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THEME
Mrs. Thomas Seeley Knudstrup,
l o n g - t i m e g u i d i n g s p i r i t o f t h e
WMS. Mary Knudst rup firs t be¬
c a m e a m e m b e r o f t h e b o a r d 4 9
y e a r s a g o . H e r s i s i n d e e d t h e
s p i i ’ i t o f M a r y a n d h e r h a n d s t h e
h a n d s o f M a r t h a .

OUR HERITAGE: OUR CHALLENGE

Joan .Jacobsen, Solvang, Calif., and Jeannette Christensen, Jjucedale, Miss., shown enjoying' the com-
tortable atmosphere of the girls’ dormitory at Grand View College, lies Moines, Iowa,
for this dormitory is one of the recent projects of the Women’s Mission Society.

N e w b e d s
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and district presidents in November 1955, is progressing
satisfactorily on nearly all points. We have adopted a
revised constitution and are gradually adjusting ourselves
to the changes it prescribes. Adistrict constitution which
c o r r e l a t e s w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l c o n s t i t u t i o n w a s a d o p t e d b y
t h e D i s t r i c t s a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n i n 1 9 5 7 .

The women’s page in LUTHERAN TIDINGS, “Our Worn
en’s Worl.:,” continues to serve as our official publication
It brings reports from district meetings, retreats, local
groups, and our national convention, as well as other im¬
portant information concerning WMS. Key women in each
congregation are also assisting in bringing the causes and
a c t i v i t i e s o f W M S b e f o r e t h e l o c a l m e m b e r s .

Past, Present and Future
by EMILIE STOCKHOLM

Chicago, I l l inois

I n t h i s y e a r o f t h e G o l d e n
J u b i l e e o f o u r W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o ¬
c ie t y, i t wou ld seem app rop r i a te t o
spend afew moment in retrospection
a n d r e v i e w o f t h e s e fi f t y y e a r s o f
s e r v i c e o f t h e c h u r c h w o m e n o f
t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h .

W M S w a s b o r n i n t h e h e a r t s o f a
f e w d e d i c a t e d C h r i s t i a n w o m e n w h o
were devo ted to the se rv ice o f ou r Lord
and who were inspired with amission
spirit which prompted them to encour¬

age all the women of our Synod to join together in support¬
ing the naission work of the synod. This small group of
women me t i n Humbo ld t Pa rk , Ch icago , I l l i no i s , on the
afternoon of June 13, 1908, between sessions of the synodical
convention which was convening at the St. Stephen’s Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
in their decis ion to organize as D.K.M. (Danish Women’s
Missionfund). Their purpose was strongly and briefly de¬
fined: To support the mission work of the Danish Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church of America, wherever such support
i s n e e d e d .

The early leaders of WMS are well known to many of our
members. Among them were Mrs. J. M. Gregersen, the first
president; Mrs. Karoline B. Kjplhede, the first secretary and
president for 29 years; Mrs. W. N. Hostrup, the first treas¬
urer; and Mrs. Marie Seeley Knudstrup, who served in the
offices of secretary and president, and is now our Honorary
President. The arduous work of these women has born rnuch
f r u i t ,
our organization was built and upon which we are continuing
t o b u i l d .

Let us now spend afew moment in introspection. What
is the present status of WMS at this 50-year mark?

At our annual convention in 1957 we adopted arevised
cons t i t u t i on wh ich re -s ta ted , essen t i a l l y, t he a im o f t he
founders o f WMS. We quote f rom our const i tu t ion:

A R T I C L E I I . P U R P O S E

As yet we do not operate on abudget presenting the
estimated expenses and income for an ensuing year to the
annua l conven t ion fo r approva l . We hope to e f fec t th i s
in 1958. Requests for ahandbook for our leaders has been
recognized. We hope to publish ahandbook this year,
with approval of our convent ion.

Missionary education is essential to an organization which
has as its purpose the support and promotion of Christian
m i s s i o n s . M u c h e f f o r t m u s t b e e x p e n d e d i n t h i s a r e a .
Leadership training is another great need. Opportunities

offered for such training, but WMS must develop
such opportunities within its own organization. Our women
are constantly searching for program materials. WMS
s h o u l d s e e k t o fi n d m e a n s t o a s s i s t t h e m e m b e r g r o u p s
in discovering source materials for programs.

Most of all, WMS needs members who are dedicated to
the purpose of our organization. We already have_ many
such members, but we need many more. Just think of
what the 5,000 church women of AELC can do if we all
join together in prayer, service and sharing. The work

doing now would expand and multiply ahundred fold.

y I

. 1

a r e n o w

They revealed courage and determination

w e a r e

Let us now project our vision and prospectively view the
W M S o f t h e f u t u r e .

The fu tu re o f WMS is acha l lenge to every woman o f
t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
future is greatly dependent on the leadership, the leaders
must rely on the participation of the individual members.
Is each one of us willing to give of ourselves and our
talents for the success of WMS?

W h i l e i t s

The i r work se rves as the founda t ion upon wh ich

Every member of WMS should try to visualize in her
own mind the WMS of the future. How can we broaden
the scope of our work? How can we best realize our pur¬
pose? How can we, as individuals, develop and use our
potential as church women?

As church women we must strive to extend our influence
as Christians to all phases of life —social, political, economic
and spiritual. Our scope of influence must broaden in
order to meet the challenges of the day. Our work in
o u r l o c a l c h u r c h i s i m p o r t a n t , b u t w e m u s t j o i n f o r c e s
with the church women of other synods and denominations
so that we can do together the work that we cannot do alone.

The purpose of this organization shall be:
1 . To p r o m o t e e d u c a t i o n a n d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g

foreign and home missions.
2. To aid spiritually and financially such projects and

causes as are in harmony with the policies of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church, as the Women’s Mission So¬
ciety, by convention or board action, may select as worthy
o f c o n c e r n a n d s u p p o r t .

3 . To c o - o r d i n a t e t h e c o m m o n e f f o r t s o f a l l m e m b e r
organizations.

Through the United Church Women of America ten
million women have joined forces and are vigorously and
effectively contributing to the solution of social and political
problems on local, state and national levels. WMS is a
denominational member of this great organization, which
is becoming world renowned.The decis ion to revise the const i tut ion was made after

it was learned through responses to aquestionnaire sent
to all the groups in 1955 that more organization was de¬
sired. Whereas individual memberships had been used here¬
tofore, as well as automatic membership, it was now decided
to organize as member groups and use these as contact
points for the individual members. Most of the 115 or¬
ganized women’s groups have now voted to support the
r e v i s e d c o n s t i t u t i o n .

Methods of organized groups have changed. Our mem¬
bership felt that WMS had reached apoint where methods
used successfully in other groups might be adopted for
our group. We are still in aperiod of transition. We have

needs to be met in order to continue to develop and

The proposed merger of our synod with the United
Lutheran Church of America, the Augustana Lutheran
Church and the Suomi synod would unavoidably affect the
future of WMS. It is because of this possible merger that

mus t seek w i t h a l l ou r r esou rces t o s t r eng then ou r
Women’s Mission Society so that we will be ready for the

W e m u s t b e

w e

challenge that this merger would bring,
strongly organized and function as efficiently as the church
w o m e n o f t h e s e o t h e r s y n o d s . I f w e m e r g e , w e m u s t
all be ready to accept our responsibilities as apart of the

organization. It is only through active participation
that we can preserve the heritage of the past 50 years.
n e w

m a n y
become dynamic and effective in our purpose as an or¬
ganization of consecrated church women.

Our Six Point Program, adopted by the national board

Let us accept eacli challenge as we meet it and thank
God for the challenges that are ours as members of WMS.
He will give us the courage and wisdom to meet them.
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S T E W A R D S H I P A M O N G T H E S A N T A L W O M E N

by MARY RIBER

>HE LOVELY post-rainy season landscape of October
to January with all its freshness and greenness has
been replaced by adry and dusty scene. The hot

winds have begun to whip across the fields bringing along
a v e r y fi n e d u s t t h a t s e e p s i n e v e r y w h e r e . T h e “ b r a i n
fever’’ bird is crying out the coming of the hot weather. We
missionaries try to ignore his wierd cry, hoping the pleasant
cold season wil l continue just al i t t le longer. We look for¬
ward reluctantly to the hot weather, but the Santals find
i t awelcome re l ie f f rom the co ld days dur ing which they
suffer due to lack of good housing and warm clothing. Now
again they can feel the warmth of the sun which is so
important to their health and general well-being.

The light and warmth of God’s love is anecessity in
the i r l i ves a l so . Jus t as t he sun b r i ngs wa rmth t o t he
body, the Gospel brings another kind of warmth into the
l i v e s o f t h o s e w h o c o m e t o k n o w G o d t h r o u g h H i s S o n , O u r
S a v i o u r . I t i s w o n d e r f u l t o s e e h o w t h e w a r m t h o f G o d ’ s
love can penetrate the cold fears of tlie old Santal animistic
religion, and light up souls of apeople who for generations
have been kept in darkness with minds locked in super¬
stition. Having lost contact with the God that created them,
their only means of security against the hardships and evils
of this life is to appease the “evil spirits” that forever haunt

Such beliefs may well seem childish, distant, and
perhaps stupid, to our generation in the Western world, but
for millions of human beings here, it is still as modern as
the latest bal l ist ic missi le or atomic development. Through
Christ we have been freed to see this life as God intends it
to be seen. To recognize that we are guilty of transgressing
God’s will, and to know that His Son was sent to free us
of the consequences is bound to make for change. Time
and again we have seen this change come about in Santal
individuals, and I’m thinking not only in terms of the out¬
ward appearance of their homes and villages. Coming to
know the Santals in general as arace, and many of them
individually, what Jesus means to them and what adifference
this makes on the community as awhole is something
about which we, as your representatives, have written far
t o o l i t t l e .

The importance and power of prayer for example, is
very natural thing for the Santals to understand. Jesus

is their friend. How can we call Jesus atrue friend if we
don’t talk to Him and ask Him for guidance? One dear
lady Iknow put it this way when she

asked to comment on the quest ion
of what we should do when tempted by

T h a t i s n o t a p r o b l e m f o r
b e c a u s e I h a v e J e s u s ,

is added together the sum total becomes astonishingly high
- - m u c h m o r e t h a n o n e w o u l d fi r s t i m a g i n e . T h e w o m a n
w h o f a i t h f u l l y s e t s a s i d e t h i s o f f e r i n g w i l l b r i n g a b o u t o n e
pound of r ice per week. The purpose of doing th is then
is two- Io ld . F i rs t l y, we a l l know how easy i t somet imes
is to go through the whole day without turning our hearts
t o w a r d G o d . S e t t i n g a s i d e t h i s s m a l l o f f e r i n g s e r v e s a s
a r e m i n d e r f o r p r a y e r . S e c o n d l y , t h i s h a s b e e n f o u n d t o
be asimple but effective way of gathering necessary funds
f o r t h e c h u r c h . I n e a c h v i l i a g e o n e w o m a n h a s b e e n c h o s e n
to iead the Fr iday meetings. On one of the last days of
t h e m o n t h e a c h c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s a m e e t i n g w h e r e t h e
pastor, elders and these “Bible women” discuss and plan
the church ’s work . The r ice co l lec ted in each v i l lage is
brought on that day and eventually sold. This rather unique
w a y o f e n c o u r a g i n g s t e w a r d s h i p a m o n g t h e w o m e n i s p a t ¬
terned a f ter acustom f rom the i r p re-Chr is t ian days. I t i s
t h e p r a c t i c e o f t h e h e a t h e n t o g i v e r i c e a n d o t h e r f o o d ¬
stuffs to the gods in order to please and keep them from
b r i n g i n g s i c k n e s s o r o t h e r t r o u b l e s i n t o t h e h o u s e h o l d . T h e
meaning of Christ ian giving is therefore an important part
o f p r e - b a p t i s m i n s t r u c t i o n . B e c a u s e G o d fi r s t l o v e d u s ,
w e n o w r e t u r n t h a n k s a n d g i v e t o H i m , t h a t s a l v a t i o n
through Jesus Christ may reach the hearts of all who have
n o t y e t h e a r d o r a c c e p t e d i t .

As in Amer ica, work done by the women is very im¬
p o r t a n t a n d i n d e e d v i t a l t o t h e l i f e o f t h e c h u r c h . T h e
g o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i a h a s , h o w e v e r , j u s t l y c l a s s i fi e d t h e
S a n t a l s a s a B a c k w a r d T r i b e w h o a r e i n n e e d o f s p e c i a l
p r o t e c t i o n a n d c a r e . T h i s a p p l i e s a l s o t o t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y
o f o u r C h r i s t i a n S a n t a l s . M o s t o f t h e m a r e s t i l l i l l i t e r a t e

a n d p o o r . T h e m e n a r e f a r m e r s — b u t n o t g o o d f a r m e r s .
T h e y m u c h p r e f e r t o h u n t , fi s h o r j u s t s i t a r o u n d , r a t h e r
t h a n w o r k t h e i r fi e l d s p r o p e r l y . I fi n d t h e w o m e n m o r e
stable and re l iab le when i t comes to carry ing fami ly re¬
spons ib i l i t i es . The fam i l y i s t o ag rea t ex ten t dependen t
u p o n t h e w o m e n i n t h e h o u s e h o l d f o r r i c e c u l t i v a t i o n . T h e
economic stabil i ty of afamily is often more seriously upset
w h e n t h e w i f e d i e s b e f o r e t h e h u s b a n d . W o m e n a r e b e t t e r
church-goers, Sunday School teachers, and of course it is
t h e m o t h e r i n t h e h o u s e w h o s e e s t o i t t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n

are sent off to school, Sunday School, confirmation classes,
e t c . I n c i d e n t a l l y , y o u m a y b e i n t e r e s t e d t o k n o w t h a t o u r
women provide asubstantial shai’e of the local congregational

b u d g e t s . ( S o i n m a n y r e s p e c t s t h e s i t u a ¬
t i o n i s n o t t o o d i f f e r e n t f r o m e l s e w h e r e ,
i s i t l a d i e s ? ) O u r S a n t a l w o m e n - f o l k
have , however, a long h is to ry o f soc ia l
i n e q u a l i t y i n a s o c i e t y a l r e a d y l a c k i n g
m u c h f r o m e v e r y p o i n t o f v i e w. T h e y
need sp i r i tua l gu idance and t ra in ing to
b r i n g t h e m i n t o a f u l l e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g
of Christ’s teachings and His way of life.

W e , a s a f a m i l y , a r e t h a n k f u l f o r t h e
oppor tun i t i es th i s l i f e has g iven us to
s e r v e t h e M a s t e r a s m i s s i o n a r i e s t o o u r
S a n t a l C h u r c h . I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k

e a c l i a n d e v e r y o n e o f y o u p e r s o n a l l y ,
a n d a l s o o n b e h a l f o f t h e w o m e n i n o u r

C h u r c l i i n I n d i a , f o r t h e p r a y e r s t h a t s u s ¬
t a i n t h e w o r k g o i n g o n h e r e . W e i n I n d i a
naed this bond of fellowship, and we pray
t h a t y o u t o o a r e m a n y t i m e s b l e s s e d
t h r o u g h t h e w o r k y o u a r e d o i n g f o r t h e
C h u r c h a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d .

Isa iah 9 :2 . “The peop le that wa lked
in darkness have seen agreat light; they
t h a t d w e l t i n t h e l a n d o f t h e s h a d o w o f
death, upon them hath the light shined.”

T

t h e m .

a

w a s

t h e d e v i l ,

me,” she said,
my friend, in my heart, and when the
devil comes knocking on the door of

h e a r t I a s k J e s u s t o g o s e e w h o
W h e n t h e d e v i l s e e s J e s u s

● > ^ . .
( (

m y
h a s c o m e ,
at the door, he is so frightened, he runs
away immediately.”

One interesting way the Santal women
are working to serve God in their com¬
munities is through their weekly women’s
meetings. In our area the women gather
in the i r v i l lages every Fr iday forenoon
to hear God’s Word, pray together, and
to give their weekly rice offering for
the church. Twice aday, as the mother
preparas the noon and evening meals,
she sets aside in aspecial bag or basket
o n e s m a l l h a n d f u l o f u n c o o k e d r i c e a n d
o f f e r s ap raye r o f t hanksg i v i ng t o God
t h e P r o v i d e r . W h e n t h e r i c e f r o m a l l

the Christian homes in the many viilages
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O u r W M S T r e a s u r e r F i n d s M u c h
That IS Interesting in the

F A C T S A N D F I G U R E S F R O M F I F T Y Y E A R S

b y E L A N I E L S E N
F o r d s , N e w J e r s e y

“ We b e l i e v e a n d d o ” h a s b e e n u s e d
o n e o f t h e 5 0 t h J u b i l e e s l o g a n s

f o r W M S . O n e o f t h e m o s t p o s i t i v e
means of determining what we did be¬
lieve, and what we have done, is a
comprehensive study of the financial
p i c t u r e o f t h e
Society as it has functioned for half
acentury. The women who have held
the position of treasurer during these
50 years are few in number. Their
n a m e s a n d t e r m s o f o f fi c e a r e a s
fo l l ows : Mrs . W. N . Hos t rup , 1908 -

1928; Mrs. Seeley Knudstrup, 1928-1937; Mrs. Ottar Jor¬
gensen, 1937-1943; Mrs. C. B. Jensen, 1943-1950; Mrs. Axel
Kildegaard, 1950-1954; Mrs. Ove Nielsen, 1954-1958.

In studying the treasurer’s reports of these 50 years
many interesting matters come to light. One of the most
interesting items is the list of contributors in the very first
year of organization. We must remember that “Danske
Kvinders Missionsfond” had its conception at the Synodical
convention of 1908. In those days attendance at Synodical
conventions was not as common as it is now, and so we

from the l is t o f cont r ibutors that the bas ic idea

In this category we have the fol lowing:
District I—St. Ansgars, Boston, Mass.; Bethesda, Newark,

N . J . ; T r i n i t y , B r o n x , N . Y.
District II—Congregations at Greenville, Juhl and Steph¬

e n s o n , M i c h .

D i s t r i c t I I I — S t . S t e p h e n ’ s , C h i c a g o ; a n d R a c i n e , W i s .
District IV—^Waterloo, Cedarloo, Iowa; and mission work

a t N o r t h C e d a r , I o w a .
D i s t r i c t V — V a n c o u v e r , D a l u m , i n C a n a d a ; L a r i m o r e ,

N. D.; Minneapolis and Circle Pines in Minnesota; and West
Denmark, Wis .

D i s t r i c t V I I—Hay Sp r i ngs , Davey, Omaha , Rosenbo rg
a n d N y s t e d , N e b r. ; G r a n l y, M i s s . ; a n d B r u s h , C o l o .

D i s t r i c t V I I I — P a s a d e n a a n d L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f .
District IX—Seattle, Tacoma, Wilbur, Enumclaw and Bal¬

l a r d , W a s h i n g t o n .

Special assistance has been given in t imes of need to
congregat ions. The par t icu lar t ime that is outs tand ing in
my own memory was the establ ishment of an Al tar Fund
for the Danevang, Texas, congregat ion af ter the i r church
was destroyed by ahurricane in 1945. $1,252 was sent in
lor this cause. The Women’s Mission Society also purchased
t h e c h u r c h b e l l f o r L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C h u r c h i n D e s M o i n e s
a t acos t o f $1 ,350 .00 .

G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e a n d S e m i n a r y a l w a y s w a s , a n d
c o n t i n u e s t o b e , o n e o f t h e m a i n i n t e r e s t s o f t h e w o m e n
of our Synod. Very l ikely the reason for this is that most
o f us have had contac t in one way or another w i th the
college, or if in no other way we have come to know about
it through our local pastors, since most of them have had
the i r t ra in ing a t the seminary. That our in terest is great
is evidenced by the number of special projects which have
r e v o l v e d a r o u n d o n e f a c e t o r a n o t h e r o f l i f e a t G r a n d V i e w.
F r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g t h e Wo m e n ’s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y
has g iven a id to seminary students in the form of funds
toward travel expenses at ordination time, the purchase of
robes, student loans from the endowment fund which existed
for anumber of years, and special scholarships to students
to he lp them a t tend con fe rences f rom wh ich i t was fe l t
they would benefit. In 1926 there was even aspecial grant
o f $400 fo r the “Advanced S tudy fo r Pas to rs i n Dan ish
C h u r c h W o r k . ” I n t h e y e a r s 1 9 4 6 - 1 9 5 0 , m o r e t h a n $ 9 , 0 0 0
was given toward the furnishing of the new Gir ls ’ Dormi¬
tory a t GVC. Fo l low ing th is p ro jec t in 1950-51, was the
r e n o v a t i o n o f t h e l e c t u r e h a l l a t G r a n d V i e w . I n 1 9 5 1 - 5 2
funds were gathered to make possible the publishing of a
co l l ec t i on o f t rans la t i on o f songs by S . D . Rodho lm. In
the fol lowing year i t became necessary to do agood deal
of work to make the boys’ dormi tory more habi tab le and
the Women’s Miss ion Soc ie ty came through again wi th a
sizable gilt. In 1954 it was decided to make aconcentrated
e f fo r t th roughout the synod fo r funds w i th wh ich to im¬
prove the Seminary fac i l i t ies at Grand View Col lege, and
the WMS, under the leadership of Ida Egede, pledged $5,000
toward this project. With the pledge of $5,000 it was pos¬
s i b l e f o r t h e S e m i n a r y t o p u r c h a s e w h a t h a d b e e n t h e Yo u n g
People ’s Home in Des Moines. I t lay immediate ly across
t h e s t r e e t f r o m t h e c o l l e g e , a n d w a s c o n v e r t e d i n t o a p a r t ¬
m e n t s f o r S e m i n a r y s t u d e n t s , m a n y o f w h o m w e r e m a r r i e d
and had fami l ies . The cost o f the home, o f course, was
much more than $5,000, but the knowledge that the money
w a s f o r t h c o m i n g m a d e t h e p r o j e c t p o s s i b l e . O u r p r e s e n t
project which concerns the college is the purchase of new
beds for the girls’ dormitory. To date $2,100 of the $3,600
n e e d e d h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d a n d i t i s w i t h p l e a s u r e t h a t w e
can report the .purchase and installation of the beds.

A m o n g t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d m i s s i o n s t h a t h a v e r e c e i v e d
(Con t i nued on Page 15 )

a s

W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n

c a n s e e

behind D.K.M. filled awidespread need of the women of the
church to take hold and do something on their own. Con¬
tributions were received from the following places through¬
o u t t h e c o u n t r y :

Dist r ic t I—Keyport , N. J .
District II—Manistee, Ashland, Trufant, Ludington, Me¬

nominee, and Grayling, all in Michigan.
District III—St. Stephen’s and Trinity churches in Chi¬

cago, Illinois.
District IV—Cedar Falls, Hampton, Des Moines, Kim-

ballton, Newell and Waterloo, all in Iowa.
Distr ic t V—West Denmark, Wis. , Larr imore, N. D. , and

Dagmar, Montana.
District VI—Tyler, Lake Benton, Ruthton, Moorhead and

H u t c h i n s o n , M i n n e s o t a .
Distr ict VH—Marquette, Nebraska and Danevang, Texas.
District VIII—Oleander-Easton, Parlier-Selma and Salinas,

C a l i f o r n i a .

D i s t r i c t I X — P o r t l a n d a n d J u n c t i o n C i t y, O r e g o n , a n d
Bal lard, Wilbur and Enumclaw, Washington.

We find also, in this first l ist of contributors, that Dis¬
t r i c t s I I and IV were the d i s t r i c t s i n wh ich the i n te res t
fo r D.K.M. was h igh . The in te res t has he ld and we find
in aperusal of the financial statements that Districts II
and IV have been outs tand ing in the i r cont r ibu t ions and
efforts for the success of the organization.

The prime interests of the women who founded “Dansk
K v i n d e r s M i s s i o n s f o n d ” w e r e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f n e w
c h u r c h e s a n d a i d t o G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e a n d S e m i n a r y .
These in terests have remained h igh in the hear ts o f the
women o f t he synod as the work has been ca r r i ed on .
The in te res t in Home Miss ions , so to .speak, was charac ter ized
in the ear ly years by s t rong suppor t o f what was known
a s t h e C a n a d a M i s s i o n . D . K . M . w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l i n p r o ¬
viding an automobile for tlie use of (he .pastor at Canwood,
Saskatchewan, in Dist r ic t V. Over $900 was provided to¬
ward th i s p ro jec t a lone , and agood dea l o f money was
sen t t o keep the work go ing the i ' o , as we l l as seve ra l
c o n t r i b u t i o n s s e n t t o P a s t o r P e t e r R a s m u s s e n a t D a l u m ,
Canada, for the needy in that community.

Many congregations have had ahelping hand from WM.S
as Ihey were building anew church or parsonage, or were
revi ta l iz ing their local work wi th remodel ing projects.
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Congratulations to the Women’s Mission
Society Golden Jubilee
by DR. ALFRED JENSEN

P r e s i d e n t o f A E L C

God Loves Willing Workers
by MRS. MARY SEELEY KNUDSTRUP

H o n o r a r y P r e s i d e n t o f W M S

O M E T I M E A G O o u r J u b i l e e E d i t o r w r o t e a n d a s k e d

m e t o w r i t e a s h o r t a r t i c l e f o r o u r J u b i l e e i s s u e o f

LUTHERAN TIDINGS; to wri te something that would
not be laid aside and forgotten. This seemed to be abig
order. I t d id, however, g ive me alot of food for thought.
I t seems my thoughts o f WMS cou ld fi l l abook; a l l tha t
Ihave relived thinking back of the many happenings during
t h e fi f t y y e a r s .

F ina l iy the quest ion came, “What have Idone to he lp
c a r r y o u t t h e w o r k a f e w w o m e n s t a r t e d t o d o t o h e l p
where help was needed in our Synod and to try to make
our people more mission-minded?” This seemed very im¬
por tan t to me. The a im was no t on ly to co l lec t money,
b u t t o k n o w w h a t t h e m o n e y w a s f o r a n d h o w i t w a s t o
be used, to share the responsibil ity of being aChristian in
m o r e t h a n n a m e a l o n e . I h a d v e r y l i t t l e t o o f f e r , b u t w a s
w i l l i n g t o t r y. C h r i s t s a i d , “ I f w e h a v e t h e f a i t h o f a
m u s t a r d s e e d , w e c a n m o v e m o u n t a i n s . ” I n e v e r d o u b t e d
that God’s plan would be carried out, even with poor tools.

Ihad learned early in l i fe to ask God to lead me, and
this is my prayer now, to use my small talent In His service.
Only He knows how far my efforts have reached. The credit
all belongs to Him.

T h i s t h e n i s w h a t I w o u l d l i k e t o p a s s o n t o b e r e m e m ¬
bered. My tools have been Fai th, Prayer and Work. God
loves willing workers, and is agood paymaster. You receive
many times more than you give.

In closing, my heartfelt “thank you” and appreciation to
a l l t h e fi n e w o m e n w h o h a v e w o r k e d s o f a i t h f u l l y t h e s e
many years and have enriched my life with their friendship.
God b less a l l o f you .

sTIS APRIVILEGE to be permitted to extend congratula¬
tions to the Women’s Mission Society on behalf of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church for fifty fruit¬

ful years of fellowship and service in the kingdom of God.
Sincere appreciation and thanks follow this congratulation,
not only for the many large material gifts and donations
to the various causes chosen for support by the WMS but
for the spirit of love and concern in which these gifts have
b e e n e x t e n d e d .

It would be altogether wrong to think that the material
aid contributed by the WMS during these fifty years repre¬
sented the greatest value. Large and helpful as these
material benefits have been, they do not compare to the
value of the devotion, interest and commitment, the under¬
standing and loyalty nourished by prayer and faith with
which these mater ia l cont r ibut ions were accompanied on
the part of the members of the WMS. These have under¬
girded our synodical mission goals far beyond the immediate
achievement ev idenced through the WMS program.

I

The synod and the WMS can be likened to husband and
The WMS is to the synod what agood w i fe i s to

I t i s f o r
w i f e ,
her husband and his work in any good home,
this complete identification with the objectives of the synod,
for the cooperation and partnership, that Iextend thanks
to the WMS on this joyous occasion. The WMS_ is always
looking for opportunities to share the burden, lighten the
load and hasten the success of the synodical causes chosen
f o r i t s s u p p o r t .

The first president of the WMS (then, of course, called
Danske Kvinders Missionsfond) undoubtedly influenced the
shape and character of the structure and function of the
WMS more than any other person among its leaders over
the years. Certain characteristics have remained with the
WMS until this day. Among these the most important _in
my estimation is the broad aspect of the interest in mission
practiced by the WMS. Both home and foreign mission
(Santal Mission) are cared for and come within the concern
and support of the WMS. But even broader yet, the WMS
promotes the educational mission of Grand View College
as well as it contributes liberally to Grand View Seminary.
Avery important item to all the graduating students of
the Seminary has been the cash gift received from the
WMS on their ordination day. It is safe to say that hardly
agood and needy cause In the synod has lacked the support
o f t h e W M S .

The founders of WMS had little faith in organization.
Aminimum of organizational conduct was in order,

steady growth of interest and support was noticed. Some¬
how, the conviction .persisted that if someone loved aworthy

and witnessed to this love others would join in support.
It was this personal way of witnessing that gave the results
for which we today express sincere appreciation.

The WMS has now adopted aconstitution and by-laws
and is determined to increase its scope of interest as well
a s s u p p o r t ,
aspects characterizing the work of WMS will be lost but
that its newly perfected conventional setup will give added
strength and firmness. Iam convinced that the main
trength of the WMS will always be the degree of sincerity

w i t h w h i c h i t c o m m i t s i t s e l f t o i t s t a s k .

such honor at one time or another this year. Nevertheless,
Karoline Kjplhede, Mrs. W. N. Hostrup and Mrs. Mary Seeley
Knudstrup Ibelieve were among the pioneers in the move¬
ment which resu l ted in the WMS. Karo l ine Kjo lhede was
its first president and for 29 years guided its destiny with
afirm, yet kind and generous hand. Mrs. Hostrup was
for many years its treasurer and Mrs. Knudstrup likewise
for years its treasurer and for many more years its president
and honorary president. When these lines are published
she will have passed her ninetieth birthday. The WMS owes
much to these pioneers as wel l as to al l i ts leaders and
through their labors the synod has been manifoldly blessed.
W e w i l l r e v e r e m e m o r i e s o f t h o s e w h o h a v e g o n e o n b e f o r e
us and show our appreciat ion and affect ion to those who
a r e s t i l l w i t h u s .

No leader w'ou ld be such except for h is fo l lowers, o f
course, but God did choose to cal l many others to fol low
these leaders through their words of love and compassion.
The Synod is deeply grateful to God for all of these, leaders

wel l as the host of cooperat ing part ic ipants, and i t is
hoped and expected that their good work wiil continue into
t h e f u t u r e .

May God richiy bless WMS and continue to guide and
inspire its membei's to grow in service to His kingdom.

Y e t

a

c a u s e

a s

I t is to be hoped that none of the personal

iGull|pran Siiiinga -published by the American
E VA N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H
Office of Publication: Lutheran Tidings, Askov, Minnesota.
POSTMASTER: Send Forms 3597 to ASKOV, MINNESOTA,
Editor: Rev. Verner Hansen, 4260 Third Ave., Los Angeles 8, Calif.
Circulation Manager: Svend Petersen, Askov, Minnesota.

M e m b e r o f A s s o c i a t e d C h u r c h P r e s s

S u b s c r i p t i o n p r i c e : 1 y e a r , $ 1 . 2 5 ;

Published semi-monthly on the 5th and 20th of each month. Entered
as second class matter September 16. 1942, at the post office at Askov.
Minneso ta , under the ac t o f March 3 . 1879 .

. s

It is dangerous to mention names in amessage of greeting
of this kind, especially when it is remembered that all officers
and leaders of the WMS, past as well as present, have given
exce l len t se rv ice and a re equa l i y wor thy o f recogn i t i on .
But it seems impossible not to mention the three leaders
f rom the ea r l i es t t imes in the h i s to ry o f the WMS. Iam
sure these and all others to whom honor is due will receive

2 y e a r s , $ 2 . 2 5
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WMS Through Fifty Years
by IDA EGEDE

H a m p t o n , I o w a

F o r t w e n t y - n i n e y e a r s t h e p i o n e e r
w o m e n o f o u r s y n o d h a d b e e n c a r r y i n g
o n t h e i r o w n m i s s i o n w o r k w h e n I

became acqua in ted w i th i t a round 1936.
A t t h e c o n v e n t i o n h e l d a t K i m b a l l t o n ,
I o w a , t h a t y e a r I w a s a s k e d t o b e s e c ¬
r e t a r y . I w a s n o t e l e c t e d ; t h e y d i d
not have business meetings with re¬
p o r t s , e l e c t i o n s , e t c . , i n t h o s e d a y s . I
w a s j u s t a s k e d b y M r s . K j o l h e d e i f I
would be willing to serve as secretary.
I a g r e e d ; b u t w h e n I a s k e d f o r t h e
s e c r e t a r y ’ s b o o k , I w a s t o l d t h a t t h e y

d id no t have one , they d id no t be l i eve i n too much o rgan iza¬
tion, but liked to do their work in afree and informal way.
However Iwas not to worry about that; all Ihad to do was
t o p r o m o t e t h e w o r k b y w r i t i n g a l i t t l e a b o u t i t i n “ D a n n e -
v i r k e ” o r “ K i r k e l i g S a m l e r , ” a n d s o m e t i m e s w r i t e a f e w
l e t t e r s f o r t h e p r e s i d e n t , a n d t o v o t e o n t h e g i f t s t o b e
given out to needy causes and missions.

Ihad been brought up in the State Church of Denmark
and knew very l i t t le about do ing miss ion work , so Iwas
not much he lp , I know; bu t a f te r th ink ing about my new
job for afew months and real iz ing that at the next synod
convention the mission group would be 30 years old, Isug¬
g e s t e d t h a t w e s t a r t t h e n e w d e c a d e b y h a v i n g a s e c r e t a r y ’ s
b o o k a n d k e e p r e c o r d s . S o a b o o k w a s b o u g h t a n d s t a r t e d
w i t h a s h o r t h i s t o r y o f t h e g o o d w o r k w h i c h h a d b e e n d o n e
during the 30 years.

B u t t h a t y e a r t h e r e w a s a m u c h b i g g e r c h a n g e ; M r s .
K j o l h e d e r e s i g n e d . S h e w a s n o t w e l l , a n d i n D e c e m b e r
o f 1938 she d ied . Bes ides be ing a force fu l p res ident fo r
29 years, she had also been edi tor of “Danske Kvinders
Miss ionsfonds Aarbog, ” (yearbook) s tar ted in 1919. Th is ,
however, had been discontinued in 1937. To take the place
of the yearbook we la ter got our Women’s Page in LU¬
THERAN TIDINGS, ed i ted by Mrs . Ernes t N ie lsen.

The mee t i ng a t Askov, M inn . , i n 1937 e lec ted t o t he boa rd
the fi rs t women born in th is count ry, namely Mrs . Ot ta r
Jorgensen, Mrs. Ari ld Olsen and Mrs. Ernest Nielsen. The
f o l l o w i n g y e a r s w e w o r k e d t o g e t m i s s i o n g r o u p s s t a r t e d
in our congregations, and also for more organization, such
a s h a v i n g D i s t r i c t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a n d a w o m e n ’ s m e e t i n g
a t D i s t r i c t C o n v e n t i o n s .

The last meeting conducted in the Danish language was
a t C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a , i n 1 9 4 0 . M r s . K n u d s t r u p , w h o h a d
been president since Mrs. Kjolhede resigned, was at that
t ime succeeded by Mrs . S tub . Mrs . Knuds t rup rema ined
with us as Honorary President and has helped us much.

At the meeting at Troy, N. Y., in 1941 we still sang our
t h e m e s o n g , “ H e r r e , j e g v i l g e r n e t j e n e , ” b u t w i t h t h e
Engl ish words, “Lord Iwish to be Thy servant.” That year
w e a l s o v o t e d t o c h a n g e t h e n a m e f r o m “ D a n s k e K v i n d e r s
M i s s i o n s f o n d ” t o “ W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y . ” M r s . J o h s .
K n u d s e n w r o t e t h e l a s t D a n i s h y e a r l y r e p o r t , a n d M r s .
S v e n d K j a e r w r o t e t h e fi r s t i n E n g l i s h . M r s . E l m e r N e s s
o f M a n i s t e e , M i c h . , w a s t h e fi r s t p r e s i d e n t o f W M S w h o
w a s b o r n a n d r a i s e d i n o u r c h u r c h . S h e w a s e l e c t e d i n
M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n . , i n 1 9 4 3 .

As Isat at the meeting at Ringsted last year (1957) and
listened to and voted on the big new constitution of WMS,
Icould not help thinking of all the changes during the last
twenty years. But Icould also .see and hear that what these
young women of today wanted was just what the women
wanted fifty years ago, and just what we said twenty years
ago: “Lord, we wish to be Thy servants.”

I t w a s s o m e t h i n g g r e a t w h e n t h a t
s m a l l g r o u p o f w o m e n m e t w i t h t w o o f
t h e i r p a s t o r s i n H u m b o l d t P a r k i n
C h i c a g o o n J u n e 1 3 , 1 9 0 8 , d u r i n g
.Synodical Convention for the beginning
o f o u r c h u r c h w o m e n ’ s w o r k i n t h e
Synod had now been made! Why did
l l i e y m e e t ? T h e r e w a s a l o n g i n g i n
the i r own l i ea r t s as they fe l t t he re
was in the hearts of many women of
their day, to try to do together what
o n e c a n n o t d o a l o n e .

The set of ru les they made were
not only to the point and c lear, but
challenging. Their aim was three pronged;

1. To culti%'ate alove for missions in our church.

2. To know and proclaim the blessings derived from
belonging to aChristian fellowship.

3. To aid young pastors and small congregations in their
e f f o r t s t o s e r v e m a n k i n d .

they were intensely

For fifty golden years the women of our church, through
Ladies’ Aid, mission groups, and by individual efforts, have
endeavored to meet these high aims in our Women’s Mission
S o c i e t y. From Canada to Te.xas, from coast to coast, in
Home Missions and in Foreign Missions, our Santal Mission
in particular, and in suffering war torn lands, our church
women have reached out with help through the arm of
WMS. And who shall judge the true value of this service?
Only He who touches our hearts and guides our way.

It has been said that living is like driving an automobile.
You keep your eye on the road ahead, but now and then
you g lance in the rear v iew mi r ror. L i fe is both fo rward
and backward looking, and i t behooves us now and then
to watch the i -ear v iew mi r ro r as we look ahead,
tomorrow in WMS can be r icher and nobler as we come
t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t w e s e e i n t h e m i r r o r w h i c h r e fl e c t s
the faithfulness of our founders as they dedicated them¬
selves to help according to abiiity where help was needed,
i n a l l t h e m i s s i o n w o r k o f t h e c h u r c h .

O u r

It is part of our heritage that God gave us these women
fifty years ago, gifted for leadership and with an awareness
of the potent ia l i t ies o f church women when ta lents , love
and energy are guided into worthwhile channels for service.

We sa lu te the Women’s Miss ion Soc ie ty o f AELC, i t s
board and a l l the members on th is Go lden Ann iversary !
May we journey on together with banners unfurled looking
t o t h e D a y a h e a d .

So, as we face the future, we shali proceed with renewed
spir i t , humbly asking to be forg iven for our fa i lures, and
s t r i v ing in s incer i t y and w i th concern fo r the we l fa re o f
our fel low man. Most of al l , may we with thankful hearts
for al l His tender mercies, serve our Father in Heaven in
al l we do in our Women’s Mission Society, in this Jubilee
Year and in all the years to come.
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A P a s t o r ’ s W i f e S t u d i e s H e r B i b l e
a n d W r i t e s A b o u t

CHRISTIAN WOMEN IN HOME, CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
b y M R S . T H Y R A F. H A N S E N

M u s k e g o n , I M i c l i i g a i i

she went r ight on being faithful in her worship, kind and
loving and humble, and thus won the love and admiration
of her daughters- in- law not only for hersel f , but certainly
in the case of Ruth, for her Lord as wel l .

So in t ime God’s purpose was accomplished. Ruth was
ready in God’s sight to pei-form her mission. Perhaps God
permitted the sons to die to hasten the departure. Iwonder
if Naomi didn’t regret the tragedies of her life in Moab as a
punishment f rom God for having lef t Judea. So often we
are prone to misinterpret God’s ways. We chafe and grumble,
even reproach God, when we encounter hardship and suf¬
fering, instead of seeking to find God’s purpose in it. But
whether or not she regarded tragedy as punishment, Naomi
met it prayerfully and courageously, inspiring others to do
l i k e w i s e . B u t e v e n t h e m o s t c o u r a g e o u s y e a r n f o r u n d e r ¬
s t a n d i n g a n d s u p p o r t . W h a t j o y i t m u s t h a v e b r o u g h t t o
N a o m i ’ s s o r r o w i n g h e a r t w h e n R u t h e x c l a i m e d : “ E n t r e a t
m e n o t t o l e a v e y o u o r t o r e t u r n f r o m f o l l o w i n g y o u ; f o r
w h e r e y o u g o I w i l l g o ; a n d w h e r e y o u l o d g e I w i l l l o d g e ;
your people shall be my people; and your God, my God.”

W h a t a c h a l l e n g e h e r l i f e i s t o C h r i s t i a n w o m e n t o d a y
to so l ive that o thers are thereby insp i red to fo l low the
Christ they claim as their Savior!

Lydia, the first Christian convert in Europe, l ike Naomi,
was left awidow in astrange and heathen land, namely Mace¬
d o n i a . S h e h a d s o m e h o w c o m e i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h J u d a i s m ,
h a d e m b r a c e d t h a t f a i t h , a n d o b s e r v e d i t s c e r e m o n i e s a n d
requirements. She remembered the Sabbath; she prayed;
ye t she yearned fo r adeeper exper ience o f God ’s l ove .

H a v e y o u e v e r f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d w h a t i t c o s t L y d i a t o
do this? She was aprominent business woman in Phil ippi,
a d e a l e r i n c o s t l y d y e s , a n d w h a t r i d i c u l e s h e m u s t h a v e s u b ¬
j e c t e d h e r s e l f t o f r o m h e r b u s i n e s s a s s o c i a t e s . O n e c a n
almost hear them say: “That’s awoman for you. No sense
of business. Closing shop to go out to the river to pray with
some foo l i sh women eve ry day they ca l l Sabba th . How
f o o l i s h ! ”

But i f Lydia had kept her shop open on that Sabbath,
the day Pau l and h i s f r i ends jo ined th i s l i t t l e g roup o f
women, who had gathered at the r iver ’s edge to worship,
she would have missed the greatest experience of her life,
incomparable to any wor ld ly r iches she might ever ga in.
She met the Master! How often folks miss such an experience
because they forget or neglect to keep the Sabbath; or in some
o t h e r w a y f r u s t r a t e G o d ’s p l a n t o h a v e H i s p a t h c r o s s t h e i r s .
Plow often aren’t we responsible for others missing them.
As mothers, i t is our responsib i l i ty not only to carry our
children to the baptismal font, and to accompany them when
they confirm their faith at the altar; it is our responsibil i ty
l i k e w i s e t o l e a d a n d d i r e c t t h e m i n t o t h e l i f e - s t r e a m o f t h e
c h u r c h .

Not only was Lydia present on that Sabbath; her gratitude
for the l i v ing word she rece ived through Paul , p rompted
her to express this in hospital i ty. Less courageous women
would have hesitated to invite aChristian preacher and his
f r i e n d s t o s h a r e h e r h o m e . P a u l a n d h i s f r i e n d s w e r e i n a
h o s t i l e c i t y . W h a t m i g h t i t n o t d o t o h e r b u s i n e s s ? T o
her business associations? Blackmail or boycotting, perhaps.
But Lydia harbors no thought of such possibilities. She has
found what she had been seeking —a“pearl of great price”
and her heart overfiowed with thanksgiving. Her hospital i ty
encompassed not only Paul and his friends; the home of Lydia
cradled the church of Philippi, which became one of the
s t r o n g e s t a n d m o s t g e n e r o u s o f a l l t h e c h u r c h e s S t . P a u l
founded. Lydia, the business-woman, presents quite achal¬
lenge to us as workers in the church.

There are in every church women who earnestly desire
to serve, but who in their modesty feel they aren’t capable
of doing so. Who is there who can’t like Naomi help others
to find the way? Or like Lydia show Christ-like hospitality?

(Con t i nued on Page 8 )
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S T H E W O M E N O F A E L C o b s e r v e t h e c o m p l e t i o n
o f fi f t y y e a r s o f o r g a n i z e d s e r v i c e , fi r s t a s t h e
D.K.M. (Danish Women’s Mission), and since then

the WMS, what would seem more natura l than to t ry
to evaluate the service of the past and to be chal lenged
to greater tasks and greater visions in the future by acloser
look at some of the women of the Bible? It is interesting
t o o b s e r v e t h a t i n a d a y w h e n w o m a n m u s t s u b m i t t o
the dominance of man, she was nevertheless able to exert
an influence wh ich gave her aname in the ear ly anna ls
of God’s people. True some of these serve as an admonition,
because the i r influence was ev i l and ungodly ; but these
are overshadowed by far by those who were godly and who
made apos i t i ve con t r i bu t i on to t he work o f t he chu rch .
It is impossible to discuss or list them all here; but let us
take ac loser look a t a few o f them in an e f fo r t to learn
how we may make amore positive contribution as individual
women as well as through our organization in our homes,
o u r c h u r c h a n d o u r c o m m u n i t y .

To many the name of Naomi of the Old Testament is
a l l bu t un fami l ia r. Yet she was chosen by God to br ing
Ruth into Judea and there to become one in whose lineage
Christ, the Savior, was to be born. Few of us are destined
to become classified among the great in this world; we are
likely to be among those who like Naomi are regarded as
qu i te o rd ina ry. Ye t cou ld we be found to be as wor thy
a s s h e a s h o m e m a k e r a n d m o t h e r , w e s h o u l d h a v e r e a s o n
t o r e j o i c e .

Just as the beauty and radiance of aprecious stone is
brought out by i ts sett ing —in fact, avery mediocre stone
can become lus t rous in awe l l - chosen se t t i ng , so Naomi
b e c a m e t h e s e t t i n g w h i c h c a u s e d R u t h t o b l o s s o m n o t
only into beautiful womanhood, but into adevoted daughter
a n d a b o v e a l l i n t o a d e v o u t f o l l o w e r o f t h e t r u e G o d . W h e r e ¬
in lay the secret of Naomi’s power? In her dauntless faith,
h e r o b e d i e n c e t o G o d a n d h e r l o v e f o r o t h e r s . A s w o m e n ,
we determine to alarge extent the “setting” which will bring
o u t r a d i a n c e a n d b e a u t y o f c h a r a c t e r i n o u r c h i l d r e n —
or destroy this. This is agreat responsibi l i ty and we need
l o o k t o t h e s a m e s o u r c e s f o r p o w e r t o f u l fi l l i t .

When Naomi and he r young husband , E l ime lech , l e f t
J u d e a , i t w a s f o r t h e s a m e r e a s o n t h a t m a n y a n o t h e r y o u n g
couple have sought new fields —to provide better economic
c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , b o r n a n d u n b o r n . T h e m o v e
was defini te ly in tended to be temporary, unt i l the famine
in Judea had abated; but God had other reasons for bring¬
ing them to the land of Boab and for detaining them there.
When El imelech d ied, i t was perhaps because they were
preparing to return, and God’s plan not being fulfilled yet,
the return could not be permitted. Surely they had planned
t o r e t u r n b e f o r e t h e i r s o n s s h o u l d c h o o s e t h e i r w i v e s ; b u t
i t would have been hard for awidow to have gone back,
and no doubt her sons had made friends among the Moabites
w h o m t h e y w e r e r e l u t a n t t o l e a v e . S o t h e l i t t l e f a m i l y
s t a y e d o n a n d b o t h s o n s , w h o t h e m s e l v e s h a d b e e n r a i s e d i n
t h e f a i t h o f I s r a e l , m a r r i e d h e a t h e n M o a b i t e w o m e n .

Here Naomi met areal test —atest not unknown today.
She could have said: “Marry these women, if you will, but
I c a n n o t a c c e p t t h e m . T h e y a r e o f a d i f f e r e n t r a c e a n d
c r e e d . J e h o v a h w o u l d d i s a p p r o v e . ” H o w p r o n e w e s o m e ¬
t imes are to speak for God. She might have done what
mothers since then have been known to do; but thank God
she didn’ t . Her great love impel led her not only to open
her home but her heart to these young wives. Nor did she
say: “Now that you have married my sons, you must adopt
our re l ig ion. ” No; she respected these women whom her
sons had chosen to be their wives, and she respected their
r igh t to be l ieve in what they had been taught . However,

A
a s
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\W0MEN’S RETREAT AT DANEBOD
b y M R S . N A N N A M O R T E N S E N

Ty l e r , I M i n i i e s o t a

OMEN CAN OUTVOTE men by 2,500,000 and have
had the r igh t to vo te s ince 1920. Women own most
of the capital of the United States. Women could

be areal force in our nation if enlightened and interested.
By nature we are designed for homemaking and child-rearing.
L e t n o o n e m i n i m i z e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e s e t a s k s . To b e
“ j us t ahousew i f e ” i s su re l y t o ho l d t he mos t impo r t an t
position on this earth! What if the fate of the world hangs
on the security
later behavior is condit ioned by these early years! Rightly
seen, our responsibi l i ty is terri fying. It requires enlighten¬
ment, matur i ty, understanding and dedicat ion.

Ye t s o m u c h t h a t w e d o i s r o u t i n e . O u r l i v e s a r e f u l l
of dishes, diapers and doilies! Much of what we do requires
no though t and has a tendency to du l l ou r senses . Our
challenges are there and are tremendous, but the fai lures
we make, the ones that really hurt, do not always confront
us at once, but only years later when our chi ldren have
t r o u b l e b e c a u s e w e l a c k e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g . W e h o u s e w i v e s ,
more than any others, need occasionally to be “shook up.”
We need fresh ideas, new challenges, renewed appreciation
of our responsibi l i t ies. Our l ives need to be swept away
by fresh breezes from alarger world of ideas.

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e s e w e r e t h e r e a s o n w e s t a r t e d
W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t a t D a n e b o d . A n d o u r w o m e n h a v a r e ¬
sponded well. Good groups of enthusiastic, eager women
have come to Danebod and re tu rned to the i r homes re f reshed ,
challenged, with deeper understanding and wider interests.
We were given achance to listen and to talk freely in small
groups, of our own problems. We worked with our hands
to fashion simple, beautiful things. We sang and we laughed
and managed, too, to pick up an occasional practical idea
here and there No one went home rested, but it was never
the purpose of Retreat to serve as acall to sleep. We
retreated for afew days from our everyday l ives, from our
daily rounds of small duties, into aworld of ideas and
ideals and inspiration.

This year’s Retreat has been set for June 10 to 13, alovely
t ime on ou r campus . Ca r ry ing the b igges t l oad w i l l be
R e v . H a r a l d P e t e r s e n o f L u c k , W i s c o n s i n , a n d h i s w i f e ,
S a r a l i c e . W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o h a v i n g t h e m w i t h u s . S a r a l i c e ,
quiet and unassuming, has many talents and is awoman
o f r e a l s t a t u r e i n o u r c h u r c h . W e e x p e c t H a r a l d t o l e a d
us se r ious l y i n B ib le s tudy and en te r ta in us h i l a r i ous l y
a t o t h e r t i m e s .

On open ing n igh t , Tuesday, June 10 , Rev, Denz i l A .
Carty, American negro, pastor of St. Philip’s Episcopal
C h u r c h i n S t . P a u l , w i l l s p e a k t o u s o f r a c e r e l a t i o n s ,
sure ly the greatest b lot on our nat ional character. Every
American c i t izen needs to be aware of the magni tude of
t h i s p rob lem. A l l t he wo r l d knows t h i s abou t us be t t e r
than they know anything else concerning us. The following
day there w i l l be achance to d iscuss a l l th i s w i th Rev.
C a r t y i n o u r f o r e n o o n s e s s i o n . H e i s a m e m b e r o f t h e
Minnesota Civil Rights Commission and comes to us highly
recommended by afel low member, Mrs. Eugenie Anderson.

F r o m r a c e r e l a t i o n s w e w i l l g o o n t o t a c k l e e d u c a t i o n
again, ti'ying to assess it in light of the new crisis and the
r e c e n t w a v e o f c r i t i c i s m o f o u r s c h o o l s y s t e m . W h a t a b o u t
t h i s n e w e m p h a s i s o n s c i e n c e ? S h o u l d e v e r y o n e g r a d u a t e
f r o m h i g h s c h o o l e v e n t h o u g h t h e y c a n n o t p a s s ? D o o u r
s t u d e n t s s t u d y h a r d e n o u g h , o r l e a r n e n o u g h ? P l o w d o w e
c o m p a r e w i t h o t h e r l a n d s ? A r e w e t e a c l i i n g t h e t l i r e e
“ T ’s ” ( t y p e w r i t i n g , t a p d a n c i n g a n d t o m f o o l e r y, a s D e a n
Spi lhaus of the Universi ty of Minnesota recent ly charged)
instead of the three “R’s”? Should we teach languages to
children? And so on. This concerns us all, and Dr. Robert
Kel ler, professor of Education at the Universi ty of Minne¬
sota, and Director of University Pligh School wil l lead our

thinking here. Enok Mortensen, too, will speak this year
I f o r a c h a n g e ) , b u t s i n c e I a m m e r e l y h i s w i f e , h e h a s
not in formed me yet what h is top ic wi l l be!

T h e r e w i l l b e a c r a f t p e r i o d . P e r h a p s y o u w i l l w a n t
to s i t under the t rees and whi t t le jmursel f abrooch or a
pa i r o f ea r r i ngs ou t o f ra re woods o r bone . Or maybe
you will want to start getting ready for Christmas by making
Dan ish Chr is tmas ornaments . We hope to have avar ie ty
of things for you to do in this period. Moreover, an exten¬
sion specialist, Mrs. Dorothy Simmons of the University
o f M inneso ta Agr icu l tu ra l Co l lege , w i l l g i ve us p rac t i ca l
he lp fo r ou r da i l y du t ies . And i f i t doesn ’ t ra in a l l the
t ime, we wi l l one day have abreakfast “cook-out” in the
g r o v e b e h i n d t h e c o l l e g e .

O n J u n e 1 3 w e w i l l c e l e b r a t e t h e W M S G o l d e n J u b i l e e .
Emilie Stockholm, WMS president, has promised to be here
and speak to us abou t t he fu tu re o f WMS. We p lan a
b a n q u e t f o r “ R e t r e a t e r s ” a n d l o c a l a n d d i s t r i c t w o m e n .
In the even ing apageant about WMS, wr i t ten by Gunver
Bodaski, will be presented in our church together with other
p r o g r a m n u m b e r s b y l o c a l n e i g h b o r i n g c h u r c h e s . T h i s
should be agreat cl imax for this yeai' ’s Retreat.

Re t rea t has neve r been aWMS p ro j ec t as such , bu t
WMS did contribute financially toward our support the first
year and has always given moral support and encouragement.
Women’s Retreat at Danebod is defini te ly one sect ion of
t h e w o r k o f t h e w o m e n o f o u r c h u r c h . I t i s o u r a i m t o

awaken and inspire those who come here so they may go
h o m e a n d d o b e t t e r j o b s i n t h e i r h o m e s , t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s ,
a n d i n t h e i r c h u r c h e s . I t i s o u r h o p e t h a t m a n y w o m e n
of our clnirch will, as in years past, come and spend these
days wi th us at Danebod. You won’ t regret i t , I ’m sure.
Ask anyone who has been here! Come to Danebod in June!

w

or insecurity —of the small child whose

C h r i s t i a n W o m e n
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )

Or l ike Dorcas give ahelping hand to the needy, not only
in the church but in the community? She, Dorcas, was “full
of good works and almsdeeds which she did.” She gave of
her t ime, her means and her service to make l ife brighter
a n d e a s i e r f o r w i d o w s a n d o r p h a n s . H e r c h a r i t i e s t o o k t h e
s imple and pract ica l fo rm of sewing coats and garments
for the poor. When she died, she was mourned because she
had loved and served them in their hour of need. Quoting
A . J . L u n d h o l m : “ I n d e a t h I s h o u l d l i k e t o b e s u r r o u n d e d
l ike Dorcas by t rue f r iends who wi l l cher ish my memory
because Iwas adisc ip le of the man of Nazareth; because
I s o u g h t t o s a y a w o r d f o r a n d a b o u t H i m , b e c a u s e I h a d
akind word for the weary, ahelping hand for the burdened
w i t h w h o m I s o u g h t t o s h a r e w h a t t h e g o o d L o r d h a d e n ¬
trusted to me to use in His service.” Her story is achallenge
to us to place our lives where they will do the greatest good
for humanity. Which of us can or would say we can’t do
t h i s i f w e p r a y e r f u l l y t r y ?

May wo as individual women of the church and as groups
of women who gather throughout our synod to commemorate
t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e W M S , e v a l u a t e o u r s e l v e s a s w o r k e r s i n
t he chu rch f o r t he f u r t he r i ng o f t he k i ngdom o f Ch r i s t ,
and be chal lenged to greater service and greater vis ions.
And may we through the deepening of our fa i th in Jesus
Christ, our Savior, ahumble obedience to God, and agreater
love for our neighbor, whether he be in our home, or church
or community, sincerely try to live our lives so that they
may be awitness as well as an inspiration —anoble setting
reflecting the glory of God and radiating beauty and happi¬
ness in those whose lives ours touch, as well as in our own.
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b y A X E L C . K I L D E G A A R D
Dean, Grand View Seminary

E A R E I N T H E s e a s o n o f t h e c h u r c h y e a r t h a t
c o n c e r n s i t s e l f w i t h t h e C h u r c h . T h e r e a r e s i x

S u n d a y s a f t e r E a s t e r d u r i n g w h i c h C h r i s t i a n W o r ¬
ship centers about this general theme. The call and com¬
mission of the Church is pointed to in the three-fold ques¬
tioning of Peter by the risen Christ who bids him to “tend
my sheep.” Jesus defines the Church as composed of those
who hear H is vo ice , those who be long to H is flock . He
defines the hope o f those who be long to that flock and
a s s u r e s t h e m o f t h e i r e t e r n a l s e c u r i t y .

T h e t e x t s f o r C h r i s t i a n W o r s h i p d u r i n g t h i s p o s t - E a s t e r
s e a s o n a r e a l l t a k e n f r o m t h e g o s p e l a c c o r d i n g t o S t . J o h n .
It is the longest period of the Church Year that is monopo¬
lized by one gospel account. It might be said that this is
just another way of pointing to the emphasis of the season.
S t . John ’s Gospe l i s i n i t s own un ique way the gospe l
of the Church. The last of the four to be written, it reflects
even more than the other three the life of that community
of wh ich Chr is t i s the head. The emphas is o f these s ix
Sundays moves g radua l l y f rom pos t - resu r rec t ion themes
to those which ant ic ipate the seventh Sunday, Pentecost.
That Sunday, which this year falls on May 25, commemorates
t h e b i r t h o f t h e C h u r c h a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h C h r i s t m a s a n d
Easter is the third great fest ival of Christ ian Worship.

It is perhaps an exaggeration to say that the themes of
t h e s e S u n d a y s g r a d u a l l y s h i f t . T h e r e r e a l l y i s n o d i f f e r e n c e
b e t w e e n a t h e m e t h a t d w e l l s o n t h e r e a l i t y o f t h e r i s e n
Christ and one that concerns the promise of the Holy Spirit.
Both describe the life of the Christian in the holy community,
the Church . I f you have ahymna l w i th the tex ts o f t he
Church Year included, take afew minutes to read through
the texts of these six Sundays at one sitt ing. Read either
o r b o t h t h e fi r s t a n d t h e s e c o n d s e r i e s a n d r e c e i v e t h e r e b y
t h e f u l l i m p a c t o f t h e s e s e l e c t i o n s . M o s t o f o u r c o n g r e g a ¬
t ions are us ing the second ser ies th is year and reading
these a t home w i l l he lp eve ry worsh ipper rece ive more
meaning in his cliurch life. Incidentally, the custom of read¬
ing the text for the coming Sunday at home was practiced
m u c h m o r e i n t h e t i m e o f o u r g r a n d p a r e n t s t h a n a t p r e s e n t .
Not only did this custom help those in the pews anticipate
and thus p repare them fo r worsh ip , ava lue wh ich every
teacher wi l l appreciate, but i t a lso helped the pastor. He
k n e w t h a t h e d i d n o t h a v e t o s t a r t f r o m s c r a t c h , b u t t h a t
t h e r e w a s a n e x p e c t a t i o n t o w h i c h h i s w o r d s c o u l d b e
d i r e c t e d . T h i s r e c e p t i v i t y b e c a m e a l s o h i s s t i m u l u s . I t i s
much easier to prepare food for those who give evidence
o f t h e i r h u n g e r. I t i s a cu s to m w h i ch i s w o r t h r e v i v i n g .
Such simple practices can become effective avenues of the
growth that the Spirit of the Lord would work in us.

T h e C h u r c h w h i c h i s d e fi n e d f o r u s d u r i n g t h i s s e a s o n
is described in terms of aministry, asheepfold, ahome, and
a l i f e i n p r o m i s e . I n a l l t h e s e d e fi n i t i o n s C h r i s t i s L o r d .
I t i s H i s m in i s t r y t o wh i ch a l l o f us o f t he Chu rch have been
c a l l e d . H e i s t h e s h e p h e r d o f t h e H o c k ; i t i s H i s F a t h e r ’ s
mans ion o f many rooms in to wh ich we move. He sends
us the Ho ly Sp i r i t who sha l l comfor t and counse l us in
our l i fe together. I t i s H is home where in we l ive in the
f e l l o w s h i p o f t h o s e w h o w i t h u s b e l o n g t o H i m . T h e s e
are p ic tu res o f in t imate be long ing to one ano ther. They
include my favorite picture of the New Testament, that of
Chr is t as the Good Shepherd. But ours is not apastora l
society and perhaps the most vivid symbol of the Church
f o r o u r t i m e i s t h a t o f t h e h o m e .

The home is , o f course, in i ts most fa i th fu l and t rue
expression aChurch. The Christian home knows its ministi’y
of father and mother and of children growing to their
maturity. It is the fold wherein there is security for those
who live together in the self giving of love. It lives by
the grace of that love which has endowed it with astore¬
house of memories from, the past,
ant ic ipat ion o f great promise as i t th inks o f i ts ch i ldren
and grandchildren. Its life is both its memory, its present
relationship and its hope. Faith, hope and love govern its
days. The imagery of the home is so naturally used as a
sj'mbol of so much that we would like to say of the Church.
We are the children of God, our heavenly Father. The
Church is the Bride of Christ. It does not yet appear what
we shall be but we share now aforetaste of that life which
is our hope and our promise. This is symbolic language
Ini t i t is a lso t rue l i tera l ly, that the Church as we know
it is afamily of families. We and our households belong
together to Him and His Church.

On Pentecost Sunday, May 25, the graduating class of
Grand View Seminary will be ordained into the ministry of
ou r Chu rch . The even t w i l l t a ke p l ace a t an a f t e rnoon
service at Luther Memorial Church in Des Moines, but it
is an event that belongs to all of our congregations and
to the entire Church. Years of preparation and study lie
b e h i n d t h i s d a t e f o r t h e s e y o u n g m e n . B u t f a r m o r e t h a n
their effort —there is something else which is the promise
for their entrance upon this ministry. The family of God
in our churches and in our homes has placed an imperative
upon the i r minds and aca l l upon the i r hear ts . From the
homes of our churches and from the Church which is our
home, these men will enter the service of the family of God.
S o m e o f t h e i r m o t h e r s a n d f a t h e r s , b r o t h e r a n d s i s t e r s w i l l
be with them on this festival day. But you too are afather,
mother, s ister or brother of these men. I f you cannot be
with us in person, be with us in your prayers on this day.
This ordination belongs to your very own family as we all
b e l o n g t o e a c h o t h e r i n t h e C h u r c h .

I fi n d i t m o s t n a t u r a l t o w r i t e o f s u c h t h i n g s i n t h i s
issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS honoring the women of our
C h u r c h . Th e i r c o n c e r n f o r t h e S e m i n a r y o f o u r C h u r c h
has been constant and unfai l ing throughout the past hal f
century. These men, as so many o thers who have been
ordained before them, wi l l wear their new pastoral robes
made possible by apersonal gift to each of them by the
women of our Church. This is only one evidence of their
thought fu l concern. Rather than c i te other such g i f ts and
suppor t , an even more meaningfu l grat i tude needs to be
e x p r e s s e d . T h e m e n w h o s e r v e i n t h e m i n i s t r y o f o u r
C h u r c h c o m e u l t i m a t e l y f r o m t h e h o m e s o f t h e C h u r c h .
F o r t h i s w e a r e g r a t e f u l t o G o d ’ s p r e s e n c e i n o u r h o m e s .

The pronoun used for the Church is always of the feminine
g e n d e r. S h e i s c u r m o t h e r a n d t h i s i s o u r r e a l t r i b u t e
to the place of women in our homes. We covet and solicit
your continued concern, prayers and love as we thank God
for the new workers in the Church and consider our very
r e a l n e e d f o r m o r e . T h e C h u r c h w i l l r e m a i n i n n e e d o f
pas to rs . As the Church i s ou r mo the r, so she uses the
m o t h e r s o f t h e C h u r c h . O u r n e e d s a n d p r a y e r s w i l l b e
answered. May God who has begun the good work in you,
perform and perfect it until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

w
T h e h o m e l i v e s i n t h e
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Golden Jnbilee Thank Offerings
by MRS. MARIETTA STRANDSKOV

Kimba l l ton , Iowa

In the Golden Jubilee year, 1958, we who cherish the
Women’s Mission of our church, wi l l want to lay aThank-
offering, for the blessing that WMS has been now for fifty

Long before June 1908 when the original “Danske Kvinders
Missionsfond” was born, the church women were an integral
part of and force within the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church (then called the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church
o f A m e r i c a ) . T h u s i t i s d i f fi c u l t t o m e n t i o n o n e w i t h o u t
recognizing the other. For instance, the history of the early
beginnings of the St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Seattle includes this interesting item: Mrs. Anders Nielsen,
adevout housewi fe and mother, who had been amember
o f t h e D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a , f e l t
the need of spiritual nurture after coming to Seattle. There
w e r e c h u r c h e s i n E n u m c l a w a n d Ta c o m a w h i c h s h a r e d a
pastor. Travel was di fficul t and i t was not so convenient
t o c o m m u t e t o S e a t t i e t o d o H o m e M i s s i o n w o r k . M r s .
Nielsen sought out the Danish homes, and asked for con¬
tr ibut ions toward inv i t ing apastor for several days. When
she had the funds, she would arrange for ameeting place
for baptisms and lectures, as well as worship services.

Many o f our Dan ish co lon ies cou ld re la te s imi la r in¬
s t a n c e s . I r e c a l l h o w a d e a r l a d y , M r s . K a r e n P e t e r s e n o f
Ringsted, Iowa, Sunday after Sunday taught Bible history
in such away that Ican never forget it. She had been one
of the firs t Danish women in that communi ty. No h is tory
page records the many ins tances when she as ap ioneer
mother p lanned and arranged for worship serv ices which
finally resulted in St. John’s Lutheran Church (Home Mis¬
s i o n ) i n R i n g s t e d .

Tr u e , t h e r e w a s a t t h a t t i m e n o e x i s t i n g W M S w i t h
t h o s e t h r e e i n i t i a l s , b u t w e n e e d o n l y t o l o o k t h r o u g h o l d
r e c o r d s t o s e e t h e m a n y, m a n y t i m e s t h e c h u r c h o r g a n i z a ¬
t i o n s c o n t r i b u t e d f u n d s a n d g i f t s o f k i n d t o c h i l d r e n ’s h o m e s .
Grand View Col lege, Danebod, Dagmar, Montana; Dalum,
Canada; and homes for the aged. There should never be
a t ime when Ho lme M iss ions wou ld no t be apa r t o f ou r
e f f o r t s .

In recent years since the WMS of the AELC has asserted
i t s e l f i n m o r e a n d v a r i o u s w a y s , w e h a v e a l s o b e c o m e a w a r e
o f t h e n e e d s o f o u r n e w e r H o m e M i s s i o n e f f o r t s . W h e n

Cedarloo and North Cedar were in the early stages of de¬
ve lopment , WMS prov ided hymnals , funds were prov ided
f o r t r a c t s a n d l e a fl e t s , a n d a g i f t w a s g i v e n t o S t . P a u l
E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f C e d a i ’ l o o a t t h e t i m e t h e
church edifice was dedicated. For three consecutive years,
t h e m a i n o b j e c t i v e o f W M S w a s i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f H o m e
M i s s i o n w o r k . D u r i n g t h i s t i m e w e w e r e m a d e a w a r e o f t h e
importance of this phase of our congregational life and work.

Thus one can say Home Mission work and Church Women
go hand in hand. As the church has grown, the WMS has
i n c r e a s e d i n s t r e n g t h , a n d w e w o u l d l i k e t o f e e l t h a t t h e
church has also fe l t the sup,port ing arm of the Women’s
M i s s i o n S o c i e t y .

y e a r s .
What are some of the blessings for which we give thanks

every day in our homes?

The board spread every day —
A s h e l t e r a g a i n s t c o l d a n d r a i n .
The secur i ty of love —
Neighbors, fr iends, relat ives —
A b o o k , a b i t o f m u s i c —

God’s blessings fill our l ives with countless gifts. Some
we are apt to take for granted; but sometimes these bless¬
ings challenge us to aheartfelt thanks. Can we from these
blessings find coins of thankfulness to buy for others some
sorely needed items? Or do we sometimes wonder if it’s
w o r t h i t ? — W o r t h i t ?

Grand View College will certainly say: The WMS coins
of thankfu lness came jus t when we needed i t most :

B o o k s f o r o u r l i b r a r y a t G . V. S e m i n a r y —
Lights to ease the eyes —
Furniture for the girls’ dorm —
More comfor t and l ivab i l i ty in a l l quar ters —

Many, many pastors say: Coins of thankfulness

Purchased my c ler ica l robe —
Paid my t ranspor ta t ion to p lace o f o rd ina t ion —
G a v e m e a l i f t w i t h s t u d e n t e x p e n s e s —

Many, many congregations say: Thank you
F o r a b e l l —

a n a l t a r —

chancel furnishings —
new hope —and encou ragemen t

Our miss ionar ies say: Coins of thankfu lness came just
w h e n w e n e e d e d t h e m m o s t .

I s i t w o r t h w h i l e

To fil l the widening eyes and mind of asmall
Indian child with pictures of the world?
To give an over-busy missionary or pastor aneeded tool
That any little office girl would take for granted —
But br ings aprayer o f gra t i tude to you.
T o y o u

There are workers in the fie ld —and how they work.
Spending their lives where we but spend acoin —
But helpless if we do not send that coin
That draws us into closer fel lowship with them.*

H o w w o n d e r f u l t h a t t h r o u g h o u r t h a n k f u l n e s s f o r a l l
that makes our lives so full and rich we may touch lives in
o t h e r s t a t e s — i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s
build "Peace on earth, goodwill towards men.”

ATh a n k O f f e r i n g i s tw i ce b l e s t .
For each g i f t cont inues to grow
A s i t p a s s e s f r o m g i v e r t o r e c e i v e r.
And receiver passes on the g i f t
To s h o w h i s t h a n k s t o G o d

For Christ, the greatest gift of all.*

*From “Twice Blest ” by M. M. Trede.

who gave so litt le —It meant so much.*

WMS Treasurer Reports
Mrs. Ela Nielsen received the following letter of appre¬

c i a t i o n f r o m H a r r y J e n s e n :
“The bods and mattresses arrived today so Ican give the

informat ion you request , in that progress is good. At the
present time they are busy setting up the beds and the girls
w i l l s leep on them ton igh t fo r the fi rs t t ime. Joy re igns
supreme. To say they are thankful is to put i t mildly and
Ihope that you will, to the best of your ability, convey the
apprec ia t ion of a l l the g i r ls o f the co l lege to those who
have made this possible.

“Thanks again for al l your help and here’s hoping that
the money wi l l keep coming in so that we can reach the
total amount before the end of the school year. Iam sure
t h a t t h e W M S w i l l d o s o , ”

a n d i n a s m a l l w a y
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L E T ’ S E X A M I N E T H E M E A N I N G O F S T E W A R D S H I P

b y H A R R Y J E N S E N

O O N O U R W M S w i l l c e l e b r a t e i t s 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y .
Certainly congratulations are in order, and also a
s i n c e r e t h a n k s f o r t h e s e r v i c e t h a t h a s b e e n r e n d e r e d

the AELC and its institutions by the WMS over these many
years. Grand View College and Grand View Seminary has
been the principal I'ecipient and in their behalf Iwish to
express my words of appreciation. These gifts have been

wonderful help in so many ways. They have helped im¬
prove the facilities, increase the comforts, and expand the
opportunities for our young people. But most important,
they have shown aChristian concern for the work of the
College and Seminary. It is that concern which inspires
the students and renews the desire to serve on the part of
the faculty and staff, as they see and feel the support of
t h e w o m e n o f t h e c h u r c h .

B u t n o w i s t h e t i m e t o l o o k a h e a d a s w e l l a s t o b e
grateful for the past. An anniversary is always achal¬
lenge. One cannot think or write about the WMS without
being immediately concerned with Stewardship, as here is
an organization of the church, whose goal is service to the
c h u r c h . T h e s u c c e s s o f i t s e f f o r t s a r e i m p o r t a n t , b u t t h e
s o u n d n e s s o f i t s m e t h o d s a r e m o r e s o .

W h a t a b o u t t h e w o m a n o f t o d a y i n r e g a r d s t o o u r
country and to our chui’ch. In arecent issue of “Steward¬
ship Facts,” Marthann II. Voss itemizes some startling
s t a t i s t i c s :

i n t h i s s t u d y . I h o p e m a n y o t h e r s w i l l s e e t h e i r w a y c l e a r
to include this type of study on their program. Occasionally
t h e s t e w a r d s h i p o f w o m e n i n t h e c h u r c h i s c e n t e r e d a r o u n d
money-making projects. This means, in many cases, that
e n e r g i e s a r e u s e d i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n r a t h e r t h a n i n t h e s e r v i c e
of the church in its true purpose. We speak often of true
Chr is t ian fe l l owsh ip , bu t we fa i l to find i t i n a rummage
sale. How much better i t is to use this same clothing to
o u t fi t a n e e d y f a m i l y ; t o m e n d a n d r e p a i r c l o t h i n g f o r
use by agencies in the church in their work to help those
w h o a r e i n d i r e s t r a i g h t s . “ T h i s i s r e a l C h r i s t i a n f e l l o w ¬
ship —‘Unto the least of these’,” was the remark of one
group who fo l lowed th is type of program.

Iam fully aware that we men have agreat deal to learn
also in regard to s tewardship. Iam sure that i f the men
would make it possible for the ladies to give directly, much
m o r e o f i t w o u l d b e d o n e .

My purpose here is not to discuss stewardship at length,
but only to spur our WMS local groups to study the meaning
o f C h r i s t i a n s t e w a r d s h i p . T h e n I a m c e r t a i n t h e a n s w e r s
w i l l b e c l e a r . M a y G o d b l e s s t h e w o r k o f t h e W M S i n i
the years ahead. We are a l l thankfu l for i ts many years
o f se rv i ce and look fo rward w i th g ra te fu l hear ts to the
f u t u r e w i t h i t s n e w c h a l l e n g e s a n d i n s p i r a t i o n s f o r a l l
m e m b e r s .

s

a

A B O U T T O D A Y ’ S W O M A N

1. She owns 70 per cent of this country’s wealth.

2. She owns 40 per cent of all real estate.

3. She possesses 50 per cent of the stock in industrial
c o r p o r a t i o n s .

4. She is beneficiary of 80 per cent of all life insurance.

5. She spends about 85 per cent of family income; sug¬
gests what should be done with the reiriaining 15
p e r c e n t .

6. She is principally responsible for our youth education.

7 . She has 92 labor -sav ing dev ices —which he lp her
have more t ime than any prev ious generat ion.

8 . S h e m a k e s u p 6 5 p e r c e n t o f c h u r c h m e m b e r s a n d
a t t e n d e r s .

T h a n k Y o u !

“ W e a r e i n b i g b u s i n e s s , t h e L o r d ’ s b u s i n e s s ! ” w a s a
f a v o r i t e s a y i n g o f M r s . K a r o l i n e K j o l h e d e , t h e i n t r e p i d
president of our Women’s Mission Society for so many years.

In working with the Jubilee committee on many phases
o f o u r w o m e n ’ s w o r k , I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t w e a U f e e l t h a t
t h e W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y h a s b e e n a m u c h b i g g e r
bus iness than we though t . We no te a l so tha t ove r ha l f
of our efforts so far have been expended on Inner Mission,
l o o k i n g a f t e r t h e n e e d s a n d w e l f a r e o f i n d i v i d u a l s a n d
i n s t i t u t i o n s .

It wil l be interesting to note the direction the next fifty
y e a r s w i l l t a k e . I t m a y b e m u c h m o r e i n t h e a r e a l o f
evangelism. If so, this will, we believe, require considerable
miss ion educa t ion th rough our p rogram mate r ia l . Le t us
be ready to chal lenge our leaders wi th our own ideas of
what we wish our Women’s Mission Society to do and dare.

The figures are ex t remely impor tant to the church for
many reasons, but chiefly because the time has come when
women mus t assume more respons ib i l i t y f o r t he chu rch
a s i n d i v i d u a l c h u r c h m e m b e r s , a s w e l l a s t h r o u g h t h e
women’s organizat ions. The WMS board recent ly sent out
alet ter to many representat ive women asking for sugges¬
t ions for arous ing more in terest in the organizat ion. (My
w i fe go t t he l e t te r, no t me . ) I n the l as t pa rag raph was
the sentence, “Cr i t ic ism is welcomed.” Very fine, because
it then welcomes constructive thought in regard to program
planning. Being amere man, Io ffer the fo l lowing at great
■risk, but hope it will be of some help.

Iwould l i ke to suggest aprogram of s tudy by a l l loca l
women ’s g roups on t he mean ing o f “ s t ewa rdsh ip . ” Th i s
study would be essent ia l before custom can be changed.
The bake sale or bazaar, for example, have long had an
important role and cannot be abruptly el iminated, but they
can be changed. Much can be learned of the true joy
of giving direct ly. Some WMS groups are already at work

Thank you my dear co-workers on the Jubilee Committee:
To Hazel Donsbough from our church in Hartford, Connecti¬
cut; to Thyra Hansen of Muskegon, Michigan; to Ellen Knud-
sen o f Tr in i t y Church , Ch icago ; to Es ther U to f t o f West
Denmark, Wisconsin; to Gunver Bodask i o f Ty ler, Minne¬
sota ; to Agnes Ne lson f rom our church in Cordova, Ne-
bra.ska; to Ingeborg Hansen of Los Angeles, California; to
Es ther Madsen f rom our church in Tacoma, Wash ing ton .
Thank you a l l fo r your un fa i l ing enthus iasm, encourage¬
ment and coopei’ation.

Thanks to all who have helped us in aparticular way.
Aspec ia l thank you to Mrs . Axe l K i ldegaard , our Jub i lee
e d i t o r .H a r r y J e n s e n h a s s e r v e d a s B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r o f G r a n d V i e w

C o l l e g e f o r t h e p a s t 11 y e a r s . A s s u c h , h e h a s h a d m a n y o c c a ¬
s i o n s t o b e g r a t e f u l f o r t h e g e n e r o u s a i d o f W M S . I n t h e p a s t
year he was appointed Stewardship Secretary for our Synod,
a n d i n t h i s a r t i c l e s u g g e s t s w e s t u d y o u r g o a l s .

Mar iet ta Strai idskov, Chairman.
W M S J u b i l e e C o m m i t t e e .
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TRINITY LUTHERAN, BROWN CITY, MICHIGAN
by MRS. DOROTHY ANDERSEN

J u h l , 3 1 i c l i i g a n

tended the Synod Convention at Ringsted, Iowa, at which
time Trinity Lutheran Church was admitted into the Synod.
Last fall marked the first anniversary of its formal organiza¬
tion. The worship service is now held a10 a. m., and Sunday
School at 11 a. m. This later church time has helped im¬
prove the a t tendance. There has been aworsh ip serv ice
every Sunday since the church began in June 1956.

At the time of this writing, additional work on t h e
church building is taking place including redecorating the
chancel, improving the heating system and providing for
kitchen facilities. At the Palm Sunday service, the church
fellowship welcomed seven new members by transfer and
c o n fi r m a t i o n o f f a i t h a n d fi v e c h i l d r e n w e r e a l s o a d d e d t o
the number o f bap t i zed members . Th i s b r i ngs ou r t o ta l
membership to date to be 55 bapt ized and 32 confirmed
m e m b e r s .

The old edition Hymnals which were given by t h e
Muskegon congregation will soon be replaced with the new
A l l L u t h e r a n H y m n a l . A t t h i s w r i t i n g a n o t i c e h a s b e e n
r e c e i v e d t h a t t h e 2 5 n e w H y m n a l s w i l l a r r i v e i n a f e w
days. Perhaps Trinity will be the first church in o u r
Synod to adopt the new Lutheran Hymnal. From t h e
beg inn ing , t he new chu rch has used the New Orde r o f
Service as recommended by the Synod.

Yes, there have been t imes of apprehension midst the
joy and progress. The question: “Will we be able to keep
on?” has come up f rom t ime to t ime. And dur ing these
two years astrong determination has had to prevail on the
p a r t o f e a c h i n d i v i d u a l i n v o l v e d i n t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f
this new church. Now however, after two years the ques¬
tion “Will we be able to keep on?” is being replaced more
a n d m o i ' e b y t h i s q u e s t i o n : “ W h e n w i l l w e b e a b l e t o b u i l d
and worsh ip in achurch bu i ld ing o f our own?”

T h a t w e h a v e n o t b e e n a l o n e h e r e i n t h i s w o r k o f
estab l ish ing anew church has been made ev ident by the
sp i r i t ua l and financ ia l he lp g i ven us by ou r Synod , the
n a t i o n a l Wo m e n ’s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y, D i s t r i c t I I , o u r o w n
local churches of Juhl and Germania, and the local Women’s
Miss ion Society. We are s incere ly gratefu l for your con¬
cern and help, for your gifts and prayers.

What has been done in our m ids t has been poss ib le
only because of the blessing of God upon our labors. To
Him we owe our very l i fe as acongregat ion. In His name
w e w i s h t o s e r v e a n d t o l a b o r . W e h a v e k n o w n i n a r e a l
s e n s e w h a t O u r L o r d m e a n t w h e n h e s a i d : “ W h e r e t w o
or three are gathered in my name, there am Iin the midst
of them.” Matt. 18:20. Afew worship services had scarcely
more than 6to Sin attendance; dur ing this last March at¬
tendance has ranged f rom 30 to 50 peop le . Ye t , i t was
because of the presence of Christ that we were given the
c o u r a g e a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o c o n t i n u e . To H i m b e a l l
h o n o r a n d g l o r y.

This story has been told that all of you may share in the
j o y a n d w o r k t h a t i s t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h i s H o m e M i s s i o n
Chu rch i n B rown C i t y. We l ook t o God fo r s t reng th f o r
t h e f u t u r e . We l o o k t o y o u f o r y o u r p r a y e r s a n d c o n ¬
cern tha t th rough fa i th and fe l lowsh ip , the church wh ich
has been started in His name may continue to grow in
grace and favor wi th God,

●yWO YEARS AGO THIS past January, correspondence
was begun with our Synod President and the District
President concerning the steps to be taken to receive

permission from the Regional Home Mission Committee
to en te r B rown C i t y and conduc t asu rvey. The r i gh t t o
survey and to occupy was granted and in Api’il 1956, Pastor
Peter Thomsen of Greenvi l le and Pastor Harry Andersen
conduc ted the survey. Resu l ts o f the survey were sub¬
mitted to the Home Mission Council which suggested that
an attempt be made to gather acongregation for worship.

Ameeting of persons interested in the starting of a
Lutheran church was called at which time acommittee was
chosen to carry out arrangements and decisions of the
group. It was also decided to secure aplace for worship.

In the southwest sect ion of Brown Ci ty stands an old
church building, owned by the Latter Day Saints and last
used 20 years ago. More than once the pastor and the group
of persons interested in aLutheran church cast asearching
eye over this old building. Several of the windows were
out, the wind whistled through the foundation cracks and
the plaster cast ajig-saw puzzle pattern over the interior.
After further study, the group decided to rent this building.

During the closing days of May and first days of June,
the road leading up to the old church found frequent use
as the clean-up crew lent its efforts to make an abandoned
church again aplace of worship. Plastering, painting, win¬
dow replacements and general repair were taking place.
The pulpit, altar and baptismal font formerly used at the
Juhl church were brought over and installed.

The first worship service of our new congregation was a
f e s t i v e d a y. I t w a s a t i m e o f t h a n k s g i v i n g , n o t o n l y f o r
the pastor but for every individual who had any part in
making this day become areality. At 9a. m., on June 10,
1956, over 75 people gathered at what was later to become
Trinity Lutheran Church. Friends from Juhl and Germania
came to add their support to the new church.

C o n fi r m a t i o n c l a s s e s w e r e h e l d t h a t fi r s t s u m m e r a n d b y
f a l l t h e m o m e n t o f f o r m a l o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r t h e c h u r c h w a s
ready to take place. On November 11, 1956, Trinity Lutheran
Church was formally organized and held its first confirma¬
t i o n a n d c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e . A t t h e b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g w h i c h
fo l lowed, the church adopted aconst i tu t ion and e lected a
c h u r c h c o u n c i l . A b u d g e t w a s a l s o a d o p t e d a n d i n t h e
months that fo l lowed avery devoted sense of stewardship
prevailed, not only on the part of the membership but by
t h e i n t e r e s t a n d g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t o f o t h e r s w h o , t h o u g h
no t members , were in te res ted in p romot ing the work o f
Tr in i t y Lu the ran Church .

Our Lutheran Ladies’ Society was organized. This group
m e e t s o n c e a m o n t h i n m e m b e r s h o m e s . T h e i r d i l i g e n t
l a b o r s i n c l u d e b o t h t h e L a d i e s ’ A i d a n d W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n

work under one o rgan iza t ion . A l though the church lacks
ki tchen faci l i t ies, the women serve luncheons and annual
meeting dinners by bringing the necessary equipment from
t h e i r h o m e s .

T h e c h u r c h h a s a n a c t i v e S u n d a y S c h o o l w h i c h m e e t s
immediate ly af ter the worship serv ice, wi th an enrol lment
of 25 people. An average attendance of 30 chi ldren par¬
ticipated in our Vacation Church School last summer. The
c h u r c h o r g a n i s t h a s o r g a n i z e d a y o u t h c h o i r . W h i t e c h o i r
r o b e s w e r e m a d e b y a m e m b e r o f t h e c h u r c h a n d w e r e fi r s t
u s e d a t t h e C h r i s t m a s E v e c a n d l e l i g h t . s e r v i c e . M o s t o f
these same you th a re in the Lu theran Youth Fe l lowsh ip
w h i c h w a s s t a r t e d l a s t f a l l .

In March 1957, Pastor and Mrs. James Lund came to
work with the Andersen’s in what had by now developed
into athree-church par ish. The Lund’s res ide in the Ger¬
m a n i a p a r s o n a g e .

’This past year has also brought about other important
e v e n t s i n t h e l i f e o f t h i s n e w c h u r c h . T w o m e m b e r s a t -

T

“■Aimoit Coeptis
This latin word, found on every one dollar bill, meaning,

“God has smi led on ou r under tak ings ” su re l y app l i es to
our Women’s Mission! The women who for so many years
worked gladly and faithfully in our Women’s Mission Society
must have felt God’s “smiling” presence, which encouraged
t h e m t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r w o r k .
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AGranddaughter Gives us Some
Int imate Gl impses Into the Li fe of

KAROLINE KJ0LHEDE
b y N A N N A M O RT E N S E N

“ M O S T E R K A R O L I N E ” w e c a l l e d h e r , t h o u g h s h e w a s
rea l l y ou r s tep -g randmo the r I r emember he r as be ing a
sof t , l i t t le , round woman. Her face was round, her eyes
were round, her whole body seemed round. That was prob¬
ably due to the clothes she wore. These were always old-
fashioned, long, dark dresses, alittle too large for her per¬
son . She d i d no th i ng t o enhance he r beau ty. He r ha i r
was always severely set, she wore the same clothes year
after year, and certainly never used any form of cosmetics.
Yet her skin was as clear and soft as ababy’s and there
were no wrinkles. Her eyes were bright with an inquir ing
l o o k t o t h e m . S h e h a d a d i r e c t w a y o f l o o k i n g a t y o u a s
i f l ook ing th rough the flesh to the persona l i t y benea th .

Karoline Brandt K,]0lhede was born on Fyn in Denmark
July 4, 1868. Her home was cultured and progressive.
Early in her life she came under the influence of the
Folk School and Grundtvig’s teaching. As ayoung teacher
she was caught up in the spiritual awakening then sweep¬
ing Denmark. She became an ardent disciple of “den glade
K r i s t e n d o m ” a n d a t t e n d e d “ V e n n e m o d e r ” a n d s o n g f e s t s
regular ly. She was one of the “happy Chr is t ians,” lov ing
song and being fil led with high ideals. This characterized
M o s t e r K a r o l i n e a l l h e r l i f e . To t h e e n d o f h e r d a y s s h e
rema ined ahappy, ch i l d l i ke i dea l i s t .

It always puzzled me as achild why she had not married
young, for she was vivacious and Ihave seen very charming
pic tures of her f rom her youth. Perhaps the young men
were scared away by her intel l igence, her high ideal ism,
he r f em in in i t y. However, one day when she was i n he r
th i r t y - four th year, she rece ived a le t te r o f p roposa l f rom
Peder Kjo lhede in America. About h im she knew that he
was agaunt s ix footer who had marr ied her cous in —for
w h o m s h e h a d b e e n n a m e d — a n d h a d g o n e w i t h h e r m a n y
years earlier to America to preach to the Danes living here.
This cousin had died, and here was this letter from Peder
K jo lhede in wh ich he asked her to be h is second w i fe .
H e h a d b e e n w e l l s a t i s fi e d w i t h t h e fi r s t o n e , h e s t a t e d ,
and regre t ted her dea th . Knowing tha t ano ther Karo l ine
A m a l i e B r a n d t e x i s t e d i n t h e s a m e f a m i l y, h e t h o u g h t
t h a t h e c o u l d m a k e n o b e t t e r c h o i c e . W h a t a s t r a n g e p r o ¬
p o s a l ; b u t s t r a n g e r y e t

And yet, was i t so strange? Here was achance to get
h e r o w n h o m e . H e r e w a s a c h a n c e t o g e t i n t o t h e w o r k s h e
loved, for Peder Kjplhede was aleader in the Danish Church
in America. So she accepted him and they were marr ied
on August 4, 1903, and came to America. As far as Iknow,
s h e n e v e r r e g r e t t e d i t .

Two more d iss imi la r peop le than Moster Karo l ine and
Beds te fa r K jo lhede cou ld scarce ly be found. She was a
F y n b o — a h a p p y, s i n g i n g , r o m a n t i c n a t u r e . H e w a s a
J y d e
was proud of his strength and honesty, and she made him a
good home till the end of his days. He never quite under¬
s tood her. In h is own pecu l ia r way he made fun o f her
wr i t i ng and he r i n te l l ec tua l i t y. She soon became ac t i ve
in the church , o rgan iz ing the women bo th a t home and
throughout the synod. At convent ions she was an ardent
speaker, urging the assembiy on to higher aims and ideals,
c a l l i n g l o r m o r e i n s p i r e d l e a d e r s . K j o l h e d e c h i d e d h e r
f o r h e r e n d e a v o r s , b u t i t n e v e r s e e m e d t o a f f e c t h e r i n t h e
least. Perhaps she very clearly saw that beneath his hard
e x t e r i o r t h e r e w a s q u i t e a d i f f e r e n t h e a r t — t h a t h e w a s
I ' e a l l y v e r, y p r o u d o f h e r. I d i s c o v e r e d t h a t f o r m y s e l f
o n e n i g h t .

I t w a s a t a c h u r c l i c o n v e n t i o n i n K i m b a l l t o n o n a S a t ¬
urday night. The Women’s Missionary Society held its usual

.J

T #

\ t , .

K a r o l i n e K j 0 1 h e d e w i t h h e r b e l o v e d fl o w e r s

m e e t i n g . M o s t e r K a r o l i n e s p o k e i n h e r u s u a l s t i r r i n g ,
emotional way. Bedstefar Kjolhede was very old then and
w h e n M o s t e r h a d fi n i s h e d h e r o s e f r o m h i s s e a t a n d s t a g ¬
g e r e d o u t o f t h e c h u r c h . I c o u l d i m a g i n e h i m m u t t e r i n g
s o m e t h i n g a b o u t “ n o n s e n s e ” a n d “ f o o l i s h n e s s ” t o h i m s e l f
a s h e w e n t o u t . A n d y e t w h e n w e w e n t t o h i s r o o m l a t e r
to b id h im goodnight , he said to us, “Do you know who
made the best speech at this convention? Karoline did that!
B u t d o n ’ t t e l l h e r I s a i d s o !

I v i s i ted them o f ten bo th as ach i ld and la te r w i th my
own ch i ldren. I t was agood Danish home. Moster Karro-
l ine was agood housekeeper for al l her intel lectuality, and
agood cook. The meals were f rugal but tasty. I remember
par t i cu la r ly her good, r i ch g ravy and some cook ies she
u s u a l l y h a d o n h a n d . T h e y w e r e c a l l e d “ S m a a r u n d e ,
a n d I t h o u g h t t h e y w e r e t h e b e s t c o o k i e s i n t h e w o r l d .
Ihave her rec ipe but mine never seem to taste qu i te as
good as hers did.

I r e m e m b e r B e d s t e f a r g e t t i n g u p b e f o r e d a w n a n d m a k ¬
ing his own coffee and Moster Karoline coming down much
later. I remember her l i t t le den —fil led with plants, books,
pictures. I remember her si t t ing in acirc le of women
re a d i n g t o t h e m f r o m a g o o d b o o k . I r e me mb e r h e r p u t¬
tering about in the garden. She had “green thumbs” and
even in the sands of Gray l ing she ra ised love ly flowers.
I r e m e m b e r t h e t h i c k , s w e e t c h o c o l a t e s h e b r o u g h t u s
every night at the stroke of nine which was bedtime in
that punctual household. Iremember how she sang about
the house especially on days when company was expected.
She loved company and fest ive occasions. At such t imes
she was truly herself and fairly glowed while she made the
happy preparat ions. For such occasions she wrote songs
and always made speeches at the table no matter how small
the gathering. Iremember the trips in the old Ford to
the lake outside Grayling, with the coffee things in abasket.
A f t e r t h e i u n c h B e d s t e f a r s a t i n h i s o w n c h a i r a n d s m o k e d
w h i l e M o s t e r K a r o l i n e w a n d e r e d a b o u t i n t h e w o o d s . S h e
l o v e d n a t u r e b u t h e c a l l e d h e r f o o l i s h a n d w o u l d h a v e
n o n e o f t h a t “ s v a e r m e r i .

A l l h e r l i f e D e n m a r k r e m a i n e d h e r c o u n t r y a n d t h e
D a n i s h c a u s e w a s c l o s e t o h e r h e a r t . B e d s t e f a r g a v e h e r
1 , 5 d o l l a r s a m o n t h t o u s e a s s h e w i s h e d . O u t o f t h i s s u m
she had to buy her own c lo thes and pay any t r ips she

(Con t i nued on Page 15 )

s h e a c c e p t e d h i m !
i f

gruff , f rugal , real ist ic. She loved him always and

} )

F o r . ' ! 0 y e a r s , t h e w o r d s " W M S ” a n d " K a r o l i n e K j o l h e d e "
w e i - e p r a c t i c a l l y s y n o n y m o u s . N o G o l d e n J u b i l e e i s s u e w o u l d
b e c o m p l e t e w i t h o u t a n a r t i c l e a b o u t h e r . T h i s a r t i c l e i s
r e p r i n t e d f r o m t h e l a s t W M S y e a r b o o k , 1 9 4 3 .
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High School MELA which brings people from al l over this
area. I t can be compared somewhat to abazaar at home,
but this “mela” lasts three days. The purpose of the mela
is to collect funds for our High School which serves alarge
a r e a . G i f t s a r e d o n a t e d f r o m e v e r y v i l l a g e a n d t h e y a r e
sold, auctioned or won in lotterjc Guest speakers are in¬
vited and the afternoons are devoted to religious talks. The
evenings are given over to plays and religious films. It is
ahappy t ime o f fe l lowsh ip for a l l . These Chr is t ians, l i ke
Christians all over the world, need the joy of this type of
fel lowship together and are strengthened in their fai th by
working and shar ing together.

L i f e — W h e r e i n i t C o n s i s t s

It does not consist in being happy, but in making others
h a p p y.

It does not consist in being loved, but in loving and being a
b l e s s i n g t o o t h e r s .

It does not consist in enjoyment, but in giving.
It does not consist in having one’s own way, but in denying

o n e s e l f .

It does not consist in finding one’s life, but in losing it.
I t does not consist in seeking sat isfact ion, but in finding

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n w h a t s a t i s fi e s o t h e r s .

I t d o e s n o t c o n s i s t i n t h a t G o d d o e t h o u r w i l l , b u t i n t h a t
w e d o h i s .

I t d o e s n o t c o n s i s t i n l e n g t h o f l i f e , b u t i n t h i s , t h a t l i f e
h a s t h e t r u e c o n t e n t s .

It does not consist in what men think and say of us, but in
w h a t w e a r e b e f o r e G o d .

I t does not consist in what we do, but in how and why
w e d o i t .

It does not consist in great knowledge, but in putting knowl¬
edge into- practice.

It does not consist in what we seem to be, but in what we are.
I t d o e s n o t c o n s i s t i n a v o i d i n g s u f f e r i n g , b u t i n t h i s , t h a t

suffering accomplish her purpose in us.
It does not consist in the time of our dying, but in whether

o r n o t w e a r e r e a d y t o m e e t G o d .

T h e r e i s m u c h t o b e t h a n k f u l t o G o d o u r F a t h e r f o r .

Each day we count our blessings and are especially thankful
f o r t h e k i n d s u p p o r t f r o m f r i e n d s b a c k h o m e . T h a n k y o u
again for remembering us.

I \ Ia ry and Fami ly.

Pâ 44û  yautU
American Evangelical Lutheran

Yo u t h F e l l o w s h i p
E D I T O K : E V E E E T T N I E L S E N

1100 Boyd,
Des Moines 16, Iowa

— S i s t e r E v a o f F i i e d e n s h o r t .

( T r a n s l a t e d f r o m t h e G e r m a n )
PAGING YOUTH is happy to yield space for the special

i s s u e o f t h e Wo m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y. We w i s h t h e m
congratulations on their anniversary and commend them for
t h e i r s p e c i a l w o r k .

Letter From Mary Riber
The m.oney o rder a r r i ved fi ’om the WMS and Isu re ly

want to send thanks to you! Irealize it is difficult to thank
t h e w h o l e W M S i n t h i s l e t t e r , b u t y o u w i l l h a v e t o s e n d o n
our thanks. It is so good of you to remember us as you do.

It has been abusy t ime gett ing the two oldest chi ldren
ready for Boarding School. By now they are nicely settled
in school routine and all reports show that they are doing
flj ie. I think this separation is much harder on the parents
than it is on the children! Emmy is just 7V2 and Kris 9V2,
so it isn’t easy to have them so far away. But in about 7
weeks the two little ones and Iv/ill join them in Kodaikanal.
We are looking forward to that very much!

Here in Grahampur the pleasant Cold Season days are
drawing to aclose. The hot winds begin now and the lovely
post-Rainy Season landscape has all been replaced by the
dusty, dry scene. Harvest time is over and the crop is all
p u t a w a y f o r t h i s y e a r . W e h a v e j u s t h a d o u r a n n u a l

N e w e l l L Y F M a i n t a i n s C h o i r

The LYF at Newel l , Iowa, is very fa i thfu l to the choir
a n d g i v e s i t h e a r t y s u p p o r t . A t E a s t e r, t h e y p e r f o r m e d
a C a n t a t a w r i t t e n a n d s e l e c t e d b y M a r t i e B . S h a n n o n w i t h
music by Fred B. Holton. It was entitled, “LIFE ETERNAL.
T h e c h o i r i s u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f M r s . A x e l J o h a n s e n .

Row 1, left to right, Connie Knack, Beverly Jensen, Elsa
Danielsen, Gladys Pedersen (organist), Judy Hunter, Linda
Frandsen. Row 2, left to r ight, Sheila Grau, Judy Gerken,
Denise Harris, Don Wiliadsen, Sonja Frandsen, Ronald Buch,
Norma Swanson, Layne Car lson, Darnel l Pedersen, Janet
Frolund. Row 3, left to right. Bill Christensen, Paul Johan¬
s e n , G l e n P e d e r s e n , R i c h a r d B o n d e , D o n H a n s e n , A l l a n B u c h ,
Nile Buch, Arnold Grau, Gaylen Carlson and Wayne Johnson.

m . ●
i f
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Facts and Figures From Fifty Years
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )

s o m e m e a s u r e o f s u p p o r t f r o m W M S h a v e b e e n F o l k
Schoo ls a t Nys ted , Nebr. ; Ty le r, M inn . ; Da lum, Canada;
Solvang, Calif.; Ashland, Mich.; and the John Campbell Folk
S c h o o l i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a . I n s t i t u t i o n s t o w h i c h c o n t r i b u t i o n s
have been made are: Eben-Ezer Mercy Institute, Old People’s
Homes at Solvang, Calif.; Tyler, Minn.; and Des Moines,
Iowa, as v/e l l as the Chicago Chi ldren’s Home. Missions
o t h e r t h a n t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n a n d t h e S e a m e n ’ s M i s s i o n
receiving aid have been the Canada Mission, Porto Novo,
Mrs. Franks’ , Karen Jeppes’ , China Mission and “Synder-
j y d e r n e .
a s s i s t a n c e a f t e r b o t h W o r l d W a r I a n d W o r l d W a r I I a n d
a r e l i s t e d i n o u r d i s b u r s e m e n t c o l u m n s a s h a v i n g r e c e i v e d
a i d a t t h o s e t i m e s . M a n y o f t h e f u n d s d i s b u r s e d b y t h e
Women ’s M iss ion Soc ie ty a re ea rmarked funds and a re
t ransmi t ted by the t reasurer to the person or ins t i tu t ion
for which they were intended.

Some in te res t i ng g rand to ta l s o f l a rge r con t r i bu t i ons
a r e a s f o l l o w s :

Congregations 
Institutions and Missions 
AELC Church Extension Fund 
Santa! Mission 
Seamen’s Mission
Seminarians 

G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e a n d S e m i n a r y

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s t h e e n d o w m e n t f u n d w h i c h W M S

had for several years, and from, which student loans were
made f rom t ime to t ime, was turned over to the Col lege
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e J u b i l e e F u n d D r i v e i n 1 9 4 3 - 4 4 . I t t o t a l e d
o v e r $ 2 , 0 0 0 a t t h e t i m e .

W e c a n n o t c l o s e a fi n a n c i a l r e s u m e w i t h o u t s p e c i a l
m e n t i o n o f t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n . O u r w o m e n h a v e h e l d i t
i n h i g h e s t e e m , a n d w e f e e l c l o s e r t o i t t h a n m a n y o t h e r s
s i n c e o u r S y n o d h a s w o r k e r s i n t h e fi e l d . I n 1 9 5 4 W M S
p r o v i d e d a t a p e r e c o r d e r f o r t h e u s e o f t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s
o n t h e fi e l d . C o n t r i b u t i o n s w e r e a l s o s e n t t h r o u g h W M S
for the construct ion of the hospi tal at Mohulpar i , and we
find that many of our groups have special Santal Mission
programs, wi th the proceeds going to the general budget
o f t h e M i . s s i o n .

N o w v / e k n o w w h a t w e h a v e d o n e . H a v e w e d o n e a s
wel l as we might have? We are the on ly ones who can
answer that on the local and district levels. As we approach
the next 50 years we must take into consideration that the
ou t look i s chang ing . We mus t l ook to those a round us ,
and accep t w i t h g ra t i t ude t he e f f o r t s o f t hose who a re
w i l l i ng to shou lde r t he respons ib i l i t y f o r Women ’s Work
w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h . W e c a n l e a r n m u c h f r o m o t h e r s , a n d c a n
become al iving part of the changing scene by shouldering
part of the responsibi l i ty as aprivi lege.

Our thanks to the women of Our church who in the past
49 years have put $86,463.00 to work by their contributions
t o W M S .

Jubilee News
Thousands of Thank-Offer ing envelopes are at work in

the homes of the women in our Synod. It stirs the imagi¬
n a t i o n w h e n o n e t h i n k s h o w a s m a l l , s t e a d y o f f e r i n g
through these months in each envelope can result in a
magnificent total when the envelopes are turned in! . . .

Areport from the Women of Bethania Church in Racine
says: We recently had an evening of fellowship to begin the
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the WMS. The meet¬
ing opened w i th devo t i ons by Pas to r He ide , aqua r te t t e
sang for us, and then we heard apanel of five in adis¬
cussion on the organization of WMS, its work through the
years, our her i tage to the cause; and we were urged to
take up the challenge for the future. The buffet coffee table
held acenterpiece of red roses and golden candles and a
beaut i fu l l y decora ted b i r thday cake. Acand le l igh t serv ice
is planned for June 8, at which time Mrs. Johannes Knud-
sen will come from Maywood to be our speaker

When the Thank -O f fe r i ng enve lopes we re d i s t r i bu ted
a t t h e L u t h e r M e m o r i a l L a d i e s ’ A i d m e e t i n g i n D e s M o i n e s ,
t he fo l l ow ing p raye r was used : “More l i ke the Sav io r I
would ever be, More of his meekness, more humility; More
zeal to labor, more courage to be true. More consecration
f o r w o r k H e b i d s m e d o . M o r e l i k e t h e S a v i o r I w o u l d
l ive and grow; More of His love to others Iwould show;
More self-denial l ike His on Calvary, More l ike the Savior
Ilong to ever be.’’ Amen

If you plan to attend Synod Convention in Seattle in
August, count yourself among the lucky ones. The special
plans for the celebration of the WMS Golden Jubilee there
wil l make this aconvention long to be remembered. Watch
the Women’s Page in LUTHERAN TIDINGS for the an¬
n o u n c e m e n t o f d e t a i l s a s t h e p l a n s p r o g r e s s . . . .

T h e D i a m o n d L a k e L a d i e s ’ A i d h a s h a d a p o s t e r p r e p a r e d
for each program this spring to emphasize the Jubilee. In
March, under the heading “We Believe and Do’’ they dis¬
played pictures of the Santal Mission work (their Aid has
supported aSantal child annually for over thirty years);
Home Mission projects such as Enumclaw, Washington, and
Cedarloo, Iowa; and pictures of Grand View College and
Seminary. For the April poster, an outline map of Home
Missions in our Synod wi th each c i ty that has benefit ted
f rom WMS he lp hav ing ago ld s ta r. The May pos te r has
a m a p o f t h e S a n t a l fi e l d . U n d e r “ O u r H e r i t a g e ” t h e y
located schools, hospitals, etc., and under “Our Challenge”
t h e n e w m i s s i o n fi e l d i n E a s t P a k i s t a n i s i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h
pictures, articles, etc

The Women’s Mission Society Officers during this Gol¬
d e n J u b i l e e Y e a r a r e :

Hon. Pres ident : Mrs . Thos. Knudst rup, 345 Th i rd St reet ,
M a n i s t e e , M i c h i g a n .

President: Miss Emilie Stockholm, 3320 W. Evergreen Ave.,
Chicago 51, Il l inois.

V i c e P r e s i d e n t : M r s . R i c h a r d S o r e n s e n , 1 4 5 6 H a w t h o r n e
A v e n u e , W a t e r l o o , I o w a .

Secretary: Mrs. Robert Nussle, 2615 W. 104 Place, Chicago
4 3 , I l l i n o i s .

Assistant Secretary: Mrs. Arnold C. Sorensen, Askov, Minn.

Treasurer: Mrs. Ela K. Nielsen, 48 First St., Edison Township,
Fords, New Jersey.

The Golden Jubi lee Commit tee has been work ing hard
for many months to make the celebrat ion meaningful and
worthwhile. Aspecial thanks should be given to the Chair¬
man o f t he Commi t tee , Mrs . Ho lge r S t randskov o f K im-
bal l ton, Iowa. I t would be hard to imagine a l l the hours
that she has put in on this work. We were indeed fortunate
to have so w i l l i ng , inven t ive , and pers is ten t a leader fo r
I h e J u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n !

I t se e ms t h a t So u th S l e sv i g w a s i n n e e d o f

.$10,529.00

. 8 , 2 1 0 . 0 0

. 1 , 1 3 6 . 0 0

. 6 , 0 5 4 . 0 0

. 3 , 4 6 9 . 0 0

. 5 , 3 5 7 . 0 0

. 2 5 , 0 3 2 . 0 0

Karoline Kj0lliede
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 3 )

m i g h t t a k e
and convent ions. Yet she managed to save aconsiderable
sum which little by little was sent to Denmark in the event
t h a t s h e s h o u l d b e c o m e a w i d o w a n d w o u l d r e t u r n t o h e r
na t i ve l and . Bu t t hough he r husband was 30 yea rs he r
senior, they lived to celebrate their silver wedding together
a n d s i i l l n i n e y e a r s m o r e . K j o l h e d e w a s 9 0 y e a r s o l d w h e n
h e d i e d , a n d b y t h a t t i m e M o s t e r f e l t t h a t s h e w a s g r o w i n g
o l d t o o . S h e d i d r e t u r n t o D e n m a r k , b u t i t w a s n o t a s s h e
had for so long dreamed of i t . Every th ing had changed.
H e r f r i e n d s w e r e d e a d . T h e D e n m a r k s h e h a d k n o w n a n d

loved no longer existed except in her heart. So she came
b a c k t o A s h l a n d a n d t o P e d e r K j p l h e d e ’s c h i l d r e n a n d
g r a n d c h i l d r e n t o s e e i f s h e m i g h t n o t s t i l l b e o f s o m e
s e r v i c e t h e r e . S h e d i e d s o o n a f t e r h e r r e t u r n , o n D e c e m ¬
ber 28, 1938, in the l i t t le house that Bedstefar had bui l t
f o r h e r a c r o s s t h e t r a c k s f r o m t h e o l d A s h l a n d F o l k S c h o o l .

and she loved to go with him to meetings
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G u e s t E d i t o r 8 1 s t A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n

American Evangelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

Seatt le, Washinj j ton
August 12-17, 1958

T h e 8 1 s t a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e
American Evangelical Lutheran Church
w i l l b e h e l d i n S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church, 5515 Phinney Avenue, Seattle
3, Washington, August 12-17, upon
i n v i t a t i o n o f S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church, Seatt le, Wash. The business
sessions, worship services and all meet¬
ings of committees and groups will
take p lace in St . John’s church, i ts
a u d i t o r i u m , a n d o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s .

The opening service will take place
a t 8 p . m . , T u e s d a y , A u g u s t 1 2 .
T h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n s o f t h e c o n v e n ¬
t i o n w i l l b e g i n We d n e s d a y, A u g u s t
13, at 9a. m. Sunday worship services
w i l l b e h e l d a t S t . J o h n ’ s c h u r c h a t
9 a . m . a n d 1 1 a . m . T h e c o n v e n t i o n
closing meeting will be at 7:30 p. m.
Sunday, August 17.

All congregations of the synod are
urged to send de lega tes to the conven¬
tion and all pastors are expected to
attend. Registrat ion should be in the
h a n d s o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e o f
the convention not later than July 15.
All delegates must be certified by the
secretaries of their respective congre¬
g a t i o n s . ( N a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f t h e
chairman of the registration and cre¬
d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e a p p e a r i n t h e i n v i ¬
t a t i o n f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church printed below.)

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a l l
t h e b u s i n e s s s u b m i t t e d t o i t f o r a c t i o n
according to the rules governing the
conven t i on and f ound i n t he synod
by- laws as we l l as those govern ing
the institutions, missions, councils and
committees of the synod.

Al l reports to be presented to the
c o n v e n t i o n m u s t b e i n t h e h a n d s o f

the president of the synod by May 20
in order that they may be printed in
the Annual Report and distr ibuted to
the congrega t ions and min is te rs fo r
their s tudy and considerat ion in due
t i m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i s c a l l e d t o A r t i c l e
VIII, par. 5in iho constitution accord¬
ing to which any member or congi'e-
g a t i o n o f t h e s y n o d m a y s u b m i t t o p i e . s
fo r d i scuss ion a t Ihe conven t ion by
sending any siicli to the synod presi¬
d e n t f o r p u b l i c a t i o n a t l e a s t s i x w e e k s
p H o i ' I d t h e c o n v o n l i o n . J u l y 1 s t i . s
t h e d e a d l i n e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e
Ju l y 5 th i s . sue o f LUTHERAN T ID¬
I N G S .

The meet ing.? and serv ices of the
convention are open to all friends and
members of the synod. The host con¬
g r e g a t i o n w i l l m a k e a n n o u n c e m e n t
with respect to lodging and meals.

The convention is always of great

s ign ificance to the l i f e and work o f
the synod. May all delegates and min¬
isters prepare themselves diligently by
s t u d y i n g t h e c o n t e n t o f t h e A n n u a l
Report to be publ ished this summer.
And may God’s ble.ssing rest upon all
who in any way accept responsibility
for the work of God’s kingdom in and
through our synod. May the Holy
Spirit give us the vision and courage
to serve God faithfully and sincerely
wherever we l ive . H is wi l l be done.

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

I

I

Ap r i l 24 , 1958
1232 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Des Moines 16, Iowa.

Pictured above is Fyl la Ki ldegaard,
her husband. Axe l K i ldegaard, Dean
o f G r a n d V i e w S e m i n a r y, a n d t h e i r
t h r e e c h i l d r e n , S i r i , L i s e a n d N i s .
M r s . K i l d e g a a r d h a s e d i t e d t h e i n ¬
t e r i o r p a g e s o f t h i s s p e c i a l W M S J u b i ¬
l e e i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .
S h e l i v e s i n D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , i s a
m e m b e r o f t h e s y n o d ’ s P u b l i c a t i o n
C o m m i t t e e , a n d a n a c t i v e h o m e - m a k e r.

— V . H .

C O N V E N T I O N I N V I TAT I O N

J o h n ’ s E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Congregation of Seattle, Washington,
takes pleasure in inviting the pastors
and delegates of our synod to the
81st Annual Convention of the Ameri¬
can Evange l i ca l Lu theran Church to
be held August 12-17, 1958, in St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 5515 Phinney Ave.,
Seattle, Washington.

Registration cards, maps of Seattle,
and information of interest to all who
plan to participate in the Convention
will be mailed before May 10 to the
pastors and congregations of the Amer¬
ican Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Additional information may appear in
f u t u r e i s s u e s o f L U T H E R A N T I D ¬
I N G S .

The signed registration cards should
be in the hands of the Registration
and Credent ia ls Commi t tee not la ter
than July 15. Those who desire special
services and accommodations, such as
daily care for young children, motels,
o r h o t e l s , a r e u r g e d t o s t a t e t h e i r
requests in letters accompanying their
completed registration cards and mail
t h e m t o :

Mr. Ear l Stcber l , Chairman
Registration and Credentials Com.
S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
5515 Phinney Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.

The Congregation will do its best to
provide adequate housing for all pas-
tor.s, delegates, and staff meinbers who
iegi.sler before July 1.5. We expect to
house the larger number of our guests
in .private homes and .some in Ihe new
Eullieraii Bible Instiluie dormitory not
far from St. John's Church.

Tiio Seal lie fJongregal ion is looking
f o r w a r d
this Convention, to fellowship with old
and new fr iends, and to the spir i tual
r iche.s and inspirafion l l iat Ibis event
w i l l o f f e r .

May the Living Lord of the Church
continue to abide among us.

S t .

A N e w S e a s o n
For, lo , the winter is .past , the

r a i n i s o v e r a n d g o n e ;

The flowers appear on the earth;
t h e t i m e o f t h e s i n g i n g o f b i r d s
i s c o m e , a n d t h e v o i c e o f t h e t u r t l e
i s h e a r d i n o u r l a n d .

Song of Solomon.
2:11,12.
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