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and practical suggestions were made which the com¬
mi t tee w i l l now t ry to coord ina te .

The most specific report can be made in regard
to the committee on Functions and Powers, because
severa l impor tant dec is ions were actua l ly made at
this point, and this is the place v/here the unexpected
p r o g r e s s w a s m a d e . I t w a s w e l l k n o w n b e f o r e
negotiations started that there was adifference of
opinion between ULCA and Augustana in regard to
the author i ty of the synods and the general body.
In ULCA the synods control the ministry and the edu¬
cation in the colleges and seminaries, while in Augus¬
tana the ministry and its education is aconcern of the
national church body. It was therefore expected that
great di fficult ies would be encountered which might
call for prolonged negotiation. But the problems of
the ministry and the seminaries were settled amicably
at this one meeting.

ULCA gave in in regard the ministry and did not
insist on synodical authority. The ministry of the new
church, if and when it comes into existence, will be
aministry of the whole church. The synods will have
the right to train, call, and discipline ministers but
only according to standards adopted by the general
body, and the general body will be represented on
seminary and disciplinary boards. Aman who is
called and ordained by one synod is, however, by
force o f th is ca l l and ord ina t ion adu ly ca l led and
orda ined min is ter a lso in a l l the o ther synods (or
const i tuent units, whatever they may be cal led).

In regard to the training of ministers Augustana
gave in to ULCA. The ownersh ip and pr imary re¬
sponsibi l i ty for the seminaries wil l be vested in the
constituent units. But the general body will have
a b o a r d w h i c h w i l l e x e r c i s e c o n s i d e r a b l e i n fl u e n c e i n
thorough counseling, guidance, and support of the semi¬
naries. This plan was spelled out in some detail, and
asimilar plan was proposed for the colleges. One
reason why the college arrangement was not agreed
upon in detail, besides lack of time, was that all par¬
t i e s w a n t e d t o b e s u r e t h a t S u o m i a n d A E L C w e r e
given al l due considerat ion.

New committees were appointed to discuss other
matters such as parish education, pensions, foreign and
American missions, etc.. They will work' during the
summer, and the next meeting of the Joint Commis¬
sion will be held in Chicago September 18, 19 and 20.
If as much work is done before this next meeting
as was done before the last one, it will not be long
before aproposed church body will begin to take shape.
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Discussions

About Union
Johannes Knuclsen

It has been suggested that Ireport to LUTHERAN
TIDINGS about the meeting of the Joint Commission
for Lutheran Unity which was held March 8-9 in
Chicago. Ido this willingly, prefacing my remarks
by the qualification that this is not an official report,
merely an accoun-t of personal impressions wri t ten
more than amonth after the meeting.

The strongest impression left with me after the
passing of several weeks is that we made quite re¬
markab le p rog ress in ou r second meet ing . I ssues
were settled and arrangements were made which I
would not have expected this early in the negotiations.
T h e r e a s o n s f o r t h i s w e r e t w o . T h e o n e w a s t h a t
there was agenuine will and desire that the nego¬
tiat ions should proceed apace, and the second was
that competent men had put some real mental effort
into the problems of merger.

The Joint Commission has gotten past the intro¬
ductory stage. Not only does everyone know every¬
one else, general ly speaking, but the opinions and
points of views of the four churches have been made
clear. There is an optimistic note in the fact that this
introduct ion has taken place without any dissension
or even great argument. The position of the AELC
on some of the crucial matters is known and respected,
and we need not feel that it will be disregarded, be¬
c a u s e o u r n u m b e r i s s m a l l . A n d w h i l e t h e d i s c u s s i o n
about the shape of the constituent units of the proposed
church has not become very specific, there is ageneral
feeling, which Idon’t think Imisinterpret when Isay,
that awish on the part of Suomi or AELC to maintain
their identity in the general body will be respected.

Three coipmittees had been at work since Decem¬
ber, and each had done fine work. They were com¬
mittees on Doctrine and Living Tradition and on Pat¬
terns of Organization, the latter being subdivided into
committees on Functions and Powers and Geographical
D i v i s i o n . T h e w o r k o f t h e fi r s t c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e l a s t

one can not be reported in detail, inasmuch as no
c o n c l u s i o n s w e r e r e a c h e d . I t w o u l d n o t b e f a i r t o r e ¬
port what was said, because many remarks were made
in confidence that they would not be made publ ic .
I can say in regard to the fo rmer commi t tee ’s re¬
port that it had paid agreat deal of attention to the
position and the tradition of our church and that we
were hea rd much more sympa the t i ca l l y t han I had
expected we would be. No attempt was made as yet
to formulate any doctrinal statement and only one
s e c t i o n o f t h e fi e l d w a s d i s c u s s e d . T h e l a t t e r c o m ¬
mittee’s report (on the geographical problems) engen¬
dered the most lively^discussion, and many significant
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The Role of the Christian Scholar
DONALD R. HEIGES, D. D.

Executive Secretary, Division of College and
University Work, National Lutheran Council

Editor’s Note: T h i s a d d r e s s w a s g i v e n o n t h e
o c c a s i o n o f t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f D r . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n

as Dean of Graduate Studies, Chicago Lutheran Semi¬
n a r y, M a y w o o d . I t s e e m s t o u s a n i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u ¬
t i o n t o t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e fi e l d . I t i s a l s o o f u n u s u a l
i n t e r e s t t o r e a d e r s o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S b e c a u s e
i t i n v o l v e s o n e o f o u r o w n m e n , a s w i l l b e n o t e d
espec ia l l y in the fina l ins ta l lment , to be pub l i shed
May 20.

tion and criticism to bear on worship, preaching, teach¬
ing, and the care of souls.” As such, it is acenter both
of pure science and applied science. In regard to the
former, it is the responsibility of the seniinary to focus
attention upon God, man-before-God, and their inter¬
relation. In regard to the latter, it is the responsibility
of the seminary to scrutinize the whole life and work
of the Church in the light of the evangelical under¬
standing of God, man-before-God, and their interrela¬
tion, and with reference to the insights and techniques
of related fields of secular knowledge and achievement.

The specific application of this concept to theological
study on the undergraduate level has important conse¬
quences, but inasmuch as Ihave already tried to state
some of these in aprevious address in this chapel I
shall not do so again. Suffice it to repeat one para¬
graph which has some relevance to this occasion.

Lutheran seminaries should be open only to
those students who regard theological education as
aserious intellectual undertaking. Ido not mean
to imply that on ly men wi th Phi Beta Kappa
keys belong in the seminary. ... Iam proposing,
however, that attendance at Lutheran seminaries
should be limited to persons with serious intellec¬
tual intentions. From this vantage point it follows
that seminarians must accept honestly and com¬
pletely their calling as students —their calling to
use their “intellectual gifts in disciplined obedi¬
e n c e t o G o d ’ s w i l l . ” I t a l s o f o l l o w s t h a t s e m i ¬
naries must accept honestly and completely their
responsibility for scholarship, i. e., for providing
an academic structure and community in which a
serious intellectual undertaking is both apossi¬
bility and anecessity.2

If such high standards of admission and perfonnance
are to be operative on the undergraduate level (i. e.,
with reference to Bachelor of Divinity candidates), then
it certainly follows that standards for graduate study
must be correspondingly higher.

Aserious regard for academic criteria will go along
way toward insuring that the products of our semi¬
nar ies wi l l “embark on acont inuous, ever- incomplete
but ever-sustained effort to study and to understand,”
i. e., to continue serious study even thbugh they hold
the union card of aBachelor of Divinity degree. Ad¬
mittedly, high academic standards alone will not guar¬
antee continuous intellectual exploration; but certainly
there is very little chance of this outcome on the part
of the products of those seminaries which admit any-

P A R T O N E

n^^RESIDENT WENG, members of the facu l ty and
Student Body, and friends of the Seminary:

It is indeed an honor for me to, speak this
evening on the occasion of the formal installation of
D r . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n a s D e a n o f G r a d u a t e S t u d i e s a n d

Professor of Church History. My qualifications for this
assignment are enthusiasm for astrong program of grad¬
uate studies at this seminary, an amateur’s fascination
for church h is tory, and ah igh regard for Professor
Knudsen, whose friendship Ideeply cherish.

P r o f e s s o r H . R i c h a r d N i e b u h r c o n c l u d e s h i s v o l u m e
e n t i t l e d T H E P U R P O S E O F T H E C H U R C H A N D I T S
MINISTRY, being Part Iof the report on “The Study
of Theological Education in the United States and Can¬
ada,” with these words:

Atheological education which does not lead
young men and women to embark on acontinuous,
ever-incomplete but ever-sustained effort to study
and to understand the meanings of their work
and of the situations in which they labor is neither
theological nor education. Similarly, atheory of
theological study which does not lead toward new
endeavors, toward better, more precise and more
inclusive understandings of the nature of theologi¬
cal endeavor under the government of God is
not atheory but adogmatic statement backed by
no more than individual authority, that is, by no
authority at all.l

This is an appropriate starting point for that which I
have to say because it points to the quality of theo¬
logical education on the undergraduate level, to the
necessity of theological study on the graduate level, to
the limits of theorizing about theological education, and,
implicitly, to the role of the Christian scholar.

I t is Professor Niebuhr ’s thesis that atheological
school should be an inte l lectual center of the l i fe of the
Church, in fact, that its only reason for existence is to
be such acenter. This does not mean that atheological
school is inclusive of the intellect of the Church, but
that it is acenter of intellectual activity within the
framework of Christian theology. Such acenter has
atwo-fold purpose. Firstly, “it is that place or occasion
where the Church exe rc i ses i t s i n te l l ec tua l l ove o f God
and neighbor.” Secondly, “it is the community that
serves the Church’s other activities by bringing reflec-

1H. Richard Niebuhr, The Purpose of the Chui ’ch and
Its Ministry (New York: Harper and Brothers), page 134.

2The Ch ieago Lu theran T l ieo log ica l Seminary Record ,
April, 1952, page 16.
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one who has managed merely to survive four years of
undergraduate existence.

Assuming, however, that apastor or lay church
worker has agenuine urge to continue serious study
after involvement in professional activity, how shall
this be accomplished? It seems to me that there are
only two alternatives, namely (a) voluntary self-study
and (b) graduate work as aproperly enrolled student
at an institution of higher learning, either 'on afull¬
t ime or on apart- t ime basis. Given the tremendous
pressures under which professional clerical and lay
church workers labor today, along with the atomizing
distractions of parish or office, the first alternative is
seldom alive option. Ispeak from personal experience,
and from observing the perennial frustrations of scores

-of my colleagues. There remains the other alternative
of graduate study at atheological school or at auni¬
versi ty.

Such study, will, of course, never appeal to —or
even occur to —the “successful” pastor who has only a
quantitative concept of his call and whose ego is satis¬
fied by increasingly large “church accessions” and by
ambitious church building programs. Such apastor is
the delight of the church official who himself has mere¬
ly astatistical concept of his call and, therefore, never
experiences the urge to engage in ser¬
i o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y. I f t h e o r ¬
ganized church of today is to survive
it doubtless needs its quantitatively
minded pastors and i ts ecclesiast ical
mechanics and bookkeepers. But the
Church —even the organized church —
desperately needs scholarly minded pas¬
tors and scholarly minded church offi¬
cials. Graduate study comes at ahigh
price, however, and many apotential
scholar never arrives either because he or his family
could not or would not pay the bill. The price must
be pa id no t on l y i n t e rms o f money, bu t a l so i n
terms of exhausting hours of toil and of the sacrifice
of many o ther good th ings o f l i fe . Somet imes the
individual lacks the courage and commitment neces¬
sary, and sometimes it is his family. The “family” may
be his own blood-relatives (father, mother, wife, chil¬
d ren ) . The “ f am i l y ” can a l so mean acong rega t i on
which does not appreciate its pastor doing graduate
work. The “family” can also mean the church-at-large
which lacks the vision to give moral and financial en¬
couragement to pastors and lay persons with the quali¬
fications to serve their Church eventually as Christian
scholars. Nevertheless, despite all the obstacles in the
way there are those who do “embark on acontinuous,
ever-incomplete but ever-sustained effort to study and
to understand,” and who get off the ground in this
effort by means of formal graduate work.

On this occasion it is appropriate to consider briefly
the calling of the Christian scholar in the life of the
Church. By Christian scholar Imean both the person
of maturity who has in some sense arrived in the ex¬
alted realm of learning as well as the potential scholar
who gives promise of arriving. In other words, I
am thinking both of the professor on one end of the
proverbial log and the advanced, competent student
on the other end of the log.
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I n v i e w o f t h e f a c t t h a t L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s o w e

their very existence to the insight, the learning, and
the courage of aprofessor, Lutherans should have no
doubts about the significance of scholars in the King¬
dom of God. And yet even Lutherans need to be re¬
minded occasionally that the Protestant Reformation
began in aimiversity. For the average Lutheran, at
least in this country, seems to have astronger pro¬
pensity for piety or quasi-piety than for sustained in¬
tel lectual act ivi ty.

And Lutheran pietists are able to find some support
f o r t h e i r a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m i n t h e B i b l e . J e s u s H i m ¬
self thanks the Lord of heaven and earth for hiding the
knowledge of His Kingdom “from the wise and learned
and revealing it to the simple-minded” (Matthew 11:25,
Moffatt). But it is Paul who ostensibly cuts the ground
out from under the men of learning. In the first chap¬
ter of First Corinthians he quotes the Word of God
as it came to Isaiah, “I will confound the insight of the
wise. Sage, scribe, critic of this world, where are they
all?” And then he goes on to say: “Has not God stulti¬
fi e d t h e w i s d o m o f t h e w o r l d ? F o r w h e n t h e w o r l d

with all its wisdom failed to know God, God resolved
to save believers by the ‘sheer- folly’ of the Christian
message” (18-21, Moffatt.) Again, in the third chap¬

ter (verse 18) he observes: “Whoever of
you imagine he is wise with this world’s
wisdom must become afool, if he is really
t o b e w i s e .

m < m K y s s

Over, against this apparent
a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m m u s t b e s e t t h e f a c t

Science without rel ig ion is
l a m e , r e l i g i o n w i t h o u t
s c i e n c e i s b l i n d . of Paul’s obvious scholarship with refer¬

e n c e t o H e b r a i c c u l t u r e . A n d d e f e n s i b l e

exegesis would not necessarily throw the
weight of these passages against learn¬
ing peruse, but rather against intellec¬

tual self-sufficiency which blocks the power of the Gos-

A l b e r t E i n s t e i n .

pel.
Apatristic authority could trace with facility the

detailed story of Christian scholarship in the post-can¬
onical period. But anyone with only acasual acquaint¬
ance wi th ear ly church history knows fu l l wel l that
the battle of the Church against Hellenistic and Roman
culture could hardly have been won without men of
learning. Precise definitions and nice distinctions were
required, and piety alone could not produce them.
In time many of these men of learning were beatified
because of their piety or their courage in martyrdorn,
bu t so fa r as I know none became asa in t o f the Church
because of his scholarship. Was this failure of the
Church to reward scholarship simply an oversight, or
was i t ade l i be ra te evas ion o f t he i ssue because o f t he
real izat ion that learning can be demonic as well as
b l e s s e d ?

3E. Harr is Harbison, The CIhr ist ian Scholar in the Age
of the Reformat ion (New York : Scr ibners , 1956) . My in¬
d e b t e d n e s s t o t h i s v o l u m e i s e v i d e n t i n w h a t f o l l o w s .

(To be continued)

An autoist was motoring through the mountains
of Colorado when he came upon asmall village
tucked away in avalley. He stopped when he met a
native and asked: “I say, have any big men been born
i n t h i s t o w n ? No, only small babies,” was the reply.
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How every believer could again come ,himself to
God in prayer without apriest for ago-between.

H o w t h e c a t e c h i s m w a s w r i t t e n t o t e a c h t h i s f a i t h
t o t h o s e w h o d i d n o t k n o w i t .

How hymns were brought into worship again for the
people themselves to sing.-
Those are all tremendously important things for us

t o k n o w a n d t o r e m e m b e r . B u t s i n c e R e f o r m a t i o n
was atime of revolt against the failures and sins of
another church and its people, perhaps avery good
thing we can do to celebrate it is to take acareful
look at our church and at ourselves today. And in
doing that I’d like to call to your attention two things
the Reformation gave us which we often misuse
without even fully realizing it.

The first of those is t ruth i tse l f . Our text says:
“ Ye s h a l l k n o w t h e t r u t h a n d t h e t r u t h s h a l l m a k e
you free.” Luther battled for both truth and freedom
for us. All through history man has repeatedly mis¬
u n d e r s t o o d a n d t w i s t e d G o d ’ s t r u t h a b o u t t h e h u m a n
h e a r t . L e t ’ s t a k e a l o o k a t t h a t fi r s t .

Way back in the days when Jesus spoke the words
of our text, that was true. His own followers had
trouble in understanding His truths. Did you notice
in the Gospel story that He spoke our text, not to
Pharisees who opposed Him, but “to those Jews who
believed on Him?” They had been following the
accepted regulations, of course. Their names must
have been on the books of the temple or the local
sjmagogue. No doubt they had made their contribu¬
tions regularly. 'Phey were indignant that anyone
should question that they were true followers. 'They
said: “Why we’re in the line of Abraham. We’re true
Jews. We’ve gone to the synagogue all our lives.
We’ve followed all the priestly laws. What do you
mean saying, ‘We shall know the truth,’ We already
f o l l o w t h e t r u t h . ”

And can we not imagine Jesus’ saying: “Yes, you’ve
followed the regulations pretty well. You have gone
through the rituals you thought were true and right.
But there’s adeeper truth you’ve forgotten. AND
T H A T S A D T R U T H I S T H A T T H E R E ’ S S I N I N
Y O U R H E A R T . I T ’ S N O T T H E F O R M S Y O U G O
T H R O U G H . I T ’ S T H E S P I R I T I N Y O U R H E A R T
T H A T M A T T E R S .

By the time He was killed, Jesus had trained His
disci^es so that the first Christian church they set
up was one in which the spirit of love and forgiveness
and repentance was far more important than the
form of worship. In fact, love and forgiveness and
repentance were the heart of their faith, because they
had accepted that truth from Jesus, and were living it
i n t h e i r w o r k .

But i t wasn’t many years before form and cere¬
mony and ritual and rules and regulations and incense
and candles took over again. Man’s mistaken ideas
once more crowded out the truth about worshipping
God. Un t i l fina l l y in Lu ther ’s day, the church was
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R e f o r m a t i o n f o r U s
Sedoris McCartney

Ye sha l l know the t ru th , and the t ru th
shall make you free.”

NE VERY HOT summer day in the early 1500’s
alonely traveler was hiking along adusty
road near the village of Stotternheim in Sax¬

ony, Germany. He was ayoung man, dressed in the
clothes of auniversity student. As he came near
the village, the sky became overcast and suddenly
t h e r e w a s a v i o l e n t t h u n d e r s t o r m . A b o l t o f l i g h t ¬
ning split the sky, knocking the young man to the
ground.

He was terror-stricken, of course, and struggling
to get up to his knees, he began to pray: “St. Anne,
help me, and I’ll become amonk!”

You have guessed now that this is one of the
many stories we read about Martin Luther. He was
just 22 years old when this happened. He had been
preparing for law but he had adeep spiritual unrest
in his heart. For along time he had been battling
with these questions: “How can Iknow God’s love
and really trust Him? Am Ireally aChristian and
s a v e d ? ”

Let me say here that questions like Luther’s or
similar ones ought to disturb each one of us, some¬
where along the road of our life too —if our soul has
not been calloused into indifference. Do not be afraid
of doubt. It is acommon growing pain of- the spiritual
life and can be adeepening experience for us all just
as i t was for Luther. To have no doubts is acause
for greater concern.

Luther was loyal to his promise, and thinking he
could earn what he wanted f rom God, he became
an Augustinian monk. For years he tried to find
peace of soul by stern discipline and punishment of
his body, and by careful following of the religious
rules of his order, and by unending hard study.

And then one day —you all know the story well
—Luther was reading the Bible, neglected so much
in those days, and he came upon this verse in the
B o o k o f R o m a n s :
FAITH.” He felt then he had finally discovered the
truth. That verse suddenly changed the whole course
of Luther’s life, and the course of four hundred years
of history for you, and for all of us.

Today we are celebrating Reformation Sunday.
In al l the churches across the country again today,
much will be said about the changes that came into
the church because of Martin Luther and the Reforma¬
t i o n h e s t a r t e d .

How the Bible was translated into their language and
given back to the common people.

How those who read the Bible re-discovered the true
Gospel which reassures us we are saved not by
works, but by faith.

How Christ instead of the Pope, was recognized as
head of the church again.

o

T H E J U S T S H A L L L I V E B Y

Pastor McCartney, Oak Hil l-E.vi i ’a, Iowa, l ias been a
teacher-missionary in Japan, anti is author of “There
I s A L a d H e r e ” ( A u g s b u r g ) . H i s w i f e i s a l s o a n
author (see book reviews). This message was preached
on Reformation Sunday last, and was submitted by a
m e m b e r o f t h e E x i r a c o n g r e g a t i o n .
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one mass of man-made rituals and regulations. Then
it was that Luther stabbed through all this artificiality,
and uncovered again the truth that Jesus had taught
us —the truth that real worship is in the spirit of
the heart, and that salvation is amatter of the faith
w i t h i n u s .

When the top men of the church and the govern¬
ment tried to cow Luther into retracting his words
about God’s truth, he said: “My conscience is captive
t o t h e t r u e Wo r d o f G o d . I c a n n o t a n d w i l l n o t r e c a n t
anything. Here Istand. Icannot do otherwise, God
help me.”

T h e w o r l d k n o w s w h e r e L u t h e r s t o o d . B u t t h e .
burning question now is, “Where do we stand today?”
What is our idea about true worship of God? And
the more important and penetrating question, how do
we actually worship Him?

Even today, those o ld m is taken ideas can s t i l l
develop in us. Because of our liturgical worship in
the Lutheran church, we are in constant danger of
letting the form we use take the place of the spirit
that should be within. Let us never forget that our
l i turgy is nothing more than atool or askeleton, so
to speak, used to express the spirit of obedience and
w o r s h i p i n o u r h e a r t . W i t h o u t e v e n
realizing it at times, we let the skeleton
take the place of sincere spirit in wor¬
ship. Isay this to myself first of all,
for everyone is sometimes guilty of
t h a t m i s t a k e .

B u t w h a t i s e v e n m o r e h a r m f u l —
a n d s i n f u l — i s t o s e t t l e d o w n i n t o a
spiritual rut in the church, thinking
that if we come here occasionally, and
go through the ritual and prayers, that
that’s all it takes, and that we’re pretty good fellows
for doing it. When that happens, self-satisfaction has
congealed in the heart with no sense of sin left at all.
And no sense of need for God and His forgiveness
that impels us to come here regularly for worship.

Jesus lashed out against that sin in the Pharisees
who saw nothing wrong in themselves because they
went through some forms of rel ig ion. He told them
t h a t t h e h a r l o t s a n d t h i e v e s h a d a b e t t e r c h a n c e t h a n
they. They knew they were sinners, and confessed
i t t o H i m i n s h a m e .

N o o n e s h o u l d d a r e t a l k a b o u t t h i s s i n w i t h o u t a
deep sense of humility himself. Self-satisfaction can
come to both the pulpit and pew, almost without our
knowing . I th ink i t i s because our defin i t ion o f s in
is often too narrow. Too frequently we think of sin
as killing or stealing or committing adultery or other
gross and obvious violations against which our gov¬
e r n m e n t a s w e l l a s G o d h a s m a d e l a w s .

Sin is that, yes. But basic sin is disobedience more
deep and more evil than that. Basic sin is loving
self above everything else. It is listening to our will
and our voice before God’s, until we have made agod
o u t o f o u r s e l f .

Against that sin, the first of all the commandments
was spoken: “Thou shalt have no other gods before
Me.” The most sly and unrecognizable of those gods
is self. It took me along time to learn that those
quiet, subtle sins of self-will and self-pride and self-
satisfaction are the great sin of us all against God. It
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is because they kill our feeling of shame and our con¬
tinuing need for the forgiveness of God and His love.
By astrange contradict ion, we in the church are al l
too apt to settle down in arut and forget that though
we are forgiven sinners, we are still sinners in need.
Christ Himself said that “God is aspirit and they
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit (the
spirit of inner sincerity) and in truth (the truth that
we are all sinners in need of His forgiveness).”

In the second place, just as man has misunderstood
or twisted God’s truth about the human Heart, so he
a lso has m isused the f reedom God wan ts H is fo l l owers
to have —the freedom that was reborn for us during
t h e R e f o r m a t i o n .

Luther insisted that every man should be free to
come to God by himself without any priest in between.
Every man should be free to read the Bible himself,
he said, and free to interpret it as God spoke to him
there. In the matter of his religion, the Pope must
n o t d i c t a t e t o m a n . T h e c h u r c h m u s t n o t d i c t a t e t o

man. The government must not d ic ta te to man. In
his faith, man be free from every power but one, and
that is the power of God’s voice. The Reformat ion
we celebrate today made that possible for us. But

mankind is ever the same. We ignore
God’s voice, or our conscience when
God speaks to us there. We use the
freedom He gives us as freedom to stay
away from God; God wants us to have
f r e e d o m t o c h o o s e t h e c h u r c h i n w h i c h
we worship. But that has never meant
freedom to worship in none. He wants
us to have freedom to pray wherever
and whenever we w ish , repo r t i ng to
n o o n e a b o u t i t . B u t t h a t h a s n e v e r

meant freedom to pray very infrequently or never.
He wants us to have freedom to worship with others,
w i th no one to te l l us when. Bu t tha t has never meant
freedom to come scarcely at all, or only when the
mood or convenience suggests it. He wants us to
have freedom to give what we choose for His church
and the work of spreading His kingdom. But that
has never meant giving far below our capacity to give.

Christian liberty is our gift from God. But it has
never meant freedom to act just as we wish. It means
freedom to act as only the voice of God prompts us
t o a c t i n e a c h s i t u a t i o n o f c h o i c e . H e w a n t s u s t o b e
free to choose to obey and follow Him.

AMethodist minister told of teaching aclass in
summer Bible camp. He had told his students how
Protestants claim the Bible as their authority instead
of the Pope, and that even if the Catholics do read
the Bible, they have to accept the interpretation of
t h e c h u r c h . T h e r e ’ s i s a l m o s t n o f r e e d o m f o r t h e m .

Then he asked how many of his group had read
the Book of Acts. Not one single hand was raised.
Afterwards agirl who had belonged to the Catholic
church came up. She said: “That’s just what the
priests told us. They said the Protestants talk about
following the Bible instead of the Pope, and inter¬
preting it as they please. But most of them don’t
even look at it, to say nothing of using it for them¬
s e l v e s . ”

I f w e w i s h t o m a k e a n e w
w o r l d w e h a v e t h e m a t e r i a l
r e a d y . T h e fi r s t o n e w a s
m a d e o u t o f c h a o s .

— R o b e r t Q u i l l e n .

V i : i < i ■> V V V V V V 0 o V * i : i

God gambled on you and me when He made our
religion afreedom to choose to respond to His spirit

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 3 )
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Tentative Program for the Third Assembly
o f t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n

3:00 p. m.—Visitors’ program; “Confronting Modern Man
w i t h t h e G o s p e l . ’ ’

8:00 p. m.—Public Event: “Our Mission in aU the World,”
Speakers: Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of
Tranquebar, India, and one st i l l to be desig¬
n a t e d .

T h u r s d a y , A u g u s t 1 5

9:00 a. m.—Meeting of the lecturers, discussion gi'oup
leaders, worship leader, Bible leader.

10:00 a. m.—Discussion group leaders. Dr. Franklin Clark
Fry, president, 'The United Lutheran Church in
America, chairman. Worship leaders, Dr. John
Rilling, Pastor, St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Minneapol is, chairman.

3:30 p. m.—Reception for delegates and official visitors in
the Rotunda of the state capitol bui lding, St.
P a u l .

8:00 p. m.—Opening worship. Speaker: Bishop Lajos Or-
dass. Bishop of the Lutheran Church of Hun¬
g a r y .

Tuestlay, August 20
8:00 a. m.—Bible study. Prayer service. Holy communion.

( C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i s h o s t t o t h e l a t t e r . )
9:00 a. m.—Plenary Sessions: Matins. Department of World

Mission Report . Lecture: “Free for Service in
the World,” Dr. Edgar Cai’lson, President, Gus-
tavus Adolphus Col lege, Sk Peter, Minnesbta,
U S A .

12:15 p.m.—Commit tee meet ings. Specia l in terest groups,
r e c i t a l s , e t c .

3:00 p. m.—Discussion groups.
3:00 p. m.—^Visitors’ Program: “Nationalism and the Indi¬

genous Church.
8:00 p. m.—Public Events: “Our Mission to Those in Need,”

S p e a k e r : B i s h o p O t t o D i b e l i u s , B i s h o p o f t h e
C h u r c h o f B e r l i n - B r a n d e n b u r g a n d c h a i r m a n o f
t h e E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h i n G e r m a n y .

W e d n e s d a y, A u g u s t 2 1
8 : 0 0 a . m . — B i b l e s t u d y. P r a y e r s e i w i c e . H o l y c o m m u n i o n .

( C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i s h o s t t o t h e l a t t e r . )
9:00 a. m.—Plenary session: S u f f r a g e s . D e p a r t m e n t o f

I n f o r m a t i o n R e p o r t . L e c t u r e : “ F r e e a n d U n i t e d
i n H o p e , ” B i s h o p D r . F r i e d r i c h W i l h e l m K r u m -
macher. B ishop of the Evangel ica l Church of
Pomerania (East Germany).

12:15 p. m.—Committee meetings. Special interest groups,
recitals, etc.

3:00 p. m.—Discussion groups.
3:00 p. m.—^Visitors’ Program: “ I n t e r - C h u r c h R e l a t i o n ¬

sh ips .
8 : 0 0 p . m . — P u b l i c E v e n t : F e s t i v a l o f M u s i c .

Thiu-sday, August 22
8 : 0 0 a . m . — B i b l e s t u d y . P r a y e r s e r v i c e . H o l y c o m m u n i o n .

( C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i s h o s t t o t h e l a t t e r . )

9:00 a. m.—Plenary session: Matins. Committee on Lat in
Amer i can Repor t . Nomina t i ng commi t tee re¬
port. Elect ion of president, execut ive commit¬
tee, and commission chairman.

12:00 noon—Free time. Suggested tours: Selected Minneapo¬
lis businesses, factories, churches, farms in the
n e a r b y c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d a m o r e e x t e n s i v e t o u r
o f L e S u e u r , N o r t h fi e l d , a n d t h e h i s t o r i c Va s a
Church (Augustana) .

F r i d a y , A u g u s t 2 3
8:00 a. m.—Bible study. Prayer seiwice. Holy communion.

( C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i s h o s t t o t h e l a t t e r . )
9 : 0 0 a . m . — P l e n a r y s e s s i o n : S u f f r a g e s . C o m m i s s i o n o n

stewardship and congregational life report. Re¬
port and discussion on sub-topic I, “The Freedom
W e H a v e i n C h r i s t . ” C o m m i s s i o n o n I n t e r n a -
nat ional Affairs report .

12:15 p.m.—Commit tee meet ings. Specia l in terest groups,
recitals, etc.

3:00 p. m.—Plenary session; Report and discussion of sub-
topic I I , “The Unity of the Ciuirch in Christ .
Repor t and d iscuss ion o f sub- top ic IH , “The
F r e e d o m t o R e f o r m t h e C h u r c h . ” C o m m i s s i o n
on Inner Missions report.

8 : 0 0 p . m . — P u b l i c E v e n t ; “ O u r M i s s i o n i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A f f a i r s . ” S p e a k e r s w i l l b e L u t h e r a n l e a d e r s i n
t h e fi e l d o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s .

Friday, August 16
8:00 a. m.—The Service with holy communion: This is not

an official part of the Assembly program. Cen¬
tral Lutheran Church is the host. (They have
invi ted al l Lutheran delegates, official v is i tors
and visi tors to part ic ipate.)

9:30 a. m.—Plenary session: President’s message. Bishop
Hanns Lilje, Hannover, Germany, president, Lu¬
t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n . E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e
Report, Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, Geneva, Switzer¬
land, Elxecutive Secretary of the Lutheran World
Federation. Election of committees, adoption of
agenda, greetings from Ecumenical groups.

12:15 p. m.—Committee meetings. Special interest groups,
r e c i t a l s , e t c .

3:00 p. m.—Lecture, “The Freedom We Have in Christ,”
P r o f e s s o r C h i t o s e K i s h i , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e J a p a n
Eveingelical Lutheran Church.

3:45 p. m.—Discussion groups.
3:45 p. m.—Visitors’ program: Introduction and Orientation,

D r . C a r l E . L u n d - Q u i s t .
7:00 p. m.—Banquet: Suggested site, Leamington Hotel.

Saturday, August 17
8 :00 a . m.—Bib le s tudy. Prayer serv ice . Ho ly commun¬

i o n . ( C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i s h o s t t o t h e
l a t t e r . )

9:00 a. m.—Plenary session: Matins. Department of Theol¬
ogy Report. Lecture: “The Unity of the Church
in Chr is t , ” Dr. Hans-Wemer Gens ichen , p ro¬
f e s s o r o f C h u r c h H i s t o r y a n d E c u m e n i c s a t
Gurukul Theology Col lege in Madras, India.

12:15 p. m.—Committee meetings. Special interest groups,
recitals, etc.

3:00 p. m.—Discussion groups.
3:00 p. m.—^Visitors’ program: “'Tire Relationship Between

C h u r c h a n d S t a t e .

8 :00 p . m.—Publ ic event ; “Our Miss ion a t Home in the
Congregation,” speakers: Dr. George Aus, vice
pres ident o f the Luther Theolog ica l Seminary
a t S t . Pau l , M inn . , and Dr. Re ino ld von Thadden-
Trieglaff , President of the German Evangel ical
Kirchentag (Ral ly of the Church.)

Sunday, August 18
De lega tes and o ffic ia l v i s i to rs w i l l p reach in
Twin Cities area pulpits.

5:00 p. m.—Fest iva l of Hymns ( tentat ive hour) . AMinne¬
apolis lake shore (tentative place.)

M o n d a y, A u g u s t 1 9
8:00 a. m.—Bible study. Prayer service. Holy communion.

(Central Lutheran Church is host to the latter,)
9:00 a. m.—Plenary session: S u f f r a g e s . D e p a r t m e n t o f

Wor ld Serv ice Report . Lecture: “The Freedom
t o R e f o r m t h e C h u r c h , ” B i s h o p B o H a r a l d
Giertz, Bishop of the Diocese of Gothenburg,
S w e d e n . A d d i t i o n a l b u s i n e s s .

12:15 p. m.—Committee meetings. Special interest groups,
recitals, etc.

3:00 p. m.—Discussion groups.

i t

i f

S a t u r d a y , A u g u s t 2 4
8:00 a. m.—Bible study. Prayer service. Holy communion.

(Central Lutheran Church is host to the latter.)
9:00 a. m.—Plenary session: Matins. Commission on Edu¬

cat ion repor t . Repor t and d iscuss ion on sub-
t o p i c I V, “ F r e e f o r S e r v i c e i n t h e W o r l d .
Report and discussion on sub-topic V, “Free and
Uni ted in Hope,
repor t . Unfin ished bus iness .

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 11 )
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Money Matters
One of the main problems with which the AELYF

board “wrestles” every year is the financial condition
of AELYF. There are many things we could do, and
should do, if we were better financially equipped.
For instance, “A World of Song” is soon ready for
publication and afinancial problem arises here. At
the convention last year, we found that almost every¬
one was in favor of obtaining at least apart-time youth
director for AELYF. Will we be able to do our part
with supporting this much needed position financially?
Thirdly, at the present time, we send only one delegate
to the UCYM Conference each summer, while one per¬
son cannot possibly fulfill this responsibility. There
are numerous other riieetings where AELYF should
be represented by aboard member or other members.
We cannot be represented because of our financial
condition. Needless to say, many of these meetings
and conferences could prove invaluable to all of us.
Also, we are publ ishing an AELYF Handbook which
could be alarger, better and more useful book to you
if we were financially able to make it so. Icould go
on in this maner for several more pages. These are
only afew examples. The above, as well as many
o the r t asks , a re impor tan t ma t te rs wh ich demand
immediate attention. But, Iregret to say, not asingle
one of these operations can be performed or completed..
with our present financial condition!

Idoubt that there is acomplete solution to this
prob lem, nor do Ibe l ieve that we are un l ike o ther
organizations of our nature in this predicament.

Now, you are probably wondering about many of
the dues and contributions for Operations India which
you have been sending in faithfully. All money for
Operations India is in acompletely separate fund
(in fact, in aseparate bank) and is taken care of en¬
tirely by the Operat ions India Committee. This fund
has been supported wonderfully, and agreat work
has been done and is being done because you have
been so generous.

My main concern is with the dues which come to
the AELYF treasury. Yes, your dues are used. They
are used for the many th ings which appear in the
budget at each national convention. Most of the local
Fellowships faithfully take care of the responsibility
each year. Good things have been done in the past
with these too. But, to be frank and to the point,
they are not enough!

There is aphase of all Church work, from the
layman’s and the employed Church worker’s point of
view, called Stewardship. One of the aspects of stew¬
ardsh ip invo lves con t r ibu t ions lo r the work o f the
church. You have been contributing. You undoubtedly
pay dues to your loca l Fe l lowship, and f rom there
you suppor t the work o f your d is t r ic t and nat iona l
o rgan i za t i on . My ques t i on i s : How much have we
been contributing? How have we been contributing?
It’s quite simple for us to pay our local treasurer
adollar ayear, or two dollars ayear, in order to be
counted as an LYF member. When the time comes,
it is just as easy for the treasurer to send acheck
or amoney order amounting to one dollar amember
t o o u r n a t i o n a l t r e a s u r e r .

y044.Ut
American Evangelical Lutheran

Youth Fellowship
E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

1100 Boyd
DCS Mo ines , I owa

A E L Y F D o i n ’ s
Diamond Lake (Lake Benton), Minnesota: The LYF

there decided to begin asquare dancing function as
social activity for the month. It began with the mem¬
bers of the LYF bringing afew friends and now has
grown to large proportions, attracting over 50 people
per night. They hold these square dances two times
amonth, charging fifty cents admission and serving
free lunch. To date, they have net ted over $50.00
and plan to continue until the last of May.

Danevang, Texas: T h e LY F i n Te x a s h e l d t h e i r
Youth Sunday in conjunction with the Good Friday
serv i ce . Jeanne Swendsen p layed the o rgan w i th
Jeanne Hansen delivering the Opening Prayer. The
choir sang an anthem with Myrna Vorbeck reading the
text for the day. Afilmstrip, “The Resurrection Story”
was shown and narrated by Patricia Peninger. Hymns
were sung, and Marilyn Knudsen delivered the Closing
Prayer. The ushering and l ight ing effects were ably
handled by Merle Lauritsen, Selmuth Schultz and Wil¬
b e r t H a n s e n .

Kimbal l ton, Iowa: The annual Youth Sunday was
observed there on March 3. Gora Tudu, our Santal
student, was guest speaker. Approximately twenty
young people of the church assisted in conducting the
worsh ip serv ice . Pas tor S t randskov conduc ted the
communion serv ice. Afe l lowship d inner was served
in the church dining room at noon, the young people
being honored as agroup and seated at the head
table. Gora Tudu again favored the audience with a
few remarks and displayed his unique talents on native
instruments. Take note, Iowa: Kimballton is planning
for the District Convention to be held there from May
31 to June 2. They hope to have an interesting time
f o r a l l i n t e r e s t e d A E L Y F e r s .

Lake Michigan District: Afine camp site has been
chosen and obtained for the camp there from July 1
to 7. The camp is located on an inland lake, but
Lake Michigan is only about three- four ths of ami le
away. Now is the time to plan for camp.

Over The Typewriter
Diamond Lake (my home LYF, incidentally) seems

to have come up with agood way to raise money. They
only have the expense of the caller and the lunch and
that is negligible. They invite anyone, whether a
member of the Fellowship or not. It has proved to
be very successful and might be an idea for some of
y o u .

The National President of AELYF has some very
pertinent comments in this issue. It is my hope that
you will read his article carefully and make comments
either in letters to him or myself.

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )



May 5,1957 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S

Our Women’s Work
M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1 0 3 3 S o u t h Te n t h S t r e e t

Maywood, Illinois

Specific Contributions of Women to
the Life of the Congregation

“Since women are, as aru le, bet ter and more d i l igent
w o r k e r s i n t h e c h u r c h , t h e y c o u l d w e l l b e g i v e n m o r e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y. H o w e v e r, i n m o s t p l a c e s t h e r e s p o n s i b l e , i o b s
i l l l l ie c l i l i rc l i counci l are le l t in the hands of the men.
P e r h a p s w e s h o u l d b e c o n t e n t t o l e a v e t h e m t h e r e : N o t
because men can do abetter job than women, but rather
to keep the men active and Interested in church work.
T h e r e ’ s a l w a y s t h e d a n g e r o f l e a v i n g e v e r y t h i n g t o t h e
w o m e n , a n d g o b o w l i n g i n s t e a d ,

“Our choi r d i rectors are very o f ten women. This is a
p o s i t i o n t h a t d e m a n d s h o u r s o f h e r t i m e a n d i n m a n y
c h u r c h e s o f f e r s n o s a l a r y,

“Some f r i end l y women make t he newcomer we l come
to the congregation by greeting the new person in' church
a n d l a t e r b y i n v i t i n g t h e n e w f a m i l y i n t o t h e i r h o m e s .
Women can be great ambassadors of good will,

“Women he lp to keep the i r m in i s te r ’s w i fe happy by
supp ly ing new wa l l paper, pa in t and many o the r th ings
f o r t h e p a r s o n a g e .

“ F l o w e r c o m m i t t e e s d e s e r v e m u c h c r e d i t f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s
to beauti fy our churches. Iam thinking of alady in charge
o f t h i s i n o n e o f o u r c h u r c h e s , h e r fl o w e r g a r d e n i s p l a n n e d
s o s h e h a s fl o w e r s b l o o m i n g t h r o u g h o u t t h e s e a s o n f o r
u s e i n t h e c h u r c h .

“ I defin i te ly fee l i t i s the women’s p lace to take jus t
as great an interest in the business end of the congregational
l ife of the church as the men. Since they do have agreat
influence on the work o f the church through the i r wom¬
en’s organ izat ions, i t i s impor tant they keep themselves
w e l l i n f o r m e d o n t h e b u s i n e s s e n d o f c o n g r e g a t i o n a l l i f e s o
that their opinions and decisions can be intelligently made.
I’ve heard so many women say in discussing congregational
act iv i ty or bus iness that they real ly don’ t know anyth ing
a b o u t i t a n d c a n ’ t g i v e a n o p i n i o n . A n d y e t t h e s a m e
women can be very opinionated concerning avote on some¬
t h i n g i n a w o m e n ’ s g r o u p , a t h i n g w h i c h c a n i n d i r e c t l y
h a v e m u c h b e a r i n g o n a c o n g r e g a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y t h e y c l a i m
to know nothing about.

“ R e m e m b e r i n g t h a t t h e s o u l s o f y o u t h a r e f a r m o r e
precious in eternal value than beautiful furniture and highly
polished floors, women should be willing to serve on youth
commi t tees and occas iona l l y en te r ta in the young peop le
i n h o m e s .

“Devotions should be apart of the program of all organi¬
zations within the church, women should be willing to assume
this responsibi l i ty when needed.

As in the home, the women of the church should not try
to carry the financial obl igat ions of the church. An occa¬
s i o n a l g i f t — y e s
work is not specifical ly women’s work, and far too much
time and effort is expended by church women on this score.
M u c h b e t t e r t o c o n c e n t r a t e m o r e o n t h e s p i r i t u a l w e l f a r e
and growth of the congregation than to expend such great
energy on dinners, bazaars, luncheons, smorgasbord, and
what-have-you.

“Th is is bes ide the g iven top ic , however, the thought
has direct bearing on the programs of our church organi¬
zations and as women are generally responsible for these
I w o u l d l i k e t o p r e s e n t i t f o r w h a t i t i s w o r t h . A r e w e
causing d iv is ion rather than unificat ion wi th in the church
program by organ iz ing ourse lves in to many d i f fe rent or¬
ganizat ions? Would our influence be more effect ive i f we
emphasized Fami ly Programs rather than Sewing Circ les,
Guilds, Mission Societies, Ladies’ Aids, and so forth?”

a

The Little White Cap
Some Thoughts about Devotions in the Home

Iwas sixteen —just the age to be amused by unusual
cu s to ms —w h e n Iw e n t w i t h a f r i e n d t o v i s i t h e r g ra n d ¬
m o t h e r .

"Look,” said Gertrude, “I’d better tell you about them,
A l o t o f t h i n g . s w i l l s o o m q u e e r u n l e s s y o u u n d e r s t a n d .
Take the little white cap my grandmother wears. Puts it
on firs t th ing in the morn ing and doesn ’ t take i t o f f t i l l
s h e g o e s t o b e d . ”

“ N o t e v e n t o c o m b h e r h a i r ? ”

.“The way she wears it 'her hair doesn’t need combing
d u r i n g t h e d a y . A n y h o w , I ’ v e n e v e r s e e n h e r w i t h o u t h e r
cap.”

I t r ied to look properly respectful . After al l , these were
her grandparents. Was i t her fau l t that they were a l i t t le
— o d d ?

“Now, the reason she wears the cap is that St . Paul
said women should cover their heads when they pray. He
also said they should pray without ceasing. So —she always
h a s h e r h e a d c o v e r e d . ”

There were other fami ly customs Iwasn’ t used to, but
it was the little white cap that fascinated me. Icould hardly
t a k e m y e y e s a w a y f r o m i t . A n d I . c o u l d h e a r t h e w o r d s
ove r and ove r i n my head . P ray w i t hou t ceas ing . P ray
without ceasing.”

Perhaps it was my imagination, but there seemed to be
an unseen presence in that house, guid ing and di rect ing
eve ry ac t i on . No one spoke mo re t han was necessa ry.
It almost seemed they were too busy listening to talk much.

B e f o r e e a c h m e a l G r a n d f a t h e r o f f e r e d t h a n k s . A f t e r
breakfast and supper he read achapter from the Bible
and asked God’s blessing on all of us. Then the old people
s e t t l e d b a c k i n t o s i l e n c e . E v e n t h e c h a t t e r o f t w o t e e n ¬
agers became quieter. My eye would follow the litt le white
c a p .

I t was good to get back to my own home where the
H e r el i f e o f p r a y e r w a s l e s s i n t e n s e , m o r e i n f o r m a l ,

laugh te r was no t ou t o f p lace and a foo l i sh pun b rough t
apprec ia t ive jeers . We expressed our thanks for food to
God —and to the cook . We read the B ib le and a rgued
about i t s mean ing . 'Th is , too , was aChr is t ian home, bu t
w h a t a d i f f e r e n t C h r i s t i a n h o m e .

T h e r e i s n o p a t t e r n f o r a C h r i s t i a n h o m e o r f o r i t s
prayer l i fe . Who can set a l imi t on the ways God comes
t o u s ? A n d w h o s h a l l s a y t h a t t h e p a t t e r n a p p r o p r i a t e
for one family wi l l serve i ts next-door neighbors as wel l?
Each fami ly responds in i ts own character is t ic fashion to
God’s command to worship him and him alone.

Ye t m a n y o f u s w i s h t h e r e w e r e a p a t t e r n . L i f e i s
c h a n g i n g s o r a p i d l y a n d w e a r e c h a n g i n g w i t h i t . O l d
pat terns that have served for years may no longer meet
our family’s need to come into God’s presence. Even when
t h e y d o w e h a v e t o fi g h t f o r t h e m a g a i n s t t h e e n c r o a c h ¬
m e n t s o f a h u s t l i n g , b u s t l i n g w o r l d — a w o r l d w h i c h i s n ’ t
sat isfied wi th dragging the members o f the fami ly out o f
the home, but pushes and shoves its way into the livingroom.

We have to find apattern of our own, i f prayer isn’t to
be ground up and flushed down the garbage disposal along
with other outworn habits of the past.

Many o f us t h i nk w i t h l ong ing o f some so r t o f l i t t l e
white cap. Oh, not one to wear all the time, perhaps. And
certainly not one that people could see. (We wouldn’t want
them to th ink we were crazy!) But something tangib le to
put on or hold onto. Something that would say to us, if not

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )

but the financing of the congregational
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‘You are cheerful enough to jokeWe laughed,
this morning, it seems.”

“Yup, pastor, no real complaints today ... Ibeen
thinking, though, about this stage they’re putting in
that new church over there in Denmark, causing all
that ruckus in the newspapers. What’s all the fuss
about? Seems' like many churches over here got a
stage in their plant somewhere.”

“That’s right —and it’s auseful thing, too. Churches
are finding that drama is one of the best activities
of asocial nature that can be carried on in achurch.
And many are even using them for actual worship

DURING THE PAST TWO years 15,000 refugees experiences, too. Some fine plays have been written
that are real religious experiences to see, or even to

C O M M E N T

have settled in this country because of assistance ren¬
dered by the Lutheran Refuges Service. About 750 read?’
of these were helped under the emergency program
for Hungarian refugees. Since before Korea, atotal kid back around the turn of the century, agreat
of 52,000 have now been helped and the cost has been many church people thought it was quite asin to
about $5 millions. (Sorrie of this money is in the form have anything to do with plays and things like that.”
of loans which will be repaid by the refugees.) About “Well, the history of that goes back to the Puri-
seven per cent of the Hungarians being admitted now, tans, and the outlawing of the theatre just after
to total about 28,000, are Lutherans and more directly Shakespeare, over in England, Ithink,
the responsibility of this Service than of other aid “That feller Shakespeare’s got quite areputation,
organizations. On April 30 time ran out, as this was What’s so great about him, then, if they had to close
the final date for entry of persons granted visas prior the theatres?”
to expiration of the Relief Act on December 31, 1956. “Carl, you remind me of the sophomore girl who
This has been atremendous program, and we con- was exposed to his plays for the first time, and told
gratulate the Service, and its director. Dr. Cordelia the teacher she couldn’t see anything so good about
Cox, on the work accomplished. Sufficient assurances those plays just ̂ alot of famous quotations strung
of homes and jobs were given by Lutheran church together, she said.”
bodies and agencies, and the whole effort demonstrates “I bet she had the teacher tearing his hair over
Lutheran cooperation and joint accomplishments which that one.
could not have been achieved by individual units with- —

Support Lutheran, World Action! portant and fine things that outweigh whatever evil
the stage, of that time was responsible for.”

“I suppose so. Anything religious?”
“If you’re asking for chapter and verse, you’ve got

the spot. Iremember one line, though, from
plete concordance. Thirty years later he laid down RICHARD HI, which could be quoted in any church,
his pen on the completed work. It took along gen- <o coward conscience, how thou dost afflict me!’
eration to finish the task of compiling the alphabetical Come to think of it, there’s another line about the same
index of words, phrases and passages of the Bible subject, that comes back, from HENRY VIII. ‘A
which comprise aconcordance. Now the scholar peace above all earthly dignities astill and quiet
simply looks up one of the major words of the bibli¬
cal passage he would like to find, and the concordance
leads him to it at once. Strong’s concordance to the
King James Bible is still used. The publication of
the Revised Standard Version, however, has created
aproblem, since many words have been changed.
Thirty years seemed too long to wait while anew

'concordance was painstakingly prepared. The solution
was found by Thomas Nelson Co., publisher of the
RSV, who enlisted the aid of Remington Rand’s com- Miller,
puter, Univac. 800,000 words and 300,000 contexts
were processed. The resultant book runs to 2,157
pages, (and sells for aminimum of $16.50). So now
even Bible study has become-mechanized! The con¬
cordance will cut many corners for busy students and
pastors. We may well marvel at the human brains that
c r e a t e t h e m e c h a n i c a l b r a i n s w h i c h c a n d o s u c h
detailed work so quickly.

Times sure change, pastor. When Iwas alittle

Ithink so! Actually, Shakespeare said some im-
i n L u t h e r a n i s m .

PA S T O R S A N D S T U D E N T S a r e f a m i l i a r w i t h s u c h
concordances as Young’s and Cruden’s and Strong’s.
Acentury ago James Strong set out to compile acom- m e o n

consc i ence ’ . ”
“He knew what he was talking about, seems like.

Why don’t they write plays like that nowadays?”
“They certainly try. Maybe they still do. Many

people in Shakespeare’s day didn’t know he was writ¬
ing such great lines.”

“Well, who’s writing good stuff these days?”
“Oh, you’ve heard of names like Sherwood, O’Neill,

“Well, who’s the best?”
“Persistent, aren’t you? Pinning me down again?

Each writer is so different, it doesn’t seem fair to make
avalue compar ison.

»

W h a t e v e r t h a t m e a n s . ‘

“Wel l , those l ines about conscience —Ican quote
some modern lines which say some good things along
that line. Ever hear of The Cocktail. Party?”

“Why pastor, did you go to that?”
We laughed again. “No, Carl, not the party. T.

S. Eliot wrote aserious play with that title, and one
‘Very seldom, pastor, very seldom,” he said sadly, of the highspots that quiets down the whole audience

WE STOPPED CARL, our grumbling church cus¬
todian, as he came around the corner pushing atrash
b a r r e l . ‘Well, Carl, how’s the world treating you?‘
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comes when acharacter says something like this: Your
business is not to clear your conscience but to learn
how to bear the burden on your consc ience. That
seems to me to be some good thinking.”

“Not bad, not bad.”
“But Ithink the play Ihave enjoyed more than

any other of the modern ones was written by Arthur
Miller. He’s the one married to that glamor queen
who is not exact ly famous for her ta lent . Anyway,
he wrote Death of aSalesman and some other really
fine things. But best of al l , I think, far as I ’m con¬
cerned, is The Crucible.”

“You really l iked that, eh, pastor?”
“ I d o n ’ t k n o w w h a t I e v e r e n j o y e d m o r e . E v e n

though it is terribly tfagic. The language is beautiful,
the thoughts are what Iguess you’d have to call noble.”

“About all the plays Isee are on television.”
“Well, not many of them are much good. I’ve about

reached the conclusion that the only good ones are
t h o s e t h a t l a s t a t l e a s t 9 0 m i n u t e s . ”

“You’re r ight, pastor, a lot of t r ipe gets sent out
in the course of one evening. Idon’t hold much with
no censorship, but i t seems l ike some of that stuff
could be cut out —murders, sluggings, crime. When
my grandchi ldren come over Igot to watch a, l l the
time to see to it they don’t spend all their time looking
at some junk.”

“Yes, Carl. Let’s say that television is something
t h a t s h o u l d b e v i e w e d w i t h a l a r m . ”

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S Page 11

©4^ IGtiiing WoriI

I Take no Thought9 5

“ Ta k e n o t h o u g h t f o r t h e m o r r o w ” m e a n s
“Do not be anxious about tomorrow” (Matthew
6:34). “Take no thought how or what ye shal l
speak” means “Do not be anxious how you are
to speak or what you are to say” (Matthew 10:19).
“Be careful for nothing” means “Have no anxiety
about anything” (Philippians 4:6). “I would have
y o u w i t h o u t c a r e f u l n e s s ” m e a n s “ I w a n t y o u
t o b e f r e e f r o m a l l a n x i e t i e s ” ( I C o r i n t h i a n s
7:32). When Jesus gently reproved Martha for
being “careful about many things,” it was for
being “anxious” (Luke 10:40). In all these cases
we are dealing with the Greek word for anxiety;
the Engl ish words “thought,” “carefulness,” and
“carefu l ” were sound enough t ranslat ions of i t
in the sixteenth century, but today they mislead
the English reader.

Th is use o f “ take thought ” occurs once in
the O ld Tes tamen t ( I Samue l 9 :5 ) where the
young Saul, failing to find his father’s asses, says
to his servant, “Come, let us go back, lest my
fa ther cease to care about the asses and become
anxious about (take thought for) us.” As an
i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s n o w o b s o l e t e u s e o f t h e w o r d
“thought” in the sense of anxiety or trouble the
Oxford Engl ish Dict ionary ci tes asentence from
Samuel Purchas’ Pilgrimage (1613) which informs
the reader that “Soto died of thought in Florida.”

T h e w o r d “ s e c u r e ” i n 1 6 11 m e a n t w i t h o u t c a r e
or anx ie ty. I t descr ibed as ta te o f mind wh ich
might be over-confident. That meaning of the
word is now archaic; when we now use the word
“secure,” we mean really safe. In Judges 8:11
the army was not “secure,” but “off its guard;”
in Judges 18:7, 10, 27 the people were “unsus¬
pecting.” “Devise not evil against thy neighbour,
seeing he dwelleth securely by thee” (Proverbs
3:29) means:

“Do not plan evil against your neighbor who
dwells trustingly beside you.”

V

I

I
I
i

I
I

L O V E
W e d o n o t k n o w i n w h a t k i n d o f w o r l d w e s h a l l

W h a t w e d o k n o w i s t h a t h u m a n l o v e h a sl i v e

not completed i ts career. By i ts very nature i t re¬
news i tse l f , meet ing unknown prob lems wi th ever -
new responses, never believing in cessation or catas¬
trophe. Thus, in each world crisis, it assumes the
grace of dawn and of anew venture upon the way
of peace and promise. The fur ther humani ty fares,
the more wide is the way; the more therefore is its
cause for hope. And love and hope are kin.

t

I

Jean Gui t ton,
Essay on Human Love.

A N O I S E L E S S , PAT I E N T S P I D E R
Luther A. Weigle.Anoiseless, patient spidep,

Imarked, where, on alittle promontory, it stood
isolated;

Marked how, to explore the vacant, vast surrounding. Tentative Program for Third Assembly
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )

1 0 : 0 0 a . m . — C h i l d r e n ’ s f e s t i v a l . P a r a d e s t a d i u m .
12:15 p. m.—Committee meetings. Special interest groups,

rec i t a l s , e t c .
3:00 p. m.—Free in the event an additional plenary session

i s n e e d e d .

I t launched for th fi lament, fi lament, fi lament, out of
i tse l f ;

Ever unreeling them ever tirelessly speeding them.

And you, Omy soul , where you stand.
Surrounded, surrounded, in measureless oceans of

s p a c e .

Ceaselessly musing, venturing, throwing, —seeking
the spheres, to connect them;

3 : 3 0 p . m . — Yo u t h , p a r a d e ( t e n t a t i v e h o u r ) .
8 : 0 0 p . m . — P u b l i c E v e n t : “ O u r M i s s i o n t o t h e Yo u t h o f t h e

World,” parade stadium. Speaker: Bishop Hanns
Lil je, president of the Lutheran World Federa¬
t i o n .

Till the bridge you will need, be formed
ductile anchor hold;

Till the gossamer thread you fling, catch somewhere,
Omy Soul.

t i l l t h e Sunday, August 25

Delegates and official visitors will preach in
Twin Ci t ies area pu lp i ts .

4 :00 p . m .—Conc lud ing f es t i va l se rv i ce , t o be he ld on
grounds of State Capitol in St. Paul.— W a l t W h i t m a n .
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80 t l i Annua l Conven t ion o f the
American Evangelical

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
RINGSTED, IOWA, AUGUSOT 6-11, 1957

All pastors and delegates must send their registrations
a n d c r e d e n t i a l s t o t h e c h a i r m a n o f o u r c o m m i t t e e i n c h a r g e
of these, Mr. August Sorensen, Ringsted, Iowa, by July 15.

Other convention participants are also urged to register
with the Registration and Credentials Committee by July
15. We will provide housing accommodations for all the
convent ion personnel , pastors and delegates but may not
be able to provide housing for all convention guests. We
shall try to accommodate as many as may come.

In order that we may make adequate preparations we
u r g e t h a t y o u :

1. Note carefully the registration date and register in
t i m e ;

2. Notify us as early as possible, if for some reason you
must cancel your registration, that we do not hold
open housing for you which may be made available to
o t h e r s ;

3. Notify us if you want Motel or Hotel accommodations
rese rved f o r you .

Registration cards will be sent to the pastors in due time.
■We suggest that all convention guests use these. Details
about t ravel in format ion wi l l be suppl ied la ter.

Dr. LeRoy Henriksen, President.
C a r l o P e t e r s e n , P a s t o r .

The 80th annual convention of the American Evangelical
Lutheran Church wil l be held in the Ringsted Publ ic High
School building, Ringsted, Iowa, August 6-11, 1957, upon in¬
vitation of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ringsted,
Iowa. All the main business sessions and meetings will be

^held in the High School auditor ium and meals wi l l be served
to the convention pastors and delegates in the dining room of
the High School. The opening service will take place at the
High School auditorium Tuesday, August 6at 8p. m.
T h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n s o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l c o m m e n c e
Wednesday, August 7at 9a. m. Sunday morning services
wi l l be a t t he S t . Pau l ’s Lu the ran Church i n R ings ted and the
S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o n e m i l e e a s t o f t o w n .

All delegates representing the congregations of the synod
and chosen according to the by-laws of the synod must sub¬
mi t t he i r names in wr i t i ng to the c reden t ia l s commi t tee
of the convention in time to be in the hands of this com¬
mittee by July 15. The names of the delegates must be
certified by the seci’etai'ies of the respective congregations.
(Name and address of the chairman of the credentials com¬
mittee wil l appear in the invitat ion from St. John’s Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church printed below) All ministers of the
synod and others who have voting rights at the convention
and intending to attend same should also have their names
in the hands of the credentials committee by July 15.

The convention will deal with all the business submitted
to it according to the rules laid down in the synod by-laws
and those governing the institution, missions activities and
a u x i l i a r i e s o f t h e s y n o d .

All reports to come before the convention must be in
the hands of the president of the synod by May 20 in order
that they may be printed and distributed to the congrega¬
t i o n s a n d m i n i s t e r s f o r t h e i r s t u d y a n d c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n d u e
t i m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

Special attention is called to the following provisions in
the synod constitut ion:

“Every member shall be privileged to submit topics
f o r d i s c u s s i o n t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n . T h e s e t o p i c s s h a l l
be sent to the president of the synod, who shall publish
them at least six weeks prior to the convention.’’
Such topics must be at the address of the president by

July 1st in order to be published in the July 5th issue of
L U ’ I H E R A N T I D I N G S .

The meetings and services of the convention will be open
t o a l l m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f t h e s y n o d . A n n o u n c e m e n t
concerning avai lable faci l i t ies wi th respect to lodging and
m e a l s w i l l b e a n n o u n c e d b y t h e h o s t c o n g r e g a t i o n .

Subjects of great significance to the life and work of the
synod and its congregations as well as its ministers will come
b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n . C o n s c i e n t i o u s a t t e n t i o n b y a l l m e m ¬
bers of the synod, especially mihisters and delegates, to the
content of the Annual Report of the synod and the forth¬
coming issues of LUTHERAN TIDINGS dealing with con¬
vention matters, is recommended.

L e t u s p r a y f o r t h e w i l l o f G o d t o b e d o n e t h r o u g h
the deliberations and decisions of the synod convention and
may H is Sp i r i t gu ide us to se rve the purposes o f - God
through Christ ever more wi l l ingly and fai thful ly.

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

i S i l l■“ i l l yBooks y
I

Wu

by Haze l Severson McCar tney,I N T H E G R A Y R A I N , ”
Harper, 246 pages, $3.76.

A m o s t c h a r m i n g b o o k h a s b e e n t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e
author’s experience on three separate visits, two of them
extended stays, in the land of modern Japan. Mrs. McCartney
wr i tes wi th anicely balanced feel ing for both subject and
reader. Japan , desp i te he r fami l i a r i t y w i th i t , f o r he r i s
still aplace of enchantment, the exotic land of the Mikado,
the rim of the mysterious Orient.

Touches of this float across the pages like some delicate
incense from apagan temple or like fragrance from anearby
Japanese cherry orchard in bloom. But the body of the
book is people, and the author’s main concern is with por¬
traying the strange nobility and the captivating personality
of pei-sons she got to know so well.

Few writers about foreign lands, it seems to this reviewer,
are quite so successful in finding the heart-throb of distant
places and unknown peoples. The Orient possesses an
ancient high-mannered culture which 'Western influences
rapidly are despoiling. But the spoiling is only amildew
on the surface, if we can believe Mrs. McCartney, who writes
of people of great depth and breeding, simply profound,
and profoundly simple. Her discerning eye selects her de¬
scriptions and her events with care, and peoples her book
with avariety of personalities, so that there are few dull
moments , many de l igh t fu l ones , and a few g lo r ious ones.

Yo s h i k o , t h e h o u s e m a i d , a p p e a r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s e
sketches, akind of symbolic figure lor the whole race. And
although Mrs. McCartney was in Japan to teach, she soon
d i s c o v e r e d h o w m u c h t h e r e w a s t o l e a r n . Yo s h i k a S a n w a s
an apt and gentle teacher. Also aunifying thread through¬
out are the pencil sketches, done with finesse, and the cap¬
tivating l i t t le poems that serve as captions —not “hokkus,”
but typically Japanese poems nevertheless.

Th is is awarm, good book and has much to teach us
a b o u t h u m a n v a l u e s a n d d i g n i t y , a n d t h e s t r u g g l e o f t h e
f o r e i g n L u t h e r a n c o m m u n i t y. T h i s r e v i e w e r i s e a g e r l o r
ano ther book f rom Mrs . McCar tney, so we say, “Sense i ,
w r i t e u s a s e q u e l ! ”

April 27, 1957
1232 Pennsylvania Ave.,
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a .

C O N V E N T I O N I N V I T A T I O N

The St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran congregation, Ring¬
sted, Iowa, is pleased to extend ahearty invitation to pas¬
tors , de legates and members o f our synod to a t tend the
annual synodical convention which will be held here August
6-11, 1957. Our people are preparing for your coming with
h appy an t i c i pa t i on and w i l l do t he i r bes t t o make you r
stay enjoyable.

T h e E d i t o r .

P. S , R e a d e r s o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S h a v e a l r e a d y
h a d a s a m p l e . T h e y w i l l n o d o u b t r e m e m b e r “ F o r A l l
Fami l y ” ( f rom th i s book ) wh ich appeared in the Decem¬
b e r 2 0 i s s u e .
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NoteA
Canada to Denmark

liament bu i ld ing and that is as t ruc¬
tu re wor th see ing . I th ink Canad ians
have something here to be proud of,
a n d a l s o t h e p e a c e t o w e r w i t h t h e
carillon bells and many other things.
Icould have spent days in looking
things over, there are so many inter¬
esting places and corners as well as
h i s to r i ca l i nsc r i p t i ons to be seen . I
aga in went there Saturday fo renoon
and bought al i t t le book with descrip¬
t ions o f what i s o f spec ia l in te res t ,
as it is impossible to remember it all;
this art filled place. We also went to
the museum and again were confronted
w i th so many d i sp lays . Wha t i n te r¬
e s t e d m e m o s t w a s t h e l i f e o f t h e
E s k i m o s a n d I n d i a n s a n d a l l t h e m i n ¬
e r a l s t h a t a r e f o u n d i n C a n a d a . I t
is arich country we l ive in.

Every day we drove out from home,
one day t h rough t he Domin ion Ex¬
p e r i m e n t a l F a r m w h e r e K a r l i s a
l e a d e r o f o n e D e p a r t m e n t . T h e n e x t
day through the ci ty of Hul l way up
in the highlands, next day along the
O t t a w a R i v e r a n d t h e R i d e a u C a n a l
p laces o f i n te res t . I sha l l no t fo rge t
the many churches we saw, fif ty per
cent of the population is Catholic, and
they are building churches and schools
at agreat cost . On Saturday evening
we en joyed aSpr ing fes t i va l concer t
a n d t h a t w a s a g r e a t a f f a i r . A b o u t
3 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e e n t e r e d t h e c o l i s e u m b e ¬
s i d e s t h e m u s i c i a n s a n d t h e m i x e d
c h o i r . F i r s t w e r e t h e b a n d , 2 0 0 s t u ¬
den ts s t rong , g i r l s and young men ,
t h e n t h e o r c h e s t r a w i t h 1 2 5 i n s t r u ¬

m e n t s , a n d l a s t b u t n o t l e a s t , t h e
mixed cho i r o f 400 young men and
girls all in white. Not to be forgotten
were the Scottish pipers and dancers
w h o c a m e i n l a t e r i n t h e p r o g r a m .
Among other numbers the choir sang.

N o w t h a n k w e a l l o u r G o d , ” w o n d e r ¬
fu l hymn to l is ten to for aman f rom
t h e W e s t , w h e r e w e s o o f t e n h a v e
sha red Ch r i s t i an f e l l owsh ip a l so by
singing this hymn.

O n S u n d a y f o r e n o o n I w e n t t o s e r v ¬
i c e i n R i d e a u P a r k U n i t e d C h u r c h

where they have two serv ices every
S u n d a y f o r e n o o n . T h e m i n i s t e r u s e d
a s h i s t e x t “ I n t h e S h a d o w o f t h e

Cross , ” and we sang fami l ia r hymns
such as these, "In the Cross of Christ I
g lo ry, ” “When I su rvey the wondrous
C r o s s . ” A n d n o w I a m g e t t i n g r e a d y
for my t r ip to Montreal .

P. Rasmussen

A f t e r a t r i p t o V a n c o u v e r a n d E d ¬
monton in o rde r to say goodbye to
r e l a t i v e s a n d f r i e n d s a n d a f t e r a f a r e ¬
w e l l d i n n e r w i t h E l l e n i n R o s e d a l e
where children and grandchildren came
together, I lef t Calgary Monday night,
A p r i l 1 s t a t 6 : 2 0 o n t h e fi n e t r a i n
c a l l e d “ T h e C a n a d i a n . ”

S o m e o f t h e c h i l d r e n h a d c o m e i n
f r o m t h e c o u n t r y a n d I w a s g l a d l y
s u r p r i s e d b y t h e i r l o v e a n d f a i t h f u l ¬
ness. The next morning we were on
our way to Winnipeg. The land west
of this great western city is low, flat
and rich soil, but it was still very wet
and muddy; it will take some time yet
b e f o r e t h e f a r m e r s c a n w o r k i t a n d

s o w t h e g r a i n . I t i s n o d o u b t t h e
b r e a d b a s k e t o f t h e P r o v i n c e o f M a n i ¬

toba and has been settled many years.
But east of Winnipeg i t is adi fferent
s tory a l together concern ing farming.
M i l e a f t e r m i l e we see no th ing bu t
m i l l i o n s o f t r e e s o n t h e r o c k y g r o u n d ,
e v e r g r e e n s , s p r u c e , h e m l o c k a n d p o p ¬
lar. There are hundreds or probably
t h o u s a n d s o f l a k e s a n d s t r e a m s a t t h e

present time covered with ice and deep
s n o w. S o m e d a y t h e i c e w i l l m e l t
and the snow wi l l d isappear for the
days a re sunny and b r i gh t . I am up
with the sun and take my seat in the
dome to stay there most of the day,
en joy the r ide every minute a l l ' the
w a y . I c a n w e l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e
b u i l d e r s o f t h e r o a d s o m e t i m e s d o u b t e d
i f t hey shou ld sw i t ch and go sou th
t h r o u g h t h e S t a t e s o r t r y t o b r e a k
through th is wi ld and rocky country.
They were men of vision, energy and
ski l l and they d id break through, so
n o w w e h a v e t w o t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l C a n ¬
a d i a n r a i l r o a d s f r o m c o a s t t o c o a s t .
They are winding through the val leys
b u t t h e t r a i n i s m a k i n g g o o d t i m e ;
the man who has charge of it is guided
by orders f rom headquar ters , as we
s h o u l d a l s o b e i f w e a r e C h r i s t i a n s ,
and the many signals along the way,
—they are green when we approach
them, they tu rn red when we c ross
them and g ive warn ing to them that
f o l l o w . I s e e n o f a r m s n o r f a r m ¬
houses, only now and then ahut prob¬
a b l y b u i l t b y a l o n e l y t r a p p e r . T h e
t r a i n m a n t e l l s m e t h a t t h e l a k e s a r e
r i c h i n d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f fi s h a n d
a t t r a c t i v e t o t o u r i s t s i n s u m m e r t i m e .
The monotony is broken by beaut i fu l
camping places beside alake and here
we find summer cottages in great num¬
b e r s . T h e t o w n s b e t w e e n t h e i n d u s t r i a l
c e n t e r s a r e s m a l l a n d f a r b e t w e e n .
In former days i t was customary for
the railroads to have afamily dwelling

in the houses as agents and caretakers
but now it is mostly young and single
men; ch i ld ren had to go to schoo l .

I f N o r t h e r n O n t a r i o i s l a c k i n g i n
farming it is rich in industry with
mineral resources to any amount.

O u r t r a i n a r r i v e d a t D e t r o i t f r o m
Toronto at 11:25 p. m. in ablinding
s n o w s t o r m , t h a t l a s t e d t h r o u g h t h e
n ight and tu rned in to th ree days o f
wet weather. But in spite of the storm
T h o r v a l d a n d w i f e w e r e a t t h e s t a ¬
tion to meet me and in their cozy
h o m e I s p e n t t h e n i g h t . T h e n I w a s
taken to Marietta next day. The first
n i g h t t h e r e I w e n t t o a L e n t e n s e r v i c e
and spoke together with aPresbyterian
minister. Sunday, the 7th of April,
I p r e a c h e d a t t h e c h u r c h i n G e r m a n i a
a t 1 0 o ’ c l o c k a n d a t J u h l a t 1 1 : 2 0 .
Iwas very pleased with the attendance
and also the spirit of the congregation.
They had Communion at both places.
In t he a f t e rnoon Ime t many f r i ends
and relatives at P. Appel’s home where
he and his good wife had “open house.”
His son and daughter-in-law came up
f r o m D e t r o i t a n d I w e n t w i t h t h e m i n
the evening. We stopped at Pont iac
to see Agnes , the nurse ; her home
t o w n i s a l s o M a r i e t t a .

M o n d a y m o r n i n g , A p r i l 8 t h , I l e f t
Detroi t and stopped over at London,
Ontario. Ihad phoned Pastor Morgens
P r e d s t r u t f r o m D e t r o i t , a s I w a n t e d t o
m e e t h i m a n d s e e h o w m u c h h e h a d
made out of his service as missionary
among the Danes in tha t coun t ry. I
h a d n e v e r m e t h i m b e f o r e . H e i s s e n t
o u t b y D . K . U . i n D e n m a r k . I w a s
su rp r i sed t o see t he p rog ress t hey
had made during the three years since
he came out; they have both achurch
a n d a p a r s o n a g e . H e p h o n e d P a s t o r
N o m m e s e n i n H a m i l t o n , a n o l d f r i e n d
from West Canada, so he came and we
h a d a p l e a s a n t t i m e t o g e t h e r i n t h e
a f t e r n o o n . N o m m e s e n w e n t h o m e i n

the late evening. Is tayed wi th Pred¬
s t r u t o v e r n i g h t . T h a t w a s a g o o d
v i s i t a n d t h e y a l l w a n t e d m e t o c o m e
b a c k f r o m D e n m a r k . M r s . N o m m e s e n
w a s n o t w i t h u s a s s h e h a d t o g o t o
a L a d i e s ’ A i d m e e t i n g i n S t . C a t h e r i n e ;
but they would both come to Toronto
t h e n e x t d a y w h e r e I s h o u l d w a i t a
l i t t l e o v e r a n h o u r . W e h a d p l a n n e d
to have dinner together in the station
and talk things over, but that stat ion
i s a b e e h i v e , — w e f o u n d e a c h o t h e r
just afew minutes before my train left
f o r O t t a w a . T h e r e m y s o n , K a r l ,
a n d P e a r l , h i s w i f e , m e t m e a t 1 0
o ’ c l o c k a n d I w a s w e l l t a k e n c a r e o f .

The next day we were at the Par-

u

P . R a s m u s s e n .

R e f o r m a t i o n f o r U s
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

a n d t o f o l l o w H i m . H e w a n t e d n o
p o w e r o f g o v e r n m e n t o r c h u r c h o r o f
m a n t o f o r c e u s
c e p t t h e p o w e r o f h i s l o v e i n t h e f a c e
of Christ, looking at you and me from
t h e c r o s s .

God help us a l l to know the t ruth
about ourse lves, so we wi l l use our
f r e e d o m t o f o l l o w H i m e a c h d a y o f
the week, and each Sunday.

Ye sha l l know the t ru th , and the
truth shal l make you free.

n o p o w e r a t a l l e x -

t t

i i
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Newark , New Jersey. In Be thesda

C h u r c h h e r e , w i t h Te d T h u e s e n a s
p a s t o r, w o r k i s p r o g r e s s i n g o n t h e
r e l o c a t i o n e f f o r t s . P e r m i s s i o n h a s
b e e n s o u g h t t o l o c a t e i n l o w e r C l i f t o n ,
the Allwood Section. West Orange has
b e e n a b a n d o n e d a s a p o s s i b l e l o c a t i o n .
D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t E i n a r A n d e r s e n w i l l
speak here June 2and present an or¬
g a n c o n c e r t . P a s t o r T h u e s e n i s a t
p resen t i n Des Mo ines fo r Pas to rs '
I n s t i t u t e .

M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n e s o t a . A P a n e l
D i s c u s s i o n o n L u t h e r a n U n i t y w a s
scheduled for April 28 at St. Peder ’s
C h u r c h h e r e . D r . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n
was one of the invi ted panel ists. He
also was to preach at morning services
the same day.

Eacine, Wisconsin. On Holy Thurs¬
day, three Communion Services were
c o n d u c t e d i n B e t h a n i a C h u r c h h e r e ,
o n e a t 3 p . m . , o n e a t 6 p . m . a n d
one a t 7 :30 p . m . On Good F r i day
s e r v i c e s w e r e c o n d u c t e d a t 1 2 : 4 5 u n t i l
2 p . m . w i t h P a s t o r H a r o l d K o l s k y , o f
H o l y C o m m u n i o n C h u r c h , a s s i s t i n g
Pastor Robert Heide. Sunrise worship
was held Easter morning, with break¬
f a s t s e r v e d b y t h e y o u n g p e o p l e a t
7 :30 a . m. New paramounts fo r the
a l t a r , p u l p i t a n d l e c t e r n a r e b e i n g
made by members of the Altar Gui ld
h e r e . A n e w l e c t e r n , a c r e d e n c e s h e l f
and aguest register desk —all memo¬
r i a l g i f t s — h a v e b e e n e m p l a c e d . A
t h e r m o s t a t i c a l l y c o n t r o l l e d p o r t a b l e
e l e c t r i c h e a t e r h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d a s a
gift for the secretary’s office.

S a l i n a s , C a l i f o r n i a . P a s t o r a n d M r s .
A r t h u r F r o s t e x p e c t t o l e a v e S a l i n a s
soon according to anote in the latest
b u l l e t i n f r o m t h e c h u r c h h e r e . P a s t o r

Frost is resigning because of ill health.
He points out in the messenger that
in his 37 years of service in our synod
he has served five congregations, and
t h e l a s t t h r e e h a v e a l l h a d t h e n a m e o f

St. Ansgar ’s.
Seat t le , Washington. Dr. A lexander

Schreiner was guest organist for the
Dedicatory Organ Concer t he ld Apr i l
2 5 . T h e c h u r c h w a s w e l l - fi l l e d f o r t h e

fine program, including Mendelssohn’s
S o n a t a ( N o . 1 ) i n F M i n o r , a n d a g r o u p
of select ions by Louis Vierne and by
M r . S c h r e i n e r h i m s e l f a s w e l l a s a
Bach group. The organ is an Estey,
rebuilt and enlarged to 14 ranks.

Detroit, Michigan. The Ladies’ Aid
here has allocated $1,000 to furnish car¬
p e t i n g f o r t h e n e w p a r s o n a g e n o w
be ing bu i l t he re , and a lso sen t one
h u n d r e d d o l l a r s t o t h e o r g a n f u n d .
P a s t o r S v e n d J o r g e n s e n h a s b e e n
e l e c t e d P a s t o r E m e r i t u s . I n s t a l l a t i o n
of the new pastor, Howard Christensen,
has been set for June 2, a t 10:30 a. m.
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Gora Tudu spoke at the Holy Thursday
s e r v i c e h e r e . D a n e b o d C h o i r p r e s e n t e d
D u b o i s ’ “ T h e S e v e n L a s t W o r d s o f
Christ” on April 10 under Bruce Chris¬
t e n s e n ’ s d i r e c t i o n .

Los Angeles, California. Missionary
Oluf Eie was aguest speaker at Danish
serv ices here Easter morn ing. E ight
young people were confirmed Palm
Sunday. New improvements on the
property here include arepainting of
the church kitchen, and the construc¬
tion of alarge storage cabinet with
sliding doors for choir robes. Choir
director is Crist Mikkelsen, former di¬
r e c t o r o f o u r D e s M o i n e s a n d C h i c a g o
(St. Stephen’s) choirs, now music in¬
s t ruc to r a t E l Cam ino Co l l ege . The
choir is preparing operetta music for
presentation at the District Convention,
May 18, and will be singing with the
Joint Distr ict choir on the Sunday of
the convent ion under Mr. Mikkelsen’s
d i r e c t i o n .

l i l l ’ i

O U R C H U R C H

Cozad, Nebraska. Early Easter morn¬
i n g a d a u g h t e r w a s b o r n t o P a s t o r
a n d M r s . T h o r v a l d H a n s e n , n a m e d
Nancy Carol.

Seat t le , Wash ington. Dr. and Mrs .
Jens Kjeer have anew address: 5800
Greenwood Avenue, Seatt le 3, Wash.
Mrs. Kjger is at this writing attending
aregional Organists’ Conference in
Spokane. Dr. Kjasr has accompanied
her for acouple of days’ rest and to
enjoy the highlights of the conference.

Badger-Lake Norden, South Dakota.
Bethany Lutheran Church here, for the
first time, had Lenten Services with
First Engl ish, (ALC), with attendance
number ing about 100. Immanuel Lu¬
theran had joint services, also for the
firs t t ime, wi th the F inn ish Lutheran
Church, also with good success. Good
Friday four churches had aunion
s e r v i c e i n L a k e N o r d e n , w i t h t h e t w o
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g , a s
w e l l a s t h e l o c a l M i s s i o n C o v e n a n t
Church and the Bapt ist Church, wi th
the worship being held in Immanuel
C h u r c h , t h e l a r g e s t o f t h e f o u r. —
C o n t r i b u t e d .

Waterloo, Iowa. The Senior choir here
sang Stainer’s familiar "The Crucifix¬
ion,” on Good Friday. ASunrise Song
Serv ice at 6 :30 a. m. was he ld , fo l lowed
b y E a s t e r b r e a k f a s t s e r v e d b y t h e
Youth Fel lowship and Kupple ’s K lub.
P a s t o r a n d M r s . R i c h a r d S o r e n s e n a r e
on vacat ion in Ca l i fo rn ia dur ing the
month of May, where he wi l l lecture
in Solvang, speak in Los Angeles at a
morn ing serv ice , and poss ib ly e lse¬
where . The i r t r i p w i l l t ake them up
into Oregon before they return.

K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a . T h e S u n d a y
school sponsored an unusual idea here
o n G o o d F r i d a y w i t h a c a n d l e l i g h t
“ S e r v i c e o f t h e S h a d o w s . ” T h e
pageantry is brought wi th symbol ism
as the Passion story unfolds into in¬
creasing darkness, until finally only
one l ight is lef t burning ( the l ight of
God ’s l ove ) . Th i s l i gh t , however, i s
not put out, though it leaves the room
briefly to symbolize the three days of
entombment. “ I t then returns in g lad
ant ic ipat ion o f Easter morn ing. ” New
w i n d o w s a n d d o o r s h a v e b e e n i n s t a l l e d
in the church recently, paid for mainly
by In Memor ia l g i f ts . The o ld doors
have served for over fifty years.

Gran ly, M iss i ss ipp i . Pas to r Ho lge r
S t r a n d s k o v s e r v e d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n
here on Palm Sunday, while Dr. Alfred
J e n s e n v i s i t e d h i s f o r m e r c o n g r e g a t i o n
i n K i m b a l l t o n i n P a s t o r S t r a n d s k o v ’ s
a b s e n c e .

Ty ler, Mi iu iesota . The Eng l ish La¬
dies’ Aid sponsored aSmorgasbord and
Bazaa r du r i ng Ap r i l , w i t h hos tesses
i n D a n i s h c o s t u m e . E a r l i e r i n t h e
month , Pau l Nuss le ’s b ro the r, Mark ,
spoke on the sub jec t , “An Amer ican
Teen-Ager Goes Overseas” and showed
s l i des o f h i s r ecen t t r i p t o Eu rope .

Solvang, California. A“Slave Auc¬
tion”, sponsored by Luther League, for
the benefit of the building fund brought
$770 profit. The women’s organization
here are buying new carpeting for the
church. Missionary Oluf Eie spoke here
recent ly.

Dagmar, Montana. Muriel Nielsen
scheduled to v is i t here Apri l 27w a s

and 28. Two people from this congre¬
gation attended the District Workshop
held in Minneapolis early this spring.
Anew Sunday Schoo l has been o r¬
ganized with 18 teachers and 5sub¬
st i tu tes. Leora Johansen is super in¬
tendent, and Robert Hermansen is pas¬
t o r .

Bridgeport, Connecticut. Dr. Ernest
Nielsen and his niece, Muriel Nielsen,
were speakers here on separate occa¬
s i o n s r e c e n t l y. A n o r g a n c o m m i t t e e
here i s inves t iga t ing var ious o rgans
for recommendat ion fo r purchase by
the congrega t ion . Ear l y i n Apr i l t he
annual “housecleaning” was conducted,
with members of the congregation ap¬
p e a r i n g a t t h e c h u r c h i n o l d c l o t h e s
to cooperate in beautifying the prop¬
e r t y .

Des Moines, Iowa. The Young Adult
Group 4»gether with the LYF had an
Easter breakfast and Song Service at
U n i o n P a r k . E a r l i e r i n A p r i l t h e
L a d i e s ’ A i d h a d a S a n t a l M i s s i o n e v e ¬

n i n g , w i t h M u r i e l N i e l s e n a s g u e s t
speaker. The Junior Choir also sang.

Newell , Iowa. Easter Sunrise Serv¬
ices were conducted here, sponsored
b y D U K w i t h a b r e a k f a s t f o l l o w i n g
the worship. Confirmation is scheduled
f o r M a y 5 .

M a r l e t t e , M i c h i g a n . P a s t o r J a m e s
L u n d h a s b e g u n w o r k h e r e a n d i n t h e
nearby Home Mission, assisting Pastor
H a r r y A n d e r s e n . P a s t o r L u n d c o n ¬
ducts one service aSunday, as asemi-
r e t i r e d p a s t o r , a n d s u p e r v i s e s t h e
month ly Messenger pub l ished by the
congregation. Pastor Lund and Pastor
A n d e r s e n w e r e s c h e d u l e d t o a t t e n d

Pastors’ Institute in early May in Des
M o i n e s .

Tlie youngster was being chided for
h is low grades. As an a l ib i he said,
“Well , al l the boys at school got C’s
and D’s, too.”

“ A l l o f t h e m ? ” h e w a s c r o s s q u e s -
“ H o w a b o u t l i t t l e J o h n n yt i n n e d .

Jones, who lives down the street?”
“Oh, he got high grades,” the young¬

ster admitted. “But you see, he’s dif¬
fe ren t . He has two b r i gh t pa ren t s . ”
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L u t h e r a n L e a d e r W a r n s

Against “Misty Sentiment
in Religion

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Apr i l 3—Pres¬
ent-day Christianity is fall ing short of
its potential because too often it allows
itself to be used as agood-luck charm,
t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a d e c l a r e d h e r e l a s t

n ight .
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New York,

called on the 32 synodical presidents
o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a n d
the denomination’s Lutheran Evangel¬
ism Mission leaders to unite to “dispel
the fog” that surrounds too much of
t h e o r d i n a r y m a n ’ s r e l i g i o n i n t h e
United States today.

M u c h o f m o d e r n - d a y C h r i s t i a n i t y
fa l l s shor t o f i t s po ten t ia l , ” Dr. F ry
d e c l a r e d i n a n a d d r e s s , " b e c a u s e i t i s
l a r g e l y m i s t y s e n t i m e n t .

“ To o o f t e n , ” h e s a i d , “ i t e v e n a l l o w s
i t s e l f t o b e u s e d a s a g o o d l u c k c h a r m .
I f r e l i g i o n i s h o o k e d u p w i t h s o m e ¬
thing, a lmost anything f rom afootbal l
game to aco ld war, success is assured. ”

Dr. Fry cont inued:
T h e c h u r c h i s n o t f a i r t o t h e f a i t h ¬

ful and sincere Christ ian people in i t
until it gives them sharp, clean, factual
convictions. The average layman does
not have anyth ing wor thwhi le to say
1^0 others about his faith or to live by
inside himself, until that happens.

. " B e f o r e a b a k e r o r a s t o c k b r o k e r
o r a h o u s e w i f e c a n b e a n e f f e c t i v e
evangelist among his friends, he must
know prec ise ly and v iv id ly what the
‘evangel’ is, which is another name for
t h e G o s p e l .

One indiv idual ’s personal approach
to another is the ideal start ing point
for the spread of Christianity, Dr. Fry
said, in referring to his denomination’s
continent-wide evangel ism effort.

Tha t approach , he con t inued , has
three major advantages:

“I t strengthens the rel igious exper¬
iences of the speaker by forcing him
to th ink through, and then g ive ora l
expression to what he believes.

I t w i n s t h e c o n fi d e n c e o f t h e l i s t e n ¬
ers through i ts obvious sincer i ty and
apersonal interest in him.

I t avo ids excess ive emot iona l ism,
which can be an undesirable by-product
o f a m a s s a p p e a l .

D r . F r y r e c a l l e d t h a t s a l t i s o n e o f
the picturesque names given to Chris¬
tians by Jesus.

I t i s t r u e i n t w o d i r e c t i o n s , ” t h e
L u t h e r a n l e a d e r d e c l a r e d ,

n e e d e d f o r a c o m p l e t e p i c t u r e . W e
n e e d t o b e g a t h e r e d a n d p u r i fi e d l i k e
s a l t ; t h a t i s w h a t h a p p e n s i n c h u r c h
worship before God’s al tar.

We e q u a l l y n e e d t o b e s e n t o u t
as purified salt into every business and
s c h o o l r o o m a n d f a r m . O n l y a s t h a t
happens, the flavor and preservat ive
qualities of religion can be carried into
every nook and corner of our society,
w h i c h i s w h e r e i t b e l o n g s . ”
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transitory and the duties of the class¬
r o o m w i l l a l t o g e t h e r t o o s o o n h a v e t o
b e r e s u m e d . H o w e v e r , t h i s w e e k h a s
h a d i t s m e r i t s .

Help for Slesvig
Chicago, 111.—In December, 1956, a

non-profit corporation known as “Amer¬
i c a n F r i e n d s o f S l e s v i g ” w a s o r g a n ¬
ized. Slesvig is the area south of the
b o r d e r b e t w e e n D e n m a r k a n d G e r ¬
many where live many people of Dan¬
ish origin. Mostly farm people, these
S l e s v i g i n h a b i t a n t s a r e i n s e r i o u s
financ ia l t roub le , and repor ted ly are
being forced out of business by the
influx of refugees who qualify for cer¬
t a i n g o v e r n m e n t h e l p w h i c h i s n o t
g r a n t e d a l l f a r m e r s .

A m e r i c a n F r i e n d s o f S l e s v i g ” i s a n
organization of Slesvig-conscious Amer¬
icans who desire to help those who
are in distress.' The corporation, which
i s i n c o r p o r a t e d u n d e r t h e l a w s o f
I l l inois, offers gi f t bonds for sale to
the pub l i c a t $15 .00 abond . Money
t h u s c o l l e c t e d w i l l b e t u r n e d o v e r t o
a s i m i l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n i n D e n m a r k
k n o w n a s t h e “ S o u t h S l e s v i g F u n d
o f 1 9 5 5 . ” L o a n s f r o m t h i s f u n d w i l l
b e m a d e a v a i l a b l e , t h r o u g h D a n i s h
c r e d i t b a n k s , t o y o u n g D a n i s h f a r m e r s
so that they may stay on their land,
which in many cases has been in the
family for generations, even centuries.

' T h e s e f u n d s w i l l a l s o b e u s e d t o
assit in creating new employment and
p r e s e r v i n g e x i s t i n g e m p l o y m e n t i n
order to s top emigra t ion o f Dan ish-
background youth f rom Slesv ig .

M r . A k s e l N i e l s e n , 7 3 3 0 W . N o r t h
Avenue , E lmwood Pa rk 35 , I l l i no i s ,
the t reasurer of the corporat ion, wi l l
m a k e g i f t b o n d s a v a i l a b l e t o t h o s e o f
the publ ie-who wish to assist in this
h u m a n i t a r i a n c a u s e . M r . F r e d H a n ¬

sen, o f the same c i ty, i s p res ident ,
a n d H a n s P. J o h n s o n , O m a h a , a n d
Christ ian Warthoe, Chicago, are v ice
pres idents . Secretary is Pastor Paul
Wikman 8500 Maryland Ave., Chicago,
the ed i tor o f “K i rke og Fo lk . ” Other
d i r e c t o r s a r e H j a l m a r B e r t e l s e n , A n t o n
Kvist and Wil l iam Thorsen, al l of the
Ch icago a rea . Bond ho lde rs w i l l be
p e r m i t t e d t o v o t e a t t h e a n n u a l m e e t ¬
i n g s o f t h e c o r p o r a t i o n .

A n d s o w e a w a i t t h e E a s t e r m o r n i n g
w i t h i t s e v e r - n e w R e s u r r e c t i o n m e s ¬
sage. Thank God that it is not transi¬
to ry ! Bu t the re a re i nd i ca t i ons tha t
t h i s w i l l be a t r u l y d i f f e ren t Eas te r.
This year we can anticipate the Easter
traditions, such as the menial tasks of
a lone ly breakfas t minus the co lored
Easter eggs, asimple dinner after the
c h u r c h s e r v i c e w i t h o u t t h e u s u a l b u s t l e

and stir of alarge family meal —even
t h e n e g l e c t o f t h e p u r c h a s e o f a n e w
— n o t n e e d e d E a s t e r “ o u t fi t . ” W e c a n

ant ic ipate an Easter wi thout the so-
called “frills” that usually accompany
such aday. I s t h i s an i nd i ca t i on o f
sen i l i t y —or cou ld i t be sens ib i l i t y?

I t

u

C h r i s t i s r i s e n ! ” T h a t m e s s a g e i s
t h e a c m e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n g o s p e l . To
these young people, Easter 1957 will be
d i f f e r e n t . T h e s o n g s e r v i c e , t h e l i g h t e d
tapers, the Lord’s Prayer wi i l a l l be
d i f f e r e n t . N e v e r a g a i n w i l l a n y o f t h i s
ever be quite the same. To the Chris¬
t i a n , E a s t e r 1 9 5 7 i s i n d e e d a t i m e
“ W h e n I u n d i s t u r b e d n e e d d r a w n e a r

Yes, “Speak, OGod, and Iwil l
A m e n !

n

n

T h e e ,
h e a r T h e e . t }

M a r i e M . H a l d .

Good Friday, 1957.

N L C C h u r c h C o n v e n t i o n s
J u n e 1 2 - 1 6 a t M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n . —

6 1 s t a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e o f L u t h e r a n
F r e e C h u r c h ( 7 2 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s . )

June 13-18 at Racine, Wis. —61st
a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f U n i t e d E v a n ¬
gelical Lutheran Church (60,000 mem¬
b e r s ) .

June 16-19 at Hancock, Mich. —68th
annual convention of Finnish Evangeli¬
cal Lutheran Church or Suomi Synod
(35,000 members).

June 17-23 at Omaha, Neb. —98th
annual synod of Augustana Lutheran
C h u r c h ( 5 3 7 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s ) .

Augus t 6 -11 a t R ings ted , I owa —
8 0 t h a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f A m e r i c a n
Evangelical Lutheran Church (22,000
m e m b e r s ) .

T h r e e o f t h e c h u r c h b o d i e s a f fi l i a t e d
with the NLC hold biennial conventions
a n d a r e s c h e d u l e d t o m e e t n e x t y e a r .
They are the United Lutheran Church
i n A m e r i c a , E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h a n d A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h .

E a s t e r 1 9 5 7
t t

“Speak ,OGod, and Iw i l l hear Thee;
Let Thy wi l l be done indeed;

M a y I u n d i s t u r b e d d r a w n e a r T h e e
While Thou dost Thy people feed;

Here the l iving waters flow.
H e r e i s b a l m f o r a l l o u r w o e . ”

T h u s w e b e g a n o u r M a u n d y T h u r s ¬
day even ing Commun ion Se rv i ce . I t
was aspec ia l se rv i ce . Twe lve young
people were shar ing th is Communion
w i t h u s f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e . A t t h e c l o s e

o f t h e s e r v i c e o u r p a s t o r i n v i t e d t h e s e
y o u n g s t e r s t o r e t u r n o f t e n w i t h u s t o
t h e L o r d ’ s T a b l e .

T h i s E a s t e r o f 1 9 5 7 w a s t o h a v e b e e n

— j u s t a n o t h e r E a s t e r A n d a l t h o u g h
this is only Good Fr iday wi th Easter
Sunday in the offing, one realizes that
i t is another Easter —true, but adi f¬
fe ren t —aun ique Day !

O u r E a s t e r . v a c a t i o n f r o m s c h o o l i s

t f

G O S S I P

“ B e f o r e I l e a r n e d h o w c r u e l
Jus t common ta l k cou ld be , ^
I thought that wo i ’ds were s ing ing

t h i n g s
W i t h c o l o r s l i k e t h e s e a .
B u t s i n c e I ’ v e f e l t t h e i r c a u s t i c l a s h .
And learned how they can s t ing ,
Ihold my breath when words go by
For fear they wi l l not s ing.

— L e x i e D e a n R o b e r t s o n .

f t

t tB o t h a r e

t (

f )
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Tickets Reported Plentiful
Minneapo l i s —(NLC) —Ticke ts fo r

the nine plenary sessions of the Lu¬
t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n s T h i r d A s ¬
sembly are “in plentiful supply,” it
was reported by Dr. E. Clifford Nelson,
d i r e c t o r o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l g a t h e r i n g
scheduled here August 15-25.

D r. N e l s o n s a i d h e i s s u e d h i s s t a t e ¬
ment to counteract the mistaken im¬
pression that all seats have already
been disposed of for the main sessions
o f the Assemb ly in the M inneapo l i s
Aud i to r ium. Ar rangements a re be ing
m a d e , h e p o i n t e d o u t , t o h a n d l e a
daily attendance of up to 10,000.

Tickets for the plenary sessions are
.being sold at $1.00 each and may be

obtained by writ ing the church head¬
q u a r t e r s o f t h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u ¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h , A u g u s t a n a L u t h e r a n
Church, Lutheran Free Church, Suomi
Synod, Evangel ical Lutheran Church,
Uni ted Evangel ica l Lutheran Church,
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a
and Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

After July 1. all undistributed plen¬
ary tickets will be returned to the LWF
at its temporary office in the Lutheran
Brotherhood Building, 701 Second Ave¬
nue South, Minneapolis, where all re¬
quests should then be directed.

T i c k e t s f o r t h e p u b l i c e v e n t s a r e
free and are automatically sent to'
those ordering plenary t ickets. Those
w h o d e s i r e e x t r a p u b l i c e v e n t s t i c k e t s
may obtain them by wri t ing the LWF
o f fi c e i n M i n n e a p o l i s .

No tickets are required for the open¬
ing service of the Assembly, the vis¬
itor ’s program, the fest ival of hymns, ,
t he you th r a l l y, and t he conc lud ing
f e s t i v a l s e r v i c e . D r . N e l s o n s a i d .

Money Matters
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 8 ) ( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

to the world, “Whi le Ibreathe, Ipray.”
W h e n C h r i s t i a n s t a l k t o g e t h e r a b o u t

t h e “ p r o b l e m ” o f f a m i l y d e v o t i o n s ,
two sub-prob lems are sure to come
up : “When can we find a t ime when
the fami l y can be toge ther, re laxed
a n d f r e e f r o m d i s t r a c t i o n s ? W h a t
f o r m s h a l l o u r d e v o t i o n s t a k e t h a t w i l l
b e m e a n i n g f u l f o r a f a m i l y w h o s e
members are of different ages and
interests? '

So lv ing the las t w i l l , I be l i eve , go
a l o n g w a y t o w a r d s o l v i n g t h e fi r s t .
Most o f us find t ime, even in these
busy days to do the things we feel are
t r u l y i m p o r t a n t .

Family devotions need not be scaled
d o w n t o t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l l e v e l o f t h e
y o u n g e s t . C h i l d r e n r e s p o n d t o a t m o s ¬
phere as much as to aknowledge they
can grasp with their minds. They de¬
s e r v e t h e i r o w n p e r i o d s o f i n s t r u c t i o n
w h e n B i b l e s t o r i e s a n d p r a y e r s a r e f o r
t h e m . T h e y c a n a l s o s h a r e i n t h e
prayer l i fe of the family.

T h e B i b l e i s G o d ’ s m o s t e f f e c t i v e

ins t rument fo r meet ing the Chr is t ian
family. Reading brief, familiar pas¬
sages in one of the new translations
wil l open new channels of thought to
w h i c h w e c a n r e s p o n d i n t h e w o r d s o f
t h e c r e e d o r t h e L o r d ’ s p r a y e r . S o m e ¬
t i m e s o u r r e s p o n s e m a y b e “ i n f o r m a l ”
p r a y e r .

A lways our fo rms must be flex ib le
e n o u g h t o a l l o w f o r v a r i e t y. H a b i t
is both the strength and the weakness
of devot ions. Combining the habi t o f
devot ion with freedom and var iety of
e x p r e s s i o n i s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f
C h r i s t i a n p a r e n t s .

W h o k n o w s ? I n o u r f a m i l y t h e r e
may be more l i t t l e wh i t e caps t han
t h e w o r l d w i l l e v e r s e e .

M a r g a r e t J a c o b s I r v i n .
P r o f e s s o r o f C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n ,

Ch icago Lutheran Seminary,
M a y w o o d , I l l i n o i s

As Isaid before good things have
been done with this system.

Now let us do alittle mathematical
figuring. In round numbers, there
are 500 people who belong to AELYF,
which equals $500 ayear in the na¬
tional treasury. For the past years,
our national church board has been
very gracious in supporting us with
$350. Youth Sunday offerings usî ly
amount to about $200 ayear. This
amounts to atotal of $1,050 toward
our imnual budget. With this w-e must
pay all national board travel and of¬
fice expenses, committee and publica¬
tions office expenses (Operations India,
Pagii-g Youth, Handbook Committee,
e t c . )

UCYM delegate expenses, honorar¬
iums for speakers at our conventions,
program material, and aho.«t of other
articles, plus the matters in the above
first paragraph! Our original $1,050
doesn’t hold up very long under such
heavy expenditures, does it? Cut the
expenditures down? This might sound
easy, but you try it. We have!

Ithink Ihave abetter solution.
Why not establish apledge system with

local LYF just as we have toward
our local church t reasury?
AELYF member would contribute just
o n e

o u r
I f e v e r y

dollar more to the national treas-
would have a$1,500 budget.u r y , w e

and what ahelp this would be! If
every member would contribute just
t w o d o l l a r s m o r e a y e a r — $ 2 , 0 0 0 !
How many of us couldn’t afford to
contr ibute five dol lars ayear? Answer
this honestly. Each person should
pledge aself-chosen amount each year
to his local fellowship. This could be
paid in installments if necessary, but
paid by acertain date. Simple isn’t
it? This is giving! This is Steward¬
s h i p !

The Methodist Youth Fellowship has
what Ibel ieve is agood system. Each
local MYF pledges an amount to its
d is t r ic t t reasury each year, which in
t u r n c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h e n a t i o n a l t r e a s ¬
ury. The group with which Iworked
two years ago numbered about 25.
They pledged $150 each year to their
district treasury! They met this pledge
pa r t l y t h rough o f f e r i ngs wh i ch we re
taken at each meeting’s worship serv-
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mi c r Spinoza, one of the wisest of men,

and who lived consistently in accord¬
a n c e w i t h h i s o w n w i s d o m , a d v i s e d
men to view passing events under the
a s p e c t o f e t e r n i t y. T h o s e w h o c a n
l e a r n t o d o t h i s w i l l fi n d a p a i n f u l
p r e s e n t m u c h m o r e b e a r a b l e t h a n i t
would otherwise be. They can see i t
as apassing moment, adiscord to be
r e s o l v e d , a t u n n e l t o b e t r a v e r s e d . A
s m a l l c h i l d w h o h a s h u r t h i m s e l f
weeps as if the world contained nothing
b u t s o r r o w , b e c a u s e h i s m i n d i s c o n ¬
fined to the present . Aman who has
learned wisdom from Spinoza can see
e v e n a l i f e t i m e o f s u f f e r i n g a s a p a s s ¬
ing moment in the lifetime of human¬
i t y. A n d t h e h u m a n r a c e i t s e l f f r o m i t s
obscure beginning to its unknown end
i s o n l y a m i n u t e e p i s o d e i n t h e l i f e
o f t h e u n i v e r s e .
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i c e .

I t may appear qu i te easy fo r me,
a s a n o f fi c e r o f A E L Y F , t o p r o p o s e
this kind of arrangement —or to seem¬
ing ly “compla in” about finances. Iam
conce rned ma in l y because we a re l eav¬
ing so many th ings undone . We on
t h e b o a r d l i v e w i t h t h e p r o b l e m s a n d
s e e m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s g o b y a l m o s t
u n n o t i c e d b e c a u s e o f a l a c k o f fi n a n c e s .
Bu t t hen i t ’ s you r o rgan i za t i on . We
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o “ w r e s t l e ” i f y o u s o
desi re. Undoubtedly, we wi l l have to
“wres t le ” rega rd less o f t he financ ia l
c o n d i t i o n o f A E L Y F . B u t t h i s i s o u r
job and we will do it. Again, we can

r e a c h o u t ” m u c h f a r t h e r a n d m u c h
more if we will just “dig” alittle more!
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B e r t r a n d B u s s e l l .
New Hopes f o r aChang ing Wor l d

. S i m o n a n d S c h u s t e r .
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