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Al l Is in Our Father ’s Hands
All is in our Father ’s hands,
Spirit led as love demands.

To the glory of the Father
By His grace we gladly gather
I n t h e n a m e o f C h r i s t o u r L o r d .

Rest, OMan, for Hope is won
Freely given in His Son.

To the glory of the Father '
By His grace we gladly gather
I n t h e n a m e o f C h r i s t o u r L o r d .

Shared w i th H im is L i fe and L igh t ,
Peace and glory, power and might.

To the glory of the Father
By His grace we gladly gather
In the name of Christ, our Lord.

N. F. S. Grimdtvig.
(Translated by Saralice Petersen)
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the American Evangel ical Lutheran Church are
August 9-14. Headquarters will be the new West¬
minster Presbyter ian Church of Water loo. One
of the invited speakers has already been an¬
nounced: Mrs. Ruth Youngdahl Nelson of Wash-
●ington,.^p. C., who will speak under the auspices
of the Women’s Mission Society.

Several nearby AELC churches are volunteer¬
ing do take in guests to aid the Waterloo church,
(St. Ansgar’s, Richard Sorensen, Pastor) in hous¬
ing both guests and delegates. The general chair¬
man of the convent ion ( local arrangements) is
M r. A x e l L a r s e n , w i t h M r. J o h n L u n d a s h i s
a s s i s t a n t .

Bus, railroad'and airline terminals in large cities
fascinating places. All sorts of items and devices

appeal for the waiting traveler’s time and money. There
are, in addition to shops of all kinds, coin machines for
dispensing everything from insurance policies and
postage stamps to coffee and photographs.

One such device, which Isaw recently, is especially
interesting. It is amachine that, when the proper
sum is inserted, will engrave the Lord’s Prayer on a
penny. Asign proclaims the wonders of this feat and
urges the traveler to insert his money and get one
of these pennies so he may carry it as agood luck
c h a r m .

The Lord’s Prayer on apenny as agood luck charm
—the idea is almost too ridiculous, if not blasphemous,
to mer i t f u r the r cons ide ra t ion . Why be concerned
because some misguided “genius” has found away to
cash in on the Lord’s Prayer?

But it may be that there is more to this than a
blasphemous enterprise in abus station. Perhaps this
“genius” has hit upon atruth about our concept of
religion —that it should be as simple as slipping a
coin into aslot and that it should pay off in good luck.

When we speak of religion in general, and prayer in
particular, it is easy to infer, and it is sometimes de¬
liberately implied, that if we pray often enough, if
we are generous enough in our giving and if we display
our religion prominently enough (what an abundance
of t rash, hal lowed by ascr ip ture passage, one can
find in the catalogue of any church publishing house)
God will send us alarge measure of good luck. Who
has not read of tho^e who have attributed their pros¬
perity to their generosity toward the church? Who
has not heard stories of prayers being answered by a
fat check? How easy it is to fall victim to the notion
that “religion pays off.” It is but ashort step from
this to the idea of carrying the Lord’s Prayer on a
penny as agood luck charm.

B u t J e s u s k n o w s o f n o s u c h n o t i o n s . I n a s e n s e
it may be said that no one had worse luck than He.
The Lenten season, which is now upon us, reminds
us that He who went about doing good, who preached
and prayed, who helped and healed and who revealed
God in all He said and did, reaped across on calvary as
His reward. Nor, did Jesus promise what we might
consider good luck. Indeed, He promised quite the
r e v e r s e .

Of course there is ablessing in following the
Master. Of course there is ablessing in the Lord’s
Prayer. But it is hardly the sort of thing we would
call good luck. It has nothing to do with fortune

a r e

or misfortune, with prosperity or adversity, or with
any of the other circumstances in which we may find
ourse lves. I t i s asp i r i tua l b less ing. I t i s ab less ing
of grace and peace from God that enables the spirit
to dare and bear and trust “in spite of dungeon, fire
a n d s w o r d ,

all understanding ”
This blessing does not come to us because we

repeat certain formulas nor yet because we prominent¬
ly display an interest in religion. It certainly does
not come to us because we carry apocket piece en¬
graved with the Lord’s Prayer. The blessing comes
as afree gift of God.

HAwever, the acceptance, the realization of it, in¬
volves aresponse. It involves humility, repentance,
forg iveness and love —th ings that are much more
di fficul t - than putt ing acoin into aslot .

If the gullible want to believe there is good luck
in apocket piece that is their affair. But God’s bless¬
ing does not at tach to tr inkets, no matter how re¬
ligiously inscribed they may be. God’s blessing is
real but it is not to be had at avending machine.

—Cozad Church Paper.

It is “the peace of God, which passes
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A t E a s t e r W e F e e l
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L o w e l l R u s s e l l D i t z e n

“While they communed together and reasoned, Jesus
himself drew near and went with them.”—Luke 24:15

N E O F T H E A M A Z I N G T H I N G S a b o u t t h e
Bible is its capacity to give new truth, no
matter how many times the old story may
have been read. Ihad that experience as I

mused over the story of the road to Emmaus. Its
picture glowed with ameaning Ihad never sensed
b e f o r e .

This is the story: Two of the disciples were going
down from Jerusalem on the road to Emmaus. It was
Sunday, the first day of the week. It must have been
just at dawn. Travelers in that part of the world
always began their journeys as night gave way to day.
The cool of the morning was congenial to walking on
a r o a d .

As they went down over the rocky trail from the
great city, they must have seen more and more of the
lilies beloved by the Master. In the valleys, still
shadowed from the morning light, they saw those
flowers, diademed with the dew of the night. It was
ahushed time. There were not many travelers on the
road. Behind the two disciples were brutal memories
of Friday, the day of the Crucifixion, and then the
memory of the sad and so empty Saturday.

What ahollow time that day Saturday must have
been for all the disciples! The shouting mobs, the
tumult, and the crush of excitement were gone. Each
man lived alone, wrapped in his own stunned, per¬
s o n a l r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e M a s t e r ’ s d e a t h ! N o m o r e
would they see those penetrating eyes. No longer
would they hear the teaching that was graced with
the simplicity of the sky and the strength of the moun¬
tains. How great was their loss! One by one, they
must have been thinking, “With the bottom pulled
out, on what can Istand? Shall Igo back home?
Shall Itake up tax gathering, or fishing, or what-
have-you, once again?”

In such an atmosphere of emptiness, sorrow and
perplexity, two of them were walking down the road
to Emmaus. Although silent for atime, eventually
they began to talk to each other. As they “com¬
muned,” their solitariness merged into atogetherness.
In talking and sharing their hearts, they came closer
t o e a c h o t h e r .

Notice the words, “as they communed and rea¬
soned.” What they said, we do not know. One might
very well have said, “I think the Master, even though
we will never see Him again, would want us to be
brave and helpful especially so now. Remember how
He tried to teach and guide us? He spoke so often
of being brave and selfless when He was with us. He
surely would want us to be that way now.” His com¬
panion might well have replied, “Yes. And this thought

occurred to me. Because we were so close to Him,
we have aspecial responsibility to see that the good¬
ness we knew in Him is passed on to others.” Ithink
it’s logical to assume that there was less despair, less
heaviness of spirit, because of their communing and
reasoning. And the lovely passage adds that, as they
communed together and reasoned, “Jesus Himself drew
n e a r a n d w e n t w i t h t h e m . ”

Here is abeautiful facet to the Easter story. What
is it saying?

The goodness of God, the divine love for man, the
rich truth that was in Christ, this could never stay
shut up in astifling tomb? It’s bound to live forever.
As Jesus sought to draw near to men in His earthly
life. His spirit will do so forever. He rises from any
restricting grave of doubt and despair. Hope will roll
aside the stone, and He will draw near to men who
commune about spiritual things and who reason con¬
structively on any Emmaus road. He wil l draw near
and go with you to the end of time! That is awonder¬
ful truth for an Easter morning. It is one to lay hold
of and take with us for all the days that lie ahead.

See how clearly it dovetails into what is universal
experience for us in our daily lives. When we medi¬
tate and reason about life’s possibilities, we feel the
continual nearness of both the heights and the depths,
the glories and the despairs, the triumphs and the
defeats tha t can be ours .

Abiographer of the Prophet Mohammed wrote of
the early period when his life was being sought. Mo¬
hammed lived in caves, evaded discovery by disguise,
fled hither and yon, and often, the writer went on to
say, his escape turned on astraw. Some rider’s horse
took fright. Astorm, or the indecision of apursuer —
on the turn of such tiny things, Mohammed’s life
saved. Danger and death were ever near.

Is is not so for us? You have heard f r iends of
yours, say, and perhaps you have said it yourself,
“How close Iwas to physical tragedy. That plane
that crashed was one on which Iso easily might have
been apassenger.” Or, “There was ahorrible accident
on the highway, which, except for fortuitous circum¬
s tances m igh t have had me the v i c t im . ” ‘
disease strikes at someone so close to you. You,*your”
self, may have spoken the words many have asked:
“Why wasn’t Ithe one?”

One reason we are so moved by tragedies
in the theater is that we know the closeness of

m

w a s

Crippling

w e s e e

s o r r o w

Dr. Ditzen Is the distinguished minister cf the Reformed
Church in Bronxville, New York.—Editor.
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erected astatue to the memory of the great Phillips
Brooks. It portrays the beloved preacher in the act
of speaking. He is using well his skill. Standing be¬
hind him is the figure of Christ, putting His hand gently
on the shoulder of the preacher. Ibelieve the sculptor
was trying to say, that the experience on the road to
Emmaus, of Jesus’ drawing near and going with man,
i s f o r a l l m e n a n d f o r a l l t i m e .

.Where is your Emmaus Road? For you as awoman,
it is in the home planning menus, keeping buttons
sewn on, holding asick child in your arms in the long
night hours as weariness and fear tear at your energies
and spirit. Home builder and mother, do you at times
wish that there might be some mystic power of God
that could come close to help and heal? The Easter
faith affirms apower for days, and nights like that.
It says Jesus seeks to draw near you, to go with you,
to be with you, in the tedius and troubled hours. His

hand will touch your shoulder there
on your Emmaus road.

A s a m a n , y o u m a y b e i n t h e
hurly-burly of competit ive business
life,.where your nerves are stretched
taut, where important decisions
clamor for action, where the tempo
mounts to adeafening pi tch. Have
you not known times when you wish
for peace and some clear guidance
that you couldn’t find in yourself?
Do not leave out of your experience
the reality of God’s guidance in the
living presence of Christ.

What this Easter truth is trying
to say is that religion is not some¬
thing for ministers to talk about on
aSunday morning. I t is al iv ing,
cleansing, calming power. It is the
spirit of the living Christ, seeking
to be with you, near you, on any
Emmaus road where you are

power to touch your shoulder. In your faith in Him,
and in His living presence, you may find His strength
and calm for any occasion.

How often young people feel that their l i fe is so
insignificant. Have you felt or maybe even said, “I’m
overlooked by the adults in the family. No one really
u n d e r s t a n d s m e o r s e e m s t o b e m u c h c o n c e r n e d f o r

I t i s n o t t r u e .
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and tragedy to our own lives. The burdens that man
on the stage must bear could, so easily, be upon my
own shoulders. But for some hand of restraining in¬
fluence, the brutal act he did might have been done
by me! The fateful corner, the wrong turn which
he took —but for asoft guiding —Imight have taken
that turn, too! One saintly life, looking on adrunk
sprawled in the gutter, put it this way, “There but
for the grace of God am I.” How near, how continually
near, is error and tragedy and sin and despair!

But we know, too, how close beauty is, and good¬
ness, and peace, and love. You may have seen, as I
have, the sett ing sun through the gnar led trees of
Monterey, Cal i fo rn ia . Others o f you have s tood in
awe as the sun threw its robes of glory over simple
farm yards and majestic mountain peaks in Switzer¬
land or, Bavaria. But no sunset has the possibility
of more loveliness than that which paints the sky
o v e r t h e v i l l a g e w h e r e y o u l i v e .

How near is beauty? The l i l ies
of Bermuda can be unappreciated
by the hur r ied tou r i s t , wh i le you
c a n fi n d a l l o f t h e l o v e l i n e s s a n d
w o n d e r o f c r e a t i o n i n t h e fl o w e r
that is on your shoulder, in your
garden, upon the altar of your
church. And your heart’s desire —
what you want most —like the man
w h o s e a r c h e d f o r d i a m o n d s a l l o v e r

the world, only to find that they had
been in his own back yard all the
time —is so close, too!

The Bible, all along its wide and
varied course, is attempting to get
this message through to you and to

For thousands of years, Godm e .

has been trying to send His message
to you. The 22nd Psalm sees plainly,
as do we, that “Trouble is near. ”
B u t t h e n t h a t w r i t e r o f t h e P s a l m a

pleads, “O God, who planted hope in my heart, even
when Iwas in my mother’s womb, be not far from
m e . G o d c a n b e a s c l o s e a s t r o u b l e .

Another beautiful Psalm, the 139th, seeks again to
get the message through that God is near. “Whither
shall Igo from Thy spirit?
heaven, thou art there; if Imake my bed in hell, be¬
hold, thou art there.” God is near. Are you letting
His message become truth for you?

In Easter the message is put in bold-faced letters
w e c a n n o t f a i l t o s e e . I n t h e l i f e o f C h r i s t a n d i n
His living presence, God is trying to say, “Read my
message in Jesus. This is how Iwant to come near
and go with you down the plainest road, leading to
the simplest village, to the humblest homes and hearts.
My spirit in Christ would draw near and go with you.”
Although the dark valleys are near, we can go calmly
into the blackest, for we are not alone. Out of the
depths or on the heights it can be our own voice
speaking, “I wil l fear no evil, for thou art with me.”

Will you take this shining truth, not alone for the
day, but for the year? Christ seeks to draw near to
you and me and go with us in the way that is ours.

At the side of Trinity Church in Boston, tlie citizens

If Iascend up into

m e .

Thropgh the picture of Easter morning your religion
is trying to say, “God has been trying to be near to
you. He seeks to come near in Jesus, who wants to
be with you
your play, in your hopes, and in your dreams of the
fine person He knows you will become. He draws
near. He wants to go with you.

at the side of your desk in school, at

In St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, is acopy of the
familiar painting based on the verse, “Behold, Istand
a t t h e d o o r a n d k n o c k . The door is every man’s -
soul. The Master is at the door knocking. But the
l a t c h i s o n t h e i n s i d e . J e s u s c a n n o t b a t t e r d o w n t h e
door. He cannot turn the knob, for there is no key
on the outside. The only way He can get in is by the
inward opening. And that must be done by you.

Turn the latch! Those disciples began to do it. As
( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )
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J u n i o r
Dr. Jesse P. Rogue

e ?
tant as substance and content. Christian colleges are
free to offer and even require basic education in Chris¬
tian ethics and religious concepts. In student life and
ex t ra -cu r r i cu la r ac t i v i t i es these schoo ls can and shou ld
provide social and recreational programs in harmony
with Christian ethics. Even in athletic programs and
practices on the field of contest and in the bleachers,
Christian colleges can show that good sportsmanship
a n d C h r i s t i a n e t h i c s h a r m o n i z e . I t s h o u l d b e s a i d
that i f the church-re lated col leges and univers i t ies
cannot and do not show the superiority of Christian
attitudes and demonstrate the values of the spirit and
ethics of the Christian way of life, then they have no
legitimate claim for support from the churches and
should not expect to receive it. What we have said
is in no way an unfavorable reflection on public in¬
stitutions. Most of them go as far as they can within
the limitations of legal enactments. People in public
institutions know, however, that they are obliged to
work wi thout some of the f reedoms accorded to church-
related colleges.

It, has- been said many times that achurch-related
college depends in the long run on acollege-related
church. It is my judgment that if the churches wish
to control their colleges, they will have to support
them financially. Ibelieve that consistent and de¬
pendable giving by religious people to education is
the best source of financial stability, just as Ibelieve
tha t l oca l t axes and s ta te a i d a re t he bes t sou rces o f
income for public education.

Afew years ago it was my pleasure to participate
in astate survey of higher education for the Baptists
in one of our southern states. After astudy of a
university, three junior colleges and three secondary
schools, we were obliged to say that there were only
two roads open ahead: one, close some of the schools;
two, increase support and give them what they need
and deserve. The State Convention said, “This is no
time to retreat. We are closing none of our schools.
We shall attempt to double our financial support and
in time aim at an average of $3.00 per year per mem¬
ber.” Results from this position are already in evidence
with one junior college receiving nearly $100,000 a
year, another $60,000, and the university is receiving
about $224,000 in contrast to about $100,000 when our
study was made! This is the outstanding record of
progress of the Baptists in Virginia.

In North Carolina the Baptists are giving annually
nearly $1,000,000 to their institutions of higher learning
directly from the churches. They have seven institu¬
t ions, five of which are junior co l leges. This is an
excel lent record, and i t is reflected in the fact that
the Baptist junior colleges now enroll nearly twice
as many students as any other junior colleges related
t o c h u r c h b o d i e s .

The future of the church-x'elated junior colleges
depends on how well they carry forward essential
Christian education and make themselves worthy of
financial support. It depends on how well they render

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 3 )

HILE PRIVATE colleges tend to draw stu¬
dents from rather wide areas, generally
speaking the smaller church-related junior

colleges serve more largely the approximate areas in
which they are located. There are many places in
which agood junior college can prosper but where
the more expensive senior institution could not exist
except under very unusual circumstances. The cost
of attempting to give wide distribution to senior col¬
leges would be prohibitive.

The first junior college still in existence is Decatur
Baptist College in Texas. It was founded as asenior
institution in 1891. Five years later it was taken over
by its creditors. In 1897 the Baptist General Conven¬
tion of Texas bought the property and established a
two-year college. Since that time it has prospered,
and today it has acampus of 106 acres and buildings
worth in excess of $1,000,000. Other examples could
be given to show how astrong two-year college can
do honest educational work in contrast to poor work
by asenior college located in the same area. During
my term of office with the American Association I
have seen some junior colleges become senior colleges,
fai l in this undertaking, and return to junior status.
Ihave seen others assume senior status without adding
any considerable number to their enrollments. Their
graduating classes have been very small because stu¬
dents continued to leave at the end of the second year
as they did when these schools were junior colleges.

I f t h e r e w e r e v a l i d r e a s o n s f o r C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n
at any time in our history, those reasons are still valid
now, and probably more so. In i t ia l ly, churches
founded schools and colleges so that the children and
youth might have some kind of education. That, how¬
ever was not the principal reason for pioneering in
this field. The founding fathers believed that Christian
schools had something valuable to offer which could
not be given in public institutions. We ai’e today the
inheritors of the founding fathers’ foresight, insight
and sacrifices. The vast majority of our church-related
institutions were established by former generations.
S h a l l w e n o t d o n o w f o r o u r o w n c h i l d r e n a n d t h o s e
of the more immediate generations what our fore¬
fa the rs d id fo r us !

What are some of the unique characteristics of
Christian education? Naturally, the freedom to select
persons of outstanding Christian character and per¬
sonalities is afreedom and obligation of church-related
institutions. The content of courses of study may not
always be essentially different in aChristian college
from similar courses in the publ ic col leges, but the
atmosphere and attitudes in which they are taught can
be essentially different. And attitudes are as impor-

w
\

Dr. Bogue, who died recently, was known throughout the
nation for his distinguished service as Executive Secretary
of the Amer ican Assoc ia t ion o f Jun ior Col leges. The ar t ic le
is printed here in behalf of Grand View College, Des Moines,
I o w a .



Page 6 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S April 5, 1960

I n t h e L a n d

Where the Wind Grows Colder
B a d e n H i c k i u a i i

World Refugee Year Reporter for the
Wo r l d C o u n c i l o f C h i u r c h e s

■ N

Tunis, Tunisia thousands can be found in their gourbis and hill-side
burrows, the smiles of sincere welcome are not vacant
ones. There is no ultimate resignation. Each firmly
believes he will one day go home. And no doubt
h e w i l l .

Meanwhile, the young woman in the semi-darkness
whose household has only two blankets, the old men
and the children, must be kept alive. The problem is
as simple and as dramatic as that.

Two huge humanitarian operations are underway.
The joint forces of the League of Red Cross Societies
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu¬
gees in Tunisia are distributing aminimum of relief
from 37 countryside centers. Basic food, soap and
l i m i t e d m e d i c a l a i d a r e h a n d e d o u t . T h e m i n i m u m
daily individual ration of 1,600 calories has been
reached just in time for the winter.

Blankets, thousands of them, have become the pri¬
ority need. They must be here by the beginning of
January, at least one to aperson, if Tunisia’s shivering
January is not to c la im refugee v ic t ims. I t is f re¬
quently below freezing where they await relief. Ships
and planes are said to be on their way. Will they be
i n t i m e ?

.No longer is it even suggested that the hardened
Algerians might even be able to withstand another
winter without special covering or garments. Four
years ago this might have been the case; after all, some
are normally nomads, even cave-dwellers. Time, how¬
ever, has taken its heavy and inevitable toll. TB
figures are known to be high. Adoctor in one of the
areas uses the medical phrases that “physicial resis¬
tance is down,” the decl ine in heal th s tandards is
“serious but not grave,” and that the situation needs
“ a t t e n t i o n . ”

Emergency milk centers for the children, which
are being set up in more and more areas, spotlight the
situations —and the speedy benefits such action brings.
Ragged youngsters up to the age of 15 travel each
day to the tent milk stations for their mug of liquid
v i t a m i n s . W h i t e - u n i f o r m e d s t a f f a l l o c a t e t h e m i l k t o
h u n d r e d s i n a f e w h o u r s . T h e n t h e c h i l d r e n w a n d e r
b a c k t o t h e i r f a m i l i e s . F e w a t t e n d s c h o o l . W i t h i n
four weeks, it is reported, the children are looking
b e t t e r .

The facts and figures behind the Tunisian refugee
situation are startl ing in their simplicity. As the
wave of North African nationalism suddenly exploded
across the sprawling land of Algeria, almost overnight
refugees flooded neighboring and sympathetic Tunisia.
Others went west to seek asylum in Morocco.

The exodus has continued now for more than five

ILLOWING DUST se t t l es on eyeb rows , ha i r
and ear-rims, crusting like cheap face-powder
wrongly applied and hopelessly out of tone.
There is an unsettling whiff, an oppressive

odor. It is only half-light.
Then, blinking you see the heaving figure of the

young Arab woman, squat t ing otherwise mot ionless
in the corner of the drab dwelling. Her bite-blotched
face turns in achallenge and then gazes back into the
weak glow of the single burning log.

This is agourbis (primitive dwelling); within is a
refugee. The place is awindy Tunisian hillside not
far from the Algerian border. And this is the twen¬
t ie th century.

The picture is not necessarily typical of the plight
of aquarter of amillion men, women and children at
present exi led in Tunisia and Morocco. Not al l are
ill, but neither has every fleeing family found mud,
twigs and clay sufficient to shelter within.

It is instead the picture of one. Study her closely.
Her head now rests on a“pillow” of craggy rock jut¬
ting up from the earth floor.~~Gne sandaled foot bothers
the burning stump; reluctantly it flickers on. She
dozes. Around her gourbis, just about the size of an
average double bed, are the belongings of the seven
residents (four adults, three children). There are
spoons, afew dishes and tattered bags.

She is amother with acold, but this could not be
called ahome. It is asomber futility where days are
brooded away and where the wind outside grows
stronger and colder.

Through the yard-high open doorway again, and
refugees step forward. Some come slowly forward to
greet you from among the trees where they also live.
The men are mostly old, the women thin-faced, and
the many children shy.

It is all so invisible on this border hillside: uncer¬
tainty and frustration. There are sores, scaling skins,
too many children with clothing as flimsy as gossamer,
and an absence of any real purpose.

Here, and amid the gourbis and caves along the
whole Tunisian border, the spiritual degradation that
accompanies immobil i ty and indifference is revealed.
Here are cold, idleness, insecurity, poverty and an alien
environment. The refugees are listless, and it is a
languidness which does not come from past malnu¬
t r i t i o n a l o n e .

I H

Still Hopeful
Yet the Algerian refugee situation is as different

to the European problem as the people themselves.
In the border mountains, scrub and forests where
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You must s tay in the four provinces on the

W e l c o m e , B u t . . . .

I t w a s c l e a r t h a t i f t h e h o m e l e s s a n d h u n g r y
swarmed past Souk el Arba in the north and the
southward areas of Le Kef, Kasserine and Gafsa, the
already insecure economic situation would be further
undermined. Widespread unemployment (about 400,-
000) would shoot s tarwards; land restorat ion ( t ree
planting is anational hobby) would be set back; and
key cities like Tunis (already stifled with apopula¬
tion of about 450,000) would be swamped. The refu¬
gees were given ahandshake but no armchair.

The result has been aneat situation and eventually
ahelpful one so far as normal refugee administration
is concerned. The humani tar ian consequences are
a n o t h e r m a t t e r .

Out across the oasis and vineyards from bustling
Tunis, away on the farside of the famous World War
II battle lands, lie Souk el Arba (with 67,417 refugees),
Le Kef (about 50,000), Kasserine (23,049) and Gafsa
(11,437). Refugees can move from border province to
border province if they wish, but not eastwards past

the military-controlled inland boundary.
Only avery few exceptions for orphans,
students and sponsored refugees have
b e e n a l l o w e d . N o u n a u t h o r i z e d v i s i t o r s
may probe the troubled regions.

T h i s h a s m e a n t f o r o n e u n d e r - d e ¬
veloped sun-drowsy township alone,
Ghardimaou in Souk el Arba, that the
local population of some 40,000 is out¬
numbered by 62,000 refugee guests.

And st i l l the refugees come... .
The first arrivals back in the mid-1950s often came

after preparing for their departure. They brought
animals, personal possessions (extra clothing) and even
art ic les for sa le wi th atouch of Arabian wisdom to
make their expected sojourn more comfortable. They
were short-lived antidotes to homelessness and hunger.

Tunisian governmental relief, operating alongside
the national Red (Cross) Crescent movement, supple¬
mented local hospitality. Tunisians are happy, it seems
to share their poverty. But the problem rapidly out¬
grew the bounds of national aid. The first Red Cross
mission was sent to Tunisia in 1957 by the movement’s
international committee which later in the same un¬
happy year sent asimilar mission to Morocco. At
that time neither country had an internationally-recog¬
nized Red Crescent Society, an important technical
point for receiving outside help.

And l i t t le was known in the outside world about
the growing human drama, the increasing need, of
the homeless and fleeing Algerians. In 1958 both the
T u n i s i a n a n d M o r o c c a n R e d C r e s c e n t S o c i e t i e s w e r e
recognized and admitted as members of the League of
Red Cross Societies. At the end of the same year,
bo th hos t gove rnmen ts a l so t u rned t o t he Un i t ed
Nations General Assembly and asked the world to
supplement the help of the Red Cross. It is arecorded
fact that then, as today, men of international goodwill
stood before the refugees in the mountains, on the
plains and within the scrub and steppe, and declared,
“You are not forgotten.”
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s a i d ; “
b o r d e r .

The flow seems unending, and as in all situa-y e a r s .

tions when men of governments are walking the poli¬
tical t ightrope, statistics vary.

The Tunisian refugee count, based on the actual
number of fleeing Algerians who today sit on host
soil within the border limits, is about 150,000. Morocco
claims it shelters about another 102,000. The combined
total of more than 250,000 men, women and children
is easily 70,000 more than the current total that the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees speaks
and plans by.

D o u b l e C h e c k

While relief teams along the two borders are at¬
tempting to feed and clothe the thousands —they
acknowledge the official ration cards of 250,000, let
i t b e s t r e s s e d

Lindt has himself called for a“full appraisal” of the
conflicting totals. His recently appointed special re¬
presentatives in both lands are now at work. It is
generally expected, certainly in Tunisia, that the higher
version wil l eventually be confirmed.

Tunis iah re l ie f records show that by November,
1957, something like 50,000 had crossed the border: in
November 1958, the figure had risen
to 85,000. The last 12 months of internal
h o s t i l i t i e s h a s i n c r e a s e d t h e t o t a l t o
about 150,000.

About 50 per cent are children under
14; between 30 and 35 per cent are
women, wh i le most o f the remain ing
m e n a r e o l d .

But amidst these facts and figures
wh ich w i l l mature in to h is to ry w i th in
the filing cabinets of Tunis, there is one that all are
agreed upon. It is the point beyond which elaboration
of the simple merely grows obscure. If today’s relief
supplies and help should halt forever tomorrow, there
would be chaos and death on an almost unparallfeled
scale within 14 days.

To understand something of what the one-way flow
of refugees has meant to Tunisia, it is necessary to
first pause and look outwards from the flat roof of
the capital city. Arabian logic must be considered.

Tunisia (pop. between 3,500,000 and 4,000,000; area
about 49,000 sq. mis.) has been an independent Muslim
State since only June, 1956. Until then, it was a
French Protectorate. It is, in many ways, therefore,
afledgling nation, virile yet poor, ambitious yet imma¬
ture, ami l i tant mix ture o f the anc ient and modern.

This land of Arabs, Jews, French, Italian, Maltese
and other Europeans lies half-way between the Straits
of Gibraltar and the Suez Canal and, with Sicily, forms
t h e b a r r i e r b e t w e e n t h e e a s t e r n a n d w e s t e r n M e d i ¬
t e r r a n e a n .

It is asituation which gave Carthage its greatness
and, together with the possession of nearly 900 miles
of coastline, gives modern Tunisia special economic
and po l i t i ca l impor tance. I t i s as ta tus , i t i s ru led,
nothing must be allowed to endanger if national pros¬
perity is to be achieved.

W h e n t h e n a n o t h e r a r m e d d e b a t e o v e r c o l o n i a l i s m
was begun in the land next door, aspiring Tunisia in
the fullness of its own new-found independence gave
ahost’s smile to the refugees. And then promptly

U. N. High Commissioner Auguste R.

O n e L a n d : T h e W o r l d

One People: Mankind
O n e L a w ; L o v e
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in on us as we were cleaning our typewriter keys, try¬
ing to think deep thoughts. Our spirit lifted alittle,
f o r C a r l w i l l o f t e n s t a r t a c h a i n o f i d e a s . B u t h e
started talking about money,

"Pastor, Iwas looking at rny will last night, trying
to dec ide i f $500 i s enough to l eave the c l j u rch when
I d i e . "

OP IN ION
A N D

COMMENT -4 “Sounds generous enough to me. More so than the
man who wanted to leave $500 to the widow of the
U n k n o w n S o l d i e r . ”

“Now let’s not getlo cracking jokes. I’m serious.
Everyone ought to ment ion the church in h is wi l l ,
don’ t you th ink?”

“I guess Ido, Carl —with some reservations. By
and large, Ithink people ought to give money gener¬
ously to the church while they are alive, and not wait
’til they are dead when they are sure they won’t be
using it themselves any more.”

“I see what you mean. But we all have to save up
for our own old age... .With this inflation, the nest
egg Ihave saved up has just about turned into chicken
f e e d . ”

W E C A N N O T R E A L L Y u n d e r s t a n d E a s t e r u n l e s s
we remember what went on during the week before.
We see Christ risen only as we are willing to see Christ
upon His cross. Against dark backgrounds, like in
Rembrandt’s portraits, the brilliancies mean more. Be¬
hind the Star of Bethlehem was the gloomy night and
Herod’s bloody plot. The attempt to slay our Lord
started when He was born; and after His remarkable
life. His enemies finally thought they had succeeded
in putting an end to Him. Over and over, we wonder
how they could have done that to Him. Surely He
would have had adi fferent recept ion at our hands.
The sublimest soul the world had known, we would not
have treated Him so. Yet gui l t for the cross hangs
over us all. Just as He is our contemporary now, so
are we His contemporaries then. We are all involved
in the horror of Good Friday; and we must understand
this if we are to be involved in the glory of Easter
morning. We have little evidence to back up our
c l a i m t h a t H e w o u l d h a v e h a d d i f f e r e n t t r e a t m e n t
among us. Every day we still reject Him. Every day
we cruci fy Him again, we pin His precepts on the
tree, we stab and st ifle His Spir i t , we distrust His
t r u t h . A c r o s s t h e c e n t u r i e s H i s v o i c e s t i l l r e a c h e s u s

“So it goes with all of us, Carl. Still, you ought
to go on saving your money. Someday it might be
v a l u a b l e . ”

“Seriously, pastor, Ihave made good provision for
my wife, and my chi ldren. How much should I leave
t h e c h u r c h ? ”

“Carl, don’t expect me to answer aquestion which
only you can handle. Are you avoiding answering
i t yoursel f?”

“Don’t always answer aquestion by asking me
another, pastor. It throws me off. You pastors are
always doing that. Iwant to give as much as the
average, Iguess. Can you tell me what it should be?”

“No, Carl. People always use their idea of the
‘average’ as akind of ceiling on their gifts. The church
depends on volunteer giving. Idon’t know of any
other organization that does. Asymphony orchesti’a,
for example —if they took up acollection, free-will,
do you suppose all the concert-goers would be mature
enough to give as much as they are required to pay
for aticket? Church giving must come out of amature
sense of responsibility and generosity, nothing else.”

“I see your point, pastor, and you make me alittle
ashamed to bring it up.”
-“I don’t want to see you ashamed, Carl. That’s
not my purpose. Besides, when aman begins to feel
ashamed then he begins to have' less cause for it.
George Bernard Shaw wrote that the more things a
man is ashamed of, the more respectable he is.”

“That’s good, pastor, that’s good —Ilike that.”
“Besides, you’re too young to talk too much about

dy ing . How o ld a re you , Car l? ”
“Wel l , I jus t tu rned 50. ”
“Come now, you’re not that young. Must have

b e e n a U - t u r n . ”

“Right now, I’m feeling pretty old and tired. Guess
I’ll head for home and my easy chair and take anap.”

“Work all finished, Carl?”
“Yep. Right now I’ve got nodding to do.”

but we reject His Word. Would any of us risk Good
Friday to win an Easter Day? Jesus taught brother¬
hood, cherishing no inner hate —how much of it do
we see abroad today?' Jesus taught generosity —● how
much concern do we in our affluent society have for
the needy? Jesus taught inner fellowship with God
—how much time do we take during aday for medi¬
tation and prayer? Jesus finished the Sermon on the
Mount and then said, “Every one that heareth these
words of mine, and doeth them.... ”Ah, yes, in our
own way, we crucify Christ anew each day, and in so
doing we impale our only hope for permanent con¬
t e n t m e n t a n d t h e f u l l e s t s a t i s f a c t i o n s o f l i f e . T h e
resurrection comes only as we, like Peter, confess
t h a t H e i s o u r L o r d a n d C h r i s t . W h e n w e m a k e t h a t
confession, however, then nothing else can matter.
Then fear, doubt, sin, death —all these darknesses
w h i c h t o r m e n t o u r l i f e are brightened by the Easter
hope. Jesus promised to pi’epare “mansions
lease, then, from the cramped quarters of this earthly
life into the spaciousness of ahome with God. Paul
did not hear this promise of Jesus, but it was apromise
for which he was grateful, nevertheless. To his Cor¬
inthian friends, when the shadows gathered around his
own life, he wrote, “If this earthly tent of mine (he
was a ten t -maker ) i s taken down, I sha l l rece ive a
home from God, made by no human hands, eternal in
t h e h e a v e n s .

r e -

The gospel of Resurrection is amost
inspiring and sustaining message, bringing hope of
salvation, forgiveness and wholeness.

Carl, our perennially pessimistic custodian, walked
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MRS. AAGE PAULSEN, EDITOR

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

surely sometimes hear acry of, “But I’m not anatural
b u i l d e r . ”

L u t h e r a n W o m e n

So far reports of subscriptions have been received
from one district, namely District VII.

Evangelical Lutheran Community Church of Hay

Springs, Nebraska, reports asubscription for every
woman member of the church and afew non-member

Agoal we should all strive toward.

S t . P e t e r ’ s One of the most poignant paradoxes in the life
of awoman is that when aman comes to her, he so
often comes to recover his simple humanity, and to
rest from being at his best.' So awoman frequently
has to forego his better side, taking it on trust as a
matter of hearsay, and she accepts his lesser side as
her usual experience of him.. . .Whi le she wishes to
admire him she may lack the knowledge, and perhaps
the intelligence, to understand the side by which he
wins acclaim. She sees his collapse into his home,
accepts his need of collapse, indeed receives him with
every antenna alert, yet she may forego his superiority
with regret. She longs to see his greatness, but has
to meet the c la im o f h is sma l lness .

L a d i e s ’ “ A i d e r s . ^

Reported total of subscriptions—118 in five con¬
gregations.

E . P .

S e l e c t i o n s F r o m ‘ W o m e n a n d S o m e t i m e s

Men’ ”by Florida Scott-Maxwell
(A l f red A . Knop f , I nc . )

Woman has believed in man even when he did not
warrant it, and she has endured the further paradox
that man needed woman’s a id even when he sa id
he was strength and she was weakness She learned
that she is adanger to him because of the weakness
t h a t h e fi n d s i n h i m s e l f w h e n w i t h h e r . H e c o m e s t o
her at his peril, for she can soften him, she can expose
him to his passions, and his childishness, and to all
that is most primitive and most formless in him. She
exposes him to the unconscious, so how natural if she
has been feared for her power over man; feared and
scprned and ruthlessly suppressed, she was then left
to carry both his sins and her own. While he, much
lightened by what he had left with her, went forward
to clarify all those impersonal things in which we
have half our being.

I t can of course be whol ly sat isfy ing to l ive for
others and in others, but it is confusing to disappear.
To be nothing has as marked an effect on thS char¬
acter as to exist A l l w i l l ag ree tha t i n t he pas t
women have known their fullest humanity in relation¬
ship. They have known love, selfishness and even
self-sacrifice. These high virtues were sometimes
ours, and can be called our strength. But our worst
side has also been an aspect of selfishness,. It was
the lack of aself, the lack of apoint of view, the
lack of an integrated ego; all this together creating
an indifference as to definitions, as though they barely
existed or it mattered little when they did. Many
of us having agenius for inaccuracy, women can live
i n w h a t a m o u n t s t o a h a z e o f i n a t t e n t i o n a b o u t a l l t h a t

does not concern an individual person. People are
real to them, but little else. They flow into people,
into many people, and lose themselves there.

Enrich your lives by attendingWomen are very varied, though not so varied per¬
haps, and certainly not so defined as men Perhaps
their chief problem is that though they differ as indi¬
viduals they are all expected to play the same role
of adaptation to men; yet as they differ in themselves
they must also differ greatly in their capacity to adapt
to others. Because they are women they are usually
expected to make ahome, which requires pi’actical
ability and adiscerning heart. Of course many are
bad at it and are condemned accordingly. But if
every man because he was aman had to build his own
home, and continue to build it day after day, we would

F E L L O W S H I P W E E K - E N D

April 22-24

At Camp JSysted, Nebraska

Be inspired through:

Song, Devotions, Lectures and Worship.
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Youth Sunday for May 8. We will conduct the liturgy.
We have also sold some WORLD OF SONG to members
of the congregation.

Ruthton, Minnesota. The LYF here meets monthly.
On fifth Sundays in the month, we participate in a
r o u n d r o b i n w i t h o t h e r c h u r c h e s i n t h e a r e a . R e ¬
cently we shared hostess duties with an ELC group
and about eighty young people attended. We are
planning our Youth Sunday for May 15, at which time
we will assist in the liturgy.

Bray ton, Iowa; Our last meeting was held March 13
at the parsonage. We heard areport of the youth
c a r a v a n w h i c h s e v e n o f o u r m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d . W e
also decided to send four people to the Leadership
Training School in Cedar Falls. Asleigh-ride party
which was planned for March 25th had to be canceled
due to the fact th^t sleighs do not travel too well
i n mud . We a l so d i scussed the Eas te r Sun r i se Se rv i ce
and Breakfast at 6:30 a. m. After our meeting, we
had refreshments and went skating at Exira.

Fredsville, Iowa: On March 13, we had aFastelavns
party to which we invited the LYF of Bethlehem Lu¬
theran Church in Cedar Falls. About 45 LYFers, our
pastor and Friends of Youth attended. The evening’s
activities commenced with “Let’s Get Acquainted”
games. This was followed by acontest between the
boys and girls, each taking several turns hitting their
respective barrels. To the person who administered
the final swing, which sent candy, peanuts, and the
Cat flying, on each side, went aprize and the Cat.
We also enjoyed ashort film starring Abbott and
Costello. Devotions, centered around the observance
of Lent, and lunch followed. The evening was con¬
cluded with social dancing.

y044iU
American Evangelical Luth.

Youth Fe l lowship
E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E I 5 E N

11 0 0 B o y d
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

Greenville Reports
The Greenville, Michigan LYF has been busy plan¬

ning and acting. We’d like to share our method and
plans with you, maybe giving you some ideas.

On March 6, we attended the 7a. m. Mass at the
loca l Roman Catho l i c Church . A f te rwards , we had
break fas t and d i scussed wha t we had seen . Tha t eve¬
ning, we completed the LYF schedule to August which
the officers had set up at their last meeting.

On March 13, we went bowling and had alot of fun.
Two of our Friends of Youth are on the bowling teams
and they helped us out alot.

We have been i nv i t i ng ou r sen io r confi rma t ion
class to our meetings and activities to help them be¬
come involved and integrated into our group by the
time they are confirmed.

Some of the activities we have planned for the
f u t u r e i n c l u d e t h e f o l l o w i n g : A F i l m s t r i p o n Wo r l d
Religions at the church; AHayride and Bar-B-Que at
one of the homes with aneighboring LYF as guests;
a d i s c u s s i o n o n t h e t o p i c : “ O u r R e s p o n s i b i l i t y a s
Church Members” meeting in ahome; aguest speaker.
Miss Minnie TeRonde, Social Worker on the staff of
the Lutheran Social Services of Michigan, telling about
her work with unwed mothers and adoption cases; a
welcome party for the confirmands; horseback riding
at the Double RRanch; An outing to Lake Michigan
and apicnic.

We are also planning to send agood delegation
to the Lake Michigan LYF Summer camp, June 26 to
July 3.

We are anticipating an enjoyable and interesting
five months ahead. Are you planning ahead? ???

One of the immediate things we are planning will
be ahighlight in our whole year. We will assist at
an Early Easter Service for the whole congregation
a n d s e r v e b r e a k f a s t a f t e r w a r d s . T h e s e r v i c e w i l l
begin at 6:30 a. m., with LYFers taking parts of the
service and ushering, etc. We feel this is awonderful
way in which to aid in the celebration of the festival
o f t he Resur rec t i on o f ou r Lo rd .

This is what we’re doing.... What are you doing?

Over the Typewriter
We have had some response to our remarks con¬

cerning the apathy of youth and youth workers. Some
accept i t as someth ing tha t ex is ts and cannot be
changed. Others know that something has to be done
and have started doing it: Pushing! One difficulty
most of'Oun churches face is the competition with
high school activities. We know that high schools
like to provide young people with Smple opportunity
to become “well-rounded” individuals. However, we
are of the opinion that one CANNOT become well-
founded by becoming involved in awhirlwind, which
often happens if we try to do too many things. It
is better if we learn to l imit our activities somewhat
and dq agood job with those. And afurther com¬
ment: the fellowship and activities which we find in
the church are, or can be, much better for us than
many of the things we choose to do in school. If we
do not put the church first, we are denying our
membership in Christ’s Church. We are happy with

Diamond Lake, (Lake Benton) Minnesota: We have., the response of the lowans to this Leadership Train-
about 10 or 12 in our gfoup here. We sold 30 YULE trig School. We hope this is an indication of atrend,
at Christmas time and had aparty during vacation The Cedar Falls meeting had afine turnout,
where we invited guests. We had five squares for Things to look forward to: LTS in Nebraska, Min-
dancing, On March 27, we invited the Augustana nesota and South Dakota; Summer Camps: Northern
Luther League from aneighboring town for afilmstrip. Lights, July 12-18 at Luck, Wisconsin, $16.00; Lake
“Battle on aSmall Planet.” We are planning our Michigan, June 26-July 3in Illinois.

A E L Y F D o i n ’ s
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Beg in n i ng : ANew Se r i es o f A r t i c l es

on the Minneapolis Meeting, Aimed at

Ministers, but Endangering Also Inter¬
ested Laymen Bystanders

April 5, 1960

ATreasure H idden —
Yet Avai lable

The 1957 Lutheran World Federation Theses

about the basic questions of our faith would be a
privilege for any one of us. But here we have the
best thought, not of one or two, but of hundreds of
the leaders of nearly all the Lutheran churches of the
world —sifted and stated in language clear and strong

*^for all to understand.

B e r n h a r d C h r i s t e n s e n

President, Augsburg College

I

rr^HE RAISING of abanner is often an event of 2. The whole series of statements is presented in
Ifar-reaching significance. And not only when the setting of our own day. It is not arehash of

it takes place in asetting that outstandingly ̂ \d theological phrases. The paragraphs are fresh,● ^ +V.O o f t h o r o u g h l y c o n t e m p o r a r y i n e x p r e s s i o n , m o s t o f t h e minemorializes human courage, such as raismg of the Revised Standard Version is
the stars and stripes on Iwo Jima, or Koala Amuna-' ^^ ,, , , , , „Ln’s planting of the flag of Norway at the South Pole, to the King James, these satements are to some ofAgain and afain in the life of men the unfurling of athe basic theolopcal formulations of centuries goneflag gives expression to the presence of convictions by -God’s truth in the language of today,
and loyalties that unfailingly mold human history
and destiny.

The- publications of astatement of religious faith
is like the raising of aflag. It is aunited declaration
of loyalty, binding together those who proclaim it and
announcing to their fellow men the convictions for
which they take their stand. It both marks acrystal¬
lization of conviction and is asummons to united de¬
v o t i o n t o a s a c r e d c a u s e .

The course of the Cjiristian Church through the
ages is marked by many such important mileposts of
confessional statement. The Nicene Creed, the Augs¬
burg Confession, the Thirty-Nine Articles, the West¬
minster Confession —each of these is abanner raised,
atestimony given, asummons to united faith in action.
They are great historic declarations by responsible
Christian bodies, arid the respective Churches are
proud to march under their authority and inspiration.

Another such spiritual banner, too little heralded
but yet of far-reaching importance for the Church,

raised at the Lutheran World Federation Assembly
in Minneapolis in 1957 in the form of 51 Theses dealing
with the central problems of Christian faith in today’s
world. Together these theses constitute amemorable
declaration of dynamic faith, asign and symbol under
which Lutheran Christians may well be proud to live
and serve and give their witness to the world.

3. At the same time the Theses clearly build upon
the historic Christian creeds. They set forth no new
Gospel, no mutilated Faith, but the full-orbed truth
by which the Church of the Ages has lived and died.
A n d t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e s e o l d e r c r e e d a l f o r m u l a t i o n s
to the basic revelation in the Bible is clearly recog¬
nized and stated! “They (the Lutheran Confessions)
cont inue to d i rec t us in our unders tand ing o f the
Scriptures consistent with the apostolic tradition.” As
we read, we are reminded again of the words of a
great Lutheran teacher, “The creeds do not bind us;
they set us free.”

4. Yet the Minneapolis Theses make no pretense
of being acomplete statement. They are aliving
seed rather than afinal f ramework. They open win¬
d o w s r a t h e r t h a n b u i l d w a l l s . G r a p p l i n g w i t h t h e
complex and tragic issues of our own time, and illumi¬
nating these with the light of the Everlasting Gospel,
they present achallenge to future world-gatherings,
to churches and to groups of theological teachers, to
build further in critical and creative Christian thought.
They recognize that “new light is ever breaking forth”
under the discipline of the Word and the Spirit.

5. Finally, the Theses are so formed as to con¬
stitute, both for the individual Christian, the congre¬
gations, and the various Lutheran churches, achal¬
lenge to dedication and action. They herald acause
to be defended and advanced, avision to be realized,
at every level of the Church’s life. For the Gospel
is not amat ter o f word only, but o f power. Right ly
the Theses were “received,” not adopted, by the As¬
sembly, and passed on to the Lutheran Churches; the
real “adoption” must be an adoption in the living
sphere of faith —in the heart of the individual and in
the fellowship of the congregations. In the Minne-

1. First, and basic to their far-reaching importance, apolis Theses the Lutheran Christian has apriceless
the Minneapolis Theses are the product of consecrated, gift concerning which he can say, proudly yet humbly:
united thought by achosen group of today’s outstand- “This is what my Church believes; this is the ancient
ing Lutheran leaders. To sit down with even one or truth applied to the problems of the individual and
two such men for some hours, speaking with them society as these exist today; this is the mighty cause

w a s

I I

Let us briefly point to some. of the most notable
marks of this “Christian banner,” qualities which sure¬
ly make the Theses worthy of earnest study and dis¬
cussion by both the pastors and the laity of the whole
C h u r c h .
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in today’s world for which Ican give my life
which 1wi l l g ive my l i fe!”

f o r Pastor Moller Itinerary
Pastor Erik Moller, of Danevang, Texas, wil l visit

the congregations of District Seven during April. Pas¬
tor Mol ler is amember of the JCLU and wi l l speak
about the coming merger among synods.

His schedu le o f v is i t s fo l lows :

I I I

Such arededication on the part of the individual
believer can only come as aresult of apersonal ex¬
perience of the liberating power of the Gospel, an
experience of the meaning of Christian freedom for
me in this day and time. It is wholly fitting, there¬
fore, that the first and basic section of the Minneapolis
statement should deal with this problem of spiritual
f r e e d o m .

Notwithstanding the many variations in which the
question has presented itself, freedom has been man’s
central problem in every age —intellectual freedom,
political freedom, social and economic freedom, and
basic to all, spiritual freedom. Yet perhaps never in
the history of the world has the meaning and impor¬
tance of freedom for man been so much prized and
discussed, and struggled for, as today. How can man
really become free? And how can his true freedom
be preserved? No question is more important than
this to be answered by the Church which professes
to have the true Gospel of liberation for mankind.

And so it is to this question that the first section
of the Minneapolis Theses gives clear and ringing
answer, from the viewpoint of the Christian under¬
standing of man and the world:

“We "praise God the Creator, the fountain of al l
l i f e . . . . w h o i n J e s u s C h r i s t h a s c o m e t o s e t u s f r e e . . . .

Man is formed by God for freedom...; and he is bound
within the l imitations of his broken humanity.... Man
i s n o t a b l e t o r e s t o r e h i s l i f e i n r e l a t i o n t o G o d . . . .

The liberation which God once for all accomplished
in the incarnation, life, death, resurrection and exalta¬
tion of Jesus Christ, He bestows and makes effective
even now and forever... .Faith begins with what God
does; it is trust that God will accomplish what He
promises Yet the freedom which we have in Christ
is actual, for it is GIVEN —‘Where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom’.”

Apri l 20—Denmark, Kansas

Apri l 21—Cordova, Nebraska

Apri l 23—Nysted, Nebraska

April 24—^Rosenborg, Nebraska

Apri l 25—Marquette, Nebraska

April 26-28—Des Moines, Iowa (Pastors’ Institute)

April 29—Cozad, Nebraska

May 1—Brush, Colorado

May 2—Hay Springs, Nebraska

May 4—Omaha, Nebraska

The congregation of Davey, Nebraska, has been in¬
vited to attend the meeting in nearby Cordova, on
Apr i l 21. The Nysted v is i t of Pastor Mol ler wi l l be
in connection with the Nebraska “Fellowship Week¬
e n d . ”

L a s t C a l l t o P a s t o r s ’ I n s t i t u t e

P a s t o r s ’ I n s t i t u t e w i l l b e h e l d i n D e s M o i n e s
(Luther Memorial Church) April 26-28. In a
letter to all pastors. Dean Kildegaard writes,
“With the seminary in its last year at Des Moines,
this may be the last Pastors’ Institute as we have
known these That particular experience which
we have known and valued in our Pastors’ In¬
stitute seems to be drawing to aclose.”

An outstanding program has been arranged
again this year. On the slate of guest speakers
a r e :

Here is the message of true freedom, with hope for
a l l m a n k i n d amessage concern ing the f reedom
wrought by the Spirit of God from within the heart of

This is the basic theme of the Minneapolism a n .

Theses, which is then, in the following sections, ap¬
plied to the various phases of the Church’s life, within
its own fellowship and in the contemporary world.

Ours is atime when the battle for freedom, the
b o t h m a n ’s o u t w a r d l i f e a n d h i s i n ¬

ward heart and soul —is being waged on athousand
f r o n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . I t i s i n s u c h a t i m e
that the Church lifts up her voice to state again what
are the deepest issues concerned in the struggle for
human l iber ty. R ich indeed is the Church which is
privileged to have given to it adynamic and thorough¬
ly contemporary statement of the Gospel of freedom
in Christ, with all its rich and manifold implications,
challenging all of her congregations and each of her
sons and daughters, to make that statement their own
—in living faith, in bold confession, in dedicated serv¬
ice ! Fo r tuna te i ndeed a re we —“ fo r we have th i s
t r e a s u r e . ”

b a t t l e f o r m e n

I Dr. Arnold Flaten, head of the art de-ipartment of St. Olaf College, authority on
I “arts and the Gospel.”
I Dr. Walter Leibrecht, Director of Ecu-
I menical Institute of Evanston, Illinois.
I Dr. Martin Marty, associate editor on
I Christian Century.
I Ministers are urged to attend this Institute,Ialmost at all cost. Congregations are urged to
Ihelp with the costs wherever possible.
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In Other Synods
get underway at 11 a. m., Friday, April 22.

The call to order by Chairman Larsen
and prayer by Chaplain Lawrence S. Price
wi l l be fo l lowed by adopt ion o f the
agenda, report of acredentials committee,
and appointment of convention commit¬
t e e s .

The presidents of the uni t ing bodies —
D r. F r e d r i k A . S c h i o t z o f t h e E L C , D r.
Henry F. Schuh of the ALC and Dr. Lar¬
sen o f the UELC —wi l l then cer t i f y tha t
their respective Churches have complied
with -all merger requirements and are
ready to enter into organic union with the
o t h e r s .

At th is point , the presidents as “a v is¬
ib le s ign and w i tness o f th is new un i ty ”
wi l t jo in hands in asymbol ic ceremony of
un i t ing the three Churches. In aser ies o f
pet i t ions, the chaplain wi l l pray for God’s
b less ing on the un ion, the assembly wi l l
un i te i n the Lo rd ’s P raye r and then w i l l
sing Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress is Our
G o d . ”

Next on the agenda will be the adoption
o f t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a n d b y - l a w s , n i n e
amendments to the by- laws, and the
ar t i c les o f incorpora t ion o f the new
C h u r c h , f o l l o w e d b y a f fi r m a t i o n o f t h e
a r t i c l e s o f u n i o n . T h e A L C w i l l b e i n ¬
corporated under the statutes of Minnesota
and wi l l have i ts nat ional headquarters in
Minneapol is.

D r . L a r s e n w i l l t h e n a t t e s t t h a t h e h a s

received from the three presidents the
required certifications of congregations,
c lergy ros ters , assets and l iab i l i t ies , and
financ ia l commi tments o f the un i t ing
C h u r c h e s .

T h e fi r s t s e s s i o n w i l l c o n c l u d e w i t h t h e
election of president.

Abudget of $18,102,254 for the new
Chui'ch’s first year of operation will be
recommended for approval to the third
bus iness sess ion , se t f o r 8 :30 a . m . on
S a t u r d a y, A p r i l 2 3 . T h e t o t a l i s a b o u t
$2,250,000 higher than this year’s consoli¬
dated budgets of the uniting Churches, but
includes $2,000,000 to be sought in aspe¬
cial “Year of Jubilee” appeal to provide
e x t r a f u n d s f o r m i s s i o n s , e d u c a t i o n a n d
w e l f a r e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e n e w C h u r c h .

The f ou r th and fina l bus iness sess ion ,
at 2p. m. on Saturday, April 23, will con¬
sider resolutions applying for membership
in the National Lutheran Counci l , the
Canad ian Lu theran Counc i l , the Lu theran
W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n a n d t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l
o f Churches , w i th wh ich a l l th ree bod ies
a r e n o w a f fi l i a t e d . D e l e g a t e s w i l l e l e c t
1 5 c o u n c i l l o r s t o r e p r e s e n t t h e A L C i n
t h e N L C .

the ran Church i n Amer i ca , and Dr. Ma l -
vin Lundeen, president of the Augustana
Lutheran Church, will participate in the
70th anniversary convent ion of the Suomi
Synod.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n , w h i c h w i l l t a k e p l a c e
here June 26-29, wi l l feature anumber of
s p e c i a l e v e n t s , i n c l u d i n g a p a g e a n t o n
the h is tory of the Synod and afest iva l of
s a c r e d m u s i c .

M e m b e r s o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n c o m m i t t e e

in session here, heard progress reports
o n t h e c o n v e n t i o n p r o g r a m . I n a d d i t i o n ,
they approved aconvention pin and anni¬
versary bulletin featuring the sjunbol and
theme of the 70th anniversary gathering,
“ C h r i s t O u r S u r e F o u n d a t i o n .

S t e p s w e r e a l s o t a k e n b y t h e g r o u p
to pub l ish spec ia l ann iversary ed i t ions o f
“ T h e L u t h e r a n C o u n s e l o r ” a n d “ A m e r i -
kan Suometar, ” o ffic ia l pe r iod ica ls o f the
Suomi Synod.

Organized by Finnish Lutherans in 1890,
the Suomi Synod, or Finnish Evangelical
Lutheran Church, has amembership of
some 36,000 persons.

The Church is presently engaged in
m e r g e r c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h t h e U n i t e d ,
Augustana, and American Evangel ical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h e s w h i c h w i l l f o r m a n e w
b o d y t o b e k n o w n a s t h e L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a .

Archbishop I lmar i Salomies became pr i¬
m a t e o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f F i n l a n d
i n 1 9 5 1 .

M E R G E R B A N Q U E T T O H E A R
S T A T E D E P A R T M E N T O F F I C I A L

Minneapolis—(NLC)—A veteran official
of the U. S. Department of State wi l l be
a f e a t u r e d p a r t i c i p a n t i n t h e c o n s t i t u t i n g
c o n v e n t i o n o f T h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
Church here, Apri l 22-24.

S p e a k i n g o n f o r e i g n a f f a i r s w i l l b e
Harry W. Seamans of Washington, D. C.,
senior organizat ional l ia ison officer in the
State Department’s Office of Public Serv¬
i c e s .

M r . S e a m a n s m a i n t a i n s c l o s e r e l a t i o n s

w i th re l ig ious and o ther na t iona l o rgan i¬
zations and has ●been present as an ob¬
s e r v e r a t n u m e r o u s L u t h e r a n c o n v e n t i o n s

and meetings during the 14 years he has
fi l l e d t h i s p o s t . H e i s p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n ¬
s ib le for prov id ing in format ion and in ter¬
p r e t a t i o n o f U . S . f o r e i g n p o l i c y t o t h e
groups wi th which he works and re lay ing
the i r a t t i tudes on fo re ign a f fa i rs back to
the State Department.

Mr. Seamans wil l address abanquet
which will be one of the special events
s c h e d u l e d t o c e l e b r a t e t h e t h r e e - w a y
merger o f the Evange l ica l , Amer ican and
United Evangel ical Lutheran Churches in¬
to anew denominat ion of 2,250,000 mem¬
b e r s .

F O U R B U S I N E S S S E S S I O N S S E T

F O R M E R G E R I N T O T H E A L C

Minneapol is—(NLC)—Four business ses¬
s ions w i l l be devo ted to o rgan i za t i on o f
T h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h w h e n t h e
new denomina t ion o f 2 ,250 ,000 members
is established here, Apri l 22-24.

The const i tut ing convent ion’s first act ion
will be the adoption of an agenda prepared
b y t h e J o i n t U n i o n C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e
t h r e e - w a y m e r g e r o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l ,
Amer ican and Uni ted Evangel ica l Lu ther¬
an Chu rches . Pa r t i c i pa t i ng w i l l be 1 ,000
delegates, half laymen and half clergy.
Of these, 511 will represent the ELC, 460
t h e A L C a n d 2 9 t h e U E L C .

The uniting Churches will wind up their
separate affairs in closing conventions
here, April 19-21. Each body will adopt
final resolutions on union, provide for the
t r a n s f e r o f i t s n o r m a l f u n c t i o n s t o t h e n e w
Church by the end of this year, and take
steps to continue its corporation as alegal
ent i ty.

Presiding officer at the constituting con¬
v e n t i o n w i l l b e D r . W i l l i a m L a r s e n o f
Blair, Nebraska. Dr. Larsen is president
of the UELC, which initiated the merger
negotiations between the three church
bodies adecade ago, and also chairman
o f t h e J o i n t U n i o n C o m m i t t e e .

Following aHoly Communion service at
Central Lutheran church, and athree¬
pronged processional of the synodical dele¬
gations to the nearby Minneapolis Audi¬
torium, the opening business session will

Why the Junior College ?
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 5 )

s e r v i c e s t o t h e c a u s e f o r w h i c h t h e
c h u r c h e s s t a n d a n d t o t h e c h u r c h e s t h e m ¬

s e l v e s . I t d e p e n d s o n t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s
a n d a c t i v i t i e s t o i n f o r m t h e p u b l i c , a n d
espec ia l l y t he i r cons t i t uen ts , abou t t he i r
un ique p lace in h igher educa t ion . I t de¬
pends on t he i r qua l i t y o f t each ing —the
m o s t i m p o r t a n t f u n c t i o n w h i c h t h e t w o -
year col leges can perform. I t depends on
their courage to experiment in curricu-
lums, teaching methods, student personnel
p rac t i ces , and admin is t ra t i ve p rocedures .
Their future depends on how well they
r e a c h o u t i n t o t h e i r o w n i m m e d i a t e c o m ¬

munities and give services needed in edu¬
cation that are not being met. And it
depends on the willingness of church peo¬
ple to give their schools what they need
and deserve , and th is , too , i s aChr is t ian
v i r t u e .

(High School students from homes
b e l o n g i n g t o c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e
A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h a r e a s s u r e d o f a d m i s s i o n .
H o w e v e r , w e d o r e c o m m e n d e a r l y
application. Synod students receive a
tuition reduction of $50 per semester.
Scholarships and other financial aids
are available. Attend the college of
your church. Write today to Office of
Admiss ions, Grand View Col lege, Des
Moines 16, Iowa.)

S U O M I T O O B S E R V E 7 0 T H
A N N I V E R S A R Y O F F O U N D I N G

’Virginia, Minn.—(NLC)—Archbishop Il¬
m a r i S a l o m i e s o f F i n l a n d , D r . F r a n k l i n
C lark Fry, p res ident o f the Lutheran
Wo r l d F e d e r a t i o n a n d o f t h e U n i t e d L u -
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The Church in the News
cil and pres ident o f Lu theran Wor ld Re¬
l i e f .

o f the Congress wh ich a re charged w i th
the oversight of government operations.”

The s ta tement was made fo l lowing re¬
ceipt of an invitation from Committee
chairman Rep. Francis D. Walter, to the
NCC to dispute the allegation of Commu¬
nist influence in the churches published
in an Air Force training manual. Now
withdrawn, the manual charged that Com¬
m u n i s t s h a v e i n fi l t r a t e d b o t h t h e c h u r c h e s
and cer ta in educat iona l ins t i tu t ions . (See
E P S N o s . 8 a n d 9 )

S i x N C C l e a d e r s h a d e a r l i e r s e n t a t e l e ¬

gram to Rep. Walter demanding that he
retract statements supporting the charges.

Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, NCC president,
said the organization’s leaders are “de¬
t e r m i n e d t o f o l l o w t h r o u g h o n a l l - t h e
i s s u e s t h a t h a v e b e e n r a i s e d ” a n d t h a t “ i f
necessary” they may carry the contro¬
v e r s y t o P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r. H e
a f fi r m e d t h a t h e w o u l d b e “ g l a d t o c o ¬
operate with any agency of the govern¬
ment that is s incerdy try ing to get at the
truth of the allegations.

M e a n w h i l e l a s t w e e k t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l
statements condemning the controversial
pamphlet and support ing the National
C o u n c i l .

T h e s e i n c l u d e d :
Aresolut ion adoped by the General

Council of the United Presbyterian Church
in the USA in which it sharply denounced
t h e “ f a l s e a c c u s a t i o n s o f C o m m u n i s t i n ¬
fl u e n c e ” i n t h e c h u r c h e s a n d d e m a n d e d
that the Air Force not reissue the charges
“ in any shape o r manner.

A R O M A N C A T H O L I C F O R

U . S . P R E S I D E N T ?
Aspec ia l commi t tee , i nc lud ing the Rev.

John R. Steinhaus, pastor of Hollywood
Lutheran Church; the Rev. Char les Smith,
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,
Huntington Park, Calif.; Dr. Arthur Wolf,
d i r e c t o r o f m u s i c a t F i r s t L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , G l e n d a l e , C a l i f . , a n d F r a n c i s
G r e e n , d i r e c t o r o f m u s i c a t H o l l y w o o d
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , i s o r g a n i z i n g a m a s s
Lu the ran cho i r t o s i ng a t U ie Ho l l ywood
B o w l s e r v i c e .

( N e w Yo r k ) — A p r o m i n e n t U . S . P r o t ¬
estant theologian has suggested that there
may be amoral basis for the election of
aRoman Cathol ic to the presidency of the
U n i t e d S t a t e s .

D e a n J o h n C . B e n n e t t o f U n i o n T h e o ¬

logical Seminary. New York, in an edi¬
t o r i a l i n t h e M a r c h 7 i s s u e o f C H R I S T I A N ¬
I T Y A N D C R I S I S , a b i - w e e k l y C h r i s t i a n
journa l , dec lares that aCatho l ic pres ident
w e l l i n s t r u c t e d i n h i s C h u r c h ’ s m o r a l
teaching “would have certain assets.”

If he “is of an essentially liberal spirit he
may absorb the best in the real humanism
of Cathol ic thought,” Dean Bennett writes.
“A Catholic president might have abetter
perspective on the issue of social justice
t h a n m a n y P r o t e s t a n t s . H e m i g h t b e
guided by the ethical inhibitions present
in Catholic views of the just war so as to
r e s i s t t h e t e m p t a t i o n t o m a k e m i l i t a r y
n e c e s s i t y p a r a m o u n t i n a l l m a t t e r s o f
nat ional s t rategy.

“ H e m i g h t h a v e a w i s e r a n d m o r e
seasoned understanding of the claims of
the person in relation to the community
than many aone-sided Protestant indi¬
v i d u a l i s t .

A n o t e w i t h t h e e d i t o r i a l s t a t e s t h a t i t
was printed to help “clear the air” insofar
as genera l pr inc ip les at s take were con¬
cerned , and “ i s no t i n tended to i nd i ca te
support for any candidate.

Dean Bennett ’s posi t ion is d i rect ly con¬
trary to that put forward by most other
U. S. Protestant journals which have ex¬
pressed an opinion on the issue. Recently
C H R I S T I A N I T Y T O D AY, a n o n - d e n o m i n a -
tional Protestant magazine, said it is “per¬
fec t l y ra t iona l ” fo r Pro tes tan ts to oppose
t h e e l e c t i o n o f a R o m a n C a t h o l i c f o r

president because we believe “that the
i n t e r e s t s o f t h e n a t i o n a r e s a f e r i n t h e
h a n d s o f o n e w h o d o e s n o t c o n f e s s a l l e ¬
giance to aforeign earthly power.

The LUTHERAN, apublication of the
Un i ted Lu theran Church in Amer ica , sa id
t h a t i f a R o m a n C a t h o l i c w e r e e l e c t e d ,
the religious debate would “follow him
i n t o t h e W h i t e H o u s e ” a n d h e w o u l d “ b e

subjected to restrictions imposed by the
C h u r c h .

A N G L I C A N G R O U P W A R N S O F D R I F T
T O W A R D S R C P R A C T I C E S

E i g h t h u n d r e d c l e r g y m e n
belonging to the evangelical wing of the
Church of England (Anglican) have signed
a p r o t e s t a g a i n s t a n a l l e g e d m o v e m e n t
i n t h e C h u r c h t o w a r d s R o m a n C a t h o l i c
pract ices.

The protest, which has been sent to the
Archbishops of Canterbury and New York,
warned that the adoption of such prac¬
tices would mean the loss of “the benefits
to religion gained at the Reformation.

It is said that it is to be “regretted”
that through revision of the canons, there
seems to be amove to impose upon the
Church “that very form of religion which
had d r i ven so many to o the r denomina¬
tions or to cease worshipping altogether.

The protest appealed for areturn to the
simplicity of worship and Scriptural doc¬
t r i n e w h i c h i t s a i d h a s b e e n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
of the Anglican Church since the Refor¬
ma t i on . A th ree -pa r t r ecommenda t i on
urged that the use of vestments cease
because “ they are inevitably asso¬
ciated in the minds of ordinary fo lks wi th
t h e R o m a n m a s s — ” ; t h a t r e v i s i o n s o f
t h e c a n o n s f o r t h e C h u r c h s h a l l n o t f o r c e
con t rove rs i a l i s sues upon t he Chu rch a t
the cost of al ienating those no longer in¬
side the Church; and that the Bible again
be established “as the final and supreme
author i ty in a l l mat ters of fa i th and doc¬
t r i n e . ”

(London)

i f

i f

i f
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Amessage sent by Archbishop lakovos
of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of Nor th and South Amer ica,
to Air Force Secretary Dudley C. Sharp
d e c l a r e d : “ T h e G r e e k O r t h o d o x C h u r c h

traditionally and unremittingly opposed to
totalitarian tyranny and religious oppres¬
s i o n w i s h e s t o r e a f fi r m i t s f a i t h i n t h e
National Council of Churches and its lead¬
ers as devotedly upholding the best demo¬
cratic and religious ideals of the American
w a y o f l i f e .

i f

a

(EPS, Geneva) (EPS, Geneva)

D R . F R Y T O S P E A K AT H O L LY W O O D
B O W L E A S T E R S U N R I S E S E RV I C E

New York, February 25 —The Rev. Dr.
F rank l i n C la rk F ry, p res iden t o f t he
United Lutheran Church in'America, has
accepted an invitation to deliver the ser¬
mon a t t he Ho l l ywood Bow l Eas te r Sun¬
rise Service April 17. It is many years
since aLutheran has been asked to preach
at th is great open-ai r serv ice.

The d i s t i ngu ished Lu the ran churchman,
p r e s i d e n t o f A m e r i c a ’ s l a r g e s t L u t h e r a n
churph body, and a leader o f Wor ld Pro t¬
e s t a n t i s m , i s a l s o t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e
L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n a n d c h a i r m a n
o f b o t h t h e C e n t r a l a n d E x e c u t i v e C o m ¬
mittees of the World Counci l of Churches.

He also is chairman of the policy and
strategy committee of the National Coun¬
cil of Churches and amember of its gen¬
e r a l b o a r d , a m e m b e r o f t h e e x e c u t i v e
commit tee of the Nat ional Lutheran Coun-

T I L L I C H W A R N S O F
A U T H O R I T A R I A N " R E L I G I O N

(Los Angeles) —Dr. Paul J. Tillich said
h e r e t h a t t h e r e i s “ a t r e n d a w a y f r o m
R e f o r m a t i o n i n d i v i d u a l i s m ” a n d t o w a r d

a u t h o r i t a r i a n ” f o r m s o f r e l i g i o n w h i c h
poses athreat to Protestantism.

The noted Protestant theologian said
the trend is indicated by recent mergers
of Protestant groups, the ecumenical
m o v e m e n t , a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c e n c o u r ¬
agement of Christian unity.

“Ecumenicity doesn’t do much theo¬
logically,” he .said. “What is produced
in terms of theology is not very impres¬
s i v e . A c o m m i t t e e c a n n o t m a k e a t h e ¬
ology” so the result is based on “the low¬
e s t c o m m o n d e n o m i n a t o r . ”

“The Protestant theology is essentially
non conformist, but rugged individualism
has appeared and has been replaced by
the ‘Organization Man,’ the development of

/ /
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(EPS, Geneva)

C H U R C H C O N T R O V E R S Y C O N T I N U E S

N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f
C h u r c h e s ’ l e a d e r s h a v e t u r n e d d o w n a n
inv i ta t ion to test i fy before the House Un-
A m e r i c a n A c t i v i t i e s C o m m i t t e e c o n c e r n ¬

i ng a l l eged Commun i s t i n fi l t r a t i on i n t he
chu rches as no t be ing t he p rope r f o rum
in which to discuss the charges.

H o w e v e r , a n N C C s p o k e s m a n s a i d ,
P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h l e a d e r s w o u l d b e

happy to cooperate” with other govern¬
m e n t c o m m i t t e e s w h i c h w o u l d h a v e s u c h

an investigation as their proper concern.
H e s a i d t h e i s s u e a t s t a k e i s “ t h e c o n

stitutionality of the action of the Air Force
in indoctrinating reservists on religious
questions and there are other committees

t i

( N e w Y o r k )
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t h e c o l l e c t i v e s p i r i t . ” F u r t h e r , h e s a i d ,
the popularity of “primitive orthodoxy re¬
v i v a l i s m ” i s a l s o e v i d e n c e o f a d e s i r e f o r
secur i t y s ince "au thor i t y g ives secur i t y.

Despi te a l l th is . Dr. Ti l l ich added, “You
can’t kill the prophetic spirit, although it
m a y g o u n d e r g r o u n d , ” i f t h e P r o t e s t a n t
era should be ended by author i tar ianism.

Dr. Tillich, aprofessor at Harvard Di¬
v in i t y Schoo l , made - the comments a t a
p ress con fe rence p reced ing a lec tu re de¬
l ivered at Occidental Col lege (United
Presbyter ian) in Los Angeles.

Of those who today are called the young
people Ican say nothing, for in my day
they would have been classed among the
c h i l d r e n . B u t t h e m a r r i e d y o u n g a d u l t s
a re ac t i ve . La te l y they gave us ap leas¬
ant evening in what with aglorifying name
we now ca l l “ the church par lo rs ” —al ias
t h e b a s e m e n t .

Peop le come to church in , maybe , in¬
c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s . I t c e r t a i n l y i s n o t
the l i turgy that makes them come. When ■
s p i r i t l a c k s , l i t u r g y g r o w s . I f o r o n e a m
gra te fu l t ha t we have no t ye t been en¬
c u m b e r e d w i t h t h e n e w e s t o f t h e n e w —

that which is supposed to come with
merger. There is reason to thank God that
merger does not make acceptance of the
new hymnal mandatory.

T h e N e a r n e s s o f C h r i s t
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )

t h e y w e n t d o w n f r o m J e r u s a l e m o n t h e
road to Emmaus, they began to turn the
knob of humility, of fellow awareness, of
h o p e . T h e y l i f t e d t h e l a t c h o f f a i t h i n
tomorrow. As they opened the inward
door, the Master was there. When they
communed and reasoned, Jesus drew near
a n d w e n t w i t h t h e m .

We often sing John Bod’s fine hymn:
O l e t m e f e e l t h e e n e a r m e

' H i e w o r l d i s e v e r n e a r ;
I s e e t h e s i g h t s t h a t d a z z l e .
T h e t e m p t i n g s o u n d s I h e a r ;
The foes are ever near me.
Around me .^nd within;
But Jesus, draw thou nearer.
And shield my soul from sin.

That is one of the soul’s most poignant
p l e a s . E a s t e r s a y s i t i s a n a S s u r a n c e ,
t o o . Yo u d o n o t h a v e t o p l e a d . A l l y o u
h a v e t o d o i s t o t u r n t h e l a t c h o n t h e
d o o r o f y o u r h e a r t a n d H e i s t h e r e , a n
ever p resen t he lp to go w i th you , to be
near you on your Emmaus road.

9 f
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(EPS, Geneva)

F r o m D e s M o i n e s
We are in agood way here. 0, of course,

there are differences of opinion. But there
a r e n o f a c t i o n s t o s a p t h e s t r e n g t h o f
the congregation’s life. The children go to
Sunday School, and the ministers and pro¬
f e s s o r s d o n o t h o l d b a c k f r o m t e a c h i n g
there . Mrs . Wayne Nelson ins t ruc ts more
t h a n t w e n t y i n a c h i l d r e n ’ s c h o i r . T h e y
sing at the first service every Sunday and
acquire the sense of contributing and be¬
longing.

The rea l ly good road which we are on
here, is the way to the Lord’s Table. Two
times amonth it is spread for us; about
fifty each time. You can hardly believe it?
Then look at the record in the annual re¬
port. Contributing factor is Kildegaard’s

' s e r m o n s . T h e r e i s a s t i l l n e s s i n t h e c h u r c h
when he preaches.

1 )

V . S . J .

/ - T

T h e Vo i c e F r o m G r a n d V i e w O V R C H U R C H
F I R S T A N D S E V E N T H !

With the l itt le old basketball getting
ready fo r the moth ba l l s fo r th is season
at least we have afew last triumphs to
m e n t i o n . C a s u a l l y ? N o t a t a l l ! ! ! W e
are very proud of al l our team members.
C e r t a i n l y w e h a v e a c o u p l e o f “ s t a r s ,
b u t j u s t w h a t c o u l d o n e o r t w o f e l ¬
l o w s d o w i t h o u t t h e r e s t o f t h e t e a m ?

When the Regional Tournament was played
here in Des Moines, our basketba l l team
came out on top. So elated were the stu¬
dents and facul ty that we were given the
day fo l lowing as aV-Day —(V for v ic to ry,
Vikings, or whatever you choose to call it).
As winners of the reg ional , we were en¬
t i t l e d t o s e n d o u r t e a m t o t h e N a t i o n a l

Junior College tournament. Here we fared
remarkab l y we l l , and l i s t en ! The Gove r¬
nor o f ou r S ta te , the Mayor o f ou r c i t y,
and o ther we l l -w ishers sen t te legrams to
t h e t e a m . H e r e ’ s w h e r e t h e “ s e v e n t h ”
comes i n , We p laced No . 7 i n t he U . S .
Jun io r Co l lege tou rnament . We have two
big trophies to put in our cases, if and
when, we decide they are safe there.
(Never did hear anything about the others).

S o m e t i m e b a : c k w h e n t h e s n o w s w e r e

about to take over the State of Iowa, we
sent our choir to Keokuk to take part in
the Music Festival. In interviewing one of
our students, we secured this quotable
quote: “One thing I’ll never Torget is my
choir trip to Keokuk. Igot up at three
a. m., the bus left at five a. m., on Tues¬
day, and Ididn’t get home until 3a. m.
Never before have Ispent 24 hours being
part of such afriendly group as is repre¬
sented at GVC.” Sort of speaks for itself,
d o e s n ’ t i t ?

We have alot of meetings, synod-wise in
Des Moines, and usually we get to see
some of the participants. Just lately we
have had Synod Board, JCLU, and school
board, not in order mentioned, though.
Soon there will be P.I. (Pastors’ Institute),

a n d S t u d e n t e r f e s t . T h e r e i s s o m u c h a b o u t

the latter that is top-secret that we can’t
g ive too many fac ts as ye t . The p lay i s
a l igh t comedy ca l led “Jenny K issed Me. ”
T h i s c o m e d y c o n t a i n s a p o e m w h i c h M r.
Speed is setting to music. During inter¬
miss ions you w i l l a l so hea r l i gh t mus i c ,
fea tu r ing aMen ’s Quar te t , and aWomen ’s
Tr io . Want to come? Of course , you do .
Wish we could tell you about the banquet.
C a n ’ t ! H o w e v e r, w e u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a l l
t h o s e w h o d o n o t w i s h t o d a n c e a f t e r ¬
ward are inv i ted to the home o f Dr. and
M r s . N i e l s e n f o r c o f f e e a n d a c h a t .

Our faculty members are going to be
ve ry busy t h i s sp r i ng and summer. Mrs .
W i l b u r W i l l i a m s o n i s C h a i r m a n o f t h e

English section of the Spring Iowa Junior
College Associat ion meeting to be held in
A m e s o n A p r i l 2 3 . T h i s i s a n h o n o r f o r
M r s . W i l l i a m s o n a n d f o r G V C . M r . M a r ¬

vin Jessen has again been selected by the
National Science Foundation for specialized
work in biology. This summer he will do
research in the Marine Biology Station in
connection with the University of Oregon.
Miss Horn and Mr. Burham are planning
extra courses to be taken during the sum¬
mer, but as yet their plans are incom¬
plete. Recently Mr. Phil Graham attended
the Missouri Valley History Association.
We hear that Dr. Nielsen is planning to
drop in at the University of Chicago. Is
it to study, or to lecture? (We’re asking,
not te l l ing) .

A n d n o w f o r a b i t o f n e w s t h a t w e a r e
s u r e y o u ’ r e j u s t d y i n g t o h e a r ! ! ! ! A n e w
P A N I C L O C K h a s b e e n i n s t a l l e d i n t h e

door of the Girls’ Dorm! Rest in peace.
Mom and Dad, your little girl is being
looked after as well as GVC, and the Panic
c a n d o i t .

This is it for now. See you soon.
Info, Inc.

Detroit, Michigan. The congregation here,
St. Peter’s, has appointed astudy commit¬
tee to invest igate par ish educat ion faci l i ty
needs. The church has received $1,000 as
a g i f t f o r f u t u r e e d u c a t i o n e x p a n s i o n .
Howard Christensen is the pastor.

Newark , New Je rsey. Our congrega t ion
in Newark is sharing Lenten services with
a n e a r b y U L C A c h u r c h , w i t h s e r v i c e s
a l t e r n a t i n g b e t w e e n t h e t w o c h u r c h e s .
D o n a l d B a r o n i s P a s t o r o f o u r B e t h e s d a
C h u r c h .

Bridgeport, Connecticut. Seminary senior,
Evere t t N ie l sen , has accep ted aca l l f rom
Our Sav iou r ’s Chu rch i n B r i dgepo r t , and
wil l begin work in the middle of June. He
w i l l b e o r d a i n e d a t t h e W a t e r l o o c o n v e n ¬
t ion in August .

Watsonville California. Our congregation
here has begun to use the new order o f
service as suggestecj, in the Service Book
and Jlymnal. So far about eight (10 per
cent) of our churches have begun to use
th is un i fo rm l i tu rgy.

D e s M o i n e s , i o w a . D r. E r n e s t N i e l s e n
will be the guest preacher at the All-Lu¬
theran 3-hour Good Friday service in Ot¬
t u m w a , I o w a . T h e s e r v i c e i s t o b e h e l d
i n F i r s t L u t h e r a n C h u r c h . D r . N i e l s e n w i l l
preach on each of the Seven Words f rom
the Cross, and h is genera l theme wi l l be
“ C h r i s t ’ s L a s t W o r d s : A S e l f - D i s c l o s u r e .

Tyler Minnesota. Mrs. Helga Buhl wr i tes
to ask if any lady is interested in being
her “companion” in her home near Dane-
b o d C h u r c h i n T y l e r . M r s . B u h l h a s a
heart condit ion and needs help. She plans
t o b e i n Ty l e r s t a r t i n g J u n e 1 , b u t h e r
present address is Route 2, Box 343, Aur¬
o ra , I l l i no i s
Danebod Leisure Time Workshop has an¬
nounced its 1960 plans. Dates are July
24-30, with costs at $22, or $40 for amar¬
ried couple, with children paying $10, ex¬
cept pre-school children who pay $5.

> »
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A l s o d a t e l i n e d Ty l e r, t h e
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conference of Lutheran Free Church (81,000
members ) .

June 26-29 at Virginia, Minn. —71st an¬
n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f F i n n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l
Lutheran Church or Suomi Synod (36,000
members), celebrating its 70th anniver-

April 17-24 —Annual Spring Clothing
Appeal of Lutheran World Relief, compris¬
ing the eight church bodies participating
in the National Lutheran Counci l , and the
B o a r d o f W o r l d R e l i e f o f t h e L u t h e r a n

Chui'ch-Missouri Synod.
April 24 —Dr. Charles M. Cooper of

Philadelphia, president of Pennsylvania
Min is ter ium of Uni ted Lutheran Church in
America, appears on CBS network pro¬
gram, “Church of the Air,’’ at 9:30 a. m,
(EDST) .

April 26-27 at Washington, D. C. —Meet¬
ings of Bureau of Service to Milit^y Per¬
sonne l o f Na t iona l Lu theran Counc i l and
the Joint Service Commission of the NLC
and Missouri Synod.

May 1—Dr. George Aus o f Lu the r
Theological Seminary at St. Paul, Minn.,
appears on CBS network program, “Church
of the Air,” at 9:30 a. m. (EDST).

May 15 —Lutheran World Action Sunday
with special services in local congregations
of NLC church bodies to raise funds toward
LWA’s 1960 goal of $3,980,000.

May 29 —Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen of
Minneapolis, president of the Augustana
Lutheran Church, appears on CBS network
program, “Church of the Air,” at 9:30
a . m . (EDST) i n obse rvance o f t he
Church 's 100th ann iversary. \

June 3-4 at Gettysburg, Pa! —“Seminar
on Church and National Life at Gettysburg
Theological Seminary, sponsored by Divi¬
s i o n o f P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s o f t h e N a t i o n a l
Lutheran Council and Department of Pub¬
l ic Rela t ions o f the Lutheran Church-Mis-
souri Synod.

J u n e 8 - 1 0 a t A l l e n t o w n , P a .
annual meeting of Lutheran Society for
Worship, Music and arts, on campus of
Muhlenberg Col lege.

July 12-21 at Dubuque, Iowa —Twenty-
first Luther Academy, oldest pastors’ insti¬
tute in country, sponsored by Wartburg
Theological Seminary.

August 25-29 at Estes Park Colorado —
Legislative Council of Lutheran Student
Assoc ia t i on o f Amer i ca .

September 19-20 at Chicago, III. —Semi¬
annua l commi t t ee mee t i ng o f D i v i s i on o f
A m e r i c a n M i s s i o n s o f N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n
C o u n c i l .

September 20-21 at Chicago, III. -- Semi
annual committee meeting of Division of
College and University Work of National
L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l .

September 21-22 at St. Louis, Mo. —
47th annual meeting of National Lutheran
E d i t o r s ’ a n d M a n a g e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n , w i t h
Concordia Publishing House of Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod as host.

September 22-23 at Chicago, III. —Semi¬
annual committee meeting of Division of
We l fa re o f Na t i ona l Lu the ran Counc i l .

September 28-29 at New York City —
Semi-annual committee meeting of Division
o f P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s o f N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n
C o u n c i l .

November 16 at Chicago, I I I . ■— Semi
annual committee meeting of Division of
LWF Affa i rs o f Nat iona l Lutheran Counc i l .

November 20-27 —Annual Thanksgiving
Clothing Appeal of Lutheran World Relief,
comprising the eight church bodies pai‘
ticipating in the National Lutheran Coun
cil, and the Board of World Relief of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

Important Lutheran Dates
i n 1 9 6 0

S P E C I A L E V E N T S

April 19-21 at Minneapolis, Minn. —Final
.■meet ings o f the th ree bod ies un i t ing ■i n

The American Lutheran Church —the 24th
general convention (biennial) of the
1,120.000-m ember Evangelical Lutheran
Church, the 16th biennial convention of the
1.005,000-member American Lutheran
Church, and the 64th annual convention of
the 67,000-member United Evangelical Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h .

April 22-24 at Minneapolis, Minn. —Con¬
stituting convention of The American Lu¬
theran Church. The merging bodies will
be represented by 1,000 delegates, who will
affirm the AiTicles of Union, adopt aCon¬
stitution and By-laws, and elect apresident
for six years, avice president for two
years and asecretary for six years.

With some 2,200,000 members, The ALC
will be the third largest Lutheran body and
one of the ten largest Protestant bodies in
Amer ica . The Church w i l l beg in to func¬
tion officially on January 1, 1961, with
headquarters in Minneapolis.

July 9-10 at Ndi-thfield, Minn. —Con¬
stituting convention of American Lutheran
Church Women.

August 16-21 at Milwaukee, Wis. —Con¬
stituting convention of Luther League of
The Amer ican Lutheran Church.

August 26-27 at Minneapolis, Minn. --
Constituting Convention of Brotherhood of
The Amer ican Lutheran Church.

NLC CHURCH CONVENTIONS
June 5 -12 a t Rock I s l and , R l . —101s t

annual synod of Augustana Lutheran
Church (600,000 members), celebrating the
centennial of its founding.

June 8-12 at Fargo, N. D.

s a r y .

August 9-14 at Waterloo, Iowa —83rd
annual convention of American Evangelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ( 2 4 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s ) . D r. -
Alfred Jensen’s tenure as president expires
this year. He has headed the AELC since
1936 and on afull-time basis since 1942.

October 13-20 at At lant ic City, N. J. —
22nd Biennial convention of the United Lu¬
theran Church in America (2,440,000 mem¬
bers) .

I N T E R N AT I O N A L M E E T I N G S
June 12-July 28 —International Lutheran

youth exchange program in Europe for 60
young people from the United States and
Canada and 15 from Asia, Africa and Latin
A m e r i c a .

July 2-28 at Oxford, England —LWF
Theological Conference for Pastors.

August 1-5 at Berlin, Germany —Meet¬
ing of LWF Commission on World Service.
American members are Dr. Paul C. Empie
of New York, executive director of the
Nat iona l Lu theran Counc i l , as cha i i -man,
and Dr. Henry F. Schuh of Columbus, Ohio,
president of the American Lutheran
C h u r c h .

August 8-13 at Munster, Germany —
Second International Luther Research Con¬
g r e s s .

August 1^22 at Osnabruck, Germany —
Meeting of the LWF Commission on the¬
ology. American members are Dr. Taito
K a n t o n e n o f H a m m a D i v i n i t y S c h o o l a t
Springfield, Ohio, and Dr. Warren A. Quan-
bSck of Luther Theological Seminary at St.
Paul , Minn.

August 22-26 at Bad Boll, Germany —
LWF Theological Conference for Pastors.

August 28-Sept. 2at Bukoba, Tanganyika
—Meeting of LWF Commission on World
Mission. American member is Dr. Fred-
rik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis, president of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, who is
v i c e c h a i r m a n .

September 8-18 at Antsirabe, Madagascar
— S e c o n d A l l - A f r i c a L u t h e r a n C o n f e r e n c e .

The LWF’.s CominiK.>i i(m on Inner Mis¬
sion will meet in October, place and date
to be announced. American member is
Dr. Carl F. Reuss of Columbus, Ohio,
executive secretary of the Board for Chris¬
tian Social Action of the American Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h .

T h i r d

6 4 t h a n n u a l

P O S T M A S T E R : I f u n d e l i v e r a b l e a s a d d r e s s e d ,
at tach Form 3579, give new address, and
r e t u r n e n t i r e p a p e r t o :

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a
R e t u r n p o s t a g e g u a r a n t e e d .
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April 4-6 at Chicago —Semi-annual com¬
mittee meeting of Division of College and
Univers i ty Work of Nat ional Lutheran
C o u n c i l .

April 6at Chicago —■ Semi-annual com¬
mit tee meet ing o f D iv is ion o f LWF Affa i rs
o f Na t iona l Lu theran Counc i l .

April 7-8 at Chicago —Semi-annual meet¬
ing of Executive Committee of National
Lutheran Counci l .

April 10-13 dt Washington, D. C. -11th
annual Washington Seminar for Lutheran
Students, sponsored jointly by Division of
P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s o f N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n

Council and Department of Public Rela¬
tions of Lutheran Church-Missouri .Synod..

M
■Z P I
z 2 :
. C D

’ O

5 IP II

A0 5 ●
O

l i

a l l
h i

TO

0 1
P )1

eW *
J O


