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L a v e r n L a r k o w s k iD o n a l d H o l mF o l m e r F a r s t r i i p

°^rap1ICTURED ABOVE are the synod’s newest ministers, three Grand
View graduates who were ordained in inspiring services on May 25

^^^11 in Luther Memorial Church, Des Moines. Due to the illness of
the Synod Ordainer, the Synod President, Dr. Alfred Jensen, was

ordainer. Liturgist was Synod Vice President, A. E. Farstrup, of Solvang,
California, the brother of one of the candidates. Assisting pastors were
Synod Secretary Willard Garred, and Pastors Holger Strandskov, C. A.
Stub, Charles Terrell, and Harold Olsen, with Pastor Olsen giving the
Intimation. Ladies of Luther Church served luncheon after the ceremony.

Pastor Farstrup has begun work in Cordova, Nebraska; Pastor Lar-
kowski has moved to Hay Springs, Nebraska; and Pastoi' Holm is in
Manistee, Michigan. Each man’s Vita is printed inside. Also printed
inside is abiographical sketch of Ronald Hansen, afourth man who
was to have shared in this ordination service, but whom God called in
death amonth ago.
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lonalb SiunJi
1 9 3 4 - 1 9 5 8

Some might say that a l i fe o f twenty- four years
i s t rag ica l l y shor t —and su re ly no t much can be
known or accomplished in so short aspan. The l i fe
of Ronald L. Hansen which was just that short was
nevertheless full. His and our expectations were not
to be realized and those years which would normally
be considered only as years of preparation were in¬
stead the full compass of his life. It was alife rich in
both experience and service. Ronald died on the ninth
of May.

Ronald was born in Bellerose, New York, on March
25, 1934, to Jens and Agnes (nee Lund) Hansen.
He was baptized by Rev. Dorf in Our Savior’s Church
in Brooklyn and was confirmed in Holy Trinity Church
o f t h e U L C A . H e c a m e t o D e s M o i n e s i n 1 9 5 0 a n d

!took his last year of high school here. Thereafter
he attended Grand View College and Drake University
receiving his B. A. degree in 1955. That fall he en¬
tered Grand View Seminary from which he would
have graduated this spring.

In the meantime, Ronnie tr ied his hand at many
occupations. Anewsboy for six years, he spent a
summer on afarm in Minnesota, dug ditches another
summer, and for still another was an ice cream vendor.
He sailed the seas with the Military Sea Transport of
the U. S. Navy for two summers, worked as ajanitor,
and had the experience of directing several choirs.
R o n a l d s e r v e d t h e c h u r c h i n t h e Va c a t i o n S c h o o l a t
K i m b a l l t o n a n d i n o u r m i s s i o n p r o g r a m a t N o r t h
Cedar, Iowa. During his second year in the seminary
he served asmall mission church of the Augustana
synod here in Des Moines. From June, 1957, unt i l
h is i l lness , s tudent pas tor Rona ld Hansen, served
our congregat ions a t Oak Hi l l and Ex i ra . He thus
knew apastoral service to at least four congregations
although he was not yet ordained. He had accepted
acall from our congregation at Hartford, Connecticut,
aserv ice wh ich he an t i c ipa ted en thus ias t i ca l l y bu t
w h i c h w a s n o t t o b e f u l fi l l e d .

Ronald’s home was as filled with life and joy as
the last years of his life were with service. In June
of 1954 he married Ethel Kjaer, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Svend Kjaer. Two daughters, Al ice and Susan,
w e r e b o r n t o R o n a l d a n d E t h e l i n 1 9 5 5 a n d 1 9 5 6 . I t

was ahome of happy devotion and one that centered
about our Lord ’s serv ice . The i r loss o f Rona ld as hus¬
band and father defies any attempt of reason to cope
w i t h h i s d e a t h .

Many years ago when the church was very young
there was another youth from whom Christian friends
expected great things. He was on the threshold of his
ministry and his word of witness was fearless in a
fearful age. But that young man was cut down by
the stones of those who scoffed, and no purpose of
God could seemingly be served by his tragic death.
But Saul of Tarsus who stood in that hour was deeply

moved by the death of Stephen. As St. Paul, he be¬
came one of the greatest of the preachers, missionaries,
authors, and archi tects of the Church. Let no man
dictate the l imits of the power of God. In faith, al l
things even Ronnie’s death, may work to the glory of
God. Also in this event of death, there is the witness
of alife which may call young men to the service
of our Lord and His people. More specifically, there is
aheavy testing of us all, wherein through God’s grace
we may grow and glorify His name.

A . C . K .

B E N O T O F F E N D E D

Everything that aman doeth, good or evil, he doeth
it unto himself; therefore, be not offended with him
that doeth thee an injury, for rather oughtest thou
to have humble patience with him, and only grieve
within thee for his sin, take compassion on him and
praying God earnestly for him.

The stronger aman is to endure and suffer pa¬
tiently injuries and tribulations, for love of God, the
greater is he in the sight of God, and no more; and
the weaker aman is to endure pain and advers i ty,
for love of God, the less is he in the sight of God.

If any man praise thee, speak well of thee, render
thou that praise to God alone; and if any man speak
evil of thee, or revile thee, aid thou him, speaking
evil of thyself, and worse.

If thou wilt make good thine own cause, strive
ever to make it appear ill, and uphold thy fellow’s
case, ever imputing guilt to thyself, and ever praising
and truly excusing thy neighbour.

— F r a n c i s o f A s s i s i .

A P R A Y E R F O R G U I D A N C E

OThou Who art the Way, the Truth and the Life,
make Thy way plain before our face. Suffer us not
to stray from Thee Who art the Way, nor to distrust
Thee Who art the Truth, nor to. rest in any other
than Thee Who a r t t he L i f e . Teach us wha t we shou ld
think, what we should do, and wherein to take our
rest, that in Thy light we may see light, and in Thy
straight path may not stumble. Through Jesus Christ
o u r L o r d . A m e n . (Erasmus 1466-1536)

iGutlipran uJiiiittga -pitblished by the American
E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H
O f fi c e o f P u b l i c a t i o n : L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a .
P O S T M A S T E R : S e n d F o r m s 3 5 9 7 t o A S K O V, M I N N E S O TA .
E d i t o r : R e v . V e m e r H a n s e n , 4 2 6 0 T h i r d A v e . , L o s A n g e l e s 8 , C a l i f .
C i r c u l a t i o n M a n a g e r : S v e n d P e t e r s e n , A s k o v, M i n n e s o t a .

M e m b e r o f A s s o c i a t e d C h u r c h P r e s s
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as second c l ass ma t te r Sep tember 16 , 1942 , a t t he pos t o f fice a t Askov,
M i n n e s o t a , u n d e r t h e a c t o f M a r c h 3 , 1 8 7 9 .
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will he not also give us all things with him?” (Ro.
8:32).Patte/iH To be sure the answer cannot be given in detail.
We cannot penetrate behind the mystery of God’s
personality and guess what He will do. PerhapsHn
the days to come some hints as to what He is doing
may be seen by us. It may be that already some
young boy or girl has been influenced by Ronny’s .
ministry, someone who will shine forth like the heroes
of the faith. Perhaps Ronny has completed his min*
istry, and the rest would have been anti-climax.

Or perhaps others will step up to take Ronny’s
place.- Certainly, at the very least, his death should
cause all of us to review our lives and ask ourselves

Dr. N. L. Norqiiist
Te x t ; R o m a n s 8 : 1 5 - 3 9

Sometimes our feelings run so deep we cannot put
them into words. When grief is on us, our bodies do
not function as they should. We try to draw adeep
breath and cannot. Then from out of the deep places
comes agroan, not in words but apart of our very
selves let loose upon the air. But although we can¬
not express ourselves in sighs, we know that what
we feel is understood by God. He who searches the
hearts of men understands our need. Even before we
can say what we feel. He is already on His way to
c o m f o r t u s .

We feel agreat loss today because of the passing of
our brother, Ronny. We shall miss him: the broad boy¬
ish grin, the sight of the strong, muscular body, the
plodding stride. We shall miss his politeness, his gentle¬
ness, his love for his family. There was agreat ser¬
iousness about Ronny which was yet suffused with a

of humor that often saw the grotesque and

why we are living.
Perhaps these things will be, and perhaps not.

The full answer will be plain only in eternity. Now
we see darkly as in amirror. We cannot anticipate
what God will do. His ways are not our ways.

But one thing we know: He is doing something.
He is not just letting things happen as they may.
The reins are tightly held in His hands, and nothing
can wrest them from Him. When Paul wrote to the
Romans, he told them he planned to visit them before
he went on to evangelize Spain. Ido not plan to stay
with you, he told them, but Ihave determined that
Imust go to Spain. We see that Paul too had his
plans. But even though Paul was agiant in faith,
not even he could foresee that he would never go to
Spain. God would carry out His purpose, and the
West would be evangelized. But not through Paul.
“We have this treasure (the Gospel) in earthen ves-

he said to the Corinthians, “to show that the

s e n s e

comical in si tuat ions. We shal l miss hjs great am¬
bition —he was- always so busy —his determined
faith. He was only aboy,, but there was aman-sized
mystery locked inside him. Often as you talked with
him you had the feeling that he held within things
too precious, too sacred, to be expressed. All of
this forms part of adear picture which we will treas¬
ure. Our loss is great.

Our grief is intensified by the knowledge of his
chosen work. He belongs to the church as well as to
his family. Within afew weeks he was to have taken
up his duties as aminister in the church. And how
desperately he was needed! Ronny, along with each
of his classmates, had several calls to choose from.
T h e c h u r c h n e e d e d h i m .

As far as man can tell he would have made afirst-
rate contr ibut ion. He was an at t ract ive preacher, a
hard worker; he was persistent and fearless. Today
as we gather to review our memories of him, we

also tempted to look ahead to what might have
been. How many baptisms might have been recorded
by him. How many boys and girls confirmed. How
many old folks visited and cheered. How many ring¬
ing sermons might have come forth from him.

But none of this is to be, and that is the reason
agreat sigh goes up from us.
deep is our feeling of loss.

In our groaning there is another element, and that
is aquestion. Why should this have happened? Our
minds wi l l not rest unt i l we can make some sense
of it. Is there not an answer to this grievous event?
Is it only senseless waste? Is it only another illus¬
tration of the futility and meaninglessness of life? Or
is there apattern?

Our answer is Yes. “We know that in everything
God works for good with those who love him, who
are called according to his purpose” (Ro. 8:28). The
answer of our faith is that God is in control, and that
even suffering and death can glorify Him. “He who
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all.

sels,'
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us.”
Human plans are important, but God’s purpose will
be accomplished even when man’s plans are thwarted.

We think of how many plans were made by Ronny,
his family, and the church. There was the question
of moving to Hartford. There were plans made about
the furniture, the new place to live. There were
plans to work in the church in anew location.

Yes, we make plans, and we must. But this comes,
and we see how little and weak we are. We see how
tentative are all our plans. Yet we believe that God
will fit in this event too in away that glorifies Him.
Let us never doubt that through it all one steadfast

In all that happens God works for
a r e

p u r p o s e m o v e s ,
good with those who love him.

One final thing we must remember. God’s great
purpose includes personal concern for each of us.
Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ; noth-

break the bonds of love that have been formedG o d a l o n e k n o w s h o w
m g c a n
between Christ and all who love Christ. This great
passage in Romans, chapter 8, keeps trying to tell us
that even suffering and death can be firtted into God’s
plan.

Many people have suffered these last weeks, the
family, the friends; even Ronny himself belongs to
that fellowship of suffering. Not only did his illness
cause suffering but he had submitted himself to years
of study and astudent’s poverty. But the greatest

(Con t i nued on Page 15 )

Dr, Norquist, of the Grand View Seminary faculty,
preached this message at the funeral of student
R o n a l d H a n s e n .



o

Page 4 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S June 20, 1953

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cordova,
Nebraska —acongregation it was my privilege to
serve during my interneship last summer. May God
b less the v /o rk he has ca l led me to do in the i r m ids t .

Witlr- this in mind, Ihereby apply for ordination
into the ministry of the American Evangelical Luther¬
a n C h u r c h .

V I T A

I, Folmer Harry Farstrup, was born on afarm near
Exira, Iowa, on May 1, 1917, the son of Hans Farstrup
and Matilde Farstrup (nee Tendrup). Iam the sixth
of the eight children born to this union. My mother,
died in April of 1955. My father resides in his home
on the family farm near Exira.

Iwas'baptized in St. John’s Lutheran Church west
of Exira in June of 1917 by the late Pastor H. C.
Strandskov. Iattended Sunday School, summer school,
and was confirmed in the same church by the late
Pas to r Hen r i k P lambeck i n Oc tobe r o f 1931 .

V I T A

I, Donald Anton Flolm, was born in Omaha, Ne¬
braska, on August 9, 1933. My father, Anton K. Holm,

. , m o t h e r , M a r g a r e t J u u l H o l m , w e r e b o r n i n
During my childhood years, Iwas forunate in Denmark, though they met and were married in this

that my parents endeavored to teach their children, country. During the fall and winter after Iwas born
by word and deed, to have the same Christian out- niy parents took me along on atrip to Denmark, and
look on life which they held —as did an uncle, Peter it was during our stay there that fwas baptized.
Farst rup, who l ived wi th us dur ing th is t ime. Th is
a t t i t ude made t he chu rch ana tu ra l cen te r o f ou r l i ves .
My life at home during these formative years was
also highlighted by many evenings of fellowship Evangelical Lutheran Church in Omaha,
singing which stressed the fact that Christianity is a
way of life and not just apart of it.

When Iwas about five years old, Ibegan attending
Sundaj^ School at what was then Our Saviour’s Danish

Ibegan my training toward confirmation during
the first year that Rev. Peter Thomsen served the
Omaha congregation, and Iwas confirmed on March-
30, 1947.

My elementary schooling was received in the coun¬
try school near my home; Iattended high school in
Exira and was graduated in May of 1935. Iattended ^^^t began to consider theChristianministry asa
Grand View College during 1936-37 and 1939-40, and profession. Rev. Thomsen,though he. never spoke
was graduated from junior college. Ihave also studied about the possibility until Imentionedit, did moreto
at Omaha University and Drake University. influence my decision thanany otherp e r s o n .

It was during this period of study that I

During the first three months of 1950, there was
agreat deal of serious illness in our family. In these
very difficult months, Idiscovered just how much my
Christian faith meant to me, and it was at this time
that Ifinally made up my mind to enter into the
f u l l t i m e s e r v i c e o f t h e C h u r c h .

In 1951 Iwas graduated from high school, and the
following September Ientered Grand View College.
When Ihad completed my two years there, Iattended
the University of Omaha from which Ireceived my
B. A. in English Literature in 1955.

Iwas married on November 30, 1941, to Bernice
Grobeck of Omaha, Nebraska. She has been aconstant
source of inspiration in my life due in part to the
fact that our religious and family backgrounds are
almost identical. We are the parents of three children;
Gregory, age 15; Linde, age 14; and Jean, age 10.

During the war years, 1941-45, Iwas employed by
Bell Aircraft Co. of Buffalo, N. Y. Upon our return to
Omaha, Iwas employed by the Grobeck Dairy where
Iworked until Ientered Grand View Seminary. These
years were no tab le i n tha t I came in con tac t w i th
across section of American life and religious views. During the summer months in my college years

Iworked as acarpenter ’s apprent ice \vhich gave me
an opportunity to become acquainted with the atti-

their religious affiliation, most people are concerned tudes of the working man. While school was in session
v/ith the issues which make life meaningful. j worked as an orderly in ahospital and learned to

know the needs of sick people.

I found that, regardless of their stat ion in l i fe or

During the ten years our family lived in Omaha
we maintained membership in Central Lutheran
Church which is amember congregation of the AELC.
We a r e a t p r e s e n t m e m b e r s o f L u t h e r M e m o r i a l
C h u r c h .

Ientered Grand View Seminary in 1955. While I
was there, and especially durng the last two years,
Ihad the opportunity of serving many churches in our
own synod and in others. In the summer of 1957 I
served Our Saviour ’s Lutheran Church in Manistee,
Michigan, as Student Pastor. Here Ilearned agreat
deal about congregational l i fe.

In the last years before entering the seminary,
there was agrowing awareness in my mind and heart
of the pertinence of the Christian gospel. Finally,
in the fall of 1955, Idecided to enroll in Grand View
Seminary —adecision in which Iwas encouraged by Before our marriage my wife was amember of the
my wife and family, as well as many friends. Study Methodist Church, but she became amember of our
at the seminary has only deepened my previous con- church just before our marriage. She has just com-
victions. My professors at the seminary, by example pleted her work toward aB. S. in Education. It is
and through their teaching, have contributed immeas- our prayer that she will be an asset in my ministry,
urably to my understanding of the Christian faith.

On June 8, 1957, Iwas married to Ann Louise Eno.

Iam very thankful to all who have helped me in
my preparation for the ministry; to my father and .Ihave received and accepted acall to serve the
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mother from whom Ifirst learned the meaning of ing. In 1953, Igraduated from Grand View College
the Christian life, to the ministers who have guided and enrolled at Drake University the next fall. While
and taught me during my youth, and to the pro- attending Drake University, Iserved as Youth Director
lessors in the seminary who have taught me by word at Union Park Methodist Church for two years. This
and example what the Christian ministry should be. opportunity, as well as the others, has given me
It is through these devoted friends and their help practical experience as well as adeeper understanding
that Ihave completed my training. of the Christian ministry. In the fall of 1955, Ien¬

tered Grand View Theological Seminary. Ireceived
Iam grateful that Ihave the privilege of bearing ^Bachelor of Arts degree, with amajor in Sociology,witness to the Word of God and it is my prayer that,

through the grace and guidance of God, Imay be
able' to fulfill the trust placed in me.

I n t h efrom Drake University, in January of 1958.
summer of 1957, Iserved St. Peter’s Evangelical Lu¬
theran Community Church, at Hay Springs, Nebraska,
as student-pastor. The value of this experience is
immeasurable and for it, Iam eternally grateful.Ihave accepted acall to serve as pastor of Our

Sav iour ’s Lu theran Church in Man is tee , Mich igan.
Ihereby apply to the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church for ordination, and pray for the blessing of our
Lord and Saviour in my calling.

In February of this year, Ibecame engaged to be
married to Miss Marilyn Nissen. She ia amember
of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church at Kron-
borg, Nebraska, and is asenior at the University of
Nebraska. We will be married on July 26, 1958.

V I T A Iam grateful to God for the opportunity that I
have had in preparing for the Christian ministry.I, Lavern Lee Larkowski, son of Steve F. Larkow- __ -

ski and wife, Bessie Jacobsen Larkowski, was born Through aclose association with the faculty and stu-
August 14, 1933, on afarm near Nysted, Nebraska. dents of the Seminary for the past three years, Ifeel

that my knowledge of the work has been broadened,
my aims strengthened, and my anticipation for the
work ahead intensified. During the last two years in the

Ilived in the Nysted community with my parents,
five brothers and five sisters, all of my life until I
finished high school. During my early boyhood. Seminary, Ihave had the opportunity of holding serv-
activity was resumed at St. Peder’s Evangelical Lu- in many of our congregations in the Mid-west,
theran Church in Nysted after several years of inac- jindeed thankful for this, not only because of
tivity. My family joined this congregation and soon experience it has given me, but for the strength-
after, 1was baptized at our home into the Nysted ening of fellowship which we feel so keenly within
congregation with my brothers and sisters. Ibecarne synod. As Ienter the services of our Lord and
active in the Sunday School and was confirmed in Master, Ipray that by His grace, Imay serve as He
May of 1947. Ibecame amember of the youth or- .^^guld have me serve within His Church that it may
ganization of our church and taught Sunday School j^g ̂ j^g glory and honor of His Name,
there for two years. It was during this time that' I
became increasingly interested in the work and the
affairs of the Church. My pastor. Rev. Howard Chris¬
tensen, was agreat influence in these formative
years as he guided and taught me. While at home,
Itaught summer Bible School for two summers under
Rev. Howard Christensen’s direction and found myself
even more interested in the work of the Church after
these experiences.

Ihave received and accepted acall from the con¬
gregation at St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Commu'-
nity Church, Hay Springs, Nebraska. Ihereby apply
to the American Evangelical Lutheran Church for
o r d i n a t i o n .

Simon The Cyrenian Speaks
He never spoke aword to me.

And yet He called my name;
He never gave asign to me.

And yet Iknew and came.

At first Isaid, “I will not bear
His cross upon my back;

He only seeks to place it there
Because my skin is black.”

But He was dying for adream.
And He was very meek.

And in His eyes there shone agleam
Men journey far to seek.

After graduating from high school in 1951, Ien¬
rolled at Grand View College with the intention of
preparing for the field of teaching. After my first
year there, Idecided to prepare for the Christian min¬
is t ry.

My decision to take up the Christian ministry was
agradual one, with anumber of things influencing
this decision. Through my affiliation with my home
congregation and its pastor, Idiscovered acertain
amount of joy and satisfaction in working and living
within the Church. Through distr ic t and local func¬
tions of the Church’s youth organization, Ilearned
more about being with people, understanding them,
and working with them. Isoon discovered aneed
for Christian ministers as this type of work became
more impor tant to me.

While at Grand View College, Itaught Bible School
for amonth at Kimballton, Iowa, in 1952, where I
had my first chance to use some of my college train-

It was Himself my pity bought;
I d i d f o r C h r i s t a l o n e

What all of Rome could not have wrought
W i t h b r u i s e o f l a s h o r s t o n e .

C o u n t e e C u l l e n ,
( i n L u t h e r a n H e r a l d )
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for aminister in our synod? It does not make him
abetter pastor. It is useful only in terms of compari¬
son with others and in terms of career. (There may
possibly be some ego satisfaction involved as well,
which can have psychological validity and import¬
ance.)

A N D

: C O M M E N T When one looks over the opportunities of
our synod, thinking in crass terms of career, the possi¬
bilities are surely limited. Aman usually knows
whether he wants rural work or suburban work or
urban work, and whether he can do his best work in
special fields such as those. And if he limits his
choices to those definite areas, then he does not have
very many choices to make.

We can hear the protests coming. What about
concept of the “call”? Have we no faith in the Holy
S p i r i t ? O f c o u r s e w e d o . ^
except very rarely, to our men from outside our synod,
(and even then are usually sought after.) Aman
who thinks in practical terms of what he
plish, of what he can do with his gifts —● whatever
they may be —and of how wide asphere of influence
he might possibly have, and of what provision he can
make for his family and his children’s education, does
not simply sit and wait. He looks over our synod
very carefully, and tries to see where he might fit

And some of our young men have done this
very thing, and have said to themselves, “No, my
work must be in another synod, where Ican give the
Holy Spirit more opportunity to use me.” Whether
we like it or not, this is one reason we have not enough
m i n i s t e r s .

It used to be that our college and our seminary
called ministers away from their churches into teach¬
ing positions. The Board of Education has avoided
this necessity in recent times. It may be some of our
younger ministers do have hopes of being called into
teaching work. This could account for the effort to
earn degrees. But here, too, opportunities are very'
l i m i t e d .

Thinking again in terms of career, our potential
seminary students face still another prospect. Since
we are so few pastors in our synod, congregations are
limited in their choice of whom to call. Sometimes
they look outside our synod and call men from other
churches, thus limiting the opportunities for
men still further. We are happy for such congrega¬
tions, for the good work these men do, and we hope
such congregations make the reasonable request that
these ministers join our synod. We certainly need
them. But aword must be said in defense of our
own men who are disturbed by congregations' which
do not exhaust all the possibilities among our
before seeking elsewhere. If this should happen very
often, then it will be still another discouraging factor,
hindering our young men from deciding to serve in
our synod.

Serv ice can not be measured in terms of
bers of people reached. But at least it is true to
say that aman in alarge congregation is never both¬
ered by the question of whether he might not have
too few people to work among. Many of our congre¬
gations are rural, and with the nationwide declining

s e r v i c e m

I T I S T H E h u m b l e b e l i e f o f P r o t e s t a n t i s m t h a ^
there is no distinction between clergy and laity. This
“universal priesthood of believers” is no doubt an
ideal, and also in many ways apractical reality. One
or two recent developments in church life bring the
idea into the spotlight of discussion at this time.
The current issues themselves are perhaps not too
important, but they do lead into some related con¬
siderations. An influential religious journal, the Chris¬
tian Century, recently provoked some rebuttal to its
strongly stated position that seminary students per¬
haps ought not to be married. It seems to us avalid
point that if this freedom from domesticity is good
for seminary students it is no less good for other grad¬
uate students. We would tend to protest against the
dist inct ion. Another recent development is the de¬
cision by our merger commissions that new ministers
not be allowed membership in such organizations as
the Masons. The action may be sound, but we tend
to protest against the distinction made between lay¬
men and clergy.

F r a n k l y, o u r i n t r o d u c t o r y p a r a g r a p h h a s b e e n
merely groundwork for the main point of th is edi¬
torial, which is that ministers in our day (and in our
synod ) t h i nk o f t he i r se r v i ce i n t e rms o f ca ree r.
Professionalism in the ministry is as abhorent to this
department as it is to anyone. There is, as there
should be, an atmosphere of self-sacrifice and idealism
and renunciation involved in any decision to become
apastor. No one feels this to be more necessary than
we do, and any young man entering his l i fe’s work
who does not have this willingness as one of his attri¬
butes will soon find it forced upon him. Nevertheless,
we must recognize that potent ial seminary students
and actual seminary students cannot help but think
of their life’s work, at least in part, in terms of career.
A n d i f w e a r e s i n c e r e i n o u r b e l i e f t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d
be no distinction between clergy and laity, then we
must be prepared to be understanding about this.

The question that is then raised —once we have
forgiven our young friend for this one lapse into self¬
consideration —is this: What does our synod offer a
young man in terms of Career?

If so bold astatement of aquestion we tend to shy
off from shocks anyone, he will perhaps be tempted
to lay his paper down and not read further. But i t
may be that he is then blinding himself to one of
the reasons why our synod so badly needs ministers.

There seems to be some evidence for saying this.
More and more, our seminary students and potential
seminary students think of their educat ion in terms
of degrees to be earned. Anumber of them quite
frankly have gone to other seminaries where for the
same number of years’ work they can earn arecog¬
nized B. D. degree. What purpose can adegree have

o u r

But calls do not come.

c a n a c c o m -

m .

o u r o w n

o w n m e n

n u m -
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population of purely rural areas, the possibilities of
growth in such parishes are not encouraging.

Some of our younger ministers have been offered
positions outside our church, and we must thank them
and thank God that they have not left us. But who
could raise asingle word of censure if they should?

We would not minimize for amoment the import¬
ance of the spiritual relationship within acongrega¬
tion which can never be measured in numbers. Never¬
theless, our young men —who, as we noted in the first
paragraph, are not different from other people —do
think of thei r l i fe ’s work in terms of career.

In our synod, it has been arefreshing and redeem¬
ing feature that our small size has made it possible
for many of our men to be given intersynodical com¬
mittee and board work which they would never have
had in other synods. They have been given the oppor¬
tunity to attend great convocations of international
significance, etc.
rather high percentage of them, etc. This has been a
redeeming feature of work in our synod.

But what happens, now, when the merger comes?
Suddenly even these opportunities will disappear.
And we must be prepared for the fact that after the
merger, some of our best men will very likely be called
to more opportunity-filled congregations which now
belong to other synods. It is willful blindness not to
recognize this as afact, lamentable though it is to
those of us who greatly love our synod and its churches.

We have no suggestions to offer and no solutions
to propose here at this time. We simply wish to use
this page to call into attention some sobering facts,
and to plead for understanding and perhaps even for¬
giveness for those of our young men approaching their
prime who may not be entirely content with their
career prospects in our synod.

Mountain deuiUted
You Mus t Be Pe r fec t

(Sermon on the Mount as Translated in RSV)
X V I

9 96 4

Give people anywhere achance to ask questions
about religion, and someone is bound to inquire, “What
does Jesus mean when He says; ‘You, therefore, must
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect’?”
(Matthew 5:48, RSV). The answer is sure to precipi¬
tate atheological debate. Pelagius held that the saying
implied that perfection must be possible to any in¬
dividual who wholly desires it, but the church at large
has stuck with Augustine, whose view of human
nature hardly included this rosy possibility.

On the basis of such interpretations of this passage
as IJohn 3:9, Wesley required of his preachers at'
ordination astatement of their intention to “go on to
perfection,” but it is not certain whether he ever be¬
lieved anyone had reached that state. When arare
individual in our society claims to have attained it,
we find that his neighbors do not usually share the
opinion.

Perhaps the clue is Wesley’s “go on to perfection.”
Sir Joshua Reynolds tells us concerning the artist’s
ideal: “The sight never beheld it, nor has the hand
expressed it. It is an ideal residing in the breast
of the artist, which he is always laboring to impart, and
which he does, at last without imparting.” So it may
be that perfect goodness, though not attainable in this
life, is the goal of all our striving.

Consider, however, what the dictionary has to say
about the English word “perfect.” Its primary mean¬
ing is not flawlessness but rather “Having all the
properties or qualities belonging to its natural, com¬
pletely developed, or whole state.” This, too, is the
meaning of the Greek word. What Jesus is saying
is that we are to reach our full development, become
mature, adult, complete. Used of animals, the word
means full-grown; of arguments, fully constituted,
valid; of persons, accomplished.

They become district presidents, a

IN PREVIOUS YEARS this department has urged
the support of our Seminary and has urged the synod
to maintain it in Des Moines as the left auricle of our
synodical heart. But coronary surgery will no doubt
be coming. It now seems inevitable that the Board
of Education will one day soon be proposing that the
Seminary be merged and moved elsewhere. We fought
this proposal in other times, and we still dislike the
thought. But the decision, it appears, is being made
for us by the students themselves who choose to go
elsewhere. The lure of the academic degree is unan¬
swerable, and it may be best to give in to the young
m e n

Paul’s interpretation of this is Ephesians 4:13f:
“Until we attain to m a t u r e m a n h o o d , t o t h e m e a s ¬
ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; so that we
may no longer be children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.”
It is the teaching of the pastoral epistles that this is
the very purpose for which the Bible was given; “that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work” (II Timothy 3:17).

on this point. Iii fact, there seems to be no choice.

IN AWEEK or so the Report to the 81st Annual
Conven t i on w i l l be d i s t r i bu ted . Cong rega t i ons a re
urged to get alarge supply and to have them widely
read. It would be well if the Report, like LUTHERAN
TIDINGS, went into every synod home. If we could
be sure that our people would read them it would
be aworthwhile expense. But it should be under¬
taken locally, if at all, and should be accompanied by
areal campaign to have the Report studied. We never
know in advance what the President’s Report will
contain, but we do know it will be vital.

J . C a r t e r S w a i m .

It is not what- men eat but what they digest that
makes them strong; not what we gain, but what we
save that makes us rich; not what we read, but what
we remember that makes us learn; and not what we
preach, but what we practice that makes us Chris¬
t i a n s .

— B a c o n .
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never been more fascinating.’ (Doesn’t this sound very
much like today?) ... .In spite of difficulties, the Chris¬
tian life and spirit must gather us into afellowship.

“What might the Christian emphasis in DSU imply?
Might Imention that it would mean amore living

,contact with our Christian heritage. It would
that our youth be not strangers to our hymns. Young
people, reared only in the latest song-hits,
are cheated out of areally fine thing in life. (You
see, they had a“Presley” and an “Everly Brothers”
back then, too.) What spiritual strength and beauty
...there (is) in ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’
and ‘Lead Kindly Light’ and ‘Abide With Me’, etc.

“One wonders i f Protestant ism can mainta in i t¬
self without the love and knowledge of the Bible
that the protestant fathers fostered. We have in
our time heard agreat deal about the ‘forgotten
man.’ What about aline about the forgotten book?
There are days, and not so long ago, that many mem¬
bers in the congregations knew their Bible. Today
we hear constant ly, ‘We can’ t understand i t . ’ That
can hardly be true, because the folks of yesterday
did understand. But it requires effort and time. The
man who keeps in aconstant touch with the Old Book
is in good company

“Another of our Christian heritages is that of as¬
sembling in worship. It would be hard to conceive of
Christianity without acongregation ( B u t ) t h e r e
a r e s o m e m i n i s t e r s w h o f e e l a s i f t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s
consider church-going as one of the ten plagues to be
endured—sometimes. It calls to my mind astory of
aboy who was brought to Sunday School by his father.
The boy did not want to go that particular morning.
The father admonished him and said, ‘Son, you got to
go, religion is important. You got to have it.’ The boy
looked at his father and said, ‘Dad, if it is so important,
why don’t you stay for church?’ Ishould like to make
clear that if there is to be areligious emphasis in our
young people’s work, the old folks must come along,
too. This may dampen the ardor of some people. It
nevertheless is true. We need are-awakening along
t h e w h o l e l i n e . ”

, y o u t h
m m

American Evangel ica l Lut l i .
Youth Fellowship

E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

S t . P e t e r ’ s C h u r c h

D a n n e b r o g - , N e b r a s k a

i i
m e a nI

i

P a s t a m i P r e s e n t . . . H o w S i m i l a r !

The following is taken from an article printed in
LUTHERAN TIDINGS exactly 22 years ago. It was
written by H. O. Nielsen in reply to the need for
recognition of the needs of DAYPS (now AELYF) by
t h e N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n . I t h a s n o t l o s t i t s r e l e v a n c e !

Read it and see for yourselves!
“There is aproblem that many of us are face to

face with in DSU (now LYF). Many of our meetings
are but social gatherings. Our church has sanctioned
games, folk dances, dances and what not. We have
tried to say with the old priest, ‘We want our young
■folks to have agood time, but we also want them
t o b e d e c e n t a b o u t i t . ’

“At times we have found ourselves stressing and
encouraging sociabil i ty in our organization. This at¬
titude might be necessary in apietistic age, when men
bel ieved that they were hal lowed by rest ra int . But
modern you th i s no t overburdened by res t ra in t —
rather the opposite. Some years ago Istopped over at
atourist camp in Wyoming. (The store there was run
by apoor old lady, supporting two daughters and her
ill husband.) It was aSaturday evening and their two
daughters stripped the cash register of its contents.
The mother sighed and said, ‘The children must have
their good timq.’ The point Iwish to make is this, ‘the
good time’ can be bought too dearly. If your YP so¬
ciety has nothing to offer but good time or your mem¬
bers are interested in nothing else, then your group
is fai l ing.

“Another difficulty that DSU has been laboring under
is the perplexing problem of getting our youth rooted.
The future of our youth depends upon whether or not
they wil l fasten their l i fe-roots in our own American
soil. Until they do so, it is futile to expect that they
shall have aheartfelt longing for the Danish heritage.
It is purely romantic to think that our youth will... .
be carried off by contacting the Danish if they go no
deeper or farther than the brazen and the external
s i d e o f A m e r i c a .

Over the Typewriter
Ihope some of you “younger” young people can get

something out of this article, too. Iknow that the older
ones will recognize many of the problems of 1936 as
being even greater problems of 1958. Ifeel that the
answers given are good. They need to be fulfilled today,
too. We need self-examination. But it must come on
the part of old and young alike. There is no halfway
or distant ground. We are bound together in acommon
fellowship with God. If the young are to realize this
fellowship in its greatness, they must be helped by
t h e o l d !

In our age of love for money, convertibles, fast
living, rock and roll, “socializing,” and the like, re¬
member that as young people, we'are to mold our¬
selves. That mold can only be solid and good if the
Potter, Christ, is our helper. Seek to understand the
Bible and worship. We can use it!

Ahappy family is but an earlier heaven.
Sir John Rowring.

“. ... the DSU of yesterday was held together by the
language and cultural ties of Denmark T h e s e c u l ¬
tural ties of today are not strong enough to keep us
together. Something must take their place, something
strong enough to hold us united. And what is that?
Our Christian heritage.

realize it will be no easy task. Not be¬
cause our youth are so different from the youth of a
generation ago, but the world we live in is. It has been
rightly said, ‘There has never been an age in which it
is more difficult to live inwardly. The outer world has

I
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Oun, 'kJamoaX
I

M R S . A A G E PA U L S E N , E D I TO R i

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

so hard.” In looking back, Imust admit i t has been along
t i m e s i n c e I ’ v e w o r k e d a s h a r d a s I d i d a t S c h w e n k s v i l l e .

The method used a t th i s pa r t i cu la r workshop was to
present to the group thi-ee suggested programs which United
C h u r c h Wo m e n u s e s i n i t s i n s t i t u t e s a n d s e m i n a r s f o r t r a i n ¬
ing of leadership in the field. Each perspn was assigned a
po r t i on o f one o f t he p rog rams we l l i n advance o f t he
c o n f e r e n c e .

I w a s o n a p a n e l w h i c h p r e s e n t e d “ P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s ”
a n d h o w t o w o r k i n t h e m . M y a s s i g n m e n t w a s t h a t o f a n
exper t in Visual A ids. What d id Iknow about v isua l a ids
to quali fy me as an expert? Not athing! But, bel ieve me,
I m a d e i t m y b u s i n e s s t o fi n d o u t a s m u c h a s I c o u l d
a b o u t v i s u a l a i d s , a n d t h a t b e g a n t h e t r a i n i n g s e s s i o n f o r
m e b e f o r e I e v e r l e f t h o m e . W e h a d s e s s i o n s o n w h a t w e
wanted to say and what was the best way in which to say it.
We worked many hours on format and how best to get the
information across to the people in attendance. We had to
bear in mind constantly two points:
1) This program was being presented before agroup which

knew from experience the things we were tel l ing.
2) They were to receive from us what we thought was the

most effective way to present the information, either in
aleadership training course or in our own denominations.

W M S N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, AUGUST 14-15, 1958
The Women's Mission Society of AELC will meet in

National Convention at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Seattle,
Washington. Our meetings wil l be held Thursday and Fri¬
day evenings from 6:30 to 7:45.

Don’t forget that according to our newly adopted con¬
stitutional by-laws. Article I, Sec. 4, the following members
w i l l h a v e v o t i n g r i g h t s :

1. Elected delegates in the ratio of one delegate for each
2 5 m e m b e r s o r f r a c t i o n t h e r e o f .

2 . E x e c u t i v e b o a r d .
3 . E d i t o r o f t h e “ W o m e n ’ s P a g e . ”
4 . D i s t r i c t o f fi c e r s .

5 . K e y W o m e n .

May Iremind you to send me the names of your delegates.
This is the firs t t ime we are hav ing aWMS convent ion

with elected delegates. We sincerely hope that all our women
attending the-AELC National Convention will attend our
meetings. Please, share with us your ideas, bring with
you some good creative thought, some sound, practical ad¬
v i c e a n d c e r t a i n l y y o u r c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m . T h i n k i n
terms of next year ’s pro jects . What would you suggest?
Please help by taking an active part in all discussions even
though you will be unable to vote.

This is our Golden Jubilee Year. As we remember, with
gratitude, the workers of the past, let us meet prayerfully
w i t h a w i l l a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o c a r r y o u t t h e t a s k o f
t o m o r r o w .

Following the presentation of each of the three programs,
there was opportunity for cr i t ic ism and evaluation of what
h a d b e e n d o n e . H a d i t b e e n e f f e c t i v e ? C o u l d i t h a v e b e e n
done di fferent ly and accompl ished as much? I t proved to
all of us that something on this order, presented according
to pattern wi th the use of group techniques, could be of
benefit to all who work in aleadership capacity on the local
l e v e l .

Thyra K. Nussle, Secretary. The s t imu la t i on rece i ved th rough con tac t w i th o the rs
was t remendous . Through the c leve r use o f techn iques ,
e v e r y o n e w a s o n a w o r k i n g “ fi r s t n a m e ” b y t h e e n d o f
Sunday evening. There was an air of complete informali ty
and recept iv i ty in the ent i re group. When we got to the
deve lopment o f the new program on “How to Work w i th
Groups , ” wh ich w i l l be p r in ted and d is t r i bu ted by UCW,
we were well aware of each other and the variance in per¬
s o n a l i t i e s i n t h e g r o u p s . T h i s a w a r e n e s s , i t s e e m s t o m e ,
i s necessary bu t neg lec ted in many o f our re la t ionsh ips
w i t h e a c h o t h e r . W e w e r e e a g e r t o b e g i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t
o f t h e n e w p r o g r a m .

This t ime, instead of being assigned asect ion in which
to work, we choose the sect ion we preferred. Ichose the
section on “personal needs.” We discussed at length what
i t is the individual needs most in group relat ionships and
h o w t o m e e t t h o s e n e e d s . W e d i d n o t a t t e m p t t o s e t o u r ¬
selves up as amateur psychoanalysts, but only to remind
ourselves that personal needs motivate participation in group
a c t i v i t y. O u r r e s p o n s e t o g r o u p a c t i v i t y i s d e t e r m i n e d
largely by our emotional makeup. We need to understand
people and accept them for what they are and can be, rather
t h a n t o s i t b a c k i n j u d g m e n t . B y t r y i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d , w e
w i l l h a v e c o m e a l o n g w a y i n m e e t i n g t h e b a s i c n e e d f o r
secur i t y in g roup re la t ionsh ips . The needs l i s ted by the
g r o u p w e r e :

1) Security —to belong and be accepted.
2) To serve —to be useful and recognized; to be appreciated;

to give self-expression through creativity.

Workshop on Group Development for
Leade rs o f Leade rs

S c h w e n k s v i l l e , P a . , M a y 4 - 9 , 1 9 5 8

Iwas a t the Schwenksv i l le workshop. Schwenksv i l le is
asmal l town in Pennsy lvan ia Dutch count ry, snuggled up
against Spring Mountain. The mountain, however, is not
m u c h m o r e t h a n a h i l l t o t h o s e w h o k n o w t h e R o c k i e s o f
the West . Ha l f way up the h i l l i s asummer resor t wh ich
caters to famil ies and is open from Easter unti l the snow
fl ies . I n t he ea r l y pa r t o f t he season anumber o f con¬
f e r e n c e s a n d r e t r e a t s a r e h e l d a t S p r i n g M o u n t a i n H o u s e .
I a t t e n d e d s u c h a c o n f e r e n c e t h e fi r s t w e e k i n M a y . I t w a s
sponsored by United Church Women for the development of
l e a d e r s . M o s t o f t h e w o m e n i n a t t e n d a n c e w e r e U C W d e l e ¬
ga tes f rom va r ious sec t i ons o f t he coun t ry. The re were
representatives from California, Texas, Georgia and Florida,
a s w e l l a s t h e M i d d l e W e s t , a n d a n u m b e r o f u s w h o w e r e
c l a s s i fi e d a s “ d e n o m i n a t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . ”

The program at the conference was designed to develop
“ l e a d e r s o f l e a d e r s . ” I t m u s t b e a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t m o s t
o f t h e w o m e n i n a t t e n d a n c e w e r e r e c o g n i z e d l e a d e r s i n e i t h e r
UCW or on adenominational level in the fields of leadership
education or as state officers, and the purpose of the work¬
shop was to help them and us to do abetter job.

In the stat ion wagon which transported the group from
North Philadelphia station to Spring Mountain House, there
was agood deal of conversation about what we might expect.
One occupant of the car, in speaking of Dr. Floy Hyde, who
was leading the workshop, said: “You’l l never have worked

We agreed that buzz session and role-playing would be
most e f fec t ive in present ing th is por t ion o f the ins t i tu te .
Other sect ions developed were: “How we learn”
connection with that we had an i l lustrative filmstrip, “Mem-

(Con t i nued on Page 13 )

a n d i n



o

Page 10 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S June 20, 1958

back to it as one of the really pleasant and worth¬
while experiences of your life.W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t f o r D i s t r i c t V I I I

“Bright is the summer day,
“Gayly we hike away,
“Out to the woods and the meadows ”

Pardon us if we momentarily lapse into song at the
thought of another of those wonderful Women’s Re¬
treats at Mt. Cross, thirty miles north of Watsonville,
Calif., and as delightful aspot as you can find any¬
w h e r e i n t h e b e a u t i f u l S a n t a C r u z m o u n t a i n s . T h i s
year the Retreat will again be the first week of Au¬
gust, from the fourth to the eighth. Amost cordial
i n v i t a t i o n i s s e n t o u t t o a l l w o m e n o f D i s t r i c t s V I I I

and IX, as well as any of those from other districts
who are coming west to attend the convention at
Seattle and are able to arrive aweek early. We can
promise you amost del ight fu l exper ience.

The speakers who will provide inspiration and
information during the week are Pastor Einar Farstrup
of Solvang, Pastor Paul Nussle of Salinas, and Miss
Emilie Stockholm of Chicago, President of the Wom¬
en’s Mission Society. Talks will also be given by
the Rev. Dean Collins, of the American Bible Society,
and the Rev. LeRoy Futscher, Chaplain in the Lu¬
theran Wel fare Serv ice a t Berke ley. Added to th is
wi l l be s inging and enter ta inment of var ious k inds
provided by the participants themselves.

For recreation there is the camp swimming pool,
ping pong and other games, crafts, hiking along lovely
mountain t ra i ls , chat t ing, or just s i t t ing in the sun
relaxing. There will be women from our own churches
in this district, as well as from other Lutheran churches
in the area, with opportunit ies to make new friends

.and re-establish old acquaintanceships. Those who
h a v e a t t e n d e d f o r m e r R e t r e a t s h a v e f o u n d t h a t t h e s e

fr iendships are one of the most rewarding features.

We wish to emphasize the fact that, although Mt.
Cross seems very far removed from civi l ization and
our humdrum (or hectic) dai ly existence, i t st i l l re¬
tains all the comforts of home that we really need.
There are beds with mattresses, showers with hot and
cold water, meals that are miraculously ready when
someone (propably awood nymph!) sounds the dinner
gong. There are no dishes to wash either. (We sus¬
pect that the elves take care of that.) Even the timid
souls who are adverse to “roughing it” and “camping
out” need feel no reluctance in coming.

You wil l need asleeping bag. (Don’t be alarmed!
It goes on top of the mattress, not on assorted rocks
outside.) or bedding, comfortable clothes and shoes,
coats or sweaters for the cool evenings and mornings,
to i le t a r t i c les , aB ib le , and “Wor ld o f Song. ” ’Send
your reg is t ra t ion to Mrs . Dagmar Rasmussen, Box
35, Freedom, Calif. Fee for the week is $18.50, plus
c r a f t m a t e r i a l s .

We hope you’ll all start now to tuck away spare
coins in the old sugar bowl to pay expenses, and to
make plans for having your husbands and children
taken care of while you attend the Retreat. We
guarantee that you will never regret it, that you’ll come
home better wives and mothers, and that you’ll look

— E l s i e H o u g e s e n .

P R O G R A M

Monday, August 4

4:00- 5;00—Registration and getting settled. —- -
5 : 3 0 — D i n n e r .

7:30—Evening Fellowship.
9:30—Evening coffee and devotions.

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
8 : 0 0 — B r e a k f a s t .

9:00-10:00—Bible Study.
1 0 : 1 5 - 1 1 : 1 5 — L e c t u r e .

11:15-12:30—Recreation (Swimming, hiking, etc.)
1 2 : 3 0 — L u n c h .

2 : 0 0 — C r a f t s .
4 : 0 0 — L e c t u r e o r d i s c u s s i o n .
5 : 3 0 — D i n n e r .

7:30—Evening Fellowship.
9:30—Evening coffee and devotions.

F r i d a y
8 : 0 0 — B r e a k f a s t .

9:30—Friendship Circle. Departure.

Coming Elections
The 1957 synod convention passed aresolution that “

the Synod Secretary publish in LUTHERAN TIDINGS
six weeks prior to the next convention alist of offices
to be filled by election at the next convention.

They are:

Synod Secretary and 1Synod Board Trustee
G V C a n d G V S B o a r d : 1 m e m b e r

O r d i n a t i o n B o a r d : 1 l a y m e m b e r
P e n s i o n F u n d B o a r d : 1 m e m b e r

Board of Parish Education: 2lay members (one
unexpired term)

Li turgy Commit tee: Al l five members
Board of Welfare: Member representing synod at

large
Synod San ta l Commi t tee : 1member
A m e r i c a n S a n t a l B o a r d : 1 m e m b e r

Church Relations Committee: 1pastor, 2laymen
Publications Committee: 1pastor, 1layman
Tyler Old People’s Home: 1member
Des Moines Old People’s Home: 2members

N o t e : O f fi c e r s a n d m e m b e r s o f B o a r d s a r e a l l o w e d
to resign right up to convention time, which could
bring some changes in this list.

Most people have some sort of religion; at least
they know .what church they are staying away from.

S e l e c t e d .
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The Church’s Stake in the Latest Hybrid
E . W . M U E L L E R

The third of three articles centering attention on rural church duties and pioblems
by the Secretary of the Rural Church Program of the National Lutheran Coimcil.

>HE MID-CENTURY PERIOD of rural America must anticipate the changes that economic and social
can be characterized as the era of hybrids, forces set into motion. The new communities must
We have had hybrid corn, hybrid wheat, and integrate the changes in such away that in the ne\^

hybrid chickens for some time. The newest and most society the Biblical concepts of man, family, work and
significant hybrid is the new rural society. It is being community can find their fulfillment more completely

than in the old society. If this new hybrid society

1
t

introduced very rapidly,' both by country and by city
people. It is doing away with the sharp cleavage productive for goods, it needs the intelligent
that for so long existed between city and town, be- ●concern and the direction of churchmen who have
tween village and country. It is putting into focus capacity to work humbly side by side with the
the inter-relatedness of rural and urban. The Ameri- economists and the sociologists.

About fifty years ago basic concepts were spelled
out and creative minds understood their significance
and gave wings to them by weaving these concepts
into programs to which rural people could relate their
lives and their work, such as Extension Service, 4-H
Clubs, Future Farmers of America, and the like.

can farmer is as much at home in agray flannel suit
as he is in blue jeans. He wears both with equal ease
in the proper setting.

D e c l i n e a n d G r o w t h

Changes in methods of farming have set into mo¬
tion t\yo very significant population movements. The
one is the rapid decline of the farm population. The
other is the very rapid growth of the rural non-farm
populat ion.

People are l i v ing in the count ry communi ty but
they are dependent upon other economic opportuni¬
ties along with agriculture. In some cases industry has
moved into their community. In other cases improved human personality and the welfare of people were
methods of transportation have made urban employ-, often yielded voluntarily or sacrificed in the.interest
ment accessible to them. In still other cases urbanites producing things and acquiring economic values.

T h e n o n - e c o n o m i c v a l u e s c a m e i n f o r l i t t l e c o n s i d e r -

M o r e T h a n . B r e a d

,However, this happened in aperiod of history when
shelter was uppermost in the minds of people. The
the concern to supply the needs of food, fiber, and
patterns of society were shaped in the interest of a
more efficient production of material goods. The

have become weary -of congested living and have seen
the improved transportation as an opportunity to do
the i r l i v ing in acount ry set t ing.

In the new rural community we have commercial
farmers, part-time farmers, former farmers who now
labor ent i re ly in the c i ty, and urban i tes who have
changed their place of shelter but not their place of tively difficult to provideandthe churchesw e r e p r i -
employment. In this new community people, whomarily concerned to establishthemselves inn e w g e o -
often have nothing in common except geographical graphical frontiers, it is understandable that the eco-
space, meet at the PTA or the village hall to seek anomic values were permitted to play amore*prominent
solution to their social problems. Yet, this new rural role than the non-economic values,
hybrid society can be as product ive for good in the
area of living as the hybrid grains have been pro- is amajor problem, ina day when theC h r i s t i a n

Church boasts of its efficiently administered organi¬
zation, in aday when the sons and daughters of
c h u r c h e s i n r u r a l a r e a s s w e l l t h e r a n k o f c h u r c h a n d

As aresult of tremendous changes, rural America state related colleges, in aday when the church mem-
is in extraordinary flux. Anew rural society is bership stands the highest in the nation’s history, the
emerging. This wil l happen with or without the
concern of the church. However, aresponsible church
w i l l n o t b e c o n t e n t t o b e a s i l e n t o b s e r v e r o f t h e

ation. Nor were the God-fearing people the champions
of the non-economic values. They found contentment
in hard work, thrift, and in the promise that eternal
l i fe i s ag i f t f rom God.

In aday when the necessities of life were compara-

But in aday when the overproduction of things

d u c t i v e i n t h e f a r m e r ’ s fi e l d .

L i f e i n F l u x
. k

- i f

ag r i cu l tu ra l revo lu t ion wh ich i s a l ready in an ad¬
vanced stage. It is concerned as to the quality of this
new society.

People in Control

Christian people ought never to be victims of
change. They must be the masters of change. If this
is to be the case, then changes must not overtake
people like an unexpectd storm in the night; but they

A < > m m

'●k '

L A '

■' W ^

- 4 ^
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outdistance the institutional developments in the same
community. Technology tends to accelerate changes
and is forward looking. It tends to create conflict
which results in developing new ways which initiate
progress. Institutions, on the other hand, resist change
and tend to be backward looking. This also results
in conflict which often leads to decline gnd frustra¬
t i o n s .

SA»M(g|ki

It is the price of new tractors and not the love of
the old which holds the farmer back on his purchase
of anew one. But in the area of the church, it is often
the love of the old building rather than the cost of a
new building which causes folk to delay action.

As aleading rural sociologist said, “Country people
would rather see their church close than merge.”

Creat ive Thinking

This leaves us with institutional tools or patterns
that were designed to serve acommunity which no
longer exists because of the change that technology
has wrought. In other words, the issue is how do
we overcome institutional lag in reference to the
c h u r c h .

♦ T h e a n s w e r i s n o t f o u n d i n m o r e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
machinery which will beget new programs for rural
people. V/e need to stimulate creative thinking on
the part of rural people so they themselves will
resolve the issue of inst i tut ional lag in their com¬
munity. The church needs to involve more rural
people in small discussion groups so they can express
themselves with greater ease. Research is needed

However, even more important than this is the to put into focus unmet needs and supply people with
fact that the Lutheran Church, together .with other information concerning the basic values essential to
Christian groups, is in aposition to play aleading ^constructive community living,
ro le in the s tewardsh ip o f the count rys ide. I t can
easily forfeit this position by being content to be a
mere spectator of the agricultural revolution that is
in full swing. On the other hand, it can become ac¬
tively involved and play asignificant role in the
bui ld ing of tomorrow’s country community.

The God, Status Quo
I t w i l l m e a n t h a t C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s w i l l n e e d t o

l e a d a c r u s a d e t o t e a r d o w n t h e a l t a r s o f t w o f a l s e

gods —the god, status quo, and the god, trend. They
who worship at this shrine of the god, status quo,
thwart adjustments which are inevitable in adynamic
and growing society. They impede progress and make
the adjustment more painful when it becomes in¬
e v i t a b l e .

T h i s c a l l s f o r a r e a l a w a r e n e s s o f t h e b a s i c i s s u e
The issue has its roots in two aspects of our culture;
namely, the technological aspect of our culture, and
the institutional aspect of our culture. By technology
we mean the use of tools and machines. By institu¬
tions we mean schools, government, church, etc.

Human behav ior is such that i t qu ick ly accepts
new tools and immediately seeks new ways to use
these tools. Human behavior, on the other hand, is
reluctant to accept new ideas and approaches which
w i l l i n v o l v e a l t e r a t i o n s i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l l i f e o f a
community. This is particularly true when attitudes
a n d e m o t i o n s a r e i n v o l v e d . N o w h e r e i s t h i s a s t r u e
as in case o f churches in ru ra l a reas .

Thus, the issue is that technological developments

Farming has become big business. This clvanges the
pat te rn o f the c l iu rch ’s oppor tun i t ies . “T l ie newest
and most significant hybrid is tl ie new rural society.”

non-economic values ought no longer play second fiddle
in the shaping of the country community.

The Church—Spectator or Participant

In 1908 when our nat ion establ ished asignficant
benchmark by the appointment of the first presidential
commission on country life most of the Lutheran
Church bodies were hardly spectators. Today the
story is quite different. Many of their leading pastors
are creatively contributing to developing the nation’s
interest in the appointment of asecond commission on
country l i fe.

I n a r u r a l s t a t e t h e r e s e a r c h s t a f f w h i c h c o n c e r n s
itself with the human community is usually much
smal le r than the research s ta f f wh ich works in the area
of the bovine community. Consequently, we know
more about the ingredients which make for contented
cows than we do about the social ingredients which
make for contented people.

The job of research which needs to be done is
beyond the resources of church groups. Furthermore,
i t would not be effic ient for each church group to
uncover the same facts. Nor is this necessari ly the
responsibility of the church groups. It is for them
to study the implications of the facts made known
by state and private research agencies and then in¬
telligently to plan and to program the use of their
own resou rces t ha t t he new ru ra l soc ie t y w i l l be
w h o l e s o m e a n d C h r i s t i a n i n c h a r a c t e r .

Th is does not ga insay the fac t tha t the church
m u s t d o r e s e a r c h i n i t s o w n fi e l d . R e s e a r c h a s t o
the effect iveness of i ts out reach to the communi ty
is essential. The farmer no longer farms by ear. He
is guided by scientific research. The church cannot
b e c o n t e n t t o r e l y o n h u n c h e s . I t m u s t a d v a n c e
according to facts and scientifically established in¬
sights.

The Great God, Trend

The church must also destroy the temple built to
the great god, trend. He numbers among his fol¬
lowers those who want change for the sake of change.
They don’t know where they are going and care less
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as long as change introduces them constantly to some¬
thing new. They operate with limited vision, blindly
accept anyth ing that l i fe throws at them, and find
satisfaction in belonging to the cult of adjustment.

Through discussion under good leadership people
need to learn to distinguish between patterns of living
and the content of living. The basic concept of life,
such as values, integrity, security, participation, need
for growth and development, remain the same. But
we must find new patterns to transmit more effec¬
tively basic values. If we delay too long in this,
people in their impatience will blindly follow the
great god, trend, and discard basic values with the
outmoded patterns.

The Word and the Sacraments do not change, but
w e m u s t e v e r fi n d n e w m e t h o d s t o c o m m u n i c a t e m o r e
effectively the Gospel message to people.

Laymen Need He lp

The church must help its laymen to become church¬
men who have agrasp of the tremendous changes
which are taking place. It must develop people who
want to act as responsible churchmen, who have
clarity of vision, and who exercise creative imagi¬
nation. It must encourage its members to understand
and to have an appreciation for the economic laws
and the social forces. It must insist that above every¬
thing else its pastors and laymen be guided by such
Biblical concepts as man, family, work and community.

Biblical Concepts as Guideposts

There is nothing sacred about the family farm
as an economic operation, but there is something
sacred about the family. The family farm has the
potential of being amost excellent habitat for fam¬
ilies involved in the business of farming. Family
farms therefore, merit our concern.

There is nothing sacred about apattern of srhall-
ness nor is there anything sacred about apattern of
bigness. But there is something sacred about the
human personality, and we must have aconcern that
the social pattern in which people must live and move
will be conducive to the development of people.

The Christian concept of work demands that man
find significant meaning and satisfaction in the labor of
his hands and his mind. For the village blacksmith
work had real satisfaction as he hammered out the
plow share while the farmer eagerly waited to return
to the field and turn the sod. The meaning of work
which gave significance to the blacksmith’s l i fe has

.has been pretty much obscured for many people by
the intricate web of the assembly line and the work
pattern of piece work.

The concepts of the Triune God, man, family, com¬
munity, work, among others, must be clearly spelled
out to laymen so that they can handle them with
ease and effectiveness —that they can handle them
as effectively as the mechanic uses his screwdi'iver.

Armed with these Biblical concepts, they must be
encouraged and supported.to bear witness in policy¬
making groups —groups whose decisions will deter¬
mine the character of the new rural society which
is ahybrid of country and city.
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The Hard Life of Ng Fa —Hong Kong Story
Life has never been easy for Ng Fa. In her younger

days she had to work hard to keep from starving.
Now she is old and feeble —too old and feeble even

to make her way from her hut in the Chai Wan district
to the city to beg. Her struggle for survival seems
alos ing one.

As ayoung wife living on afarm in Wa Chow, east
of the Kwangtung Province, she and her husband had
made enough to feed themselves. But 22 years ago,
when she was 42 years old, her husband died, leaving
her with a12-year old son.

She toi led in the fields and raised her son unti l
he was old enough to take part of the load from her
s h o u l d e r s .

But times were difficult in the country. Her crops
were ruined by floods and she was unable to pay the
high rents. Eventually the land was taken away
f r o m h e r .

Lured by the hope of abetter life in the city, Ng
Fa and her son made .their way to Hong Kong but
the wealth of the city was only adream for them
and they found it “just as bad as in the country.”

Her son Wong was married now and had ajob
aday laborer. When there was work he could earn
HK$3.50 aday (about 60c U. S.)

But misfortune plagued their foosteps. Last March
Wong fell ten feet from the small path leading to
their hut perched on the hillside to the street below.

He was la id -up fo r th ree months and when he
recovered could not work at hard labor again.

a s

He turned to making paper bags and for ashort
time earned alittle money but it was not enough
and their small savings were soon exhausted. Now
the family —Ng Fa, Wong, his wife and their five
c h i l d r e n are almost wholly dependent upon charity
for their dai ly bread.

Every day Wong’s wife goes into the city to beg
enough money to keep the family together. Most of
their food and clothing are given them by the Lu¬
theran World Service which distributes food every
month to 70,000 Hong Kong refugees. You help sup¬
port this program through Lutheran World Action.
Give and give generously this year.

Workshop on Group Development for
Leade rs o f Leade rs

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

b e r s h i p R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ” a n d “ T h e C h a n g i n g P a t t e r n s i n
Leadership.” The nev/ program was, of course, preceded by
a p e r i o d o f w o r s h i p a n d c o n c l u d e d w i t h d e v o t i o n s .

I fee l s t rongly that i t might be wel l for us in WMS to
do some tra in ing in the leadership field. That we have a
lot of latent talent among our women has been evidenced
b y w h a t h a s c o m e f r o m t h e J u b i l e e C o m m i t t e e i n t h e f o r m
of pageants and program material, as well as programs that
are being developed for the Jubilee observance locally.

We could benefit much by anew approach to our work, a
shot in the arm regarding membership responsibility, and an
attempt to keep in step with others in the field of Women’s
W o r k i n t h e C h u r c h . E l a K . N i e l s e n .
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Lutheran News from Around the World
Sept . 1 , he w i l l be respons ib l e f o r
administer ing the academic affairs of
t h e i n s t i t u t i o n .

Founded in 1891, Chicago Lutheran
is supported by the Ill inois, Wartburg,
Indiana, Pittsburgh and Michigan Syn¬
o d s o f t h e U L C A . T h e s e m i n a r y ’ s e n ¬
rol lment during the 1957-1958 school
year consisted of 85 regular students
a n d 1 6 5 i n a l l .

Born in Biglerville, Pa., in 1910, Dr.
Heiges received his A. B. degree from
Gettysburg, (Pa.) College in 1931, his
B. D. from Lutheran Theological Semi¬
nary a t Get tysburg in 1934 and h is
M . A . f r o m C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y i n
New York in 1941 . Bo th Get tysburg
Col lege and Concord ia Co l lege a t Moor¬
h e a d , M i n n . , h a v e c o n f e r r e d u p o n h i m
the honorary doc tora te o f d iv in i ty.

A m e r i c a o f t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d ¬
e r a t i o n .

P r e s e n t a t t h e c e r e m o n i e s w a s D r .

Frederick Huebner of Hannover, Ger¬
many, an o ffic ia l o f the Un i ted Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h i n G e r m a n y , w h o r e p ¬
r e s e n t e d t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h o f H a m b u r g , t h e d i s t r i c t s o f
t he Evange l i ca l Lu the ran Chu rch o f
S c h l e s w i g - H o l s t e i n s i t u a t e d i n t h e
Hamburg a rea , and t he Evange l i ca l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f H a n n o v e r .

L W R S E T S M O N T H L Y K E C O R D ,
S r a P M E N T S T O P $ 4 I v n L L I O N

N e w Y o r k — ( N L C ) — L u t h e r a n W o r l d
Re l i e f has se t an a l l - t ime reco rd i n t he
v o l u m e a n d v a l u e o f i t s s h i p m e n t s
overseas in any single month since the
m a t e r i a l a i d a g e n c y w a s o r g a n i z e d
more than 12 years ago .

During May, LWR shipped 39,839,268
pounds of supplies valued at an esti¬
mated $4,008,551 fo r d is t r ibu t ion in
nine countr ies of Europe, the Middle
E a s t a n d F a r E a s t , i t w a s a n n o u n c e d
here by the Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, as¬
s i s t a n t e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e
a g e n c y .

“ T h r o u g h L u t h e r a n Wo r l d R e l i e f ,
he commented, “God is using Luther¬
ans of America mightily and blessedly
to accompl ish some of His works of
mercy on the very frontiers of Chris¬
t i a n l o v e . ”

The previous high in the volume of
shipments sent abroad was recorded
f o r O c t o b e r o f 1 9 5 7 w i t h 2 3 , 3 0 8 , 6 5 2
pounds, he sa id , wh i le the prev ious
h i g h i n v a l u e w a s s e t f o r M a y o f
1 9 5 7 w i t h a m a r k o f $ 2 , 9 1 4 , 8 9 6 .

Of the total shipped in May of this
year, 39,318,009 pounds consisted of
U . S . G o v e r n m e n t - d o n a t e d s u r p l u s
c o m m o d i t i e s v a l u e d a t $ 3 , 5 0 4 , 9 1 3 , w i t h
513,778 pounds of clothing valued at
$489,074, and 7,481 pounds of medical
and other supplies valued at $14,564.

Amajor share of the month’s ship¬
ments, amounting to 31,001,351 pounds
valued at $2,837,672, went to Yugo¬
s l a v i a .

In addition, Germany received 1,543,-
682 pounds valued at $299,639; Korea,
2,742,493 pounds at $207,283; Austria,
548,522 pounds at $193,486; Hong Kong,
2,464,272 pounds at $187,389; India,
946,108 pounds at $110,985; Jordan,
85,775 pounds at $81,290; Syria, 68,422
pounds at $64,749; and Taiwan (For-
mosa), 438,643 pounds at $26,058.

S i n c e i t s b e g i n n i n g , L W R h a s
sh ipped 421 ,258 ,571 pounds o f new and
used c loth ing and bedding, new and
used shoes, food, medicines, and mis¬
cellaneous supplies to 29 countries and
areas throughout the world.

Lu theran Wor ld Re l ie f was organ¬
ized in February of 1946 by the eight
church bodies participating in the Na¬
t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l . I n r e c e n t

year i t has also served the Board of
W o r l d R e l i e f o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

—Missour i Synod.

N E X T L W F A S S E M B L Y M A Y

B E P O S T P O N E D T O 1 9 6 3

T h e F o u r t h
A s s e m b l y o f t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d ¬
eration may be postponed ayear until
1 9 6 3 , o f fi c i a l s o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n s a i d a t i t s h e a d ¬
q u a r t e r s h e r e .

T h e q u e s t i o n w i l l b e d e c i d e d w h e n
t h e L W F ’ s e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e h o l d s

i t s a n n u a l m e e t i n g a t S t r a s b o u r g ,
France, October 27-31, at which time
it is also expected that the committee
wi l l accept an inv i ta t ion to ho ld the
Assembly in Helsinki , Finland.

Reason for the possib le postpone-
nen t o f the LWF’s Assemb ly i s the

l i k e l i h o o d t h a t t h e T h i r d A s s e m b l y
o f t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s w i l l
b e h e l d a y e a r l a t e r t h a n o r i g i n a l l y
p l a n n e d .

T h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e W o r l d

C o u n c i l , m e e t i n g a t N y b o r g S t r a n d ,
Denmark, August 21-29, will consider a
recommendat ion that i ts Assembly in
Ceylon be postponed until the Christ¬
m a s a n d N e w Ye a r ’ s h o l i d a y s o f
1 9 6 1 - 6 2 .

A s t h e L W F i s n o w s c h e d u l e d t o

meet in Augus t o f 1962 , th i s wou ld
make it necessary for church leaders
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d t o a t t e n d t w o
major international conferences in less
t h a n a y e a r u n l e s s t h e F e d e r a t i o n a l s o
dec ides on ayear ’s postponement . I t
w o u l d a l s o m a k e i t d i f fi c u l t t o p r e p a r e
a d e q u a t e l y f o r t h e LW F ’ s m e e t i n g .

Assemblies of the LWF usually take
place every five years. I ts first ses¬
s i o n , w h e n t h e o l d L u t h e r a n Wo r l d
Convention was reorganized, was held
in Lund, Sweden in 1947, the second
at Hannover, Germany, in 1952, and the
third in Minneapolis, Minn., in 1957.

G e n e v a — ( N L C )
> »

O U R C H U R C H

C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a . P a s t o r H . O .
Nielsen has been named by the Gen¬
e r a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e N C C C U S A
t o b e a m e m b e r o f t h e A s s e m b l y o f t h e
Division of Home Missions, meeting in
A t l a n t i c C i t y i n D e c e m b e r . P a s t o r V .
Hansen o f Los Ange les has been named
t o t h e c o m m i t t e e o n F a m i l y L i f e . . .
A n e w L u t h e r a n H o m e f o r t h e A g e d
w a s d e d i c a t e d h e r e J u n e 1 .

B r o o k l y n , N e w Y o r k . P a s t o r N o r ¬
man Bakken has accepted acall to the
P h i l a d e l p h i a L u t h e r a n S e m i n a r y t o
teach in the B ib l ica l fie ld , beg inn ing
w i t h t h e f a l l t e r m . H e h a s s e r v e d o u r

now merged congregat ion for a lmost
four years.

D e r a n a r k . W o r d h a s c o m e o f t h e
d e a t h o f P a s t o r E v a l d K r i s t e n s e n , w h o
d ied a t h i s home a t Taa rs , Jy l l and .
H e i s f o r m e r p a s t o r o f o u r V i b o r g
congregation, and during the 20’s he
served the Solvang, Cal i fornia, com¬
m u n i t y . H e r e t u r n e d t o D e n m a r k i n
1 9 3 1 , w h e r e h e s e r v e d s e v e r a l t e r m s
i n t h e D a n i s h P a r l i a m e n t a n d r e t i r e d
in 1954. Two daughters l ive in Sol¬
vang . Pas to r K r i s t ensen was known
a s l e c t u r e r i n a n u m b e r o f o u r c o n ¬
gregat ions and as awri ter for several
books including one on Kristian 0ster-
g a a r d a n d o n e c a l l e d “ T h e U n i t e d
S t a t e s .

St. Stephen’s, Chicago. The congre¬
gation here recently celebrated a“Con-
fi r m a n d R e u n i o n ,
b e e n s e n t t o a l l t h o s e c o n fi r m e d i n t h e

church whose location could be learned,
and several hundred people were pres¬
e n t f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , w i t h b e t w e e n
60 and 70 actual confirmands present,
a n d l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d f r o m s e v e r a l d o z ¬
e n s o f o t h e r s .

Des Moines, Iowa. Guests occupied
the pulpit here on June 15 and June
2 2 . O n e w a s t h e R e v e r e n d J o h n P o r ¬
t e r, E p i s c o p a l c h a p l a i n a t M i c h i g a n
Sta te Un ivers i ty. The o ther w 'as Dr.
Herb Wolf. Both men were taking

1 }

N E C ’ S H E I G E S A C C E P T S P O S T
A S C H I C A G O S E M I N A R Y D E A N

C h i c a g o — ( N L C ) — ^ T h e R e v. D r . D o n ¬
a l d R . H e i g e s h a s b e e n e l e c t e d D e a n
of Chicago Lutheran Theological Semi¬
nary a t Maywood, 111. For the past
e i g h t y e a r s h e h a s s e r v e d a s e x e c u t i v e
director of the Division of College and
Univers i ty Work o f the Nat iona l Lu¬
t h e r a n C o u n c i l , w i t h h e a d q u a r t e r s
h e r e .

Dr. Heiges announced his acceptance
of the post to the Illinois Synod of the
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a
at its annual meeting in Chicago, May
1 9 - 2 2 . A s s u m i n g h i s n e w d u t i e s o n

I n v i t a t i o n s h a d

N E W L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

I N I V I E X I C O C O N S E C R A T E D

M e x i c o C i t y — ( N L C ) — A h o u s e o f
w o r s h i p a n d a p a r i s h c e n t e r f o r t h e
German Evangelical congregation here
w e r e c o n s e c r a t e d a t P e n t e c o s t a n d
n a m e d t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f t h e
Holy Ghost .

The modified Spanish style bui lding
of brick and plaster was erected at a
cost of $75,000, one-third of which was
advanced by the Commit tee on Lat in
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par t in the Uni ted Student Chr is t ian
C o u n c i l m e e t i n g h e l d a t G r a n d V i e w
Col lege June 14-22.

Ge rman ia , M i ch . Pas to r and Mrs .
J a m e s L u n d w e r e h o n o r e d J u n e 1 o n

the i r 40th wedding anniversary. This
is also the 40th year of Christian serv¬
i c e f o r t h e c o u p l e .

N e b r a s k a . D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t T h o r -
v a l d H a n s e n v i s i t e d C o r d o v a o n J u n e
8to install the new pastor there, Fol-
mer Farstrup. On June 15, he t rav¬
elled westward to Hay Springs to in¬
s t a l l L a v e r n L a r k o w s k i . P a s t o r J e n s
Holst conducted services here June 15,
a n d D r . A l f r e d J e n s e n w a s s c h e d u l e d
to p reach he re June 22 .

Tyler, Minn. Extensive changes are
b e i n g m a d e i n t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g
here, including: New flooring and ceil¬
i n g i n t h e d i n i n g r o o m . T h e l a r g e
cistern under the enclosed porch has
been made in to astorage room, and
new l ight fixtures and wir ing are in¬
stal led. The stairway walls and foyer
a r e w a i n s c o a t e d a n d t h e fl o o r i s i n ¬
l a i d l i no l eum. The wa l l s sepa ra t i ng
t h e t w o s m a l l c l a s s r o o m s f r o m t h e
l e c t u r e h a l l w i l l b e t o r n d o w n a n d
a c c o r d i o n d o o r s i n s t a l l e d . D e c o r a t i o n s

wi l l include new paint ing everywhere.
On the second floor of Danebod, the
rooms are to be repaired and painted.
New blackboards, bulletin boards, new
chairs and desks are p lanned. Win¬
dows are to have self-storing window
f r a m e s , a n d o u t s i d e b r i c k s a r e t o b e
p a i n t e d .

Ludington, Mich. Young people here
h a v e a l s o b e e n b u s y, p a i n t i n g t h e
basement and floors . A large number
of the children from the Chicago Chil¬
dren’s Home will be spending the
s u m m e r w i t h v a r i o u s m e m b e r s o f t h e
congregation in this beautiful summer
r e s o r t a r e a .

Ringsted, Iowa. Pastor Carlo Peter¬
sen is spending half of the summer in
D e n m a r k , w h e r e h i s a d d r e s s i s M r .
J . M. L i l le lund, Strandbygade 43 HI ,
E s b j e r g . H e w i l l r e t u r n i n t h e l a t t e r
p a r t o f J u l y . H i s p u l p i t i s b e i n g
served by half adozen di fferent pas¬
t o r s , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l o f o u r m e n
f r o m D e s M o i n e s .

F r e d s v i l l e , I o w a . F r o m t h e c h u r c h
bulletin: “At the Apri l quarterly meet¬
ing of the congregation it was decided
that the church council should proceed
with making plans for the bui lding of
a n e w c h u r c h a t F r e d s v i l l e .

Wayne, Alberta, Canada. Guests at¬
t e n d i n g t h e S e a t t l e c o n v e n t i o n a r e i n ¬
vited to consider driving west through
Canada and visi t ing our congregation
h e r e . T h e a n n u a l m i d - s u m m e r f e s t i v a l
w i l l b e h e l d S u n d a y a n d M o n d a y,
J u l y 2 7 a n d 2 8 . I n v i t e d s p e a k e r i s
Pastor Verner Plansen of Los Angeles.

on ly two words long : “Jesus wept .
T h o s e t w o w o r d s s a y e v e r y t h i n g . E v e n
C h r i s t h i m s e l f w a s s u b j e c t t o o u r k i n d
of life, to hunger, to misery, to tears.
E v e n h e s u f f e r s . T h e r e f o r e t h e r e i s a
divine meaning in suffering.

W e w h o g r i e v e h e r e t o d a y h a v e
joined agreat fe l lowship of suffer ing.
At the head of that fellowship is Christ
h i m s e l f . W e h a v e n o t r e a l l y l o s t o u r
f r i e n d . W e h a v e l o s t h i s b o d i l y p r e s ¬
ence, and that is no l i t t le thing. But
w e h a v e n o t r e a l l y l o s t h i m . A c t u a l l y
we have been united with him. Having
shared together with him and with our
L o r d i n s u f f e r i n g , w e c a n n e v e r b e
separated from him. “He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up
f o r u s a l l , w i l l h e n o t a l s o g i v e u s a l l
things with him?” Those words apply
t o R o n n y, t o o . W h a t e v e r w e h a v e
gained by knowing Ronny will not be
lost. We shal l reappear with him, al l
o f u s , a n d a s t h a t m a k e r o f b o o k s ,
Benjamin Frankl in, used to say, in a
n e w e d i t i o n , r e v i s e d , a n d c o r r e c t e d b y
t h e A u t h o r . T h o u g h o u r g r i e f h e r e
i s i n t e n s e , i t i s b u t f o r a m o m e n t .
In that day our joy wil l be complete.

In memory of Mrs. Fred Mil¬
l e r, W i t h e e , W i s . , f r o m H a m p ¬
ton friends 

M r. a n d M r s . T h o m a s T h y g e s e n ,
J u n c t i o n C i t y , O r e . , i n m e m ¬
ory of Anton Buhl

Clinton, Iowa, Ladies’ Aid  4 2 . 3 5
Dwight , 111.
L u c k , W i s .

. 5 0

5 . 0 0

5 0 . 9 6
3 1 . 8 0

May Receipts from congrega¬
tions :

Previously acknowledged  2 3 , 0 7 1 . 2 9
$ 2 , 7 1 2 . 5 7

Total to date 2-

O t h e r B u d g e t R e c e i p t s :
P a s t o r s ’ P e n s i o n C o n t r i b u t i o n s :

1958—2% Withholding
Congregations:
Byram, Conn. 
G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e : A K l l d e -

gaard 
E. Nielsen

Alden, Minn. 
Rev. Ove Nielsen
Gayville, S. D.
Danevaog, Texas
1957 Base :
Rev. John Christensen
Rev. Harold Olsen
Rev. Ove Nielsen
Rev. Gudmund Petersen

$25,783.86

$ 1 2 . 0 0

2 1 . 0 0
3 0 . 0 0
1 8 . 0 0
9 6 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0

1 . 1 7

4 4 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
8 4 . 0 0
5 9 . 5 3

Acknowledgment of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer

For the Month of May, 1958 $ 390.70
Previously acknowledged  1 , 3 6 8 . 4 2 .
T o t a l P a s t o r s ’ C o n t r i b u t i o n s

t o d a t e
U n a s s i g n e d R e c e i p t s
Withee', Wis. 
Askov, Minn. 
Rev. Erik Moller 

Wilbur, Wash. 
Grayling, Mich. 
Racine, Wis. 
M e n o m i n e e , M i c h . .
Newark, N. J. 
Viborg, S. D. 
Badger, S. D. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Per th Amboy, N. J .
Withee, Wis.
Hartford, Conn. 
Bridgeport, Conn.
C h i l d r e n ’ s H o m e :

Racine, Wis.
S a n t a l M i s s i o n :

$100.00
101.18
 30.00
 10.00
100.00

282.40
 51.25
 60.00
315.00
281.25

100.00
 500.00
100.00

300.00
100.00

1,759.12

Tota l budget rece ip ts to da te $27,542.98
R e c e i v e d f o r I t e m s O u t s i d e o f

t h e B u d g e t :
L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

Withee, Wis. :
Wilbur, Wash.
T i ’ o y, N . Y. , L a d i e s ’ A i d ( f o r

L. W. Relief) 
Annex Club, Seattle, Wash.
Racine, Wis.
Menominee, Mich. 
Muskegon, Mich.
Badger, S. D. 
Withee, Wis.
Mrs. Minnie Rasmussen, Nysted
Hartford, Conn. 
Junction City, Ore.
Ringsted, Iowa 

$235.99
1 0 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0

3 2 4 . 8 0
1 2 . 8 0

4 5 0 . 0 0
4 8 . 0 0

5 . 9 9
1 5 . 0 0 5 . 0 0

7 7 . 2 5
4 8 . 9 5
91.80 ●

Ladies’ Aid, Hampton, Iowa 1 0 . 5 5
Vic tory Tr in . , Ludington, Mich. 12.48
W e s t D e n m a r k L a d i e s ’ A i d ,

Luck, Wis. 
Bethany, Ludington, Mich.  5 3 . 8 5
L u c k , W i s . , W e s t D e n m a r k L a ¬

d ies ’ A id , in memory o f Mr.
Anton Laursen 

M r s . P a u l J e n s e n , E n u m c l a w ,
Wash. 

$ 1 , 3 7 5 . 5 8
Previously acknowledged  2 , 7 0 4 . 1 0

6 . 0 0
S i

Total to date

For Eben-Ezer Mercy Insti tute:
Bethany, Ludington, Mich, $ 1 0 4 . 5 9
F o r S a n t a l M i s s i o n :

Mrs. Allen Johnson, Newell, la.
Racine, Wis. (Pastor Heide)

(Sunday School) 
V i c t o r y T r i n i t y , L u d i n g t o n ,

Mich. 

Bethany, Ludington, Mich.
M r. a n d M r s . A a g e K n u d s e n ,

Norwalk^ Calif., in memory
of Mrs. Niels Hansen, Cedar
Fa l l s , and Mrs . Es the r An¬
dersen, Los Angeles

In memory of Mrs. Fred Miller,

4,079.68
3 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0
Ty l e r , M i n n . , i n m e m o r y o f M e l ¬

v i n C h r i s t e n s e n f r o m f r i e n d s
M r . a n d M r s . P e t e r J o r g e n s e n ,

D e s M o i n e s , i n m e m o r y o f
Ronald Hansen

Ty l e r , M i n n , , ( b y M r s . H e l g a
B u h l ) i n m e m o r y o f A n t o n
Buhl from Tyler friends  2 5 . 0 0

Hampton , I owa , ( by Mrs . An¬
d rew Jo rgensen ) i n memory
o f M i ss Emma Chr i s t ensen ,
Coul ter, Iowa, f rom Hampton
f r i e n d s

2 . 0 0 5 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
5 . 0 0T h e P a t t e r n

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 3 )

s u f f e r e r o f a l l i s C h r i s t J e s u s h i m s e l f .
Insofar as we suffer, we are shar ing
i t w i t h h im . Do you know t he mos t
p r e c i o u s v e r s e i n t h e B i b l e ? I t i s
found in the story of Lazarus’ death
in t he 11 th chap te r o f John and i s

3 7 . 5 2
5 0 . 7 4

5 . 0 0
8 . 0 0
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W i t h e e , f r o m r e l a t i v e s i n
Hampton, Iowa

In memory of Ronald Hansen,
M r s . J e n s S i n d i n g , T y l e r ,
M r s . F r e d M i l l e r , W i t h e e ,
f r o m M r s . P . L . L u n d a n d
Miss Dagmar Miller

Ringsted, Iowa
In memory of Anton Buhl from

Rasmus Jensen , Lake C i t y,
S. D.
D r . a n d M r s . E . O s t e r g a a r d ,
Evansville, Minn.
M r . a n d M r s . S i g u r d J e n s e n ,
S t . E d w a r d , N e b . , M r. a n d
M r s . C a r l B u h l , L i n d s a y ,
Neb., Mr. and Mrs. Arne Buhl,
L indsay, Neb. , Mr. and Mrs.
U f f e B u h l , L i n d s a y , N e b . ,
M r s . R u t h B u h l , N e w m a n
G r o v e , N e b . , M r . a n d M r s .
F r a n c i s L l o y d , L i n d s a y, N e b . ,
M r s . A l t a S . S t o n e , L i n d s a y ,
Neb. 

I n m e m o r y o f R o n a l d H a n s e n ,
f r o m t h e S t u d e n t A s s ’ n o f
I o w a L u t h e r a n H o s p i t a l , D e s
Moines, Iowa  —

Special Pentecost offering from
Dwight, 111., congregation __
Gardner Ladies’ Aid

D w i g h t D a n i s h L a d i e s ’ A l d _ _
Willing Workers

Luck, Wis. 
L u c k , W e s t D e n m a r k S u n d a y

S c h o o l ( f o r a c h i l d i n s c h o o l )

t h e d e a d l i n e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e
Ju l y 5 th i ssue o f LU ’THERAN T ID¬
I N G S .

T h e m e e t i n g s a n d s e r v i c e s o f t h e
c o n v e n t i o n a r e o p e n t o a l l f r i e n d s a n d
m e m b e r s o f t h e s y n o d . T h e h o s t c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n w i l l m a k e a n n o u n c e m e n t
w i t h r e s p e c t t o l o d g i n g a n d m e a l s .

The convent ion is a lways of great
s ign ificance to the l i f e and work o f
the synod. May all delegates and min¬
isters prepare themselves diligently by
s t u d y i n g t h e c o n t e n t o f t h e A n n u a l
Report to be publ ished this summer.
And may God’s blessing rest upon all
w h o i n a n y w a y a c c e p t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
for the work of God’s kingdom in and
t h r o u g h o u r s y n o d . M a y t h e H o l y
Spirit give us the vision and courage
to serve God fai thful ly and sincerely
w h e r e v e r w e l i v e . H i s w i l l b e d o n e .

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

L u t h e r M e m e o r i a l C h u r c h
Building, Des Moines, Iowa $25,800.00

F r o m F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e 1 , 8 0 0 . 0 0
I n m e m o r y o f J o h n K n u d s e n ,

b y F i r s t L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
A l d e n , M i n n .

2 . 5 0

5 . 0 0
6 . 0 0

$27,605.003 2 . 0 0 T o t a l

Respectful ly submitted,
American Evangel ical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

M. C. Miller, ’Treasurer.
P. O . B o x 1 7 7 ,
Circle Pines, Minn.

5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

8 1 s t A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n

American Evangelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

Seatt le, Washington
August 12-17, 1958

T h e 8 1 s t a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e

American Evangelical Lutheran Church
w i l l b e h e l d i n S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n

Church, 5515 Phinney Avenue, Seattle
3 , Wash ing ton , Augus t 12 -17 , upon
i n v i t a t i o n o f S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n

Church, Seatt le, Wash. The business
sess ions, worsh ip serv ices and a l l meet¬
ings o f commi t tees and g roups w i l l

. t ake p lace in S t . John ’s church , i t s
a u d i t o r i u m , a n d o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s .

The opening service will take place
a t 8 p . m . , T u e s d a y , A u g u s t 1 2 .
T h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n s o f t h e c o n v e n ¬

t i o n w i l l b e g i n W e d n e s d a y, A u g u s t
1 3 , a t 9 a . m . S u n d a y w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s
w i l l b e h e l d a t S t . J o h n ’ s c h u r c h a t
9 a . m . a n d 1 1 a . m . T h e c o n v e n t i o n

closing meeting will be at 7:30 p. m.
Sunday, August 17.

A l l c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e s y n o d a r e
urged to send delegates to the conven¬
t ion and al l pastors are expected to
a t t e n d . R e g i s t r a t i o n s h o u l d b e i n t h e
h a n d s o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e o f
the convention not later than July 15.
A l l d e l e g a t e s m u s t b e c e r t i fi e d b y t h e
secretaries of their respective congre¬
g a t i o n s . ( N a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f t h e
c h a i r m a n o f t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n a n d c r e ¬
d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e a p p e a r i n t h e i n v i ¬
t a t i o n f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church printed below.)

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a l l
t h e b u s i n e s s s u b m i t t e d t o i t f o r a c t i o n

according to the ru les governing the
c o n v e n t i o n a n d f o u n d i n t h e s y n o d
by - l aws as we l l as t hose gove rn ing
the institutions, missions, councils and
c o m m i t t e e s o f t h e s y n o d .

A l l r e p o r t s t o b e p r e s e n t e d t o t h e
c o n v e n t i o n m u s t b e i n t h e h a n d s o f
t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e s y n o d b y M a y 2 0
in order that they may be printed in
the Annual Report and distr ibuted to
the congrega t ions and m in i s te rs fo r
t h e i r s t u d y a n d c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n d u e
t i m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

Special attention is called to Article
VIII, par. 5in the constitution accord¬
ing to which any member or congre¬
gation of the synod may submit topics
for discussion at the convention by
sending any such to the synod presi¬
dent for publication at least six weeks
prior to the convention. July 1st is

Apr i l 24 , 1958
1232 Pennsylvania Avenue,
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a .

1 6 . 0 0

C O N V E N T I O N I N V I T A T I O N

S t . J o h n ’ s E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Congregat ion of Seatt le, Washington,
takes pleasure in invit ing the pastors
a n d d e l e g a t e s o f o u r s y n o d t o t h e
8 1 s t A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i ¬
can Evange l i ca l Lu theran Church to
be held August 12-17,1958, in St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 5515 Phinney Ave.,
S e a t t l e , Wa s h i n g t o n .

R e g i s t r a t i o n c a r d s , m a p s o f S e a t t l e ,
a n d i n f o r m a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t t o a l l w h o
p l a n t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e C o n v e n t i o n
have been ma i l ed to the pas to rs and '
c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n ¬
gelical Lutheran Church. Colorful bro¬
chures on the Puget Sound Count ry
w i l l be ma i led f ree o f charge to a l l
members of our synod who request
t h e m .

T h e s i g n e d r e g i s t r a t i o n c a r d s s h o u l d
be in the hands o f the Reg is t ra t ion
a n d C r e d e n t i a l s C o m m i t t e e n o t l a t e r
than July 15. Those who desire special
services and accommodations, such as
daily care for young children, motels,
o r h o t e l s , a r e u r g e d t o s t a t e t h e i r
requests in letters accompanying their
completed registration cards and mail
t h e m t o :

M r . E a r l S t e b e r l , C h a i r m a n
R e g i s t r a t i o n a n d C r e d e n t i a l s C o m .
S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
5515 Phinney Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.
The Congregation will do its best to

provide adequate housing for all pas¬
t o r s , d e l e g a t e s , a n d s t a f f m e m b e r s w h o
register before July 15. We expect to
house the larger numher of our guests
i n p r i v a t e h o m e s a n d s o m e i n t h e n e w
Lutheran Bible Inst i tute dormitory not
f a r f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s C h u r c h .

The Seatt le Congregation is looking
f o r w a r d w i t h g r e a t e x p e c t a t i o n s t o
this Convention, to fellowship with old
and new fr iends, and to the spir i tual
r iches and inspirat ion that th is event
w i l l o f f e r .

May the Living Lord of the Church
continue to abide among us.

Kr is ten Jorgensen, President .
Jens C. Kjaer, Pastor.

1 0 . 0 0

52.54
1 6 . 0 4
1 6 . 0 4
16.04
3 2 . 5 0

2 5 . 0 0

Total

W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y :
Clinton, Iowa, Ladies’ Aid  5 0 . 0 0
F r o m R a c i n e , W i s .
Faith and Life Advance

L u t h e r a n W e l f a r e o f W i s . ( f r o m
Sunday School) 

S u n d a y S c h o o l b y M a i l , U L C
(from Sunday School)

F o r t h e C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F l u i d :
P r o c e e d s f r o m t h e s a l e o f t h e

.$362.92

7 8 . 8 5

2 5 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0
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