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UTHERAN WORLD RELIEF will conduct its annual Thanksgiving Clothing Appeal during
the week of November 23 to 30. The date for this year’s fall campaign was announced
in New York by Bernard A. Confer, executive secretary of the material aid agency. He

said asimultaneous appeal will be made by LWR among the eight church bodies of the
National Lutheran Council and by the Board of Relief of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
LWR serves both groups in the overseas re l ie f fie ld .

Letters urging local congregations to cooperate in the clothing collection are being sent
to pastors of the NLC Churches by Mr. Confer and to pastors of the Missouri Synod by the
Rev. Werner Kuntz, execut ive director of i ts Board of World Rel ief .

Enclosed with the letter will be acopy of an interpretative leaflet, “Open Wide Your
Hand,” prepared by the Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, assistant executive secretary of LWR. It describes
areas of acute need throughout the world.

Again, as in previous years, LWR will pay freight charges on carload lots to encourage
congregations to join together in gathering and shipping clothing to LWR’s main warehouse in
Phillipsburg, N. J., or one of its six other warehouses in Los Angeles and Modesto, California,
Nappanee, Indiana, New Windsor, Maryland, Minneapolis, Minnesota and San Antonio, Texas!

Items solicited in the appeal include suits, overcoats, trousers, overalls, dresses, skirts,
(Continued on next page)
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Eskimos Give Dried Fish for

Hong Kong Refugees
caps, gloves, mittens, sweaters, robes, mufflers, under¬
wear, stockings, sturdy shoes, blankets, bedding, lay¬
ettes infants’ wear and cloth remnants for sewing. , - i - a .

Unusable, however, are such things as bulky bed- Teller, Alaska—(NLC)—The widow^ gave her mite,
ding pillows mattresses, billowy comforters, feather and the Eskimos are giving their dried hsh
beds’, hats, neckties and open toe, high heeled pumps. Hardly more than ageneration removed I™m theThrough LWR, Mr. Confer stressed, the Lutherans stone age, inhabitants of the northwest coast ot Amer-
of America “are making possible aChristian testimony ica’s 49th state eke out ameager living by hshing,
of love in anumber of tension areas of the world.... picking berries, hunting and trapping for furs,
helping the homeless and poverty stricken feel the But when they heard of the desperate plight of thegefflle touch of the Savior in times of crisis.” Chinese refugee masses in Hong Kong, theŷ elt movedHe pointed out that food and clothing are being to do something for them. As athey sent adistributed in Taiwan and Quemoy, where artillery parcel of fish —part of what they caught and dned
fire is familiar in peace-time and where the threat of this summer while living in tents along the coast
war is always present. There, LWR and Church World and rivers.
Service jointly support relief distribution on islands Summer is very short here, and in September be-where more than two million refugees from the China fore thick ice covers the streams and shore waters
mainland have settled among eight million Taiwanese, the Eskimos will return inland to their villages to

Clothing" gifts will also help meet urgent needs pass the long cold winter. So the fish they have
among the 700 000 refugees from the China mainland will have to bast them to next spring the part, that
who have sought haven in Hong Kong and live under is, which they are not sending to Hong Kong,
deplorable conditions in hillside and rooftop shacks The Eskimos are members of Lutheran mission con-
and alley lean-tos. The Lutheran World Federation, gregations here and in several other Seward Peninsula
working with local mission and church groups, dis- towns including Shishmaref on the Arctic Ocean, 75
tributes LWR shipments in Hong Kong. miles above the Bering Strait. Their contribution for

Contributions from American Lutherans are being Hong Kong refugee relief is part of aLutheran World
sent by LWR, Mr. Confer said, to help needy Arab Federation service program under which millions ofrefughL in Jordan and Syria “in aturbulent Middle pounds of goods are distributed annuallyEast̂ where anationalism growing more vocal is lead- people in many countries. The figure for last year
ing to political crises, and where there remain almost was 121 million,
amillion refugees.” N o t i n g t h a t t h i s y e a r 7 0 m i l l i o n - p o u n d s h a v e a l r e a d y

Clothing is also being shipped to the churches in been shipped to widely scattered areas of poverty and
Germanv he added to support their ministry to the malnutrition, Donald E. Anderson, LWF secretâ  forSe coming trom behind the Iron Curtain and set- material relief, commented In Geneva; “Even thoughtling in Berlin and West Germany. The flow of these figures are impressive, no incident has been quite
refugees has again increased, he noted, and 42 camps as moving as the offer of dr̂ d fish from Eskimos inthat were more than half empty in July are now filled Alaska to refugees in Hong Kong,
to overflowing as more than 35,000 arrived from the The Eskimos’ “willingness to share the product ot
East Zone in July and August alone. In addition their labor with Chinese refugees whose need is
some 66 000 repatriates from Poland entered West great is ameaningful act of Christian love,” he said.
Germany during the first six months of this year and “Some Chinese refugee whose home is literally nothmg
the total is likely to eclipse last year’s 100,000 arrivals, more than aHong Kong street will rest more peace-

Nearly two and ahalf million pounds of clothing fully when he knows that even a. man whose dwelling
was donated in the 1957 Thanksgiving Appeal and Mr. is atent is willing to share the product of his labor
Confer expressed optimism that this year’s campaign with him.”.^^ .
will be even more successful. The Rev. Norval Hegland, who is superintendent ot

the Eskimo mission work for the Evangelical Lutheran
Church (USA), said here that the fish project is “on
alimited basis” this year. “If it works out success¬
fully,” he added, “we hope to do better next year.”

Mission work among the Eskimos in this area has
been carried on by the ELC for more than 60 years.
Transportation and communication among the several
isolated stations are provided by aPiper four-seater

'plane operated by Mr. Hegland.
Two other Lutheran bodies, the United Lutheran

Church in America and the laitlieran Cburch-Missouri
Synod, have had work in Alaska since 1926. The com-
'bined baptized Lutheran membership in Alaska is set
at 4,395 out of atotal population of more than 200,000.

We live in the present, we dream of the future,
-but we learn eternal truths from the past.

Mei-Ling Chang.

s o

The Clothing Appeal announcementEditor’s Note: _
above is very early, but participating churches will want
their people thinking about this matter immediately. The
news release that follows is related, and has been
widely printed in practically every Lutheran paper and
many secular papers throughout the country. It has
evidently captured the imaginations of editors every¬
where because of its tremendous human interest value.
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ATeaching Minist^ T h i s S e r m o n C o n t i n u e s t h e T h e m e o f

the Seattle Convention; “The Ministry
of The Church,” and is by the AELC
D i r e c t o r o f P a r i s h E d u c a t i o n .

b y

H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n

Detro i t , Michigan

of his teaching, but his catechism is one of humanity’s
chief heritages among manuals for religious instruc¬
tion. He realized the need for Christian teachings- in

plains of the Holy Land, and when He was in the home and church,
i ts c i t ies, “He was of ten ahealer, somet imes a

worker of signs, frequently apreacher, but always a
t e a c h e r .

I C o r . 1 2 : 2 7 - 3 0

I T H A S B E E N S A I D t h a t w h e n C h r i s t w a l k e d t h e

When the church moved to America, it was not long
before it built schools such as Harvard, Yale, William

This is evidenced by the fact that forty- and Mary Colleges. Look at all the older schools of
five times in the Gospel records He was called ahigher learning and you will see they were started
teacher. In fact, at times He called Himself ateacher, by the church,
and at other times was called such by His disciples, Amore recent innovation in the teaching ministry
by IHary, Nicodemus, and even His enemies —the of the church has been the Sunday School. The
Pharisees and Sadducees regarded Him as ateacher, church, individually and collectively, now has ex-
He taught the masses and the individual. He would panded its program for all ages under the term of
teach wherever the oppor tun i ty presented i tse l f , in “Par ish Educat ion . ”
atemple court, in asynagogue, in aprivate home,
along the highways or by the seaside.

But even before the time of Jesus, the necessity to history of the church has been boring and dry
teach was present in Old Testament tradition. The as dust, but Iwant to point out that the teaching
prophets were teachers, not mere fortune tellers. They ministry has been avital part of any period in church
were trying to reveal something to the people. During history,
the exilic period when the worshippers of Jehovah

I w o u l d n ’ t ' w o n d e r t h a t t o s o m e o f y o u
t h i s b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l s k e t c h o f t h e e d u c a t i o n a l

However, two questions which are more vital than
were sent into Babylon we have the beginning of the the fact that we have ateaching ministry in the church
synagogue which has been the teaching agency for are: WHY do we teach, and WHAT do we teach? The
the Hebrews from then till now. The teacher was why and the what of the Christian church’s teaching
then, and still is, held in high esteem by the Jewish ministry cannot be separated as two distinct parts,
people. Because they believe so strongly in having Since the church is the body of Christ, it becomes
ateaching ministry, they still survive today through the medium through which the Holy Spirit creafes
all their persecutions. a n d n u r t u r e s C h r i s t i a n p e r s o n s . To t e a c h i s o n e o f

The Christian church has taken this inheritance the processes or ways in which persons are confronted
of teaching and used it from its inception. The church with, quickened and transformed by the Christian
has always shown zeal for nurturing its children in the gospel. It becomes one of the ways of proclaiming
faith. The apostles Peter, James, John and Paul were
essentially teachers. Paul’s journeys were teaching
expeditions; his letters were for edification.

the good news that God, in aspecial way, relates
Himsel f to a l l men through Jesus Chr is t . Chr is t ian
education has not as its sole purpose to perpetuate

This concern is shown early in the history of the the institution of the church or to teach moralism.
church with the forming of the catechetical instruc- The Long Range Program of Parish Education Ob-
tions of the ancient church; also in books and treatises jectives puts it succinctly when it says:
on liturgy and sermons. There was asystematic in- as the church, as the body of Christ, seeks to become
struction in Christian doctrine to prepare members more effectively that community of believers in which
for admission into the church. It is to be noted here the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sancti-
that the early church did not undertake an extensive fies individuals in their relationships with God and
program of education particularly for its children, their fellow men, the church’s central educational
The adults lived and learned in the atmosphere of objective, therefore, shall be to assist the individual
the Christian community and the children grew in in his response and witness to the eternal and incar-
faith through the informal influence of the home. Now- nate Word of God as he grows within this community
a-days with the Sunday school doing ateaching task, of the church toward greater maturity in his Chris-
parents are prone to forget they are also teachers of tian life through ever-deepening understandings, more

wholesome attitudes, and more responsible patterns
o f a c t i o n . ”

I n a s m u c h

t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h .

Some centuries before the reformation, the teach¬
ing was done in monastic schools and bishop schools,
and were primarily for the perpetuation of the clergy each is given the manifestation of the spirit for the
or orders. But the real impetus of ateaching ministry common good. To one is given through the spirit
was given by Martin Luther. He brought forth anew the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance
interest in aneed for Christian education for all peo- of knowledge according to the same spirit,
pie. Luther’s translation of the Bible into the language writing about the teaching ministry. To some in the
of the people, his production of hymns were also part church is given the ability to teach facts and to others

W h e n P a u l w r i t e s t o t h e C o r i n t h i a n s t h a t : “ To

9 > H e i s
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the ability to interpret facts. But teach, the church
m u s t .

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S October 5, 1958

whichH^ake life complicated and physically comfor¬
tab le . But , there comes a t ime when man hungers
for something his c leverness cannot d iscover. Man
does not l ive by knowledge alone, but has aterrible
hunger for meaning, and meaning does not fit into
the test tube nor subject itself to chemical analysis.

It is at this point that the teaching ministry of
the church takes on apeculiar pattern. .The Christian
b e l i e v e s t h a t G o d i s a c t i v e i n H i s r e l a t i o n t o m e n

and the world. God is not passive and impersonal,
just holding things together and keeping the laws
of the universe in operat ion —si t t ing back wai t ing
for men to discover His truths by simply using their
intellect. The Christian believes the hunger to know
more is God’s doing, and the insights of the saints
and the prophets and teachers are His promptings.
Thus the teaching ministry of the church is to be a
witness to the wonderful act pi God which relates us
through Christ to Himself .

W h e n i t i s s a i d t h a t “ T r u t h i s h i d d e r T f r o m w i s e

But there are dangers in teach ing. The church
must teach the truth about all Life. That is why we
have our col lege. That is why in ear ly days even
reading, wr i t ing and ar i thmet ic were taught by the
church. For any truth is God’s truth. Yet all too
often the church has said there is arel ig ious truth
a n d a w o r l d l y t r u t h . I k n o w a c o l l e g e t h a t h a d i n
its catalog that they taught biology according to the
B ib le . Now the B ib le con ta ins many t ru ths abou t
man and h i s re la t i onsh ip to God , bu t i t i s no t a
biology book. Nevertheless the truths of biology are
still God’s truths. The question might be asked at
this point: What distinguishes aChristian college from
any other type of college? Is it the fact that maybe
aclass begins with aprayer or that it holds certain
periods for devotions or that the language is in more
pious phraseology? Ithink not. The demarcation
may not even be that the students of aChristian col¬
lege have higher morals (though Ihope so) than the
state institutions. One point of emphasis is that the
Christ ian col lege rests on afai th that God revealed
Himself through Christ. This in turn
means that not only knowledge is
taught but wisdom as well. It im¬
plies adeep concern for all because
a l l m e n a r e s o n s o f G o d . T h e C o m ¬
mission of Christ ian Higher Educa¬
t i o n h a s s a i d i t b e t t e r t h a n I c a n

and prudent men and revealed to Babes,” i t is not
because God d isp ises w isdom and knowledge bu t
simply that man so often gets tangled up in his own

conceits and is blinded by pride.
The teaching task of the church

is to try to translate the act of God
through Christ to all people. This
means i t wi l l try to put the gospel
in to ac t ion . I t w i l l t r y to in te rp re t
and explain its meaning. It wil l tel l
the story over and over in var ious
ways. It will make use of all avail¬
a b l e t r u t h s t o h e l p m a n s e e t h a t

Ihad s ix honest serv ing men,
W h o t a u g h t m e a l l I k n o w ,
They are Who, What and When
And Where, and Why and How.

— R u d y a r d K i p l i n g .
when i t says: “ I t i s our conv ic t ion
that knowledge of reality and of the
meaning of life is adequate and com¬
plete only in the light of the revelation of Jesus Christ redemption comes through Christ. It means that to
by which consistent with our Christian traditions all teach, whether formally or informally, whether direct-
our teachings must be judged.

●c*c«c«r*cec ● :
. e i . * 0

ly or indirectly, whether at home or in the church
school, is to help man in his response to God. There
is no one final method or one prescribed system of
teaching. It will use all truths: it will use the Bible,
Old and New Testament, the Life of Christ, the experi¬
ence of the early disciples, and the present experience
of the Body of Christ

There is another danger in the teaching ministry
and that is to forget that not ai l knowledge comes
f r o m h u m a n e f f o r t a l o n e . W h e n J e s u s a s k e d “ W h o

do you say that Iam?” and Peter repl ied: “You are
Christ the Son of the Living God” Jesus’ reply was
“ B l e s s e d a r e y o u S i m o n B a r - J o n a ! F o r fl e s h a n d
blood has not revealed th is to you but my Father
w h o i s i n h e a v e n . ” T h i s d i d n o t c o m e f r o m h u m a n G o d ’ s u l t i m a t e e f f o r t t o r e v e a l H i m s e l f t o m a n w a s
e f fo r t a lone . I t was no t j us t amat te r o f reason ing ; i n Jesus Chr i s t . I t t eaches because i t mus t . The
but avision illuminated Peter’s mind and it came dynamics of love forces the community of believers
from God. The teaching ministry has all too often to share the joyous news and tries to relate this news
forgotten revelation. The danger lies in that we often to man’s living,
consider that the only way of understanding is in .the
enormous potentialities of the research method. There
seems to be no limit to the piling up of facts and the
increase of knowledge, if we patiently train our minds
to experiment and to gather data. What happens' is
that gradually the spiritual and emotional life of man
is whittled away until all of our life is seen in terms
of rational processes. This goes on until we find an
uncontrolled rebellion against the intellectual and the
r e a s o n a b l e . T h i s r e s u l t s i n a n o u t b u r s t o f c r u d e a n t i -

t h e c h u r c h .

T h e c h u r c h m u s t t e a c h s o t h a t m a n c a n k n o w t h a t

l i b e r a l s

The real problem (of liberals) is to bring about
an atmosphere in which people want to speak their
minds —and in which they have minds to speak. ...
The present enemy is. . . . aconspiracy of b landness,
seeking to bury al l tension and conflict in American
life under amass of platitude and piety... .The liberal¬
ism of the Fifties must be challenged by the fact o f
spiritual unemployment. The present task of liberals
is to help prime the pump, not economically, but

reason. The best example of this happened some years
ago when one minister said his greatest virtue was
that he was “ignoranter than ignorant.”

Man can be taught facts, he can acquaint himself
with the laws of nature, he may learn how to deal ethically,
with his physical environment and work marvels Arthur Schlessinger, Jr.



L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S Page 5October 5, 1958

Editor ’s Note: Dr. Brownlee is teacher at Camp-
%bell Folk School in Brasstown, N. C., and was
Ieducated at Ohio State, Union Seminary and
gColumbia. He is Exec. Sec. of American Mis-
gsionary Association, apost he has held for 26
Iyears, and authored “New Day Ascending.”

f

Church Union
F r e d B r o w n l e e

HPIRIT, ideas, religions and philosophies the largest denomination in the United States, theseek to express themselves through people United Lutheran Church. Through the federation of
and social organization. It is like the mind denominations, and national and international councils
and the body. Man is apsycho-physical being, of churches the end would seem to be one gigantic

The hyphen is more than alink in achain. The union Protestant Church rivaling in form and power the
is organic. While it is not necessarily true that aage-long efficiency of the Roman Catholic Church,
first-class mind can function only through afirst-class
body, it is at least ablessing when that is true.

The logic of the movement is without fallacy. It
● i s r e a s o n a b l e t h a t t h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t s h o u l d b e

We cannot alter, this fact. The reminders of Jesus one. The author of the Gospel of John makes this
the chief prayer of Jesus, yet we have no evidence
that Jesus was moved by the size and greatness of

at two points in this process are still contemporary.
First, man’s life really does not consist in the abun¬
dance of the things he possesses; second, it is afact massive organization. He was condemned to death
that man was not made for the sabbath but rather primarily because of theological and ecclesiastical
the sabbath for man. In other words, the mind and heresies involved in exalting the spirit of the law,
the spirit feed on mental and spiritual ideas, ideals and by declaring,. “The sabbath was made for man
and the fellowship of the like-minded. Bank accounts, not man' for the sabbath.”

c l o t h e s a n d a m u s e m e n t s a n d m a n o r i a l It is true that social and religious organization re-e x p e n s i v e
estates may produce certain satisfactions, but they quire institutions in the same sense that the mind
are not of the essence which transforms individuals needs abody, but there is that in institutionalism and
into persons and makes for the free performance of materialism which tends to get and to keep the cart
the functions of personality. Hence, when matter and before’the horse. The subjective essence of the spirit
form take precedence the spirit withers and the soul is the holy of holies for individuals and organizations
shrinks. The body, like amechanical engine, needs aof individuals alike,
governor. The function of the human governor is to
keep its hyphenated organism in balance. Appetites jf it were amovement sponsored by spontaneous
and passions run riot as man squanders his substance
in riotous l iving.

I w o u l d f e e l m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e a b o u t c h u r c h u n i o n

surgings in the souls of church members, alaymen’s
movement, if you will, apushing upward from grass-

In other words, the body is chiefly instrumental; ̂ ^ots Instead, it is largely an argumentative move-
the mind is supreme. Even so are mental functions “enj; led by sorne of the clergy and denominational
with reference to high spiritual values. Means and heads who would convince laymen through logic. The
ends should not be confused, their relationship should logic is. indeed sound, but not always psychological,
not be inverted. Beware, lest the body anesthetize the Man lives and moves much more psychologically than
spirit and thwart ascendency in the pursuit of values logically. The god of consistency often deals in ab-and the revaluing thereof. stractions. In his later years William James bequeathed

afundamenta l s ta tement wor thy o f da i ly act ion and
So is it with organization and ritual. Promoters reflection:

of both qr either, often unconsciously, succumb to the
efficiency of system and form. They frequently special¬
ize in the cliches of conformity in loyalties, rather
than in the transforming power of awakened spirit.
The temptation to exalt organization and ritual is
that of oiling the machinery. The temptation lurks
in the processes which produce presidents, ordain
clergymen and consecrate bishops.

At present many Protestant denominations are
lured by the attractiveness of united organization. The
M e t h o d i s t s N o r t h a n d t h e M e t h o d i s t s S o u t h u n i t e d t o
the tune of ten million members and the buzzings of
agreat organization. Energetic leaders seek to trans- ing safe with aperson; having neither to weigh
form avariety of Baptist churches into one big Baptist thoughts nor measure words, but to pour them all out,
Church. Congregational leaders are all but weary, just as they are, chaff and grain together, knowmg
though still persistent, in producing an efficient United that afaithful hand will take and sift them, keep
Church of Christ out of Congregational and Evangel- what is worth keeping, and then, with the breath of
ica l Reformed churches. There are those who are k indness, b low the rest away,
seeking to make of avariety of Lutheran churches

Iam done with great things and big things,
great institutions and big business, and big suc¬
cess, and Iam for those tiny, invisible, molecular
m o r a l f o r c e s t h a t w o r k f r o m i n d i v i d u a l t o i n ¬
dividual, creeping through the crannies of the
world like many soft rootlets or like the capillary
oozing of water, yet which if you give them
t i m e w i l l r e n d t h e h a r d e s t m o n u m e n t s o f m a n ’ s
pr ide.

F R I E N D S

Oh, the comfort, the inexpressible comfort of feel-

George Eliot.
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AJoyous, Unending Problem

The Church’s Concern with Theological Education
D E A N A X E L K I L D E G A A R D

Grand View Seminary
whole of life. This is the concern of the whole person
even as we are bid to love the Lord our God with all of
our heart, all of our soul, all of our strength, and all
of our mind. Richard Niebuhr gives us one of the
best definitions of theology when he says that it is the
i n t e l l e c t u a l l o v e o f G o d . T h e C h u r c h i s c o n c e r n e d
with theological education because the seminary is the
in te l lec tua l center o f the Church. The school may
not be the Church but neither are they separable.
Religious practice without theological concern and
discipline has either or both of the following results.
1 . P o o r a n d f a u l t y t h i n k i n g . Wo r d s a r e t o o l s o f
thought and cannot be used wi thout thought . Men
who do not respect thought, speak lies. 2. Reliance
upon ritual. Acts that are repeated without under¬
standing or without the search for understanding be¬
come superstitions and evidence areturn to magic.
B o t h o f t h e s e t r e n d s a r e t o b e s e e n i n t h e c h u r c h o f
ou r day.

We often fail to recognize that the discipline of
study is itself acalling within the life of the Church.
This sometimes poses aproblem for young men who
feel that they are called to the service of the ministry.
Insofar as the church from which they come does not
know aconcern for theo logy they have d i fficu l ty in
recognizing the priority of the call to be astudent.
Ihave even heard men reject the ministry because
they did not feel equipped to fulfill that service. But
Ihave never heard men reject the medical profession
because they did not know how to diagnose diseases
or to perform an operation. They were more ready
to recognize that years of discipline and study were
necessary. Through the intellectual love of God, we
are equipped to His service. There is the calling of
the student. The pastor who acknowledges that this
is true for the seminary student but thinks that it no
longer applies to himself is in effect saying, “I once
d id love God w i th my mind bu t tha t i s no longer
necessary now that Iam ordained.”

During the past decade there have been anumber
of significant surveys and evaluations of theological
education. Dr. H. Richard Niebuhr, who headed one
of these studies, says that the problem in part is to
m a k e o u r s e m i n a r y c u r r i c u l u m i n t o a c o u r s e
of study rather than acollection of studies. This con¬
cern of the Church can perhaps more easily be achieved
in asmal l school . Our own school by c i rcumstance
o f c u l t u r e a n d n u m b e r s h a s a l w a y s b e e n a s m a l l
s c h o o l . T h i s h a s n o t b e e n o u r c h o i c e n o r i s i t a u t o ¬
matically our virtue. But there are certain advantages
inherent in every situation awaiting to be cultivated
and exploited. These advantages are possibilities that
have been realized in varying degrees. Alimited

(Con t i nued on Pago 14 )

“But to what shall Icompare this generation? It is
like cliildren sitting in the market places and calling to
their playfnates. ‘We piped to you and you did not
dance; we wai led, and you did not mourn’.”

— M a t t . 1 1 : 1 6 - 1 7

UR OWN TIME and nation may see itself within
these words. We are anation desperate about
our play. Among the fastest growing industries

today are those that cater to our leisure. To an in¬
creasing degree we tend to define worth in terms of
joy, and pleasure becomes our goal. These are no
longer considered the consequence of worth, as gifts
that attend and come as abenediction upon that which
is meaningful. They are rather the frantic purpose
that motivates our thought and action, “I am going
t o h a v e f u n i f i t k i l l s m e . ”

Our search for sensation is also reflected in much
of the religious life of our day. The goal of religious
activity has become the cultivation of emotion. The
man who speaks with power to command the emotions
a lso commands an aud ience . There i s ad i rec t re la t i on¬
ship between our play centered culture and the popu¬
larity of certain revivalists of our day. Here there
i s a l s o a f r a n t i c s c r a m b l e a n d c o n f u s i o n . N o t e t h e
popularity of the phrase, “religious experience,” usual¬
ly spoken in hushed tones. It is the goal of many
pastors to lead his people to aspiritual or religious
experience. Again we tend to make emotion the goal
rather than the gift that attends truth.

The New Testament does not speak of nor seek
to cultivate “religious experience” as such. It brings
us rather the Gospel
act in Christ. Jesus Himself seems to be suspicious
and wary of emotion. Recall the vision on the Mount
of Transfiguration which ends with the admonition
that they must not stay there but go down into the
valley where there is work to be done. Or the story
of the feeding of the multitude. In that moment of
exultation the crowd sought to idolize their hero —
but Christ withdrew into the wilderness to pray. Both
t h e e c s t a t i c e m o t i o n o f t h e s e l e c t f e w a n d t h e i m ¬
pulsive emotion of the mob were denied. One can
imagine that if the New Testament were to be written
in accord with the popular religious forces of our time,
these insights would be less in evidence. We would
rather be given aconsummate tear-jerker. The ques¬
tion is rarely raised with respect to a“powerful”
speaker of our time, “What did he say?” His power
lies rather in his ability to manipulate emotions.

These observations are relevant in setting the stage
for our topic: the Church’s concern with theological
education. The life of the Church may be defined in
terms of worship. Its worship is not to be thought of
only in terms of the hour set aside for that purpose
once aweek. Worship is the practice of the presence
of God, and this must become the definition of the

O

the objective fact of God’s

This ta lk was g iven a t the 81st Convent ion o f the
A E L C i n S e a t t l e o n A u g u s t 1 3 .
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Thirteenth Annual Folk Meeting
T Y L E R , M I N N E S O T A

Page 7

in aChristian home, and, Ibelieve, inferred that a
contented old age was usually the result of agood
family l i fe.

The th i r teenth annual Folk Meet ing at Danebod
has come and gone. And it was agood meeting, to of his past experiences, which in difficult times had
say the least. Like every other year, we who were given him courage and incentive to carry on through
present missed some of the faithful friends of former his long life of service as aminister. In one lecture
years, because the good Lord had called them away, he used Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale, “The
And there were some who because of illness and other Snow Queen,” to symbolize the power of good and
reasons were unable to be present all or some of the evil. He showed how little Gerda through her un-

But each year there are always new faces wavering faith, her hope and love for Kaj, was, de¬
spite the direst of obstacles, finally successful in re¬
leasing him from the clutches of evil.

Pastor Rasmussen also drew from memory some

t i m e ,

jo in ing the group.
This year there were two visitors from Denmark.

And there were guests from as far away as Seattle,
Los Angeles, Danevang, Texas and Canada.

Pastor Wikman, in one lecture, drew avery interes¬
ting character sketch of awoman with asplit per-

The meeting was held amonth earlier than usual, sonality. Outwardly she was gruff and embittered,
due to the fact that Danebod will be used for released- But underneath there was abig heart, yearning for

love. She had been agodsend to him and to many
The building and campus looked especially attrac- other young students during the depression years, pro-

tive and inviting this year. The grounds are well kept, viding them with food and shelter, so as to make it
and aprofusion of flowers bloomed. On the inside, possible for them to continue their studies. He also
the building had been renovated and redecorated took his listeners with him on atrip to Salt Lake City,
throughout, so it was ajoy to behold. One can well ^^d gave us aglimpse into the teachings of Mor-

m o n i s m .

time Bible school, during the school year.

imagine and appreciate the “busy-ness” of Volmer and
Anna and their many willing helpers, before our
a r r i v a l .

Pastor Mikkelsen, who is now retiring from his
long service as active pastor in our synod, took the

The meals were excellent, well prepared and festive, opportunity in one of his talks to thank the many
The beds are comfortable. And there was ample time friends, in Tyler and elsewhere, who had throughout
for rest and relaxation. Thus, as usual, aspirit of good his student years and later in life, been ahelp and
cheer and fellowship reigned throughout the week.

As in previous years, the day’s activities began with f^e time in our life when our service is no longer
breakfast at 8o’clock. Then at 9o’clock we met in the deemed useful or necessary. To meet old age with
assembly hall for ahalf hour of songfest, with Thyra geniality and grace is not just aminor problem in
Nussle at the piano. At this time we are given the our day.
opportunity of selecting our own favorite songs. And

comfort to him. It is not easy for any of us to approach

On Friday evening Pastor Mortensen showed
the result is always gratifying and delightful. For the colored slides from some of the many interesting places
familiar old folk songs, secular or spiritual, have away he and Mrs. Mortensen had visited in southern Europe
of expressing, better than we can, in words and music,
our innermost feelings and emotions.

las t year. And one a f te rnoon Mrs . Mor tensen he ld
open house in the parsonage to the women who were

Pastor M. Mikkelsen, in his quiet, edifying way, interested in viewing the hand embroideries and other
each day led the morning devotion, followed by aBible beautiful items she had brought with her from Den-
study, usually from the Sermon on the Mount. Then, mark. On Saturday evening various local homes held
after ashort recess, there was alecture period from 11 open house to the Danebod guests. Here we shared
o’clock unti l noon, and one again in the afternoon the hospital i ty of afestive evening of visit ing together,
and in the evening. At these sessions the following
pastors spoke in turn; E. Mortensen, P. Wikman, P.
R a s m u s s e n a n d J . E n s e l m a n n .

On Sunday morn ing there was aDan ish serv ice
with communion at 9:30, where Pastor Rasmussen spoke
to afull house. This was followed by an English
service at 11 where Pastor Mortensen presided. As

here to give only afew of the impressions that come this was the day of the congregation’s Harvest Festival,
the church was appropriately decorated with flowers
and the various grains and fruit of the harvest.

As Itook no notes at the meetings, Ishall attempt

to my mind.
Pastor Mortensen in one of his talks gave us an

idea of what had thus' far been attained and is at Following the service, there was afellowship dinner
present being ^attempted in regard to church union, at noon on the campus grounds near the stone hall,
And he also mentioned the difficulties encountered in shared by guests and members of the congregation,
compiling anew hymnal satisfactory to all concerned. It was abeautiful day, and so many had come from

Pastor Enselmann in aseries of lectures gave avery near and far to participate in the festivities,
interesting and enlightening characterization of Kaj
Munk as aman, apastor, and as aliterary genius. He
read sketches from anumber of his works, including
“Ordet” (The Word). In his last lecture Pastor Ensel¬
mann dwelt mainly on aproblem facing all of us, that
of adjusting ourselves in agraceful and grateful man- served afarewell lunch with coffee in the school
ner to old age. He reminisced on his own childhood dining hall. It was time now to bid each other good-

(Con t i nued on Page 10 )

At three o’clock we met again in the church. This
time Pastor Calvin Rossman delivered an impressive
and fitting message jon the significance of harvest.

Later in the afternoon the Danebod guests were
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The Triangle
Often, one encounters amember of aY-teen club

who is blaming the LYFs for scheduling too many
activities, or aparent is blaming the school for so
much activity, or the church is blaming the other
organizations for not keeping to its bargain of a
“church night.”

On one side, we have the home, on another the
church, and on another the school; each one, in its
way, educating us to be able to enjoy life more. At
the same time, we are expected to share some of the
responsibil i t ies.

This see-saw battle between these three sides,
different, yet parallel in scope, goes on and on. It can
result in this example: Aman has afive year old
daughter who has just started school. He wants his
daughter to go to Sunday school. She, on the other
hand, doesn’t want to go because she goes to school
five days aweek. However, Sunday school should
not be just another school day, although some Sunday
schools might give this impression.

Since each side is competing for that child, apres¬
s u r e b u i l d s u p . G e t t i n g t h a t c h i l d t o o n e o r t h e
other takes some high-pressure salesmanship. Now
this method is questionable. But if this questionable
attitude is questionable, then out the window it
must go.

I o n c e h e a r d a r o u n d t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n b e t w e e n f o u r
young people and four adults on various problems.
The question was put to the four adults, “How much
time do you spend in your home?” Two of the four
were women, and were home more than 75 per cent
of the week. The other two, men, were home only
about 25 per cent of the week. In this particular in¬
stance, the home could blame the other two “sides”
for taking their home life from them. But remember,
t h i s i s a n i s o l a t e d c a s e . A r e t h e r e o t h e r c a s e s l i k e
this? Each side seems to take the easiest way and
blame the other for destroying its own organization.
Perhaps it would be better for each to shoulder the
b l a m e a n d s t a r t o v e r f r o m t h e r e .

There are many communities that have the poten¬
tial leadership and material available to shoulder the
responsibilities of awholesome triangle. The next issue
will contain an approach to this problem.

American Evangelical Luth.
Youth Fel lowship

E D I T O R ; E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

11 0 0 B o y d ,
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

Camp With ULCA
This year, the Iowa synod of the ULCA invited

our AELC to send adelegation of campers to their
Luther League Camp. The camp was held August
18-24 at the Walther League Campsite on West lake,
Okoboji. The total enrollment of the camp exceeded
300, including 10 representatives from the AELC.

The camp schedule was filled with activities, allow¬
ing very little free time. The mornings were devoted
to cabin clean-up, morning watch and Bible studies.
After dinner, we were given time to rest in our cabins.
T h e a f t e r n o o n ’ s a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e d a n e n r i c h m e n t
class (crafts, nature hikes, photography, etc.), swim¬
ming and other athletic games. Before supper we were
given ashort period to ourselves. Another enrichment
class followed supper. Then there was aspecial pro¬
gram of entertainment, different every night for varie¬
ty. To close the evening schedule, devotions were held
either in the chapel or by acampfire.

Ihad expected the camp to be like our own district
youth camps. However, it was very different. The
total number of campers was much greater than the
usual number at our AELC camps. At our camps, the
camper has the opportunity to meet everyone at the
camp, including both campers and pastors. Idid not
have the chance to meet any of the pastors personally,
and about the only campers Imet were those in my
o w n c a b i n .

The length of the Bible study classes in the ULCA
camp compares closely to that in our own. However,
our Bible study is received through discussion groups,
which meet at different times throughout the day. For
example: aBible class in the morning, discussion
groups in the afternoon and evening. Bible classes
at the ULCA camp were held continuously during the
morning. Text books were used in place of group dis¬
cussions. Much of the Bible study had to be done per¬
sonally, with special study periods allowed for com¬
pletion of assignments.

In conclusion, Iwould like to say that niy week at
the Luther League Camp was rewarding. It was very
interest ing to learn how the ULCA camp compares
t o t h o s e o f t h e A E L C .

C o n t r i b u t e d .

Over The Typewriter
National Workshop and Convention will be held in

Detroit, Michigan, November 7-9. It is quite atrip for
some of us, but it will be well worth our while being
there! Plan now to attend; and watch for the program
in the next issue. Until you receive further informa¬
tion, your registrat ions can be sent to Rev. Howard
Christensen, 19900 Greenfield Road, Detroit 35, Mich.

Aser ies o f a r t i c les w i l l appear ca l led “The Tr i¬
angle.” Most of you have met the problem h e r e
is achance to discuss it anew and perhaps find some
way to solve it.

Let me hear your reactions to the camp question,
too You can only be heard when you speak out!

Editor’s Note: The above impressions and reactions
to aULCA camp are by Gladys Pedersen of Newell,
Iowa. Perhaps some of you have areaction to what
was said. Do you think we (AELC) have something
to offer in camping programs? Is their program too
big? Is our idea of “discussion groups” better than
text books? What do you think? Let’s hear from you!

The first hour of the morning is the rudder of
Henry Ward Beecher.the day.
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MRS. AAGE PAULSEN, ED ITOR

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

T h i s g i f tyear our convention voted to contribute $50.00.
was gratefully acknowledged.)

P a s s e d .

24. The commit tee jo ins the president in thanking the
o f fi c e r s o f W M S f o r t h e i r w o r k i n t h e p a s t y e a r . T h e
committee moves that we give them arising vote of thanks.

Passed. Rising vote of appreciation accorded WMS
o f fi c e r s .

M i n u t e s o f A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e
W i M S o f t h e A E L C

(Continued From September 20 Issue)
RECOMMENDATION 13. That the convention endorse

the following suggestions in regard to Missionary Education:
1. Designate aperiod for home mission emphasis.
2. Encourage more interest in the Santal Mission and

other foreign missions.
3. Request the Education Committee to prepare and sug¬

gest program materials for mission study in the local groups.
P a s s e d .

17. The committee moves adoption of Recommendation 14.
RECOMMENDATION 14. That our Educat ion Commit tee

b e r e q u e s t e d :
1. To provide program material for use in our local

g r o u p s .
2. To plan two or three programs related to WMS or

synodical work for use during special emphasis periods.
3. To provide materials for astudy of stewardship.
P a s s e d .

18. The majority of the comrnittee feels we are not ready
f o r a L e a d e r s h i p W o r k s h o p .

RECOMMENDATION 15 . Tha t WMS sponsor aLeader¬
ship Workshop as soon as it can be planned.

Thoughts expressed on this point again Indicated that the
lack, of funds makes it difficult to carry out the proposed
program set up by our president. Some felt this program
should be encouraged on aDistrict basis.

19. The committee moves to accept Recommendation 16.
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 1 6 . T h a t t h e H a n d b o o k C o m m i t t e e

be requested to complete the Handbook as soon as possible.
P a s s e d .

20. The committee moves to accept Recommendation 17.
RECOMMENDATION 17. That mimeographed cop ies o f

the Distr ict and Nat ional Const i tut ion be sent to al l local
groups and officers.

P a s s e d .

2 1 . T h e c o m m i t t e e m o v e s t h a t w e e x p r e s s o u r a p p r e c i a ¬
t i o n t o M r s . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n l o r h e r y e a r s o f s e r v i c e t o
W M S a s e d i t o r o f o u r L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S W o m e n ’ s
Page by ar is ing vote of thanks. We also jo in our presi¬
dent in welcoming our new editor, Mrs. Aage Paulsen, and
her ass is tan t , Mrs . Agnes Ne lson , bo th members o f our
c h u r c h a t C o r d o v a , N e b r a s k a .

This motion was passed and Mrs. Johannes Knudsen was
given arising vote of thanks. Miss Emilie Stockholm intro¬
duced the ne\ t f ed i tor o f Our Women’s Work, Mrs. Aage
Paulsen. Mrs. Paulsen voiced her appreciation of coopera¬
t ion extended to her these past months —and hoped our
support lor the page would cont inue.

2 2 . T h e c o m m i t t e e m o v e s a c c e p t a n c e o f R e c o m m e n d a ¬
t i o n 1 8 .

RECOMMENDATION 18 . Tha t t he conven t i on exp ress
i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n t o t h e s p o n s o r s a n d l e a d e r s o f t h e s e D i s ¬
t r i c t R e t r e a t s b y m e a n s o f a l e t t e r f r o m o u r c o n v e n t i o n
s e c r e t a r y .

P a s s e d .

23. The commit tee moves the adopt ion of Recommen¬
d a t i o n 1 9 .

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N 1 9 . T h a t W M S a g a i n c o n t r i b u t e
$50.00 toward the support of United Church Women. (Last gates sacrifice attendance at this meeting in order that we

25. The committee moves the acceptance of our presi¬
dent’s report, recognizing the great amount of time and
effort given freely by her to work of the women of our
church, and moves that we give her arising vote of thanks.

With this last point our president’s report was accepted
wi th a r is ing vo te o f g ra t i tude .

Miss Ida Christensen, Chairman.
M i s s R e e t a P e t e r s e n
M r s . E r n e s t N i e l s e n
M r s . H a n s M e y e r
Mrs. Aage Paulsen
Mrs. Rober t Fal lgat ter
M r s . F. G . B r a n d e s
M r s . V e r n e r H a n s e n

D I S T R I C TR E P O R T B Y F I N D I N G S C O M M I T T E E O N
P R E S I D E N T S R E P O R T S :

Presiding Officer: Miss Emilie Stockholm, president.
Miss Stockholm read the following in its entirety:
1. The committee wishes to recognize, as it is expressed

in the various district reports, the excellent far-ranged plan¬
ning for the Jubilee Year by the Jubilee Committee under
the able leadership of Mrs. Holger Strandskov.

2. The committee l ikewise recognizes the excellent edi¬
torial work done by Mrs. Axel Kildegaard and her staff of
contr ibutors, on the Jubi lee Issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS
of May 5, 1958.

3. The commit tee takes note o f the mot ion presented
in District III that the name of “WMS” be changed to The
Amer ican Evangel ica l Lutheran Church Women. I t recom¬
m e n d s t h a t t h i s r e s o l u t i o n b e c o n s i d e r e d a t t h i s c o n v e n t i o n .

4 . W e t a k e n o t e o f t h e v a r i o u s R e t r e a t s o f o u r d i s t r i c t s ,
a n d r e c o m m e n d t h e s e b e e n c o u r a g e d i n a l l d i s t r i c t s .

5. The committee recommends, after reading these re¬
ports, that each local Women’s Organization of the churches,
devo te one mee t i ng ayea r t o aWMS p rog ram.

The Findings Committee recommends that the president’s
report from the Distr icts be sent in early enough, so that
the Findings Commit tee on the Distr ict President ’s Report
can receive these reports, if possible, two weeks before con¬
ven t ion , so tha t these repor ts may rece ive the i r due o f
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Respectful ly subrnitted,
M r s . J . P. P e t e r s e n , C h a i r m a n .
M i s s A n n C h r i s t i a n s e n
M i s s L i l l i a n S t u b
M r s . A n t o n N i e l s e n
M r s . P a u l E . W i k m a n
M r s . L e s t e r R a y m o n d

Each point in this report was noted, but only one change
w a s m a d e . P o i n t 5 w a s c h a n g e d t o r e a d : “ d e v o t e a t l e a s t
one meet ing ayear to aWMS program.

The report was then gratefully accepted.
E X T E N S I O N O F C O N V E N T I O N T I M E :

Miss Stockholm announced that, by the clock, it was time
for the evening meeting at St. John’s Church, where Pastor
E. Mortensen was to be the speaker. She asked that dele-
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perienced with her co-workers on the committee —as well
a s o t h e r s .

She expressed the need for bet ter publ ic re lat ions in
WMS. “We need , despe ra te l y, t o SELL ou rse l ves ! ” She
u n d e r s c o r e d f u r t h e r u s e o f O u r W o m e n ’ s W o r k p a g e t o t e l l
others of what we are doing. She suggested that we keep
o n fi l e h i s t o r i c d a t a o n W M S p u b l i s h e d i n L U T H E R A N
TIDINGS th is pas t Jub i lee Year. She cons idered i t ve ry
w o r t h w h i l e m a t e r i a l t o h a v e . A g r e a t d e a l o f r e s e a r c h
h a s b e e n d o n e t o s e c u r e i t .

M iss Stockho lm extended as incere thank you to Mrs .
S t r a n d s k o v a n d h e r fi n e c o m m i t t e e f o r t h e i r e x c e l l e n t w o r k !

D E N V E R A S S E M B L Y O F U N I T E D C H U R C H W O M E N :
Miss Stockho lm encouraged our women to a t tend the

Denver Assembly of United Church Women to be held in
O c t o b e r .

A n u m b e r o fmight complete our unfinished business,
women left, but it was gratifying to see that many remained.
R E P O R T O F T H E F I N D I N G S C O M M I T T E E O N T H E W M S

T R E A S U R E R ’ S R E P O R T :

1. The Findings Committee on the WMS Treasurer’s Re¬
port met with the WMS national treasurer, Mrs. E. Nielsen,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, during the 81st annual
convent ion o f AELC in Seat t le , Wash ing ton. Las t year ’s
report was reviewed, and each district is to be commended
for having exceeded its previous year’s donation. This
undoubtedly is evidence of greater interest in WMS. The
special project (beds for GVC Girls’ Dorm) was well re¬
ceived and seemed to give inspiration and motivation.

2. The treasury has adequate funds for the following
contributions, and the committee recommends that the WMS
convention approve these expenditures.

(1) $228.24 as the final payment on beds for the Girls’
. D o r m a t G V C .

P a s s e d .
(2) $600.00 $100.00 to each of the six Home Mission

Churches. ($292.27 to be added to $307.73 previously ear¬
m a r k e d f o r t h i s p u r p o s e . )

P c i s s 0 d
(3) $40 .00 t o t he F i lm L ib ra r y , a t GVC.

(4) $ 5 0 . 0 0 t o t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h Wo m e n .
A l r e a d y v o t e d .
(5) $50.00 to the Santal Mission in memory of Ronald

L. Hansen, whose wi fe has returned to WMS his $50.00
ordinat ion gi f t wi th the request that i t be donated to the
Santa l Miss ion. Noted wi th grat i tude.

3 . T h e c o m m i t t e e r e c o m m e n d s t h a t a l l f u n d s b e c h a n ¬

neled and receipted through the district treasurer, and then
forwarded by her to the national treasurer.

This was changed to amotion and consequently passed.
4 . The commi t tee recommends tha t ou r spec ia l WMS

p r o j e c t l o r t h e i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e b e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a
S c h o l a r s h i p f u n d o f $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . ’ P h i s f u n d w o u l d b e a v a i l ¬
a b l e t o y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n p r e p a r i n g t h e m s e l v e s f o r
t h e m i n i s t r y o r o t h e r c h u r c h r e l a t e d w o r k .

This point was, natural ly, discussed at some length. I t
was then changed to read: “This fund would be avai lable
to men and women of the AELC preparing themselves for
the ministry or other church related work.

Mrs. Holger Strandskov, our Golden Jubi lee Chairman,
made the fo l lowing mot ion: That the chair appoint acom¬
mittee of three, to set up rules governing The Golden Jubilee
Scholarship Fund for approval of the 1959 WMS convention.

T h i s w a s p a s s e d .
Miss Stockholm asked lor suggestions lor other special

pro jects f rom the floor, o ther than the one recommended
by the Findings Committee.

Approval of the committee’s suggestion was voiced.
Motion was made that Point 4be accepted as our special

pro ject for the future. This was passed.
5. The committee recommends that the offering taken at

the Golden Jubilee banquet be added to the Golden Jubilee
F u n d . C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o d a t e a r e l i s t e d b e l o w :

District I, $135.78; District II, $412.87; District III, $446.12;
District IV, $708.75; District V, $280.69; District VI, $514.75;
District VII, $445.66; District VIII, $289.07; District IX,
$241.06. Total, $3,504.75.

P a s s e d .

T R A C T O R F U N D :

Aquest ion was ra ised whether or not the two t ractors
sent to Ind ia some t ime ago had been pa id in fu l l . We
were informed that only one was completely paid lor.
There is sti l l adelinquent amount on the second one.

M r s . F r a n c e s N i e l s e n w a s a s k e d t o l o o k i n t o t h e m a t t e r .
When she secures the information as to the amount due,
m o t i o n w a s m a d e a n d c a r r i e d t h a t W M S m a k e t h e fi n a l
p a y m e n t o n s a m e .
G R E E T I N G S :

T h e s e c r e t a r y w a s a s k e d t o s e n d a g r e e t i n g t o o u r
former WMS president, Mrs. Ida Egede of Hampton, Iowa,
who was unable to attend this year ’s convention.
R E T I R I N G O F F I C E R S :

Mrs. Oda Sorensen, Vice President.
M r s . E l a N i e l s e n , T r e a s u r e r .
Mrs. Thyra R. Nussle, Secretary.
Miss Stockholm expressed her appreciation to the re¬

tiring officers and they were extended arising, vote of thanks.
A D J O U R N M E N T :

Upon motion the 1958 national convention of WMS was
a d j o u r n e d .

Respect fu l ly submit ted,
Thyra R, Nussle, Secretary.

C H R I S T A L O N E

AChristian mother sent her son to college. When
later she visited him she found in his room apair of
oars, afootball, abaseball, atennis racket, and other
things that testified of his love for athletics. On the
wall there were also several questionable pictures
wh ich shou ld no t have been t he re .

She said nothing but went home and sent him a
beautiful picture of Hofmann’s Christ. When she vis¬
ited her son again there hung on the wall only the
picture of Christ. He answered her meaningful look
by saying; “The other pictures did not fit in with
C h r i s t .

Se lec ted .

T H I R T E E N T H A N N U A L F O L K M E E T I N G
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )

bye and Godspeed, with the hope we all expressed
of meeting again next year.

And now in closing, Iknow that the fr iends from
near and far will join me in extending aheartfelt
THANK YOU to all who in one way or another con¬
tributed towards making this 13th annual Danish Folk
Meet ing ar ich and memorable occasion.

Mrs . C . S . Fynboe , Cha i rman .
M r s . H a r o l d M a d s e n
M i s s M a b e l P e t e r s e n
M r s A n k e r E r i c k s o n

Mrs . E i na r Fa rs t r up
Mrs. Lovel Vaag
M r s . E m i l J e n s e n

Mrs. Ela K. Nie lsen (ex-offic io)

After minor correction of Financial Report Page 2, bot¬
tom of page, item $90.41 should be $90.38, the Financial Re¬
port was grateful ly accepted.
G O L D E N J U B I L E E C O R I M I T T E E R E P O R T :

Mrs. Holger Strandskov, Committee Chairman, voiced
a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e e x c e l l e n t c o o p e r a t i o n s h e h a d e x -

Nanna Goodhope.

Men who fight about religion have no religion to
fight about, since they do in the name of religion
the thing which religion itself forbids.

Joseph For t Newton.
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Bishop Lilje to Lecture
at Union Seminary in 1959

New York —(NLC) —Bishop Hanns Li l je of Ger¬
many has been appointed Harry Emerson Fosdick
Visiting Professor at Union Theological Seminary here
for the second semester of the academic year 1958-59.

B i shop L i l j e , who has headed the Evange l i ca l
Lutheran Church of Hannover since 1947, will be in
residence at Union beginning next January and wil l
a l s o v i s i t o t h e r s e m i n a r i e s a n d e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u ¬

t ions throughout the count ry dur ing the five-month
period of his appointment.

Bishop Lilje is the second Lutheran named to the
Fosdick Professorship, which was established in 1953
by agift from John D. Rockefeller, III, to honor the
f o r m e r m i n i s t e r o f N e w Yo r k ’ s R i v e r s i d e C h u r c h f o r
h is contr ibut ions as ateacher, preacher, wr i ter and
c o u n s e l o r .

During 1957-58, the post was filled by the Rt. Rev.
Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of the Tamil Evangel ical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n S o u t h I n d i a . A d e l e g a t e a n d
program par t i c ipan t a t the Th i rd Assemb ly o f the
Lutheran Wor ld Federat ion at Minneapol is last Au¬
gust, he then spent the past year at Union. He re¬
turned with Mrs. Manikam to India in mid-May.

Bishop Lilje is the immediate past president of the
Lutheran World Federat ion, chairman of the Uni ted
Evangel ica l Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD),
vice chairman of the Evangelical Church in Germany
(EKID), and amember of the Central Commit tee of
t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s .

U R B A N C H U R C H P L A N N I N G , K l o e t z l i & H i l l m a n ,
Muhlenberg Press. 186 pages, $2.50.
T h e R e v. Wa l t e r K l o e t z l i i s o n e o f o u r w o r k e r s i n

t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l ’ s D i v i s i o n o f A m e r i c a n

Missions. He is Secretary for Urban Church Planning.
Dr. Arthur Hil lman is asociologist at Roosevelt Col¬
lege, Chicago.

The book deals effectively and in detail with our
fast changing cities, and the urgent need for planning
on the part of our city church leaders. Much of what
the writers say applies to rural parishes too.

This is acompact little book of 164 pages plus a
suggested t imetable for congregat ional and d is t r ic t
self-study. The book is full of statistics, graphs and
such —necessary tools in good church planning. The
writers stress that city congregations ought to contact
resource leaders and community agencies for pertinent
community data. The book lists all these. The church
does not exist in avacuum, the writers say; it is in¬
volved in the work ings of the communi ty.

Furthermore, they tell us, city planners are anxious
for the cooperation of churchmen who have aChristian
concern about human welfare instead of the pressures
from real estate speculators and selfish interests that
city planners face so often.

W . R . G a r r e d .

Y o u t h — W h a t I s I t ?

Youth is not entirely atime of life —it is astate
o f m i n d .

It is not wholly amatter of ripe cheeks, red lips
or supple knees.

It is atemper of the will, aquality of the imagina¬
tion, avigor of the emotions, afreshness of the deep
springs of life.

It means atemperamental predominance of courage
over timidity, or an appetite for adventure over love
o f e a s e .

Nobody grows o ld by mere ly l i v ing anumber o f
years. People grow old only by deserting their ideals.

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up interest
w r i n k l e s t h e s o u l .

Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and despair —
these are the long, long years that bow the head and
turn the growing spirit back to dust.

Whatever your years, there is in every being’s heart
the love of wonder, the undaunted challenge of events,
the unfailing child-like appetite for what next, the
joy and the game of life.

You are as young as your faith, as old as your
doubt; as young as your self-confidence, as old as
your fear; as young as your hope, as old as your despair.

In the central place of every heart, there is are¬
cording chamber. As long as it receives messages
of beauty, cheer and courage, so long are you young.

When the wires are all down and your heart is
covered with the snows of pessimism and the ice of
cynicism, then, and then only, are you grown old.

—The Lu the ran D iges t ,

Love, Not Vengeance
If the wrong-doing of men fill thee with indig¬

nation and irresistible pain, so that thou desire even
to take vengeance on the wrong-doers, then above all
things resist that feeling.

Go at once and seek suffering for thyself, as though
thou thyself wert guilty of the wrong-doing. Accept
that suffering, and endure it to the end, and so shall
th ine heart be comforted, and thou wi l t understand
how thou thyself art also guilty: for unto those evil¬
doers thou mightest have let shine thy light, even
like the one sinless man; and thou didst not. If thy
light had shone forth, it would have made clear the
path for others, and the man who sinned would per¬
chance have been saved by thy light.

Or if it be that thou didst show thy light, and
yet see’st not that any are saved thereby; neverthe¬
less stand thou firm, and doubt not the virtue of the
heavenly light. Believe that if they have not been
saved now, they will be saved hereafter: and if they
should never be saved, then their sons will be saved;
for thy light will not die even when thou art dead.

The just man passeth away, but his light remaineth:
and it is after the saviour’s death that men are mostly
saved. Mank ind w i l l re jec t and k i l l the i r p rophets ,
but men love their martyrs and honour those whom
they have done to death. Thou, moreover, art work¬
ing for the whole, and for the future thou labourest.
And look not for any outward reward, since, without
that, thy reward on earth is already great: thine is
the spiritual joy which only the righteous man findeth.

Feodor Dostoevsky in The Brothers Karamazov.
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between his spir i t and the spir i t which many years
later said “Not my will but Thine
market is high these days, and many investments look
rosy, but Jacob is like the cautious investor who wants
agilt-edged sure thing. This is aspirit which is
foreign to Christ’s teaching. To be fair to Jacob, how¬
ever, it must be pointed out that he stood at the be¬
g i n n i n g o f t h e g r e a t t r a d i t i o n w h i c h w e t a k e f o r
granted. He lacked much that we have in the way
of spiritual guidance. We have Moses and Amos and
Isaiah. We have Socrates and Seneca and Spinoza
and Kant. We have the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. It is hardly
being just to expect in Jacob the kind of reaction which
conscience and insight and the understanding of values
ought to find in us.

NEVERTHELESS, IT IS Atrue maxim that you
only get out of something what you put into it, and
that the more you give of yourself to an effort or a
cause or a.project, the more you yourself will receive
from it. It is not “bargaining with God” to recognize
and obey one of the laws of life, and the scriptural
proverb that as you sow so shall you reap is not so
much arequirement as it is arevelation. Ask your
pastor what your congregation could do if you doubled
your budget, and you will have your eyes opened. So
much of our energy and intellectual effort is dissipated
in cutting corners and .saving nickles.

LIFTING OUR SIGHTS alittle, it is also easy to
see this on the level of our synod. Little by little our
synod budget has gone up in the past years, but the
amount has hardly been remarkable in v iew of the
cont inuous ly r i s ing l i v ing cos ts and income leve ls
everywhere. We wonder sometimes what would hap¬
pen if the Synod Board came to the convention with
aproposed budget exactly twice what it was the year
before. Possibly the convention would not accept it,
but the shock effect would do more good than harm,
and i f the Synod Board could show what could be
accompl ished wi th such abudget , who knows?
Miracles of that kind do happen, but never unless they
are tested. There would be afew laymen and pastors
who would doubt the sanity, of the members of the
board, and who are by nature so recalcitrant that we
could expect only resistance from them. But the re¬
mainder might just be willing to listen to reason. And
when the merger comes with i ts enormous financial
requests and requirements, we would be ready psy¬
chologically, not to say spiritually.

IN THIS ISSUE we are presenting two articles on
the other side of the merger question. Arather im¬
pressive fraction of our people have never yet agreed
that the merger is agood thing, and this sizable
minority deserves to have its views presented. The
one article is not written by amember of our synod,
but was submitted at the request of several synod
members who were enthusiastic about the validity of
the viewpoint i t presents. The art icle was written at
their request, following pertinent conversations and
correspondence. We hope it will be widely read and
d i s c u s s e d .

T h e s t o c k

OPINION
A N D

C O M M E N T

T H E L O C A L C O N G R E G AT I O N w h i c h w e s e r v e i s
seriously considering building anew church, and in
the planning of it, we have visited quite anumber of

c h u r c h e s a n d t a l k e d w i t h l e a d e r s i n a n u m b e r o fn e w

L u t h e r a n a n d n o n - L u t h e r a n c o m m u n i t i e s . T h i s i n t e r ¬
esting experience has impressed upon us the difference
in attitude and approach that exists between various
protestant groups. In no area is this more true than
in the general area of Christian stewardship. Some
of these congregations number only 125 families or
so —comparing closely to the average in our synod —
but their budgets are about twice ours. One Methodist
told us that his church’s annual budget of $18,000,
which would take care of current expenses plus in¬
terest and amortizing of the debt, could be met if
each family would contribute $3.75 aweek. He com¬
plained bitterly because afew were only giving half
that, which meant that others had to give much more.
But the point is that they did meet their budget. As
aresult, they had afine, nicely landscaped church and
grounds, agardener who received $80 amonth, an
organist who received $100 amonth, achoir director
who received $75 amonth, and amin is ter who was
paid as much as aplumber ($4 an hour). An intern
assistant was also provided for, plus part-time secre¬
tarial help. The congregation was not large, but it
had large ideas about what it expected of its church.
And so it was willing to pay for it. And it seems true
to say that if church members would all double their
regular contributions, they would receive much more
noticeable blessings from the top extra half of their
gift than they do now from their contribution which
covers only aminimum of expenses. What adifference
it would make in some congregat ions i f they could
afford ahighly trained musical staff, an adequate
maintenance staff, some administrative help in the
form of asecretary, plus aparish worker or an associ¬
ate pastor! Within six months the congregation would
hardly recognize itself. (In some cases, this is pre¬
cisely what they fear!)

MONEY CANNOT ACCOMPLISH everything, of
course. But it is true that so much of the real joy of
achurch is c lose ly t ied to i ts sp i r i t o f sacr ifice. A
mortgaged church which demands much of its mem¬
bers is often more spiritually successful than the sol¬
v e n t c h u r c h w h i c h c a n l i v e o n i n v e s t m e n t s o r e n ¬
d o w m e n t s . . . . N e i t h e r s h o u l d t h e m e m b e r s o f a c h u r c h
give to it so as to be sure to get their money’s worth,
quid pro quo. In the first book of the Bible, Jacob is
seen bargaining with God and saying, in effect (Gen.
28:20-21) that if God will keep him safe and feed him
and clothe him and give him peace, then he will worship
Him. Jacob is making avow, but what acontrast

,WE READ THE other day about ayoung wife who
went to church recently and then began to worry about
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ULCA To Issue Monthly Devoted
T o C h u r c h M u s i c

P h i l a d e l p h i a — ( N L C ) — T h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n
Church in America will publish amonthly religious
music magazine, beginning in January, Dr. H. Torrey
Walker, executive secretary of the Church’s Board
of Publication, announced here.

Dr. Walker said the publication, “The Journal of
Church Mus ic , ’ ’ w i l l be ed i ted and p r in ted in the
ULCA’s publication house here.

The editor of the new magazine wil l be Barbara
Fisher, music editor at the publication house. Anative
of Concord, N. C., she was amusic teacher and choir
director before joining the staff last year. She is a
graduate of Salem College, Winston-Salem, N. C., with
aBachelor of Music degree.

The format of the new journal. Miss Fisher said,
will include church music, articles by music professors

»and composers and features of interest to church choir
directors, organists and pastors.

Miss Fisher said the primary purpose of the journal
will be to help improve music in ULCA congregations.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S Page 13

(lenLiiUed
C o n s i d e r T h e L i l i e s

(Sermon on the Mount as Translated in RSV)
X X I I

4 6

When Jesus says “Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow” (Matthew 6:28), it is the Easter lily
which is apt to come to mind. It was probably amuch
simpler flower to which Jesus referred. Certainly
it was not acultivated hot-house plant. The Greek
word is used of all kinds of wild flowers, and it is
often ident ified with the red anemone.

That humble, short-lived flower, said Jesus, is
better dressed than Solomon ever was: “even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these”
(Matthew 6:29). Jesus does not tell us that the lily is
wiser than Solomon. Fable-makers would have had
the lily deliver an oration upon man’s vanity, but
Jesus never puts natural objects in an unnatural light.

The anemone. He said, has ahandsomer wardrobe
than Solomon. Solomon was asymbol of all that
greatest in the life of the nation; his reign is described
at greater length than that of any other monarch in
the Bible. It was an era of magnificent building. He
spent seven and ahalf years in the building of the
temple, and thirteen years constructing apalace for
himself. It was an era of expanding trade and inter¬
national relations. Commercial contacts with neigh¬
boring nations made his subjects better acquainted
with the world around them. These activities also
gave to Israel aplace among the nations which it had
never previously held.

Solomon also was reputed to be aman of wisdom.
Proverbs and poems were attributed to him, and he
was thought to be amaster of natural theology (see
IKings 4:32-34). The rabbis represented him as the
originator of the science of the Greeks and Romans.
His wisdom, however, was arather worldly wisdom.
It was not what the New Testament means of wisdom
—that true piety which arises from the fear and love
of God. He therefore went in for luxury and extra-

the lavish expenditures of his reign greatly
weakened the nation. He was eager always to make
agreat display and the splendor of his royal robes
was proverbial. Imagine how he must have been
attired at the reception to the Queen of Sheba! But
God is always using “what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise” (I Corinthians 1:27), and those who
follow high fashion still have not learned how to give
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e l i l i e s o f t h e fi e l d .

w a s

The Sparrow
Abird flew through awindow of -our church.
Wide open to admit apassing breeze.
Isaw the f r i gh tened l i t t l e spa r row perch
Upon an organ pipe, but scarce at ease
F o r o n e b r i e f m o m e n t t i l l h e fl e w a r o u n d

From one far corner to another, then
Returned to his first resting place. He found
No welcome door nor window there. But, when
The feathered one grew tired of flying high
In search of freedom, then descending, he
Beheld adoor stand open wide, close by.
And soon our visitor was gone. So we
Find Jesus in our need —the only Door
To everlast ing l i fe on Heaven’s shore!

T h e l m a A l l i n d e r .

v a g a n c e

a r o a s t s h e h a d l e f t i n t h e o v e n . S h e w r o t e a n o t e t o
h e r h u s b a n d w h o w a s a n u s h e r a n d s e n t i t o v e r t o
him by another usher. The latter, thinking the note
was for the pastor, took it to the pulpit where the
pastor was preaching and that worthy gentleman
stopped his sermon long enough to read this astonish¬
ing message: “Please go home and turn off the gas.”
We wonder how many alayman has sat beneath a
pulpit and mentally penned such anote to the pastor
who is still preaching long after he has finished what
he has to say. What is even worse is the predicament
of the pastor who faces his congregation knowing that
inspiration has not touched him during the week and
that he is being presumptuous walking into the pulpit.

-Not many preachers would have the nerve to do what
Heywood Broun once implored them to do occasionally
when they had nothing worthy to offer: to say apolo¬
getically to the congregation, “Not this week. Perhaps
next Sunday, but not today,”

J . C a r t e r S w a i m .

Church School Institute
K I M B A L L T O N , I O W A

O C TO B E R 2 4 - 2 6

Featured speaker will be the
R E V . D O N Z I N G E R

of Grand View Seminary
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T h e C h u r c h ’ s C o n c e r n W i t h

Theological Edncation
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

enrollment such as ours leads naturally
to amore int imate, personal relat ion¬
ship of teacher and student. Education
is development and growth as well as
t h e i m p a r t a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n ; b e ¬
cause of our size it is possible for us
to travel at the pace best suited for
e a c h s t u d e n t . O u r f a c u l t y i s a l s o l i m ¬
i ted in numbers, we are three of us
teaching in the Seminary. That means
t h a t e a c h o f u s m u s t t e a c h a v a r i e t y
o f courses and there na tu ra l l y i s a
m o r e i n t e g r a t e d p r o g r a m w i t h l e s s
competition between the various disci¬
plines than there is in larger schools.
For th is reason there is a lso more pos¬
s i b i l i t y o f d e v e l o p i n g p a s t o r s t h a n
s c h o l a r s .

Our Church is presently moving to¬
w a r d a l a r g e r f e l l o w s h i p w i t h l e s s o f
an e thn ic defin i t i on than i t has a t p res¬
e n t . I t i s n o t m y p u r p o s e h e r e t o
d i s c u s s o r e v a l u a t e t h i s b u t s i m p l y t o
make this observation of an objective
f a c t . O u r S e m i n a r y i s a l s o m o v i n g
toward this new life and the signs are
that within avery few years our young
m e n w i l l s t u d y a t a l a r g e r s c h o o l .
Tha t means tha t t hey w i l l be g i ven
greater resources o f facu l ty, l i b ra ry,
m e t h o d s a n d p r o g r a m , a s w e l l a s
b r o a d e r . c o n t a c t s i n t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l
exper iences. Th is obv ious ly presents
a n o t h e r s e t o f a d v a n t a g e s . A s w e
m o v e t o w a r d a f fi l i a t i o n , b y t h e c i r c u m ¬
s t a n c e s o f h i s t o r y , t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n
advantages inherent in both situations
that the students enrol l ing at present
will have the opportunity to know.

T h e s e a r e e x c i t i n g d a y s f o r o u r
C h u r c h a n d f o r o u r S e m i n a r y. U n t i l
recently, we have talked only in terms
of a ffi l ia t ion wi th a larger school . We
are now a lso par t ic ipants to aser ies
of conversat ions consider ing the for¬
mation of an entirely new school. Four
s e p a r a t e s e m i n a r i e s a r e i n v o l v e d i n
t h e s e d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t l o o k f o r w a r d n o t
t o a s i m p l e m e r g e r o r p o t p o u r r i o f
their separate traditions and programs.
W i t h t h e r e s o u r c e s o f t h e i r v a r y i n g
tradit ions and with the advantages of
the current studies of seminary educa¬
tion, these discussions will project and
seek to design an entirely new school.
S u c h a n a m b i t i o u s u n d e r t a k i n g w i l l
take some years but i t does present
a m o s t r a r e o p p o r t u n i t y. T h e r e a r e
s o m e w h o f e e l t h a t t h i s n e w s c h o o l

w i l l b e a m o n g t h e m o s t s i g n i fi c a n t
fi i ' S t f r u i t s o f t h e n e w L u t h e r a n c h u r c h .
Others have said that there is apos¬
s i b i l i t y h e r e f o r t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
to make its most meaningful contribu¬
t i o n t o s e m i n a r y e d u c a t i o n i n t h e h i s ¬
tory of our land. It should be exciting
fo r a l l o f us t ha t we have apa r t i n
t h i s . T h i s w i l l b e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o
cu l t i va te by des ign the va r i ous ad¬
vantages that the various schools, large
a n d s m a l l , h a v e k n o w n . P a s t o r s w i t h
an appreciation of scholarship-scholars
wi th an in t imate sense of the real i ty
of Christ’s body, the Church; both are

£.ut l te^an

V. S. Jensen

cited appear under the heading “Doc¬
t r i n e . ’ . ’ I t w o u l d s e e m t h a t t h e r e a d e r

of the report wil l be unable to avoid
the impression that these statements
o n d o c t r i n e f a i l n o t a b l y t o r e v e a l j u s t
w h a t t h e d o c t r i n e i s . T h e r e a d e r w o u l d

reasonably be excused for regarding
t h e s e s t a t e m e n t s a s a c o n f u s i o n o f
i d e a s a n d t e r m s . I n s t a t e m e n t s o n

doct r ine , the quest ion, “What is the
W o r d o f G o d ? ’ ’ m u s t b e a n s w e r e d
unequivocal ly. Man must have aWord
o f G o d . F o r C h r i s t i s a s c e n d e d a n d
i s a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d . H e r e
on ear th we now have H im on ly i n
H i s Wo r d a n d t h e S p i r i t t h a t g o e s
w i t h t h e W o r d . F o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e
q u e s t i o n , “ W h a t i s t h e W o r d o f G o d ? ”
i s a l l i m p o r t a n t . A s s t a t e d a b o v e , t h e
C o m m i s s i o n n o w h e r e i n i t s r e p o r t
g i v e s a c l e a r c o n c i s e a n s w e r t o t h i s
q u e s t i o n . I t w o u l d s e e m t h a t t h e n e a r ¬
e s t t h e C o m m i s s i o n c o m e s t o a n s w e r ¬
ing the question is to say that deriva¬
t i v e l y s c r i p t u r e s m a y b e c a l l e d t h e
Wo r d o f G o d . F r o m t h i s i t s e e m s t h e r e
is no other choice than to proceed on
t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e C o m m i s s i o n ’ s
Word of God is scripture. If this as¬
s u m p t i o n i s i n c o r r e c t t h e n t h i s w r i t e r
a s k s t o b e c o r r e c t e d .

We have, then, in our analysis of the
report, arr ived at the inevitable con¬
c l u s i o n t h a t s c r i p t u r e i s t o b e t h e
I ' a s i s f o r t h a t n e w c h u r c h w h i c h t h e
Commission hopes to be instrumental
in building

The Joint Commission for Lutheran
Unity has sent forth its 1958 report.
It gives the impression of being the
work of serious men bent on bringing
Lutherans together. The intent of the
four churches which the Commission
represents is, of course, to further
that unity of believers for which Jesus
prayed the last evening. Let us ex¬
amine and see if this is possible on
the basis set forth by the Commission.

It goes without saying that the basis
for this unity must be the Word of
G o d . I t f o l l o w s q u i t e s i m p l y, t h e n ,
that we must have ad is t inc t de l in ia-
tion of the meaning of this funda¬
men ta l t e rm , t he Word o f God .
must therefore be deplored that no¬
where in the repor t does the Com¬
mission succeed in providing this de-
liniation. The report has better than
two columns on doctrine, but nowhere
are we told directly what the Word of
God is. Nowhere does the Commission
set fo r th aWord that cor responds to
scripture’s description of the Word of
God, namely:

“He spoke, and i t came to be; He
c o m m a n d e d , a n d i t s t o o d f o r t h . ”
( P s a l m s 3 3 : 9 )

I t w i l l b e u s e f u l t o q u o t e b r i e fl y
some of the copious statements of the
Commission on this subject:

“The Word of God is essentially the
Gospel of God concerning His Son.
The t i t le Word o f God’ be longs pr i¬
mar i ly to Chr is t H imsel f —I t app l ies
derivatively to the Christ-centered mes¬
sage of the Old and New Testaments,
as well as to the proclamation of Christ
i n t h e C h u r c h .

“They affirm that the Gospel, trans¬
mitted by the Holy Scriptures —is the
t r u e t r e a s u r e o f t h e C h u r c h — a n d t h e
b a s i s o f i t s u n i t y. ”

P e r u s u a l o f t h e s e s t a t e m e n t s l e a d s
to anumber of questions, and the an¬
swers of the Commission supplied by
the quoted text do not seem to clarify.
An e f f ec t l i ke t he f o l l ow ing i s p ro¬
d u c e d :

W h a t i s t h e G o s p e l ? “ T h e W o r d o f
God is essentially the Gospel.”

W h a t i s t h e W o r d o f G o d ? “ T h e

tit le Word of God’ applies derivatively
to the Christ-centered message of the
O l d a n d N e w T e s t a m e n t s . ”

What , defini te ly, is th is Chr is t -cen-
i e r e d m e s s a g e ? “ T h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s
f u l fi l l t h e i r b a s i c p u r p o s e a s W o r d o f
G o d . ”

Are the Holy Scr ip tures, then, the
Word of God? “The Gospel transmitted
by the Holy Scr ip tures —is the t rue
t r e a s u r e o f t h e C h u r c h a n d t h e b a s i s

of its unity.
T h e s t a t e m e n t s o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n

I t

The re a re t oday so and so many
divisions, “churches,'” sects, in Chris¬
t e n d o m . E a c h o n e d e r i v e s f r o m a d i f ¬
ferent in terpretat ion. To at tempt now
to make scripture the basis for unity
is the same as to make the apple of
con ten t ion the bas is fo r ag reement .
Our Christ ian scriptures are indispen-
s i b l e t o t h e C h u r c h . T h e y a r e “ i n ¬
spired by God and profitable for teach¬
ing, for reproof, for correction and for
t ra in ing i n r i gh teousness .
3 : 1 6 )

( 2 T i m .
I t d o e s n o t s e e m t h a t t h e y

a r e p r o fi t a b l e a s a b a s i s f o r t h e
Church’s uni ty.

We have, then, an at tempt to fur¬
ther uni ty among Lutheran Christ ians
by making scr ip ture which Chr is t ians
from the very first have had difficulty
in unders tand ing (2 Pe te r 3 :16) the
b a s i s f o r u n i t y. W e h a v e a l s o t h e
record of church history that the only
t i m e w h e n t h e r e w a s p e r f e c t u n i t y
among Christ ians was when they had
no Ch r i s t i an sc r i p t u res bu t had t he
Word that bestowed the gifts of bap¬
t i s m . I t w o u l d s e e m t h a t w h e n w e
van t t o f u r t he r un i t y among Ch r i s¬
tians, we should accept that Word as
basis for unity which has the distinc¬
t ion of having been the basis at the
o n l y t i m e w h e n p e r f e c t u n i t y p r e ¬
vailed among Christ ians.

I t
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w a s h e l d a t G r a n d V i e w L u t h e r a n
Church, East 13th and Hull, Thursday,
September 18, with Dr. Ernest D. Niel¬
sen, president of the college, speaking.
W e w e r e a m a z e d t o l e a r n h o w m a n y
of us there are this year —four hun¬
dred and thirty-nine to be exact! We
th r i l l ed as the chu rch fi l l ed qu i ck l y
and reverent ly wi th the faces of our
f e l l o w s t u d e n t s . T h a n k s t o t h e R e v ¬
erend Ruben Spong and the use of his
church, the college will be able to in¬
c l u d e t h e w h o l e s t u d e n t b o d y i n t h e
monthly convocation.

Also new this year is aweekly de¬
votional period' which is held each
Thursday from 11 to 11:30 a. m. Al¬
t h o u g h t h e s e r v i c e i s s t r i c t l y o n a
voluntary basis, the Luther Memorial
C h u r c h w h i c h i s l o c a t e d a c r o s s t h e
street from the college was well filled
on September 25.

As far as activities go, nothing has
changed —only improved. The choir
is beginning to sing; the baseball team
is starting to-swing; and students are
attempting to find time to study. It’s
a l l t h e s a m e — G r a n d V i e w , S w e e t ,
Grand View —what ajoy to be back!

Unt i l next number and more news,
th i s i s V. f r om Grand V iew say ing ,
“So Long.”

October 5, 1958
“ C H U K C H - O F - T H E - M O N T H C L U B ”
L A U N C H E D B Y E L C D E P A B T I V I E N T

M i n n e a p o l i s — A n e w p r o g r a m d e ¬
signed to provide additional funds for
tlie establishment of new congregations
h a s b e e n l a u n c h e d h e r e b y t h e H o m e
Missions Department of The Evangeli¬
c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ( E L C ) .

“ T h e C h u r c h - o f - t h e - M o n t h C l u b ” w i l l
s e e k c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m E L C m e m b e r s
amounting to adollar or more for each
o f a t l e a s t s i x h o m e m i s s i o n c h u r c h e s
each year.

D r . P h i l i p S . D y b v i g h o m e m i s s i o n
d i r e c t o r , e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e p l a n w a s
deve loped by the M iss ion Covenan t
C h u r c h , w h e r e i t h a s b e e n k n o w n a s
" F r o n t i e r F r i e n d s . ”

QoUe/̂
Grand View, Sweet,

G r a n d V i e w
As the golden dye of autumn tints

the leaves of the towering oak trees
here in Des Moines, the Grand View
Campus suddenly blooms with stu¬
dents. In opposition to the old stereo¬
typed thought of “Ugh, back to school
already!” we see smiling faces. Re¬
turning students greet one another
with acheerful “Hi” and “Glad to see
you again!” and contagious laughter
echoes through the “Old Main.”

Right away the “Explorer” students,
d i scove r the new magaz ine read ing
room wh i ch was conve r t ed f r om an
old class room in the basement of the
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g .

“ W o w ! ”
“Sh-h ! ” As tudent engrossed in so-

per’s BASIC PUBLIC SPEAKING, ex¬
c l a i m s .

But who can help admiring such
beaut i fu l shelves and wood working?
Many thanks go to Ole Jorgensen who
d i d i t a l l !

Besides the already familiar faces of
the incoming f reshmen we are soon
meeting the new faculty members:
Miss Ruth Farstrup, Speech and Eng¬
lish instructor; Mrs. Siv Johnson, For¬
eign Language instruction; Mrs. El-
b e r t a B a d y, E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t ;
Mrs. Anna Rasmussen, housemother in
the Gir ls’ Dormitory; Mrs. Barbara H.
Bell, Librarian; and Dr. Reuben Swan¬
son, Religion.

The first, now monthly, convocation
at which student attendance is required

H e s a i d E L C H o m e M i s s i o n s h a s

been able to occupy only one out of
'every three open fields for new congre¬
gations in recent years, due to ashort¬
age o f pas to rs , bu t more espec ia l l y
b e c a u s e o f l a c k o f f u n d s a v a i l a b l e
t h r o u g h t h e E L C b u d g e t .

“ M o r e p a s t o r s a r e o n t h e h o r i z o n
n o w t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , ” D r. D y b v i g
stated, referring to current record en¬
rollment at the ELC’s Luther Theologi¬
ca l Sem ina ry i n S t . Pau l ,
mus t now g i rd ou rse lves to p rov ide
t h e fi n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s t o s e n d t h e m
o u t t o o c c u p y t h e l a n d w i t h t h e G o s ¬
p e l . ”

a n d w e

K I R C H E N T A G M O V E M E N T
S P R E A D S T O S C A N D I N A V I A

H a m b u r g , G e r m a n y — ( N L C ) — T h e
Kirchentag, aphenomenon of German
P r o t e s t a n t i s m s i n c e i t s b i r t h a t E s s e n
in 1950, has crossed the border into
Denmark, and its founder-leader voices
hope that it will soon spread to other
coun t r i es i n Scand inav ia and e l sewhere .

Dr. Re ino ld von Thadden-Tr ieg la f f ,
head of the German Evangel ical lay-
movement , to ld 4 ,000 peop le a t the
first Danish Kirchentag late in August
tha t t he i dea o f ho ld ing amammoth
Church Day ra l l y was no t mere ly a
“ G e r m a n i n v e n t i o n ,

he said, for all Christianity which is
a n x i o u s a b o u t t h e v i t a l i t y o f t h e
C h u r c h .

O n h i s r e t u r n h e r e f r o m t h e r a l l y
at Aarhus, Dr. von Thadden expressed
sat is fact ion that the Ki rchentag idea
has begun to be taken up in Scandi¬
navian countries. He said i t was im¬
portant that the lay Church Day move¬
ment in Germany shou ld deve lop in
ac t i ve re la t ionsh ip w i th i t s coun te r¬
part in the North.

Seeing the Kirchentag as an “espe¬
cially favorable setting” for “blotting
o u t t h e b a d m e m o r i e s o f t h e p a s t ” b e ¬
tween Danes and Germans and rebu i l d¬
ing understanding, good will and con¬
fi d e n c e b e t w e e n t h e m , t h e G e r m a n l a y
leader ha i led the Aarhus ra l l y as a
.significant event and voiced hope that
many Danish Christians would attend
the 1959 German Kirchentag at Munich.

Meanwhile, the Church Day idea has
been spreading downward in Germany
as well as outward beyond her borders.
A n u m b e r o f t e r r i t o r i a l C h u r c h e s h a v e
begun arranging similar rallies in their
o w n a r e a .

O c t o b e r ’ s “ C h u r c h - o f - t h e - M o n t h ” i s ● -

Bethel Lutheran, St. Petersburg, Fla.,
o r g a n i z e d e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r a s t h e fi r s t
E L C c o n g r e g a t i o n i n F l o r i d a . T h e
R e v . E . W . W i l s o n , f o r m e r l y o f R i o ,
Whs., is organizing the new parish of
7 5 m e m b e r s . F u n d s r e c e i v e d f r o m

“C lub ” members du r ing Oc tober w i l l
a id complet ion of the St . Petersburg
p ro jec t , w i th o the r congrega t ions i n
v a r i o u s s t a t e s t o b e n a m e d “ C h u r c h - o f -

the-Month” in succeeding months.
Dr. Dybvig st ressed an urgency to

d e v e l o p n e w c o n g r e g a t i o n s s o a s t o
keep pace wi th Amer ica ’s increas ing
p o p u l a t i o n , n o w g r o w d n g a t a r a t e e x ¬
ceeding that of church membership.

“ T h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f u n c h u r c h e d , ”
h e a d d e d , “ i s i n c r e a s i n g b y f r o m 3 0 0
to 400 aday and has now reached the
.staggering total of almost 70 mil l ion
m e m b e r s . ”

C h u r c h - o f - t h e - M o n t h C l u b ” m e m ¬
bers will be asked to help in the estab-
lishnient of new congregations in three
w a y s ;

1 . To p ray regu la r l y t ha t Amer i ca
may be won for Christ.

2. To give at least adollar for each
of a t l eas t s i x chu rches each year.

3 . To seek to enro l l o thers as Church-
o f - t h e - M o n t h C l u b m e m b e r s .

“As apeople,” Dr. Dybvig concluded,
“we need to pray to the Lord of the
H a r v e s t m o r e f a i t h f u l l y t h a n i n t h e
past that He will send forth laborers
in to H is harves t . Hav ing prayed, we
must provide the wherewithal to send
H i e l a b o r e r s i n t o t h e h a r v e s t . I n t h e
C h u r c h - o f - t h e - M o n t h C l u b w e e n c o u r ¬
age and help one another to do just
t h i s . ”

I t i s a m a t t e r .

needed. This effort begs the concern
a n d i n t e r e s t o f t h e w h o l e C h u r c h .
This is your business, as you love
God with your mind.

I t is a lways easy to be afraud, to
give people what they want and to do
that which wil l sell. The cynical con¬
cept of life is all too evident in much
o f o u r e c o n o m i c l i f e . B u t t h e C h u r c h
does not deal in fraud. The Church is
c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e t r u t h , w i t h t h e
Gospel. Christ calls upon us to deny
the temptation also to allow our theol¬
ogy to be dedicated by that which is
popular. Or should we say that where
He l i ves , t ha t t empta t i on i s den ied .
In many subtle and supposedly pious
w a y s w e o f t e n r o b J e s u s C h r i s t o f
real i ty. We think of Him as speaking
in hushed tones even as he is pictured
a s s o m e g h o s t l i k e c r e a t u r e w i t h a
st range l ight surrounding Him. Jesus
o f N a z a r e t h w a s a m a n , a n d o f a l l
men F le must have been the most s t im¬
u l a t i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l l y. H e l o v e d H i s
F a t h e r w i t h H i s M i n d .

u

A. C. Ki ldegaard.
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Danish Ladies’ Aid Society, Dan-

evang, Texas
St . Stephen’s WMS, Chicago, 111.
St. Stephen’s WMS, Chicago, 111.,

i n m e m o r y o f M r s . J . P. J e n -

del as the new president of .Wagner
College, Staten Island, New York, on
O c t o b e r 1 9 .

L u d i n g t o n , M i c h i g a n . T h e n e w a d d i ¬
t i o n t o B e t h a n y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h h e r e
will be dedicated on October 26, which
w i l l a l s o m a r k t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e 8 0 t h

Anniversary of the congregation.
Wate r loo , Iowa . On Sunday, Sep¬

tember 21, the guest speaker here was
the Rev. Harald Knudsen, of Grayling,
Michigan. Pastor Knudsen’s daughter
i s a ' m e m b e r o f S t . A n s g a r ’ s C h u r c h
h e r e , a n d t h e K n u d s e n s w e r e v a c a t i o n ¬
ing with her. The local minister. Pas¬
tor Richard Sorensen, was in Hampton
a t t h e D i s t r i c t C o n v e n t i o n .

T h e P o r t o N o v o M i s s i o n
Iwish to grateful ly acknowledge the

rece ip t o f the herewi th l is ted dona¬
t i o n s t o t h e A n n e M a r i e P e d e r s e n M e ¬
m o r i a l - C h u r c h f u n d . T h e s u m o f $ 1 0 5
h a s b e e n s e n t o u t a n d d u l y r e c e i v e d
by Miss Chakko and her dedicated
helpers. The new addition to Seva
M a n d i r h a s n o w b e e n fi n i s h e d a n d p u t
i n t o u s e . T h e r e a r e n o w 3 5 0 p u p i l s
i n t h e B a s i c S c h o o l a n d t h e Te a c h e r ’ s
Seminary, and there are 20 teachers
a n d h e l p e r s . A n d i t i s t o m e a j o y
to be able to report that the chapel,
w h i c h h a d s o l o n g b e e n a h o p e f u l
dream only, may soon become areal¬
ity, as areal and beautiful church for
the fund is steadi ly growing. Several
friends in Denmark, who died recently,
had wil led moderately large sums for
t h a t p u r p o s e .

As it is not always possible tq ac¬
quire Christian teachers for the semi¬
nary, it is all the more joyous when
high cast Hindu teachers after serving
a t S e v a M a n d i r a w h i l e a s k t o b e b a p ¬
t i z e d i n t o t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h a n d f e l ¬
lowship, which happened with two of
t h e i r b e s t t e a c h e r s r e c e n t l y. A n d a
shor t t ime prev ious ly severa l o thers
were baptized.

May Iremind those of you who plan
to send Joy Gifts to the children at
Porto Novo for Christmas, or gifts for
t h e M e m o r i a l c h u r c h , t o d o i t s o o n , s o
t h e d o n a t i o n s c a n r e a c h t h e i r d e s t i n a ¬
tion in time for the holidays.
M r s . R a s m i n e A n d r e a s e n , L u c k ,

W i s . , i n m e m o r y o f h e r h u s ¬
band 

A n d r e a s C h r i s t e n s e n , D e s
Moines, Iowa —,

W. N. Hostrup, Des Moines, la. 1.00
Mr. and Mrs. Anders Moller, Sol-

vang, Calif. 
By Johannes Jepseii , 426 43rd

St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

1 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

1 5 . 0 0s e n

M r s . M a r i e K n u d s e n , D e s
Moines, Iowa

M a r i e N i e l s e n , M e t u c h e n , N . J .
Peter Molby, Seattle, Wash.
N a n n a G o o d h o p e , V i b o r g , S . D .
M r . a n d M r s . J e n s J o r g e n s e n ,

T y l e r , M i n n . , i n m e m o r y o f
’Mrs. Christine Nielsen

1 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

T o t a l - $105.00
Nanna Goodhope,

Viborg, S. D. Det ro i t , M ich igan. The Men ’s C lub
here had a"Retreat” recent ly, held at
Gray l i ng , M ich igan , w i th afine tu rn¬
o u t o f t w e n t y - fi v e m e n .

s n n i f j T i i Tr i T i Tr r i D i i i i i n ' i i i T i i r i i i i i fi i r t i i i i i i i i a i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i ,

O V R C H U R C H
3 B u t h t o n , M i n n e s o t a . R u t h t o n w i l l

celebrate Harvest Festival on Sunday,
October 5. Af ter the regular worship
service there wil l be apotluck dinner.
The afternoon program wil l consist of
reports f rom delegates to Synod and
D i s t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n s , a n d t h e fi l m T H E
L O N G S T R I D E .

The Ruthton Ladies’ Aid recently in¬
v i t e d t h e D i a m o n d L a k e L a d i e s ’ A i d
o v e r f o r a p r o g r a m o n r e l i g i o u s a r t .
M r s . N o r m a n P e t e r s e n s h o w e d s l i d e s
o f f a m o u s p a i n t i n g s a n d d i s c u s s e d
t h e m a n d t h e a r t i s t s .

The members are busy painting the
church and repa i r ing the parsonage.

Diamond Lake, Minnesota. Diamond
L a k e w i l l c e l e b r a t e H a r v e s t F e s t i v a l

on Sunday, October 12. Rev. Hara ld
Ibsen, former pastor, wi l l de l iver the
s e r m o n a n d l e c t u r e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n .
A s p e c i a l o f f e r i n g f o r LW A w i l l b e
received. The proposed goal is to give
the entire minimum goal at this serv-

C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s . C o p i e s o f t h e
“Chr i s tmas Can ta ta ” by George Du-
pont-Hansen, are available from Miss
E l l e n A n d e r s e n , 2 7 4 0 N . S p a u l d i n g
Ave . , Ch i cago 47 , 111 . The o r i g ina l t ex t
by tlie late Rev. P. Eriksen has been
t r a n s l a t e d b y M r s . D u p o n t - H a n s e n ,
who is donating any proceeds to Trin¬
i ty Church where Mr. Dupont-Hansen
was organist for so many years. Copies
are 25 cents each, with a10 per cent
d i s c o u n t f o r o r d e r s o f 1 0 o r m o r e .

A s a m p l e c o p y w i l l b e f u r n i s h e d b y
M i s s A n d e r s e n u p o n r e q u e s t .

H a m p t o n , I o w a . S y n o d S e c r e t a r y
W i l l a r d G a r r e d h a s L e t t e r s o f T r a n s f e r
b o o k s a v a i l a b l e a t 2 5 s h e e t s f o r 2 5
c e n t s . T h e a d d r e s s i s s i m p l y R o u t e 2 ,
Hampton, Iowa. H is o ffice no longer
handles the Synod Convention Reports
and Minutes. These may be ordered
from the office of the Synod President,
1232 Pennsylvania Ave., Des Moines
16 , I owa .

C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a , A R e f o r m a t i o n
Ral ly w i l l be he ld here November 2
wi th Dr. Johannes Knudsen o f May-
wood (Ch icago Lu theran Theo log ica l
S e m i n a r y ) a s g u e s t s p e a k e r . A t S t .
P a u l ’ s C h u r c h , t h e C h u r c h W o m e n r e ¬
c e n t l y h a d D r. H a r o l d B e r n h a r d , D i r e c ¬
tor of Religious Activity at Iowa State
Teachers ’ Col lege, as guest lecturer.
T h e B r o t h e r h o o d w i l l h o s t a n a r e a
meet ing on October 15 (7:30 p. m.)
w i t h t he Rev. Dav id B luhm, a l so o f
I. S. T. C., as guest, speaking on “Our
Refo rmat ion Her i tage ,
adul t instruct ion begins here October
26, for six Sundays.

Junct ion C i ty, Oregon. The church
here w i l l beg in hav ing two se rv i ces
e a c h S u n d a y o n O c t o b e r 1 2 , ( 9 a . m .
a n d 1 1 a . m . ) , A m o n t h l y l e c t u r e
series will begin October 19, conducted
b y P a s t o r A . K n u d s e n . P a s t o r C . S .
Ha .s l e has been i nv i t ed t o speak a t t he
F a l l M e e t i n g h e l d i n t h e C a l i f o r n i a
Dis t r ic t annual ly a t Solvang, October
17, 18 and 19.

N e w a r k , N e w J e r s e y . T h e R e v .
T h e o d o r e T h u e s e n w i l l r e p r e s e n t
Grand View Col lege, under appo in t¬
ment by President Ernest Nielsen, at
the inaugurat ion of Dr. Richard Hein-

$ 5 . 0 0

2 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0
i c e .

The every-Sunday envelope offer ing
w a s i n s t i t u t e d l a s t M a r c h . T h e r e s u l t s
i n d i c a t e t h i s i s a g r e a t i m p r o v e m e n t
in g iv ing to the work of the church.
Mrs. J. B. Jorgensen gave two brass
offering plates in memory of her hus¬
b a n d .
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Yes, this so-called controversial per¬
son i s indeed de l igh ted and happ i l y
surpr ised to note that an era of o ld
f a s h i o n e d h y p o c r i c y a n d b i g o t r y i s
going out the window.

I h a v e r e f e r e n c e t o t h e p i c t u r e o f
the Church’s hand across that chasm,
a p p e a r i n g u p o n t h e c o v e r o f L U T H E R -
IN T ID INGS, i ssue o f Sep tember 5 ,
1 9 5 8 .

Tha t wonder fu l g i f t by the Dan ish
Brotherhood Lodge of Davenport, Iowa,
to the cause of Christian brotherhood,
and the Church’s style of recognit ion
will have aprofound effect upon fu¬
t u r e c o o p e r a t i o n i n a l l w o r t h w h i l e
b e n e v o l e n c e s .

B e t t e r l a t e t h a n n e v e r .

Cordial greetings,
B, P. Christensen,
Solvang, Cali fornia.

Member of DB No. 299, Solvang.
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