apostles
his sj'mbol is ashield with three purses on it.

Mark is shown with awinged lion at his feet for his
Gospel opens with adescription of the “Voice of one
crying in the wilderness.” He was originally shown
with aclub, the traditional weapon with which he was
s l a i n .

M R S . E L A N I E L S E N
4 8 F i r s t S t r e e t
Edison Township
Fords, New Jersey.

Symbolism in the Church
What is asymbol? It may be defined as afamiliar

object used to express an idea. We have many symbols
in our churches but few of us have given very serious
thought to their meaning. At oirr March meeting of the
Ladies’ Aid in Des Moines Iwas asked to present a
little information on symbols and it was later suggested
that possibly this should be shared with other friends
who might be interested. Iwill therefore try to cover
briefly atopic so vast that books have been written on it.

It is supposed that some signs or symbols were used
in the early days of Christianity. ALatin cross might
be inscribed upon the tomb of atrue believer to signify
that he had died in the Christian faith. Early Christians
employed symbolism freely in the catacombs also. How¬
ever, the golden age of symbolism was not reached until
the middle ages. Just enough remains to prove that
every medieval church was agreat picture book. There
was no decoration merely for decorations sake. Every
detail had its meaning. Symbols in those days were
used as an identifying label. The medieval peasant
was o f ten unab le to read o r wr i te and in o rder to d is¬
t inguish certa in figures on the al tar or reredos the
sculptor would place some familiar object in the hands
of the figures, usually the instrument of his martyrdom.
T h u s o u r L o r d w a s s h o w n w i t h a s m a l l L a t i n c r o s s i n
His hand. Where the twelve Apostles were shown each
one carried some familiar object to identify them. In
those days, when the peasantry were unable to read, such
signs had their value.

It cannot be denied that in the medieval church,
beautiful art in many cases interfered in the soul’s simple
worship of i ts Lord and Master. That is one of the
reasons that following the Reformation so much art was
destroyed. However, Martin Luther said, “Would to
God that Icould persuade those who can afford it to
paint the whole Bible on their houses, inside and outside,
so that all might see; this would indeed be aChristian
w o r k . F o r I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t i t i s G o d ’ s w i l l t h a t w e

should hear and learn what He has done, especially what
Christ suffered. But when Ihear these things and medi¬
tate upon them, Ifind it impossible not to picture them
in my heart, ’t^ether Iwant to or not, when Ihear of
Christ, ahuman form hanging upon across rises up on
my heart; just as Isee my natural face reflected when
I l o o k i n t o t h e w a t e r . N o w i f i t i s n o t s i n f u l f o r m e
to have Christ’s picture in my heart, why should it be
sinful to have it before my eyes?”

Luke has awinged ox at his feet for this Gospel gives
the fu l l es t acco imt o f t he sac r i fic ia l dea th o f ou r Lo rd .
He was originally shown with ashort handled ax.

John is shown with an eagle, for his Gospel soars
h e a v e n w a r d .

The lion, ox and eagle refer also to Revelations 4:7
which says that the first living creature shall be like
alion, the second like an ox, the third with the face
of aman, and the fourth like aflying eagle.

In the center of one of our large stained glass windows
w e h a v e t h e C r o s s a n d t h e C r o w n . T h e C r o s s s t a n d s
for the death of our Saviour, the Crown for victory. This,
therefore, symbolizes “victory over death.” On the other
side of the church in the large window is the open Bible.
This represents the word of God. Sometimes this’ has
the letters, “V.D.M.A.” under it which stands for the
Latin, “The Word of God endures forever.” IPeter 1:25.

Hanging high over the center aisle we have aship
named “Hjemad.” In our Danish churches this is not
unique. However, we are the only church in Des Moines
that has this symbol and we recently had an article,
together with apicture of our ship on the church page
of our local paper. Most of you who read this will know
that translated its name is “Homeward” and that it repre¬
sents the Church, sailing to one port. This symbol goes
back more than 1700 years to the Greeks.

The altar is the symbol of the presence of God, also
the s3mbol of sacrifice. On most altars will be found
the first and last letter of the Greek alphabet. Alpha and
Omega, signifying that Christ is the beginning and the
end. If there are two candlesticks on the altar they
represent “I am the light of the World.” In asecondary
sense they represent the twofold nature of our Lord,
h u m a n a n d d i v i n e .

Ihave briefly covered some of the symbols found at
Lu ther Memor ia l Church . Iwou ld l i ke now to l i s t a
few other familiar symbols which are often seen.

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )
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stressed that pastors must guard against thinking too
highly or too lowly of their calling. Rather, they must
be “sounding boards for the Christian message.” Apas¬
tor must make the Word pertinent to the age in which
he l ives.

Following this, the candidate came forward to receive
the charge of the church from the synod’s ordainer, the
Rev. V. S. Jensen. In his talk. Pastor Jensen emphasized
that although there are many questions facing us today,
the only one which has significance for the whole of
Christian life is, “But who do you say that Iam?” It is
the task of the pastor to preach the gospel in such a
manner as to answer this query.

The following pastors gave the Intimation by read¬
ing appropriate Scripture passages: Dr. Ernest D. Niel¬
sen, Dr. Leroy Norquist, the Rev. Gudmund Petersen,
and the Rev. Alfred E. Sorensen. After the laying on
of hands in the apostolic tradition. Pastor V. S. Jensen
gave the Benediction. The service was closed with a
prayer by the Rev. Howard Christensen, reading from
the 96th Psalm.

Following the ceremony, everyone was invited to a
reception in the church parlors. It was afestive day
with friends and family coming from near and far.
Among the immediate family present were Pastor Her-
mansen’s mother, Mrs. V. E. Hermansen of Solvang,
Calif.; brothers, Don of Hay Springs, Nebr., and wife;
Lloyd of Fremont, Nebr., and family; and Tom of Fort
Carson, Colo.; and sister, Mrs. M. B. Stallsworth and
family of San Francisco, Calif. Mrs. Hermansen’s grand¬
mother, Mrs. Ibsine Duus of Tyler, Minn.; parents, the
Rev. and Mrs. Erik K. MoUer of Chicago, 111.; and brother,
Arild, of Chicago, were also present.

We all join in wishing God’s blessings upon Pastor
and Mrs. Hermansen in their work in His Church,

(by Donald Holm and
Folmer H. Farstnip.)

V i t a

To Whom it may Concern:

I, Robert Dale Hermansen, was born on April 9, 1927,
at Hay Springs, Nebraska. Iam the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Victor E. Hermansen, of Hay Springs. My father’s
home was Nysted, Nebraska, and my mother’s home was
Withee, Wisconsin. Iwas baptized by Rev. Aage Moller,
and confirmed by Rev. Ronald Jespersen at St. Peter’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church at Hay Springs.

We had no resident pastor at Hay Springs from about
1936 when Mr. L. C. Laursen, who served us as lay
pastor, moved to Enumclaw, Washington, unt i l Rev.
Er ik K. Mol ler came to serve us in 1946.

Iattended grade school for eight years in arural
school. My high school education was received at the
Hay Springs high school. In April, 1945, one month
prior to my graduation from this high school, Ienlisted
in the U. S. navy medical corp. Iwas in this service
u n t i l N o v e m b e r o f 1 9 4 6 .

The following fall, 1947,1 entered Grand View college
where Icompleted two years of junior college work.
The fall of 1949 Ienrolled in the University of Nebraska
Agricultural college, majoring in agricultural economics
and rural sociology. Before graduating from here in
1953, Ispent ayear farming at Hay Springs. Iwas
married to Elsie Marie Moller in 1951 and to us adaugh¬
ter was bom. Kimberly Ann will be four years old
July 13, 1956. My wife is the daughter of Rev. and
M r s . E r i k K . M o l l e r .

In the fall of 1953 Ienrolled in the seminary of the
AELC at Grand View college for three years theological
training. My seminary internship, which is apart of
our seminary training, was spent at the Nathanael and
Vohner Lutheran churches at .Dagmar, Montana. From
this internship Ireturned to Grand View seminary for
the third and final year of my theological training.

In February of 1956, Ireceived and accepted aletter
of call from the Nathanael and Vohner congregations at
Dagmar. My services begin on July 1, 1956.

Ientered the seminary for training because Iwas
and am convinced that there is agreat need for men
to preach the Christian Gospel. Ifelt and still feel that
my personal service to our Lord and to man is best ful¬
filled in the ministry.

The Grace of God permitting, Iintend to perform
this service to the utmost of my ability.

N

LWR Makes Its First Surplus Grain
Sliipments

New York—(NLC)—The first shipments of surplus
grain released by the U. S. Government to Lutheran
World Relief are being sent to five countries in Europe
and Asia during the second quarter of 1956, it was an¬
nounced here by the Rev. Ove Nielsen, assistant executive
secretary of the material aid agency.

Mr. Nielsen said that LWR is shipping 68 carloads
5,279,000 pounds of surplus grains abroad from April
through June. Included in the shipments are 1,025,000
pounds of flour which was milled from surplus wheat
by Pillsbury Mills, 2,360,000 pounds of rice, 1,334,000
pounds of beans and 560,000 pounds of wheat.

According to Mr. Nielsen, LWR is the first voluntary
agency to have surplus wheat milled in this country for
shipment overseas as flour. Future shipments wiU also
include flour, he said.

Largest of the shipments went to Hong Kong, which
received 1,680,000 pounds of rice, beans and flour. Korea
received 1,250,000 pounds of rice and beans, Formosa
860,000 pounds of beans and flour, Austria 788,000 pounds
of rice, beans, wheat and flour, and Germany 701,000
pounds of rice, beans and wheat.

o r

R o b e r t D . H e r m a n s e n O r d a i n e d

On Sunday afternoon. May 27, 1956, Robert D. Her¬
mansen was ordained into the Christian ministry of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church. The ordination
was held in Luther Memorial church, Des Moines, Iowa.

The ordination service was opened with prayer by
the Rev. A. C. Kildegaard who read selected passages
from the 91st Psalm. 'Pastor Holger P. Jorgensen of the
local church was the liturgist. The choir of Luther Me¬
morial sang, “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” with George
Bruner as so lo is t .

The candidate was presented for ordination by the
Rev. Erik K. Moller. In his presentation address he
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implication involves the idea that our College and Semi¬
nary are in such critical condition that it is time to
put them into the hands of receivers. Can this be true,
in the light of the fact that our Synod has not only
succeeded nobly and in short order in providing the
needed facilities for the Seminary, but also is in the
process of mobilizing amost creditable program of de¬
velopment for the College? Is it possible that our
College can be in such aparlous state, when it never
before has had so distinguished afaculty and such sound
leadership as it now enjoys? Does one give over a
successful and expanding concern into the hands of
receivers, or does one rather encourage and support
awinning combinat ion?

There is absolutely no doubt that if we affiliate
w i t h t h e U L C A w e s h a l l f o r t h w i t h e l i m i n a t e o u r S e m i ¬

nary along with our Pension Fund. It is generally
acknowledged that our Pension Fund will be handed
over in full to the larger organization. As to our Semi¬
nary, will anyone stand forth now and give any degree
of assurance whatever that following the union our Semi¬
nary will be preserved, that our Seminary students will' *
not be shifted to ULCA’s seminai’y in Maywood? And
can anyone pretend that following the loss of bur Pension
Fund and Seminary we can any longer continue to exist
as an autonomous church body. It is to be expected
that the dissolution of our Seminary would proceed ac¬
cording to acalculated arrangement whereby the loss of
the Seminary would be offset by an augmentation to our
College. That could very probably become the bait .
The undeniable fact remains that if we do not produce
our own pastors in our own enviromnent we shall have
destroyed our vital force and finally have no justification
for separate identity. This goes for the Pension Fund
as well. All assurances to the effect that our Synod
will retain acertain degree of autonomy are insignificant
alongside the realization of this irreversible situation.

Perhaps the most forceful appearing argument for
affiliation which has been expressed is the one which
concerns itself with our having “a part in the greater
fellowship.” The impression given has been to the
effect that there is something grand and holy inherent
in the amalgamation of large church bodies, the appre¬
ciation of which shall be denied to us if we do not affiliate
now. This greater fellowship is mentioned as solemnly
as if it were atreasure almost beyond human concept
and therefore largely indefinable. And that is just the
point. Is it something definite and identifiable which
can ever be provided for our lay-people, or is it some¬
thing which may be tasted only by such leaders as can
have enough intimate association with the constituents
of ULCA as to become affected by the feeling of greater
fellowship? Is it something unique which belongs to
the leaders, or can it be accessible also to the humble
church member? Or is it something with ano more
substantial current existence than an as yet unfulfilled
ideal? In fact, can this “greater fellowship” ever be
truly experienced here on earth except in smaller groups?

If this “greater fellowship” be real, and if it is related
to the modest and sincere fellowship which does exist
within our small Synod, as has been implied, can it not
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Inescapable Questions
Dr. Arthur V. Jensen

Proponents of the affiliation between our Synod and
ULCA have from time to time, and especially at the
annual convention last year, expressed the seemingly
desirable aspects of the proposed union. These reasons
all sound plausible when stated fast, but when you get
back to the hard reality some of them appear as practical
expediencies cloaked with well-sounding idealism. It
might be useful to look at these arguments one by one
to decide how well they can withstand objective analysis.
It will be necessary to be brief, and this factor alone
can serve to encourage disagreement with the points to
be presented. In any case there is no danger in dis¬
agreement so long as this is openly expressed, since
this can aid in achieving full clarification of the total
issue to those most intimately concerned. And the issue
is the most critical one in the history of our Synod since
it involves its eventual absorption and its ultimate elimi¬
nation as an independent and free body. Its special
reason for existence will still remain, because it is based
on afundamental concept of man’s relationship to God,
but it will become submerged under the superstructure
of ecclesiastical authority and organizational procedure.
Unification demands standardization, and one must ques¬
tion whether spirituality thrives best in the standardized
atmosphere.

Aprincipal argument for the affiliation has been based
on our shortage of ministers. It is, however, an acknowl¬
edged fact that there is aserious shortage of Lutheran
pastors everywhere throughout the country. So far, it
appears that the only tangible proposition which has been
advanced i s t he exped iency o f ama lgamat ing two
churches of different antecedents into one larger congre¬
gation so that one pastor can suffice. Such apolicy may
include elements of practicality, and if that is the goal,
it no doubt has merit, but this idea carried beyond a
certain very limited point resolves itself into pure de¬
featism since it is based on the antithesis of progress.

Furthermore, one should consider the question of
whether we are so critically bad off with respect to our

,need for more pastors, especial ly in the l ight of the
inescapable fact that we have of late been gaining a
number of good pastors for service in our churches from
sources other than our own seminary. It might be re¬
vealing to scrutinize our list of ministers to see how
many received their training in seminaries other than our
own. It is also to be noted that we are ordaining five new
pastors from our own church-family this summer.

Another argument for the affiliation has been to the
effect that we stand to gain financial and other support
for some of our subsidiary activities. The details to sup¬
port this point of view have been notably vague and
indefinite, but it has been mentioned that ULCA has
no college of its own as yet in the Iowa region. The
implication of this, and it can be no more than that,
is that following the fulfillment of the affiliation, the
larger organization will be in aposition to help Grand
View College reach its ultimate destiny. Asecondary

Dr. Jensen i s on the s ta f f o f New York Med ica l
Col lege, New York City.
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just as well be allowed to us, and in just as great a
measure, within the National Lutheran Council, as to
be dependent upon the sacrifice of our independent in¬
dividuality?

There is aserious doubt as to whether the “greater
fellowship” which has been advocated can bear any
relationship or even resemblance to that real and inti¬
mate fellowship which alayman can experience at our
annual convent ions. I t is important that we do not
identify one with the other lest we hereby find our¬
selves on the path to the greatest disappointment of all,
the one which consists of weakening family solidarity
to achieve wider solidarity, only to discover that any
solidarity at all depends upon the preservation of all
the close family ties which have their foundation in a
real tradition and heritage.

The matter of our “isolationism” as an independent
synod has also become an argument for affiliation. It
is especially our leaders who have made much of this
point. It is indeed interesting to have the virtues of
independence interpreted as the evils of isolationism,

*especially in America, and especially with respect to a
Lutheran church . The who le Pro tes tan t church can base
its very existence on the original struggle for freedom
and independence of thought and faith. We might also
consider whether or not atrend toward the original
inevitable ethnic isolationism is any longer asignificant
factor within our churches. It would certainly appear
that there has been for agood number of years aslow,
steady, orderly, and definite departure from this con¬
dition. If our leaders will direct asearching gaze over
the current development of many of our churches they
can hardly fail to recognize ahealthy growth based in
large part on community acceptance, with but little,
evidence of hindrance by language barriers. The ex¬
traordinary accomplishments in Seattle and Circle Pines,
the vigorous activity in Cedarloo and North Cedar, and
the courage demonstrated in Hartford and other
gregations where ambitious programs of relocation are
in force do not support any suspicions that we suffer
from the creeping paralysis of isolationism.

The most startling of all the arguments presented in
favor of affiliation has been pivoted around the state¬
ment that “if we do not affiliate now we shall miss an
historic opportunity.” That assertion is really adandy;
it can scare us right into awordless and non-resistant
conformity. But one cannot help reflecting, nonetheless,
on whether it is we who are missing the opportunity
or some other body. What is this.ominous emergency
which threatens to the extent that we must concede
now? What, plainly, is the rush? Is it the better part
of wisdom to expedite or otherwise force amatter with
such profound implications to our future? If the future
should prove beyond doubt that affilation is inevitable
to avoid dying on the vine, then the affiliation can take
place in the future, and we can then conceivably proceed
with the negotiations with sufficient assurance that
are doing the right thing. At the present time there
exists no overall emergency. We are definitely advanc¬
ing on all sides. We do not right now have all we should
like to have in the way pf money, educational and church
facilities, and number of ministers in service, but let
the leaders take note that there exists within the laity
of our Synod astrong and solemn faith in the future
of our Synod. This has been demonstrated numberless
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A n s w e r t o Ve n d e l b o e N i e l s e n a n d O t h e r s :

It is no secret that “all power not exphcitly lodged
in the ULCA is retained by the synod,
could it be lodged? It is also true that the ULCA shall
not meddle with the internal affairs of the synods. The
32 synods have jealously guarded their autonomy in the
past. Ihope they will do so in the future.

I t should be o f in terest to Mr. Vendlboe Nie lsen and
others who view the ULCA as akind of autocratic state
that rules men, their means and minds with a“big
stick” to read an editorial in the Christian Century,
February 8, 1956, on the heresy trials in the Northwest
Synod and the inability of the ULCA to do anything
about it. May Iquote from Section 11, p. 167:

I‘In the long run, the United Lutheran Church will
need an altered structure to keep American Lutheranism
healthy and whole. As now set up it has no authority
in constituent synods or their congregations or seminaries,
and no official way to enter an affair like this one (and
to enter it imofficially with the danger of repudiation
or rebuff and no constitutional comeback possible has
so far been too forbidding aprospect). This means that
the ULCA is not responsible in the slightest for the
education of the defendants and that early comments
of my own which suggested otherwise were misinformed
and unfortimate. But this also means that the inter-
sjmodical reverberations of an affair like this one could
be very destructive in so loosely structured anational
body, and that there is good reason for the conviction
o f s o m e t h a t n e w v e r t e b r a e a r e n e e d e d . ”

In regards to the amendments to the constitution of
the ULCA pending ratification by the constituent synods.
Iam of the opinion that the president of ULCA will
have more centralized control over the boards by these
changes. It is doubtful he will have more control over
the 32 synods.

When the Lutheran synods which accept the ULCA
invitation meet this coming November to discuss Lu¬
theran unity, it will be interesting to see what kind of
church organization will be proposed. There are weak¬
nesses in the present set-up of the ULCA that Augustana
might consider inadequate for anew church body. Will
it be merger? We voted down affiliation, what in the
world would we do with merger?

We can continue independently, some will say. The
question in my mind is how long 81 little congregations
scattered from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from Canada
to Texas can remain intact, especially if all other Lu¬
theran bodies either merge or affiliate.

There is, of course, one solution —Texas could annex
the whole of AELC and call it the Synod of Texas —
Isalute you, friend Ronald Jespersen, for your
querable spirit. More power to Texas —and the AELC.

W h e r e e l s e

c o n -

u n c o n -

Holger O. Nielsen.
1410 Main Street, Cedar Falls, Iowa.w e

times in the past, is being demonstrated now, and it
will continue in ever-increasing force so long as it can
be met by an equal faith on the part of the leaders. It
is only awavering faith which can prevent us from
recapturing the first fine concentration and consecration
with which our Synod was begun.
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later.) One dollar for the society was collected from
each person present.

At the following Saturday evening fellowship hour
agood program was enjoyed. Commimity singing, fol¬
lowed by choir singing, and instrumental and vocal solos
by local talent. Arecitation by Miss Lyons on the life
of Bach was especially good. Again acoffee break before
we retired after afull day.

Sunday morning the chiuch was crowded at the two
services, Pastor Jensen preaching an inspiring sermon in
English, Pastor Aage Moller in Danish. Pastor Farstrup
and Dr. Jensen served at the communion table.

Dedication of the new unit of the Lutheran Home
took place at 2:30 p.m. Alarge crowd was gathered on
the lawn and aplatform was raised for the speakers.
We were welcomed by Jorgen Andersen, president of
the home board. As atribute to the home he mentioned
ahumorous incident he had heard. One of the men
remarked, “This is awonderful place; there are two
women to each man.” Dr. Alfred Jensen brought sjmodi-
cal greetings and congratulations. B. P. Christensen, the
capable executive manager spoke words of greetings.
Highlight of the occasion was an address by Pastor Vemer
Hansen of Los Angeles. His topic was “The Social Con¬
cern of the Christian” in which he emphasized the works
and deeds of the church for human welfare as seen in
the construction of ahome of this kind. Ahome built
by love means more than aplace built by tax dollars.
After the dedication, coffee was served in the hall, and
there we said goodby to many friends who started im¬
mediately for home.

An invitation to hold the 1957 meeting in Los Angeles
was accepted; also, an invitation was extended from the
Los Angeles congregation to attend its 50th anniversary
celebrat ion on June 10.

The meeting was well attended, and much appreciated,
Iam sure. The meals served by the Solvang ladies in
the ̂ m hall were superb and the hospitality warm and
gracious. The details seemed so well organized.

M a t h i l d e J e n s e n ,
Los Angeles.

District VIEL Meeting
Solvang, Calif., May 4-6

We left Los Angeles Friday noon in Pastor Hansen’s
comfortable car. It was afair day and the drive very
enjoyable on the fine freeways. Nearing Santa Barbara
w e b e c a m e m o r e a n d m o r e a w a r e o f t h e b e a u t i e s o f
nature along the way, and from BueUton to Solvang the
flower-decked mountains the valleys became indescrib¬
ably beautiful together with the colors and shapes of
the cloud formations above, which would take the pen
o f a n a r t i s t t o d e s c r i b e . A l l o f t h i s f o r m e d s o v i v i d a

picture in my mind that some of it stni remains with me
in old, dusty Los Angeles.

On arriving in Solvang we were greeted and assigned
quarters and settled down for arest before the evening
meeting. Friday, at the opening service, welcome greet¬
ings were extended by Pastor Farstrup and the president
of the congregation. The fine sermon was by Pastor
Niels Nielsen. (Pastor Arthur Frost who was scheduled
to speak was prevented by illness.)

Afterwards, coffee was served, where mutual friends
found each other and were introduced to new potential
friends. Assignment of quarters to newcomers continued.

Saturday, the day started with ahymn, followed by
an hour of Bible study by Pastor Owen Gramps, of Wat¬
sonville, who gave amost interesting interpretation of
his subject. We had aheavy schedule for the day with
Pastor Farstrup presiding at the business meeting. Sec¬
retary Anton Nielsen’s report was read and approved,
and Treasurer Nis Pors’ report likewise. (Balance in the
treasury, $218.26.) The summer camp showed asur¬
plus, which is to be kept in aseparate fund to be used
for future meetings.

'The passing of Mrs. N. P. Nielsen was mentioned,
and agreeting was sent to her family stating that we
remember with gratitude her many kind and thoughtful
deeds in behalf of the Solvang Home.

Greetings from the meeting were also sent to older
ministers. Pastors Marckmann and J. K. Jensen, of Pasa¬
dena, and to Pastor Frost expressing hope for his speedy
r e c o v e r y .

The delegates were urged to encourage our young
people to attend the camp at Camp Drake.

The women’s retreat came in for agreat deal of
discussion. It was decided that the district would, if
necessary, support this event to the extent of $100.

Election of officers resulted as follows: President, A.
E. Farstrup; secretary, Anton Nielsen; treasurer, Nis Pors;
district representatives to the home board, Jorgen An¬
dersen, L. C. Foist and Thyra Larsen.

The concensus of opinion seemed to be that Thyra
Larsen, the popular and efficient secretary of the board,
is Solvang’s indispensable woman. After six years on
the board she felt inclined to withdraw, but finally suc¬
cumbed to the persuasion of all and stayed.

At four o’clock Dr. Alfred Jensen spoke on the topic,
“The congregation, the individual and the church at
large” which evoked alengthy discussion by John Mor-
t e n s e n .

After supper, the WMS met for ashort session at
which the women’s retreat at Mt. Cross from August
6-11 was discussed, (the details of which have already
been arranged by 'Thyra Larsen and will be published

t

T h e B i b l e W i l l W i n

Voltaire believed that he had dealt adeath-blow
to Christianity. He had ayoung disciple named LaHarpe,
whose genius and gifted pen he expected would com¬
plete the demolition. He regarded the young aristocrat
and literateur as his successor in his work. The time
came when France reaped the harvest which Voltaire
had sown. The French Revolution broke out, and La¬
Harpe was cast, with ahost of others, into prison. He
and the rest awaiting death did what they could “to
drive dull care away.” But time hung heavy on the
young man’s hands.

No literature found its way into the prison; but
old gentleman had aBook which was his constant
panion, and of which he never seemed to tire. It was a
Bible. LaHarpe begged aloan of it. Its perusal startled
him. “Here,” he said, “is everything to excite curiosity;
and here is also everything to satisfy it!” His life was
saved and he himself converted to God. He came out
of prison to build the faith which his master had hoped
he would utterly destroy.

o n e

c o m -

— S o u r c e U n k n o w n .
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church and school here tonight is not
a m e r e t o k e n o f c o u r t e s y . I n a d e e p e r
sense it is anecessity.

Tonight is on ly asymbol ic gesture,
as such. We do not by this assembly
a n d b y a f e w w o r d s b o n d t o g e t h e r
t h e c h u r c h a n d t h e s c h o o l . W e s i m p l y
p o i n t t o t h e i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n
c h u r c h a n d s c h o o l .

T h e m a n w h o i s a r e l i g i o u s i g n o ¬
r a m u s c a n n o t b e a w h o l e s e r v a n t o f
t h e L o r d G o d . S u c h a m a n h a s n o t
made use of the facu l ty o f mind as
God intended. His ignorance may be
b l i ss to h im , bu t i t i s no t b l i ss fo r
the K ingdom.

On the other hand, the unrel ig ious
inte l lectual is apotent ia l danger. The
wor ld is h is oys ter, he be l ieves ; a l l
he needs to do is earn the gimmicks
needed to open the oys ter. But the
w o r l d i s n o t h i s o y s t e r. “ T h e e a r t h
i s t h e L o r d ’ s a n d t h e f u l l n e s s t h e r e o f . ”

Y e t s o m e k e e p a c t i n g o t h e r w i s e . I f
they are very successfu l temporar i ly
t h e n o n e b e h o l d s a H i t l e r o r a S t a l i n .
T h e l e s s s u c c e s s f u l f o l l o w e r s o f t h i s

wor ld- is-my-oyster phi losophy become
in veirying degrees the vain, the selfish
and the p roud . The wor ld does no t
b e c o m e g o o d b y t h e s e , a n d n e v e r
knows justice and peace when it has
too many dt this kind.

S o , i n c o n c l u s i o n , I u r g e t h a t w e
h a v e t h e p r o p e r r e s p e c t f o r b o t h r e ¬
l i g i o n a n d l e a r n i n g . L e t u s n o t b e ¬
l i e v e w e c a n e x c l u d e t h e o n e f r o m t h e
o t h e r , o r t h a t e a c h i s l i m i t e d t o i t s
o w n c o m p a r t m e n t .

Tr u e w i s d o m o n t h e p a r t o f m a n
begins where knowledge alone leaves
o f f . T r u e w i s d o m w i l l m e a n t h a t w e
wiU have to be intelligent in our prac¬
tice of religion, and that we will have
to be holy in our learning.

M y b e s t w i s h e s i n t h i s d u a l e n -
worthwhile, is hereby extended to the
d e a v o r , a n d i n d e e d f o r a l l t h a t i s
H igh Schoo l Sen io rs o f t he c lasses
o f 1 9 5 6 .

successfully monopolized. We are also
fi n d i n g t h a t o u r p r o b l e m s a r e n o t
solved in merely being able to produce
m o r e . W e a r e fi n d i n g t h a t t l i e d i s t r i ¬
b u t i o n a n d s h a r i n g o f o u r g r a i n s , a n d
our gains, is not so far advanced.
We a re find ing t ha t t o success fu l l y
h a r n e s s t h e a t o m w e h a v e t o m a k e
use of some higher wisdom.

W h a t I a m t r y i n g t o p o i n t o u t i s
t h a t w e h a v e t o fi l l o u r e n d e a v o r s
with ahigher purpose than we some¬
t i m e s d o . I f w e a r e g o i n g t o o r d e r
t h e u n i v e r s e , e v e n j u s t a l i t t l e b i t , f o r
w h a t s h a l l w e o r d e r i t ?

W h a t a r e w e h e r e t o d o ? W h a t

i s o u r t a s k ? I s i t o n l y t o p r o d u c e
more oil, or cotton, or beef?

The other day on the t ra in I found
myself experiencing that which others
h a v e a l s o n o t i c e d . I h e a r d t h e p o r t e r
t e l l t h e c o n d u c t o r t h a t “ t h i s s p a c e ”
got on in Houston and was going to
D e s M o i n e s !

s p a c e ,
a r e w e , a U o f u s ? A r e w e j u s t s p a c e
and baggage tha t jus t occup ies the
earth? Surely, we must be more than
that or w6 have no purpose, no reason
t o b e h e r e .

Wel l , re l ig ion unfo lds the meaning
of our l i ves . I t g ives us deeper in¬
s ights . I t p robes deeper and fur ther
t o h e l p u s d i s c o v e r w h a t m a n i s , a n d
w h a t h e i s f o r .

B a c c a l a u r e a t e
S e r m o n

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 2 )

I t d o e s n o t t a k e a g r e a t d e a l o f
thought to show tha t the sc r ip tu res
c a n b e n e fi t f r o m a c r i t i c a l a n d l e a r n e d

study of them. Even though an occa¬
s i o n a l s e n t e n c e o r d o c t r i n e m u s t b e
revised, the truth of the whole story
remains. Cri t ical , unprejudiced analy¬
sis of scr ipture wiU sometimes show
t h a t t h e t r u t h o f t h e B i b l e i s n o t a s
l i b e r a l a s w e w o u l d m a k e i t , b u t
basical ly i t is stUl truth, and greater
t r u t h t h a n w e a t fi r s t w e r e a w a r e .

I t h i n k i t i s p o s s i b l e t o s h o w b y
m a n y o t h e r i l l u s t r a t i o n s t h a t t h e
chu rch can benefi t by ag rea te r use
of critical, scientific processes of learn¬
ing. I t i s , o f course, no t the in ten¬
t i o n t o i n d i c a t e h e r e t h a t t h i s l e a r n ¬
ing is simply of the high school vari¬
e ty : bu t some o f t he beg inn ings o f
t he d i sc i p l i ne o f be t t e r and c l ea re r
t h i n k i n g m a y s u r e l y b e g i n i n t h e
h i g h s c h o o l .

N o w a t t h e s a m e t i m e i t i s a l s o
easi ly shown that the school and al l
l e a r n i n g w U l b e b e n e fi t e d b y t h e
church and by religion. Religion is
admittedly abroad and somewhat de¬
ceiving term, but let us use it in i ts
b e s t s e n s e a n d a s i t r e l a t e s i t s e l f t o
t h e u n i v e r s a l c h u r c h .

T w o o r t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s a g o i t
w a s b e c o m i n g f a s h i o n a b l e t o t h i n k
that any truth that might be found in
sc r i p t u res was , i f no t unnecessa ry,
then at least secondary. Prayer was
f a s t b e c o m i n g o b s o l e t e b e c a u s e i t
would only be a l i t t le whi le and then
man would be able to supply al l his
n e e d s . M a n c o u l d b u i l d d a m s a n d
c a n a l s a n d s u p p l y h i s o w n r a i n . P e r ¬
haps he could even manufacture food
by synthet ic processes. And man, in
h i s o w n b r i l l i a n c e w o u l d b e a b l e t o
supply all his power needs. We could
soon be l iving in our own self made
paradise. The social sc ient ists would
s o o n h a v e f o r m u l a s t o t a k e c a r e o f a l l
h u m a n d i f f e r e n c e s a n d p r o b l e m s .
B r o t h e r h o o d a n d p e a c e a n d j u s t i c e f o r
a l l w o u l d b e a l m o s t a u t o m a t i c !

N o w t w o a n d a h a l f w a r s l a t e r w e
a r e n ’ t s o s u r e t h a t w e h a v e i n o u r
power the abi l i ty to bring on al l this
b l i s s . W e a r e n o t c e r t a i n t h a t a U
our learning is al l on the plus side,
a t leas t no t jus t by i tse l f . We have
probed the atom, and split it and har¬
nessed it. We are beginning to realize
t h a t i t c a n d e s t r o y u s i f w e d o n o t
u s e s o m e o t h e r t r u t h a l s o , s o m e o t h e r
truth that we thought we could ignore.

We are finding that learning is not
a n e n d i n i t s e l f b u t m u s t b e h a r n e s s e d
t o h i g h e r p u r p o s e s .

We a r e fi n d i n g , a s i n t h e M i d d l e
East , that the dams have to i r r igate
a n d p r o d u c e p o w e r u n s e l fi s h l y .
Ne i ther the Jew nor the Arab a long
the Jordan River can succes.sfuUy keep
the water for his own purposes. We,
too, are d iscover ing that the natura l
r e s o u r c e , s u c h a s w a t e r c a n n o t b e

S o , I t h o u g h . I ’ m “ t h i s
W e l l , w h a t a m I r e a l l y ? W h a ti t

a n d
the haughtiness and arrogance in the
wor ld today needs that humi l i ty. We
have in this age, especial ly with our
great learning, come to the notion that
we are A-1, that we can conquer all.
We have had an undue pr ide in our
accomp l i shments . We have come to
the notion at times that our goodness
and greatness is the same as God’s.
T h e n e x t l o g i c a l s t e p a f t e r t h a t i s
tha t we don ’ t need God .

But the most complete answers are
beyond logic. There are l imitations to
human knowledge. We can riot devise
and prepare scientific prescriptions for
a l l o f ou r i l l s , a l t hough we can fo r
s o m e o f t h e m .

Learning, Iam convinced, is ahand¬
m a i d e n t o r e l i g i o n . A t t h e l e v e l o f
p u r e e m o t i o n a l i s m t h e c h u r c h d o e s n o t
serve wel l or effect ive ly ; i t becomes
m o r e s o u n d a n d f u r y t h a n b l e s s i n g '
and grace. I t is no longer good re¬
l ig ion.

On the o the r hand , t he chu rch se rves
t h e s c h o o l . E d u c a t i o n n e e d s t o b e
g u i d e d b y h i g h e r g o a l s a n d i d e a l s .
E d u c a t i o n i s g i v e n m e a n i n g a n d
stabi l i ty by rel ig ion.

L i f e h a s t o b e i n t e g r a t e d , n e e d s t o
h a v e a w h o l e n e s s a b o u t i t . T h i s r e ¬

l i g i o n s u r e l y g i v e s t o l i f e . R e l i g i o n
g i v e s u s d i r e c t i o n t o t h e u l t i m a t e
wor thwh i l e goa l s . We need to know
where we are going. This is the task
o f t h e c h u r c h . E d u c a t i o n c a n b e n e fi t
f r o m r e l i g i o n a n d t h e d i r e c t i o n i t
gives.

Iam convinced that our blending of

R e l i g i o n d e v e l o p s h u m i l i t y .

Gifts to Tyler Old People’s
H o m e

I n m e m o r y o f W i l l i e L i n n e t ,
Huron, S. D., by Stanley and
Anker Nelson, Tyler, Minn.__$ 5.00

G i f t s t o B u i l d i n g F u n d o f
Tyler Old People’s Home

In memory of Mrs. Niels C. Jes-
p e r s e n , V i b o r g , S . D . , b y a
Friend 

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . K r i s t i n e O s -
t e r g a a r d , T y l e r , M i n n . , b y
Fr iends of Tyler Old People’s
Home 

by 'Tyler Friends
b y D a n e b o d D a n i s h L a d i e s ’
Aid, Tyler, Minn.

Anonymous Giver
H o p e A f t e r n o o n C l u b , T y l e r ,

Minnesota 

As incere thank you to a l l .
Hans C. Svendsen, Treas.
Tyler Old People’s Home.

$15.00

6 . 5 0
1 6 . 0 0

20.00
30.00

10 .00
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versal sign of our redemption.
I a m t h e C r o s s o f C h r i s t !
T h e y s a y I t o w e r " o ’ e r t h e w r e c k s
O f t i m e . ” I o n l y k n o w
T h a t o n c e a h u m b l e t r e e
T h i s w a s n o t s o . B u t t h i s
I k n o w — s i n c e t h e n
Ihave become asymbol for the hopes

o f m e n .

Symbolism in the Church
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

Circle—Eltemity (since it is an end¬
less figure), and the unity of the God¬
h e a d .

Tr iang le—The Ho ly Tr in i ty.
Anchor—Chr is t ian hope.
Dove—^The Holy Ghost, peace, meek¬

ness, baptismal regeneration.
E a g l e — ^ T h e G o s p e l , i n s p i r a t i o n

(often found on the pulpit).
F ish—Symbol o f our Lord, der ived

f r o m t h e G r e e k l a n g u a g e , w h e r e b y
t h e l e t t e r s o f t h e G r e e k w o r d f o r fi s h
a r e e a c h t h e fi r s t l e t t e r o f t h e w o r d s
which comprise the statement “Jesus
C h r i s t , S o n o f G o d , S a v i o u r. ” T h i s
ancient symbol was used in the early
c lays o f pe rsecu t i on .

Grapes^—^Holy Eucharist. When used
with the vine it means, “I am the vine,
Ye a r e t h e b r a n c h e s . ”

I . H . S . — J e s u H o m i n i S a l v a t o r . J e s u s
S a v i o u r o f m e n .

Inri—^The inscript ion on the cross,
which translated is “Jesus of Nazareth,
King of the Jews.”

Keys—TV'o crossed, spiritual author¬
ity of the church. Also, confession and
a b s o l u t i o n .

S t a r — T h e M e s s i a h .
Liturgical colors are not as famil iar

t o u s i n t h e A E L C a s i n o t h e r L u ¬
theran churches . However, we have
all seen them used and their signifi¬
cance is also interesting.

White—For happiness and rejoicing.
Used du r i ng t he Ch r i s tmas season .
New Year, the Epiphany season. Fes¬
t i v a l o f t h e Tr a n s fi g u r a t i o n , E a s t e r
and its season. Trinity Sunday and
the fi rs t Sunday a f te r Tr in i ty.

Violet—For penitence. Used during
A d v e n t a n d L e n t .

R e d — T h e c o l o r o f fi r e a n d b l o o d .
Used on Whitsunday, the Festival of
the Reformation, on the Apostles’ days
a n d o n T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y.

Green—^The color of spring express¬
ing hope. Used on the three Sundays
before Ash Wednesday and throughout
the Trinity season beginning with the
s e c o n d S u n d a y.

Black—^For mourning. Used on Good
Fr iday.

L a s t I w o u l d l i k e t o m e n t i o n a f e w
o f t h e m a n y c r o s s e s . We h a v e a l l
s e e n t h e c r o s s w i t h a b a s e w h i c h h a s
three steps. These steps I'epresent
Char i ty, Hope and Fai th. The Chr is¬
t ian’s fai th rests upon the atonement
a c h i e v e d o n t h e c r o s s . T h i s i s c a l l e d
the Graded Cross or the Calvary Cross.

TTie congregational cross has acircle
through the cross this signifies eternal
l i f e .

O U R C H U R C H

J u n c t i o n C i t y , O r e g o n . 1 7 5 p e r s o n s . ,
a t t e n d e d P e n t e c o s t - C o n fi r m a t i o n s e r v ¬

i ces here , when n ine young peop le
w e r e c o n fi r m e d . A r e c e p t i o n f o r t h e
c o n fi n n a n d s w a s h e l d i n t h e a f t e r n o o n .
T h e R e v . C . A . S t u b s a n d t h e R e v .
R o b e r t F a l l g a t t e r s w e r e v i s i t o r s t o o u r
c l i u r c h h e r e r e c e n t l y. A f a l l E v a n ¬
gelism program is planned, to be fol¬
lowed by as imi la r p rogram in 1957,
w i t h an ove r -a l l goa l o f 250 new mem¬
b e r s f o r t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n .

Des Moines, Iowa. On June 4, Dr.
E r n e s t N i e l s e n , p r e s i d e n t o f G r a n d
View, received an honorary degree of
Lit t . D. from Carthage College. Prof.
H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n , t h e s a m e d a y ,
r e c e i v e d h i s M a s t e r o f R e l i g i o u s E d u ¬
c a t i o n d e g r e e f r o m D r a k e , i n D e s
M o i n e s .

Cedar Fa l l s , Iow%. Synod Vice Pres i¬
dent Holger O. Nielsen, and his wife,
t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s b r o t h e r . P r o f . A l f r e d
N i e l s e n , o f G r a n d V i e w, l e a v e J u n e 5
for Copenhagen, where they expect to
stay three or four weeks visiting rela¬
t i v e s . F r o m D e n m a r k , t h e y w i l l g o
to Paris, Switzer land, Rome, Naples,
F l o r e n c e a n d Ve n i c e . A f t e r l e a v i n g
I ta ly, they t rave l to F rank fu r t , Ger¬
many, to take par t in “Khchetag” —
aweek long mee t ing wh ich annua l l y
d r a w s a b o u t h a l f a m i l l i o n p e r s o n s
f r o m a l l o v e r E u r o p e a n d t h e W e s t .
P a s t o r N i e l s e n i s s c h e d u l e d t o p r e a c h
t o A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r s s t a t i o n e d i n

F r a n k f u r t . A f t e r a t r i p t o S w e d e n ,
the Nielsens wUl leave Europe about
A u g u s t 1 7 .

Los Angeles, California, The Eman¬
u e l C h u r c h h e r e o b s e r v e s i t s 5 0 t h

Anniversary on June 10 with an al l¬
day celebration beginning with Danish
Communion services conducted by for¬
mer Pas to r, A . E . Fa rs t rup , now o f
Solvang. English worship will be con¬
d u c t e d b y t h e l o c a l p a s t o r, Ve r n e r
Hansen, whereupon the congregat ion
w i l l a d j o u r n t o a n e a r b y r e s t a u r a n t
f o r a F e s t i v a l D i n n e r . A f t e r t h e d i n ¬

ne r, Pas to r Fa rs t rup w i l l speak i n¬
formal ly, and the program wi l l h igh¬
l i g h t d r a m a t i c e n t e r t a i n m e n t b y t h e
pastor ’s daughter, Ruth Farst rup, an
accompl ished stu( ient of drama (who
e x p e c t s s o o n t o b e s t u d y i n g f u r t h e r
i n N e w Y o r k ) . A t 4 : 3 0 t h e A n n i ¬
v e r s a r y o b s e r v a n c e w i l l c o n t i n u e i n t h e
c h u r c h , w i t h a c h o i r p r o g r a m a n d a
g u e s t s p e a k e i ' . D r . A n d r e a s B a r d , o f
t h e U L C . A l i g h t s u p p e r . a n d i m ¬
p r o m p t u t a l k s w i U c o m p l e t e t h e d a y .

Ty le r, M inneso ta . Sen io r Seminary
S tuden t Pau l Nuss le p reached he re
J u n e 3 .

Sea t t le , Was l i tng ton . On June 28 ,
D r . J e n s K j a e r w i l l h a v e s p e n t 2 5
years in the Chr is t ian min is t ry. (H is
s e r m o n t o p i c t h a t S u n d a y i s t o b e
“Maturing in the Ministry”). On July
15 he and Mrs. Kjaer celebrate their
25t l i wedding anniversary. On Pente¬
cost, 24 new members were welcomed
into the congregation.

Edna Jorgensen.

.Program for District II
W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t

BASS LAKE, June 28-29-30
T H U R S D A Y, J U N E 2 8 :
2:00 p. m. Registration
3:00 p. m. Craft—by Mrs. McWUliam

a n d M i s s T h o r a H a n s e n
5:30 p. m. Supper
6:30 p. m. Mixer—Mrs. Phyllis Gol¬

d e n

7:30 p. m. Singspiration—led by Mrs.
E u n i c e K n u d s e n

8:00 p. m. One Act Play—by Juhl-
G e r m a n i a W o m e n

9:00 p. m. Coffee
9:30 p. m. Campfire and Devotions—

by Rev. Beryl Knudsen
FRIDAY, JUNE 29 :

8 : 0 0 a . m . B r e a k f a s t
9:00 a. m. Bible Hour—^by Mrs.

Thyra Hansen
10:00 a. m. “How Not To and How

To” in Program Planning—
b y K i r s t i n e T h o m s e n

(Relaxat ion,
Swimming, Recreat ion)

1 2 : 0 0 N o o n D i n n e r
1 :15 p . m. Insp i ra t iona l Lec ture —

R e v . P e t e r T h o m s e n

2:00 p. m. Religious Art Program—
b y M r s . W i h n a C o n n e r
(Ar t Teacher i n t he Green¬
vi l le Public Schools)

11 : 0 0 a . m . F r e e T i m e

3:00 p. m. Coffee
3:30 p. m. Craft—by Mrs. John Var-

l e y
5:30 p. m. Supper
6:30 p. m. Impromptu Entertci inment
7:30 p. m. Singspiration—led by Mrs.

E u n i c e K n u d s e n
8:00 p. m. Lecture—by Miss Francis

M a r t i n , P r o f e s s o r o f E k l u -
c a t i o n . S h e i s a f o r m e r
m i s s i o n a r y t o I n d i a a n d
has spent the past year in
Afghanistan helping set
u p a n e d u c a t i o n a l p r o ¬
g r a m f o r C o l u m b i a U n i ¬
ve rs i t y.

9:00 p. m. Coffee
9:30 p. m. Campfire Ceremonial and

Closing Devot ions
SATURDAY, JUNE 30 :

8 : 0 0 a . m . B r e a k f a s t
9:00 a. m. Bib le Hour—by Mrs.

T h y r a H a n s e n
10:00 a. m. WMS Meeting—led by

M i s s E m l l i e S t o c k h o l m
a n d M r s . L a u r a M c L e o d
Uni ted Counci l o f Church
Women—^by Mrs. Dorothy
A n d e r s e n . E v a l u a t i o n o f
R e t r e a t

11:00 a. m. Free Time— (Relaxation,
Swimming , Cra f t )

12:00 Noon Dinner-—Camp Breaking
f o l l o w i n g D i n n e r

T h e c r o s s w i t h a b a s e l i k e a n a n c h o r
i s c a l l e d t h e A n c h o r C r o s s a n d w a s
u s e d i n t h e c a t a c o m b s .

T h e T a i l C r o s s i s l i k e t h e G r e e k
I t i s t h e e a r l i e s t f o r m a n d

was used by the I s rae l i t es on the i r
doorways the night of the passover.
It is sometimes called the “Anticipa¬
tory Cross.

The Latin Cross is the true cross,
the cross of passion on which Christ
died and as such has become the uni¬

l e t t e r “ T .

f t
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Tr i n i t y Sunday Schoo l , V i c¬

tory, Mich.
Be than ia Cong rega t i on , Ra¬

cine, Wis.
In memory of Mart in Jepsen,

Dwigh t , 111 . , Mrs . Jepsen
Family 
T h e A n n e x L a d i e s ’ A i d ,
Seattle

In memory of Mrs. Niels Jes-
persen, Viborg, Friends
a n d P e t e r J . P e t e r s e n s a n d
Alfred Steffensens
a n d M a r i e A n d e r s e n ,
Dwight, 111.

I n m e m o r y o f R u d o l p h a n d
Theo. Petersen, L. A., Calif.,
by Mrs. Knudsen and Bryan,
Coulter, Iowa

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . A l b e r t
J o h n s e n , H a m p t o n , I o w a , b y
Viggo and Herber t Jensen,
Chicago 
J o i n t M i s s i o n M e e t i n g , S t .
John’s, Hampton, Iowa

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . J o h n M a t -
s e n , V i b o r g , S . D . , A F r i e n d

I n m e m o r y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g
b y P a s t o r H . J u h l s , W a r m ¬
ing, Grayling, Mich., Peter
Nielsens, Hampton, Iowa,
M r s . ' T h y r a D a n K n u d s e n ,
C l i n t o n , I o w a , P a s t o r W i l -
h e h n L a r s e n , C a n w o o d , C a n ¬
ada , and Mrs . Eme l i e So ren¬
sen Grayling, Mich.,

H a n s J . D i x e n ’s E s t a t e , E l l e n s -
burg. Wash. 

In memory of Peter Nie lsen,
H a m p t o n , I o w a , P e t e r F a b ¬
ers, N. C. Rasmussens, Arlo
Jensens , A . B . P. M i l l e r s ,
E z r a M i l l e r s , M r s . A n d r .
Jorgensen, Mrs. Peter Oster-
g a a r d , M r s . A l f r e d K i b s -
gaard, Mrs. P. L. Lund, Dag-
m a r M i l l e i ' , L . L . V i d a l s a n d

,Hans Egedes
Trinity Sunday School, Chi’

cago

N a z a r e t h S u n d a y S c h o o l ,
Withee, Wis. 

H o p e C i r c l e , E n u m c 1 a w .
Wash. 

Marius L. Miolunds, Withee,
Wis. 

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . J o h n
Damm, Coul ter, Iowa, Mrs.
O l e C h r i s t e n s e n a n d M r s .
Andrew Jorgensen

I n m e m o r y o f d e c e a s e d
f r i ends , Ne l s Bennedsens ,

,Kimballton 
I n m e m o r y o f M r s . K r i s t i a n

O s t e r g a a r d , Ty l e r , M i n n . ,
A r n e N i e l s e n s , O v e N i e l s e n s ,
Viggo N ie lsens , Ivan N ie l¬
s e n s , M i l t o n N i e l s e n s , D o n ¬
a l d F r e d e r l c k s e n s , N o r v a l
N i e l s e n s , E r l m g N i e l s e n s ,
E l t o n A m e n t , N a o m i N i e l ¬
sen and Harold Nielsen

In memoiy of the following by
' T r i n i t y C o n g r e g a t i o n ,
G r e e n v i l l e : A l f r e d C h r i s t e n ¬
sen, Mrs. K i t t ie Whi te and
Ml'S. Sena Hansen

In memory of Mrs. Jennie Pe¬
tersen, Ruthton, Minn., Hap¬
p y H o u r C i r c l e , R u t h t o n ,
Minn.

B e t h l e h e m E n g l i s h L a d i e s ’
Aid, Askov, Minn.
Total lor April
Total since January 1
E a r m a r k e d g i f t s a r e a s f o l l o w s :

F o r ^ c h i l d :
April 4, $24.00 from St Peter ’s Guild.
Apr i l 9 , $40.00 f rom ’Tr in i ty S. S.
F o r L e p e r s :
April 6, $85.25 from Bethany Congr.
April 6, $2.00 from Hojohons.
April 6, $10.00 from Olga Christensen.
April 17, $8.14 from Viggo and Herb¬

e r t J e n s e n .

April 21, $337.18 from Hans J. Dixen.
F o r M u r i e l a n d t h e R i b e r s :

AprU 10, $10.00 from Jepsen family.
A p r i l 1 8 , $ 2 . 0 0 f r o m M r s . M a r i e A n d e r ¬

s e n .

Ap r i l 22 , $10 .00 f rom Mrs . He i tne r.
F o r F i l m F u n d :

April 12, $20.00 from Bethania Congr.
For every g i f t , ahear ty thank you.

D a g m a r A l i U e r .
1517 Guthrie Ave., Des Moines, Iowa

4 0 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0 1 0 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0

9 4 2 . 5 3

3,559.37

G e n e r a l B u d g e t :
St. Peder’s Guild, Mpls
St. Stephen’s Luther League,

Clinton, Iowa 
I n memory o f Tho rv. Ch r i s¬

tensen, by Olga Christensen,
Racine, Wis.

In memory of Mrs. Jacob Niel¬
sen, Askov, Minn., by Mrs.

.L. C. Pedersen

I n m e m o r y o f M a r i e M i l l e r ,
W i t h e e , W i s . , E s t h e r a n d
Carl Wojohn, Savage, Minn.

B e t h a n y C o n g r e g a t i o n , L u d -
ington, Mich.

I n m e m o r y o f E l s e P e t e r s e n ,
S ioux FaUs, S . D. , Arno ld
S t e f e i n s e n s , R o s s W i r t s ,
M r s . P e t e r s e n a n d E d i t h ,

●Anna Johansen , Maren An¬
dersen, and Ellen Andersen,
A l b e r t N i e l s e n s , M a r l o w e
Johansens, Fohner U. Han¬
s e n s , M r s . L e n a D u u s , M r s .
Lena Buhl, Ernest Hansens,
F. N . T h o m s e n s , P e t e r A .
N i e l s e n s , C a r l K . S o r e n s e n s ,
G e o . N . B o m h o f t s , H e n r y
S o n d e r g a a r d s , M r s . A n n e
P e d e r s e n , M r s . P e t e r L a u r i t -
z e n , P e t e r M . N i e l s e n s , E r i k
Johansens , C la rence A . N ie l¬
s e n s , A n d r e a s H a n s e n s , a n d
E i n a r U t o f t , a l l o f ’ l y i e r ,
Minn. 

I n m e m o r y o f C l a r a H a n s e n
by Dan i sh M i ss i on G roup ,
Brayton 
and Friends at Salem Home,
Elk Horn, Iowa 

H o p e C o n g r e g a t i o n L u t h e r
Film Night, R\ithton, Minn
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Christian Liberality
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 5 )

S i o n a l s o c h a r g e s H i s f o l l o w e r s t o
t e a c h .

I f t h e F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e s u c ¬
ceeds, and Ido not know why it should
fail, the result will be largely spir¬
i tual . Far f rom impover ishing our
congregations, the concerted effort, i f
conducted in the right spirit, wUl cause
us to "grow rich in every way, so
Ihat through me you can 3hn\Y per¬
f e c t l i b e r a l i t y t h a t w i l l I t i a l t r e
thank God for It, For the rendering
of this service does more Uian supply
the wants of God’s people; I t results
in awea l th o f thank .sg iv ing to God
( 2 C o r . 9 : 11 - 1 3 ) .

Y e s , " t l i a i i k s g l v l n g t o G o d ” ! I h a v e
visions of another generation looking
b a c k u p o n t h e m e n a n d w o m e n o f
o u r d a y . I s e e t h e m r i s i n g u p t o
thank God for the love, devotion, and
generosity of the men and women who
at mid-century made the kind of ex¬
p a n s i o n p o s s i b l e w h i c h a t t e s t e d t o
t h e i r C h r i s t i a n c o n c e r n f o r t h e f u t u r e
of the Church’s work in two important
a r e a s : h o m e m i s s i o n s a n d C h r i s t i a n
H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n .

I n m y o p i n i o n m o r e i s a t s t a k e
t h a n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l g r o w t h o f o u r
synod through i ts congregat ions and
coUege. That which is at stake today
i n t h e w o r d i s w h e t h e r o u r C h r i s t i a n
p a s t s h a l l b e p e r m i t t e d t o b e t h e
g u i d e p o s t t o a C h r i s t i a n f u t u r e . F o r
t h i s v e r y r e a s o n , I t h i n k , i t i s o u r
C h r i s t i a n d u t y t o r e m i n d o u r s e l v e s ,
that there ai'e decisive moments in the
l i f e o f t h e C h u r c h a n d I n e a c h o f
u s , w h e r e w h a t w e d o f o r C h r i s t r e ¬
flect to the glory of God.
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