
Hutljeran liftings!
P U B L I S H E D B Y T H E A M E R I C A N E VA N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

Shown above is the cornerstone-laying ceremony for the new Hope Lutheran
Church, Enumclaw, Wash., Easter morning. Shown are Pastor H. '^M. Andersen,
Elmer Boysen, building committee chairman; John Hansen, buildmg supervisor;
a n d H a n s C h r i s t e n s e n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e c h u r c h c o u n c i l . 1 8 9 6 m a r k s t h e d a t e o f
t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n .

Lutheran Firsts in American History
D i d Y o u K n o w T h a t :

The Lutheran Church is the largest Protestant Church in the
world, numbering 80,000,000 adherents?

O u r s w a s t h e fi r s t c h u r c h t o s e n d m i s s i o n a r i e s t o t h e A m e r i c a n
I n d i a n s ?

The first Protestant pastor to land in North America was aLutheran,
coming eight months before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock?

The first book translated into any American Indian language was
L u t h e r ’ s S m a l l C a t e c h i s m ?

The first president of the Continental Congress was aLutheran?
The first man to unfurl the Stars and Stripes was aLutheran —

G e n e r a l H e r k i m e r ?

The first American Naval flag was made by agroup of Lutheran
w o m e n ?

Washington’s army at the battle of Trenton was composed largely
o f L u t h e r a n s ? .

It was aLutheran boy who called aLutheran sexton to ring the
Liber ty Bel l?

,ALutheran was the first speaker of the House of Representatives?
The first Protestant hospital in America was built by Lutherans?

V o l u m e May 20, 1957 N u m b e r 2 0
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May 26 is “Rogation Sunday
Last year, this message was preached in Cozad,
Nebraska, parish of Pastor Hansen.

Rural Life Emphasis.— a

As You Will
hy THORVALD HANSEN

A T r u s t(Read Matthew 25:14-29, the parable
of the talents) Two men were talking about avery wealthy man

who had recently died. “How much did he leave?”
asked the first. “All of it,” quickly replied the other,

lives far off in the. mountains and who was easily laugh at the story and slidelightly
supposed to be able to answer any question over the truth which it expresses. But thefact is

that was put to him. One day there came ayouth — jg gfg^t which we do not like to face —
who thought he could outsmart the hermit. He ^j^g^ matter what we may acquire, no matter at
worked out aplan whereby, so he thought, whatever .^^gt labor and struggle, no matter at what cost in
the old man said would be wrong. He would come planning or even shrewdness, the day comes when
to the old man carrying abird in his hand in such leave it —all of it. This is an inescapable fact
away that only its bill could be seen. His plan was should make it crystal clear that what we have
to ask the hermit what he had in his hand and if the hold in trust for the future and for God.
hermit replied that he had abird he would then ask natural that weshould speak in the possessive sense
the hermit whether it was dead or alive. If the her- speakof that which we hold but itis well
mit replied that it was alive, he would tighten his reflect once in awhile that Jesus told astory of a
grip and squeeze the life out of it. If, on the other man who spoke proudly in terms of “my crops,” “my
hand, the hermit replied that it was dead he would barn,” “my goods,” “my grain,” but there came aday
open his hand and let it fly away. .^ben God said to him, “Fool! This night is your soul

All went much as planned. The boy found the required of you; and the things you have prepared,
hermit; the hermit saw the bird’s bill and promptly whose will they be?”'
mlied to the first question that the youth had abird This is true for all of us but it is true maspecial

mhis hand “Is it dead or alive?” asked the boy. sense for those who till the soil. That which the
The old man looked at what he could see of the bird tiller of the soil holds —whether by deed or by con-
and then he looked the youth in the eye and said, tract —is his to use for the benefit of himself and his
“as you will my son, as you will.” family. However, that must never overshadow the

mu . U m11.0 irn+i. it QPtc: forth f^ct that what he holds is held in trust, in trust for
It IS afact that mso many matters that ^ steward of the soil, he has an obliga¬

tion to administer h is t rust wisely.

>HERE IS AN old story about ahermit who

I

I t i s

r e

i s e v e r n e w .

concern us so vitally, there is one who, in effect, says,
Th i s i s God ’s wo r l d“as you will my son, as you will,

and we are His children and inherent in that very
relationship to God is human freedom —freedom to
choose; freedom to release or freedom to destroy.

There was atime in the history of our land when,
if the soil and other resources in agiven area showed
signs of no longer giving an optimum yield one could
“pull up stakes” and move on to “greener pastures.”

Nowhere is this more clearly seen than in the use -phat day has long since passed. Shortly after the
of the resources that God has made available to man- gf ^^e century we began, somewhat belatedly
kind. There too there is freedom; freedom to so use perhaps, to come to arealization that our vast resources
those resources as to release all of the wondrous po- g^g exhaustible. More lately, and especially within
tentialities that inhere in them; or freedom to so use ̂ ^e past quarter century, we have become aware that
that which has been entrusted that it is wasted and ^^.e soil ranks with water as one of the greatest of
in time destroyed. God has made man asteward of
the earth. What man does with his stewardship is
largely up to him but he must never forget that he,
and more especially those who come after him, will
bear the consequences of his stewardship, be it good
o r b a d .

We have , f o r tuna te l y, reached theo u r r e s o u r c e s ,

point where we are now well aware that we can
(Con t i nued on Page 13 )

Sjuiljftatt - p u b l i s h e d b y t h e A m e r i c a n
E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

Man can be apoor steward; he can exercise his
stewardship selfishly and unwisely and perhaps even
prosper in so doing, but some day, in some way
one is going to regret it. Conversely, man can be a
good steward, he can fulfill his responsibility to God
and to man as well as to himself and in so doing bring
ablessing upon himself as well as others. This will
be so, for it is an eternal fact that life is never more
blessed than when man works with God.

O f fi c e o f P u b l i c a t i o n ; L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s , A s k o v, M i n n e s o t a .
P O S T M A S T E R : S e n d F o r m s 3 5 9 7 t o A S K O V, M I N N E S O TA .
E d i t o r : R e v . V e r n e r H a n s e n . 4 2 6 0 T h i r d A v e . , L o s A n g e l e s 8 , C a l i f .
C i r c u l a t i o n M a n a g e r : S v e n d P e t e r s e n , A s k o v, M i n n e s o t a .

M e m b e r o f A s s o c i a t e d C h u r c h P r e s s

s o m e -

2 y e a r s , $ 2 . 2 5S u b s c r i p t i o n p r i c e : 1 y e a r , $ 1 . 2 5 ;

P u b l i s h e d s e m i - m o n t h l y o n t h e 5 t h a n d 2 0 t h o f e a c h m o n t h . E n t e r e d
a s s e c o n d c l a s s m a t t e r S e p t e m b e r 1 6 , 1 9 4 2 . a t t h e p o s t o f fi c e a t A s k o v,
M inneso ta , under the ac t o f March 3 , 1879 .
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Who —but God! Yes, indeed, they all agreed;
it was God! God was responsible for all the evil
that little people suffered everywhere!. That “good”
God about whom the preachers were prattling on
Sundays, the s tory-book God who was sa id to be
kind and loving but who in reality plunges you into
anguish and misery; who takes your trustful hand
in His and then digs His fingernails into your flesh
and who laughs up His sleeve as you cringe in despair
and pain; who gives you fine promises but leaves you
in the woods crying your heart out in fear and frus¬
tration! He ought to stand here in our place; He
ought to face this judge, not we, we helpless, innocent,
wretched, homeless wanderers! He ought to be made
to look into the hollow eyes of these millions of home¬
less little children, wandering from city to city, look¬
ing for their mother, looking for adoor that will not
be slammed into their faces, hungry youngsters who
pray to God to show them where they may steal a
slice of bread or apotato, little children who spend
their nights in air raid shelters and witness every
f o r m o f v i c e a n d c r i m e

T H E S I G N
O F J O N A H

Aplay by Guenther Rutenbom, presented

in Berlin, Germany, in 1947 and 1948, as

told by the Reverend Julius Bodensieck.

Afifty-year old Berliner, dressed in patched, cast¬
off American trousers and ashabby overcoat, with
one leg about six inches shorter than the other, hobbles
onto the stage and looks around in utter amazement
at the judge in the courtroom and his three assistants
w h o a r e r o b e d l i k e L u t h e r a n m i n i s t e r s . H e h a s b e e n
to ld that th is is the last judgment. Awoman, about
the same age, with protruding eyes as though she had
an exophthalmic goiter, and dressed in aconglomera¬
tion of worn-out garments, joins the man on the stage.
They converse abit. The man had three sons; one
was drowned in asubmarine, the second froze to death
somewhere in Russia in 1944, and the third was blown
to p ieces i n a tank . The woman a l so l os t seve ra l
sons in the war. They remin isce abou t the i r dear
ch i ld ren , the i r hope fu l schoo ldays , the i r fi rs t l ove
affairs, the last parting, the death notices. They
loved their sons, as parents do everywhere. And
now they are brought into court! Into acourt that
apparently has power to pass sentences with adis¬
turbing quality of finality: the last judgment.

Avegetable dealer from just around the corner
joins the two; he, also, voices surprise at the proceed¬
ings. Of course, adealer in fresh greens has to be
keen and shrewd, and simply cannot be expected to
b e t r u t h f u l a t a l l t i m e s b u t i s o n e h a l e d i n t o a “ fi n a l
judgment” because of such picayune inaccuracies?
Especially in times like these, 1946 in Berlin? Ought
not some other persons be arraigned here? Oh, yes,
they did vote for Hitler, but what could you do! What
little man who had to earn aliving and wanted his
children to attend school and enjoy life just alittle,
could afford to vote against Hitler? Surely, they
were not going to be condemned because they voted
for Hitler? No, all this misery was really caused by
American and British bombers, and the undisciplined
Asiatics in the Russian army. They ought to stand
here! But no, they decided, it was Hitler ’s fault that
they destroyed Berlin and all the rest of Germany;
Hitler started it, didn’t he? But again. Hitler
not exclusively responsible; there was the bad Peace
of Versailles; there was Nietzsche’s philosophy of the
superman; tliere was awhole list of men who
tainly bore more responsibility Ilian the three little

Who was it that could have pre¬
vented the bombers from dropping their loads of
Death? Who was it that could have kept Hitler from
coming into power? Who allowed the great powers
to make abad peace in 1919? Who?

would not the eyes of
these children burn their way into the heart of God?
Would they not pierce this cruel, heartless God?

Yes, God ought to have ason. Ason He dearly
loved. Ason of great promise. And He ought to
lose this son. He ought to be made to feel the pain
of seeing His son wounded, denied by His friends,
betrayed by His friends, beaten, scourged. He ought
to be born as aJew, compelled to wear ayellow band
so that everyone could kick Him, spit on Him. He
ought to be born of one of these wandering, home¬
less refugee women for whom there is no room any¬
where. God’s son ought to be made to live among
little people; touch the sick; look into the open graves;
yes, live here among us filthy, stinking, self-centered,
elbow-pushing, ugly human beings. And this son ought
to die; oh, not merely pass out of existence, but die
ahorrible death, when He could not defend Himself,
even against afly;-publicly He should die so that any
passerby could see Him and revile Him. What pecu¬
liarly excruciating form of death would be most ap¬
propriate? ■Aslow, painful, shameful death —that’s
what God’s son should have to die. Here we have it.
Let Him be crucified, crucified, crucified!!

So the three little people, brought to the bar of
final judgment, condemned God. How different from
the attitude of Luther or Calvin, who sought the way
to find asin-forgiving God, who knew that they were
sinful and needed grace and forgiveness, whose aim
in life was to become acceptable to God. But this
attitude of the three Berliners is an indication of the
spirit of our 20th century man, enlightened, secular-
lized, mass-man; the dehumanized man, man in despair,
god-less man!

The judge apparently was impressed with the ver¬
dict pronounced by the accused. He nodded. Then

u s

w a s

c e r -

E d i t o r ’ s N o t o :

page 4. Recent editorial comnTient.s in these pages
about drama in the church make the publication of
this summary and news story timely. The story of
the play as presented here can be used for public read¬
ings, for example at women’s groups or men’s clubs,
(and was so used by the Editor.)

For further news about tl i is play, see
people on the stage.
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nary in early May. His laudatory comments evoked
such widespread interest that acapacity crowd saw
the last of three scheduled performances. Because
of the heavy demand, addi t ional per formances are
contemplated. Broadway and television producers, it
was reported, are also interested.

Pastor of asmall parish near Berlin, Mr. Ruten-
born wrote “The Signs of Jonah” shortly after World
War II and it was first published in 1948. The play
was performed in German at the World Convention
o f L u t h e r a n Yo u t h h e l d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e S e c o n d
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation at Hann¬
over, Germany in 1952.

Impressed by the play as aBible study for the
20th century, the Lutheran Student Association of
America negotiated with the author and his publisher
and obtained performance rights in America.

It was translated into English and was given i ts
American premiere at the national Ashram of the
LSAA in 1953, then was published the following year
for use by amateur groups. While it has been given
by afew churches, it has been most popular as a
vehicle for college dramatic societies.

Amateur groups may obtain the right to perform
the play, provided no charge is made for admission,
by purchasing ten copies of the script at 25 cents each.
When charges are made, afee of $10 for each amateur
performance must be paid. Special permission must
be obtained for performance by any professional group
or for any radio, television or film production.

In his review of “The Sign of Jonah,” Mr. Atkinson
of The Times noted that the play was written for
church audiences “ to examine the spir i tual di lemma
of people who had survived Nazism, the slaughter of
the innocents, the destruction of the cities, the anni¬
h i l a t i o n o f f a i t h . ”

Because “what he said had such general relevance
and was so boldly and ingeniously expressed” Pastor
Rutenborn’s play had along run in aWest Berlin
theater and, in Mr. Atkinson’s opinion, “deserves
simi lar recognit ion here.”

“ F o r i t i s P a s t o r R u t e n b o n r ’ s c o n t e n t i o n t h a t e v e n
the bystanders are responsible for this terrible sin,”
he said. “But ‘The Sign of Jonah’ is no sermon. It
is abrilliantly composed one-act drama in aPirandello
style of speculation and inquiry. Without losing con¬
trol of this theme or his sense of humor, Pastor Ruten-
born manages to weave Bible history and current life
into the pattern of afantastic court trial in which
the arch-angels are as contemporary as the battered
surv ivors o f the war. A l though the inqu i ry is con¬
ducted on the grand plan of the Bible, it is also as
homely as life in the streets. The standards are ex¬
alted; the topics familiar.”

Mr. Atk inson went on to praise the actors for a
“stunning” performance and noted that when the play
was finished, no one applauded.

“No one could be that much detached,” he said.
“For whom does the bel l to l l? I t was another man
of God who toyed with that thought three centuries
b e f o r e P a s t o r R u t e n b o r n . ”

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 4
he sent one of his messengers out to Nazareth, to a
virgin named Mary, to announce to her that she should
bear ason. And he sent out another messenger to
go with this son to accompany him on his journeys up
and down the land, to stand by Him, to restore His
strength when it failed and His courage when the
load should become too heavy; no, he should not take
the burden from His shoulders, but just help Him
enough to carry it to the end; even in the garden of
Gethsemane when the son would hesitate for abrief
moment to drink the cup of agony and anguish he
should not remove the cup but only give Him enough
strength to empty it. And to the third messenger
the judge said that he should stand by the cross and
wait until He had finished suffering and had died, and
he should bring back His soul to God. The messengers
disappeared, one by one.

The three Berliners were left alone on the stage.
They seemed to be stricken speechless. Not aword
was said. For aminute, along minute, then was
silence. But everyone in the audience realized that
the three were thinking. Their memory was awak¬
ened. Dimly, in the back of their mind, there was a
faint recollection that once upon atime, in their child¬
hood perhaps, they had heard words about God, about
the son whom He had sent into the world, who was
born of avirgin, who lived among men and shared
their limitations, who touched the lame and the blind
and the sick, who was rejectee^ and wounded, and
afflicted, and killed on the cross! The agonies which
they wanted this Son of God to suffer, had all been
suffered by Him long ago, and God Himself had willed
it so! The three Berliners looked at each other in
silence. It seemed as though tears slowly trickled
down their cheeks —tears which had not been shed
for many, many years. They were tears of repentance.
For after that minute of silence the three said with
husky, choked-up voices: God, have mercy on us!

And then the curtain fell.
There was no applause. The audience sat, as a

rule, as though it had re-lived the great drama of
God’s love and mercy, as though each person had

very personal, some exclusively personal thing
to say to God, as though each one had had anew
discovery of God and was saying to Him: God, have
mercy on me!

s o m e

High Critical Acclaim Won by Liillieraii
Pastor’s Play

New York—(NLC)—A religious drama authored
by an East German Lutheran pastor and published in
this country by the Lutheran Student Association
of America earned high acclaim here from aleading
t h e a t e r c r i t i c .

The Rev. Gunter Rutenborn’s “The Sign of Jonah”
hailed by Brooks Atkinson of the New York Times
“remarkable” play “from every point of view.”

In an hour’s time it concentrates the passion of
mankind,” he- said, adding that it is “a profoundly
moving inquiry into guilt, addressed specifically to
the postwar world.”

Mr. Atkinson’s review was written when the drama
presented by students of Union Theological Semi-

w a s
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Erasmus insisted on remaining the detached humanist,
being unwil l ing to become involved in open conflict
—in fact, being thoroughly disgusted with Luther for
upsetting the historical apple-cart; whereas the Witten¬
berg professor, appreciative of the linguistic achieve¬
ments of Erasmus, could never forgive him for not
coming out boldly against the archenemy, Rome. Un¬
derlying this reason, however, was abasic disagree¬
ment concerning the relationship of learning and
faith. Erasmus believed that the rigorous use of the
tools of philological and historical research would yield
truth, indeed that this was the only valid approach
to truth. Luther, on the other hand, and in spite of
the almost inextricable relationship between faith and

PROFESSOR E. HARRIS Harbison in his study learning in his own experience, vehemently insisted that
mere learning could not reveal truth, that the Word
of God could not be bound by the tools of scholarship,
that saving faith came as aresponse to the personally-
addressed Word, that unless the Word of grace and
forgiveness were clearly heard the use of the tools
of learning could become apositive evil. In short, to
use contehiporary jargon, it was aconflict between an
objective view of truth as over against an existential
v i e w o f t r u t h .

John Calvin, who doubtless deserves the t i t le of
the Thomas Aquinas of the Reformation because of his
monumental Institutes, was torn between his love of
learning and the call to action in God’s Kingdom. As
ascholar he suffered an almost perpetual sense of
frustration because he could not spend enough time
in his ivory tower, and as aman of action upon whose
shoulders rested atremendous responsibi l i ty for bold
leadership he always felt guilty when he deserted
the ba t t l efie ld f o r t he i vo ry t ower. The reso lu t i on
of his frustration and guilt was in terms of insistence
upon the usefulness of scholarship. Obviously Luther,
and even Erasmus, shared this view, but in Calvin it
became unmistakably explicit. Professor Harbison’s
summary is worth quoting:

Scholarship for its own sake, reading and writ-

T h e R o l e o f T h e
C h r i s t i a n S c h o l a r

Donald R. Heiges, D. D.
Editor ’.s Note: The concluding installment of the ad¬
dress given at the installation of Dr. Johannes Knudsen
in Chicago Lutheran Seminary, early this year. Part
One appeared in the May 5issue.

P A R T T W O

of The Christian Scholar in the Age of the
Reformation^ lays bare the uneasiness and

uncertainty which existed from Tertul l ian down
through Calvin in regard to the relation of learning
and fa i th . Ter tu l l ian s tated flat ly that “we have no
need for curiousity since Jesus Christ, nor for inquiry
since the Evangel.” Only after years of struggle did
J e r o m e a c h i e v e a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n b e t w e e n h i m s e l f a s
scho la r and h imse l f as Ch r i s t i an . Je rome ach ieved h i s
reconciliation at the expense of theology, but, standing
in contrast, Augustine found the necessary harmony
through theology by laying down the fundamental
thesis that learning is contingent upon faith. Augustine
recognized that learning can be and often is inimical to
Christian faith, but in his own life he demonstrated that
learning could be the servant of faith as faith pene¬
trated and eventually shaped aculture. Abelard agreed
that learning must have its roots in faith, but went '
on to ins is t upon acorre la t ion o f mora l pur i ty and
sound scholarship —largely because of his own bitter
experience. In Thomas Aquinas aviable synthesis
was achieved between faith, moral probity, and great
learning, and the result was the Summa.

With the dawn of the Revival of Learning in the
fourteenth century asignificant shift took place from
logic and dialectic to grammar and rhetoric. As Pro¬
fessor Harbison says, “the study of words and of style,
the analysis of how alanguage is put together and
what i t may be made to do, the examination of an
author in relation to his audience and the whole pur¬
pose o f h is work —these became increas ing ly the
preoccupations of scholars.”^ This shift opened wide
the fascinating field of historical and textual criticism.
B u t t h e H u m a n i s t s l i k e P e t r a r c h a n d V a l l a c o u l d
never quite reconcile their love of learning and their
obedience to Christ . In contrast to the I tal ians, the
English scholar John Colet resolved the conflict by
bending his learning completely to the yoke of Christ
but at no sacrifice to his integrity as ascholar. His
learning was atool which he used humbly to unfold
the mean ing o f Scr ip tu re , be ing fu l l y cogn izan t o f
the fact that ( to use his own words) “ ignorant love
has athousand times more power than cold wisdom.”

The problem of faith and scholarship became most
brilliantly illuminated by the debate between Eras¬
mus, the greatest of the humanist-scholars, and the
warrior-scholar, Martin Luther. Arelationship which
began with mutual admiration ended in mutual re¬
crimination. Why? The answer usually given is that

Dr. Heiges Named as 1958
K n u b e l - M i l l e r L e c t u r e r

N e w Yo r k — ( N L C ) — D r . D o n a l d H e i g e s o f
Chicago, executive secretary of the Division of
College and University Work of the National
Lutheran Counci l , has been selected to del iver
t h e K n u b e l - M i l l e r l e c t u r e s e r i e s i n 1 9 5 8 f o r t h e
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a .

The lecture series, named in honor of the first
president of the United Lutheran Church, the
late Dr. Frederick H. Knubel, and its first treas¬
urer, the late E. Clarence Mi l ler, is sponsored
annually by the 2,332,000-member denomination,
largest Lutheran body in America.

Dr. Heiges will lecture on “Christian Voca¬
tion,” according to Dr. Gould Wickey, Washington,
D. C., executive secretary of the church’s Board
of Higher Education. The series of lectures will
be delivered next January and February at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, Sask.,
Canada; Kansas City, Mo.; Louisville, Ky.; Salis¬
bury, N. C.; and Johnstown, Pa.

3 E . H a r r i s H a r b i s o n , T h e C h r i s t i a n S c h o l a r i n t h e A g e o f t h e
H o f o r m a t i o n ( N e w Yo r k : S c r i b n e r s , 1 9 5 6 ) . M y i n d e b t e d n e s s t o t h i s
v o l u m e i s e v i d e n t i n w h a t f o l l o w s :

4 I b i d , p a g e 3 5 .
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ing for the sheer fun of it, could never be justi¬
fied. But i f Calvin could keep persuading his
readers, and himself, that this was aparticular
sort of scholarship —sensitive to human needs,
relevant to social ills, productive of Christian
piety, conducive to better understanding of fun¬
damental beliefs, concrete and vital where the
old tradition of learning had been abstract and
dead —then scho larsh ip cou ld be aChr is t ian
vocation of high significance.®
O n t h e n o t e o f u s e f u l n e s s l e t u s m a k e a n h i s t o r i c a l

jump f rom the s ix teenth to the n ineteenth century
and take aquick look at another Chr ist ian scholar,
namely, N. F. S. Grundtvig, in avery real sense the
patron saint of the scholar we are honoring this eve¬
ning. And here Ilean entirely on Professor Knud-
sen’s own study of his patron saint, Danish Rebel.®
Like Luther, Grundtvig possessed amany-faceted per¬
sonality, and like Luther, he ought to bear thfe label
of warr ier-scholar. His studies in Nordic mythology,
and especially his Beowulf research, have won him an
enviable place among the great scholars, not to men¬
tion his ambitious excursions into the writing of world
history and his numerous publications in the field of
theology proper. Although agreat deal
of time during his long life of 89 years
was given to research and writing, and
despite his intense love of learning, he
held strictly to a. utilitarian view of
scholarship. To use Professor Knud-
sen’s own words, “knowledge was for
him ameans to the end of serving hu¬
manity. Sterile intellectualism, in his¬
torical scholarship as well as in religious
interpretation, was acurse. This atti¬
tude undoubtedly stemmed from his
faith which naturally expressed itself
in an intense emphasis upon God as the
Creator. If God has created the world,
we are responsible to Him for our thoughts and actions,
showing this responsibility in our work.”'^ In regard
to the Scriptures, Grundtvig apparently had little
interest in biblical criticism as such, but rather in the
problem of making increasingly effective use of the
Scriptures.

The Danish reformer ’s ut i l i tar ian view of learning
was perhaps most graphically expressed, on the one
hand, in his attacks upon traditional classical educa¬
tion and, on the other hand, in the development of
the folk school concept and its effective implementa¬
tion in Denmark. He insisted upon the teaching of
living rather than pure science, upon thorough fam¬
iliarity with the living language of the country rather
than with the dead language of antiquity. The ideal
of the folk school was “practical efficiency” rather
than theoretical knowledge. Grundtvig did not deny
that formal learning had its proper place in aculture,
as witness his great admiration for Oxford and Cam¬
bridge, but even formal learning had to be of service
t o c u l t u r e .

This emphasis also characterized his theological
orientation. He had no patience for philosophers with
static concepts of God, nor for those theologians who
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had only astatic concept of biblical and creedal au¬
thority. Knowledge of God must be “l iving, contem¬
porary, dynamic,” or it is of no relevance whatsoever.
Therefore, to him the heart of Christianity was “the
l iv ing confession of fa i th in God, in h is revelat ion
in Chr ist , and in h is contemporary act iv i ty through
the Spirit” —both in the congregation of believers
a n d i n t h e r e a l m o f c u l t u r e . G r u n d t v i g ’s v i e w o f
the living community of the Church and the living
community of culture, never to be identified but al¬
ways in relationship, should have merited considera¬
tion by Professor Niebuhr in his volume on Christ
a n d C u l t u r e .

In Grundtvig’s advocacy of three types of schools
—the learned school or un ivers i ty, the c i t izen ’s or
folk school, and the church school or seminary —he
expressed some strong convictions about theological
education. In atheological school he believed that
teachers should have what we call today “academic
freedom” so long as they were “bound by the Gospel
and responsible to the Holy Spirit.” Furthermore, a
seminary curriculum should “include all treasures of
knowledge and wisdom” —on the surface amost
utopian ideal, but imderneath was Grundtvig’s reluc¬

tance to see sacred knowledge isolated
from secular knowledge. Asimilar con¬
c e r n l e a d s P r o f e s s o r H a r b i s o n t o b e ¬
wail the isolation of the majority of
today’s denominational seminaries from
the universities. “It is hard to see,” he
says, “how this can be good for either
the universi ty or the seminary in the
l o n g r u n . ” “ T h e d a n g e r i s t h a t o u r
s e m i n a r i e s w i l l b e c o m e m e r e m i n i s t e r i a l
‘trade schools,’ cut off from all fruitful
contact with higher learning in other
fie lds , and tha t ou r un i ve rs i t i es w i l l
become purely secular centers of re¬
search and vocational training, divorced

from all contact with religious scholarship.”® To this
observat ion Grundtvig would have given alusty
“Amen,” and then added in his own words: “It must
therefore be the goal of Christian education to show
how all the secular world is clearly bound to the
eternal Word of God and how i t , in the course of
time, is gathered in Christ Jesus and lives and moves
in h i s church . ”®

I> 0<■ 0<I <I O61> 0<■ <■ 0

We are told what fine things
would happen if every one
o f u s w o u l d g o a n d d o
s o m e t h i n g f o r t h e w e l f a r e
of somebody else; but why
n o t c o n t e m p l a t e a l s o t h e
i m m e n s e g a i n w h i c h w o u l d
ensue i f everybody wou ld do
someth ing for h imsel f?

W i l l i a m G r a h a m S u m n e r .

And now, as the radio announcer is accustomed to'^
say, Ireturn you to Chicago, in the year of our Lord
1957, where and when it is in order to hear one more
voice on the subject of faith and learning, namely,
that of Professor Knudsen himself. Ishall quote from
apaper which he read at the University of Chicago on
December 12, 1955, entit led “The New Testament —
The Kerygma of the Church.”^® The author’s concern
is the proper interpretation of the New Testament as
“ t h e W o r d o f G o d ” a n d “ t h e n o r m a n d s o u r c e o f C h r i s -

While we must not,” he says,
“and i n f ac t canno t , pu t f a i t h and scho la rsh ip up
against one another as two equal and opposing entities,
we are nevertheless in the practical situation where
the answer to our question of understanding and apply¬
ing the New Testament, just as the problem of under-

(Con t i nued on Page 13 )

t i a n f a i t h a n d l i f e .

8Harb ison , op . c i t . , pp . 171 , 172 .
9 K n u d s e n , o p . c i t . , p . 1 6 8 .
1 0 A s p u b l i s h e d i n T h e C h i c a g o L u t h e r a n T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y

Record, Vol. 61, No. 3, pp. 21-30.

5 I b i d , p a g e 1 6 4 .
6 J . K n u d s e n , D a n i s h R e b e l ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : M u h l e n b e r g P r e s s , 1 9 5 5 ) .
7 I b i d , p a g e 7 6 .
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M e m o r a b i l i a
A A G E M O L L E R

AReiiienibrance of Thiiij^s Past Which is a
Frank Confession, and an Indictment of
Current Institutionalism With Which Many
Will Disagree,

chance for organic culture if the universities and
colleges could be closed for ten years. They form
the adversary of culture. Did he say too much?
Hardly, for education based on the state and alleged
to the dead letter has been the idol of our country
and developed amass spectatorship which clutters
up the spring.

T h e r e w e r e h o w e v e r o a s e s i n t h e d e s e r t . C l o s e
by were farms and parks with trees, flowers, running
w a t e r a n d a n i m a l s . T h e c o a l s m o k e f o r m e d a t t i m e s
a f a n t a s t i c h a z e a n d I l i k e d t h e s m e l l o f i t . T h e r e
were girls at the school and they consisted of more
than long skirts, cartwheel hats and ribbons. They
were on the way into wom.anhood and they could tame
t h e w o l v e s . T h e r e w e r e t h e c o m r a d e s w h o b e c a m e s o
many persons dur ing the term. They knew how to
tear down and erect. It happened now and then that
ateacher would open adoor into the essence of poetry
and history. We used the songbook profusely and
folkdancing was afavorite. Participation in contro¬
versies concerning vital issues was perhaps the most
v a l u a b l e i t e m . B e s i d e s a l l t h a t w a s t h e t o w n w i t h
coal and coffee odor all over. To the hayseed it was
the big city with many wonderful attractions. Before
I k n e w i t t h e t o w n h a d e n a m o u r e d m e s o m u c h t h a t
the size and importance of the home community was
c u t d o w n c o n s i d e r a b l y. C o m i n g h o m e I a c t e d l i k e
acad for now Iwas no longer the hayseed.

Although Inever did one honest day’s work with
books and study Ifell in line with so many students
and parents of students who take it for granted that
college education places ahuman being nine inches
above the average. There were actually times when
Ithought Ishould be exempted from milking the cows.
The idol had taken me in, but the more it enclosed
me the more did Iappreciate the story about acertain
school principal. It happened that aprofessor visited
the school and he asked the principal to tell him what
k i n d o f m e t h o d h e u s e d . T h e s c h o o l w a s k n o w n
throughout the country for its ability to rear teen¬
a g e r s ,
the pr inc ipal . The professor decided that he would
l o o k i n t o t h i s n e w m e t h o d w h e n h e f o u n d t i m e f o r
it and his credentials needed augmentation.

In 1908 Imade my first entrance into the West,
which, by the way, starts at the Union Pacific terminal.
Iloved it at first sight and the love has never cooled
off. Coming to the small town of Dannebrog, Iin¬
haled the thin air, basked in the bright sunshine and
touched the cottonwoods. It was all so exhilarating
and it prepared me for taking part in the swan song
of the Danish community called Nysted. Imust say
in this connection that aswan song is at times more
melodious and lightcolored than the song of the dawn.
There was asparkling life with frolicsome buoyancy
at Nysted. Surely it was clannish, for it was down-to-
earth human. The people who congregated in the

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )

S O L V A N G , C A L I F O R N I A

>HE FIRST LESSON Ilearned on arriving at
Des Moines, Iowa, in 1903 for the purpose of
attending Grand View College was that I

rea l l y was ahayseed . The p rob lem o f find ing and
board ing the r ight s t reetcar, pay ing the conductor,
placing my telescope suit case, and getting off at the
right place gave me asplitting headache. Coming
to the school, Ivery politely knocked on the big door.
O n e t h e r e s i d e n t s t u d e n t s s a w m e d o i t a n d I n e v e r
heard the las t o f i t .

T h e s e c o n d l e s s o n I l e a r n e d w a s t h a t h o m e s i c k ¬

ness is more painful than physical disorder, particular¬
ly so when you would rather die than have anyone
see you crying. Iwas placed in abig room with two
rusty beds, ashaky table and two kitchen chairs. The
one ex t ra sh i r t , one ex t ra se t o f underwear, n ine
handkerchiefs, abrush, acomb, and ahymnbook I
had in the telescope didn’t give me much to do. In
the afternoon there happened to be church service at
the school and the parson gave an emot ional ta lk
abou t home l i fe , and tha t i nc reased the woe . Had
not both “r0de” Iversen and “sorte” Iversen spoken
to me Iwou ld have shed a lo t o f tears . I t was my
good luck that someone took me along to the gym
in the evening where folkdancing was in ful l swing.
That made me forget the headache.

T h e t h i r d l e s s o n I l e a r n e d w a s t h a t t h e r e i s s u c h

a t h i n g a s b o r e d o m . N e v e r h a d I f o r o n e s e c o n d
known the animal. Later on Iheard Elbert Hubbard,
the founder of the Roycrofters, say that all deviltry
in the world can be designated as boredom and Iquite
agreed with him. Ican see now that my descension
t o t h a t H a d e s w a s i n e v i t a b l e a n d i t r e n d e r e d m e
s e r v i c e . W i t h o u t i t I m i g h t h a v e b e c o m e a G r u n d t -
vigian, aLutheran, C. P. Hpjbjergian, aNordentoftian,
aRepublican, aSocialist, or acommittee chairman
par excellence.

It is needful for the youth who is heart, soul and
body rooted in av i ta l communi ty l i fe to l ive in the
d e s e r t f o r a w h i l e . D i d n o t K r i s t e n K o l d i n w h o s e
school aspiritual oneness was so heartily experienced
say that he wished for his pupils that they could
go directly from the school to the rudeness of the
mil i tary barracks in order that they might be tested
a n d t e m p e r e d . I h a v e k n o w n g r e a t t e a c h e r s w h o
claim that the village inhabitants will not get to
know themselves unless they are dumped in acity
to stay for the duration of several generations. There
may be something to i t but Idon’ t l ike to admit i t .

During the years, Ihave l ived here and there,
tried this and that, and considering it all, Imust say
that the opinionism and impel led standardizat ion of
colleges do resemble the desert sand and dry sage¬
brush very much. It has been easier for me to find

Yesterday our architect-
prophet-patriarch, Mr. Wright, son of Walt Whitman
spiritually speaking, gave an address in Santa Barbara
a n d h e s a i d s e v e r a l t i m e s t h a t t h e r e w o u l d b e a

1

I u s e t h e u n m e t h o d i c a l m e t h o d ” a n s w e r e d

w a t e r e l s e w h e r e .
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PaxfiHCf yauik A t t e n t i o n — C o n v e n t i o n — A t t e n t i o n
The LYF of Kimballton, Iowa, extends an in¬

v i t a t i o n t o a l l m e m b e r s o f t h e I o w a D i s t r i c t t o
a t t e n d t h e a n n u a l I o w a D i s t r i c t A E L Y F C o n ¬
vention there from May 30 to June 2. The cost
of the entire convention is only $3.50. Please
send adollar registration fee immediately to
Sandra Mortensen, Kimballton, Iowa. Attendance
is important for success.

1

'American Evangelical Lutheran
Youth Fellowship

E D I T O R : E V E B E 3 T T N I E L S E N

2 4 0 0 4 2 n d N o ,
E d g e w a t e r P a r k ,

Seat t le, Washington

f

The Wheels Are Turning
T h e s o - c a l l e d “ w h e e l s ” o f A E L Y F a r e s o o n t o b e

re-located for the summer, and it wil l be necessary
to change your mailing lists for the period of three
months or so. Most of us will be “turning” in different
directions, so pay close attention and write down the
n e w a d d r e s s e s .

The following are effective as of June 1, 1957:
AELYF President: Lavern Larkowski, Hay Springs,

N e b r a s k a .
AELYF Secretary: Sonja Knudsen, 1033 So. High

Ave., Maywood, I l l inois.
AELYF Treasurer : Caro l Madsen, 1609 Frank l in ,

Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Operations India Treasurer: Dale Johnson, 1149

Stevens Road, West Des Moines, Iowa.
Paging Youth Editor: Everett Nielsen, 2400 42nd No.

Edgewater Park, Seattle, Washington.
Effective June 16, 1957:
AELYF Fi lm Librar ian: Donald Holm, 300 Walnut

St., Manistee, Michigan.
If any of you are in doubt as to where to send any

corespondence relating to Youth Work in the synod,
please feel free to write to the PAGING YOUTH
editor, and if he does not have the address in his files,
he will know where to get it.

A E LY F D o i i i ’ s
Tyler, Minnesota: Registrations are in full swing

there for summer camp at Whispering Pines, Wiscon-
son. They also plan acombination progressive dinner
and scavenger hunt for Sunday, May 26, with the new
confirmands and graduating seniors as honored guests.

Nysted, Nebraska; The week end of April 27 found
the LYFers of the Great Plains District busily paint¬
ing the in ter ior of the audi tor ium there. The wal ls
were painted asoft pink with the ceiling, acocoa
brown. (Sounds Ivy-League- ish, doesn’ t i t?) I t was
all part of the work week end supervised by Pastor
A r n o l d K n u d s e n a n d h i s w i f e .

Brooklyn, New York: The Mother-Daughter break¬
fast was held there on May 12, Mother’s day. Mom
was treated to the nicety of not having to get the
breakfast for once and the LYF had an enjoyable
time serving and entertaining.

T h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n a n d Y o u
Not too many years ago , the ind iv idua l church

member’s church was composed of that one body of
people to which he belonged in his own local commun¬
ity. But now, we have experienced two world wars;
transportation conveniences have boomed, and we find
ourselves connected quite intimately with the entire
world. Now, people are asking, “How big is the world?
How big is my Church?”

Lutheran Church cooperation on aworld-wide basis
began way back in 1867. Since that time, the Lu¬
theran World Federation has been organized (1947,
Lund Sweden Assembly) and astrong tie has been
made be tween Lu the ran bod ies a l l ove r t he wo r l d . The
purpose of LWF is to bear witness before the world to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Assembly theme is “Christ Frees and Unites”
this year and is being held August 15-25 in Minne¬
apolis, Minnesota.

The youth whose mother churches belong to LWF
are not sitting idly by and letting opportunity escape.
This summer, there are 77 foreign young people coming
to the U.S. for the Assembly. AELYF is sponsoring
two of these young people, both Germans.

Definite plans have been made so that they will
visit three summer camps, those at the camp sites of
the Northern Lights District, the Great Plains District
and the Lake M ich igan D is t r i c t .

This summer, you will have the opportunity, then,
of visiting personally with young people from another
nation. The huge world is becoming smaller. Make the
most of the advantages offered you and thank God for
the opportunities with which you are endowed.

L a v e r n L a r k o w s k i .

Where’s “With This Ring?”
The AELYF film strip, “And With This Ring” has

been conspicuously absent f rom the fi les for some
time. It can be put to good use in the synod and by
someone keeping it from circulation, it is being with¬
held from others. I f anyone has any information as
to its whereabouts, please contact the film librarian,
Donald Holm at the address l ist , elsewhere on this
page. There have been many requests for this film....
please inform him immediately!

Over The Typewriter
Yes, ye old editor is going to beautiful Seattle this

summer. Ihope that each of you keep me on your
mailing lists and send in camp and convention reports
as well as routine “doin’s.” Ialso hope that you will
have the opportunity to visit with the two German
young people and that you are enriched by the ex¬
perience.

Classes will soon be over, if they are not already. I
have finished my undergraduate work at Drake now
and plan to enter Grand View Seminary next fall. I
hope that Iwill see some of you as you enter Grand
View Junior College. Happy summer!
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Our Women’s Work
M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1 0 3 3 S o u t h Te n t h S t r e e t

Maywood, Illinois

Evange l ica l Lu theran Church, bu t in o rder to qua l i fy fo r
that membership, we must be enro l led as amember of a
local congregation. How efficiently would our synod affairs
be managed through indiv idual m.emberships? I t couldn’ t
b e d o n e . N o r c a n i t b e d o n e e f fi c i e n t l y i n W M S .

T h e i n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s a n d t h e l o c a l g r o u p s s h o u l d
bear more emphasis than the national group, which should
mere ly coord ina te the common in te res ts and pro jec ts o f
a l l t h e g r o u p s .

N O T I C E

O U R W M S P R E S I D E N T W I S H E S T O R E M I N D A L L
OF US THAT THE PROPOSED REVISED CONSTITUTION
I S F O U N D I N T H E F E B R U A R Y 2 0 , 1 9 5 7 , I S S U E O F
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

W h a t D o Yo u T h i n k ?
As Iwas reading the article v/ritten by Marietta Strand- Article 3, Section 3. The committee decided to include

skov in the April 5issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS Icame this section to accommodate individuals who cannot be active
to the point on dues, “some mention should be made of members of alocal group and thereby qualify as amember
delinquency ”some how or other it did not sound good to me. of WMS. However, please note tliat associate members

Many women within the church may resent being assessed have no voting privileges and cannot hold an office,
dues in order to belong to agroup as something which does
not have aplace within church organizations. These women
may still be generous in their support of all mission activities,
whether it be within AELC or any other church body. It is
a l l f o r a c o m m o n c a u s e .

Ai-ticle 5, Section 1of By-Laws. The $2.00 fee is intended
t o b e o n l y a t o k e n o f m e m b e r s h i p , o r a r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e .
I t w a s p u r p o s e l y s e t a t a l o w fi g u r e s o t h a t n o m e m b e r
g roup wou ld na ive ly cons ider i t as the i r to ta l ob l iga t ion
to WMS. We fe l t that annual payment o f th is fee would
se rve to c rea te a fee l i ng o f be long ing , wh ich , acco rd ing
to le t ters received, is sore ly lack ing in our organizat ion.

Who is to judge when one is delinquent? After many
years of active membership in Central Lutheran Church,
Omaha, Nebraska, Inow, also, belong to alarge ULCA church Many of our groups are hardly aware of WMS.

Art ic le 4, Sect ion 4. The words “by convent ion act ion”
were not included because the budget is adopted by con¬
v e n t i o n a c t i o n .

in Glendale, California. In this church all Women are auto¬
matically considered members, without dues, and invited to
take part in the work of any of the 15 circles. All money
taken in comes through free wi l l offer ings and Idare say,
we get more that way.

In WMS we have not had any dues .system, that Iknow of,
let us keep it that way. Let us instead use every opportunity
to stress what aprivilege it is for us to give of afree will.
I a m s u r e o u r w o r k w i l l b e b l e s s e d a n d t h a t e n o u g h m o n e y
will come in without assessments. To me, dues don’t sound
right. What do others think?

Ar t i c l e 9 , Sec t i on 4 . P lease no te t ha t t he documen t i s fi r s t
to be ra t ified by amajor i ty o f member g i ’oups, and then
adopted by amajo r i t y o f the vo tes cas t . Amendments to
t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n w i l l n o t b e r e f e r r e d t o t h e l o c a l g r o u p s
before they are acted upon by aconvention.

Article 1, Section 4, No. 6, By-Laws. No constitution grants
m o r e t h a n o n e v o t e t o m e m b e r s o f a c o n v e n t i o n u n l e s s i t i s

spec ifica l ly s ta ted . No such s ta tements have been made
in our proposed constitution.

K e y Wo m e n . I f t h e c o n v e n t i o n d e c i d e s t h a t o u r K e y
W o m e n s h o u l d b e c o m e a n e s t a b l i s h e d p a r t o f o u r o r g a n i z a ¬
t ional pat tern, the commit tee wi l l at that t ime present an
art ic le defining their office, dut ies, etc. At th is point they
are functioning only under adirect ive of the national WMS
b o a r d .

M a r i e F i ’ e d e r i c k s e n .

S o m e R e m a r k s
T h e C o n s t i t u t i o n C o m m i t t e e i s e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e i n t e r e s t

shown in our proposed revised constitution and appreciative
o f t h e l e t t e i ’ s a n d a r t i c l e s w e h a v e r e c e i v e d f r o m g r o u p s
who do not agree with all the articles of the document. We
f e l t t h a t a g e n e r a l r e p l y i n L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S w o u l d
be the most satisfactory method of answering your questions.
In order to follow our comments Intelligently, it will be neces¬
sary for you to have your copy of the constitution on hand
for ready reference, refer also to the article by Mrs. Holger
S t randskov i n t he Ap r i l 5 i ssue o f LUTHERAN T ID INGS.

W e h a v e a l s o r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s f r o m a n u m b e r o f g r o u p s
w h o h a v e r a t i fi e d t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a s s u b m i t t e d . T h i s , t o o ,
is encouraging. We urge that all groups act on this matter
as soon as poss ib le . Th is is your oppor tun i ty to he lp in
planning for the future of the WMS.

Art ic le 3, Sect ion 1, iMembersl i ip.s. The matter of our
d e fi n i t i o n o f m e m b e r s h i p s e e m s t o h a v e p r o v o k e d c o n fl i c t i n g
opinions in several groups. The committee is of the opinion
that the privilege of membership in WMS should be amatter
o f c h o i c e . S e v e r a l g r o u p s h a v e w r i t t e n u s t h a t t l i e y w i l l n o t
b e m e m b e r s o f W M S . A n a r t i c l e i n o u r c o n s t i t u t i o n d o e s
not make them, nor any others, members of WMS any more
than alaw passed by our Congress could make Christ ians
of a l l residents of the Uni ted States. Being aChr ist ian is
a m a t t e r o f c h o i c e .

WMS is afederation of locai women’s organizations which
is comparable to the organizational structure of our synod.
We, as individuals are members of our synod, the American

D i s t r i c t . O n e g r o u p s u g g e s t s t h a t a n a r t i c l e b e i n c l u d e d
which exp la ins the d is t r i c t o rgan iza t ion and where i t fi ts
into the WMS picture. We refer you to Article 3, Section 3.
T h i s d e fi n e s t h e d i s t r i c t . W h e n t h e n a t i o n a l c o n s t i t u t i o n
has Seen adopted, we wi l l present to the d is t r ic ts , upon
approval of the next convent ion, amodel d ist r ic t const i tu¬
tion, which coincides with our national organizational pattern.
We believe that this will serve the purpose of the suggested
a r t i c l e o n d i s t r i c t s .

F inal ly, these remarks are not intended to be the last
word on these points. They are offered for your informa¬
tion. Any group is entitled to offer additions or amendments
t o t h e p r o p o s e d r e v i s e d c o n s t i t u t i o n a t o u r a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n .
If you wish to submit any amendments, we request that they
be prepared in advance and submitted to the Consti tut ion
C o m m i t t e e a m o n t h b e f o r e o u r c o n v e n t i o n . E a r l i e r w o u l d
b e b e t t e r . P l e a s e m a i l t h e m t o t h e u n d e r s i g n e d .

Aga in , we urge a l i g roups to ac t on the const i tu t ion .
Meet your responsibility toward the Women’s Mission Society.

O n b e h a l f o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n C o m m i t t e e .

Emil ie Stockholm, Chairman.
3320 West Evergreen Avenue,
Chicago 51, Rlinois.
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nant we should have been permitted to say “We re¬
nounce. .. .We believe....” instead of say “I I'enounce
. . . . I b e l i e v e . . . . ” F o r i n w o r s h i p p i n g t o g e t h e r w e
are not “I ,” we are “we.” In worshiping together, i f
anywhere, we should be al lowed to experience that
oneness of believers for which Jesus prayed —and,
Ibe l ieve, is pray ing today. Instead of get t ing used
to this “I” in confessing together, Imust say i t st i l l
jars me when, after having come together and pre¬
pared ourselves to worship together as one people of
God, comes this separating “I.” Couldn’t we change
i t t o “ w e ” ?

And Icould have wished that, after the confession,
we should have sung:

“ L e t n o t t h e w o r l d n o r l i f e o r d e a t h

Move us from our baptismal Faith,
But may our longing always be
OLord, forever, unto Thee.

But being that in the old rendering of Brorson’s
“Lad Verden ej med al sin Magt,
Os rokke fra vor Daabes Pagt.”

t h e t r a n s l a t o r s h a v e c h a n g e d t h e m e a n i n g f r o m
being aprayer to God to be preserved in our baptismal
covenant, into aprayer for preservation from betray¬
ing (1) our Christian Faith, maybe we may as well
o m i t w h a t w e h a v e i n t h e o l d r i t u a l .

The endlessly long prayer toward the close of the
service is, of course, impossible. Imean, it is impossible
for the'congregation to be with heart and soul in this
prayer to the end. Ihere make aconfession: As often
as Ihave tried, Ihave not succeeded in following the
minister to the end, when he reads this prayer before
t h e a l t a r . A m I m o r e o f a s c a t t e r - b r a i n t h a n o t h e r

people in general, or is it the same with most of them?
Do they in this mass of words that seems an attempt
at getting everything in and forgetting nothing —do
they in this find their hearts in prayer to God? Would
i t not be bet ter i f the minister in the pulp i t would
c lose h is se rmon w i th aprayer in h is own words?
If the minister has really preached —if he in fear and
trembling when he prepared his sermon, has asked
the good Holy Spirit to give Him what to say to these
people on this text at this t ime —then, Ibelieve, he
will at the close of the sermon, want to thank God for
His great gift. And to this the hearts of believers will
respond in such away that minister and people really
are worshiping together. Worship! Worship together
in unity! That is the goal all through the service. No
distracting element may be introduced which may
hinder this purpose.

On the whole, it seems to me, the committee has
done agood work in preparing the new Altar Book.
In a fo l l ow ing a r t i c l e Iwou ld l i ke , w i th the ed i to r ’s
permission, to mention afew further changes that
may be an improvement.

(Editor’s Note: The 78th Convention, Kimball-
ton, authorized the Liturgy Committee to make
atemporary pr int ing of the Orders of Service.
Presumably, the Committee may incorporate
changes before apermanent printing is au¬
thorized. The current printing is for the pastors’
convenience only.)

*Th is h ’ans la t i on I f ound a t Oak H i l l , bu t was unab le to
a s c e r t a i n w h o h a d m a d e i t .
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C o m m e n t e d O n

B Y V A L D E M A R S . J E N S E N

Do our people really know how good it is? Take
t h e r i t u a l f o r m a r r i a g e — l a t e l y I u s e d i t w h e r e a
Methodist minister was present. He came to me after
the ceremony and asked, “Is that what your church
uses, or did you make it up yourself?” Iwas proud to
b e a b l e t o a n s w e r : T h a t i s w h a t o u r c h u r c h u s e s — I

did not make it up. He thought it very good.
Now, afterwards, Isee that at the bottom of page

27 it says, “To this end we will pray almighty God for
His blessing upon you.” Ihave added: “Our Father in
heaven! Bless th is groom and his br ide, that their
mar r i age may redound to you r g lo ry and to the i r
blessing and joy.” This because there was no prayer
after the words, “To this end we will pray ”

I d i d n o t a t t h e m o m e n t r e m e m b e r, w h e n I a n ¬
swered the min is ter, that Ihad made th is addi t ion.

Likewise, I forgot to say that where the minister
according to the ritual, receives the rings and gives
them, first the one to the bridegroom for the bride,
Ihave added the words: “You may now present your
bride with this ring as atoken of your wedded love
and t ro th . ” (Same to b r ide , revers ing o rder. ) Th is
b e c a u s e t h e r e s e e m s t o b e w h a t t h e l e a r n e d c a l l a n
“h ia tus ” where the min is te r hands over the r ings .

Or take the ritual for ordination—used at Muskegon
a n d a l s o e a r l i e r a t L u t h e r M e m o r i a l i n D e s M o i n e s ,
Ihave the impression that the congregat ion in both
places was happy with this ritual. Especially am I
happy with the opening prayer, the 95th Psalm: “O
come, let us sing unto the Lord! Let us make ajoyful
no ise to the Rock o f our Sa lva t ion
r ight note for a joyous fest iva l .

A n d t h e r i t u a l f o r c o m m u n i o n : “ T h e c o m m u n i o n
begins with ahymn.” Ilike the form of procedure
here in Des Moines: Namely, that the Sanctus is sung
and Christ’s Words of Institution pronounced before
the communicants go up to the altar rail. In this way
the whole congregation may join in, and it becomes an
invitation to come to the Lord’s Table. And Iam very
grateful for the parting salutation to the communi¬
cants: “Peace be _^with you!” It is the Lord’s own
salutation, given voice by his bride, the Church, where
He Himself is present and gives what He says. It is
not awish expressed by man, that peace may be with
these: i t is apowerfi l led Word f rom the Lord ’s own
mouth, giving, bestowing what it says, to the person
w h o t a k e s i t t o h e a r t .

The special reason why Imention this, is that in
help ing at communion in Augustana churches Ihear
the minister, instead .of using the Lord’s own Words,
says, “Depart in peace!” That is man’s salutation to
man, not the Lord’s Words with which He always came,
and with which He departed —as Pastor Rasmussen
expressed it in Muskegon: “He came with ablessing,
and He departed with ablessing.”

O, there are things in the new Altar Book Icould
have wished otherwise. Icould, for instance, have
wished that in the confession of our baptismal cove-

I t s t r i k e s t h e
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var ie ty o f o the r med ic ines fo r 5per
c e n t o f t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s ’ - c o s t , w h i c h
is already considerably less than the
who lesa le pr ice . On re l ie f goods to
a p p r o v e d c o u n t r i e s , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
g o v e r n m e n t r e i m b u r s e s t h e o c e a n
freight costs to qualified agencies like
L u t h e r a n W o r l d R e l i e f . T h e U n i t e d
Nations reimburses ocean freight cost
on clothing for Arab refugees. Inland
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o s t s a r e s h a r e d b y
many countries where goods are dis¬
t r i b u t e d . C h u r c h a g e n c i e s s u c h a s
H i l f swerk in Germany assume cos ts
o f l o c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n .

B e c a u s e o f a l l t h e s e h i d d e n a s s e t s ,
one thin LWA dime wil l provide more
than 12 pounds of dried milk and mix
it with water to make 200 eight ounce
cups of milk. $100 will provide adaily
cup of milk for 2,198 people for three
m o n t h s .

Dur ing 1956 Lutheran World Rel ief
shipped more than $14,000,000 worth of
relief goods. About $10,000,000 worth
o f t h i s was i n gove rnmen t dona ted su r¬
p lus food ; mos t o f the ba lance was ac¬
counted for by nearly 4,000,000 pounds
of clothing. All this was financed out
o f t h e $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 f r o m L u t h e r a n W o r l d
A c t i o n a n d f u n d s f r o m t h e A l l L u t h e r ¬
an Food Appeal. This appeal was dis¬
continued after the government agreed
t o m a k e a v a i l a b l e v o l u n t a r y r e l i e f
agenc ies i t s su rp lus s tocks o f ha rd
g r a i n s . A s a p a r t i a l s u b s t i t u t e f o r
A L F A , a s u m o f $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 h a s b e e n
a d d e d t o t h e g o a l f o r t h e 1 9 5 7 L W A
Appeal in order to continue the present
LWR program of surplus food distribu¬
t i o n .

To be eligible to receive government
surplus foods, each agency must sub¬
m i t e s t i m a t e s o f t h e q u a n t i t y i t i s
prepared to distribute, country by coun¬
t r y, a n d t w o m o n t h s i n a d v a n c e o f
r e c e i v i n g t h e g o o d s . T h e N a t i o n a l
L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l ’ s p a r t i c i p a t i n g
church bodies require that LWA goals
be set at least ayear in advance. I t
i s acomplex opera t ion to coord ina te
the asking and giv ing of 57 member
c h u r c h b o d i e s i n t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d
Federa t i on . LWF p rog rams o f Wor ld
Mission and World Service require de¬
tailed budgeting more than aj^ear in
a d v a n c e .

The Most For Your Money
R O L L I N G . S H A F F E R

Promotional Secretary, LWA

I n t h e y e a r s i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r W o r l d
Wa r I I w e m u l t i p l i e d o u r L u t h e r a n
Wor ld Act ion g i f ts to F in land twenty
times over by sending them in the form
o f c o f f e e i n s t e a d o f c a s h t o b e e x ¬
changed at the official rate. Similarly
our gifts to the Lutheran churches in
Norway were mu l t i p l i ed many t imes
b y b e i n g i m p o r t e d i n t h e f o r m o f
c h i c l e a n d m o t o r b o a t s . S o m e o f o u r
post-war gifts to Germany went in the
f o r m o f l e a t h e r a n d c o t t o n , w h i c h
n o t o n l y i n c r e a s e d t h e i r v a l u e f a r
b e y o n d t h e p u r c h a s e p r i c e b u t a l s o
p r o v i d e d s e l f - h e l p o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r
thousands of unemployed people. Al l
of these transactions were completely
legal and carried out with the approval
of the governments concerned.

tional office in Geneva, Switzerland.
F o r e x a m p l e , o c e a n t r a v e l t i c k e t s fi - o m
Europe to Argentina are much cheaper
if they are purchased with Argentin-
pesos in Buenos Aires than if pur¬
chased in Bremen, Germany. Your ad¬
ministrators of funds for refugees
don’t miss any of these opportunities.

F requen t l y you r LWA g i f t s ac t as
“seed money,” growing and mult ip ly¬
ing and d raw ing new s t reng th f r om
unexpected sources. Your g i f t s tar ts
a c h a i n r e a c t i o n o f l o v e w h i c h m u l t i ¬
pl ies in value as Christ ians in many
l a n d s d o n a t e t h e i r s e r v i c e s . S e c u l a r
agencies normally have to pay for
services of fund gathering and distri¬
bution of goods that church agencies

Lutheran World Action has areputa¬
tion for stretching dollars. Since there
a r e n e v e r e n o u g h d o l l a r s t o g o a r o u n d ,
r a r e l y m o r e t h a n e n o u g h f o r a m i n o r
f r a c t i o n o f t h e n e e d s , C h r i s t i a n t h r i f t
and i ngenu i t y have sough t ways to
m u l t i p l y t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f e a c h d o l -

The man who insists upon seeing
w i t h p e r f e c t c l e a r n e s s b e f o r e l i e
decides, never decides. Accept life,
and you must accept regret. ,

l a r . A m i i L .
The administrators of your Lutheran

World Action gifts have probed deeply
into the complex i t ies of in ternat ional
c u r r e n c y e x c h a n g e a n d h a v e l e a r n e d
how to be “wise as serpents though
h a r m l e s s a s d o v e s ” i n t h e i r z e a l t o
make sure that you get the most for
your money in te rms o f he lp fu lness
t o t h o s e i n n e e d . Te n s o f t h o u s a n d s
o f d o l l a r s w e r e a d d e d t o o u r a i d t o

d is t ressed churches and re fugees in
Germany by the purchase of “blocked
marks . ” These Ge rman marks , he ld
mos t l y by peop le ou t s i de Ge rmany,
were severe ly res t r ic ted in the pur¬
poses for which they could be spent,
even wi th in Germany. AU. S. do l lar,
therefore, bought many more “blocked
marks” than regular Deutsche Marks.
Since our projects within Gei’many —
rebuilding, services to refugees, etc.—
were eligible for “blocked marks” use,
it was well worth the long and tedious
t r o u b l e t o a r r a n g e f o r t h i s t y p e o f
e x c h a n g e .

N e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h t h e I n d o n e s i a n
g o v e r n m e n t r e s u l t e d i n a m u c h m o r e
f a v o r a b l e r a t e o f e x c h a n g e f o r o u r
LWA do l la rs , s ince they wei ’e to be
u s e d f o r i n t e r - c h u r c h a i d p r o j e c t s
r a t h e r t h a n f o r c o m m e r c i a l i n v e s t m e n t .
Our help has been increased by adroit
use of cur rency exchanges invo lv ing
the Argentine peso, the Brazilian cru¬
z e i r o a n d a d o z e n o t h e r c u r r e n c i e s
t h a t c a n b e t r a n s f e r r e d a t t h e m o s t
a d v a n t a g e o u s t i m e b y o u r i n t e r n a -

do not have to pay for because our
wor ld -w ide ne twork o f love inc ludes
volunteers al l along the l ine. This is
one of the chief reasons why Lutheran
World Relief, Church World Service
a n d N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c W e l f a r e c a n d e ¬
liver four or five times as much food
or c lo th ing per do l la r as can CARE
or other secular rel ief agencies.

C A R E a d v e r t i s e s t h a t f o r o n e d o l l a r
tliey will deliver 22 poimds of surplus
food; Lutheran Wor ld Rel ie f guaran¬
tees that for each dol lar devoted to
tills purpose, it will deliver more than
100 pounds of surplus food. Actual ex¬
perience of LWR during the past year
is closer to 160 pounds per dollar.

Lu theran Wor ld Re l ie f , Inc . i s our
agency for gather ing and distr ibut ing
material rel ief goods. Lutheran World
Action is oub fund appeal which gives
fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t t o L u t h e r a n Wo r l d
Relief and to other parts of the LWA
p r o g i ’ a m . T h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h - M i s -
sour i Synod par t ic ipates in LWR but
n o t i n L W A .

E a c h L W A d o l l a r d e v o t e d t o u s e d
clothing can deliver $20 worth of cloth¬
i n g . S i m i l a r l y , a n LW A d o l l a r w i l l
deliver $20 worth of medicines. Ameri¬
can Medical and Surgical Relief makes
a v a i l a b l e t o L u t h e r a n W o r l d R e l i e f
su rp lus s tocks o f an t i -b io t i cs and a

D e s i g n a t e d G i f t s

When someone sends in a$50 g i f t
designated for “mi lk powder for Kor¬
e a n o r p h a n s ” i t i s o b v i o u s t h a t a m u l t i ¬
million dollar pi’ogram cannot suddenly
b e a l t e r e d i n t h e e x a c t a m o u n t o f e a c l i
des igna ted g i f t . Care fu l records a re
k e p t o f a l l d e s i g n a t e d g i f t s . I n n o
c a s e h a v e t h e y t o t a l l e d m o r e t h a n a
m i n o r f r a c t i o n o f t h e a m o u n t s t h a t
LWA ac tua l l y spen t f o r t he pu rpose
designated. This is also true of gi f ts
designated for “Hungar ian Rel ief . ”

Fortunately for the people helped
by Lutheran World Act ion, almost aU
of our gif ts are given to support the
total program and not designated ex¬
clusively for specific purposes. This is
aconscious or unconscious expression
o f t r u s t i n t h e w i s d o m o f t h e l e a d e r s
o f o u r c h u r c h e s . T h e d o n o r s a r e c o n -
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v i n c e d t h a t t h o s e w h o a d m i n i s t e r t h e i r
g i f ts are better equipped to al locate
them where they are most needed than
t h e d o n o r h i m s e l f w o u l d b e . N o t a l l
P r o t e s t a n t s a r e s o f o r t u n a t e . S o m e

d e n o m i n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s r e p o r t t h a t
practical ly al l their gif ts for overseas
r e l i e f c o m e i n t h e f o r m o f s p e c i a l
designations. They can have very little
flex ib i l i t y o r l ong range p lann ing in
t h e i r p r o g r a m s a n d , w h e n a s u d d e n
emergency arises, such as need for aid
f o r H u n g a r i a n r e f u g e e s , t h e y m u s t
s t a r t f r o m s c r a t c h t o o r g a n i z e a n e w
separate appeal.

I t i s unders tandab le tha t some peop le
should desire to designate their gifts;
it seems to them to make the giving
more personal. Amultimillion dollar
program to help millions of people can
seem abstract and impersonal, unless
there are many spec ific i l lus t ra t ions
so that the donor has asense of person-
to-person relationship with the human
beings he is privileged to assist. For
this reason we try to make Lutheran
World Action promotion as specific and
personal as is possible without unnec¬
essarily spending extra money for in¬
terpretat ion.

Stewardship vs. Educat ion
Why then do the pastors write in and

a s k f o r a s p e c i a l p r o j e c t f o r w h i c h
their Sunday School or congregation or
a u x i l i a r y t o d e s i g n a t e g i f t s ? T h e r e
are two elements in Chr ist ian giv ing
w h i c h s o m e t i m e s a c t i n c o n fl i c t ; O n e
is the best stewardship of money; the
o t h e r i s t h e b e s t e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e f o r
t h e d o n o r . T h e a c t o f p l a c i n g m o n e y
on an offer ing plate is no subst i tute
for personal service to ones’ neighbor.
The more ac tua l exper ience adonor
has —meeting new immigrants, pack¬
ing parcels for Lutheran World Relief,
writing letters to men in military serv¬
ice, preparing talks to interpret our
coopera t i ve m iss ionary work

■m o r e m e a n i n g f u l w a l l b e t h e a c t o f
placing an LWA gift on the offering
plate.

F o r t h i s r e a s o n L u t h e r a n W o r l d R e ¬
lief encourages church groups to gath¬
er or purchase new mater ia ls , even
small quantity, to assemble Kiddie Kits
and Layet tes. Str ic t ly f rom the point
o f v iew o f s tewardsh ip o f money, i t
would make more sense to gather cash
and have some central agency purchase
diapers, booties, rubber sheeting and
the l ike in large quantity and do the
assembling by machine. But this kind
of ingather ing would not provide the
o c c a s i o n f o r a w o m e n ’ s g r o u p t o p l a n
toge the r on ap ro jec t such as a lay¬
ette, nor would it allow personal serv¬
ice l ike knitt ing or sewing as part of
the project. The personal element may
be fu r ther enhanced by inc lud ing in
the layette the name and address of
the donor group. I f the recipient has
enough money and mas te ry o f l an¬
guage to write aletter of thanks, a
special dividend of joy has been added.

We need to beware, however, lest
the desi re to receive personal ly ex¬
pressed thanks become akind of selfish
motivation for giving. Mahatma Gand-

p u b l i c a w a r e o f t h e n e e d s a n d i n
providing achannel of help for donors
w h o d o n o t h a v e a c h a n n e l l i k e L u ¬
t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n . I t a l s o p r o v i d e s
special services to people who want
to help specific individuals abroad re¬
gardless of their relative need in their
c o m m u n i t y. T h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s
have not embarked upon awidespread
p r o g r a m o f t h i s s o r t . I n s t e a d t h e y
h a v e c h o s e n t o d i s t r i b u t e t h e i n c r e a s ¬
ingly large available gifts to help the
largest number of needy people in the
most e ffect ive way. Specia l serv ices
to the donor are very expensive, such
as send ing ap ic tu re and l i f e -h i s to ry
of aspecific orphan for whom monthly
c o n t r i b u t i o n s a r e s e n t . C h r i s t i a n l o v e
w o u l d s e e m t o d i c t a t e t h a t s e r v i c e s
to those in desperate need are more
impor tant than unnecessary serv ices
t o d o n o r s .

Apas tor can read i ly find examples
w i t h w h i c h t o m a k e t h e L u t h e r a n
Wor ld Ac t ion p rog ram spec ific , pe r¬
s o n a l a n d a t t r a c t i v e t o a n y a g e g r o u p .
So long as these examples are used as
incentives for supporting the total pro¬
gram, the blood-stream of Christian
love w i l l flow f r ee l y t h rough Love ’s
Work ing Arm, keep ing i t s t rong and
flexib le and capable of reaching out
w h e r e v e r t h e n e e d i s g r e a t e s t .

h i is credi ted wi th th is saying: “The
g o l d i n t h e g i f t h a s t u r n e d t o l e a d ,
—when the giver requires that thanks
b e s a i d . ’ ’

U n s o l i c i t e d l e t t e r s o f t h a n k s f r o m
hundreds of boys and gir ls and men
a n d w o m e n a n d g r o u p s a r e f o r w a r d e d
t o t h e N e w Y o r k o f fi c e o f t h e L u t h e r a n

W o r l d A c t i o n . W h e n t h e y a r e d i s ¬
t r i b u t e d , i t m u s t a l w a y s b e w i t h a
wa rn i ng t ha t cong rega t i ons a re no t
encouraged to send individual gifts to
the person who has sent the le t ter.
M u c h a s i t m a y s a t i s f y t h e e g o o f
the dono r t o have some i nd i v i dua l pe r¬
s o n a l l y i n d e b t e d t o h i m a n d s e n d i n g
him letters and even photographs, this
i s n o t t h e m o s t e f fi c i e n t w a y t o m a k e
our help available. The postage spent
on individual parcels could be used to
distr ibute addi t ional parcels i f chan¬
n e l e d a s a g i f t t h r o u g h L u t h e r a n W o r l d
A c t i o n .

Furthermore, and this is even more
i m p o r t a n t , i n c h a n n e l i n g o u r h e l p
t h r o u g h a c h u r c h a g e n c y w e a r e d o i n g
all that is humanly possible to make
S u r e t h a t a v a i l a b l e g i f t s a r e d i s t r i b u t e d
fairly and on the basis of need. “Beg¬
g i n g ” l e t t e r s r a r e l y c o m e f r o m t h e
neediest in acommunity because they
couldn ’ t a fford the postage. Through
LWA and LWR we strengthen the wit¬
n e s s o f C h r i s t i a n f o r c e s i n e a c h c o u n -

* t r y a n d p r o v i d e a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r
s p i r i t u a l m i n i s t r y a n d f o l l o w - u p o f
deeper problems beyond the need for
food and c lo th ing.
, I t i s u s u a l l y e a s i e r t o p r o m o t e a

s p e c i fi c s p e c i a l p r o j e c t t h a n i t i s t o
st imulate g i f ts for atota l program as
varied and complex as Lutheran World
A c t i o n . L i k e w i s e i t w o u l d b e e a s i e r t o
promote specific parts of alocal con¬
gregat ion ’s budget instead of ask ing
peop le to suppor t the en t i re cur ren t
e x p e n s e . I t m i g h t b e e m b a r r a s s i n g
to the pastor and church council, how¬
ever, if huge sums came in designated
exclusively for the purpose of “com¬
m u n i o n w i n e a n d w a f e r s . ” I t w o u l d

be espec ia l l y embar rass ing i f t hese
designated gifts so dislocated the budg¬
e t t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t e n o u g h l e f t u n ¬
designated to pay such commitments
a s t h e s e x t o n ’ s s a l a r y . I n e e d n o t
go fur ther and speak about the man
w h o b e q u e a t h e d i n h i s w i l l a h a n d ¬
s o m e s u m f o r m e m o r i a l d o o r k n o b s ,
provided the congregation would build
a c h u r c h w i t h d o o r s f o r t h e m t o fi t
i n t o .

D i s t r i c t V I I I C o n v e n t i o n

May 17, 18, 19
Emanuel Danish Evangel ical Lutheran

C h u r c h , L o s A n g e l e s

P r o g r a m

May 17
8:00 p. m.—Opening service. (Pastor

A. E. Farstrup, Solvang) Evening
c o f f e e s e r v e d .

M a y 1 8
9 : 3 0 a . m . — D e v o t i o n s ( P a s t o r V e r n e r

H a n s e n )
1 0 : 1 5 a . m . — ^ D i s t r i c t b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n s

12:00 noon—Dinner ($1.00)
1:30 p. m.—Annual meeting, Solvang

H o m e C o r p . ( ? )
3 : 0 0 p . m . — C o f f e e b r e a k
3:30 p. m.—Business sessions con¬

c l u d e d

4:30 p. m.—Panel and discussion, lay¬
men and pastors. (Pastor Far¬
s t r u p , m o d e r a t o r )

6:00 p. m.—^Evening Dinner ($1.50)
7:00 p. m.—Women’s Mission Society
8:15 p. m.—Program (skit, play, choir,

e t c . )

t h e

D e s i g n a t e d g i f t s a r e o f t e n b e t t e r
t h a n n o n e a t a l l — b u t n o t a l w a y s .
They a re a lways more expens ive to
administer than undesignated gifts and
c a n b e c o m e f a n t a s t i c a l l y s o .
dono r, f o r examp le , i ns i s t s t ha t h i s
$15.00 be used only to provide “milk
p o w d e r f o r G e r m a n h a l f - o r p h a n s o f
A m e r i c a n N e g r o S e r v i c e m e n , ” t h i s
s i n g l e d e s i g n a t e d g i f t m a y a b s o r b
h o u r s o f v a l u a b l e t i m e o f s e v e r a l
e x e c u t i v e s i n s e v e r a l c i t i e s a n d i n v o l v e

the exchange of as many as 12 or 15
l e t t e r s .

An agency l ike CARE serves ause¬
f u l p u r p o s e i n h e l p i n g t o k e e p t h e

M a y 1 9
1 0 : 0 0 a . m . — D a n i s h s e r v i c e ( P a s t o r

N i e l s N i e l s e n , F r e s n o )
1 1 : 0 0 a . m . — E n g l i s h s e r v i c e ( P a s t o r

O w e n G r a m p s , W a t s o n v i l l e ) ,
( L i t u r g i s t a t s e r v i c e s . P a s t o r
H a n s e n . )

1:00 p. m.^—Banquet, Eleda Restau¬
rant, Crenshaw Blvd. ($2.50)

2 :45 p . m.—Clos ing meet ing . Guest
s p e a k e r , D r . L u t h e r O l m a n .
Music by Joint Choirs of District,
C r i s t M ikke lsen , D i rec to r.

4 :00 p. m.—Light supper. Farewel ls

I f a
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fishness; the other Christian steward¬
ship. The one way may well lead to
q u i c k e r a n d l a r g e r p r o fi t s b u t t h e
other will assuredly lead to God’s great
b l e s s i n g .

W e a r e s o m e w h a t a c c u s t o m e d t o
think of blessings in apurely material
s e n s e ; t o t h i n k t h a t t o l i v e i n t h e
l i gh t o f t he Chr i s t i an fa i t h w i l l pay
o f f i n d o l l a r s a n d c e n t s . Q u i t e a p a r t
f rom the fac t that good s tewardsh ip
wi l l undoubtedly pay off in the long
r u n , G o d b e s t o w s H i s b l e s s i n g s i n
other ways. To be blessed means to
b e h a p p y a n d i n s p i t e o f a l o t o f
loose thinking and alot of loose talk
happiness has no real relationship to
d o l l a r s a n d c e n t s .

Happiness, b lessedness, comes
th rough l i v ing in the l i gh t o f God ’s
love ; i t comes th rough us ing w ise ly
t h a t w h i c h h a s b e e n e n t r u s t e d t o u s ;
i t comes th rough respond ing to H is
love by meeting our responsibil ity not
a lone to ourselves, our fami l ies and
o u r t i m e , b u t t o t h e f u t u r e a n d t o
G o d H i m s e l f .

O n e c a n n o t l i v e a n d w o r k c o n t r a r y
t o G o d ’ s w i l l a n d b e t r u l y h a p p y.
I^Jeither can one live and work with
G o d a n d f a i l t o r e a l i z e a b l e s s i n g .
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s i n s o f t h e f a t h e r s a r e v i s i t e d u p o n
t h e c h i l d r e n b u t i n a s e n s e i t i s a l l t o o
t r u e . I t i s t r u e t h a t w h i l e t h e c h i l ¬

dren, no! only to the Biblical third and
fourth generations but far beyond, may
n o t b e r e s p o n - s i b l e f o r t h e s i n s o f t h e
fathers, they may have to suffer for
them. This does not imply that God
is punishing the children for the sins
of the fathers any more than it means
he is punishing the pedestrian for the
s i n o f t h e d r u n k w h o r u n s h i m d o w n .
I t d o e s m e a n t h a t w h e r e t h e e t e r n a l
laws of God are broken; where man
fails to meet his responsibil i ty to the
future, someone is going to have to
s u f f e r f o r i t .

It is therefore an inescapable conse¬
quence that man as agood citizen,
and more especially as achild of God,
has aresponsibility to leave that which
h a s b e e n e n t r u s t e d t o h i s c a r e i n a s
good acondition, or in an even better
c o n d i t i o n t h a n t h a t i n w h i c h h e f o u n d
i t . N o m a n , b e h e a t i l l e r o f t h e
s o i l o r j u s t a p l a i n o i t i z e n w i t h a
stake in his country’s resources, can
avoid that responsibi l i ty. And, in the
long run, that responsibility, that claim
o f the fu tu re upon the p resen t w i l l
no t ser ious ly in te r fe re w i th the rea l
needs of the present be they indi¬
v i d u a l o r c o l l e c t i v e .

The final, or ultimate responsibility
is to God. It is impossible to accept
the fact of God and to deny that how
m a n u s e s r e s o u r c e s i s a c o n c e r n o f
t he Ch r i s t i an f a i t h . Th i s a t t emp t i s
sometimes made, to be sure, but the
kindest construction one can put upon
s u c h a n a t t e m p t i s t h a t i t i s n o t b o r n
o f ave ry in te l l i gen t concep t o f God
and His world. If one seeks to deny
a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o G o d w i t h r e s p e c t
to the way in which he uses the re¬
sources at his disposal then he would
be more honest to flatly deny God.
O n e c a n ’ t b u t f e e l t h a t G o d l o o k s
more kindly upon the honest, though
m i s g u i d e d , a t h e i s t t h a n u p o n t h e r a ¬
tionalizing and self-centered Christian.
B u t w h e t h e r i t i s a c c e p t e d o r n o t ,
whe the r i t i s me t o r no t , f ac t s a re
not changed; the responsibility is real.
T h i s i s G o d ’ s w o r l d , w e a r e h i s s t e w ¬
ards, he does hold us responsible for
wha tever he may have en t rus ted to
us, be i t natura l resources, physica l
resources or menta l resources. They
a r e o u r s t o u s e b u t w e a r e t o u s e
them to the glory of God and for the
benefit of His people and His wor ld.

A B l e s s i n g

“As you will my son, as you will.”
Thus spoke the hermit to the youth
thereby indicating that the lad held
wi th in h is own power the answer to
his question. In like mannei', we of the
present, to alarge degree, hold in
o u r h a n d s t h e a n s w e r t o m a n y q u e s ¬
t i o n s a b o u t t h e f u t u r e . W e c a n

t h e l i f e o u t o f t h a t w h i c h
ho ld and thus render i t use less

or we can, through good stewardship,
not only gain the most for the present
but release it with all of the manifold
possibilities with which it came to us.
The one way represents human sel-

A s Yo u W i l l
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 2 )

o v e r d r a w o n t h e s o i l j u s t a s s u r e l y a s
w e c a n o v e r d r a w o n a b a n k a c c o u n t .

But why not overdraw; why not get
a l l w e c a n ? I t m u s t b e s a i d t h a t t h e r e
are sure ly many who have done so
and perhaps also many who continue
to do so. Such thoughts and acts are,
however, ind icat ive o f an immatur i ty
and an irresponsibil ity that are in no
way commensurate with the Christian
fai th. Man has no r ight to overdraw
on something that, in the final analysis,
does not belong to h im. He has no
right to deprive the future of its
birthright; he has no right to waste
a n d t o d e s t r o y t h a t w h i c h b e l o n g s
t o G o d .

A R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
The responsibility which man has for

resources which are placed in his hands
is threefold. That threefold responsi¬
bility is the same whether we think
in terms of minera ls , t imber, so i l or
any of the exhaustible resources upon
which human l i fe and civi l izat ion are
dependent.

The first and foremost responsibil ity
is to himself and to his time. Conser¬
vat ion does not mean simply stor ing

f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f s o m e o n e e l s e The Ro le o f the Chr is t ian
S c h o l a r

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

a w a y
in the future. One of the clearest im¬
plications of the parable of the talents
is that we are to make u^ on that
which is entrusted to us. C“servation
implies using, but using wisely. Con¬
servat ion is not depr ivat ion. I t does
not imply that afarmer must deprive
h i m s e l f a n d h i s f a m i l y o f a d e c e n t
living in order to save the land for
future generations. With wise use the
land can provide for both the present
and the future. But i t wi l l not stand
exploitation. So too with timber, oil
a n d o t h e r r e s o u r c e s . C o n s e r v a t i o n
does not imply thsft we may not use
w h a t w e n e e d i n o u r t i m e .

There are people to be fed and
clothed in our time. There are homes
t o b e b u i l t a n d h e a t e d ; t h e r e i s a
civi l izat ion to be maintained and ad¬
v a n c e d i n o u r t i m e a n d t o d o t h a t w e
need to draw upon the avai lable re¬
s o u r c e s . W e w o u l d n o t m e e t o u r r e ¬
sponsibility if we failed to so use our
resources as to meet the leg i t imate
needs o f our t ime, our fami l ies and
o u r s e l v e s .

standing the person of Christ, projects
u s i n t o a d i s c u s s i o n i n w h i c h t h e f a c ¬
t o r s o f f a i t h a n d s c h o l a r s h i p e m e r g e
a s t h e b a s i s f o r v a r y i n g i n t e r p r e t a ¬
t i o n s ,

t w o b a s i c a s s u m p t i o n s . F i r s t ,
the Christian faith not only has avital
s t a k e i n t h e o u t c o m e b u t a l s o t h a t
it is anecessary element in the in¬
quiry. By this is meant that the Chris¬
tian faith expresses itself in certain con¬
vict ions which must be considered a
vital part of the debate, but also that
the Chr is t ian fa i th is genet ica l ly re¬
l a t e d t o t h e w h o l e p r o b l e m o r t h a t
it is essentially involved in the prob¬
lem. Faith, therefore, cannot be ruled
out as an irrational and irrelevant ele¬
ment in the d iscuss ion . We are no t
concerned with amatter which can be
settled by research and logic alone.”
The second assumption is “that schol¬
arship, i.e., dispassionate inquiry and
evaluation, is anecessary and impor¬
tant factor in the discussion.” Docu¬
ments alleged to be historical “must
be submitted to the exhausting scru¬
tiny of all disciples which validly can
be applied to such documents.” “No
evaluation of the New Testament must
be allowed which violates the obvious
and intellectually and unchallenged
conclus ions of research scholarsh ip. ”
'The study of the New Testament re¬
quires, according to Professor Knud-
sen, "a frame of reference which
gives due consideration to the assump¬
tions of faith as well as to the assump¬
tions of scholarship, which recognizes
the totality of scripture as well as the
significance of its individual state-

H e t h e n s t a t e s a n d d e l i n e a t e s
t h a t

But, to alarge extent, and especially
with regard to the soil, those needs
can be me t w i t hou t i n f r i ng i ng upon
the rights of the future. And it is to
the fu ture that the second o f man’s
t h r e e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s m u s t b e d i s ¬
charged. This is obvious enough when
m a n t h i n k s i n t e r m s o f h i s c h i l d r e n
and his grandchi ldren but i t may not
b e s o o b v i o u s w h e n h e t r i e s t o t h i n k
beyond that or when he tries to think
i n t e r m s o f a n a b s t r a c t s o m e t h i n g
ca l led “ the fu ture . ” But , however he
may think of it, he who lives in the
present, and we think today especially
of the ti l ler of the soil, does have a
responsibility to the future. We balk
at the old TTestament concept that the

s q u e e z e
w e
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ments, and which operates within the
r e a l m o f r e v e l a t i o n s o a s t o b e i n
sympathet ic re la t ionsh ip to the New
T e s t a m e n t . ’ ’ I t i s t h e a u t h o r ’ s t h e s i s
t h a t t h i s f r a m e o f r e f e r e n c e h a s b e e n

discovered by the form cr i t ics to be
t h e e a r l y C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y, b u t t h e
e r r o r o f t h e f o r m c r i t i c s h a s b e e n i n

fai l ing to give due recognit ion to the
unique character o f that communi ty,

i s a n e w c o m m u n i t y f o r w h i c h
^there is no adequate prototype or

p r e c e d e n t . . . I t c a n a d e q u a t e l y b e
u n d e r s t o o d o n l y b y t h e i n s i g h t o f
f a i t h . . . B e c a u s e i t i s p r o c l a i m e d i n
t h e w o r l d a j i d t o t h e w o r l d i t m u s t
s u b m i t i t s e l f t o t h e s c r u t i n y o f t h e
world as represented by the best pos¬
sible scholarship. But because it is the
unique proclamation of aunique com¬
munity of faith, it can only be under¬
stood through the assumptions of faith,
a n d i t s c h a r a c t e r c a n o n l y b e d e t e r ¬
m i n e d f r o m t h e l i f e a n d c h a r a c t e r o f
the faith-community of which it is the
proc lamat ion. ”

Ihave quoted at some length f rom
this contemporary scholar par t ly be¬
cause we are instal l ing Dr. Johannes
Knudsen this evening and not Dr. Mar¬
t i n L u t h e r o r S t . T h o m a s A q u i n a s ,
and partly'because Ibelieve the po¬
sit ion taken by Professor Knudsen to
be asuccinct summary of some of the
best thinking done by Christian schol¬
a r s i n t h e p a s t o n t h e p r o b l e m o f
f a i t h a n d l e a r n i n g . F u r t h e r m o r e , i n
a n e r a w h e n i t h a s b e c o m e i n t e l l e c ¬

tual ly fashionable to refer constant ly
to Soren Kierkegaard with his passion¬
ate p re-occupat ion w i th the i so la ted
individual standing in the presence of
the high and holy God, it is salutary
to g i ve empha t i c recogn i t i on to t he
essential ly corporate nature of Chris¬
t ian fai th and l i fe. And for this pur¬
pose the Church, and especially the
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s , w o u l d d o w e l l t o
t a k e a n e w l o o k a t a n o t h e r g r e a t
Dane, N. F. S. Grundtvig, and l isten
appreciatively to those who stand with¬
in the Grundtvigian tradit ion, such as
t h e D e a n o f G r a d u a t e S t u d i e s a t t h i s

i n s t i t u t i o n o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g .

A n a l u m n u s o f U n i o n T h e o l o g i c a l
Seminary recently published apersonal
t e s t i m o n y e n t i t l e d “ M y T h e o l o g i c a l
Educa t ion and the Min is t ry Today. ”n
He refers rather casually to the sweep
o f h i s c o u r s e s o n t h e B i b l e , C h u r c h
H i s t o r y, T h e o l o g y, E t h i c s , C h r i s t i a n
E d u c a t i o n , P a s t o r a l T h e o l o g y, a n d
Preaching, and then points out what
was of far more significance, namely,
that he sat at the feet of great teach¬
e r s s u c h a s E r n e s t S c o t t , R e i n h o l d
N i e b u h r , P a u l T i l l i c h , a n d o t h e r s .
“These great teachers,” says he, “broke
i n t o m y m i n d a n d s o u l w i t h a p r o ¬
found and shattering view of God and
m a n . T h e y g a v e m e a w o r l d v i e w
... an interpretation of history that
m a d e i t p o s s i b l e f o r m e t o u n d e r ¬
stand our t imes. They gave men an

understanding of the Christian gospel
in terms of twentieth century stresses.
They opened the Bible for me. They
forced me to face the meaning of the
‘Protestant Pr inciple’ and to apply i t
in every era and to every man.
Through these men Ifaced the abyss
of nothingness ...and beyond it, the
abyss of God.”

One may think of theological educa¬
tion in terms of basic philosophy, in
terms of primary and secondary ob¬
jectives, in terms of curricula, in terms
of academic standards, but basically
the only way to evaluate atheological
school is in terms of its faculty. Unless
Union Seminary can retain on its
faculty i l lustrious scholars and teach¬
ers i t cannot mainta in i ts s tature in
theological education regardless of the
tampering it may do with objectives,
c u r r i c u l a , a n d s t a n d a r d s . A n d t h e
same can be said of this and any other
seminary. This evening aDean of
Graduate Studies is being formally in¬
stalled, but beyond that ateacher and
ascholar is being given formal recog¬
nition as amember of acommunity

<in which, it is our prayer, faith and
learning will be mutually strengthened
under the Lordship of Christ, the Great
H e a d o f t h e C h u r c h .

tion of the so-called “younger” Chris¬
t i a n c h u r c h e s .

‘The World Council Confronting the
R e s u r g e n c e o f N o n - C h r i s t i a n R e l i ¬
gions” will be discussed by Dr. Hendrik
Kraemer, of the Netherlands, on Thurs¬
day evening. Dr. Kraemer, author of
s o m e o f t h e b e s t - k n o w n b o o k s o n t h e
relat ion of Chr ist iani ty to non-Chr is¬
tian religions, was the first director of
t h e E c u m e n i c a l I n s t i t u t e o f t h e W o r l d
Council of Churches at Bossey, Switzer¬
l a n d .

Since his retirement. Dr. ICraemer
has been in the United States holding
lectureships at various seminaries. Cur¬
rently he is at Princeton Theological
Seminary, Princeton, N. J., as guest
p r o f e s s o r .

On Fr iday morning Dr. Paul S.
Minear wi l l speak on “The Nature of
the Un i ty We Seek. ” Th is w i l l be a
discussion of some of the underlying
themes o f the Nor th Amer ican Fa i th
and Order Conference to be held at
Oberlin, Ohio, September 3-10.

Amember of the faculty of Yale
Divinity School where he is Professor
of New Testament, Dr. Minear has
served as the secretary for program
and studies for the Oberlin conference.
At Oberlin, U. S. and Canadian denomi¬
nations will come together on acon¬
tinental basis for the first time to dis¬
cuss the bas ic prob lems invo lved in
achieving auni ted Chr ist ian church.

“Curreat Points of International Ten¬
sion” and the role of the Commission
of the Churches on Internat ional Af¬
fairs will be the theme of the address
by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York
and Philadelphia, director. CCIA is a
joint agency of the International Mis¬
sionary Council and the World Council
o f C h u r c h e s .

Other matters on the conference
agenda are reports on:

1. The North American Faith and
Order Conference, Oberlin, Ohio, by
the Rt. Rev. Angiis Dun, Bishop of
Washington, D. C., Protestant Episco¬
p a l C h u r c h .

2. The coming Carribean Conference
of the International Missionary Coun¬
cil by the Rev. Pliilip Potter, New
York, Youth Department of the World
C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s .

3. African Conferences including the
Ghana Assembly of the International
Missionary Council by Dr. George W.
Carpenter, New York, IMC.

4. Cent i-al Committee of the World
Council of Churches at Yale Divinity
School by Dean Liston Pope, Yale Di¬
vinity School.

5. Consultation on tlie Laity (WCC
by Dr. Cameron P. Hall, executive di¬
rector, Department of Church and Eco¬
n o m i c L i f e , N a t i o n a l
C h u r c h e s .

6. The 19.58 World Convent ion
Chi'istian Education in Tokyo by Dr.
Nelson Chappel, general secretary of
the World Council of Christian Educa¬
t i o n .

The Conference will adjourn at noon,
Fr iday, May 10.

i ‘

Wor ld Counci l Conference
World-Wide racial and ethnic tensions

will be discussed at the opening session
of the annual meeting of the U. S.
Conference for the World Counci l of
Churches at Buck Hill Falls. Pa. May
8 - 1 0 .

Dr. J. Oscar Lee, executive director
of the Department of Racial and Cul¬
tu ra l Re la t i ons , Na t i ona l Counc i l o f
Churches, will make the opening ad¬
dress at 8p. m., Wednesday, May 8.
He left for the U. S. January 14 for a
three-month global survey of
lations on behalf of the World Council
o f C h u r c h e s .

About 150 delegates from thirty-two
U. S. member churches of the World
Council of Churches are expected to
attend the meeting. Bishop Henry
Knox Sherrill, New York, presiding
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, is chairman.

Dr. D. T. Niles, Ceylon, secretary of
the Department of Evangelism of the
World Council of Churches, will speak
on the Council’s evangelistic responsi¬
bility, at the Thursday morning ses¬
s ion, May 9 . Dr. N i les is schedu led
to deliver the 1957 Lyman Beecher lec¬
tu res a t Ya le Un ivers i t y D iv in i t y
S c h o o l i n A p r i l .

Areport on the recent meeting of the
E a s t A s i a C h r i s t i a n C o n f e r e n c e w i l l b e
made by the general secretary of the
International Missionary Council, Dr.
Char les W. Ranson. 'The conference
laid the groundwork for aregional
organizat ion of churches and church
councils in East Asia. Its organization
is said to mark the opening of anew
era in the independence and coopera-

r a c e r e -

C o u n c i l o f

o n

11 Union Seminary Quarterly Review, Vol,
XII, No. 1, np. 41-45.
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and Gudrun, Clarey and Juliane, etc.,
e t c . , w o r k e d f o r a l m o s t n o t h i n g , a n d
w e f r o z e w h e n w e c o u l d n o t a f f o r d
t o r e p a i r t h e b o i l e r. We f a i l e d , f o r
t h e r e w a s n o d e m a n d f o r t h e s c h o o l
of the spoken word. As long as the
A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y i s h e l d i n t h e
scripture-principle bondage i t wi l l not
u s e t h e o r g a n i c s c h o o l a n d i t w i l l
n o t b e l i b e r a t e d f r o m t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n
n u i s a n c e .

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SMay 20, 1957

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o S a n t a l
M i s s i o n

F o r C h i l d r e n i n S c h o o l :
D i a m o n d L a k e L . A . , L a k e B e n ¬

ton, Minn. :
Gardner L. A., Garner, 111.
S t . J o h n ’s S . S . , S e a t t l e , Wa s h .
For Lepers:
M i s s e s L a u r a a n d E l i n e J e n s e n ,

Chicago, 111. 
Mrs. Minnie Mathisen, Valborgs-

minde 
D i a m o n d L a k e S . S . , L a k e B e n ¬

ton, Minn.
AFriend, Omaha, Nebr.
F o r M u r i e l N i e l s e n ’ s a n d B i b e r s ’

W o r k :
L u t h e r M e m o r i a l L . A . , D e s

Moines, Iowa
I n m e m o r y o f C a r l P a u l s e n ,

Dwight, 111., Clarence Peter¬
sens, Maywood, 111.

2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
3 0 . 0 0A p r i l 1 9 5 7

G e n e r a l B u d g e t :
M i s s A l i c e J e n s e n E s t a t e , v a l -

borgsminde ■
St. Paul’s Congregation, Cedar

Falls, Iowa
St. John’s Congregation, Ring-

sted, Iowa
St. John’s Congregat ion, Mar¬

quette, Nebr. 
In memory of Mrs. S. L. Ries,

M a s o n C i t y , I o w a , b y S t .
J o h n ’s C o n g r e g a t i o n , R i n g -
sted, Iowa

T. G. Jensen, Kimballton, Iowa 25.00
Immanue l Congrega t ion , K im¬

ballton, Iowa
St. John’s Engl ish and Danish

Ladies’ Aids, Hampton, Iowa 40.00
Nazareth S. S., Withee, Wis. 5 1 . 0 0
I n m e m o r y o f M r . a n d M r s . A n ¬

d e r s P e t e r s e n , N e w e l l , I o w a ,
by their daughter-in-law, Dag-

●mar Lund Petersen, Tyler 5 . 0 0
In memory of Miss Alice Jensen,

b y M r s . M . M a t h i s e n , D e s
Moines, lowa

In memory of Ferdinand Chris-
t o f f e r s e n , L u d i n g t o n , M r s .
L u d v i g A n d r e , P a s a d e n a ,
a n d R a s m u s H a n s e n , G r a y ¬
ling, by Mrs. Hans Juhl

In memory of Mrs. Jensine L.
Holst, Marquette, Nebr., Chr.
N i e l s e n , P e t r e a a n d N i e l s i n e
Nielsen, Hampton, Iowa
Relatives, Ringsted, Iowa
M r s . C a r r i e P e i t e r s e n , M r s .
L i n e B o n n i c k s e n a n d C a r l
Bonnicksens, Ringsted, Iowa__ 3.00
Lutheran Gu i ld , Wi thee , Wis . 2 .00
E t h e l M a e , H e l g a a n d S a m
Andersen, Withee, Wis. 1 0 . 0 0
C h r . J a c o b s e n s , M a r q u e t t e ,
N e b r a s k a

John Mangelsons, Clarks, Neb. 1.00
Harold Dexters, Central City,
Nebraska 
C l a r e n c e J o h n s e n s , H a r r y J o ¬
h a n s e n s , H a r o l d A n d e r s e n s ,
G e o r g T h u e s e n a n d A g n e s
Thuesen, Cedar Fal ls , Iowa__ 6.00
I n t e r n a t i o n a l H a r v e s t O f fi c e ,
Grand Island, Nebraska
Dagmar Miller

Mrs. Emma Nielsen, Lake Nor-
den, S. D.

St. John’s L. A., Cozad, Nebr.__
Dalum L. A., Canada
Rev. Heide, Racine, Wis.
In memory of Mrs. Wm. Peter¬

sen, Cushing, Wis., West Den¬
mark friends 

I n m e m o r y o f H a n n a h O s b o r n ,
by Mrs. Skonetski and Walter
Skonetskis, Dwight, 111.

I n m e m o r y o f H e n r y B r o w n ,
Coulter, Iowa, John Thorups,
H. C . Hansens , N . C . Rasmus¬
sens, Mrs. A l f red Kibsgaard,
M r s . A n d r . J o r g e n s e n a n d
Dagmar Miller

Afriend, Solvang, Calif.
St. John’s Congregation, Cozad,

Nebraska

2 0 . 0 0$457.30

5 . 0 0■1 3 . 1 1

1 9 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

4 7 . 8 1

Des Moines Congregation
L e a d s U L C A i n

Membership

1 0 0 . 0 0

7 0 . 0 0
1 7 . 0 0 NEW YORK, Feb. 9 S e v e n o f t h e

4 , 3 8 3 c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e U n i t e d L u ¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a h a v e m o r e
than 4,000 baptized members, accord¬
ing to the denomination’s 1957 Year¬
b o o k , p u b l i s h e d t o d a y.

D r. F. E p p l i n g R e i n a r t z , c h u r c h s e c ¬
r e t a r y , r e p o r t e d i n t h e Ye a r b o o k t h a t
the largest ULCA congregation was St.
J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , D e s M o i n e s ,
I owa , w i t h 6 ,324 members .

The s ix next largest congregat ions
were: Kountz Memorial, Omaha, 5,739;
First Engl ish, Mansfield, Ohio, 5,169;
North Austin, Chicago, 111., 4,516; Trin¬
ity, .Fort Wayne, Ind., 4,515; St. Mat¬
t h e w ’ s , H a n o v e r, P a . , 4 , 2 0 5 ,
● I n t h e “ fi r s t t e n ” w e r e L u t h e r M e ¬

mor i a l , Mad i son , W is . , w i t h 3 ,997 mem¬
bers; St. Luke’s, Reading, Pa., 3,993,
and Z ion , Johns town , Pa . , 3 ,989 .

T h e y e a r b o o k c o n fi r m e d t h a t t h e
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h h a d m a i n ¬
t a i n e d i t s p o s i t i o n a s t h e l a r g e s t L u ¬
the ran body i n No r th Amer i ca , w i t h
bap t i zed membersh ip , as o f Jan . 1 ,
1956, of 2,270,702, an increase of 64,422
over Jan. 1, 1955, or 2.92 per cent.

L a r g e s t o f t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ’s 3 2
synods in the United States and Canada
i s t he M in i s t e r i um o f Pennsy l van ia ,
whose beginnings date back to 1748.
The Ministerium reported 372,105 bap¬
t i z e d m e m b e r s a n d i t s r o l l s i n c l u d e d
548 pastors and 546 congregations.

T h e C e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a S y n o d ,
w i t h 3 1 5 , 6 0 0 b a p t i z e d m e m b e r s w a s
second, but reported the largest num¬
ber of congregations, 627. The United
Lutheran Synod of New York and New
England had 232,769 members and 360
congregations.

The yearbook listed 4,390 pastors as
compared with 4,280 the previous year;
4,383 congregations as against 4,344,
and total expenditures of ULCA con¬
gregations, including benevolence, as
$83,072,252, compared with $76,286,463
in the previous year.

V a l u a t i o n o f c h u r c h p r o p e r t y w a s
placed at $452,836,255, with total indebt¬
edness of $41,444,641, or less than 10
pe r cen t .

The Yearbook reflected the continu¬
ing emphasis of the United Lutheran
Church on the continent-wide Lutheran
Evangelism Mission, continuing on
thi’ough October, 1957, and highlighted
the 40th anniversary budget of arecord
$15,000,000 the church has adopted for
1 9 5 8 .

3 . 0 0
1 6 . 6 0

.$1,130.32

. 4 , 4 4 1 . 7 0
Total for April
To t a l s i n c e J a n u a r y

For every donat ion , ahear ty thank
y o u .

D a g m a r M i l l e r .
1517 Guthrie Ave., Des Moines 16, Iowa

M e m o r a b i l i a
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )5 . 0 0

l i t t l e w h i t e c h u r c h w e r e n o t a t a l l
ashamed of being Danish and singing
“Den signede Dag med Fryd vi ser.”,21,'
There was not a t inge of reservat ion
i n t h e i r s i n g i n g . I t w a s w i t h g o o d
conscience the young people filled the
hall to capacity on Sunday night, lis¬
tening to aDanish reading or lecture,
s ing ing wi th gusto and swinging the
partner in the dance. We did not
su f f e r f r om i n fe r i o r i t y comp lexes a t
the fall festivals with 300 guests from
other parts, the “Martsstaavner” and
t h e f o l k s c h o o l w i n t e r a n d s u m m e r
terms. People l istened gladly to lec¬
tures on Danish poets, politicians, so¬
cial leaders, prophets, preachers, giants
a n d d e m o n s .

I c a n s e e n o w t h a t t h e c o m m u n i t y
climbed up to its zenith during the five

of Hpjbjerg’s leadership and

3 . 0 0

2 . 0 0
8 . 5 0

1 . 0 0

1 . 0 0

y e a r s
with his departure the decline set in.
We s ta r ted to run a race w i th dea th
and we did not make it. Even though
Ihad complied with the wish of the
fo l k schoo l cons t i t uen t s , I cou ld no t
have changed the course. Those peo¬
ple told me that the school was started
for the purpose of preserving Danish
culture and they wanted to perpetuate
i t on tha t bas i s . I d id no t d i spa rage
that purpose, but Iwas childish enough
to assume that the schoo l cou ld be
t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m t h e D a n i s h e n t i t y t o
the he te rogenous commun i ty w i thou t
los ing i t s na tu re . Now Iknow tha t a
school or any other insti tut ion cannot
digress from the original purpose,
n a t u r e , a n d l i m i t a t i o n , b u t I d i d n o t
k n o w i t t h e n . I c a n s a y t h a t w e
who had the i l lus ion worked hard in
the process of Americanizing the school
a n d t h e c o m m u n i t y.

Ragnhild Strandskov, who was more
devoted than anyone, suffered much.
Hans Olsen, Car l Smith, Al f red Niel¬
sen, Per Nabo, Holger Koch, Ferdinand

8 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

3 . 0 0

4 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

1 2 . 0 0
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missionary to India now on furlough,
p r e a c h e d M a y 1 9 . I n A p r i l n e w m e m ¬
bers from 14 different famil ies joined
t h e c h u r c h . A t a r e c e n t c o n g r e ¬
g a t i o n a l m e e t i n g , p l a n s w e r e c o m ¬
pleted for the development of the en¬
la rged pa rk ing l o t , f o r g rad ing and
sodd ing a round the new annex , fo r
landscap ing the parsonage grounds ,
and for bui ld ing r isers for the choi r
transcept. On June 30, dedication will
b e h e l d o f t h e a l t a r a n d c h a n c e l i m ¬
p r o v e m e n t s ( i n m e m o r y o f C h r i s t i n e
W i l s e n . )

l l t l l ' i f K f . t i : d e r s e n , M r . a n d M r s . A r t
Christiansen

S e a m e n ’ s M i s s i o n :

H o p e C i r c l e , E n u m c 1 a w .
Wash.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s T r a v e l :

Congregations:
Davey, Nebraska 
Cordova, Nebraska 
P u b l i c a t i o n s :
F o r L u t b e r a n Ti d i n g s , c o n g r e ¬

gation, Omaha, Nebr., from
M l ’ , a n d M r s . C l a r e n c e
Dahl, Chicago, 111. :

P a s t o r ’ s P e n s i o n C o n t r i b u t i o n :
Rev. Ronald Jespersen
Rev. John Enselmann
Rev. George Mellby
Rev. Ivan Nielsen
R e v . G u d m u n d P e t e r s e n ( f o r

1956) 
Rev. Ove Nielsen

1 . 0 0O U R C H I R C H
1 1 1 1 1 : 1 1 I I ' . l ' 1 , 1 1 . g i i i i i i i . i . f ' I I t , . | I - I , I . i i i i i i . g ,

5 . 0 0K i i n b a l U o n , I o w a . E i g h t n e w A r t
G l a s s w i n d o w s w e r e i n s t a l l e d i n t h e
church here recent ly, which together
w i t h l o u r p r e v i o u s l y a c q u i r e d , n o w
completes the insta l la t ion throughout
t h e c h u r c h . T h e “ I n M e m o r i a l C o m ¬
m i t t e e ” h a s u n d e r t a k e n t h i s w o r k .

T h e I o w a D i s t r i c t y o u t h c o n v e n t i o n
wiU be held here starting May 31.

T y l e r , M i n n e s o t a . P a s t o r a n d M r s .
Paul Nussle are the proud parents of
a n e w s o n b o r n A p r i l 2 6 , ( 7 % l b s . )
and named Eric Ravnholt. Ten young
people were confirmed May 19.

Vo lmer, Montana. ASunday Schoo l
has been organized here recently, with
38 pupils in attendance at this isolated
prairie church served by Pastor Rob¬
ert Hermansen, of Dagmar. Ten teach¬
e r s w i l l b e o n t h e s t a f f , w i t h M r s .
J e p p e S o r e n s e n a s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .

B rook l jm , New York . The congre¬
gat ion here is contempla t ing jo in ing
the Augus tana Synod and w i l l send
delegates to the 80th Convent ion in
R i n g s t e d w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f
f a k i n g l e a v e o f t h e s y n o d ,

service are now being held with Christ
Lutheran. Church, 1070 59th St reet .

2 0 . 0 0
6 3 . 8 2

2 . 0 0

Acknowledgment of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer

F o r t h e m o n t h o f A p r i l , 1 9 5 7
Towards the Budget:
Congregations:
Salinas, California
Clinton, Iowa 
Marquette, Nebraska
Askov, Minnesota
Bethany, Ludington, Mich.
Ringsted, Iowa 
Racine, Wisconsin
Luck, Wisconsin
Tacoma, Washington
Watsonville, California
St. Stephen’s, Chicago, Ill.__
Minneapolis, Minnesota

The parsonage here, where live Pastor Ĵŝ AngdS^̂ clfiforaiaand Mrs. Norman Bakken, has recently Angeles, Cahlorma
been renova ted . I t w i l l be used by
t h e m e r g e d c o n g r e g a t i o n . F i n a l s e r v ¬
i c e s a t O u r S a v i o u r ’ s C h u r c h w e r e
h e l d M a y 1 2 .

1 0 . 0 0
4 6 . 2 0
6 7 . 3 0
4 8 . 3 8

5 6 . 9 0
8 2 . 0 0$ 400.00

5 0 0 . 0 0
4 2 9 . 0 0

7 3 . 0 5
3 0 0 . 0 0
3 9 9 . 5 0
3 9 1 . 2 2
3 0 0 . 0 0

5 7 . 0 0
6 8 . 1 3

1 0 0 . 0 0
4 9 5 . 7 5
1 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0
1 4 2 . 4 1
3 0 0 . 0 0

3 7 . 2 0
1 0 0 . 0 0
2 5 0 . 0 0
1 0 4 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0
2 6 2 . 2 1
7 5 0 . 0 0
2 4 7 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

6 5 . 9 1
1 0 0 . 0 0

6 0 . 0 0
1 5 0 . 0 0
3 0 0 . 0 0

S 3 1 0 . 7 8
Total Budget Receipts during

April, 1957 7,431.78
P r e v i o u s l y a c k n o w l e d g e d _ _ 11 , 2 1 0 . 4 6

To t a l t o d a t e .$18,642.24
Received for Items Outside of Budget:
F o r L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :
Salinas, Calif. :
Ringsted, Iowa
Racine, Wis. 
Racine, Wis, by Pastor Heide
Watsonville, Calif. 
Minneapolis, Minn.
Roscommon, Mich. 
Menominee, Mich.
Brush, Colo. 
Dwight, 111. 
Dwight, 111., by Willing Work-

U > > J o i n t
$ 1 0 0 . 0 0

7 4 . 1 7
9 7 . 8 0

5 . 0 0
Roscommon, Michigan
Hartford, Connecticut
Menominee, Michigan
White, South Dakota
Mu.skegon, Michigan
Brush, Colorado
Bridgeport, Connecticut
J u h l , C o m . , M a r l e t t e , M i c h . _ _
Detroit, Michigan 
Volmer, Dagmar, Montana
Los Angeles, California
Manistee, Michigan 
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Newark, New Jersey
Omaha, Nebraska
Alden, Minnesota 
P e n s i o n F u n d :
C o n g r e g a t i o n s :
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Luck, Wisconsin
Alden, Minnesota 
H o m e M i s s i o n :
Congregat ions:
Minneapolis, Minnesota __
Whi te , S. D. , in memory of

Mrs. J. J. Jensen 
Dwight, 111., from Will ing

Workers 
W h i t e , S . D . , f r o m P i o n e e r

Lutheran Aid
Alden, Minn., in memory of

M r s . C a r o l i n e S a n d e r s o n _ _
A lden, Minn. , in memory o f

Mrs. Anna Svenningsen
Oliildrcn’s Home, Chicago, HI.:
From Dwight, 111., in memory

of Laur i tz L ingaard, Tam¬
pa, Florida 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Reimer,
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lissure,
M r . a n d M r s . A . C h r i s t i a n ¬
sen, Dr. and Mrs. O. D. Gin-
g u i s h .

In memory of Mrs. Dora An-

1 8 . 1 3
1 1 7 . 8 7

3 4 . 5 0
1 2 . 3 0
3 4 . 0 0

■1 2 5 . 0 0
Sidney, Michigan. Miss Muriel Niel¬

sen wi l l v is i t this community May 26
of Sidney and Gowen.

W a t e r l o o , I o w a . D r . J o h a n n e s K n u d -
sen, of Maywood, 111., was aguest
s p e a k e r M a y 1 2 i n t h e a b s e n c e o f
Pastor Richard Sorensen, vacat ioning
in California. Pastor Obert Landsverk,

1 5 . 0 0
6 1 . 6 0

1 4 3 . 8 7
1 1 0 . 4 0

e r s

Juhl Com., Marlette, Mich. __
Enumclaw, Wash.
Manistee, Mich. 
Nysted, Dannebrog, Nebraska

(from Sunday School)
Alden, Minn. 

4 . 0 0
2 0 9 . 3 0

^ Q ?
^ 3

M

goS'g

mnw (1) ^

T o t a l L W A f o r m o n t h o f

April, 1957 
Previously acknowledged

Total to date 
F o r F a i t i i a n d L i f e A d v a n c e :
Racine, Wis. :
F o r D i s t r i c t I V H o m e M i s . s i o n :
From District Treasurer
F o r H o m e M i s s i o n :
In memory of Mrs. Jensine L.

Holst, Mrs. Carol ine Holst,
M r . a n d M r s . C a r l F i s h e r
H o l s t , M r . a n d M r s . J i n
E m e r s o n , M i ’ . J e n s F i s h e r
Holst 

Lutheran Guild, Withee, Wis.
Mr. Jens A. Jensen, Withee
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jensen,

Withee, Wis. 
M r . a n d M r s . E l m e r R e i c h -

wald
M r . a n d M r s . W a l t e r R e i c h -

wald

$1,162.94
7 1 2 . 7 4

nf D
>

IbS ; »
H - i t n

- 3 <

o .

1 2 . 0 0
8 2 . 8 0
59.00

c -
▶ 1 (b

fD 3 $1,875.68I

a : .
§a $ 188.75w o

w t r *
^ >

I

2 . 0 0 2 5 0 . 0 0

|t“3 3 . 0 0i - t ^
M o
● s s 4 6 . 0 0

t s 3

(U BS
a s t d

2 5 . 0 0o
s ;

5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0 2 . 0 0M

M „ R

a'gs

S’ 1 . 0 0t r
2 . 0 0w

2 . 0 0M I
3B

2 . 5 0
(t ■“ »S.C3

0-p

5.00
p o .

2 . 5 0
I

T o t a l $ 1 5 . 0 0
M. C. Mi l ler, Treasurer.
P. O. Box 177,
Circle Pines, Minn.
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