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Every man needs two conversions: The first of the heart and the
second of his pocketbook.” —^Martin Luther

4 i

God’s gifts are bestowed on you and me spontaneously, impartially, bountifully. They come to us unbought,
unearned, and —as we would surely be the first to acknowledge —unmerited. You must have noticed how
from beginning to end the Bible is taken up with the amazing generosity of God. Listen to the Psalmist.
"Bless the Lord, Omy soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities: who healeth
all thy diseases: who redeemeth thy life from desti’uction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender
mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” Listen
to the Evangelist. “God so loved the world, that he gave ...” Listen to the Apostle: "He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up lor us all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all things?” There
is no niggardliness in God. He never gives grudgingly or reluctantly. On the contrary. He gives royally,
without stint or measure, overlooks our unworthiness, insists on treating us as we do not deserve to be
treated, lavishes His gifts upon us. — R o b e r t J . M c C r a c k e n .
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Do We Want to be Healed? Pastor Lund preached this Message

recently at the Juhl, Michigan, church
J a m e s N . L u n d

T E X T : J O H N 5 : 1 - 1 5

Looking at afew travelogues, and reading God, our Maker. There is often acasual relationshipafew reports and news stories from South Amer- between fear and disease, and between guilt-feelings
ica, Africa, the Near East, Europe, and the Far and mental disease. Unsolved conflicts deep within our

East, one feels the seething ferment and ancient ani- being may leave their marks on our bodies in the form
mosities breaking out into strife between races and of ulcers, arthritis, migraine headache, and ahost of
between religions, between the handfuls of the few -other ailments. Areligious experience that puts
who are immensely wealthy and the great masses at peace with God often has profoimd effects
living in dire poverty and ignorance —between the bodies, dispelling our fears and anxieties, replacing hate
rulers and the ruled. These smoldering hatreds, and and bitterness with love, joy and peace,
the stifled cries of milhons of the world’s poor and
ignorant, against injustice and exploitation are S3mp-
toms that tell us that our age, our generation is sick.

u s

o n o u r

Jesus has come to heal us where disease has its
roots. He is the Savior Who heals. This healing is one as¬
pect of salvation. He is often portrayed as asocial re-

Even America, which economically, and in some former whose main concern is with economics,—to im-
other respects is considered to be in comparatively prove our standard of living and make everybody finan-
good health, shows symptoms of the disease of our cially independent. Or He is presented as anew Moses,
age —even while we speak of agreat religious re- concerned mainly with law and order and justice as the
vival going on. Our soaring crime rate, especially way to salvation. Again, He comes to us as the greatest
among the young; our race riots; the high percentage moral and religious Teacher Who teaches us to dis-
of mental patients; the craze for sports; the over- tinguish clearly between good and bad, right and wrong,
emphasis on sex; the spiritual illiteracy of the vast true and false, and thus to achieve salvation by educa-
majority of church members; the lost sense of moral tion. But He is first and foremost the Savior Who HEALS
values. Surely, no one would maintain that such
things are expressions of health.

We all stand in need of healing, in varying degree
—healing of soul, of the very center of our being, heal¬
ing that puts us at peace with God, with ourselves,
and with the world, in the right sense.

God has put within these bodies of ours great
healing powers: broken bones can grow together; torn
tissues can repair themselves; the body can seal off
foreign bodies or germs that enter it; it can adjust
itself to the removal of akidney, alung, large sections
of digestive apparatus, and throw off amultitude of
diseases. But there are also great destructive powers
that come in and do their work, like weeds in afield.
Reputable doctors say that from 50 to 70 per cent of
human ailments are caused by our destructive emo¬
tions, like fear, hate, anger, anxiety, guilt feelings,
carrying old grudges and resentments, frustration, ,,,
envy, jealousy. Such emotions do things to our bodies question in the way He did.
—some of them working suddenly, others gradually this man was like the hound dog that
establishing apattern, or habit, like the long-range sitting on the front porch of acountry store down
effects of smoking. They affect our glands, they create south, and howling. Acustomer c^e along and asked
muscular tensions, raise our blood pressure, affect the the owner, “What’s your dog howling for?” “
sugar level in our blood, and other chemical processes of ting on acockle burr,” answered the owner,
the body, affecting bones and tissue. We acknowledge, ̂tiy doesn’t he ̂get off?
half unconsciously, this interplay between mind and body there and howl.”
in some of our sayings: “I was scared stiff”; “I was so mad
Ithought Iwould blow my top”; “I worried myself sick.”
These are the things that in so many cases bring on the
lesions that we call disease. And when it gets beyond ilutl;pran Olillittga -PUBLISHED BY THE AMERICAN
our control we go to the doctor or psychiatrist for medi¬
cine or counsel. They may relieve the pain, destroy
the germ, repair the damage, build up our strength —
but they can not make us WHOLE unless they get at
the imderlying roots from which these poisoning emo¬
tions spring.

At the root of many of them is our alienation from

us. With Him anew healing power has come to this
s i c k w o r l d .

But agreat many people don’t want aSavior Who
heals. They don’t want to be healed, because in their
illness they find “escape” and security. There they are
cushioned from the hard blows and the unpleasant reali¬
ties of life. When they are sick and helpless, someone
HAS to look after them, and give them the attention and
care which they did not get while well. This attention
is often asubstitute for the affection which they never
received. They are like this man at the pool in Jeru¬
salem, who had been ill for 38 years. Jesus asked him,
“Do you WANT to be healed?” He probably answered
Him: “Why, of course! Why do you think Ihave been
brought here to these healing waters day after day for
all these years, i f Ididn’t WANT to be healed?” But
Jesus, Who knows us better than we know ourselves.

H e ’s s i t -
“We l l ,

Cus he’d rather just sit< C 9

When Jesus comes and asks US: “Do you WANT to
(Con t i nued on Page 15 )
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From the AELC’s Recently
Appointed Stewardship Secretary

%

Stewardship -Technique or Witness?
Harry C. Jensen

not be complete, but it does focus
our thinking. Christianity does ask
us to give, not only our money but
our time, our energy, our talents,
ourselves. Consider the case of an
acquaintance who recently left his
o w n c h u r c h w h e r e t h e c h o i r w a s
small and badly in need of voices
to join alarge cho'ir in alarge
c h u r c h . W h y ? I t w a s a r e a l
“thrill” to sing with achoir of that
size, and “no fun at all to sing in his own church choir.”
Perhaps he was measuring or comparing with the wrong
yardst ick. Why not consider, “Where am Imost
needed?” or “Where can Ibe of greater service?”

But as we consider more seriously this person’s di¬
lemma and the question of service, Iwonder if we are
not all in the same quandary regarding our service to
t h e C h u r c h a n d t o t h e L o r d ’ s w o r k . I t m u s t b e e n ¬
joyable. The sermon is always expected to inspire as
we sit in passive “worship.” The program conunittee
should come up with something better if they want “us”
to attend ameeting, etc., etc. This is the core of the
Stewardship problem in our church, as Isee at. Too

.many of us are approaching our church membership from
the point of view of, “What can the church do for me?”,
rather than, “What can Ido for the Church?”, or to
stand it on edge, "What can Ido within the work of
the Lord’s Kingdom?” When we reach this far in our
spiritual growth, both as individuals and as congrega¬
tions, we will not need aStewardship program or fancy
brochures .

You will notice the reference to the necessity of
congregations realizing the service motive of Christian
experience. Let us pursue this further in the light of
our own situation in the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Iam unable, either by educational background
or personal makeup, to discuss these matters in theologi¬
cal terminology that could say what wants to be said,
but still leave us untouched, by keeping it “purely aca¬
demic.” So, to be blunt, what is most alarming to me
in our Synodical work is the attitude on the part of so
many that the Synod is the servant of the congregations
rather than ameans of service. Remember, if you will,
my friend who joined the large choir because it served
him better. Our congregations ask all too often regard¬
ing the Synod, “What does it do for us?” or “What do
we get out of this?”, rather than, “How can we be
t)f greater service in our area of the Lord’s work?”. The
“Synod”, the AELC, is ameans of service for the con-
gregatiorns just as the congregation can be avehicle
for service for the individual. In speaking of service.

DESK at th is moment is covered wi th s teward-
ship literature: brochures of all sizes, colors,
shapes, and descriptions. And this is only the

beginning, as in my desk and in the files are voliunes
more. One who becomes intimately involved in a
“Stewardship Program” immediately becomes involved
in the presentations of this kind; and must immedi¬
ately endeavor to add to the supply for his own particu¬
lar group. Soon we hope to add asmall brochure
from the American Evangelical Lutheran Church to its
cons t i tuency. Why?

Why is i t necessary? What do we and al l other
churches hope to accomplish? The first answer one will
hear is the obvious. To get people to give! To get
the membership to support the cWch and its institu¬
tions. Yes, this is avery important goal, but far more
important than this is the attempt to educate and in¬
form on the meaning of stewardship. The techniques of
high powered advertising are being adopted more and
more, because whatever is considered apil l must of
necessity be sugar-coated. Dressed up with cartoons
for illustration and humor, and with color for eye ap¬
peal, stewardship is still for most of us an imwelcome
concept, one we would just as soon not consider too
deeply or seriously, as it will call for giving up sonve-
thing which we consider to be “ours.” The basic fact
behind all stewardship brochures, stewardship plans,
stewardship films, etc., seems to be that —unless these
ideas are presented beautifully, thoroughly, humorously,
persistently, and consistently, they will not be accepted.
And this then, it seems to me, all too often leads bs
into the wilderness of technique and exhortation by
appeal. (In other words, it might follow that if the
technique is wrong for the moment, the concept of Chris¬
tian Stewardship presented is wrong.)

We in the American Evangel ical Lutheran Church
are far behind in our use of techniques, so why all this
stress on the subject? Primarily because Ihope that
as we are now beginning to use the techniques, we
will at the same time be completely aware that all of
the modem advertising methods are worthless imless
we are convinced that we need God’s help and believe
it when He says, “Without Me, you can do nothing.”
In the past year, we in the AELC have carried through
asuccessful Stewardship program in Faith and Life
Advance. Iknow its success has not been 100 per cent
in all congregations, but, in general, the response has
been good. But. this must only be considered apart
of our Stewardship effort, and apart of our endeavors
to reach anew understanding of giving.

Ayoimg man once told his pastor, “I’m fed up with
the Church and Christianity. All Iever hear is ‘Give,
give, give’.” His pastor fixed his eyes on the youth and
replied, “Well, can you think of abetter definition of
Christianity than ‘Give, give, give’?” The answer may

M r. J e n s e n ! s B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r o f G r a n d V i e w
College, and Director of Faith and Life Advance.
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here and elsewhere, Iam using it to mean Stewardship
in the widest sense. “Christian Stewardship is the prac¬
tice of systematic and proportionate giving of time,
abilities, and material possessions, based on the convic¬
tion that these are atrust from God, to be used in His
service for the benefit of all mankind in grateful ac¬
knowledgment of Christ’s redeeming love.”

This doctrine of stewardship applies first of all to
i n d i v i d u a l C h r i s t i a n s
to churches. Churches are stewards because they are
churches —and commiss ioned to do His unfinished task.
The church then is more than an organization —it is
aspiritual organism which Paul calls, “The Body of
C h r i s t ,

things which no Christian could do alone, without the
help of others. Churches are stewards locally in many
areas, such as providing for adequate facilities for wor¬
ship and for Christian education, for the maintaining
of apreaching ministry, and above all, for bringing the
Gospel to more and more people. This stewardship re¬
sponsibility is also found in the congregation’s relation¬
ship to the institutions and agencies of the church. To
accomplish their full mission, churches affiliate them¬
selves —through Districts, Synods, etc., and these then
set up agencies and institutions through which the
c h u r c h e s e x t e n d t h e i r m i n i s t r i e s t o t h e w o r l d : t o t h e
unchurched, to the young, and to the old. If we did
not have these institutions and agencies as amedia
through which to work, the church would be in hope¬
less confusion trying to give the gospel to all. Therefore,
the churches are as accountable to God to provide and
support the agencies and inst i tut ions for their work
as they are to supply the support and the necessary ways
and means of doing the local work.

We should be hxunbly thankful to God and can be
justifiably proud of the recent and continuing success
of Faith and Life Advance, and of our continued and
increasing interest in the Synodical work. As the budget
goes up, it means the work is progressing. The increase
in the Synodical budget should not be “viewed with
alarm,” but with joy, just as an increase in the local
budget should be accepted as asign of agrowing and
living congregation.

About now the reader will be thinking (those of you
who are still with me) that this is all well and good,
but how can we meet this increased budget? It’s easy
to talk and to write in such high sounding phrases, but
h o w d o w e r e a c h t h e h e a r t s o f a l l o u r m e m b e r s w i t h
this realization and with the true concept of Christian
stewardship?

So, have we now traveled the circle in this article
to find ourselves back to the question and problem of
techniques? Perhaps. But even more, we have reached
the problem of understanding what it means to be a
Christian, —to be more than anominal Christian, that
is. In th is morning’s paper, I read of a lecture given
by John Rogers, alawyer and one of the few la3nnen
t o s e r v e a s P r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n o f

Disciples of Christ. In speaking to his own constituency,
he charged that too many local congregations are “noth¬
ing more than mutual admiration societies,
serted that, “many local congregations think well of
themselves but are not interested in anyone else,” and
went on to say, “Only when the church surveys its
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Money Not in the Heart
A.Scottish woman was handing to arepresentative

-of aBible society her “mites,” which she had kept in
alittle jug. She had gathered more than two dollars I
d^pite her poverty, chiefly in nickels and dimes. Un- ?
willing to take the money, the man said: “

isure that you gave this out of your heart?”
\Sir,” she answered quickly, “it is out of the jug.
%thought that she had not understood and so he said,
.“What Imean is whether it first came out of your
iheart.” “Oh no,” she replied, “that money was never
iin my heart.” What the generous donor said was true.
5She gave gladly and liberally, sirice there was no sinful
slove of money in her heart.

5
i

\

A r e y o u
N o ,

you and I—but it applies also H e

As such, it is held accountable to do those i
— F. E . M a r s h .

Strength and weakness, sizes up its possibilities, and
makes daring commitments will it commence to grow.”
Churchgoers must realize that “God’s Church is more
than the little church at Fifth and Main. They must
become aware that the Christian church is afellow¬
ship of believers of all lands and all centuries.”

Only when achurch makes daring commiimenis will
it commence to grow." In recent years, we in the AELC
have made commitments beyond any we had dreamed
possible. We have expanded our Home Mission Pro¬
gram, joined in the many cooperative efforts of the
Lutheran Church bodies, and of the world protestants.
We have seen our way to bringing pastors’ salaries to
arespectable figure (but still not to the point they
should be), and have responded to Faith and Life Ad¬
vance and its challenge to go 35 per cent over the goal.
Are there any now who feel it has not been ajoy and
ablessing to all? From all sides we hear nothing but
joy and thanksgiving expressed, which is as it should
be. But. we also hear, far too often, expressions of dis¬
may regarding any further daring commitments —(I
personally do not believe what we have done before
was daring, but will use the term for emphasis). Iwas
greatly distressed to read an opinion expressed in are¬
cent issue of LUTHER An TIDINGS that the
tion at Ringsted “handed out money with the benevo¬
lence o f the Ford Foundat ion . ”

To be sure, we will never unanimously agree on
what is the best way to carry out our share of the Lord’s
work, but this is no excuse for doing less. The budget
for the AELC for the year 1958 will call for total giving
of $96,500, to be allocated to 7,715 contributing members,
or an average of $12.50 per contributing family. In
addition to this, we are asked to contribute on the aver¬
age of $1.30 per family, or atotal of $10,000, to the work
of the Santal Mission. This is hardly benevolence on
the scale of the Ford Foundation, but it should be a
source of joy to aU to know they are participating in
the work of the Christian church with so many others,
to do together what none could do alone. At the same
(time, participating in the all important work of one’s
local congregation. Ihave said very little regarding
the response essential in local congregational efforts ex¬
cept in the area of service, but Ifeel this is of equal
importance.

Stewardship is that compelling sense of accountabil¬
ity of the believer towards his Redeemer whereby he

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e U )

n

c o n v e n -

H e a s -
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ADelegate Reports on the LWF Assembly
H e r e ’ s H o w I t L o o k e d F r o m t h e I n s i d e

November 5, 1957

Absorbed By the Third Assembly
,Ilolger 0. Nielseu

Backstage StoryH e L o o k e d L i k e a S a i n t
H E L U T H E R A N W O R L D A S S E M B L Y i s n o w

history. The leaders, delegates, officers, guests,
etc., have all returned home, but somehow,

the Assembly keeps on speaking to us. The impressions
will carry on; the reports will be studied for years
to come and the friendship made between people now,
separated by great distances will still hold us ca{)tivated
for along t ime.

Of the many reports written on the Assembly the
one which seemed to me most imique was done, not by
aclergyman, but by an American layman, Ed Magnuson
by name, of the Minneapolis Tribune. He wrote the
following little feature headed: “They came from many
lands ....And they talked about the Lord.” This, in
part, is what he wrote:

“Now it was in the city of Minneapolis in the state
which was known as Minnesota that the people came
from many lands and talked in many tongues about the
wonde rs o f t he Lo rd .

“And they assembled together in alarge building
which the people of those days called the auditorium,
and they sat at long tables which were covered with
green cloth. Men of dark skin and men of white sat
side by side and smiled one imto the other.

“They were met in the name of the Lutheran World
Assembly, and they were quiet as they listened to those
amongst them who did rise to speak before acurtain
which was light blue and in its center was the sign
of the cross in red and in gold

“Some had come bringing all of their children, and
some were young and some had known many years,
and they remarked to one another about the strangeness
and the goodness of the sight before them.

“Now in the halls there was agreat friendliness as
the men of one nation talked with the men of another
about things of small moment, and they did pat one
another on the back, and they did smile

“And so the people who were met together did both
laugh about small things and think seriously about the
things of the spirit.

“And their leader d id te l l them tha t there was
agreat need on the earth for men to work together
in accomplishing the work of the Lord, and that they
should love one another as He had loved them.”

From whatever angle you view it, this was agreat
Assembly, one in which the hand of the Lord could
clearly be seen. Numbers never tell the whole story,
but numbers do tell astory.

At Minneapolis one was simply amazed at the num¬
bers of people who thronged the auditorium, especially
for the public events that were held at night. To sit
night after night in an auditorium that will seat up¬
wards of 10,000 and hear the announcement: “The audi¬
torium doors have been closed because every seat is

(Continued on Page 14)

^T WAS THURSDAY MORNING, August 22, at
Minneapolis, Minnesota, during the Lutheran

World Assembly that three of us met backstage
n^get our final briefing before matins or morning de¬
votions. We, the three, were as follows: Dean F. Wab-
nitz, lector, an anonymous altar boy, and myself as litur-
gist.

Ihad come early to look over this somewhat, at least
for me, unusual situation and assignment. The stage
was huge with an imposing altar in the center. There
were flood lights and decorations consisting mainly of
many large ferns which were so numerous it reminded
me of the ferns in the Oregon woods.

Astage crew was at hand doing its job with an all¬
knowing attitude but watched “the preacher” with a
bit of apprehension as though he was aperson abit
away from his regular habitat. (And how right they
were.) Iam sure the stage crew had never before be¬
held for so many consecutive days such avariety of
clergymen and heard so many men talking in different
tongues .

While waiting impatiently alone for something to
happen, it was cheerful to be joined by my Italian part-
iier, and he and Istarted at once to share our mutual
problems, but alas, this joy was of short duration. Broth¬
er Wabnitz spoke both German and Italian but his Eng¬
lish was as poor as my German, so we looked at each
other in polite silence.

The last one to arrive was the altar boy. He came
dressed in awhite cassock, wide-eyed with wonder and
his facial expression seemed more like aboy wishing
to disappear than to appear.

The three of us stood in ahuddle, as though we were
making ready to wage war for the Lord, when an effi¬
cient looking American came along to give us the final
instructions. His last words were, looking directly
at me, “and now men, no innovations.” “Innovations,”
good heavens! Who would at this moment think of
being different. Iknew the ritual backwards and for¬
wards and was only too anxious to follow it.

“One of you fellows got to have this mike on,” said
the P. A. man. “And watch out you don’t get tripped
up over this extension cord when you walk up them
steps to the altar.”

“It is Mr. Nielsen who has to carry the mike,” said
the altar boy.

Ithought of Jeremiah and his yoke.
Now we were ready to walk out upon the stage

and from there we could look into the vastness of the
great auditorium where sat agoodly number of the
world’s leading Lutherans. Ifelt shaky. My Italian

Pastor Nielsen is Vice President of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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brother searched frantically in his pockets for an extra
h a n d k e r c h i e f .

Suddenly from the stage wings aman came rushing,
and Iat once recognized Dr. Hanns Lilje, President of
the Lutheran World Federation. My first impulse was
to wonder what in the world we had done wrong to
cause the President of the LWF to charge in upon us
in such fash ion .

“Where are they? Where are they?” he cried ex¬
citedly.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S November 5, 1957

(Chorus Iand II alternately sang every other line:)
Lord God, our thanks we bring.
Father in Eternity.
A l l t he wo r ld hono rs Thee .
All angels and hosts adore
And worship forevermore.
AH Cherubim and Seraphim
Sing loud, exult with glorious hymn.
Holy is God our Lord,
Holy is God our Lord.
T h e L o r d o f S a b a o t h .
T h e L o r d o f S a b a o t h .“Who? Dr. Lil je,” Iasked.

“The young American students who sing in the litur¬
gical choir every morning. Imust thank thein; they may
not come again. Imi ist find them and thank them.”

“I think. Sir,” said Iwith relief, “You should go to
the organist at once. He is making ready to play the
prelude. Iwould gladly do it for you but Iam ...
tethered to the stage ...”

^Ue. MtuudaUi, (letuUied
Sermon on the Mount as translated in RSV

v m

Afather driving his son to College in Ohio turned
on the radio and heard aman preaching from the text,

he said with agrin and ran down “When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
to the organist. Soon he was back again on the stage thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
and from the lectum thanked the yoimg theological stu- secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret, shall re¬
dents of the Twin Cities for their fine choral singing ward thee openly.” This is the King James translation
at the morning devotions. o f M a t t h e w 6 : 6 .

C tSo Ino t i ce .

The preacher kept emphasizing the last phrase, “shall
the stage, reward thee openly.” The listener longed for two-way

radio, to be able to shout at him, “That is not what
Jesus said!” For along time, this is what people
thought Jesus said, and this is wh*at the Bibles of the
Middle Ages made him say.

But the older manuscripts, now in the possession
of scholars, reveal that the original form of this say¬
ing was, as the Revised Standard Version translates it:
“But when you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and

The hymn of the ancient church spoke marvelously your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
This correct reading certainly carries out the injunc¬

tion at the beginning of the Sermon: “Be¬
ware of practicing your piety before men in
order to be seen by them” (Matthew 6:1,
RSV). If Jesus had then gone ahead to
promise that prayer would receive an open
reward, plainly visible to al l , that would
have been to contradict his teaching about
the inwardness of true religion.

Hurriedly this energetic German leader, whom we
aU had come to love, again left us waiting on
apologizing “for busting in upon us” as he did ...

The mighty organ broke upon the auditorium with
its hymns of praise. The three of us marched sedately
in upon the stage. The 120 men’s voices, accompanied
with trumpets and drums, swept our worries away. The
music and song was in praise to God. He alone was
great. In the true church, man and his works dwindle
and God i n heaven a lone i s exa l ted .

o f t h i s t r u th o f God and man :

Where then did the “openly” come from?
It was added by some medieval scribe, who
no doubt first wrote it in the margin, as a
commentary.

Alater scribe copied the marginal note
“openly” into the text, and generations of
people thought it had always been there.
It is good to learn that Jesus did not contra¬
dict himself, that the religion of works is
not supported by the Sermon, and that God
rewards faithful prayer, not openly and pub¬
licly and conspicuously, but in the way that
His loved ones know: in deeper imderstand-
ing, in quiet reassurance, in the cahn confi¬
dence of children who will what the Father
w i l l s .

Morning: worship was conducted dally at the Lutheran World Federa¬
tion. Liturgist one morning was the Rev. Holger O. Nielsen, Cedar
Falls, Iowa, amember of the delegation of the AELC. J . C a r t e r S w a i m .
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rise to the stature of ful l commitment. Only as we
pray, “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven,”
can we claim the resources for astewardship of life.
The old nature will gladly give consent to areligious
life, as long as denial of self is not involved. But the
demand of Christ that we “lose our life to save it,”
cuts at the very heart of the self life, and no human
power could or would accomplish this.

Paul experienced this most dramatically in his own
l i fe . In h is s t r ic t law-ab id ing Phar isa ic l i fe he fe l t
himself to be perfect. The thunderings of Sinai could
awaken in him no sense of transgression imtil he thought
of the spiritual meaning of “Thou shalt not covet.” In
spite of his exemplary religious life, it was only ave¬
neer. Self was still in control, and not until it could
be said of Paul, “Behold, he is praying,” could victray
over self be gained.

If we use for our own pleasure resources which God
has given us to do, the work of His Kingdom, then we
are guilty of embezzlement. But to give God &at which
is rightfully His means adethronement of self. “This
kind goeth not out without prayer.” Prayer brings the
power to exercise stewardship.

The Purpose
In the Lord’s Prayer we also find the purpose of stew¬

ardship —“For Thine is the Kingdom and the power
and the glory,” “Thy Kingdom come.” We are not
to give until we feel good, or until it hurts or stops
hurting. Our feelings have as little to do with stew¬
ardship as they have with faith. Nor are we to give
only that the Church might have sufficient to carry on
her world-wide task. That is not the high purpose of
stewardship. God deals with man at the point of obed¬
ience, for He is glorified through committed lives. That
commitment expresses itself by the fruits of lips in
witnessing, by asecret life of prayer, but not least in
yielding all of life to Him who has given it, that He
may make it completely Kingdom related.

F r o m “ S T E W A R D S H I P N E W S ”
Augustana Lutheran Church.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Teaches Stewardship

Rudolph C. Burke
UR AGE is becoming increasingly aware of the

meaning of the word “stewardship,
our concern to discover the implications con¬

tained in that familiar word has been forced upon us
by the fact that present support of Kingdom work is
inadequate to undergird the program of the Chmch.
Adeeper, higher motive must lead to amore noble
c o m m i t m e n t .

Our main concern today, however, is that we might
discover His will for us so that we may live in the
blessedness of commitment. We have failed to imder-
stand what commitment to Christ means, and our fail¬
ure is responsible for lives without depth and Kingdom
progress too meager.

O S o m e o f

New Emphasis
In the new emphasis on stewardship, its relation to

prayer must not be overlooked. Prayer is akey to
personal stewardship, as well as an area in which the
Christian has astewardship to fulfill on behalf of the
entire Christ ian Church. We need constantly to re¬
think the Lord’s Prayer, its relation to the meaning of
prayer, the mystery of worship, its concept of sanctifi¬
cation, its direction for social living; but we must not
fail to grasp what these few God-breathed petitions have
to tell us about our stewardship. In the Lord’s Prayer
we find the pattern, the power, and the purpose of
stewardship.

T h e P a t t e r n

Thinking of the pattern, it is significant to note that
there are no first person pronouns in the Lord’s Prayer.
Even though praying in asecret chamber, having
closed the door, we begin with the corporate word, “our.”
We can never separate ourselves from our relationship
with the whole human race. Even in secret, my prayer
must relate itself to the welfare of my fellowmen. The
plea for forgiveness likewise is botmd together with
our fellowmen. No prayer is as individual as when a
penitent begs for mercy for the covering of his sin.
“Against Thee, Thee only have Isinned, and done that replied: “The peculiar slant of their eyes.—The Rotarian.
which is evil in Thy sight.” And yet, the answer
to that prayer for personal mercy becomes astew¬
ardship, for the forgiving mercy received must
be lived out in forgiving relationships with our
f e l l o w m e n .

Likewise the petition for daily bread is re¬
lated to our stewardship, for again the plural
pronoun is used. It is not “my bread” but “our
bread.” When God gives us our daily bread, have
we any right to assiime that it is personal? May
He not give bread to me which belongs to others,
so that Imay experience the divine joy of shar¬
ing it with them? When we pray the Lord’s
Prayer we are committing ourselves to apattern
of stewardship of which we must be aware.

T h e P o w e r

AChinese boy once visited the United States and
someone asked him what impressed him most about
Americans. The lad thought long and hard, and then

T h a t

T h o u a r t

M i n d f u l

O f H i m

give clothing through

L U T H E R A N W O R L D R E L I E F
In prayer we find the power to practice our

stewardship. Human power will enable us to
PNIlipsburg, N.J.2 0 2 S h a f e r A v e n u e
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freedom and don’t l iave to work so hard. The retail store,
w h i c h m a k e s d e l i v e r i e s a n h o u r o r t w o b e f o r e d i n n e r , h a s
replaced the pantry, and the old-fashioned parlor wliere the
f a m i l y u s e d t o s i t a r o u n d a n d v i s i t i s b e c o m i n g a r c h a i c .
T h e F a m i l y o f t o d a y i s l e s s s t a b l e n o w t h a n s i n c e t h e
beginning of the Chr is t ian era.

What makes an ice home? Is i t the pre t ty fu rn ish ings
—the p re t t y wa l lpaper o r the p re t t y fu rn i tu re , o r maybe
i t ’s the wh i te p icke t fence sur round ing the love ly yard?
No, i t is none of these. Happiness comes from the heart
and not the Department Store. Ahappy home has to have
understanding, affection, love, respect and responsibi l i t ies.
T h e r e h a s t o b e c o o p e r a t i o n w h e r e w e s h a r e i n e a c h o t h e r s
in te res t . Agood th ing to go by is ' th is —Be yourse l f as
long as you don’ t d is turb the wel fare of the rest o f the
f a m i l y .

6' ■-
■'

American Evangelical Lutheran s
Youth Fellowship R

EDITOR: EVERETT NIEÎ EN |
1100 Boyd, I

Des Moines 16, Iowa «

» * '

H o m e L i f e

Ed. Note: This article was written by Donna Peiter-
sen of Ringsted, Iowa. She is presently attending
Mankato State Teachers College, Mankato, Minnesota.
This article recently won an award in acontest spon¬
sored in her area. It has afine message for all of us.

Have you ever stopped to wonder how many homes
there are in the world? Have you ever pictured to your¬
s e l f t h e m a n y k i n d s o f h o m e s t h e r e a r e t o b e f o u n d ? M o s t
o f us now days take ou r homes fo r g ran ted , f a i l i ng to
r e a l i z e h o w m u c h t h e y m e a n t o u s . T h e f a m i l y i s t h e
oldest of human institutions and, in many ways, it is
also the most important . L ike Elbert Hubbard, an Ameri¬
can writer said, “Hopie is where the heart is.”

T h e l i f e o f o n e ’ s f a m i l y i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o h i m
t h a n h i s d a i l y w o r k . A l t h o u g h h i s p r i d e a n d a m b i t i o n
may be involved in his professional advancement, his re¬
lationship to home is far more important. He earns money
n o t a s a n i n d i v i d u a l , b u t a s a b r e a d w i n n e r . A n o r m a l
pe rson can ’ t poss ib l y ca re as much abou t h i s wo rk as
h is fami ly. We can change bus iness assoc ia tes , bu t we
can not diange famil ies. I f we lose the struggle in occu-
I > a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s w e c a n t r y a g a i n , b u t i f w e l o s e w i t h
our fami ly, our loss is te r r ib le and f r igh ten ing ly fina l . A
person who has no t se t h is fami l y ou t in f ron t has no t
succeeded in getting his values straight and fails to recog¬
nize his t rue pr ior i t ies.

Russ ia t r i es t o e l im ina te f am i l y l i f e . Wh i l e Iwas a t¬
tending Girl’s State we were privileged to hear Herb Plam-
beck, one of the delegates to Russia. He showed us some
sl ides and expla ined al i t t le b i t about Russia. The mother
a n d f a t h e r b o t h w o r k a n d t h e c h i l d r e n a r e s e n t o f f t o
s c h o o l . I f t h e r e i s a g r a n d m o t h e r w h o i s t o o o l d t o w o r k ,
she wil l stay home and watch the smaller chi ldren, but i f
not, they are sent to anursery school at avery young age.
You can see there is l i tt le home life and, in many cases,
none at all. Now we hate to say that we are like Russia,
b u t w e a r e m o r e t h a n w e c h o o s e t o a d m i t . I n o u r c o n ¬

cept ion of the ' fami ly and i ts p lace in atota l society, we
are p roduc ing , w i thou t cons ide red in ten t , much tha t the
Russ ian p lanners have ach ieved by de l ibera te emphas is .

At one Young People’s Meet ing we talked about home
l i f e a n d o n e o f o u r Yo u t h A d v i s o r s s a i d s h e f e l t t h a t w h e n
she was young, ac loser fee l ing ex is ted between her and
her parents than exists today between parents and children.
I b e l i e v e t h e r e i s m u c h t o t h a t , a s I f e e l t h a t m a n y t e e n ¬
agers of today confide in their friends more than they do
their parents.

I n t he ea r l y t ime , t he f am i l y was se l f - su f fic ien t . The
f a t h e r w a s c h i e f b r e a d - w i n n e r a n d p r o t e c t o r . M o t h e r w a s
in charge of al l household duties. Al l act ivi t ies took place
at home and, in spite of the hard life and discomforts, every
boy and g i r l had ahome and fami ly l i fe .

During the middle ages the women took over supervision
o f s o m e o f t h e m e n ’ s w o r k a s w e l l a s t h e i r o w n b e c a u s e
of the Crusades. Some business trades were set up, and
entertaining others became afamily function. Children
were not given many privileges and were under strict
author i ty unt i l they le f t home.

Today we are influenced by education and modern in¬
ventions. Many go away from home to work and there are
more working women. Children have been given more

“Cotters Saturday Night,” by Robert Burns descr ibes a
rura l home in Scot land long ago. I t te l ls how the fami ly
s i t s a r o u n d t h e t a b l e a n d l i s t e n s w h i l e f a t h e r r e a d s f r o m
the B ib le . Days long ago , re l ig ion was fo rced upon the
children, but there is no danger of that today. Even among
earnest Christian people little is done beyond the years of
early childhood to teach religion to the child in the home.
Family worship, in general, .has vanished. Father no longer
holds the place he did in connection with religion and mother
may teach her chi ld afew simple prayers and verses unti l
he starts Sunday School but then she hands the task to his
teachers. Agroup of teachers from 18 churches in ametro¬
politan area, when asked what percentage of the children
i n t h e i r c l a s s e s r e c e i v e d n o C h r i s t i a n i n s t r u c t i o n a t h o m e
ranged from 90 to 98 per cent. None considered that more
t h a n o n e c h i l d i n t e n w a s t a u g h t a t h o m e . E v e n h i g h
church office holders are found who never engage in dis¬
cussions with their children concerning any aspects of the
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h .

The structure of the home has changed radically in the
pas t cen tu ry. The fam i l y Rober t Bu rns desc r ibes was a
c l o s e - k n i t u n i t , c o m b i n i n g a l a r g e n u m b e r o f f u n c t i o n s .
The sons worked with their fathers and, i f they could be
spared from home, they went to work for nearby neighbors,
but home remained their center of interest, entertainment,
and devotion. From daylight to dark, from week end to
week end, the whole of life’s activities circled around the
home, and apart from weekly worship in church, religion
was a l so a fam i l y f unc t i on .

Home in the modern world no longer retains that struc¬
ture . We’ve moved f rom apredominate ly agr icu l tu ra l to a
predominately industrial economy. The large part of our
population lives in the cities. Modern invention in the
country have changed the entire way of life to make it
conform to the pa t te rn o f the c i ty. The func t ions o f the
family are like an onion and the layers of it have been
stripped one by one. Men scatter to work and are gone
all day in many places. Sons, more than likely, go to
other communities, so they no longer live at home. Daughters
and maybe mothers are free to take work outside the home.
Chi ldren at tend school c lose to home at first , but h igher
educat ion takes them farther away. From breakfast in the
morning until dinner at night, only mother remains at home
and, most likely, she will be somewhere else for part of the
day. Many instances dinner or supper in the evening will be
t h e fi r s t o c c a s i o n o n w h i c h a l l m e m b e r s w i l l s e e e a c h o t h e r
t h a t d a y. T h e n w h a t h a p p e n s ? A f t e r d i n n e r, t h e f a m i l y
scatters again. The younger children do their homework and
go to bed while the older members go to their engagements,
wh i ch t he mo to r ca r makes so easy. Te lev i s i on i s supposed t o
be reversing this t rend and keeping fami l ies at-home, but
if they sit all evening in darkness and in silence, they may
not actually be with each other at al l. They may be sep¬
arated as though they were s i t t ing in a loca l mov ie . The
home may be l ike ahotel where the members of the fam¬
ily sleep and eat.

Some of the factors in breaking up of homes are these;
School life takes up much more time and when vacation

time comes, ahost of public services are organized so that
there is nearly always areason why the family is never
together. Meals are hurriedly eaten while other children
wait at the door. I ’m not against public services, but they

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )
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Our Women’s Work
M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1033 South Tenth St reet

Maywood. Illinois

District VWMS Meeting lee Committee representative from District VI, gave are¬
port on the plans of this committee.

The 1957 nominating committee consisted of Mrs. Ralph
Hansen, Tyler; Mrs. Jess Larsen, Ruthton; and Mrs. Nina
Rasmussen, Viborg, reported two candidates for vice-presi¬
dent-secretary, namely Mrs. Harald Petersen, Tyler, and Mrs.
Roy Kel ler, Tyler. Mrs. Roy Kel ler was elected for aterm
of one year.

Mrs. Meyer asked that each Aid send her the name of
a m e m b e r w h o w o u l d s e r v e o n a G o l d e n J u b i l e e C o m m i t t e e
to make plans for aprogram for our Distr ict VI convention
i n 1 9 5 8 .

Amotion was made and carried that our offering this
year be d iv ided equa l l y be tween the two p ro jec ts : GVC
Girls’ Dormitory beds and Home Mission. The offering
a m o u n t e d t o $ 6 3 .

The meet ing adjourned and we c losed wi th the Lord’s
P r a y e r .

Saturday evening Pastor Enok Mortensen was in charge
of the meeting. It was opened by singing ‘The Lord is
M y S h e p h e r d .

Mrs. Enok Mortensen of Tyler spoke on “Denmark Im¬
press ions and The Amer ican Woman,” which was great ly
enjoyed by all.

T h e S o n g o f R u t h , “ E n t r e a t M e N o t t o L e a v e T h e e , ”
was sung by Mrs. Ruth Joh^msen, and the meeting closed
by singing “Now the Day is Over.”

The WMS meeting of District Vwas held Saturday after¬
n o o n f r o m 4 : 3 0 t o 6 p . m . , o n O c t o b e r 1 2 i n t h e W e s t D e n ¬
mark Lutheran Church with Virginia Nielsen, dist. rep.,
presiding. After abrief welcome from Mrs. Nielsen, the
minutes from the previous meeting were read by Gerda
Duus who has been secretary-treasurer for the past 2years.
Then followed the treasurer’s reports with reports from
both the distr ict treasury and from the distr ict scholarship
fund. Miss Tove Jespersen, Circle Pines, is the recipient
of the scholarship fund this year.

The le t te r f rom our nat iona l pres ident was read. The
s e c r e t a r y w a s i n s t r u c t e d t o s e n d E m i l i e S t o c k h o l m a l e t t e r
of appreciation for her untiring efforts and work for WMS.

The model d ist r ic t convent ion was read and wi th very
minor changes was unan imous ly adop ted . In a r t i c le V I I I
under Amendments , we changed i t to read “a t leas t s ix
w e e k s ” i n s t e a d o f t w o m o n t h s f o r t h e r e a r e t i m e s w h e n
t h e r e w o u l d n o t b e t h a t m u c h t i m e b e t w e e n t h e n a t i o n a l

convention and the district meeting. In the By-Laws, Article
IV, under Standing Committees, Section 2was changed to
read “may be appointed” instead of “shal l be appointed.”
In spite of adoption, we were not clear as to whether or not
a n a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r e n j o y s t h e p r i v i l e g e o f v o t i n g a t o u r
s y n o d i c a l m e e t i n g s . P e r h a p s s o m e o n e w i l l c l e a r t h i s u p
f o r u s .

It was voted to pay the expenses of our district president
to the WMS Board meeting in Chicago. Our Saturday eve¬
ning offering, which amounted to $65, was split three ways.
One-half to the WMS Special Fund for new beds at Grand
View g i r l s ’ do rmi to ry, one- four th to WMS Genera l Fund ,
and one-fourth to remain in the distr ic t t reasury.

We elected three officials instead of the usual two, to
c o m p l y w i t h o u r n e w c o n s t i t u t i o n — a p r e s i d e n t f o r t w o
years, and the other two posts for one year only so that
by next year we can elect them in even years as the consti¬
t u t i o n p r e s c r i b e s . M r s . N i e l s e n , w h o h a d o n e y e a r l e f t
to serve as dist. rep. became our new president, and Mrs.
L e s t e r R a y m o n d o f M i n n e a p o l i s b e c a m e v i c e p r e s i d e n t - s e c ¬
r e t a r y , a n d M r s . A l f r e d F r o s t o f W i t h e e b e c a m e d i s t r i c t
t r e a s u r e r .

f t

M r s . B o y K e l l e r , S e c .

District III WMS Meeting
Dis t r i c t I I I o f the WMS met a t S t . S tephen ’s church ,

Saturday af ternoon, September 28, at 4p. m. , Mrs. Hi lda
Schou, chairman. An opening hynrn was sung, followed by
ashort devot ional per iod, led by Mrs. Paul Wickman.

The chairman asked El len Andersen to be secretary of
the mee t ing . An agenda fo r t he mee t ing was p resen ted
a n d a c c e p t e d .

Minutes of the 1956 meeting in Cl inton were read and
approved as read. As the treasurer, Mrs. Seaborg, of Men¬
ominee, could not attend the meeting, her report was read
by the chairman. Abalance of $29 was reported on hand
as of September 1, 1957. Report accepted as read.

Reports f rom the local women’s groups were given as
f o l l o w s :

St. Stephen’s, Chicago, Mrs. Felix Nussle.
Tr in i ty, Ch icago, Mrs . Er ik Mol le r.
St. Stephen’s, Clinton, Mrs. EUert Nielsen.
St. Peter ’s, Dwight, Mrs. Christopher.
Bethany, Menominee, Miss Doris Nielsen.
Bethania, Racine, Mrs. Anton Eriksen.
Mrs. Robert Nussle gave ashort report of the nat ional

WMS meet ing held in Ringsted in August , at the t ime of
t h e c h u r c h c o n v e n t i o n . S h e m e n t i o n e d t h a t a s u g g e s t i o n
h a d b e e n m a d e t o c h a n g e o u r n a m e t o U E L C h u r c h W o m e n .
S h e a l s o m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e w o r k o f a k e y w o m a n h a d b e e n
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a d o p t e d a t t h e n a t i o n a l
c o n v e n t i o n .

When asked to repor t on the LWF meet ing in Minne¬
apol is in August , Mrs. Johannes Knudsen ment ioned that
she was writing an article for LUTHERAN TIDINGS telling
about the meeting, which wi l l give more detai l than could
be reported at this meeting. Mrs. Knudsen mentioned that
at the LWF meeting some of the women had felt that it would'
be well, in view of the merger talks between the ULC, the
AELC, the Augustana Synod and the Suomi Synod, if the

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )

G e r d a D i m s , S e c .

WMS Meeting in District VI
WMS District VI held its meeting at Tyler, Minnesota,

Satu rday even ing , Oc tober 5 , 1957 . Our p res iden t , Mrs .
Alma Meyer, presided. The meet ing was opened by sing¬
ing, “We may not c l imb the Heavenly Steeps.” Devot ions
were given by Mrs. Agneta Buhl, Tyler.

The minutes of the WMS meeting of October, 1956, were
read and approved. A le t te r f rom Miss Emi l ie S tockho lm,
urg ing the adopt ion o f the new d is t r ic t const i tu t ion, was
read by Mrs. Meyer. She also read the report of the Find¬
ings Commit tee f rom the Nat ional WMS meet ing. Discus¬
s i o n o f t h e n e w D i s t r i c t c o n s t i t u t i o n t h e n f o l l o w e d . V o t i n g
pr iv i leges were granted to a l l members present . Amot ion
was made that we adopt the new const i tut ion as awhole.
Mot ion car r ied . There were 31 yes and 3no vo tes . Mrs .
Meyer brought to our attention the following items:

1. We are urged to support the United Church Women.
2. We should observe the 90th anniversary of the Santal

M i s s i o n .

Reports were given from the various Ladies’ Aids in
the district. Mrs. Gunver Bodaski of Tyler, who is the Jubi-
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Junior Colleges are Comiug into
Their Own. We are Seeing

E R N E S T D . N I E L S E N

President, Grand View College
college to the four year college. The forthcoming meet¬
ing of the North Central Association of Secondary
Schools and Colleges will be devoted entirely, Iam told,
to the question of education beyond the high school.
This same association, which functions as an agency
of its member schools and colleges, is decentralizing its
method of operation by basing its examining committees
according to “types” of institutions to be examined, and
it is extending the decentralization of the huge area
it serves by dividing the region into districts in order
to be of greater service and assistance to member in¬
stitutions, active and potential. In the great state of
California 59 per cent of all students at the freshman
and sophomore level are in junior colleges. The state
of New York is authorized to spend $65,000,000 on
junior colleges. The New York plan calls for local
communities to match whatever amount they receive
from the state. The state of Florida has appropriated
$12,000,000 and the state of Washington $6,000,000 for
new jimior colleges. Finally, more press attention has
been given to junior colleges the last six months than
during the previous five years, according to tabulation
by the American Association of Junior Colleges.

Although it is too' early to say much about the
Church’s attitude toward the junior college, there are
signs that denominational boards of Christian higher
education are looking toward apossible re-exammation
of their traditional view on the jimior college. It is
very encouraging that several of the larger Protestant
church bodies, notably the Presbyterians and the Meth¬
odists, are blueprinting the steps which are designed
to meet the needs of Christian higher education in their
respective denominations. In the Roman Catholic
Church, Dr. Paul C. Reinert, S. J., the highly esteemed

SIMOVE about in educational groups, attend
conferences, and serve on committees estab¬
lished to deal with questions related to higher

education, Iam convinced that very significant devel¬
opments lie ahead of us in higher education, especially
in the junior colleges. For that reason it is of im¬
portance to view the steady increase in. enrollment
at Grand View College in the light of what is hap¬
pening to the junior colleges throughout the nation.

What lies ahead of the junior colleges is seen most
clearly in an observable change of emphasis, which I
consider very important. Moreover, Ithink it needs
to be ca l l ed t o t he a t t en t i on o f a l l who a re i n te res ted
in educational questions. The emphasis today is not
upon the junior college as amovement, but as an in¬
stitution. This means to me that the junior college
has demonstrated its usefulness. Some reorganization
of higher education is inevitable. The better junior
colleges give promise of developing standards of work
and of expanding their course offerings to the point
where we may probably see the day when the best
junior colleges will be able to meet the needs of edu¬
cational opportunity for the many as well as education
for the academically gifted youth in anew and sig¬
nificant way. As ̂ ucators proceed to articulate the
relations of schools to universities today, in terms of
contemporary and future needs rather than in terms
of atraditional pattern, they will be expected, Ibelieve,
to give more attention to levels of studies and achieve¬
ment than to length of education beyond high school.
The increased attention which educators today give to
the relation of the junior colleges to the universities
is beyond dispute; it is an established fact.

It is not by accident that Grand View College has
393 students. Proximity, reasonable cost, and asmall
friendly campus are important, but they are not enough
to draw an increasing number of students "to the col¬
lege. ^e location of Grand View College is excellent,
but that is not the hallmark of agenuine educational
institution. Grand View College has been fortunate in
having ateaching staff, astudent body, achurch consti¬
tuency, and awider clientele which have helped im¬
measurably to develop the confidence that people have
in our college. Grand View College is here not only
to stay but to play aconstantly more significant role
in higher education. The great breakthrough has taken
place.

A

1

1
Anumber of facts give us ample cause to speak

boldly and hopefully about the junior colleges. The
President’s Commission on “Education Beyond the High
School” is unanimous in its recommendation of the jim¬
ior colleges. The powerful American Council of Edu¬
cation meeting in October 1957, spent considerable time
studying important phases of the relation of the junior

The modem women’s dormitory at Grand View College,
Des Moines, Iowa.
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My desk is still crowded with the “techniques” of
bringing the concept of Christian Stewardship to the
church membership. These techniques will succeed, I
am sm-e, but because the concept is right, not only
because the techniques are right. The techniques are
only tools and deserve the attention, no more no less,
that tools deserve. We must always remember
not left to our own resources. The Apostle Paul de¬
clares: “All things are yours in Christ,” and Jesus tells
us, “Apart from Me, you can do nothing.” We need,
then, to come with an open heart, and Stewardship will
be found to be, not asugar-coated pill, but, atrue re¬
sponse to our Christian faith.

President of Saint Louis University, is the spokesman
for the establishment of new Catholic junior colleges
instead of increasing the number of four year colleges.
His point is that all the best efforts of the traditional
four̂  year colleges, public and private, simply will not
suffice to meet the needs of tomorrow. Professor Dr.
E. T. McSwain, Dean of the School of Education, North¬
western University, who spoke last month at the
vention of the North Central Council of the American
Association of Junior Colleges, is exceedingly well in¬
formed on the role of the junior college. He said to
us, “Let us not think of the junior college as aterminal
institution. Ajimior college is more than some people
judge today; it is definitely part of higher education.
Four year college people (i. e. professors) must
struct their ideas about the junior college. The junior
college is neither terminal nor vocational; it is atwo
year program of foundational education in higher edu¬
c a t i o n .

w e a r e

c o n -

r e c o n - LWR Executive Observes Relief
Program Overseas

New York—(NLC)—Lutheran World Relief’s distri¬
bution program in the Far East will be observed
six-week field trip by the Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, assist¬
ant executive secretary of the material aid agency.

Mr. Nielsen, who will leave here by plane on No¬
vember 5and return December 15, is making his first
trip overseas since he joined the staff of LWR early
in 1956 after two years as director of its All Lutheran
Food Appeal.

He will visit Japan, Korea, Formosa and Hong
Kong, to which some $8 million worth of food, clothing,
medicines and other supplies have been shipped by
LWR over the years since it was organized in 1946.

Over $4 million in goods has gone to Korea, $2 mil¬
lion to Hong Kong, $1 million to Formosa and
than $600,000 to Japan.

Mr. Nielsen will stop briefly in Honolulu and Tokyo
en route to Korea, where he will observe the distribu¬
tion program of Korea Church World .Service, which
handles the supplies sent by LWR. He plans to travel
through various parts of the country, including the
provinces devastated by recent floods.

The Rev. James P. Claypool, director of Korea CWS
and chairman of the Korea Association of Voluntary
Agencies, is the LWR representative there.

In Formosa (Taiwan), Mr. Nielsen will make asimi¬
lar survey of relief distribution, as carried on by LWR
Taiwan in cooperation with Taiwan Church World
Service. Mr. S. V. Worthington, amember of the Lu¬
theran Church —Missouri Synod, is chairman of
L W R T a i w a n .

In Hong Kong, where LWR supplies are distributed
by the Lutheran World Federation’s Department of
World Service, he will confer with the Rev. K. L.
Stumpf, director of the department, and with officials
of other church agencies. He will also visit Macao,
where thousands of Chinese refugees live in poverty
comparable to that of the refugees in Hong Kong.

Mr. Nielsen also expects to confer with anumber
of U. S. government officials and leaders of the
t r i e s w h i c h h e w i l l v i s i t .

● I
o n a

In my judgment it is atremendous breakthrough
for the junior college to be spotlighted as an educa¬
tional institution which gives high promise of holding
the key to an improved educational approach to
evolving pattern of higher education which will give
full consideration to quality of education and

a n

o p p o r ¬
tunity for education. This has an important bearing
upon the decisions we are forced to make at one time
or another. First, Iam thinking of the Church and its
support of Christian higher education, in our case. Grand
View College. As achurch we must aid the college to
give our youth agood education. This means top pri¬
ority to teachers. Next, we must urge many individual
congregations to set up scholarships or grants-in-aid for
students to attend Grand View College. Where con¬
gregations are too small to undertake such aprogram.
Districts might well undertake such aprogram for the
congregations within their respective territories. Fin¬
ally, parents do not need to fear that they will be
making amistake by counseling their young people to
begin their college education in achurch-related junior
college. Far from being inferior, the good jimior col¬
lege has abetter opportunity, many times, to make
classroom teaching acreative experience for both teacher
and student. With the increased tuition reduction for
bona fide synod students, plus most reasonable rates for
board ^and room, and travel grant to those who live
1,000 miles from Des Moines, no parent or young person
need to question the wisdom of selecting Grand View
College. Do not delay in making your application!

m o r e

Stewardship —Technique or Witness ?
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )

gladly uses every gift received in all of life's oppor¬
tunities to the glory of God. We give according to our
Faith. We do not become better Christians because we
give; we give because we are Christians. We give in
Christian love. Christian Stewardship is our response
to the love of God. It consists of making ourselves and
all our resources available to Him that we may be
His means, of service to others. It draws on all
of our life and experience to the extent we know
selves as belonging to Him. Otu giving takes on anew
and deeper meaning. May God help us to understand
and to reach out for His help.

c o u n -

There is dew in one flower and not in another, be¬
cause one opens its cup and takes it in, while the other
closes itself, and the drops run off. If we lack God’s
goodness and mercy, it is because we will not open
our hearts to receive them. — B e e c h e r .

a r e a s

o u r -



November 5, 1957L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 12
forget to say “Thank You” to home folks,
do express our appreciation to Tyler for the hospitality
shown to all of us during convention.

B u t w eD i s t r i c t V I C o n v e n t i o n

This year it was Tyler’s turn to be host to the
convention of District VI. The meeting began Friday
evening, October 4, with aservice in the church.
Pastor Enok Mortensen was in charge of the service
and also peached the sermon. He stressed what a
great challenge is given us to bear witness to the
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . P a s t o r J o h n E n s e l m a n h a d b e e n
scheduled to preach that evening but because of doc¬
tor’s orders, he was not able to do so, nor to attend
any of the meetings.

Saturday morning. Pastor Calvin Rossman preached
to us. He dwelt on thoughts of making the meaning
of Easter clear to us. After the Bible hour, the busi¬
ness session convened with the district president, the
Rev. Harald Ibsen, presid ing. Pastor Rossman was
welcomed into the district. He and his family moved
to Ruthton in June and are serving the Ruthton and
Diamond Lake congregat ions. Rout ine business and
reports from the district president and congregation
occupied part of the morning session. The reports
showed activity and in several instances, physical im¬
provements within the congregations. Dr. Alfred Jen¬
sen reported that Harry Jensen has promised to be
Stewardship Secretary for the synod. The convention
moved that each congregation arrange to have Harry
Jensen speak at ameeting on stewardship.

We had along noon recess this year. October 5
happened to be the date for aWorld Series game.

When we reconvened. Dr. Alfred Jensen talked to
us about the synod budget, giving us facts and reasons
for the increased budget. He also reported about Home
M i s s i o n s a n d L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n .

Again this year. District VI voted to give one hun¬
dred dollars-to aseminary student. The convention
offering was given to the new Tyler Old People’s Home
Fund. This project has been shelved temporarily but
it was hoped that it might soon become an active thing.

P a s t o r C a l v i n R o s s m a n w a s e l e c t e d D i s t r i c t P r e s i ¬
dent, succeeding Pastor Ibsen. Dr. Alfred Jensen
stated that he didn’t think he was aj inx on Distr ict
Presidents, but of the four District conventions he had
attended this year, all had elected new presidents.
Thanks were expressed to Pastor Ibsen for his work as
district president both by the convention and by Dr.
J e n s e n .

Saturday evening the WMS had its business meet¬
ing. Following this, Nanna Mortensen spoke to us
about American Women. In many instances we were
compared with the women of Europe. Much was said
in our favor, but there was one characteristic espe¬
cially that would be worthwhile for us to acquire, and
that was to make our homes “hyggelig.” (Cozy and so¬
ciable.—Ed.)

Sunday morning there were two church services.
Pastor Harald Ibsen preaching the Danish sermon and
Dr. Alfred Jensen the English. At the closing meeting
Sunday afternoon. Pastor Enok Mortensen entertained
us with his version of “The King and I.” On amore
serious note, he told of several impressions he had
gained in Europe and also upon returning to the
U n i t e d S t a t e s .

Guests used the facilities at Danebod College for
lodging, meals, resting and visiting. It is so easy to

Mrs. C. Arnold Buhl,
Distr ic t Secretary.

N a z a r e t h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

Adopts Building Plans
At aspecial meeting held Wednesday evening, Octo¬

ber 30, the members of Nazareth Lutheran Church at
Withee, Wisconsin, approved building plans for their
new church. Building chairman, O. A. Ammentorp,
presented the plans as they had been discussed with and
prepared by Mr. Russell Weaver of Owen, building de¬
signer. The building committee announce that they plan
to begin building as early in the spring as weather will
permit. Meanwhile, final estimates must be made, bids
and materials secured. The plans, as adopted, have been
approved by the Wisconsin Industrial Commission.

The building will be of stone and block construction
wi th the ex ter io r to be o f e i ther Lanon s tone or Tenne-
see stone. Alarge window twelve feet wide, the full
height of the building, with alarge wooden cross on its
face will be seen by the casual observer as he drives
past the building. The exterior dimensions of the main
building will be 32 feet by 80 feet, plus an entrance
annex ten feet wide and thirty feet long, built of red¬
wood, to be just south of the main building. Just south
of the entrance annex will be atwenty-seven foot bell
tower, topped by atwelve foot spi re and afour foot
stainless steel cross. The building itself will have a
nine-foot-four-inch wall, and wiU be twenty-five feet
to the peak. It will be built in the attractive setting
just north of the parish hall and will face Country
Trunk “T” (and the east), midway between the parish
hall jndjhe cemetery.

The interior is planned to accommodate 190 people
(choir included) for normal seating, with an overflow
capacity of about 320. Constructed along simple lines,
with afeeling of contemporary architecture, laminated
arches will support aredwood roof. Extra rooms inside
the building will include mother’s room, sacristy, stor¬
age, choir balcony, and overflow space, in addition to
modern rest rooms. Initial cost estimates run upwards
from about $36,000. Working closely with the building
committee and designer is W. Clayton Nielsen, pastor of
the congregation.

W E L E A R N T H R O U G H P A I N

Iam glad the thorns tore my flesh;
When Isee my brother ’s wounds,
Iwill also feel his pain.

Iam glad Ifell today beneath my cross;
When Isee another prostrate,
Iwill know the weight of his burden.

Iam glad Icried aloud for succor;
H e n c e f o r w a r d I s h a l l k n o w

The sound of aheart-cry.
●Mur ie l S t rode .
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The Iowa District Annual Convention
The Iowa District IV annual convention was held

September 20-22 in the Oak Hill, Iowa church. The
neighboring congregation, St. John’s near Exira, was
c o - h o s t .

Atotal of 58 delegates and pastors responded to
the roll call. The meeting was well attended for the
business sessions as well as for the devotional and
worship services. And the members of the Oak Hil l
and St. John churches proved themselves to be very
good hosts.

Looking back through the year the following pro¬
grams had been supported by the district: 1) Awell
attended Pre-Lenten Pastor’s Retreat was held in West
Des Moines which gave the AELC pastors in Iowa,
students and faculty members from G. V. Seminary,
an opportunity to gain inspiration and information
in fellowship with pastors of the Iowa Synod of the
United Lutheran Church. 2) Some of our young
and pastors of our Iowa District participated with
ULCA pastors and young men at aChurch Vocations
Conference for Boys during the 1956 Thanksgiving
week end at Grand View College. 3) The Lutheran
Welfare Society of Iowa had received asubstantial
support from our congregations during the past year
for its fine work in the state. 4) But the Iowa Campus
Mission, sponsored jointly by the National Lutheran
Council churches in Iowa, had not received the finan¬
cial support needed.

The Iowa District Home Mission Committee
ported on the progress of the Home Mission projects
at Cedar Heights and North Cedar. The convention
was given the fine report from several sources reveal¬
ing that the Home Mission work at Cedar Heights
has progressed well under the leadership of Rev. and
Mrs. Alfred Sorensen, who now have resigned from
this field to take up their duties as superintendents of
the Old People’s Home in Des Moines. Rev. Harold
Olsen of Junction City, Ore., has accepted the call
to the St. Paul’s Church and will begin his work there
D e c e m b e r 1 .

The progress at North Cedar has been slower, due
especially to lack of pastoral help and facilities for
services. However, Sunday school and worship serv¬
ices are held there every Sunday. Since Rev. Soren¬
sen left for Des Moines, Mr. Jack Greenly, former
staff worker of the Lutheran Welfare Society, is in
charge of the worship service each Sunday. The con¬
vention adopted the following resolution: “The District
requests the approval of the Synod Home Mission Coun¬
cil to conduct aBuilding Fund Drive for the purpose
of building aparsonage type chapel at North Cedar.
If approved, steps will be taken to conduct the drive
and proceed with the actual construction with Synod
approval of architecture.”

Two successful Youth Camps have been held during
the past year, indirectly supported by the congregations
of the District. The Camp site was at the 4-H State
Camp near Madrid, Iowa.

The convention voted: 1) to sponsor again a1958 Pre-
Lenten Pastor’s Retreat together with the Iowa Synod
of the ULCA, and including this year an invitation to
the pastors of the Iowa Conference of the Augustana
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Lutheran Church. 2) To sponsor together with the Iowa
Synod of the ULCA aChurch Vocations Conference
for Girls to be held at GVC, November 28-30. 3) Allo¬
cation of the District apportionment of the 1958 Sy¬
nodical Budget. 4) Adopted the District Budget, amount¬
ing to $2.20 per contributing member in each congre¬
gation. 5) Adopted the proposed District Benevolence
Budget for 1958 as an assurance that our full share of
financial support will be given to the Lutheran Wel¬
fare Society of Iowa and the Student Campus Mission.
6) “That the congregations of the District underwrite
the 1958 Iowa District Young People’s camp to the
tent of twenty-five cents per contributing member.’
7) That all congregations be urged to make payments
District and Synod apportionments as regularly as pos¬
sible, preferably every three months.

Amotion from four laymen resulted in adiscussion
and the following resolution: “We instruct the District
Board to investigate and take the necessary steps to
arrange an annual Retreat for laymen and pastors of
D i s t r i c t I V o f t h e A E L C . ”

The Rev. Richard Sorensen was re-elected as District
President, and anumber of other committee assignments
w e r e fi l l e d .

Many good messages were given throughout the con¬
vention at the worship services, Bible Hours, etc. Sun¬
day was as usual the most festive day. Worship serv¬
ices were held in the St. John’s Church near Exira,
two services in the Oak Hill Church, and aguest pastor
preached the sermon at the Kimballton church.

Sunday afternoon Dr. LeRoy Norquist from the G. V.
Seminary was the speaker. He spoke on the theme:
“As Others See Us.” This was achallenging presen¬
tation of the impressions Dr. Norquist has received as
he has come from another Synod to live and work with
u s i n t h e A E L C .

e x ¬

o n

m e n

r e -

The 1958 District Convention will upon invitation be
held in the St. John’s Lutheran Chiuch, near Hampton,
I o w a .

Holger Strandskov, Sec.

M o r e O b s e r v a t i o n s

There seems l itt le point in discussing “A Few Observa¬
t ions ” any fu r the r, s i nce Rona ld Jespersen ’s a t t i t ude i s
entirely negative. However, afew points need to be clarified.

F i r s t : “ E v e n s o m e o f t h e b o a r d m e m b e r s h a d n o t b e e n
informed about it” should have read "synod board members.”
The college board by-laws do not make it mandatory to do
so, but it is an unwritten law and courtesy usually extended
to al l governing officers in any group or organization that
they be informed about important matters, where harmony
and cooperat ion is desired. Why should the synod be an
exception?

Second: The article discus.sed “publicity of the loan for
the men’s dormitory” and not just “the proposed dormitory”
as stated by R. J. In the terms of Webster, “PUBLICITY,
o p e n t o t h e k n o w l e d g e o r o b s e r v a t i o n o f a c o m m u n i t y, ”
p r i o r t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n H A D N O T B E E N E X E R C I S E D .

Third: Information dealing with the loans to eligible
institutions, interest rates, and amortization was published
in apamphlet by the Housing and Home Finance Agency,
Washington, D. C., February 1957.

Tradi t ional ly, awoman always has the last word but in
this day of Sputnik most anything can happen.

S . E . H e a r s t
Cedar Falls, Iowa.
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H e L o o k e d L i k e a S a i n t
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 5 )

taken, there are thousands outside who
are try ing to get in” —this was, in¬
deed, athri l l ing experience.

The opening service^ of August 15
was an event long to remember lo r
s e v e r a l r e a s o n s . W e w h o w e r e i n t h e
processional met at Central Lutheran
Church directly across from the audi¬
torium. Many of us had been in pro¬
c e s s i o n a l s b e f o r e
However as we found our own synodi¬
cal banner with our men waiting under
i t , a n d s a w t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m
a l l co rners o f the wor ld , ou r sense
of anticipation steadily mounted. After
much wait ing the processional final ly
g o t s t a r t e d a n d w e m a d e o u r w a y
through the crowded s t reets . I t was
then tha t we fu l l y rea l ized tha t th is
w a s a n e v e n t t h a t h a d r e a l l y c a u g h t
the interest, imagination and curiosity
o f t h o u s a n d s . U p o n o u r a r r i v a l a t t h e
a u d i t o r i u m w e w e r e g r e e t e d b y t h e
music o f the great organ and thou¬
sands o f peop le .

T h e t h u n d e r i n g c a d e n c e s o f t h e p r o ¬
cessional chorale sung by the throng
w i th t he suppo r t o f a thousand ba l¬
c o n y c h o r i s t e r s , t h e m a j e s t i c B a c h
music from the building’s giant organ;
t h e b l a z i n g K l i e g l i g h t s t h a t s h o n e
f r o m a b o v e w i t h a d a z z l e b e y o n d e n ¬
d u r i n g ; t h e h u m b l e r s h e e n o f t h e t a l l
a l t a r l i g h t s b e l o w ; t h e p a r a m e n t s a n d
b a n n e r s a n d c r o s s e s a n d fl o w e r s a n d
m a s s e d e v e r g r e e n s ; t h e p e o p l e o f t h e
p r e s s w r i t i n g t h e i r s t o r i e s w i t h u r g e n t
h a s t e ; t h e b r i g h t fl a s h e s f r o m t h e
m a n y p h o t o g r a p h e r s ’ c a m e r a s ; t h e
ushers, each wi th a jaunty lapel car¬
nation and fistful of official programs;
plainly this was an event that Minne¬
a p o l i s — a n d A m e r i c a
soon forget.

“ T h i s i s i t , ” o n e s a i d d e e p d o w n
i n s i d e , q u i t e p r o u d l y. “ F a b u l o u s ! C o l o s ¬
sa l ! S ing ou t your assurance loud ly
( a n d w e d i d )

“ B u i l t o n t h e R o c k t h e C h u r c h d o t h
s t a n d

Even when steeples are fall ing ...”
In sharp contrast to all this magni¬

ficen t sp lendor sa t two men on the
stage, one black and one white. (There
may have been o the rs , I on l y r eca l l
t w o . ) E a c h o n e o f t h e s e m e n k n e w
that Minneapol is was no t rue p icture
o f m e n ’ s h e a r t s a n d w o r l d c o n d i t i o n s .

Black people in many places are vic¬
t i m s o f i n j u s t i c e a n d o f m a n ’ s i n ¬
h u m a n i t y t o m a n . T h e N e g r o w a s
E z r a K e l l e r o f L i b e r i a , A f r i c a .

The white man was Bishop Ordass
o f Hungary. He was ta l l , gaun t and
grey. With his people he had walked
i n s o r r o w a n d p a i n u n d e r C o m m u n i s ¬
tic tyranny. Now he was free to attend
the Assembly but his people were not.

I t was we l l t ha t O rdass p reached
that opening sermon. Aproper balance
between God and man, of freedom, and
of unity needed to be restored in the
minds o f men —not least among us
A m e r i c a n s .
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Be aBridge Builder
L E T ’ S G E T B U S Y B E F O R E T H E M E R G E R

Paul C. Nyholm
ism. Let us be ready to both give and
to receive with willing hearts and un¬
b i a s e d o p e n m i n d s .

And, you guessed my thought, in this
exchange of constructive ideas let us
not exclude the kingdom of Denmark!

There are many ways in which these
i d e a s c o u l d b e c a r r i e d o u t i n l i f e a n d
bring blessings to both shores of the
ocean. Give it some thought!

Permi t me, in c los ing, to po int to
one l i t t l e t h i ng tha t cou ld be done
easi ly and inexpensive ly in order to
contact people who read Danish. Use
D A N S K N Y TA A R a s a C h r i s t m a s p r e s ¬
e n t o n b o t h s i d e s o f t h e A t l a n t i c ! I t i s
e d i t e d p r i m a r i l y f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f
being amessenger from the churches
of Danish origin to those who are of
Danish background. But it also desires
to represent us to those who live
across the sea, in the humble but firm
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t w e h a v e m o r e t h a n
dollars, food and clothing to give away.
W e h a v e r i c h e x p e r i e n c e i n a f r e e
c h u r c h ; w e h a v e a h i s t o r y o f o u r o w n
f rom our p ioneers , and we have an
emerging new culture which we would
l i k e t o s h a r e w i t h m e n a n d w o m e n i n
t h e c o u n t r y i n w h i c h w e h a v e o u r
roots, and to which we would like to
■pay back some of the spiritual and
cul tura l va lues we have acqu i red in
“ t h e n e w w o r l d . ”

Three generous men —al l o f them
b o r n i n J u t l a n d — h a v e m a d e i t p o s s i ¬
b l e t h a t a c o p y o f D A N S K N Y TA A R
1958 will go to each of the 1,333 state-
supported public l ibraries in Denmark.
Maybe you, my reader, will send afew
copies to some personal friends across
the sea, or contact aDane who l ives
in your community; or one you know
w h o m o v e d o u t t o t h e w e s t c o a s t t o
begin anew life, but also there needs
t h e o l d G o s p e l .

There are hundreds of ways in which
you can help publish the glad tidings.

Do someth ing!
Be abr idge bu i lde r !
And whi le you t ry to do so, c l imb

t h e r a i n b o w b r i d g e o f p r a y e r t h a t
r e a c h e s f r o m e a r t h t o h e a v e n , t o t h e
Heavenly Father of all mankind.

Millions of dollars have been given
during the last years through Lutheran
v/orld Action to help needy people.
It is an achievement for which both
givers and receivers are truly joyful
and grateful. But there are yet many
other ways in which inventive love
may promote agenuine ecumenical
spirit of Christian fellowship.

TTie American Evangelical Lutheran
Church will soon cease to exist as a
separate body and become an integral
part of alarge church body. It shall
thereby gain much but it is unavoid¬
able that it shall also lose some.

The very reason that our particular
churches came into existence was that
they should be an instrument to bring
the Gospel to immigrants from Den¬
mark. However, we have now long
ago come to see it as our joyful duty
and happy privilege to serve all people
without any national restrictions. But
w e h a v e s t i l l , i n s o m e m e a s u r e , a
special ability to reach those who are
of Danish origin because our hymns,
our type of service, etc., often have a
special appeal to them. This vidll, of
course, partly be lost after the merger.

Wou ld i t no t be fi t t ing tha t we in
the short time we have left as a
separate church body make one last
great effort to appeal to this group of
people? Some twelve thousand Danes
have arrived in Canada during the
last decade, and U.S.A. has, according
to the latest statistics, no less than
107,000 people who were born in Den¬
m a r k .

We have aspecial responsibility and
aglorious opportunity in trying to
reach many of these people. Remember
how the Apostle Paul had deep con-

great sorrow and unceasing
anguish” for his “kinsmen by i-ace”
( R o m a n s 9 : 2 - 3 ) . A s i m i l a r c o n c e r n
should be the first and primary motive
for showing interest in those people
vvho are of the same national or igin
a s w e — o f w h a t e v e r a n c e s t r y w e a r e ,
dear reader, be it Danish, Norwegian
or German. Each to his own!

But there is a lso asecond reason.
I f we in the r igh t way cu l t i va te the
fr iendship with the people with whom
we are related by blood we shall also
profit thereby by receiving contribu¬
tions, to children’s homes, colleges, etc.

M u c h c o u l d b e d o n e . M u c h s h o u l d
be done. It is not yet too late, neither
i n U . S . A . n o r i n C a n a d a .

A n d l e t u s n o t c o n fi n e o u r s e l v e s t o
t h i s c o n t i n e n t . L e t u s a l s o d o o u r l i t t l e
par t in b r idg ing the At lan t ic
a two -way t r a f fic b r i dge .

In our ecumenical age we are getting
away from the old-fashioned isolat ion
and nar row se l f -su ffic ien t p rov inc ia l -

m e r e r o u t i n e .

w o u l d n o t

c e r n .

C h r i s t m a s P l a t e s

A L u t h e r a n p a s t o r i s i n t e r e s t e d i n
c o m p l e t i n g h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f D a n i s h
Christmas plates. If you want to dis¬
pose of yours he would be interested
in buying them. Send the year num¬
bers you have, and quote your asking
price, to:

w i t h

C . S . P E T E R S O N
B o x 2 0

Port Blakely, Wash.
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Do We Wan t t o be Hea led?
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 2 )

.be healed? He seldom gets aplain “yes”
o r “ n o ” f o r a n a n s w e r . S o m e o t u s

a n s w e r H i m . “ W h y, t h e r e ’ s n o t h i n g
wrong with ME. —Of course I ’m not
perfect. We all have our little failings
and ailings, don’t we? I’m pretty well
satisfied with things as they are. But
take alook at Mr. So-and-So! Boy, he
real ly needs agoing over.”

A n d J e s u s c o m e s a g a i n a n d a s k s :
“ B u t d o Y O U w a n t t o b e h e a l e d ? ” A n d

then we get al i t t le uneasy, and hem
a n d h a w , a n d w e s t a m m e r : “ W e l l ,
n o w, t h a t a l l d e p e n d s — . W i l l i t h u r t ?
W h a t w i l l i t c o s t ? H o w l o n g w i l l i t
t a k e ? J u s t w h a t w i l l i t i n v o l v e ? ” W e

are not so sure. Suppose we break
down Chr is t ’s quest ion and make i t
more spec ific , and hear H im say ing
t o u s : “ D o y o u w a n t m e t o r t a k e h o l d
o f y o u a n d m a k e a b e t t e r p e r s o n o u t
o f y o u ? D o y o u w a n t m e t o j o l t y o u
o u t o f y o u r s e l fi s h n e s s a n d m a k e y o u
m o r e c o n s i d e r a t e o f o t h e r s ? D o y o u
w a n t m e t o k n o c k t h a t c h i p o f f y o u r
s h o u l d e r , a n d m a k e y o u l e s s b e l l i g e r ¬
ent , and more co-operat ive? Do you
want me to take some of that grumble
a n d v i n e g a r o u t o f y o u r s o u r - p u s s
nature , and pu t some gra t i tude and
sweetness in their place? Do you want
me to strip off your sham and pretense
a n d h y p o c r i s y, a n d g i v e y o u t h e c o u r ¬
age and honesty to be yourself, with¬
o u t f e a r i n g w h a t o t h e r s w i l l t h i n k o r
say of you? Do you want me to cure
y o u r i n f e r i o r i t y c o m p l e x ? W i l l y o u
le t me g i ve you someth ing fo r t ha t
s i l l y van i t y and s t ru t t i ng p r i de? Do
y o u w a n t m e t o d r i v e o u t o f y o u r
heart those old grudges and resent¬
m e n t s ? D o y o u w a n t m e t o c u r e y o u r
p re jud i ces and you r susp ic ious and
mistrust ing nature? Do you want me
to dispel your worries and anxieties?
D o y o u w a n t m e t o c u t o u t y o u r e n v y
a n d j e a l o u s y, y o u r g r e e d a n d y o u r
l u s t ? ”

W e l l , t h a t ’ s a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y ! A n d
i f ' T H A T i s w h a t H e m e a n s w h e n H e
asks us: “Do you WANT to be healed,
w e ’ l l h a v e t o t h i n k i t o v e r b e f o r e a n ¬
swer ing H im. Tha t wou ld mean be¬
coming more thoroughly and genuine¬
ly Chr i s t ian , ge t t i ng more fa i th and
love; becoming fi l led wi th the Spir i t ,
beginning to obey Him, instead of just
singing and talking about i t . I t would
mean becoming more concerned about
t r u t h , a n d p u r i t y a n d j u s t i c e a n d
honesty. More patient and kind. More
awake to our responsibility more eager
to se rve H im and t o be agood s tewa rd ,
a n d a w i t n e s s f o r H i m . “ W h y — t h a t
would revolut ion ize my l i fe ! ” We are
n o t s o s u r e t h a t w e w a n t t o b e h e a l e d .
Not in His way. Perhaps we wi l l t ry
a n o t h e r d o c t o r .

J e s u s c a n n o t d o m u c h f o r u s u n t i l
w e W A N T t o b e h e a l e d , a n d w a n t i t
desperately. Some of us would rather,
like the man in our gospel story, just
g o o n d o z i n g i n t h e s u n , l i v i n g a
crippled life, rather than let God take
hold of us. Or, we would rather take
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o n e o f t h e Tr a n q u i l i z e r d r u g s . We
m a y e v e n p l u c k a v e r s e h e r e a n d t h e r e
f r o m t h e B i b l e t o g i v e u s a f a l s e c o m ¬
f o r t , r a t h e r t h a n s u b m i t t o C h r i s t ’ s
slow and painful healing process.

Again and again our Lord comes to
us, and bids us arise, stand on our own
fee t —get go ing , move onward and
upward —face the responsibi l i t ies of
l ife, bear our own burdens, and help
t o b e a r t h e b u r d e n s o f o t h e r s . H e w i l l
not let us si t there feel ing sorry for
o u r s e l v e s . F o r w e w i l l n o t b e h e a l e d
nor grow to spir i tual matur i ty unless
we stand up to the problems and temp¬
tat ions of l i fe with courageous fai th.
We wil l never be healed as long as
w e a r e c o n t e . i t t o s i t a n d w a i t f o r a n

“ange l ” to come and s t i r the water,
o r t o t o s s u s i n .

Ou r Lo rd wan ts us t o expe r i ence
His heal ing power. We may not ex¬
perience it as suddenly or as drama¬
tically as did this man beside the pool.
But even as we sit in church, worship¬
p ing God, someth ing o f H is hea l ing
p o w e r c o m e s i n t o o u r l i v e s — f o r t h e
living Lord is present in His word and
sacraments. We do not appreciate as
we shou ld t he t he rapeu t i c va lue o f
public worship. If we did, there would
not be so inany empty pews in church.
H e r e w e c o m e t o u n i t e o u r h e a r t s w i t h
other believers in praising God for Has
kindness and goodness toward us. Here
we may unload our burdens, confess
o u r s i n s , a n d r e c e i v e r e n e w e d a s s u r ¬
ance o f H i s f o rg i veness . He re we come
w i t h o u r w e a k n e s s a n d d e f e a t s — a n d
r e c e i v e p o w e r f r o m H i m . We c o m e
with our fears, and receive courage.
Here we meet the Savior, who makes us
whole, drives out the evil spir i ts, the
destructive emotions, replacing them
with love, trust, peace and joy. "DO
Y O U W A N T T O B E H E A L E D ? ” O R
J U S T G E T AT R A N Q U I L I Z E R ?

H o m e L i f e
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 8 )

s o m e t i m e s g e t t o b e t o o n u m e r o u s a n d
too demanding and when aperson
takes part in all of these he tends to
shove his home life in the background
as it becomes dull and unimportant.
Ahome ceases to be ahome when most
of the members are always about to
l e a v e i t .

Hundreds of thousands live in trailer
houses or temporary quarters and it
seems that uprooted men and women
do not take the same pride in family
success. When people cease to care,
the family naturally goes to pieces.

Then there is the divorce problem.
It is world wide, to agreat degree in
the U.S. In 1905 we granted 68,000
divorces as against 40,000 for the rest
o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z e d w o r l d . I n
1916 there was one divorce to e v e r y
nine marriages. In two western states
there was one divorce to every three
rnarriages. If the rate of increase con¬
tinues before the end of the century,
half of our marriages will end in di¬
vorce. 'The rate of increase is greater
than increase in population. Our latest
American census shows that the situa¬
t ion i s even worse than the o ffic ia l
divorce figures indicate because fami¬
lies are living separately without di¬
vorce. Even homes where mother and
father live together may not be home
at all if there is no unity.

Then comes the problem of the work¬
ing mother. Eighty-five per cent of em¬
ployed women are not heads of house¬
holds. One of the most recent surveys
to find the number of employed mothers
was taken in Wichi ta, Kansas. I t
was found that 20 per cent of all chil¬
dren under 17 have employed mothers.
In one family out of every five where
there are children of school age
below, the mother is employed outside
the home. Twenty per cent of chil¬
dren of employed mothers were found
to be wholly without supervision be¬
fore and after school. Several hundred
children were found to be in a.position
where they had to shift for themselves
during the evening meal, early evening
and all or part of the night. 'The young¬
est of these were eight years old. Now
what kind of family life is this when
the youngsters are left by themselves
for agreater share of the time? Many
mothers have excuses such as, "We
would like to remodel our house or we
w o u l d l i k e t o b u i l d a n e w h o u s e .
What good is anew house when the
people are too busy to make ahome
out of it? If you could buy the close¬
ness with money Iwould say go ahead,
but some women just do it to get out
and break monotony.

I t i s n o t j u s t t h e m o t h e r w h o h a s
her faults. Father spends many of his
n igh t s ou t and success fu l men and
women often travel or are so busy
that the intimate companionship is
l o s t .

o r

Tyler Old People’s Home
G i v e n b y S a r a M a d s e n . P a l o

Alto, (Jalif. 
In memory of Kathrine Rasmus¬

sen, Aurora, Nebr.: Mrs. Chris
F e d d e r s e n , M r s . T h o m a s N i e l ¬
sen, Miss Yesa Hansen

In memory o f Mrs . O t t o Jo r¬
gensen by Chris Lodahl, Dag-
mar, Mont. 

Arlie Svendsen for services.
M r s . H a r r i e t H o w e , R u t h t o n ,

Minn., potatoes.

$400.00

3 . 0 0

2 . 0 0
} »

B u i l d i n g F u n d

Peter L. Djernes, Marquette __$ 15.00
Received through synod treasurer for
b u i l d i n g f u n d :
Nathaniel Lutheran S. S., Dag-

m a r , M o n t .
Diamond Lake Ladies’ Aid  1 0 . 0 0
Cong., Racine, Wis., Lenten of¬

fering 
Thank you.

$16 .50

7 5 . 0 0
Many parents aid and foster tenden¬

c ies wh i ch t ake ch i l d ren ou t o f t he
home or keep them passively occupied.
They welcome the television program.

Hans Svendsen,
T r e a s u r e r .
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w h a t e v e r t h e u n c o n s c i o u s s i n i s t e r i n ¬
fluences, because it keeps the children
qu ie t fo r awh i le . They we lcome the
Saturday motion picture at the neigh¬
borhood theater, however vulgar, be¬
c a u s e i t k e e p s t h e c h i l d r e n o u t o f t h e
house. Quite obviously, it is easier to
patronize commercial entertainment
than to think up profitable family en¬
terprises or to give them the time and
e f f o r t t h e y r e q u i r e w h e n t h e y a r e
c a r r i e d o u t .

There is no doubt that many parents
s e n d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o S u n d a y s c h o o l
on Sunday morn ing, not mere ly be¬
cause they are eager for religious
i n s t r u c t i o n , b u t p a r t l y b e c a u s e t h e
practice gives father alitt le peace
while he reads the oversize newspaper.
T h e f a c t t h a t c h i l d r e n a r e s e n t r a t h e r
than accompanied is soon obvious to
them and helps to account for agen¬
era l dec l i ne i n the i r a t tendance as they
grow older.

Now,I ’ve named some reasons why
home life isn’t what it used to be and
Ihave p laced most o f the b lame on
the older people, but we young people
are to be blamed just as much. Why
do we always have to be going some¬
where or doing something? We have
all probably heard this, "Son, if you
don’ t s top tear ing around in the car
you’re going to stay home all week,’’
or "Daughter, i f you don’ t help your
m o t h e r y o u ’ r e n o t g o i n g o u t f o r a
w h o l e w e e k . ’ ’ S h o u l d t h i s b e a n y k i n d
of punishment at al l?. To stay home
f o r o n e w e e k ? To s p e n d s e v e n w h o l e
n igh ts w i th our fami ly?

Fortunately, there are still thousands
o f g o o d f a m i l i e s i n A m e r i c a w h e r e
the bonds of affection are kept strong,
b u t n o t e v e n t h e s e a r e f r e e f r o m t h e
d a n g e r o f t h e w i t h e r i n g p r o c e s s e s
a r o u n d t h e m .

W e m u s t k e e p t h e p r i v a t e h o m e a n d

M r s . S t a n l e y ( M a r i e ) M o r t e n s e n b y
acclamation was seconded and passed.

F o r t r e a s u r e r , a m o t i o n b y M i s s
E m i l i e S t o c k h o l m t h a t w e e l e c t M r s . _
L. Scaborg by acclamation, was sec¬
o n d e d a n d p a s s e d .

When the question was raised of
paying the district president’s expenses
to attend the meeting of the national
board, amotion was made that we re¬
imburse the expenses of the president
t o a t t e n d t h e n a t i o n a l b o a r d m e e t i n g .

A m o t i o n w a s p r e s e n t e d b y M r s .
S t a n l e y M o r t e n s e n t h a t t h e d i s t r i c t
president in her report to the national
conven t ion , i nc lude a reso lu t i on tha t
t he WMS be changed t o “Amer i can
Evangelical Lutheran Church Women.
The motion was seconded and passed.

Meeting ad.journed, and closed with
the s ing ing o f ahymn.

We deeply apreciate the kindness
a n d h o s p i t a l i t y o f t h e S t . S t e p h e n ’ s
c o n g r e g a t i o n a n d w o m e n ’ s g r o u p s ,
thank you so very much.

w e m u s t m a k e i t b e t t e r . I f w e h a v e
enough good homes we shall have a
good wor ld . The prob lems o f fami ly
l i f e t o d a y a r e s o g r e a t t h a t t h e y c a n
not possibly be solved on the merely
secu la r l eve l . On l y someth ing as s t rong
as asense o f re l ig ious vocat ion wi l l
s u f fi c e .

I f t h e h a r d - p r e s s e d m e n a n d w o m e n
in the little homes, who are faced with
d i f ficu l t i es every day, can be made
t o f e e l t h a t t h e y, i n m a i n t a i n i n g f a m ¬
i l ies, are doing that which the world
n e e d s , t h e y m a y b e a b l e t o f a c e t h e i r
t a s k s w i t h a w h o l l y n e w s p i r i t .

Remember, it is no use for us to say,
"There is no p lace l ike home,” then
p u t o f f u n t i l t h e l a s t h o u r g e t t i n g
t h e r e .

f f

District III WMS Meeting
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

women of those groups could get to¬
g e t h e r a n d b e c o m e a c q u a i n t e d w i t h
e a c h o t h e r . A l u n c h e o n m e e t i n g w a s
then a r ranged fo r the g roup , wh ich
w a s v e r y s u c c e s s f u l .

M r s . K n u d s e n i s a l s o a m e m b e r o f
t h e J u b i l e e c o m m i t t e e t o c e l e b r a t e t h e
WMS 50 th ann ive rsa ry. Wh i le p lans
are not complete, the committee sug¬
gests that each district arrange cele¬
b r a t i o n s , a n d t h e l o c a l w o m e n ’s g r o u p s
arrange festivals.

A l e t t e r o f g r e e t i n g f r o m t h e n a ¬
t i o n a l p r e s i d e n t . M i s s E m i l i e S t o c k ¬
h o l m w a s r e a d . N o a c t i o n w a s n e e d e d .

The p roposed d i s t r i c t cons t i t u t i on
w a s r e a d b y t h e s e c r e t a r y , a n d d i s ¬
cussed. Amotion by Mrs. Anton Erik-
sen that we strike the word "auxiliary”
in the name, was seconded and passed.

Arnotion by Mrs. Johannes Knudsen
t h a t “ w e a d o p t t h e d i s t r i c t c o n s t i t u t i o n
wi th the correct ion made,” was sec¬
o n d e d a n d p a s s e d .

T h e m a t t e r o f w h e t h e r t h e d i s t r i c t

should adopt projects on adistrict level
w a s d i s c u s s e d . N o a c t i o n w a s t a k e n ,
t h e f e e l i n g b e i n g t h a t w e s h o u l d s u p ¬
p o r t t h e n a t i o n a l p r o j e c t s .

W h e t h e r o r n o t t h e d i s t r i c t s h o u l d
p l a n a f e l l o w s h i p m e e t i n g o r r e t r e a t
w a s b r o u g h t u p . A s u g g e s t i o n w a s
made tha t ad is t r i c t fe l lowsh ip meet¬
ing be combined with the Jubilee fes¬
t i v a l . M i s s E m i l i e S t o c k h o l m m o v e d
tha t D i s t r i c t I I I sponso r a fe l l owsh ip
m e e t i n g w i t h i n t h i s n e x t y e a r. T h e
motion was seconded and passed.

O u r a t t e n t i o n w a s c a l l e d t o t h e f a c t
that the Santal Mission is celebrating
its 90th anniversary in 1958, the local
g r o u p s w e r e e n c o u r a g e d t o a r r a n g e
for aspecial day in this connection.

As it is customary that the offering
rece ived a t the even ing meet ing be
u s e d f o r a W M S p r o j e c t , a m o t i o n w a s
made t ha t ou r o f f e r i ng be used f o r
beds in the g i r l ’s dormi tory a t GVC.
Motion seconded and passed.

E lec t ion . In , accordance w i th the con¬
stitution adopted at this meeting it was
necessary to elect avice president-sec¬
retary and at reasurer. Severa l nomi¬
n a t i o n s w e r e m a d e a n d d e c l i n e d . A
motion by Ellen Andersen that we elect

E l l e n H . A n d e r s e n ,
C o n v e n t i o n S e c r e t a r y .

OUR CHURCH
^ i i i i i : i i i i : : i i i i i ; i i i i i i i : i

Cincinnati , Ohio. Mr. H. P. Graven-
gaard (Grand View College and Sem¬
inary, 1917), the vice president of the
N a t i o n a l U n d e r w r i t e r C o m p a n y , h a s
b e e n i n c l u d e d i n t h e l a t e s t e d i t i o n o f
W h o ’ s W h o i n C o m m e r c e a n d I n d u s t r y.
M r . G r a v e n g a a r d i s a l s o l i s t e d i n t h e
Janua ry 1956 supp lemen t t o Who ’s
W h o i n A m e r i c a .

Newell, Iowa. Our church here par¬
t i c i pa ted i n a10 -chu rch Re fo rma t i on
rally on October 27, with all the Lu¬
t h e r a n c h u r c h e s o f B u e n a V i s t a c o u n t y,
and five synods taking part. The Rev.
P a u l B o e o f D e s M o i n e s , E x e c u t i v e
Di rector o f Lutheran Wel fare Soc ie ty
of Iowa, was guest speaker.

B r i d g e p o r t , C o n n . O n R e f o r m a t i o n
Sunday the Lutheran churches of this
ci ty cooperated in aspecial Reforma¬
t i o n s e r v i c e h e l d i n o n e o f t h e l a r g e r
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s . S p e a k e r t h i s y e a r
w a s t h e R e v. O v e R . N i e l s e n , A s s i s t a n t
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f L u t h e r a n W o r l d
Relief, of New York.

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a . C o n g r e g a t i o n s
w i th unso ld Repor ts and M inu tes o f
the Ringsted Convention should return
t h e m t o D r. A l f r e d J e n s e n , 1 2 3 2 P e n n ¬
sylvania Ave., Des Moines. 'This item
is no longer handled through the synod
secretary’s office.

Solvang, Calif. Pastor A. E. Farstrup
h a s o n e o f t h e l a r g e s t c o n fi r m a t i o n
c l a s s e s i n r e c e n t y e a r s , w i t h 4 2 y o u n g
people attending Instruction each Sat¬
u r d a y .

Cli icago, St. Stephen’s, 111. At the
O c t o b e r 2 7 f a l l f e s t i v a l t h e R e v . E r i k
M o l l e r o f Tr i n i t y C h u r c h w a s g u e s t
speaker. The son-in-law of Mrs. S. D.
R o d h o l m , D r. L . E . S h o w a l t e r, d i e d
suddenly here in ear ly October. Mrs.
Rodholm had been living with the de¬
ceased and his wife, Miriam, for some
y e a r s .
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