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This float, entered by St. Peder’s Church in the Youth Pai’ade at the LWF
meeting:, was the first chosen out of four selected for special viewing at the
great Youth Bally in the Stadium in Minneapolis, September 25. The theme
“Buil t On The Bock” is carr ied out on ablue foundation out of which r ises the
substantial looking ocean rock. On the rock are placed the pulpit, altar and
font referring to the Sacraments and the Word, the elementals of the Christian
Church. The Gothic arches framing these pieces are connected with gilded organ
pipes, uniting them in avery beautiful manner. Aphonograph played music
from the theme hymn, and the entire float was hitched to an elegant convertible
a u t o m o b i l e .

Here stands the font before our eyes,
Tell ing how God did receive us;
T h e a l t a r r e c a l l s C h r i s t ’ s s a c r i fi c e
And what His table doth give us;
Here sounds the word that doth proclaim
Christ yesterday, today the same,
Yea, and for aye our Redeemer.

—N. F. S. Grundtvig.

Built on the Rock the Church doth stand
Even when steeples are falling;
Crumbled have spires in every land,
Bells still are chiming and calling;
Calling the young and old to rest.
But above all the soul distrest.
Longing.for rest everlasting.
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The Spirit of Liselund
P. R A S M U S S E N

A V a l i a n t O l d P i o n e e r a n d N a t u r e

Lover Describes aGarden Spot of
Scandinavia, and its Effect

It is Sunday morning, July 21. From my room Appel came in; these three were to be the main
and bed through the open window Iheard the turtle speakers at the occasion. It v/as very touching to
dove greeting the new day. Igot up, got dressed feel the silence and in respect to Mrs. Dahl, we all
and went'into the sunshine. Iwanted to see it all, arose and sang; “Guds menighed syng for vor skaber
at this wonderful place. There are roses and flower il0n.”
beds, lawns and winding paths beneath the big trees Idare not write notes on the speeches. Isuppose
alongside the monuments of men who helped to make they will be printed in Liselund bogen, but 1dare
Liselund what it really is. Liselund is something gay that Ifelt deeply the spirit of Liselund that day.
more than what Ihave mentioned so far; it is life For many years Ihave read about Liselund and said
in ace r ta in way. to myself: If Iever come to Denmark Iam going to

Now the flag man came along with two flags, Danish' that place, and now Iam here. But even more than
and Swedish. As Dannebrog is hoisted and slowly that; Iwas asked to speak the same Sunday evening
ascends to the top of the pole asmall group of people to people that had been under the influence of the
in respect and honor remove their hats and softly spirit both forenoon and afternoon. Iregard it as a
sing: Hail to our red banner with the cross of white, privilege and an honor to have such an opportunity.

Then the breakfast bell is sounding and we all And after the meeting and before retiring Ihad to
come together in the dining hall. The food is first go out for awalk and live all over again what had
class, the appetite is good, the people are in good taken place. It whispered in my soul, “The end of a
humor; they talk and laugh, take good time and have perfect day.” And Ishall be privileged to be here
an extra cup of coffee. f o r m a n y m o r e d a y s o f C h r i s t i a n f e l l o w s h i p .

Finally Ican get out again for Ican never get
enough of nature’s beauty. People in couples, or
single, walk slowly around the pathway or stand in
groups taken up with different questions. But we
must not be out too long as there will be church service
at ten, and no question but that the hall will be filled |will be held October 25, 26 and 27 at St. Peder’s
with guests, so better be sure of aseat. Now in comes
the bishop and Rev. Hein, both in black gowns
a n d n e w w h i t e c o l l a r s . T h e c a n d l e s a r e l i t o n t h e
flower-deccrated altar; even the altar rail has fragrant
green branches interwoven from side to side. We
shared in ’the opening prayer and joined with the
congregation in the old well known hymn, “Oh day
full of grace” as well as in Grundtvig’s hymn about
the call to Simon Peter to launch out into the deep
— w h i c h i n i t s e l f i s a h e a r t - t o u c h i n g s e r m o n . A n d
so was the bishop’s sermon on the same text. Ishall
not try to go into detail, though it would be valuable
to have it in print. Then there was the commuhion
serv ice w i th many peop le a t tend ing . Ino t i ced tha t
they do not have single individual cups, but only one
for al l to dr ink of according to scr ipture: “Drink ye
all of it.” Also that they sang acouple of verses while
serving the partakers. Itake it for granted that every
one who had been present felt that it was aGod-
b l e s s e d s e r v i c e .

ÛVVVUWVUU\%UU>\WmnUUUU\UVVVVUWVVM\V\VV\\\V\tVVW\VVVUtVWVV\\UUUU%WVUWVUV|
5 5

I N S T I T U T E

The Fourth Synodical Church School Institute |

Church in Minneapolis. The Board of Parish
Education urges all Church School Teachers to
attend this meeting. Please send reservation in
early to: Miss Gerda Nielsen, 3620 East 42nd St.,
Minneapolis 6, Minn.

The cost for the entire Institute will be $5.50. The
Institute will be conducted by the members of the
Board of Parish Education with the help of Rev.
Lael Westberg, Director of Parish Education for
the Augustana Lutheran Church. The Institute
opens Friday evening with supper and closes Sun¬
day noon. Please send in your reservations as
soon as possible.

Howard Christensen, |
Director, Parish Education, AELcI
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And now again adelicious lunch was served in the
hall, the tables were decorated with flowers and little
flags reminding us of the fact that* both Swedes and
Danes had come together.

Many of the elderly people would now take anap,
and then be refreshed with acup of coffee in order
t o b e a b l e t o c o m e t o t h e m e m o r i a l s e r v i c e i n t h e
m i d d l e o f t h e a f t e r n o o n . T h i s t o b e i n r e m e m b r a n c e
of Niels Dahl, the founder and through many years
the leader of Liselund. The hall was filled and quiet¬
ness ruled as Mi’s. Dahl, Esther Mpllerstedt and Eric
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Joint Commission

Meets in Chicago
This ULCA News Release is aFull Report

of the September Meeting. Target Date

May be as Early as 1961.

Church re-opened the issue over the ministry by asking
that the commission include in qualifications of candi¬
dates fo r the min is t ry an Augustana s ta tement on
“ s e c r e t i s m . ” T h e c o m m i s s i o n r e f e r r e d t h e s t a t e m e n t

NEW Amer i can Lu the ran chu rch body o f t o t he Commi t t ee on Doc t r i ne and L i v i ng Trad i t i on ,
nearly 3,000,000 members was moving nearer It will bring in its report at the December meeting,
to formation after athree-day meeting of the

Joint Commission of Lutheran Unity here (Septem- the new church should contain the best features of
retirement programs presently in effect in the four
church bodies, with every effort bent toward making

N E W S T E P S T A K E N I N
F O U R - W A Y M E R G E R

A The commission decided that apension plan for

ber 18, 19 and 20).
The commission heard encouraging reports of prog¬

ress all along the line in carrying out its task to the new plan as uniform as possible and to go into
merge four Lutheran church bodies into asingle operation immediately upon formation of the new
new church. c h u r c h .

The 42-member commission represents the 2,300,000-
member United Lutheran Church in America, the will include Robert J. Myers, Washington, D. C., chief
536,000-member Augustana Lutheran Church, the actuary of the Social Security Administration; L. Ed-
35,000-member Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church win Wang, Minneapolis, executive secretary of the
of America (Suomi Synod) and the 20,000-member Augustana Pension and Aid Fund; and Dr. George
American Evangelical Lutheran Church. H. Berkheimer, Philadelphia, executive secretary of

As negotiations moved ahead at afaster pace, the the Board of Pensions of the United Lutheran Church
commission decided to meet again in Chicago Decern- in America,
ber 12, 13 and 14 —just ayear after the four bodies
first met and decided that sufficient doctrinal agree- vice president of the Augustana Lutheran Church, pre-
ment existed among them to proceed at once with sided over the commission meeting as its chairman,
steps looking toward organic union. H e s a i d t h e c o m m i s s i o n w a s m o v i n g “ a l o n g o n

By its next meeting, the commission indicated, it schedule,” and declared that he found evidences of
ameeting of minds” on the patterns of organization.

Acommittee to formulate the new pension program

The Rev. Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, LaGrange, 111

hoped to set up acommittee to begin drafting the
formal documents for the organizational structure of principles and objectives for the new church,
the new church. P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e f o u r m e r g i n g c h u r c h b o d i e s w e r e

Tentative approval was given by the commission to:present as commissioners, including Dr. Franklin Clark
1—A preliminary doctrinal statement on “The Fry, New York, United Lutheran Church; Dr. Oscar

Word of God and the Confessions,” which willi serve Benson, Minneapolis, Augustana Lutheran Church;
the doctr inal ar t ic le of the const i tut ion of the Dr. Al f red Jensen, Des Moines, Iowa, American Evan¬

gelical Lutheran Church; -and Dr. Raymond W. War-
gelin, Hancock, Mich., Finnish Evangelical Lutheran

a s

n e w c h u r c h .

2—Geographical boundaries for possibly 32 con¬
stituent units, in addition to four non-territorial synods Church of America,
and inc lud ing as reg iona l un i ts th ree met ropo l i tan
areas —New York , Ch icago and Ph i lade lph ia .

3—Creation of ageneral church body with adminis¬
t r a t i o n i n t h e h a n d s o f t h r e e o f fi c e r s a n d a n i n t e r i m
governing board or council.

4—A new pension program for the merged church,
guaranteeing “reasonable minimum pensions” for
approximately 6,000 pastors,* in addition to others been reached at an earlier meeting of the commission
eligible for retirement income. i n M a r c h w a s a s k e d b y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e A u g u s -

5—A Board of Theological Seminaries, separate tana Lutheran Church. Cited specifically were state-
from aBoard of College Education and Church Vo- ments on theological seminaries and division of author-
c a t i o n .

6—Prelinimary reports on foreign missions, Ameri¬
can missions, parish education and ajudiciary.In March the commiss ion had agreed tha t owner -

7—A proposal for biennial conventions of the ship and primary responsibility for administration and
general church body.

Although preliminary drafts of astatement on the the constituent units of the united church,
ministry and theological seminaries had been approved Augustana spokesmen expressed concern that the
by the JCLU in Chicago in March, the commission 13 seminaries in the united church (10 ULCA, one
voted to refer these two unsettled matters back to each Augustana, Suomi and AELC) would not come
committees for re-study.

Spokesmen representing the Augustana Lutheran body did not have agreater voice in the control of

Swift approval was given to most recommendations
of asub-committee on Powers and Functions, but the
commission was unable to find agreement on apro¬
posal to set up aJoint Board of Higher Education and
Church Vocations, including boards on colleges, semi¬
n a r i e s a n d w o m e n ’s c h u r c h v o c a t i o n s .

Modification of tentative agreements which had

ity between the central church body and constituent
u n i t s .

control of theological seminaries should be vested in

up to uniform high standards if the general church
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the seminaries. Dr. Benson, Augustana president, mittee’s recommendation that the governing body be
said he was convinced that budgetary support should defined as “Executive Council” of the new church,
come from the general church rather than from con- Some support for the term “Church Council” or “Exe-
stituent units. c u t i v e B o a r d ” d e v e l o p e d , b u t t h e c o m m i s s i o n p u t o f f

Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, president of Augustana any decision until aspecial sub-committee on nomen-
College, Rock Island, 111., made asimilar ■statement, clature brings in its report. It was indicated the
urging that the church be given more control over 'committee may attempt to bring in asuggested name

for the new 3,000,000-member church body.
Presenting committee reports before the commis¬

sion were: Pensions, Dr. O. V. Anderson, Chicago;
sub-committee on Powers and Functions for further powers and functions. Dr. Bernard Hillilia, Brooklyn,
study and report at the next meeting of JCLU. N. Y. ; powers and funct ions of officers and an execu-

The decision, said President Fry, “re-opened the tive body. Dr. Henry H. Bagger, Philadelphia; foreign
whole question of the ministry,” and at his suggestion, missions. Dr. Ralph W. Loew, Buffalo, N. Y.; American
earlier statements on the ministry were referred to Missions, the Rev. Henry Kangas, San Francisco; geo-
the sub-committee for further study.

At the opening of the three-day meeting, Augustana bel. New York; doctrine and living tradition, the Rev.
commissioners were granted the privilege of placing Dr. Karl E. Mattson, Rock Island, 111.; the judiciary,
two additional matters on the agenda, qualification the Rev. Chester Heikkinen, Minneapolis; and parish

education, the Rev. Dr. Walter Freed,
Washington, D. C.

For the second time, the JCLU de¬
ferred until its next meeting areply
to the Joint Unity Committee of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ameri¬
can Lutheran Church and the Uni ted
Evangelical Lutheran Church, which
had proposed aconference with JCLU

Livingstone replied: ^o “discuss the bases and possible plans
for closer cooperation between all Lu¬
t h e r a n b o d i e s i n A m e r i c a . ”

The reply to the three other church
bodies, which are merging into anew
2,000,000-member church to be known
as The American Lutheran Church,
was' placed on the agenda for the
JCLU’s December meeting.

the ministry.
The result was that the entire matter of theological

e d u c a t i o n a n d s e m i n a r i e s w a s r e f e r r e d b a c k t o t h e

graphical boundaries, the Rev. Dr. Frederick R. Knu-

of candidates for the ministry, especi¬
a l l y regard ing the i r v iews on sec re t
societ ies; and the matter of financia l
support for theological seminaries.

Except for the issue over theological
seminaries and disagreement over com¬
bining the colleges, seminaries and
women’s church vocat ions in to a jo in t
board of higher education, the sub-com¬
mittee’s recommendations were gener¬
ally supported.

These covered respective areas of
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y b e t w e e n t h e g e n e r a l
church body and const i tuent un i ts in
the mat te r o f pub l i ca t ions , co l leges ,
inner-missions, the mil i tary chaplaincy,
social action, architecture, worship and
public relations. The document on con¬
gregat ions and the i r re la t ions to the
general body and constituent units was
a l s o r e f e r r e d b a c k t o t h e s u b - c o m m i t t e e f o r f u r t h e r
study.

There is agreat story to the
effect that acertain society
i n S o u t h A f r i c a o n c e w r o t e
t o D a v i d L i v i n g s t o n e :
" H a v e y o u f o u n d a g o o d
road to where you are? If
so, we want to know how
to send other men to jo in
y o u .
"If you have men who wil l
c o m e o n l y i f t h e y k n o w
t h e r e i s a g o o d r o a d , I d o n ’ t
w a n t t h e m . I w a n t m e n
w h o w i l l c o m e i f t h e r e i s n o
r o a d a t a l l . ”

— T h e C h u r c h H e r a l d .

32 Proposed Geographical
Boundaries for New Church

Chicago, September 23 —Proposed geographical
boundaries for anew 3,000,000-member Lutheran
Church, presented to the Joint Commission on Lu¬
theran Unity, will be submitted to presidents of the
p r e s e n t c o n s t i t u e n t u n i t s o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n
Church in America and the Augustana Lutheran
Church for study.

The commission inspected amap showing possible
ways of bringing the 32 synods of the ULCA, Augus-
tana’s 14 conferences and the two smaller bodies into
anew united church of 36 constituent units —four
of which would be non-territorial, Suomi, AELC,
Slovak-Zion and Icelandic.

The 32 regional units, as suggested to the com¬
mission, would include: (figures show 1955 baptized
membership and the number of congregations)

1—Northeast, 71,000 (139)
2—Upstate New York, 110,000 (184)
3—Metropolitan New York, 125,000 (188)
4—New Jersey, 92,500 (163)
5—Maryland and Delaware, 110,000 (164)
6—Philadelphia, 227,500 (295)
7—Pennsylvania, 159,000 (302)
8—Pennsylvania, 179,500 (289)

(Continued on Page 15)

The commission reached agreement on suggestions
f o r t h r e e o f fi c e r s f o r t h e n e w u n i t e d c h u r c h — a
president, secretary and treasurer. It decided against
creat ion of anew office, v ice pres ident and budget
director, as proposed by asub-committee on powers
and functions of officers and an executive body.

The president, the commission determined, should
be aminister, elected by the church. So would the
church secretary. The treasurer could be either a
pastor or layman, and he, too, would be elected by
t h e c h u r c h i n c o n v e n t i o n .

The commission rejected aproposal for the creation
of an office of controller, with aseat on the executive
body, and put financ ia l mat te rs in the hands o f a
t r e a s u r e r .

A n o t h e r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e s u b - c o m m i t t e e
that one member of each of the various church boards
and arepresentative from each of the men’s, women’s
and youth auxiliaries have seat and voice on the
execut ive body also was defeated. The commission
also rejected another proposal, that board executives
and auxiliary executives be seated as non-voting mem¬
bers of the governing group.

Considerable discussion resulted from the sub-corn-
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F o r w a r d f r o m O b e r l i n
By BETTY THOMPSON

So far as unity is God’s endowment of HisEditor ’s Note: Four of our men attended the
great theological conference held recently at Oberlin,
Ohio. This early account has just been received from
Miss Thompson, of the Public Relations office of the
W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s .

m e n t .

Church, it is our already; so far as it is our response
in obedience to His will, we sadly lack it,” the report
o f D i v i s i o n I s t a t e d .

The emergence of Biblical theology was cited as
“one of the exciting developments of our time.” Em¬
phasis on Biblical theology “offers us invaluable re¬
sources for understanding our common faith.”

“ W e w a n t u n i t y
here; but we are not unified in our understanding of
the unity we seek,” Division I’s report admitted.

ESPITE ALL THE WARNINGS to the contrary,
many expected—either fearfully or hopefully
—that the first North American Faith and Or¬

der Conference at Oberlin, Ohio, would project specific
plans of church union. The study conference held on
the midwestern campus of Oberlin College did accom¬
plish objectives and chart new paths to unity, but it
must be measured in terms of goals it set for itself. Its
ultimate success depends on how churches carry on the
mutual encounter and discovery begun here.

The conference, sponsored by the Canadian Council
of Churches, the National Council of Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A., and the U,S. Conference for the
World Council of Churches took place September 3-10.
It had been carefully prepared for two years under
the direction of program and study secretary, Dr.
●Paul Minear, Yale Divinity School professor of New
Testament. Its goal: to determine “The Nature of
the Unity We Seek.”

For eight days the nearly 300 delegates from a
wide range of churches sat down together in small
groups to discuss problems that were both basic and
specific. They had in front of them orientation papers
prepared by sixteen regional study groups located in
cities from Honolulu to Saskatoon.

“There were many disagreements but no one was
disagreeable,” one woman summed it up. What was
surprising to many was that “the agreement on our
given unity in faith has been both wide and deep.”

“Even our differences, which usually form so
dreary acatalogue, have been redefined in novel and
stimulating ways, and we are not left with the im-

:o f two l i s ts o f i r reconc i lab le doc t r ines , ” sa id
report from the major division which treated unity

in terms of “ fai thfulness to the eternal gospel.” Dr.
Gerald Cragg, pastor of Erskine and American United
Church, Montreal, Canada, was chairman of Division I.

Of the theological questions with which Division
Itackled, the report commented, “In an area where
differences are both ancient and stubborn, quick or
easy answers would be superficial is not wrong. And
it is scarcely surprising that some sections found them¬
selves baffled by difficulties which, in the past, have
often proved their power to keep Christians apart.”

Old problems appeared in new light, participants
in the section meetings achieved “more sympathetic
understanding of unfamiliar convictions and adeeper
charity toward those who hold different views from
t h e i r o w n . ”

The section reports like the orientation papers and
the speeches at plenary sessions referred frequently
to the unity which the Church already possesses.
“This unity has brought us here; it gives us our im¬
peratives and establishes our final goals.”

“Our unity is adivine gift, not ahuman achieve-

D
o t h e r w i s e w e w o u l d n o t b e

All the reports stressed that unity could not be
equated with uniformity. “There is awidespread
f e a r t h a t w e s h a l l fi n d o u r s e l v e s c o m m i t t e d t o a
‘ m o n o l i t h i c ’ s t r u c t u r e w h i c h w i l l s m o t h e r v a r i e t y,
vitality, freedom and spontaneity.”

One speaker, chairman of Division III, Dr. Merri-
mon Cuninggim, dean of Perkins School of Theology,
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, said,
“the nature of this unity we seek is not as mysterious
as we would like to pretend that it is.”

According to Division I, unity cannot be achieved
completely at once but it may begin with the elemen¬
tary “but obligatory” discipline of greater inter-con¬
fessional courtesy. “It will express itself in various
types of courtesy and in certain cases it will lead to
organic union.”

Three propositions were advanced by the division
dealing with theological issues: unity belongs to the
essent ia l nature of the Church; that uni ty must be
made visible to the world in ameasure greater than
that in which the corporate life of our churches mani¬
fests it; and it must provide freedom for an extensive
measure of diversi ty.

“ I n o u r d i v i d e d s t a t e w e a r e n o t m e e t i n g t h e
demands of our age; our ineffectiveness in mission
compels us to heed more closely the Biblical demands
for un i t y. ”

p a s s e
a

Next Steps for Churches
Specific theological tasks “which we wish to be¬

queath to the churches as acontinuing responsibility”
were outlined by Division I:

Asuper¬
ficial judgment might regard the use to which they
are often put as barriers created against one an¬
other. But astudy of the significance of this use
might reveal much common ground and provide
mater ia l for acommon wi tness to our age.”

2. The theological exchange which has marked the
Oberlin conference and its preparation should be
c o n t i n u e d a n d e x t e n d e d .

1. The place of creeds and confessions.

The discussions of Baptism and the Table of the
Lord emphasized the Christ-centered nature of these
sacraments. This “represents an over-arching unity of
both thought and devotion” which promises much for
the on-going discussion of theological problems and
church divisions, according to the drafters of Division
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Ireport. On baptisms, the sections dealing with it
noted that though some churches insist on immersion,
a l l agree, “ that the sp i r i tua l event is the dec is ive
factor” and all regard Baptism as means of entry
into the universal church, and not only into mem¬
bership of aparticular denomination. These and other
substantial agreements were reached. “We thank God
for them as we rejoice in the given unity which they
suggest and provide even now for our divided Chris¬
t e n d o m .

Noting differences of opinion concerning baptism
as well, the division asked for churches to study the
question in the form of three “searching” questions:

(1) Of the Churches which practice infant baptism,
we ask —“How tar is it true to say that among you
the obedient use of every gift and resource of the
Church is made in order that the infant may reach
that point of personal faith and response which would
be the proper fulfillment of his baptismal vows? What
is the responsibility of the Church to the baptized
person who does not become abeliever?”

(2) Of the Churches which practice only believer’s
baptism, we ask —“Is sufficient justice done among
you to the fact that God’s grace ip active in and
through the Christ ian community from
the very beginning of aperson’s life,
preparing him for the full confession
and experience of the fai th? What is
the responsibility of the Church to the
un-baptized chi ld?”

(3 ) F ina l l y, we ask a l l Chr i s t ians
— “ D o w e i n o u r l i v e s b e a r w i t n e s s
t o o u r b a p t i s m i n t o t h e d e a t h a n d
Resurrection of Christ? In what ways
do we show that we are not our own but disciples
of our sovereign Lord?”

In Terms of Organizational Structures
The division which studied organizational struc¬

tu res s t r essed t ha t “ t he i nd i v i dua l Ch r i s t i an has mem¬
bership in the Church Universal through the local
congregation.”

Both the “manifest unity of the Church and the
major problems confronting churches as they seek
to heed the Lord’s call to unity must be concerns of
the local congregation.

“This demand can no longer be evaded or left
solely to larger ecclesiastical units,” Division II
warned. Dr. Robert Tobias, professor of Ecumenical
Theology at Butler University, Indianapolis, Ind., was
c h a i r m a n o f t h e D i v i s i o n .

The local church can reveal its ecumenical spirit
by engaging in tasks basic “to the life and service
of the Church” in cooperation with members of other
denominations. Division II l isted such basic areas as
ecumenical worship; evangelism; social action, includ¬
ing “a Christian critique of basic social structures”
and the establishment pf aresponsible society under
the Lordship of Christ; education and action for peace;
promotion of Christian family life; elimination of race
and class distinction; and Christian education.

“As Christians of alocal congregation engage faith¬
fully in these enterprises their vision is enlarged, and
as they do these things with others, ecumenical fel¬
lowship is deepened,” the report said. '

T I D I N G S October 5, 1957
State and local councils of churches have rendered

great service in encouraging grfeater unity of spirit
and effectiveness of action, but possible limitations
“lie in the danger of inducing complacency on the
ground that such cooperation is enough.”

Specific plans of organic union —such as the Green¬
wich Plan and the Federal Union Plan were not taken
up in detail at Oberlin, but Division II expressed the
belief that any such plan “representing as it well may
the conviction that spiritual unity requires visible
expression, must be based on aclear understanding
o f t h e f a i t h o f t h e w h o l e C h u r c h . ”

> 7

“Its proponents ought to view the necessary and
often painful adjustments both with Christian love
and obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit,”
D i v i s i o n I I c a u t i o n e d . Where churches possess a
similar understanding of the nature of the Church
and of the ministry, steps toward organizational unity
may be called for as afuller expression of the deeper
unity which is our common goal.”

“Such steps, however, should be preceded by care¬
ful consideration of relevant theological and sociologi¬
cal factors, and by efforts toward amore widespread
ecumenical consciousness and asense of responsibility

throughout the churches.”

Permanent Faith and Order Study
In taking revenge aman is
but equal to his enemy, but
in passing it over he is his
s u p e r i o r .

In plenary session, the Oberlin con¬
ference adopted resolutions calling for
continuing theological study in order
and organization and charged the spon¬
soring councils to see that such study
be made. The plenary session also
r e c o m m e n d e d t o t h e U . S . C o n f e r e n c e

for the World Council of Churches and the National
Councils of Churches in the U.S.A. and Canada that
an on-going study “of the ecclesiological significance
of local, state and national councils of churches” be
u n d e r t a k e n .

Perhaps the most important action of the conference
w a s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t h a t t h e U . S . C o n f e r e n c e f o r t h e
W.C.C. and the National Council of Churches consider
creation of appropriate agencies (staff, committee,
offices) “as may best serve churches in the U.S.A.
in their common concerns fOr aspects of Faith and
O r d e r . ”

— ^ B a c o n .

7 ?

Presumably the responsibility for such studies in
the U.S. would be lodged in the National Council of
Churches. The Canadian Council of Churches has
had provision for faith and order studies for some
time. Conference members suggested that any general
conference on faith and order would normally be on
aNorth American, not anational, basis.

It is estimated that such afaith and order secre¬
tariat in the National Council would cost about $20,000
a y e a r .

C u l t u r a l P r e s s u r e s

In the area of cultural pressures which bear on
Christian Unity, Division III dealt with four factors:
population mobility, governmental policies and pro¬
grams, forces at work on the college campus, and
racial and economic stratification.

The Division was careful to point out the im¬
portance of cultural factors in the quest for Christian
unity “because these factors constitute the setting of

(Continued on Page 13)
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Christ Lifts the Burden of the Worldly
Life. One of the Ringsted Morning
Devotions. (Text: Rom. 8:12-28)

^0^ %/e So4ti 0^ Qad
Pastor C. A. Stub

denuded lands of their forests and their grass. Floods,
dust bowls, eroded and worthless lands are the results.
Man uses the forces of nature and i ts r iches as instru¬
m e n t s f o r t h e d o m i n a t i o n a n d e n s l a v e m e n t o f o t h e r

men for his own enrichment and power. So we have
poverty, hunger, famine, strife and wars. When civil¬
ized man comes in contact with peoples l iving in a
state of nature, he brings with him diseases and other
evils which destroy them.

An ever increas ing burden o f man’s inhumani ty
and godless pride is weighing down the earth which
was meant to serve man. How ‘gloriously it does
s e r v e m a n w h e n i t i s n o t m i s u s e d ! A n d i t w a s m e a n t
to glorify and praise God. Instead we use it to glorify
man. How many of us marvel at the works of man,
whi le we are much less exci ted about the glor ious
creation of God. What marvels of human ingenuity
are the Hoover Dam, the Grand Coulee Dam, the
Golden Gate Bridge, etc. And, of course, there is the
Grand Canyon, Yosemite National Park, the giant
sequoias, and such things too.

“The heavens declare the glory of God,” the earth
with its fulness manifests His goodness and care. But
how do we use i t? Many use the g i f ts o f God in
g lu t tony and drunkenness wh i le o thers s tarve . We
use these good things in the service of greed, to get
r i ch o r to ge t con t ro l ove r o the rs . Wh i le m i l l i ons
starve, we even use food as aweapon of politics and
of war. We use the wonderful powers of nature for
t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e l i f e o f o t h e r s . H o w f a r t h i s i s
from declaring the glory and praise of God!

God ’s c rea t ion i s wa i t i ng fo r re lease f rom th is
burden , the curse o f man ’s s in . Th is i s indeed a
gloomy picture if we stop here, amost joyful mes¬
sage, however, when taken in full. For there is re¬
l e a s e : t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e s o n s o f G o d . I n t h e
fi n a l c o n s u m m a t i o n w h a t i s n o w h i d d e n s h a l l t h e n b e
m a d e m a n i f e s t . C h r i s t w i l l c o m e . T h e r e w i l l b e a
n e w h e a v e n a n d a n e w e a r t h .

Paul is giving us aglimpse of the glory to come.
Why is it that men have always had dreams of glory,
of perfection, always something better? Where does
this imagination come from? Is it avestige of lost
Paradise, a lost g lory? Ayearning back by man
and by nature?

Man yearns not only for the- immortality of the
soul, but also for the redemption of his body. Nature
a s w e l l a s m a n w a n t s t o b e s e t f r e e . B u t i f w e a r e
led by the Spirit of God, we are the sons of God. For
if we live by the Spirit, we shall know the truth, the
truth of God through Jesus Christ, and we shall be
set free. In this life our souls are set free by what
Christ has done. One day our bodies and all nature
a w a i t s t h i s f r e e d o m .

So let us live by the Spirit. Christian life is alife
in which we cultivate the Spirit —in which we permit
the Spirit of God to cultivate our spirits.

lESUS SAYS: “You shal l know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.”
the truth, the way, and the life.'

Also, “I am
C h r i s t h a s

set us free —free from bondage to sin and to the
flesh, that we may live according to the Spirit. “All
who live by the Spirit,” says Paul, “are sons of God.”

We were born again in baptism to live by the
Spirit. Therefore we are sons of God, if we do so.
This is the greatest realization to which man can
attain. It is not just that we are God’s creatures, made
in His image, or that we are His servants merely, or
just His disciples or His friends (He called the twelve
His friends) nor are we merely objects of His mercy
and grace. All of this we are indeed. For we are
sons and daughters of the living God, the highest
relat ionship of al l .

Human life has two directions: to live by the flesh,
or to live after the Spirit.

To live by the flesh —Paul is not thinking merely
of physical life, life in the body with all its functions,
needs and satisfactions. Physical life is not something
evil. By flesh Paul means the sinful nature of man,
the k ind o f l i f e i n wh i ch man makes h imse l f t he
center, in which things mean more than God, in which
God counts only as afigment of the imagination, an
idea, acontent of thought. In such alife God exists
for our sake, not we for God’s sake. This is the
direction of life away from God.

To live after the Spirit: God is important. His
will. His way is the guiding principle of life. He is
t h e c e n t e r o f t h e u n i v e r s e a n d o f o u r l i v e s . T h e
d i r e c t i o n o f l i f e i s t o w a r d G o d . T h o s e w h o t a k e t h i s
d i r e c t i o n G o d c a l l s H i s c h i l d r e n .

Such is the hope of the children of God, that as
many as are led by the Spirit of God are His children
and as such heirs of God, co-heirs with Christ, and
w e a w a i t t h e t i m e w h e n t h i s s h a l l b e r e v e a l e d .

The strange thing is that not only we have this
hope, but the whole creation waits for it: the revealing
o f t h e s o n s o f G o d .
travail together until now,” says Paul. Nature is
sub jec t to fu t i l i t y, in bondage to cor rupt ion . As in
man so in nature there is ayearning for freedom from
t h i s b u r d e n .

God created this earth. He saw that it was good.
I t was to be the per fec t abode o f man. And man
w a s m e a n t t o b e g o o d — p e r f e c t — a p a r t o f t h i s
perfect world. But man went his own way. He sinned
against God, he lef t God’s way, he forgot God, he
became corrupt. And with man nature was also cor¬
rupted. There seems to be akind of solidarity in
all creation. When man fell away from God, nature
also was corrupted.

How is this to be understood? Who can explain
it? However, we see many indications of how man’s
sins have corrupted nature. In his greed man has

The whole creation groans in
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the Friends of Youth Committee were discussed, with
Iho point of independence being stressed. The group
should rely on its pastor and Friends of Youth only

●as advisors and should be independent enough to
accomplish most of the tasks by themselves. The
needs and desires of the group should be made known

^to the advisors with the problems being mutually
d iscussed.

The high point of the afternoon discussion was
reached when two main points were discussed. The
first was the effect of the youth group on the com¬
munity and the individual. The second was that the
youth group serves to educate young people in the
a f f a i r s o f t h e c h u r c h , t h e r e b y p r e p a r i n g h i m t o
become abetter congregation member through a
deeper rel igious understanding.

The group found aneed for greater fellowship
within the church as awhole. They asked the ques¬
tion, “How can we, as ayouth group, be of service to
o u r l o c a l c h u r c h a n d t o t h e C h u r c h ? ”

The cl imax of the day came when three groups
were formed in which the above was put into practice.
After planning three areas of an actual LYF meeting,
these plans were staged by the group. The workshop
committee conducted devotions, the study committee
led adiscussion, and the recreation committee taught
the group some new games.

It was said that everyone left the workshop with
aspirit of fellowship and adesire to fulfill the re¬
sponsibility left with them.

Page 8
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.Youth Workshop in Chicago Stresses
Organization and Leadership Points

St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chi¬
cago —The District III AELC Convention was host
to ayouth workshop here on Saturday, September 28,
conducted by Laveni Larkowski, AELC president, and
Everett Nielsen, Paging Youth editor. This workshop
had as its purpose the instruction of various young
people of the member churches in the district. This
instruction included lectures by the two leaders on the
various aspects of leadership and organization in
local LYFs plus discussion sessions of the problems
contained in such areas. Aplanning session followed
by amock LYF meeting culminated the meeting.

Approximately sixteen young people representing
the Clinton, Iowa, Trinity (Chicago) and St. Stephen’s
LYFs were present. The group, was invited by the
Convention to obtain the information from the work¬
shop as well as to feel the spirit of such aconven¬
tion. It was felt that such coinciding meetings would
provide an experience not obtainable at separate meet¬
ings.

F l a s h * * A t t e n t i o n * * F l a s h
The National AELYF Workshop and Conven¬

tion will be held at Newell, Iowa, November 8,
9and 10 beginning with a9a. m. meeting Friday.
The cost is $8 for the week end including regis¬
tration fee. This fee of $1 should be sent immed¬
iately to Pastor Charles Terrell, Newell, Iowa,
for each person planning to attend. The theme
of the meeting will be “Lord, help our rmbelief.
Some of the main topics of discussion will be the
proposed merger of ULC, Augustana, Suomi, and
AELC; stewardship; use of available program ma¬
terial; purposes of recreation and other interesting
i tems. The banquet speaker th is year w i l l be
Dr. Leroy Norquist of Grand View Seminary.
Holy Communion services will be conducted on
Sunday morning. The noon meal will close the
meeting.

In the morning meeting, Mr. Larkowski pointed
out that organization is important because dependabil¬
ity and success are direct results. He went on to
say that only through definite aims and objectives
can the des i red end be reached.

Knowledge of the constitution and by-laws is
essential for proper organization. Aquestion asked
of the local groups was: “Do your constitution and
by-laws meet the purposes set forth therein?
further “how” of organization is that the board
m e m b e r s k n o w t h e i r d u t i e s a n d f u l fi l l t h e m t o t h e i r
fullest extent. Committees, too, serve definite pur¬
poses and should be so formed and enlightened as
t o t h e i r d u t i e s t h a t t h e i r f u n c t i o n i s u s e f u l r a t h e r

9 9

A

t h a n a h i n d r a n c e .
Program planning for each meeting is another

necessary aspect of over-all organization. The “how,”
“when,” and “who” of such planning was indicated
as follows: Be specific and thorough under “how”;
depending on the needs of the group, monthly, bi-
annually, or annually answered “when”; and the
board. Fr iends of Youth Commit tee, and the pastor
comprised the “who.”

A f fi l i a t i o n w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s
stressed as being important, since advantages such
as “re-fueling,” greater opportunity for Christian
service and witness, and the larger fellowship are
d e r i v e d .

Leadership was discussed by Mr. Nielsen and he
indicated that without leadership, any organization
is weak. The duties of each officer, the pastor, and

Over the Typewriter
I t l o o k s l i k e a n e x t r e m e l y i n t e r e s t i n g N a t i o n a l

Convention program has been planned for you this
year. Plan now to attend, because it is very helpful
t o h a v e t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n s i n e a r l y. B r i n g a s p i r i t
of sharing and asharp mind to get as much as pos¬
s i b l e f r o m i t .

It was aprivilege for me to help with the work¬
shop about which there is areport in this issue.
The group was challenging and brought forth many
worthwhile questions and ideas. Ithink the ques¬
tion which deserves particular thought is the one,
“How can we, as ayouth group, be of service to our

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 2 )
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M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1033 South Tenth St reet

Maywood. lUlnob
I

in kindergarten during May and June and shows good
s igns o f en joy ing schoo l . He is asweet boy who, be ing
the th i rd ch i ld , o f ten has to exer t and prove h imsel f —
competi t ion from big brother and big s ister! Emmy, atal l ,
sensible, good girl, is in first grade and enjoys school so
much that taking t ime out for chicken-pox in June was a
real trial for her. Kris is in third grade, and his good ad¬
jus tment to board ing schoo l l i fe made h is Mommy and ■
baddy very happy. John-baby is adarling 2-year-old, who
jabbers away mostly in Santali with an occasional “see”
a n d “ t h i s ” t h r o w n i n . O u r “ a y a h , ” E l i s a b e t h , . a S a n t a l
g i r l , is wi th us every day and helps Mary wi th so many
d a i l y t a s k s .

I n d i a h e l d h e r s e c o n d n a t i o n a l e l e c t i o n s ( s i n c e g a i n i n g
independence) a t the beg inn ing o f th is year. Nehru and
his Congress Par ty won by an overwhelming major i ty in
m o s t s e c t i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y . A l l e y e s i n t h i s c o u n t r y ,
howeve r, a re on Ke ra la , asma l l s t a te a long the sou th¬
western coast , which went to the Communist Party. Per¬
centage-wise, this state has the largest number of Chris¬
t ians and the h ighest ra te o f l i te racy in Ind ia , aparadox
i t seems, doesn’ t i t? One of the most heavi ly populated
a r e a s o f t h e w o r l d , K e r a l a i s e c o n o m i c a l l y b a c k w a r d a n d
at the same time has the highest percentage of educated
unemployed people in India. The Communists concentrated
t h e i r e f f o r t s t o m a k e a s t a n d h e r e , a n d a r e h o p i n g n o w
to p rove tha t by na t i ona l i z i ng ( soc ia l i z i ng ) a l l f o rms o f
e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t y , t a k i n g o v e r a l l s c h o o l s , e t c . , p e o p l e c a n
b e g i v e n a b e t t e r w a y o f l i f e . W h a t h a p p e n s d u r i n g t h e
coming five years in Kerala wi l l defini tely influence Com¬
munism’s chances in India and perhaps many other lands
in the East. Keep your eyes on it!

Our Santals in Assam took asudden interest in pol i t ics
when Mathias Tudu, the Headmaster of our high school at
Grahampur, dec ided to run for the State Legis la ture . He
won on an independent t icket and has the real honor of
be ing the firs t Santa l to be e lected to such ah igh office
i n A s s a m . T h i s i s a n i m p o r t a n t s t e p i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t
o f t h e S a n t a l c o m m u n i t y , a m i n o r i t y g r o u p w h o t e n d t o
retreat from direct contacts with civi l izat ion in general.

You may recal l that we mentioned in last year ’s let ter
s o m e t h i n g a b o u t o u r n e w c h u r c h p l a n s a t G r a h a m p u r .
The v i l lagers have paid up about $1,000 of the i r $2,000
pledge, the Mission came across with a$3,000 gift and we
have started building. The high school and vi l lage schools
continue to grow, and the church seems to be more alive
to meeting its responsibil it ies. Like our Home Mission work
in the United States, the Santal Church is spreading here.
The leaders a re awaken ing to the fac t tha t San ta ls a re
b e t t e r a n d m o r e e f f e c t i v e m i s s i o n a r i e s t o S a n t a l s t h a n f o r ¬
eigners can ever hope to be. We’re happy in our work and
thankful to all of you friends who remember us and make
i t poss ib le for us to cont inue here as representat ives o f
o u r c h u r c h .

With greet ings and love f rom
Kris, Emmy, Karl, John, Mary and Harold Riber.

Annual Ninth District WMS Meeting
Immediately following dinner Saturday evening, Septern-

ber 14, the women attending the district convention in
Seattle, gathered in alarge Sunday School classroom for
their business meeting, while the Seattle men took charge
of the dishwashing detail, ably assisted (I hope!) by the
men from the other congregations. Highlights of the busi¬
ness meeting were adoption of the proposed district consti¬
tut ion and elect ion of d ist r ic t officers. Mrs. Fred Madsen
of Tacoma was elected Vice President-Secretary and Mrs.
Hans Chr is tensen of Enumclaw, t reasurer. These officers
with the present district representative, Mrs. C. S. Fynboe
of Tacoma, whose official title is now 9th district WMS
president, constitute our district board.

Even with the addit ional t ime al lotted for our business
meeting, it was impossible to thoroughly cover everything

the agenda, but we found the “Report of Findings Com¬
mittee on District Presidents Reports” avery interesting
a n d w o r t h w h i l e b a s i s f o r d i s c u s s i o n .

The program in the sanctuary began at 8:30. Mrs.
Fynboe extended awelcome to all present and announced
the opening hymn, “Lord, IWish to be Thy Servant.”
Mrs. Earl Steberl of Seattle, accompanied by the church
organist, Mr. Elwell, sang two solos, “How Beautiful Upon
the Mountains” by Harker, and the lovely, familiar “Bless
This House.” Mrs. Steberl’s beautiful voice and lovely pres¬
enta t ion made th is avery en joyab le par t o f the even ing.

Mrs. Fred Mol ter of Ephrata, who is prominent in the
Wo m e n ’s M i s s i o n F e d e r a t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
Church, presented apaper on “Stewardship and Evangelism
in the U. S. A. ” She brought out some very chal lenging
thoughts such as the importance of family worship in the
home —there a re ind i f fe ren t peop le w i th in our churches
as well as without —an evangelism program should include
the members of achurch as wel l as new people —in our
w o r k w e m u s t d e t e r m i n e h o w m u c h i s r e a l l y s e r v i c e a n d
how much i s mere ly ac t i v i t y —every th ing tha t we do i s
awi tness for, or aga inst , Chr is t .

We sang in closing “Beauti ful Savior” and Rev. Robert
Fal lgatter pronounced the benedict ion.

o n

The o f f e r i ng , t o be g i ven to t he GVC do rm i to ry bed
fund, amounted to $39.60

E . M a d s e n .

L e t t e r F r o m I n d i a
D e a r F r i e n d s ,

Time to write you all al ine again and to thank you for
the greet ings received. I t just doesn’ t seem possible that
ayear has gone by since we wrote our last form letter.
Mur ie l Nie lsen is s t i l l home and our good f r iends, Helen
and Obert Landsverk are home on furlough this year, too.
We hope some of you will have an opportunity to meet them.

In January Kr is lef t for the American school in Kodai-
kana l . South Ind ia , 1 ,700 mi les away, and that cer ta in ly
le f t an empty spot in our fami ly c i rc le . Th is i s the be¬
ginning now of sending our children away to boarding school.
Emmy wi l l be jo in ing Kr is at the beginning of the school
year, 1958 . Mary and the ch i ld ren spen t five months a t
the school this year, and Kris lived with them in the house
w e r e n t e d d u r i n g t h a t t i m e . R i b e j o i n e d t h e f a m i l y f o r
th ree weeks o f vaca t ion in June . We w i l l be acomp le te
family at Grahampur during November and December when
Kris has vacat ion f rom school . Kar l , our d lLyear-old, was

Tr e a s u r e r ’ s A d d r e s s
T h e a d d r e s s o f o u r W M S T r e a s u r e r i s :

M r s . O v e N i e l s e n

48 1st St, Edison Township
Fords, New Jersey
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old controversy over ‘literalism’ has been outgrown by
the great body of Lutheranism.”

“Well, there are others who still feel strongly
about this —what did you call it, ‘literalness’?”

‘‘Oh, sure, and the man-made contradictions and
obvious man-made inaccuracies that we find don’t
seem to bother them. The early Christians, of course,
didn’t have the New Testament. It came later. When
John spoke of Jesus as being God’s Word —God’s
expression —there was no conflict L i t e r a l n e s s a n d
the written word came later. And Idon’t believe

Carl, our discontented custodian, didn’t seem in a our new Constitution at all.
hurry to leave, so we settled back in our chair, and w o u l d b e p r e t t y h a r d t o r e a d
waited for some pearls of wisdom to be cast before us. ,mgs literally when there are so many different

“Say, pastor, with all that summer traveling you’ve ^ ions,
had,” he began, “it must be kind of routine getting
home again, no?”

“Well, I’ve never heard apastor call his work
routine. Other things, perhaps, but not routine.”

“Guess Iknow what you mean. Still, going along
ways off and meeting alot of new people must be
real entertainin’ and interestin’. Educational, too, I
s’pose. You feel any smarter now then when you
l e f t ? ”

OP IN ION

A N D

C O M M E N T
» »

“We’ve got to keep improving our translations, of
course. Right now there is awonderful selection to
choose from —Moffat’s, Goodspeed’s, the King James
Version, the Revised Standard Version....”

“What about the version Mary
“I thought you wanted to be serious?”
Yep, Ido, too. How come other religions don’t

have this problem?”
“Do you think they don’t? Mohammedans believe

that the Koran —their own private bible —was all
written in heaven, word for word, before it
r e a c h e d e a r t h .

9 ”

“No-one likes to travel better than Ido, Carl. They
say travel is broadening. But education is seldom
automatic. The goldfish has been around the globe
many times, but he doesn’t know anything.”

Car l went r igh t on un in ter rup ted ly. “You know, < ,a ^x ix i .
I’d kinda like to have been at that there Ringsted ° M o r m o n s h a v e t h e
meeting. Maybe Icoulda learned something from that Bible which, according to their leader Joseph
discussion about the Word of God. What’s behind all „^ ^ l o d o n s a c r e d p l a t e s w h i c h
that, pastor?” b u r i e d i n t h e e a r t h . A n d t h e n , i n d u e t i m e . H e

“Let’s not get into along discussion this morning to Smith where they were hid. Smith says
about that. Anything Itried to say in afew minutes ̂ tr^slated them verbatim. No errors in the Mor-would be an over-simplification.” Bible, according to Joe Smith. We Christians

“Well, you could give me just afew pointers, that God spoke to men, true, through their
couldn’t you? Iknow you wrote in your paper that but we also believe that the Bible is sub-
you hoped people would vote for it, so you must have b e s i d e s h a v i n g u p o n
some reasons for speaking your mind.”

“Maybe Ijust believe the man who said you should
think twice before you say nothing.”

“Ser-iously, now, isn’t the Bible the Word of God?
That’s what I’ve been led to believe always.

“We cal l i t the word of God because i t

e v e r

But there are some not-so-orthodox
Mohammedans who challenge this ”

“ T h a t s o ? ”

i t the breath o f God. "
“That sounds like aquotation.”
“Well, it’s not. But when you get home, you read

the very first verse in the Book of Hebrews. It
something very similar and much better.”

“Probably won’t remember to do it..You don’t
think, then, that our change in the Constitution has
upset anything?”

“Oh, yes, it has upset agreat many people. Almost
one-third of the convention delegates were quite upset

the firsj; chapter says Jesus is the Word of God. This And reading some of the local church papers that I
. ,._x ... „ p a s t o r s a r e p r e t t y s e r i o u s l y u p s e t .

s a y s

c o n v e y s
to us the presence and the action of God in the history
it records, not because it is made up of God’s words
—God does not use words. Words are aman-invented
technique, if you get what Imean. John’s Gospel in
is what our Constitution says. get, Isee some pastors

That seems simple enough. What is all the fuss They say that no convention "majority* can legislaTe
about?” t h e i r t h i n k i n g . ”

“Sounds like Gov. Faubus.”“Some very learned and intelligent people believe
that when we say the Bible is the word of God
mean that the various books and letters in the Bible
are verbally inspired, infallible transcriptions of God’s
d i c t a t i o n . ”

“No, Carl, that’s not fair. In matters of this kind,
we’ve got to search out every possible avenue of
charity ^nd understanding. My feeling is that the
mainstream —no, that’s an outworn term —my feel¬
ing is that our synod community and our synod life

“No Trlnn’t rrv, x ■ thought will go On Unchanged byt h i s a m e n d -No, Idon tthink so. There are certain very ment. Most of us thinkwe have madeour doctrine
groups who might read more articulate by this amendment; some others think

it that way, because that is their own belief. Butwe have made it less so.We will haveto meet eachit IS rarely that you run into an educated Lutheran whoother in fellowship, eachone quoting tohimself whatIS a‘literalist’ or a‘fundamentalist’ in that sense. The Jesus says in the 16th chapter of John, ‘fhave yel

w e

“Isn’t that what most people will feel when they
r e a d o u r n e w C o n s t i t u t i o n ? ”
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District IX Couveutioii in Seattle, Wash.
SEPTEMBER 14-15 , 1957

In the evening of September 13 the pastors of Dis¬
trict IX met in the home of Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Kjaer
for dinner and fel lowship. We had avery enjoyable
evening together.

Saturday morning at nine the meeting opened with
devotion by Rev. Holger Andersen. He delivered avery
inspiring sermon from Cor. II 4:7-18. He dwelt on the
t h e c o n v e n t i o n t h e m e “ C h r i s t F r e e s a n d U n i t e s . ” H e

reminded us of this, that aperson in his relationship
to God must keep his eyes on what is not seen; but
must also have open eyes for the temporal things.

After ashort recess our district president. Rev. Har¬
old Olsen, opened the business meeting which continued
unt i l th ree in the a f te rnoon. We had the ord inary
routine business. The president’s report was read and
g i v e n o v e r t o a c o m m i t t e e . T h e r e p o r t s f r o m t h e
di l ferent congregations showed l i fe and progress in
every congregation during the past year. We had elec¬
tion of officers, and because Rev. Olsen is moving away
from the district all the officers were up for election.
The following were elected: Rev. J. Pedersen, presi¬
dent; Rev. R. Fallgatter, secretary-vice president; and
Mr. Martin Jensen, treasurer.

Af te r the co f fee recess in the a f te rnoon Rev. Haro ld
Olsen and Dr. Alfred Jensen gave areport from the
Lutheran World Assembly in Minneapolis. Rev. Olsen
showed slides from the assembly and explained them.
He then gave his personal impressions of the assembly.
Dr. Alfred Jensen gave ashort history of the LWF. He
then expla ined to us how they in Minneapol is had
organized the assembly into groups to take care of the
different branches of work. The results of the meeting
was later published in aseries of statements which will
be in the papers.

After supper the Women’s Missionary Society met
for its business meeting. The president for District IX,
WMS, Mrs. C. S. Fynboe, presided. They were discuss¬
ing the work of the society and then they had election
of officers. Mrs. C. S. Fynboe continued as president.
Mrs. Esther Madsen was elected vice president-secre¬
tary; and Mrs. Hans Christensen from Enumclaw be¬
came treasurer. For the evening meeting they had a
speaker f rom Ephrata, Wash. , Mrs. Fred Mol ter, of
t h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

Sunday morning at 9:30 there was family service
and Sunday School. Rev. R. Fallgatter delivered the
sermon and Dr. J. C. Kjaer had the liturgy and gave
a t a l k t o t h e c h i l d r e n .

At the 11 o’clock service our district president. Rev.
Harold Olsen was in charge of the l i turgy and Dr.
Alfred Jensen, our synodical president, delivered the
sermon. He used the text for the day. There was also
holy communion. We had dinner at arestaurant down
at the waterfront. I t was enjoyed by al l .

When we got back to the church we had aSympos¬
ium. The topic was, “Free for Service in the World.”
Rev. Holger Andersen was coordinator and the fol-
lov/ing were on the panel: Mr. D. Andersen, Seattle;
Mr. Martin Petersen, Enumclaw; Mr. Edw. Short,
Seattle; and Mrs. Wiebe, Enumclaw. Each of the
panel members gave ashort talk. After the Sympos¬
i u m w e h a d c o f f e e .

At four o’clock there was aprogram for Sunday
(Con t i nued on Page 14 )
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MoM^ain (leullited
Sermon on the Moun t as Trans la ted in RSV

V I

While other teachers may be impressed by the law
courts or deal in philosophic abstraction, Jesus fre¬
quently drew his imagery from the domestic scene.
“Nor do men light alamp and put it under abushel,”
he tells us in the Sermon (Matthew 5:15), “but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house.” The
“bushel” was acommon measure, found in every Jew¬
ish home. Its capacity was about two gallons, more
nearly our “peck” than “bushel.” It was made of wood,
and no doubt many such products were turned out in
the carpenter shop adjoining the Nazareth home that
J e s u s k n e w s o w e l l .

Even the word translated “lamp” links us with the
homes of the poor rather than the palaces of the rich.
M a t t h e w 2 5 : 1 t e l l s o f “ t e n m a i d e n s w h o t o o k t h e i r
lamps.” The word in this passage is the one from
which our English word “lamp” is derived; it describes
the torch that was carried in festal processions. The
word in the Sermon names the cheaper means of
illumination found in the homes of the poor. This
was asmall piece of pottery filled with olive oil and
containing asmall wick to carry the flame.

The King James Version at this point gives us a
totally mistaken picture: “Neither do men light a
candle, and put it under abushel, but on acandle¬
st ick.” In the 16th century England, when the King
James translators were growing up, the regular form
of illumination was the candle, and so in their version
of the Bible they picture the scene as it would be in
t h e i r o w n h o m e . T h e R e v i s e d S t a n d a r d V e r s i o n i s
right, however, in making it “lamp” and “stand.” The
stand was atall pedestal, sometimes made with a
sliding shaft —the forerunner of our bridge lamp.
Each cottage would have one such article of furniture.

In Exodus 25:31-40 the KJV is strangely confused.
Instruction is given for making agolden candlestick
to be surmounted by seven lamps. The RSV also clari¬
fies this picture: “a lampstand of pure gold t h e
lamps shall be set up so to give light.” Jesus may
have had this passage in mind. Paul says that Chris¬
tians are to “shine as lights in the world” (Philippians
2:15). The function of alamp is to give “l ight to all
i n t h e h o u s e . ”

J . C a r t e r S w a i m .

many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
n o w ’ . ”

“Seems to me l ike the amendment has got you
quotin’ Scripture more than you ever did, pastor! —
Well, guess I’ll move along. Glad you enjoyed your
trip.”

Idid enjoy i t . But i t is good to be back in
California. I’m beginning to feel like the man who
said, Tlive in California, so Inever have to travel,
because Iam already there’.”

. U
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THERAN TIDINGS is more thoroughly read than I
have been led to suspect.

Our church paper is avehicle of witness. This
does not mean that it should contain only pastors’
sermons and laymen’s test imonials. Witness can be
made in many ways —through artistic expression in
poetry or stories, through book reviews, through de¬
scriptions of companionships and fellowships experi-

In afrank effort to augment the influence of, and enced (or endured) within one’s congregation, etc.
interest in, church papers, October has been pro- Each congregation has unusual or interesting or en-
claimed Church Press Month. Our paper, LUTHERAN tertaining events that are just abit out of the ordinary,
TIDINGS, is amembership paper, which means that which can enrich the church life and spirit and
the perpetual task of most* staffs —soliciting sub- experience of us all in its telling,
scriptions —is not one of the problems of our synod President of the United States has acknowl-
organ. However, it would be foolish not to avail edged Church Press Month in aletter to the Executive
ourselves of whatever impact such aunited proclama- Secretary of the Associated Church Press (of which
tion by religious journals all over the country might LUTHERAN TIDINGS is amember):
have, especially by encouraging readers of LU¬
THERAN TIDINGS to give our paper alittle extra
t ime on i t s b i -mon th l y appea rance . Mos t f am i l i es
that receive LUTHERAN TIDINGS give it only ahasty
glance, askimming. News items are widely read.
Attention is given the departments, (but it is special¬
ized attention.) Many of the more important articles
are skipped because they appear too time-consuming,
too “theological,” too remote. Some are skipped be¬
cause the authors are unknown. All in all, judging
from our conversations and correspondence with
readers in various parts of the land, people have many
reasons, big and small, for treating our paper like
m u c h o f t h e n u i s a n c e m a i l t h a t r e a c h e s u s a l l .

Our paper is called “second class” mail by the
post office department, but (no credit to the editor)
many articles contributed to it are first class. This,
then, is not my private complaint, but that of many
w r i t e r s a n d p o t e n t i a l w r i t e r s i n L U T H E R A N T I D ¬
INGS. People ought to read more than they do nowa¬
days, and part of their reading should be in their
church paper. The Executive Director of the “Faith
and Li fe Advance” told me that in his wide travels
in behalf of “Advance” he was apalled to see how
little aware people were of the purposes and goals and
ideals of the whole project —even though about 12
of the 15 issues of LUTHERAN TIDINGS just prior
to that time had carried page-long articles about ,it.
What can be done to correct this?

October -Church Press Month

By the Editor

T H E W H I T E H O U S E
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. William Lipphard,
October is asignificant time to observe Church

Press Month. Beginning with the national Day
of Prayer on October 2nd, and guided by the
truth which sets men free, the various periodicals
of the church have asplendid opportunity to
phasize their story of faith and good work
t h e l a n d .

e m -

a c r o s s

Cordially yours,
Dwight D. Eisenliower,

P r e s i d e n t .

Also in observance of this month. Dr. Eugene Car-
son Blake, president of the NCCCUSA has said
f o l l o w s :

a s

Any major strengthening of the Protestant
churches in the United States is dependent on the
growth of interest and activity of their lay
bers. But such lay members are not prepared to
participate wisely in the life of the churches
less they are intelligently informed as to the real
issues that confront the churches. In the long run,
the most important means the churches have to
give such background information are the regular
church periodicals....

m e m -

u n -

Almost all the religious papers of the nation (about
Occasionally someone writes asuggestion. Recently ̂ ^O) are members of the Associated Church Press, and

areader wrote to ask that we run aseries of articles ̂ Le Press’s readership potential numbers about thirty
on hymns, hymn-writers, origins, etc. This was an million. But many millions of these are receivers
excellent idea. Anyone v/illing to research this project ^^d not readers. Will you who have read thus
and prepare a“pilot” article or two will find arecep- mthis article remember to urge your fellow
five editor waiting to hear from him, as well as achurch members to read your local monthly or week¬
wide audience if the series materializes. But when “messengers” and also your LUTHERAN TIDINGS?

also (Le specific. Name one or two things to them that
you especially liked reading.) And in aspare moment,
some day, drop me aline.

people are reluctant to read, then people
r e l u c t a n t t o w r i t e .

a r e

October is Church Press Month, and this is per¬
haps as good atime as any to issue this appeal for OVER THE TYPEWRITER
contributions and for correspondence. Iwould Jike ( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e s )
to receive letters which would be helpful to ihe as local church and to the Church?” The Church refers
editor. Iwould like to receive letters for publication to the entire Christian community of believers andSoT is not bounded by national boundaries dslS tSsguiding their decisions Iwould like to receive criti- question and act upon it. You are the future

would be preferable to apathy. Most bers of the congregations and will take
of all, Iwould welcome any indication that LU-

m e m -

o v e r t h e t a s k s
in the not too far distant future.
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t h e D i v i s i o n w a r n e d t h a t t h e c h u r c h e s ’
care ot students is not growing as
rap id l y as the g rowth in number o f
s t u d e n t s . F r o m t w o m i l l i o n i n 1 9 5 4
t h e n u m b e r o f c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s w i l l
increase to six mil l ion by 1970, i t is
estimated. Mention was made of 164,-
000 students at state teachers’ colleges
where there is no campus Protestant
minist ry at a l l .

Few of our churches have acompo¬
si t ion mixed ei ther racial ly or in the
e c o n o m i c l e v e l s f r o m w h i c h m e m b e r ¬
ship is drawn. Division III confessed.
“ S o m e o f o u r l o c a l c h u r c h e s a r e n o t
m u c h m o r e t h a n s o c i a l c l u b s . ’ ’

T h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f w h a t e v e r m a n ¬
ifestation of unity we have or wall cre¬
ate will turn on its being applicable to
the ind iv idua l p rob lem, such as the
mobility or racial stratification, and to
the particular setting, such as the
c a m p u s o r t h e m i l i t a r y b a s e , ” t h e
r e p o r t s a i d . “ I t i s n o t e n o u g h f o r
Christian unity 'that it find expression
o n l y i n s u p e r - l o c a l t e r m s a n d f o r m s .

Unity cannot be built out of exped¬
iency or necessity for unity “is and
wi l l be the g i f t o f God,” Div is ion I I I
d e c l a r e d . B u t t h i s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t
men should do nothing “for i t is our
C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f t h a t G o d w o r k s
t h r o u g h h u m a n l i f e a n d a c t i o n s . ”

Obs tac les t o Ch r i s t i an un i t y we re
listed. They include '“ignorance, or
perhaps even worse, unwil l ingness to
u n d e r s t a n d , ” - e x c l u s i v e n e s s , t h e d e s i r e
to pe rpe tua te denomina t iona l l oya l¬
t ies as ends in themselves; adoption
of secular values such as comfort, con¬
geniality, success; and finally “the ab¬
sence o f ac l ima te o f accep tance i n
local congregations and of an authen¬
tic ecumenical atmosphere among the
c h u r c h e s .

P a r t o f t h e d i f fi c u l t y. D i v i s i o n I I I
s a i d , l i e s “ w i t h i n o u r s e l v e s . ” “ W e a r e
not yet ready to face up the implica¬
t i o n s w e a l r e a d y s e e . W e a r e d e f e n ¬
s i v e w h e r e v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s a r e i n ¬
v o l v e d . ”

R e c o v e r y o f a p r o f o u n d s e n s e o f
m i s s i o n w a s u r g e d b y D i v i s i o n I I I .

O u t o f s u c h a c o n c e r n a s h a s b e e n
f e l t i n a l l t h e s e c t i o n s o f D i v i s i o n I I I

might come, in the providence of God,
a n e w a n d p o w e r f u l m i s s i o n a r y e n ¬
deavor in which the churches begin to
find the unity they seek in the service
of the Lord they profess.

In the message to the churches is¬
sued by all the Protestant and Angli¬
c a n c h u r c h e s r e p r e s e n t e d a t O b e r l i n
t h e r e w e r e t h e s e w o r d s : “ A s w e i n v i t e
our b re th ren to engage in th is task
of study and self-examination, we also
c o v e t f o r t h e m t h e r e n e w a l o f j o y ,
expectancy, and hope that has been
o u r s i n t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . ”

“We have known more su re ly tha t
i n C h r i s t ‘ a r e a l l t h e t r e a s u r e s o f

w isdom and knowledge h idden’ —not
a l o n e f o r t h e l i f e o f t h e C h u r c h e s i n
the i r ques t f o r un i t y bu t f o r a l l t he
People of God in their pi lgr image.”

b e n e fi t o f g u e s t s a t t h e h o m e —
e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h o c a n n o t h e a r a n ¬
n o u n c e m e n t s .

M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n e s o t a . P r o f . K .
E . S k y d s g a a r d a n d D e a n A x e l K i l d e -
g a a r d , o f C o p e n h a g e n U . a n d G r a n d
V i e w S e m i n a r y, r e s p e c t i v e l y, w e r e
guest preachers here dur ing August .
The congregation is making plans for
the coming Sunday School Teachers’
I n s t i t u t e , ( s e e a n n o u n c e m e n t e l s e ¬
w h e r e i n t h i s i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N
T I D I N G S . )

Lud ing ton , M ich igan . The congre¬
g a t i o n h e r e i s g a t h e r i n g f u n d s ( t o
t o t a l a b o u t $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 ) - f o r t h e b u i l d i n g
o f anew Sunday Schoo l add i t i on to
t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g . T h e a d d i t i o n
w i l l h a v e a n e n t r a n c e o n M a d i s o n S t .
a n d w i l l b e o n t h e 3 r d S t . s i d e o f t h e
c h u r c h . I t w i l l h a v e a . b a s e m e n t
fl o o r, a n d a m a i n fl o o r o n t h e l e v e l
with the church, and possibly will
have an office, achoir room, an ex¬
pansion room for the main sanctuary,
b e s i d e s c l a s s r o o m s , a n d f u r n a c e r o o m .
About 900 square feet will be added,
and plans are to begin building within
avery few weeks. Pastor John Chris¬
t e n s e n i s m i n i s t e r . A b o u t 6 0 i n f a n t s
w e r e b a p t i z e d i n t h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n
last year, which sounds good for the
Sunday School work.

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n . S t . P e t e r ’ s
C h u r c h h e r e ( s e e a b o v e ) w i l l o b s e r v e
i t s D i a m o n d J u b i l e e , ( 7 5 t h A n n i v e r ¬
sary) the week end of October 19 and
2 0 . F o r m e r m e m b e r s a r e i n v i t e d a n d
urged to attend this memorable cele¬
b r a t i o n .

Gray l ing, Mich igan. The congrega¬
t ion of the Grayl ing Evangel ica l Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h w i l l c o m m e m o r a t e t h e
65th year of the church on Sunday,
Oc tobe r 13 , w i t h ad inne r f o r mem¬
bers and their famil ies fol lowing reg¬
u la r chu rch se rv i ces tha t day.

Maywood, I l l inois. Dr. Johannes
K n u d s e n , D e a n o f t h e G r a d u a t e
School of Chicago Theological Semi¬
nary, (ULCA), has been knighted by
the King of Denmark, receiving the
R i d d e r a f D a n n e b r o g ” a w a r d , b e ¬

c a u s e o f h i s “ c u l t u r a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o
the relationship between Denmark
a n d A m e r i c a . ”

i j i i i i i M i i i i i i t n i i i i t i i M i i i i i i i i i t n i i i i i i i i i i i j n i i i i i i i i i i i i i K i M a i i i i i i i i i ’ -

o m C H U R C H
r i M i i i i i i i M i i i i i i i i J i i i i i i i M i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i . i i i i i i i i i i i i j i M i i i i i : :

C i r c l e P i n e s , M i n n e s b t a . O u r h o m e
mission here is about ready to dedi¬
c a t e i t s n e w c h u r c h b u i l d i n g . T h e
church is of modern brick with steep¬
l y s l o p e d r o o f a n d a f u l l b a s e m e n t .
The present parish house will be con¬
v e r t e d i n t o a p a r s o n a g e . T h e c h u r c h
i s s e t b a c k a b o u t 7 5 y a r d s f r o m t h e
road and l i es i n ap leasan t , na tu ra l
s h r u b b e d a n d w o o d e d a r e a .

H a r t f o r d , C o n n e c t i c u t . O u r S a v ¬
i o u r ’ s c o n g r e g a t i o n d e c i d e d a t a m e e t ¬
ing in September to proceed with the
bu i ld ing o f the Sunday Schoo l w ing
o f t h e n e w c h u r c h . I t i s p l a n n e d
that the partial building wall have an
ecclesiastical front, with accommoda¬
tions for Sunday School classes and
meet ing ha l l on the fi rs t floo r, p lus
k i t c h e n a n d r e s t r o o m s . T h e s e c o n d
fl o o r w i l l s e r v e a s a s a n c t u a r y t e m p o ¬
r a r i l y u n t i l s u c h a t i m e w h e n t h e
un i t can be comp le ted . The Roman
C a t h o l i c d i o c e s e h a s p a i d $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 o n
the old church property and wi l l add
$55,000 when it takes possession. The
congregation will use its present prop¬
erty unti l June, 1958.

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n . Yo u t h S u n d a y
was observed here on September 22
when the young people of the church
c o n d u c t e d s e r v i c e s i n t h e a b s e n c e o f
P a s t o r H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n w h o w a s
a t tend ing D is t r i c t Conven t ion . Bruce
Mike l p reached the message. AFe l¬
l o w s h i p H o u r i s c o n d u c t e d i n t h e
c h u r c h h e r e f o l l o w i n g S u n d a y m o r n ¬
ing services, since many Detroiters
t rave l g rea t d i s tances to a t tend S t .
P e t e r ’ s C h u r c h .

Tyler, Minnesota. The annual fall
Folk Meeting at Danebod will be held
O c t o b e r 1 5 - 2 0 . E n r o l l m e n t s s h o u l d b e
s e n t t o P a s t o r E n o k M o r t e n s e n . M e e t ¬
ings are in Danish,
meetings have been very popular in
the past. Two of the leaders at this
year’s Institutes have just returned
f r o m t r i p s t o D e n m a r k , P a s t o r P.
R a s m u s s e n ( s e c p a g e 2 ) a n d P a s t o r
E n o k M o r t e n s e n .

C o z a d , N e b r a s k a . A t S t . J o h n ’ s
chu rch he re , Oc tobe r 6was Ha rves t
Festival day. Apotluck dinner fol¬
l o w e d t h e m o r n i n g s e r v i c e s a n d i n
the af ternoon the fe l lowship meet ing
i n c l u d e d t h e s h o w i n g o f t h e fi l m

A m b a s s a d o r i n B o n d s . ” I n t h e S u n ¬
day School the same day, “Parent’s
Day” was observed. Visi tat ion for
pledges for the new church wi l l take
place October 13 to 20.

E d i s o n , ( P e r t h A m b o y ) N e w J e r ¬
sey. The Fund Raising Committee
has announced p ledges tota l ing over
$11 ,500 so fa r i n the bu i ld ing p ro¬
gram. Synod President Alfred Jensen
will visit the congregation October 23,
speak ing a t an even ing meet ing , a t
8 p . m .

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , P a s t o r A l f r e d
Sorensen, super in tendent o f the Old
People’s Home here, has begun issu¬
ing aValborgsminde bulletin for the
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F o r w a r d F r o m O b e r l i n
(Con t i nued f rom Page 6 )

our churches in society.” I t was also
carefu l to say that the concern that
motivates us is atheological concern,

and the analysis must be theological
a s w e l l a s s o c i o l o g i c a l .

The report cited the geographic and
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m o b i l i t y w h i c h i s c h a r ¬
a c t e r i s t i c o f A m e r i c a n l i f e . “ O n e o u t
o f fi v e p e o p l e i n N o r t h A m e r i c a m o v e s
every year ; f rom 30 to 50 per cen t
of the membership of average congre¬
g a t i o n s c o m e f r o m s o m e o th e r d e ¬
nominational background; 50 per cent
o f t h e p r e s e n t m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e
average urban church has been added
in the last ten years.

Of I 'el lgion on the col lege campus.
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Grand View Bulging With
R e c o r d E n r o l l m e n t

T w e n t y - e i g h t s t a t e s a n d s i x f o r e i g n
countries are represented in the high
enrollment at Grand View College this
y e a r . A t o t a l n u m b e r o f 3 9 0 w a s
r e a c h e d b e f o r e t h e R e g i s t r a r w a s
f o r c e d t o c l o s e t h e a d m i s s i o n s o f fi c e

d u e t o l a c k o f f a c i l i t i e s a n d f a c u l t y
f o r h a n d l i n g m o r e t h a n t h a t n u m b e r .
A m o n g t h e f o r e i g n n a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t e d
in the student body this year are Den¬
m a r k , B o l i v i a , V e n e z u e l a , P a n a m a ,
K o r e a a n d G e r m a n y .

F o u r f u l l - t i m e i n s t r u c t o r s h a v e b e e n

a d d e d t o t h e s t a f f , a n d . t h e f a c u l t y
n o w n u m b e r s t h i r t y. O n e n e w s t a f f
m e m b e r h a s b e e n a d d e d t o t h e S e m i ¬
n a r y .

One-hundred and forty-s ix students
h a v e r e t u r n e d f o r a s e c o n d y e a r . S i n c e
their departure last semester the new
science building has taken shape and
work is be ing rushed so that i t w i l l
be completed enough for use in less
t h a n o n e m o n t h . T h e n e w s c i e n c e
building will relieve crowded classroom
scheduling in other buildings.

O t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s h a v e b e e n
made. Anew d ishwash ing set -up has
b e e n i n s t a l l e d i n t h e k i t c h e n , a u t o ¬
matic, including garbage disposal units
a n d s t a i n l e s s s t e e l t a b l e s a n d s i n k s .
Air conditioning has been added to the
o f fi c e s w h i c h a r e u s e d i n t h e h e a t o f
s u m m e r .
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assisted with serving of the varied and
d a i n t y r e f r e s h m e n t s .

A n i t e m f r o m t h e c h u r c h h i s t o r y
te l l s tha t t h rough the l eadersh ip o f
M r s . R a s m u s H a n s o n a n d M r s . N e l s
Michelson, the women of the church
o r g a n i z e d t h e D a n i s h L a d i e s ’ A i d i n
t h e s u m m e r o f 1 8 9 2 . I n o r d e r t o a s ¬
sist the Danish group, Mrs. Michelson
resigned her office as president of the
M e t h o d i s t L a d i e s ’ A i d . M r s . M i c h e l s o n

was hostess at the first meeting of the
Danish Ladies’ Aid, which was char¬
tered at her home, and Mrs. Rasmus
H a n s o n w a s e l e c t e d t o b e t h e fi r s t
P r e s i d e n t .

They held their first social and ba¬
zaar in October of that year. It would
take alengthy paper to report all its
activities and festivities, but over the
y e a r s t h e a b l e w o m e n o f t h e D a n i s h
Ladies’ Aid have always been astrong
support to the life of the congregation.

Although there are none of the char¬
ter members now l iving, three of the
ladies having the longest membership
in the Aid are Mrs. Nels P. Olson, Mrs.
M a r i e H a n s o n a n d M r s . L a u r a M c L e o d .

D i s t r i c t I X C o n v e n t i o n
(Con t inued f rom Page ' 11 )

S c h o o l t e a c h e r s a n d o t h e r s w h o w e r e
interested in teaching Sunday School.
Film strips were shown by Mrs. George
N o r m a n a n d M r . R o b e r t K o c h .

A t fi v e w e h a d D a n i s h s e r v i c e w i t h
commun ion . Dr. J . C . K jae r was in
charge of the liturgy and Rev. J. Pe¬
d e r s e n d e l i v e r e d t h e s e r m o n . H e u s e d
t h e t e x t f o r t h e d a y, L u k e 1 0 : 2 3 - 3 7 .

After supper Rev. Fal lgatter spoke.
His topic was, "Our Mission at Home
in the Congrega t i on . ’ ’ Th i s was the
closing meeting of the convention. Dr.
K j a e r g a v e a t a l k i n w h i c h h e t h a n k e d
all those who had helped to make this
a g o o d c o n v e n t i o n . R e v. P e d e r s e n t h e n
s a i d a f e w w o r d s . H e t h a n k e d t h e
Seattle people for the good work they
had done in taking care of the conven¬
t i o n . H e t h a n k e d R e v . O l s e n f o r t h e
time he had been president of District
IX, and wished him God’s blessing in
h i s n e w fi e l d o f w o r k . H e t h e n a s k e d
R e v . O l s e n t o c l o s e t h e c o n v e n t i o n .
Rev. Olsen thanked for the pr iv i lege
o f b e i n g p r e s i d e n t f o r D i s t r i c t I X t h e
t h r e e y e a r s h e h a d s e r v e d i n t h a t
capacity. He said he had enjoyed the
w o r k v e r y m u c h . H e t h e n c l o s e d t h e
convent ion wi th prayer and benedic¬
t i o n .

Aga in we ga thered fo r co f fee and
f e l l o w s h i p . W e w e n t h o m e w i t h t h a n k s
t o G o d a n d m e n f o r t h e fi n e f e l l o w s h i p
w e h a d e n j o y e d t h e t w o d a y s w e h a d
b e e n t o g e t h e r . W e h a d e x p e r i e n c e d
a n o t h e r g o o d c o n v e n t i o n a n d w e w e r e
t h a n k f u l t o D r . a n d M r s . K j a e r a n d
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n f o r t h e t w o g o o d
d a y s w e h a d s h a r e d w i t h t h e m .

John Pedersen, Sec.

O b s e r v a t i o n s o n “ A F e w
O b s e r v a t i o n s

c

A F e w O b s e r v a t i o n s ” i n t h e l a s t
issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS (Sept.
20) was highly critical of laymen,
c le rgy, conven t i on p roceed ings , t he
1958 synod budget and the negotiations
fo r the men ’s dormi to ry loan . Some
o f t h e c r i t i c i s m s w e r e u n f a i r, a n d s o m e
o f t h e m w e r e f a l s e .

The “Observa t ions ” s ta ted , “There
was doubt in the minds of many of
the delegates about the method used
in the negotiation for the men’s dormi¬
t o r y . . . I t w a s s t r a n g e t h a t t h e r e
had no t been any pub l i c i t y about i t
p r i o r t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n . E v e n s o m e
o f t h e b o a r d m e m b e r s h a d n o t b e e n
informed about i t . ” The word “many”
is surely loosely used! And it is sim¬
p l y n o t t r u e t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n n o
pub l i c i t y about the p roposed dormi¬
to ry. And i f any board member was
not informed about the latest develop¬
ments just pr ior to the convent ion i t
w a s b e c a u s e h e d i d n o t r e a d h i s m a i l .

S . E . H e a r s t w a s e i t h e r n o t a t t h e
convention or was “taking anap” when
the matter was presented at the con¬
v e n t i o n . I t w a s c a r e f u l l y a n d t h o r ¬
oughly exp la ined that the la test de¬
ve lopments had jus t become known.
I n f a c t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . o f p o s s i b l e
ways of financing the loan, i f made,
and the interest rates, and other perti¬
n e n t a n d d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n w a s fi r s t
a v a i l a b l e i n m i d - J u l y. T h e i n f o r m a ¬
t i o n w a s m a i l e d t o a l l t h e m e m b e r s
o f t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s o f G r a n d
V i e w C o l l e g e o n J u l y 2 0 , 1 9 5 7 , a t
4:30 p. m.l

Everything that has been done on the
whole matter has been done order ly,
lega l ly and open ly.

{ (

From Grayling, Michigan
D a n i s h L a d i e s ’ A i d O b s e r v e s

65th Bir thday
Wednesday, Sep tember 18 , was a

fes t i ve day fo r t he members o f t he
Danish Ladies’ Aid Society of Gray¬
l i n g E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
when they observed the 65th 'year of
the i r founding.

T h e o c c a s i o n w a s m a r k e d b y a
b i r thday par ty, he ld a t the home o f
Mrs . Wi lhe lm Raae, w i th the Sen io r
L a d i e s ’ A i d o f M e s s i a h L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h o f R o s c o m m o n a s g u e s t s .

The visitors were bidden welcome by
Mrs. Raae, on behalf of the hostess
group, and she also gave abrief resu¬
me of the founding and history of the
Aid. Mrs. Robert Ostling, President of
the Mess iah Sen io r Lad ies ’ A id , re¬
sponded graciously, and presented the
Gray l i ng l ad ies w i t h ahuge bouque t
o f fl o w e r s , w i s h i n g f o r t h e m m a n y
blessings and success for the future.
Group singing was enjoyed and an ap¬
propr iate reading by the Rev. Harald
Knudsen , fo l low ing wh ich the a f te r¬
noon was spent socially. Several pic¬
tures were passed around, showing the

,Ladies’ Aid groups from the early days
a n d u p t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , w h i c h
brought back many memor ies.

T h e l u n c h e o n t a b l e w a s c o v e r e d w i t h

alace cloth and centered with alarge
square birthday cake, beautifully dec¬
o ra ted i n wh i te and ye l l ow, and on
either side were vases of yellow bebe
mums. Mrs. Harald Knud.sen poured,
a n d M r s . L a u r a M c L e o d a n d M r s . R a a e

E L C I S S I X T H U . S . L U T H E R A N
B O D Y T O J O I N W O R L D C O U N C I L

N e w H a v e n , C o n n . — ( N L C ) — T h e
E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h b e c a m e
the s i x th Lu the ran body i n Amer i ca
t o j o i n t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s
when i ts app l ica t ion fo r membersh ip
in the international church agency was
accepted by the WCC’s policy-making
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e a t i t s a n n u a l m e e t ¬
ing here.

W i t h t h e a d m i s s i o n o f t h e m i l l i o n -
m e m b e r E L C , a n d f o u r o t h e r C h u r c h e s ,
the Wor ld Counci l ’s membership was
r e p o r t e d t o t o t a l 1 7 0 C h u r c h e s i n 5 0
c o u n t r i e s . A c t u a l l y , t h e n u m b e r i s
much higher as several federations are
a f fi l i a t e d w i t h t h e C o u n c i l i n t h e n a m e
o f s e v e r a l C h u r c h e s .

N o t i c e o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e ’ s
approva l o f the five appl icat ions wi l l
b e s e n t t o t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l ’ s m e m ¬
ber Churches and if no serious objec¬
t i o n s a r e r a i s e d w i t h i n t h r e e m o n t h s
they wi l l be accepted as members.

U . . S , L u t h e r a n b o d i e s w h i c h a r e a l ¬
ready members of the Wor ld Counci l
a r e t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
America, whose president, Dr. Frank¬
lin Clark Fry, is chairman of the Cen¬
t r a l C o m m i t t e e ; , t h e A m e r i c a n L u ¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h , A u g u s t a n a L u t h e r a n
Church , Un i ted Evange l i ca l Lu theran
Church and American Evangelical Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h .

Ronald Jesporsen,
Danevang, Texas.

(Editor ’s Note: Pastor Jespersen is a
m e m b e r o f t h e S c h o o l B o a r d . )
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o f t h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t . I t i s n o t o n l y
o u r s e p a r a t i o n s a s C h u r c h e s a n d d e ¬
n o m i n a t i o n s b u t i n o u r s o c i a l s t r a t i ¬
fi c a t i o n , o u r r a c i a l s e g r e g a t i o n , o u r
in t rovers ion and se l f -content desp i te
G o d ’ s s u m m o n s t o o u r m i s s i o n t o t h e
wor ld , tha t we deny and re fuse the
unity He would offer us.

(3) We look for continuing advance
in the practical unity of united action
by Churches and congregations, and,
w i t h t h e L u n d C o n f e r e n c e a n d t h e

Evanston Assembly, we repeat to the
Churches the quest ion “whether they
s h o u l d n o t a c t t o g e t h e r i n a l l m a t t e r s
except those in which deep differences
of conviction compel them to act sep¬
ara te ly?”

( 4 ) We a s k a l l C h r i s t i a n s t o p r a y »
u n c e a s i n g l y t h a t t h e o n e n e s s o f G o d ’ s
people may be manifest among men.

As we invite our brethren to engage
i n t h i s t a s k o f s t u d y a n d s e l f - e x a m i n a ¬
t i o n w e a l s o c o v e t ' f o r t h e m t h e r e -

AMessage to the Churches
F r o m t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n F a i t h a n d O r d e r C o n f e r e n c e o n

The Nature of the Unity We Seek

Sponsored by the U. S. Conference for the World Council of Churches,
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.,

and the Canadian Council of Church.es

OBERLIN COLLEGE, OBERLIN , OHIO
SEPTEMBER 10, 1957

We have been sent as representatives
o f o u r C h u r c h e s t o t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n
C o n f e r e n c e o n F a i t h a n d O r d e r t o

s t u d y “ T h e N a t u r e o f t h e U n i t y W e
S e e k . ” T h e f a c t o f o u r c o m m i s s i o n i n g
as delegates by our own Communions
h a s c o n t r i b u t e d i m m e a s u r a b l y, w e b e ¬
l i e v e , t o t h e p r o d u c t i v e n e s s o f o u r
l a b o r s . I t h a s a s s u r e d u s t h a t t h e
s e a r c h f o r w a y s o f m a k i n g m a n i f e s t
t h e u n i t y o f t h e P e o p l e o f G o d i s
acknowledged as belonging to the very
life and mission of every part of the
C h u r c h . I l l t h e w o r k o f t h i s C o n ¬
ference we have been discipl ined by
the remembrance of the representative
trust imposed in us, and we have been
upheld by the prayers and hopes of
many fel low-Christ ians.

Mee t i ng a t Ober l i n f o r t h i s week -
long Conference have been 279 repre¬
sentatives of thirty-nine Christian bod¬
ies, together with ninety-two consult¬
ants and thirty-six accredited observ¬
ers. We give thanks that the Confer¬
e n c e h a s b e e n s o i n c l u s i v e i n i t s m e m ¬

bership that all of us have been en¬
couraged,, by solidarities among Chris¬
t i a n s o f t h e m o s t v a r i e d i n h e r i t a n c e s .

A t t h e s a m e t i m e w e a r e s a d d e n e d
by the absence of members of other
Churches whom-we recognize as fel¬
low-Christians, and we ask forgiveness
fo r any fa i l u re o f char i t y o r under¬
standing in us which may have kept
them apart- from our fel lowship.

G a t h e r e d t o c o n s i d e r t h e n a t u r e o f

t h e u n i t y w e s e e k , w e g i v e t h a n k s
f o r t h e u n i t y w e h a v e f o u n d . T h i s
unity not only exists but is entirely
the gift of God’s grace and love. We
are claimed for this unity as we con¬
fess with one voice “while we were yet
s i nne rs , Ch r i s t d i ed f o r us ” ; as we
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord; and
as we accept His commission to declare
to all men the good news of His vic¬
t o r y. T h i s i s t h e G o s p e l w h i c h h a s
ul t imate power to shat ter the human
h e a r t w i t h w o n d e r a n d s h a k e t h e w o r l d
w i t h h o p e .

A s w e h a v e k n o w n a c o m m o n j o y i n
the un i ty we now possess, we have
a l s o f e l t a c o m m o n s o r r o w o v e r t h e
continuing fact of our separations one
f r o m a n o t h e r. W e a c k n o w l e d g e t h e
one Lord; we also own the peril of
ca l l i ng h im “Lord , Lord ” , and fa i i i ng
to do llie lliinp He has commandPd,
We cannot forget that His prayer for
t h e U h U . V o f I l l s l o l l o W e l ' s r e m a i n s

unfulfi l led. Al though some of our di¬
visions arise out of loyalty to truth
that we now see, we must acknowledge
t h a t C h r i s t c a l l s u s t o a f u l l e r c o m ¬
p r e h e n s i o n o f t r u t h a n d m o r e o b e d i e n t
service. To proclaim that Christ is the
one Lord is to give Him pre-eminence
over a l l e lse —over our most cher ished newal of joy, expectancy and hope
t r a d i t i o n s . T h i s w e h a v e n o t d o n e .

Yet God gives us hope. We do not
see clearly the path that God has set
b e f o r e u s b u t w e a r e s u r e t h a t H e
is leading us, and that at Oberlin He
has given us new light,

in this light we see that the Church
is God’s Church and that the unity
is His unity. This unity, we believe,
i s t o b e :

—Aunity in Christ who died for us,
is risen, regnant, and will come again
to ga ther toge ther a l l th ings in H is
judgment and g race ;

— A u n i t y i n a d o r a t i o n o f G o d , —
o n e o f f e r i n g o f w o n d e r , l o v e a n d
praise;

—Auni ty o f dec la red fa i th , sound¬
i n g t h e v a s t A m e n o f t h e w h o l e
Church’s believing l ife through all the
c e n t u r i e s ;

—Aunity of bearing one another’s
b u r d e n s a n d s h a r i n g o n e a n o t h e r ’ s
j o y s ;

— A u n i t y i n w h i c h e v e r y m i n i s t r y
is aministry of and for al l the mem¬
bers, bound together in aworshipping
and sacramental community;

— A u n i t y i n m i s s i o n t o t h e w o r l d ,
originating with, sustained by and
offered to the one Christ, and con¬
ducted with such transparency of love
a n d f a i t h f u l n e s s t h a t t h e w o r l d w i l l
be l ieve on Him;

—Aunity possessing rich variety in
worship, l i fe and organizat ion.

O u r m e s s a g e t o t h e C h u r c h e s i s a n
exp ress i on o f des i r e and hope t ha t
something of what we have thought ,
experienced and wrought during these
days together may be shared widely
w i t h o u r f e l l o w - C h r i s t i a n s .

t h a t h a s b e e n o u r s i n t h i s C o n f e r e n c e .
W e h a v e k n o w n m o r e s u r e l y t h a t i n
C h r i s t “ a r e a l l t h e t r e a s u r e s o f w i s d o m
a n d k n o w l e d g e h i d d e n
f o r t h e l i f e o f t h e C h u r c h e s i n t h e i r
quest for unity but for all the People
of God in their pi lgr image.

n o t a l o n e

3 2 P R O P O S E D G E O G R A P H I C A L
B O U N D A R I E S F O R

N E W C H U R C H
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )

9—Pennsylvania, 112,500 (294)
10—Pittsburgh, 150,500 (290)
11—Virginia West Virginia, 45,000

( 1 9 5 )

12—North Carolina, 62,500 (172)
13—South Carolina, 42,000 (130)
14—Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas,

Louisiana, 22,500 (78)
15—Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi

and Florida, 29,000 (106)
16—Ohio, 174,000 (315)
17—Michigan, 38,500 (66)
1 8 — I n d i a n a , K e n t u c k y, Te n n e s s e e

60 ,500 (173 )
19—Chicago, 109,500 (135)
20—Illinois, eastern Missouri, 94,500

(175)
21—Iowa, 72,500 (126)
22—Wisconsin, 118,000 (242)
23—^North Dakota, northern Minne¬

sota, 39,500 (159)
24—^^South Dakota, southern Minne¬

sota, 183,000 (339)
25—Wyoming, Nebraska, 81,000 (176)
26—Colorado, Kansas, western Mis¬

sour i , 49 ,500 (125)
27—^Washington, Oregon, Montana,

I d a h o , U t a h , A l a s k a , 5 8 , 5 0 0 ( 1 4 0 )
28—California, N e v a d a , A r i z o n a ,

New Mexico, Hawaii, 81,000 (174)
29—Eastern Canada, 54,000 (138)
30—Western Canada, 33,000 Q91)
31—Nova Scotia, 7,000 (32)
32—Caribbean, 6,000 (19)

N o n - T e r r i t o r i a l

33—^American Evangelical Lutheran
C l i u r c h , 2 2 , 3 4 0 ( 8 6 )

34 -Suomi, 35,000 (150)
35 -Slovak Zion Synod, 21,000 (50)
36—Icelandic Synod, 7,500 (35)

(1) We commend astudy of the re¬
p o r t s o f t h i s C o n f e r e n c e . W e i n v i t e a l l
Churches, aided by these reports and
findings, to engage with us in bringing
their present life under the judgment
o f t h e L o r d o f t h e W h o l e C h u r c h a s
we struggle to understand the unity
w e s e e k .

(2) We (’flu upon every local cluu'ch
and congregation to examine the way
I n w h i c h i t m a k e s v i s i b l e t h e n a t u r e



L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S

Reports Says Union Studies
Are No Th rea t t o F reedom

October 5, 1957
is an important and little realized con¬
t r i b u t i o n o f c h u r c h e s h e r e t o t h e
wor ld Chr ist ian community, the group
s a i d .

Authori ty should provide the assur¬
a n c e i n t h e w h o l e o f t h e l i f e a n d w i t ¬
n e s s o f t h e C h u r c h t h a t “ i t i s i n d e e d
C h r i s t w h o i s L o r d o f t h e C h u r c h
and it is in His name and His power
that all things are done in and through
t h e C h u r c h . ”

Fear of increasing central ized au¬
t h o r i t y i s i t s e l f a n i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e
f a i l u r e o f t h e c h u r c h t o w i t n e s s t o t h e
un ique au thor i t y wh ich i s possessed
by its Lord.

“The answer to th is fear is not to
be found in the at tempt to in t roduce
m o r e p o l i t i c a l d e m o c r a c y i n t o t h e
c h u r c h b u t r a t h e r i n t h e a t t e m p t t o
recognize and to accept the Lordship
o f C h r i s t a n d t h e f r e e d o r h w h i c h t h a t
Lordsh ip prov ides for the mani fes ta¬
t i o n o f H i s l i f e i n t h e f r e e l i f e o f t h e
congregat ions which are a l l apar t o f
t h e o n e C h u r c h .

O n t h e A m e r i c a n s c e n e t h e s t r e s s
on freedom has sometimes been mag¬
n i fi e d i n t o a n e n d i n i t s e l f a n d r e s u l t e d
in sch isms and rap id g rowth o f new
denominations along sociological, sec¬
tional, and ethnic lines.

A c e n t r a l c o n d i t i o n o f g e n u i n e
C h r i s t i a n u n i t y w o u l d s e e m t o b e t h e
a c h i e v i n g o f a r e a s o n a b l y s a t i s f a c t o r y
b a l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e n e c e s s i t i e s o f
f r e e d o m a n d a u t h o r i t y i t c o n c l u d e s .
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Y u l e
D e a r F r i e n d s ;

Much of the copy and many of the
pictures for YULE 1957 are now in the
fi l e s o f t h e e d i t o r a n d i n t h e c o u r s e
o f t h e n e x t w e e k o r t w o w i l l b e

whipped into shape.
T h e n e w b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r , M r s .

P a u l G a n t r i i s ( 7 2 3 8 W e n t w o r t h A v e ¬
nue, Minneapol is, Minnesota) wi l l be
send ing ou t b lanks fo r you r o rde rs
q u i t e s o o n . W i l l y o u k i n d l y r e t u r n
Piem as quickly as possible?

As many of you realize, the circula¬
t ion o f YULE i s re la t i ve ly sma l l . I n
order that we may continue to publish
this, our own Christmas magazine, i t
is necessary that we support i t in a

>coopera t i ve sp i r i t , i n the fu tu re as in
t h e p a s t . T h e r e a r e , o f c o u r s e , m a n y
C h r i s t m a s b o o k s a v a i l a b l e , b u t w e
hope to make YULE so at t ract ive in
eve ry r espec t t ha t you w i l l wan t i t
fo r tha t ex t ra read ing fo r the Yu le -
Tide Season. Most of the stories and
articles will be supplied by people from
our own congregations. The price will
continue to be seventy-five cents.

Kindest regards,

O n e o f t h e o b s t a c l e s t o c h u r c h u n i o n

is fear on the part of church members
t h a t i t w o u l d r e s u l t i n l o s s o f f r e e d o m

of local congregat ions and reduct ion
i n t h e l a i t y ’ s p o w e r i n d e t e r m i n i n g
c h u r c h l i f e .

A s t u d y, p r e p a r e d b y a N e w Yo r k
group a t the Ober l in Conference on
Fai th and Order, said the answer is
that there is no greater threat to free¬
d o m p o s e d b y t h e u n i o n o f t h e
churches than that already present in
the church as presently constituted.

The New Yo rk s tudy g roup unde r
t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f D r. Tr u m a n B .
Douglass, ahome mission official of
t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t , s a i d t h a t
organic union is feared because of
t h e g r o w i n g c e n t r a l i z a t i o n i n a l l
c h u r c h e s i n e v i t a b l e i n a c o m p l e x t e c h ¬
n ica l soc ie ty which emphasizes e ffi¬
c i e n c y.

C h u r c h g o v e r n m e n t s w h e t h e r e p i s ¬
c o p a l , P r e s b y t e r i a n , o r c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
i n f o r m a r e s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r i n
power structures, said the report un¬
der p repa ra t i on fo r two yea rs by a
dozen New York seminary professors,
p a s t o r s , a n d c h u r c h l e a d e r s .

Church structures of opposite origin
and intent cover systems basically
identical in operation, according to the
r e p o r t . T h i s i s a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f
N o r t h A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n i t y w h i c h
h a s b e e n i n fl u e n c e d b y p o l i t i c a l t r a d i ¬
t i o n s i n a d e m o c r a c y .

“ I t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t l a y m e n s e n s e
m u c h d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e s t r u c t u r e o f
a u t h o r i t y a n d p o w e r a s t h e y m o v e
f r o m o n e d e n o m i n a t i o n t o a n o t h e r ,
the New York group believes.

Effec t ive church power in Amer ica
depends largely on voluntary consent
and suppo r t o f t he cons t i t uency no
mat te r what au thor i ty i s ass igned- to
aparticular office by constitution or
canon law, the report declared.

^‘Let an ecclesiastical official disci¬
pline aclergyman more popular than
himself in the church and community
a n d t h e n s e e w h a t e f f e c t i v e p o w e r i s .
So-called good ‘public relations’ may
be as determinat ive o f k ing ly power
a s c o r o n a t i o n .

“There are bishops with very great
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u t h o r i t y a n d l i t t l e
e e e l e s l o l o g i c a l e i g n l fl c a i i c e , a n d b i s h ¬
ops who are regarded ecclesiologically
as const i tut ive of the church yet are
g i v e n r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
power. ”

The same can be said of denomina¬
t ions wi th synodical presidents, con¬
ference superintendents, presbytery
executives, district superintendents, or
o t h e r o f fi c e r s .

“There are communions which refer
frequently to their discipline but sel¬
dom exercise it, and others that pro¬
fess no disciplinary methods yet
age to enforce asubstantial measure
of conformity.”

The fact that historic structures of
church government have undergone
“vital transformation” in this country

a

H a r r i s A . J e s p e r s e n ,
Circle Pines, Minnesota.
September 27, 1957.

Ded i ca t i on Se rv i ces
The third of November, 1957, will be

amemorable day for those of us who
are members of St. Mark Congregation
in Ci rc le Pines, Minnesota. We p lan
t o h a v e d e d i c a t i o n s e r v i c e s i n o u r n e w
c h u r c h a t 2 : 3 0 p . m . o n t h a t d a y.
After watching, all summer, the prog¬
ress of our edifice growing from ahole
in the ground to avery beautiful place
of worship, we look forward with
thankfu l hear ts to a joyous occas ion.

S t . I V I a r k E v a n g e l i c a l
Lutheran Congregat ion.

i t

L o v e

Love is the wind, the tide, the waves,
the sunshine. I ts power is incalcula¬
ble; it is many horse power. It never
ceases, it never slacks; it (fan
the globe without aresting place; it
can warm without fire; it can feed
without meat; it can clothe without
prments; it can shelter without roof;
it can make aparadise within which
will dispense with aparadise without.
But though the wisest men in al l
ages have labored to publish this force,
and every human heart is, sooner
or later, more or less, made to feel it,
yet how little is actually applied to
s o c i a l e n d s .
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Thy Kin» Coiiietli Unto Thee
It is not by your merit that the

Gospel is proclaimed and your King
comes to you. You do not seek Him,
but He seeks you. You do not find
Him, but He finds you. Your faith
c o m e s f r o m H i m a n d n o t f r o m y o u .
So also everything that faith works
in you comes from Him and not from
you . Where He does no t come , you
m u s t r e m a i n o u t s i d e . W h e r e t h e r e i s
no Gospel, there also is no Savior, but
only sin and sorrow. There is ho sal¬
vation, unless the Gospel is preached
by which your King comes to you.

— ^ L u t h e r .
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