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C a l l o f t h e E a r t h

O le t me l i ve on a fa i r g reen h i l l
Where the gold of the sun .can spill:
Where the songs of the birds will echo free
A n d t h e c a l l o f t h e e a r t h i s a c a l l f o r m e .

Olet me live on agreen hill fair
For the days are longer there:
And in my heart the peace of God
Grows deeper whenever Itouch His sod.

D o r a F l i c k - F l o o d .
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ments which gave it direction in its formative period
without inquiring into the significance of each of these
concepts for the real izat ion of t j ie kind of l i fe that
Christ speaks about.

For the relevancy of the words of Christ to the
theme of the institute lies precisely in this that Jesus
is contrasting His own offer with that of other identi¬
fiable forces of His day. His answer to those who in
His opinion were destroying life is that He is the
source of life, and He is willing to let man have it
i n a b u n d a n c e .

It is not our culture only, but also Christianity
which is under an eclipse. But the possible saving
difference between the crisis in each lies in this that
while faith may burn dimly in the church because of
the.dominant notes of doubt and despair in modern
culture, faith can be rekindled to the point where it
renews our lives and gives us the courage to challenge
the modern world to weigh the Christian alternative
to the problems of today which in their most extreme
conseqences could spell the end of our civi l ization.
Ido not like the term by which some describe our
era, namely, the post-Christian period, for Iam per¬
suaded that as long as areligion has devotees it is not
dead; it may be tragfcally ineffective. In the case of
Christianity, its ultimate triumph does not depend upon
us. The judgment that is upon us is not that we have-
not ushered in the kingdom of God, but that we again
and again have failed to let the Word perform its
regenerative task in us so as to make us and
gregations living examples of apeople of God abound¬
ing in the life which Christ offers to

C u l t u r e a n d F a i t h

Ahutu&cuii

E r n e s t D . N i e l s e n

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly."
— J o h n 1 0 : 1 0 .

These well known words of Jesus stress, Ithink,
the very quality of life which is involved in my
thoughtful consideration of culture and faith,
offering of the kind of life of which Jesus speaks
here is open to men of culture and faith, but the
events in Christ’s own life, as recorded in the New
Testament, show that both culture and faith can be
blind to the abundant, and therefore regenerative life
which the words proclaim. While we rejoice whenever
men in faith respond to the offering of life and- move
from darkness to light, the judgment which is upon
culture and faith today is that our culture is disinte¬
grating and faith is being superseded by doubt in wide
a r e a s o f t h e w o r l d .

O n e o f t h e r e a l d i f fi c u l t i e s w h i c h t h e m o d e m
clergyman faces whenever he undertakes to speak
to this situation is to come to adiscriminating knowl¬
edge of the genius of his own church. If we are to
be helpful servants and preachers of agospel of a
transforming way of life we^ must not isolate bur-
selves, but rather try to perckve what is happening
to culture and faith in the world today.

T h e l i f e a b u n d a n t w h i c h J e s u s C h r i s t o f f e r s h a s
become aglorious possession of many acongregation
i n t h e n o n - W e s t e r n w o r l d . C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s a r e
emerging in these parts of the world who are making
their contribution to our understanding of Christianity
today. They are very sensitive to the whole ques¬
tion of culture and faith. They understand better
perhaps than some of their American and European
Christian brethren that culture and Christianity are
n o t i d e n t i c a l .

Merely to say this, however, is not sufficient. For
I d o n o t b e l i e v e t h a t w e w i l l s e e a n e w c u l t u r a l d a w n
unless we stop long enough to ask ourselves what
culture means to us in the setting of our religious and
ethnic l ife. K. E. Skydsgaard defines culture as that
wh ich we unde rs tand by agenu ine , human l i f e . “ I
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
Within our own particular background culture and
Christianity have contributed to away of life which
has left its mark upon us. As Ihave written elsewhere,
“The genius of the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church can be expressed best, perhaps, in the phrase:
for faith and for freedom.” It is utterly impossible
to read the history of our church and study the move-

T h e

o u r c o n -

m a n .

Let me close by suggesting that the church in
addressing itself to modern man may find it advan¬
tageous to proceed in the inverse order of the Apostle’s
Creed. To aculture characterized by doubt rather
than faith and, yet, in search for values because it
senses areal threat touts very existence, the church’s
faith in the reality of spirit offers hope for cultural
newal. While culture and Christianity are not by any
means identical, Iquestion that the church can escape
responsibility for giving Christian direction to the
culture of our day. The less confused we are about
the relationship between culture and Christianity, the
better equipped we shall be to minister to the needs
of modern man and society. The church’s alternative
to all the threats which are real and not illusions, is
found in Him who by sharp contrast says, “I have
come to let them have life, and to> let them have it
in abundance.” (Goodspeed’s translation.)
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The Approved Constitution
A . E . F A R S T R U P

J C L U , S O LVA N G , C A L I F O R N I A

AComparison of the Approved Constitution for Congregations in the Proposed
Lutheran Church in America with the AELC Model Constitution for Congregations

I n t r o d u c t i o n and to be governed by same. During apastoral vacancy
this will mean that the synod president -will be present
or represented at all the meetings of the congregation
and the church council. Should the congregation de¬
sire to unite with another congregation, or to re-locate,
it must have the advice and consent of the synod.
Furthermore, all changes in the constitution must (as
we now do) be submitted for synod approval. In case
of strife, or dissension, property rights will go to that
part of the congregation which remains in unity with
the LCA. Should the congregation disband, or cease
to function as acongregation with regular worship,
or decreases in membership to where it cannot fulfill
its purposes, the synod may take charge of the
gregation’s property and manage, hold or dispose of
s a m e .

In order to coordinate all aspects of the church’s
life in the proposed new church (LCA) it becomes
necessary that congregational constitutions express,
at the local level, the basic policy of the church as a
whole. It has thus become necessary to work out a
constitution for the congregations which will serve
a s a n o r m f o r t h e w h o l e c h u r c h . E a c h o f t h e f o u r
merg ing churches ' have wha t i s known as “Mode l
Constitutions” at the present time. The following is
an attempt to point out, for the guidance of AELC
congregations in their discussions of the merger ques¬
tion, just what changes in their methods and pro¬
cedures they may expect should they vote to enter
the merger. It is assumed that all are aware of the
provisions of our present model constitution. The
constitution submitted by the JCLU and to be known
as the “Approved Constitution for Congregations of
the Lutheran Church in America,” contains 13 Articles.
Eac h A r t i c l e w i l l be summar i zed . Whe re t he re i s
var iance with the AELC model const i tut ion this wi l l
be pointed out.

While constitutions of local congregations need not
be identical with the “Approved Constitution” the
congregations of the LCA will be called upon to bring
their constitutions into harmony with the “Approved
Constitution” during the first four years of the LCA’s
e x i s t e n c e .

c o n -

A R T I C L E I V — M E M B E R S H I P

The congregation will consist of its pastor (s) and
all baptized persons in its fellowship. The following
classification of members is made; 1. Child members,
i.e., those not confirmed; 2. Adult or confirmed mem¬
bers; 3. Communing member, i. e., members who re¬
ceive the Lord’s Supper at least once ayear. There
will be no reference to “contributing” members
n o w h a v e .

a s w e

Members are called upon to avail themselves of
the means of grace, to worship regularly; to observe
private and family devotions; to study the scriptures;
to live in peace; to promote the welfare of the
gregat ion and to con t r ibu te o f the i r means to the
financial support of the congregation, the synod and
the church at large.

A R T I C L E I
c o n -

The preamble and Article I—dealing with purpose,
name and incorporation, are for all practical purposes
the same in both constitutions except that for the
LCA the incorporaWon of the congregation is stipulated
whereas no mention is made of it in the AELC con¬
s t i t u t i o n .

One section of this article will be of special interest.
It has to do with members in good standing. Should
aconfirmed member fail, for aperiod of three years,
after counselling by the pastor, to receive Communion,
and to make any contribution of record to the

A R T I C L E I I — C O N F E S S I O N

In each constitution this article reiterates the
fessional article of the church at large. In the LCA S'^^g^tion, he shall be classified by the council as not
this article is identical with the corresponding article good standing, thus losing his right to vote or hold
in the Church’s constitution. This should be read in office. According to our AELC rules amember loses

the right to vote after failing to contribute for
year. He may be dropped from the membership roll
after two years upon notification by the council.

c o n -c o n ¬

its entirety. Space prohibits its inclusion here. o n e

A R T I C L E I I I — R E L AT I O N T O T H E S Y N O D

We have no specific rule covering this but refer¬
ence is made to it, in passing, in several of the articles
of our model constitution. According to this article
the congregation declares itself amember of the LCA present with respect to education, ordination, ad-
and of the synod within whose boundaries it is located Terence to the Faith and membership in the church
(unless we should decide to enter the merger on a Some difference occurs in respect to the calling
non-geographical basis). The congregation covenants dismissal of apastor,
to recognize the laws of the church and the synod

A R T I C L E V — T H E P A S T O R

In general the qualifications will be the same a s

In calling apastor the congregation shall seek the
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counsel and guidance of the synod president. During is to be installed at the regular service of the church;
the vacancy the synod president will appoint avice- 4. While, as we now have it, the council may not sell
pastor (in practice this will probably be either aneigh- or buy property without the congregations permission,
boring pastor or an interim pastor) after consultation alimit is also placed upon the amount of obligations
with the church council. Apastor’s call shall con- incurred above anticipated receipts; the council will
stitute apermanent relationship with the congrega- elect delegates to district and synod meetings —these
tion except for death, resignation, reaching the age to be the same for both meetings,
of 70 (in which case his services may be extended
from year to year by atwo-thirds vote of the congre¬
gation), or disqualification through discipline. In the
event of physical or mental disability, continued neglect are accustomed to having the pastor serve as ex-
of duty or inability to serve the congregation effec- officio president of the council and the congregation,
tively (without any reflection on his moral or spiritual and others to having alayman act in this capacity,
character) it will be the duty of the synod president; alternate arrangements will be possible. In either
once the matter is brought to his attention, to investi- arrangement ,the council elects its own officers at its
gate the situation personally in company with acom- first meeting of the year,
mittee of two pastors and alayman. After hearing
all parties concerned, this committee shall recommend
acourse of action to the congregation and pastor in¬
volved. If either party fails to assent, the matter
is to be decided at the next synod convention. When
questions of doctrine and morality are involved the
procedures are outlined in detail in the Constitutions
and By-Laws of the Church and the synod.

A R T I C L E V I — C O N G R E G A T I O N A L M E E T I N G S

All confirmed members in good standing (as defined
in Article IV) and having attained agiven age (in
accordance with' local civi l law) wi l l have the r ight
to vote. The date for the annual meeting, and quarter¬
ly meetings, if such are desired, are to be stated in
by-laws. Call for special meetings are governed as
we now have it. Quorum will consist of astated num¬
ber of members rather than one-tenth of voting mem¬
bers as is our present practice.

A R T I C L E V I I — E L E C T I O N S

This will govern election of apastor as well as
deacons, i. e., members of the church council.

The following procedure will be used in calling
apastor: the church council will nominate apastor
by at least two-thirds majority vote. Ameeting for
the purpose of election will be called, and presided
over, either by the synod president or his representa- in our present AELC model this is referred to in
tive. Only the name submitted by the council may Article IX. In both constitutions the basic guide is
be balloted on at any one meeting. Election requires Matthew 18:15-17. In the new constitution, however,

provision is made for reconsideration should conditions
ters as salary, moving expenses and other related warrant it. Amatter which we have no doubt taken
items have been decided by the congregation, the for granted,
c h u r c h c o u n c i l w i l l e x e c u t e t h e l e t t e r o f c a l l w h i c h
will normally be considered invalid if no reply is
received within thirty days.

Wi th regard to the e lec t ion o f deacons (church
council members) the term shall be for three years
and so arranged that one-third of counci l members
are elected each year. Length of service l imited to
t w o c o n s e c u t i v e t e r m s .

A R T I C L E V I I I — C H U R C H C O U N C I L

In respect to the council, most of our present ar¬
rangement will be retained except for the following:
1. The pastor is declared amember of the council
and as such will have avote; 2. Amembei’’s place on
t h e c o u n c i l s h a l l b e d e c l a r e d v a c a n t a f t e r f o u r s u c ¬
cessive absences at council meetings; 3. The council procedures.

A R T I C L E I X — O F F I C E R S

Since some congregations in the merging churches

A R T I C L E X — S T A N D I N G C O M M I T T E E S

At present we have no provision for standing com¬
m i t t e e s . P r o v i s i o n s a r e m a d e i n t h e n e w c o n s t i t u t i o n

for severa l such commit tees to be respons ib le for
various aspects of the congregation’s program. While
it may seem abit burdensome to small congregations
to have too many committees, the small congregation
has essentially the same responsibilities as the larger
congregation. Actually, it will not be impossible to
comb ine seve ra l o f t hese commi t t ees shou ld i t be de¬
s i r e d . T h e c o m m i t t e e s c a l l e d f o r a n d w h o s e m e m ¬
bership will be appointed by the council at its first
meeting each year are the following: 1. Christian Edu¬
cation; 2. Church Property; 3. Evangelism; 4. Finance;
5. Social Missions (concerned with aid to the ill, the
aged, the orphan, the needy, etc.); 6. Stewardship;
and 7. Worship and Music. At least two of the mem¬
b e r s o n e a c h c o m m i t t e e s h a l l b e m e m b e r s o f t h e

council in order to coordinate the church’s total pro¬
g r a m .

A R T I C L E X I — O R G A N I Z A T I O N S W I T H I N
T H E C O N G R E G A T I O N

This is in full accord with our present model con¬
s t i t u t i o n .

A R T I C L E X I I — D I S C I P L I N E O F M E M B E R S

atwo-thirds majority of votes cast. After such mat-

A R T I C L E X I I I — B Y - L A W S A N D A M E N D M E N T S

The LCA constitution calls for aninety-day notice
of proposed amendments, or, after approval of the
council, notification of all members by mail at least
th i r ty days before final act ion. At present we have
no such s t ipu la t ion . As a t p resent , by- laws not in
conflict with the const i tut ion may be adopted.

N o t e : O n e i t e m , n o w c o v e r e d i n o u r A E L C m o d e l
i s n o t c o v e r e d i n t h e n e w c o n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s i s t h e
matter of “Order of Business.” It should be possible
to insert this, or to include it in the by-laws. The
Approved Constitution for Synods calls for the revised
version of Robert’s Rules of Order as governing all
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Color, Chronicle and

Comment on the Formation ofX

New Lutheran ChurchA
Pastor Ottar Jorgensen

Minneapolis, Minnesota

reading and prayer, under the direction of Dr. L. S.
Price, Convention Chaplain, Dr. William Larsen, who
was chairman, called the convention to order, and
shortly we heard the president of the mer̂ ng churches
give certification to the effect that their respective
synods were now ready to merge. Then followed
one of the most significant moments of the convention
as the chaplain entoned:

“Forasmuch as the delegates of American Lutheran
Church, The Evangelical Lutheran Church, and United
Evangelical Lutheran Church in convention assembled
this twenty-second day of April, in the year of our
Lord, nineteen hundred and sixty, have covenanted
together to form one new Lutheran body in Christ; and

Forasmuch as men and women of good Christian
mind and purpose do here cast their lot together for a
m o r e e f f e c t i v e w i t n e s s a n d w o r k i n t h e C h u r c h o f
Christ in the world;

Let there now be given avisible sign and witness
of this new unity by the joining of hands of the
presidents of the uniting Churches.

As the three presidents, robed in white surplices
and red stoles, joined hands standing before the altar
and facing the assembly. Dr. Price continued in prayer:

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abund¬
antly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in
the .Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages7 world
w i t h o u t e n d . A m e n . ”

The assembly standing joined in the Lord’s Prayer
and the singing of “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”
It was aheart warming experience to be present in
this great congregation of over 6,000 Lutherans in this
h i s t o r i c m o m e n t .

Lifted up over the altar was ashining white back¬
ground with the inscription, “Thine Be The Glory.”
Rising towards these words was an arrow, fed by three
streams seeking its mark in “Thine Be The Glory,” —
or was it like arocket rising from its launofeing pad?

Now followed in quick succession the adoption of
constitution and by-laws, articles of incorporation, and
a f fi r m a t i o n o f a r t i c l e s o f u n i o n .

Dr. William Larsen was an able chairman, directing
these affairs with precision and dignity and in amanner
f ree f r om hu r r y o r s t r a i n . Th ree impo r tan t o f fices
were to be filled by the constituting convention: presi¬
dent, vice president and secretary.

As the convention proceeded to elect the president
for the new church, asense of alertness, reserved ex¬
citement and anticipation fil led the air. This was an
important moment. Three men. Dr. Frederick A.

TWAS Abeautiful and bright, sunlit day from
dawn to dusk, like amid-summer’s day as the
American, the Evangelical and the United Evan¬

gelical Lutheran Church bodies met and merged to
c o n s t i t u t e T h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

As one early in the morning approached the well-
known surroundings on Grant Street with Central
Lutheran to the East and the Minneapolis Auditorium
ablock to the West, one immediately sensed the
festive spirit of the day. Many will remember well
the setting from the Lutheran World Federation con¬
vention of 1957. There were, of course, not as many
people moving about, nor the cosmopolitan spirit of
those great days, but Grant Street was decorated with
insignia shields backed by pennants of the colors of
the United States. These shields were beautifully
done in rose, blue, gold and red. Luther’s insignia
in the center and the field of the shield bisected length¬
wise and crosswise by ared cross. The four areas
thus formed, carried symbols of the fanshaped sea-
shell for baptism, the chalice for communion, and the
open Bible, and trinity symbols. The inscription above,
in gold, read: The American Lutheran Church.

Inside in the spacious cathedral-like Central Lu¬
theran, the real moving spirit and power of the merger
was gathering the participants, delegates and guests,
i n c o m m u n i o n a t t h e L o r d ’ s a l t a r a n d t a b l e .

Dr. Henry Schuh, president of the ALC, gave the
s e r m o n . H i s t e x t w a s : P s a l m 2 4 : 3 - 5 . D r . R e u b e n
Gornitzka, first pastor of Central, was the liturgist.
Assisting at the communion service were nine pastors.
It was asolemn service, moving with dignity, and in
the spirit of the occasion. Here, in the truest sense,
the church became one. As group after group left
the communion ra i l , the vo ice o f Pastor Gorn i tzka
sounded over the public address system throughout
the church and adjacent rooms of Central’s buildings:
“The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His precious
Blood strengthen and preserve you in the true faith
unto eternal life.” It goes without saying it was a
large communion. Hundreds upon hundreds knelt at
the Lord’s communion. The soft music of many fami¬
liar hymns and chorales formed the background. Mrs.
Frederic Hilary was the organist.

Came 10:30 and the colorful procession from Central
to the Auditorium was under way. The one thousand
delegates preceded by the officials of the merging
c h u r c h e s a n d t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e J o i n t U n i o n C o m ¬
mittee were led by four young persons bearing the
flags of the United States, Canada, the Christian Church
a n d t h e n e w T h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

Following the opening service, with singing of
hymns, confession of the Apostle’s Creed, responsive

I

> 1

Pastor Jorgensen served as representative for LUTHERAN
TIDINGS at the recent historic Minneapolis meeting which
he here describes so inspir ingly. — T h e E d i t o r .
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Schiotz, president of the ELC, Dr. Norman Menter,
first vice president of the ALC, and Dr. William Lar¬
sen, president of the UELC, undoubtedly werelin the

' foreground of the mind of the convent ion. In bal lot¬
ing for officers, the first ballot was anomination ballot.
Dr. Schiotz was elected as president on the third
ballot. The vast audience rose in spontaneous tribute
to Dr. Schiotz, on the announcement that he had been
elected as the first president for The American Lu¬
theran Church. Dr. Larsen, the chairman, reserved
the privilege to present Dr. and Mrs. Schiotz to the
conven t i on a t t he a f te rnoon sess ion .

When that moment came, and this much revered
and beloved couple came to the platform, they received
astanding ovation by the assembly. Dr. Larsen, in
paying tribute to Dr. Schiotz, spoke of him as a“spirit
filled man, fair and tireless.” Dr. Schiotz, responded
by saying that he felt very humble, and “personally
embarrassed because again you have reached into the
ELC” to elect someone to this high office.—^Ten of the
thirteen important positions, board executives, had
already been filled by ELC men by the Joint Union
C o m m i t t e e .

Dr. Schiotz then turned and looked up to the in¬
scription lifted high on the backdrop curtain of the
stage, “Thine Be The Glory” and said, “May it ever
be etched in my soul.” He felt “overwhelmed'
he was called upon to take over the responsibilities of
the high office to which he now had been elected.
Dr. Schiotz also paid atouching tribute to his good
wife, the former Dagny Aasen, who stood by his side.

The leadership of The American Lutheran Church
is in the hands of aman, slight of build, of serious,
gentle and humble disposition. He is aman of world¬
wide church stature. He inspires confidence and trust
and deep respect. May God bless and uphold this
good man as he leads this great sector of our beloved
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

dignity and reserve, and asense of deep responsibility
worthy of the occasion. Also, greetings were received
by letter or telegram, from Sgoodly number of other
Lutheran Church bodies. Dr. John Steensvog, presi¬
dent of the Lutheran Free Church, especially impressed
the assembly with his cordial greeting from the Lu¬
theran Free Church. He rejoiced with his fellov/^ Lu¬
therans of the new church, but was sad because he
and his church were not apart of this merger. He
felt his church belonged with The American Lutheran
C h u r c h .

There was agreeting from King Olav of Norway
read by Dr. Henrik Hauge, arepresentative of the
Church of Norway, who then added the greeting from
the mother church of the ELC.
married,” he stated.

The daughter has
and we give her our blessing.”

Under the inspiring direction of the veteran di¬
rector, Dr. Oscar Overby, of St. Olaf, Northfield, Min¬
nesota, the assembly found edification in singing of
many of the hymns found in the program for the
various services of the constituting convention. This
took place during the intervals of balloting while wait¬
ing for the results.

It was agreat experience to be apart of this hymn
singing, rejoicing fellowship of the Lutheran Church.
The singing varied from unison, harmony and anti-
phonal singing. This was decidedly aman’s conven-

.tion; if there were any women among the one thousand
official delegates they were hid from your reporter
in the vast sea of men. But in the antiphonal singing
the women voices came through from the balconies
and guest sections on the main floor, clear as bells.
Seldom, if ever, has one heard “O Day Full Of Grace”
sung with such majestic slow moving cadence to swell
to aresounding crescendo in the words —

“And there we shall walk in endless light.
With blest ones his praise forth telling.”

This was again made possible through the inspired
and inspiring director. Dr. Overby. He turned this
great assembly of the church into achorus of united
Christian fellowship lifting hearts and voices in Glory
to God.

a s

Dr. Norman Menter was elected vice president on
the second ballot. He pledged his support to his “chief”
and stated that he had no crown prince aspirations
whatsoever. He injected alitt le humor for which
he is so well known by saying, he had agift for Dr.
Schiotz which he was going to give him immediately
on leaving the platform. The gift was abox of aspirin.
—He didn’t say so, but the inference was clear, that
with the president’s job go acertain amount of “head¬
a c h e s . ”

May we close our little story of ahistoric conven¬
tion in the Lutheran Church by quoting from Dr. A.
N. Rogness in his sermon at the installation service
Saturday afternoon for the first president of The
American Lutheran Church.

“We are not the only church which Christ c-:
in America, nor even the only Lutheran Church. I.
using the term American, Ihope we will be haunted
by the continuing task of identifying ourselves with
others who carry the, name Lutheran and the
C h u r c h . ”

And so Sunday evening came the closing Musical
Festival of the Constituting Convention of The Ameri-

Lutheran Church. The Minneapolis Auditorium
seating 10,000 people was packed to overflowing

The president. Dr. Frederic Schiotz, stated in his
greeting that this. The American Lutheran Church, is
aconservative church. It takes its stand in the teach¬
ings of the Bible. It is also aradical church, and Dr
Schiotz now spoke with candor and firmness, in that
it faces the issues of the day. As an illustration he
called upon the people of the church to take afirm
stand in the race question. And for us here in Minne-

(Contlnued on Page 16)

o w n s

Dr. V l̂liani Larsen was elected secretary, afull
time job, on the second ballot. The able vice chair¬
man, Dr. O. K. Malwim, was in charge as the announce¬
ment was made that Dr. Larsen was elected. He was
called from backstage to the rostrum and received a
standing ovation from the assembly. Dr. Larsen is
the youngest of the three men heading the new church
body. He is president of the smallest of the uniting
bodies, the UELC. He is apersonable and genial per¬
son, able and forthright. He is affectionately called
“Pastor Bill” in the Minneapolis Area, where formerly
he served as Lutheran student pastor at the University
o f M i n n e s o t a .

I n

n a m e

c a n

In the lull between balloting some routine business,
but important, took place. All was not cut and dried!
Acouple of spirited discussions took place, but all with
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m i t t e d t o t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e a s s o o n a s t h i s
is possible.

M e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s ' o f t h e A E L C a r e i n v i t e d t o
attend the meetings and services of the convention.
The facilities of the Westminster Presbyterian Church
are very spacious and comfortable. St. Ansgar’s Lu¬
theran Church will make the necessary announcement
concerning lodging and meals of delegates, pastors
and guests.

May God through His word and spirit prepare
our hearts and minds for participation in the affairs
of the convention. May He guide us to face the ser¬
ious decisions and weighty actions placed before this
convention in order that His will may be done in
all things.

August 9-14, 1960
The 83 rd annua l conven t i on o f t he Amer i can Evan¬

gelical Lutheran Church will be held at the West¬
minster Presbyterian Church, 1301 Kimball Avenue,
Waterloo, Iowa, beginning with aworship service

.Tuesday, August 9, 8p. m., upon the invitation of St.
Ansgar’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1122 West
Eleventh Street, Waterloo, Iowa.

T h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n o f t h e C h u r c h a s w e l l a s

a l l t h e m a i n m e e t i n g s a n d s e r v i c e s w i l l b e h e l d
at the Westminster Presbyterian Church. The busi¬
ness sessions of the convention wiU begin Wednesday,
August 10, at 10 a. m. Registration for all pastors
and delegates as well as visitors will take place at West¬
mins te r Church . Noon and even ing mea ls w i l l be
served in the dining room there; breakfast will be
served in St. Ansgar’s Church.

All congregations of the American Evangelical
Lutheran Church are urged to be represented at the
convention by delegates chosen according to the by¬
laws of said Church. All pastors are likewise urged
to attend. Regarding election of delegates to the con¬
v e n t i o n t h e A E L C c o n s t i t u t i o n A r t i c l e s V I I I a n d I X
apply as well as By-Laws Article V, 7a, b, cand d.

May Iquote also by-laws. Art ic le 6b: “Each con¬
gregation shall submit in writing the names and pro¬
fession or occupation of its delegates to this credentials
commit tee by July 15.
t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e c h a i r m a n i s : M r s . H e r l o v

Olsen, 1127 Grant Avenue, Waterloo, Iowa.
The convent ion wi l l deal wi th a l l business sub¬

mitted to it for action according to the rules govern¬
ing the convention. All reports from the various
institutions, missions, councils and committees as well
as the presidents of the nine districts must be in the
hands of the president of the AELC by May 20 in
order that they may be printed in the Annual Report
and distributed to the congregations and pastors for
their study in due time before the convention.

Any member of acongreg£ttion, any congregation
or pastor of acongregation may submit topics for
the consideration of the convention according to Arti¬
cle VIII, 5. Such topics must be in the hands of the
president in time for publication in the July 5issue
o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

Des Moines, Iowa
May 2, 1960

C o n v e n t i o n I n v i t a t i o n

The pastor and members of St. Ansgar’s Lutheran
Church, Waterloo, Iowa, take> pleasure in inviting
pastors, delegates and friends representing congrega¬
tions of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
t o a t t e n d t h e 8 3 r d A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n t o b e h e l d i n
our city, August 9-14, 1960, according to plans an¬
nounced by the synod president. Dr. Alfred Jensen.
We do believe that the facilities of our congregation,
the fac i l i t ies engaged a t Westmins ter Presbyter ian
Church, and the accommodations offered by neighbor¬
ing AELC congregations will amply provide for all
who desire to participate in the convention.

Before May 15th our Registration and Credentials
Committee will mail to each congregation such in¬
formation as may be needed by those who would
register as delegates or guests for the convention.
This mailing will include registration cards, informa¬
t ion on mo te l and ho te l accommoda t ions fo r t hose who
desire same, and information on rail, airline and high¬
way routings to Waterloo, Iowa.

May we remind you that provisions of the synod
by-laws call for all delegates to be registered before
July 15. We urge you to honor this provision in order
that local committees can make the finest preparations
for your ar r iva l . A l l reg is t ra t ions should be mai led
to Mrs. Her lov Olsen, Regis t ra t ion and Credent ia ls
Chairman, StT Ansgar’s Lutheran Church, 1122 West
Eleventh, Waterloo, Iowa.

We can assure you that we shall do our very best
to act, for the first time in our congregational history,
as good synod convention hosts in ayear when every
member of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
is hoping and praying for God’s blessing upon this
dec i s i v fe conven t i on .

T h e n a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f

The question of merger with the Augustana Lu¬
theran Church, the Suomi Lutheran Church and the
United Lutheran Church wi l l doubt less be the fore¬
most issue facing the convention. Copies of the four
main merger documents have been distr ibuted to al l
pastors of the AELC and to all congregations, one
copy for each possible delegate and pastor, in order
that these or any other members of the AELC m a y
study same in order to be prepared to vote on the
merger issue. Acopy of ^‘Agreement of Consolida¬
tion” will be sent by mail to each individual pastor
and delegate according to legal requirements approxi¬
mately one month before the convention. It is there¬
fore imperative that names of all delegates be sub-

Sincerely,

Roger P. Olesen, President of the Congregation
Axel U. Larsen, Convention Committee Chm.
Richard H, Sorensen, Pastor.
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lowans to Convene in June
The 1960 convention of the Jowa District of AELYF

will be held at Luther Memorial Church, Des Moines,
Iowa, June 3, 4and 5. The registrations should be
sent to Vernon Johnson, Grand View College, Des
Moines 16, Iowa, as soon as possible. The fee is $1.00.

If any LYF has not paid its dues, they should do
so immediately so that voting rights may be granted.
Dues should be sent to Miss Diane Hansen, 107 Welch
Hall, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa.

Anew “group” plan will be in effect this year,
whereby each conventioneer will be assigned to a
particular group. Each of these will discuss apar-

Mr. Richard (Dick) Jessen, National AELYF presi- ticular'phase of LYF work, reporting its findings to
dent, will begin work on afull time basis June 1for the entire convention.

The tenta t ive schedule is as fo l lows:

Fr iday, June 3—

7:30 p. m.—Register, get acquaited, small group meet¬
ings, nominating and auditing committees
m e e t .

Saturday, June 4—

9:00 a. m.—Morning worship
10:00 a. m.—Business meeting
10:50 a. m.—Song break

11:10 a. m.—Business continued, election of vice presi¬
den t and adv i so r.

12:00 Noon—Lunch followed by atrip to amodem
shopping center for bowling and window
shopping.

3:30 p. m.—Presentation of group findings
6:00 p. m.—Banquet. Dr. Alfred J. Beil, President of

the Iowa Synod, ULCA, guest speaker
8:00 p. m.—Folk dancing
9:30 p. m.—Devotions

American Evangel ical Luth.
Youth Fe l lowship

E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

11 0 0 B o y d
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

Jessen to Direct Synod’s Youth

the period of the summer as Synod Youth Activities
Director. He has been selected by the National Board
and will have his office at 1100 Boyd Ave., Des Momes
16, Iowa.

Mr. Jessen is well known in youth work, not only
in the AELC, but also in other Lutheran bodies be¬
cause of his high caliber contributions at All-Lutheran
Youth meetings and gatherings. He has set up several

programs in AELYF, including the Leadershipn e w

Training Schools currently in operation.
One of the main emphasis this summer will be to

organize and put into effect acaravan program. Such
aprogram is composed of several young people who are
chosen on the basis of high quality leadership in dis¬
tr ic t act iv i t ies who wi l l v is i t var ious congregat ions.
At each stop, they will give assistance in program
planning, worship suggestions, recreation helps and
generally help to spark the local work. Tentative plans
call for two areas to be visited by Caravanners: The
Great Plains and the Lake Michigan districts.

T h e Yo u t h A c t i v i t i e s D i r e c t o r w i l l a l s o v i s i t a n
Augustana and possibly aULCA Leadership Training
School to observe their techniques and content so that
our own may be improved. He'will also plan to visit
other meetings of benefit to AELYF as awhole.

The Synod Youth Activities Director program grew
out of needs expressed by various groups to have aSunday, June 5—
full time director of programs and activities who could
also visit camps and other meetings. Last summer,
AELYF hired Everett Nielsen to do this work, paying 10:45 a. m.—Morning worship service
his salary and traveling expenses. At the AELC- con¬
vention in August, the synod voted to pay the salary
for 1960, for which the AELYF is very grateful.
AELYF will pay the traveling expenses.

9:45 a. m.—Bible study

12:00 Noon—Dinner and final announcements

One possible point for discussion will be the hope
that the Iowa District will support astudent as pai’t

Mr. Jessen, who will also visit various camps during of the International Christian Youth Exchange. At
the summer, will be planning the 1960-61 program least one Iowa congregation has already voted to par-
for this synod’s youth. Contacts for avisit from him ticipate in the one-way program. (Watch in afuture
should be made as soon as possible. issue for an article concerning Luther Memorial’s move

to do this.)
Editor Attends JYPC Meeting

Evere t t N ie lsen , ed i to r o f PAGING YOUTH, a t¬
t e n d e d a m e e t i n g o f t h e J o i n t Yo u t h P u b l i c a t i o n s
Council in Columbus, Ohio, on May 3. This attendance We hope the summer slump has not already hit you.
is aresult of the action taken at the Nysted convention We do know that proms and plans for graduation and
voting to become an “associate member” of JYPC summer jobs take alot of time, but don’t neglect your
which prints the topic and program manual currently LYF activities. And while you are planning, do some
in use by many LYFs. Results of the meeting will serious thinking about attending camp this summer. A

week at camp can be avery memorable experience.

Over the Typewi*iter
The reports of local groups is pretty slim this time!

be made known, soon.
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Oun. ' l i J o n J ^
MRS. AAGE PAULSEN, EDITOR

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

III, according to an announcement by Mrs. Peter D.
Thomsen, chairman of the program committee. The
Retreat will be held at Long Lake Camp, near Round
Lake, 111., on May 13, 14 and 15.

Miss Evelyn A. Stark, Execut ive Director of the
Augus tana Lu theran Church
Women, of Chicago, 111., will
speak Saturday evening on
“Missions Around the World,”
presenting slides from mission
areas in Japan, India, Africa,
Hong Kong and Taiwan..

M i s s S t a r k h a s s e r v e d t h e
Augustana Lutheran Church
as afull time employe for the
past twenty years. She served
as Director of Promotion and
Young Women’s Secretary for
the Women’s Missionary Society; as secretary in the
office of the Division of American Missions, National
Lutheran Council, Chicago, 111.; parish worker in Erhan-
uel Lutheran Church, Manchester, Conn., and Eben-
ezer Lu îhei'an ChrH?cli. Chicago, 111. She was employed
as executive Dn-ector the Women’s Missionary So¬
ciety in 1949 and continues in this capacity for the
new organization for women in the Augustana Lu¬
theran Church. Her office is maintained in Chicago
111., at 3939 Pine Grove Avenue.

Subscriptions
Moi'e reports of subscriptions to Lutheran Women.

Mrs. Holm reports Roscommon Junior Ladies’ Aid 100
per cent and reports from five other women’s groups
in District II. Mrs. Chadwick reports from District
I, and afew more reported from District VII. Thank
y o u . E . P .

W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t — D i s t r i c t I I I
MAY 13, 14 and 15, 1960

P R O G R A M
“ C o m e To S h a r e I n L i f e A b u n d a n t ”

Friday, May 13
3:00 p. m.—Arrive, coffee
4:00 p. m.—Registration
5:00 p. m.—“Let’s Get Acquainted,” singing
7:00 p. m.—Mixer
8:00 p. m.—Lecture: Why We Have Sects, Dr. Jo¬

hannes Knudsen, Chicago Lutheran Theo¬
logica l Seminary

9:00 p. m.—Coffee, campfire, evening devotions
Saturday, May 14

8 : 0 0 a . m . — B r e a k f a s t

9:00 a. m.—Singing
9:30 a. m.—Bible hour and devotions, Mrs. Alfred

Holgaard, Cl inton, Iowa
10:30 a. m.—Lecture: Why Stewardship?, Pastor Rob¬

ert S. Heide, Bethania Lutheran Church,
Racine, Wisconsin

11:30 a. m.—^Plan and prepare evening activity
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — D i n n e r

2:00 p. m.—Merger matters, apanel discussion
3:20 p. m.—Coffee
3:45 p. m.—Women’s Contribution to Church and

Community, discussion led by Mrs. Jo¬
h a n n e s . K n u d s e n

Miss Stark has been active in the youth program of
the Church serving in the Illinois Conference Luther
League and in the Augustana Luther League as an
officer and leader. Presently she is advisory member
of several of the boards of the church, including the
Board of Youth Activities, Board of American Missions

^Board of World Missions, and has been active in inter-
Lutheran work involving women’s auxiliaries

Mrs. Howard S. Bechtolt, 8246 S. Kimbark Avenue,
Chicago, 111,, amember of the
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
Women, will present as her
topic at the Sunday worship

" T h e L u t h e r a n
Church—Its Ecumenical Out¬
r e a c h . ”

5:30 p. m.—Supper
6:30 p. m.—Surprise?
7:30 p. m.—Missions Around The World, Miss Evelyn

A. Stark, Executive Director, Augustana
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h W o m e n

9:00 p. m.—Coffee, campfire, evening devotions

■■■"'A

s e r v i c e .

Mrs. Bechtolt, agraduate
ofWit tenberg Univers i ty,
Springfield, Ohio, and aform¬
er high school teacher, has
served in many capacities of
leadership within the United
Lutheran Church Women and
in ecumenical act ivi t ies. She

^ , i s p a s t p r e s i d e n t o f h e r l o c a l “ W o m e n o f t h e C h u r c h , ”
Two prominent church women from our merging of the Chicago Conference, ULCW, and of Illinois

churches will address the Women’s Retreat, District ULCW.

Sunday, May 15
8:00 a. m.—Breakfast I
9:00 a. m.—Evaluation of Retreat I

10:00 a. m.—Worship service. Address: The Lutheran 3
Church —Its Ecumenical Outreach, Mrs. 'M
Howard S. Bechtolt, United Lutheran
Church Women, Chicago, 111.

12:00 Noon—Dinner and farewells

For nine years she was amember of the
( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 3 )
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pared for further frustration and further long talks
with only minimal effect.
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O P I N I O N
A N D T H I S I S S U E G E T S i n t o p r e p a r a t i o n w h i l e w e

are attending the annual Studenterfest at Grand View
College, in Des Moines, Iowa. As our fingers move
across the keys we unconsciously keep time to the
folk-dance music floating through the window from
the exhibition going on outside on Grandview Avenue.
We w o n d e r h o w m a n y r e a d e r s o f T I D I N G S h a v e
gone through the delight of participating in Studenter¬
fest, as astudent and then later for “homecoming?”
T h e n u m b e r m u s t b e i n t h e t h o u s a n d s . O u r s c h o o l

makes adeposit in the character and personality of
students so that our synod life becomes of more than
casual interest. Perhaps many p)eople would not be
reading our paper at all if they had not experienced
the fraternity and sorority of life on the Des Moines
campus, and there were touched by the synod spirit. ●

COMMENT ● !
EVER SINCE Adlai Stevenson r isked elect ion to

the presidency by speaking forthrightly on the subject
of atom bomb testing, the world has been better aware
of mankind’s danger. Man’s intelligence is not able
to cope with his emotions, even in such areas as inter¬
national affairs. Despite awareness of great danger,
our suspicions have continued to rule over our com¬
mon sense, and we have preferred to remain on the
slightly insane path of bomb testing and of general
armaments. The disarmament talks have kept some
of us hopeful, but the results have not led to optimism;
one can be hopeful and still be realistic... .Our Western
culture, and the cultures prior to it, have not taken
the Fi f th Commandment about not k i l l ing to be an
absolute. Some things in our tradit ion have frankly
been thought to outweigh our reluctance about taking
life. Achieving and maintaining freedom, combatting
tyranny —such things have often in our civilizafion
been thought so important that there was justification
for taking action which involved the loss of life. (The
current flurry of excitement over capital punishment
recalls one more instance where many people are
convinced that death as atool is anecessary evil.)
Reflective people must weigh for themselves as care¬
fully as possible the factors involved. What are the
circumstances under which the important values are
so threatened as to justify killing? Absolute pacifists
have maintained that there are no such circumstances,
but most people have assumed that there are. Foreign
policy of great nations has always been conducted
and judged on this basis. The effectiveness of modern
weapons, however, is ample cause for rethinking
the part of every individual Christian. We cannot
justify any course of action today which is calculated
t o l e a d t o t h e g e n e r a l d e s t r u c t i o n w h i c h
c l e a r w e a p o n s m a k e p o s s i b l e a n d i n e v i t a b l e . I t
is said that our policy is one of nuclear deterrence —
prevention of the use of nuclear weapons. Nuclear
deterrence, it is said, makes possible the preservation
of the values of freedom, diversity and cultural growth.
To preserve them, almost any risk is tolerable. Never¬
theless, thoughtful people must try in every way to
minimize the risk. Our first efforts are to do this
technically. Within afew years, it appears that
can so design and construct our nuclear defense system
and our offensive potential that no rational purpose
could be served by the Soviet Union in starting a
nuclear war. When this stage is reached, there is
hope that there would be little purpose in either side
in acclerating the arms race. When this point is
reached, it should be possible to begin to see real
progress on disarmament. Agreements on the control
and regulation of armaments which would reduce
the risk of nuclear war will then emerge, in the
opinion of this writer. Until then, we must be pre-

WE HAVE LIKEWISE been through Pastors’ In¬
stitute this week, and the schedule this year was un¬
usually stimulating. Sharply contrasted personalities
appeared on the program. The theme was “Faith and
Culture,” relating man’s aesthetic and intellectual life
to his ethic and to his spiritual profundities. Dean
Kildegaard presented abrief analysis of the history
of the immigrant Dane and his church life (Ethnic
in Exile) which will be published in part in the next
i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

ONE OTHER DES MOINES event took place dur¬
ing the week, and this was our main reason for making
the long trip. The Council of' Ecumenical Studies
has two major meetings ayear, and one of these
occurred during the week. This year one of the
subjects under study was so current and of such general
interest that the Council conducted apanel meeting
on the program of Pastors’ Institute. The topic: Pop¬
ulation Explosion. Three extremely interesting papers
were presented (by Ove Nielsen, Axel Kildegaard and
Mrs. Ernest Nielsen) considering various phases of
the sub ject . In the next issue of LUTHERAN TID¬
INGS we hope to be able to present the gist of the
discussion and papers in aspecial article. The second
topic for discussion was the subject of church taxa¬
tion, especially as it concerns the recent local Cali¬
fornia disturbances in this areg. The members of the
Council represent many divisions of synod work, and
the studies are extremely helpful in clarifying and
directing the thinking of these specialists, on major
problems of the day. Dr. Alfred Jensen is chairman
of the Council, and Howard Christensen is secretary.
The Council reports each year to the Annual Conven¬
t i o n .

o n

n u -

w e

Needed

ABible and anewspaper in every house, agood
school in every district —all studied and appreciated
as they merit —are the principal support of virtue
morality and civil liberty.

- - F r a n k l i n ,
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Rural Life Sunday Observance
May 22, 1960

E . W . M U E L L E R

HE OBSERVANCE of Rural Life Sunday in our
count ry i s t raced back to an even t wh ich
occurred in France many centuries ago. How¬
ever, the basic thoughts which are the foun¬

dation stones for the observance of Rural Life Sunday
a r e a s o l d a s t h e s t o n e s t h a t C a i n a n d A b e l u s e d t o
build the altars on which they laid their thank-offer¬
ings. Both performed the same act of worship. The
one met w i th God’s favor ; the o ther d id not . The
difference lay in the area of faith.

The basic thought of Rural Life Sunday is man’s
dependence on the blessings of the Creator for his
livelihood. In the simple agrarian way of life this
was expressed when man sowed and reaped in faith
and used the fruits of the ftelds to satisfy the needs
of neighbor and self. Where faith was str.ong it was
done in away that made for contentment and growth.
Life found its highest expression in the joyful acknowl-

-edgment of God as Creator and Redeemer.
Today we have amuch more complex society. The

agricultural way of life no longer can stand by itself.
It is closely related to industry and urban living. The
farmers dependency on industry has not made him
less dependent on the Creator. The opposite is true.
The more interrelated society becomes and the more
impersonal the relations are, the greater the need that
men see themselves as having the same Creator and
Redeemer. In this picture of complex interrelatedness
the church observes Rural Life Sunday.

The sin of the misuse of something good is always
present. It is for us to rule over this sin.

Rural Life Sunday observance is not for the purpose
of glorifying^ aparticular way of life. We need to
be careful that no one receives the impression that
we are worshipping God’s creation. The Creator
alone is worthy of our adoration. There is adanger
in speaking of the holy earth. God alone is holy!

Rural Life Sunday observance reminds us that
are earth people who are fed by God through the
medium of the soil. People today eat out of the Hand
of God just as much as did the children of Israel when
they ate the manna in the wilderness, or when Jesus
fed the five thousand in Gal i lee. The d i f ference is
that today God uses the orderly processes of nature.

This Luther has expressed so beautifully for
his explanation to the first article. It is the last
tence of this explanation that aproper observance of
Rural Life Sunday will emphasize; namely, “For all
of which Iam in duty bound to thank, praise, serve
and obey Him.”

This is done in the everyday situations of life —
sowing the wheat and planting the corn is one of those
situations, but not the only one. Millions of people
never plant or sow. They too are dependent on God.
They too need to serve and obey Him. Our Christian
faith must become enmeshed with land, machines.

factories. Our God is not just aSunday God or a
church God. He is the God of the field, of the factory,
of the farm organization, of the labor union, and of
the legislative hall. The simple blessing of seed and
soi l serve to remind us how down-to-earth God is.
How near He is to us. Yet we worship Him in awe
and adore His majesty.

The farmer is ever at work improving the fertility
of his fields with crop rotation. He reshapes his fields
through contours and grass waterways to make them
more protective.

God also is at work in His field, which is mankind.
Sometimes He runs His subsoiler, the law, over His
land to loose up unproductive soil and make it
receptive to the gentle rains. We need more fully to
understand what God is after as He performs His
work to develop His people. It is not adequate to say
He is only interested in their eternal salvation.

This answers for us the question. What is God’s
goal for man? It does not tell us what is the Divine
role of the redeemed individual as he waits for the
Lord to come again. Surely it is not just to sit. Here
the Church must offer the people aids in away so
they can take hold of them and use them.

Iwould like to make afew suggestions to the people
who belong to town and country churches. Iwould
like to begin by looking at the word “work.”

We have often equated work with production. We
have said that man’s basic role is to produce. In *
many areas we have more than solved the problem
of production. Then we began to speak of man’s role
as aconsumer. By means of planned programs
have sought to increase people’s capacity to
so man could continue in his role of producer. This
does not make sense. It is not wrong to produce. It
is not wrong to consume. But it is wrong to say
that it is the basic role of man. Producing and
suming ai’e ameans to an end. God would use them
as means. They give man cause for praise. They
give him the capacity and the opportunity to

God as He works in His field, mankind, is interested
in the development of the people He has redeemed.
He is interested in their growth. Man finds his highest
development in fellowship with God and in service
to his neighbor. God is not content to work with
mental concepts. He is at work with people who have
flesh and b lood .

People live in families —in asmall fellowship like
two roommates in an apartment, or 500 or 10,000 peo¬
ple in acommunity. People work on afarm or in an
office or in agrain elevator or in avillage,
that development can take place. It is here that
ices can be rendered to aneighbor in Christ’s name.
It is in the service of his neighbor that man finds
h i s r e a l r o l e .

Rural Life Sunday observance can help people to
(Continued on Page 16)
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Rural Li fe Note From Abroad

Uplift CenterAgriculture
D R . A . R U S S E L L S T E V E N S O N

villagers eating their food, speaking their language,
and working beside them in their fields.

T h e c h i e f d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e m i s t h a t D a v i d
has adegree in Agricultural Science from an English
university, has mastered the proper ways to plant,
cult ivate and harvest r ice, and —what is most im¬
portant —knows how to pass this on to Pakistanis
who still are doing things in centuries-old ways.

The Khulna Center’s purpose is to become the very
best farm in the country, and to encourage individual
fa rmers to come and see fo r themse lves the d i f fe rence
that is made by modern methods of cultivation under
n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s i d e n t i c a l t o t h o s e o f t h e i r o w n fi e l d s .

Stockley gets his message across by farming his
own eight acres, cut down afew years..ago from thirty
by agovernmental requisition of the land for building
purposes. The result of patient experimentation and
of improved methods of planting seed, preparation of
the soil, fertilizers, better plowing and other J‘new”
ideas is abumper rice crop.

It is there for everyone to see and copy.
The vi l lagers’ eyes grow wide with wonder when

they see for themselves what is happening at Khulna.
Invariably the question is planted in their minds, “If
it can be done here why can’t Ido it?”

* * * *

Stockley is an effective teacher. He is blunt and
to-the-point. He hasn’t time for diplomatic phrases.
Sometimes he loses patience with villagers who have
ignored his advice.

“I showed you what to do but you didn’t do it,” he
will say in effect, “now don’t complain to me.'
village friends respect his forthrightness.

(In his assignment as program director for Church World
Service, Dr. Stevenson’s duties take him into every part of
the free world where projects supported by American
churches bring both promise and realization of abetter
l i fe to mi l l ions of the wor ld ’s neediest . In th is ar t ic le he
tells the story of apractical Christian agricultural mission¬
ary who, working side by side with the impoverished vil¬
lagers, is helping them to help themselves.)

AVID STOCKLEY is atall, heavy-set redhead
in his early thirties. -He looks like aBritish
farmer —set him down anywhere from Dorset
t o N o r t h u m b e r l a n d a n d h e w o u l d s e e m t o

have grown out of the soil. But David Stockley’s pres¬
ent farm is along way from his ancestral England. It
is in Khulna, forty miles from the city of Jessore in
E a s t P a k i s t a n .

To get to Khulna from Jessore you travel four
h o u r s o n o n e o f t h e s l o w e s t r a i l r o a d s i n t h e w o r l d .
Then you walk along acrowded, dirty street amid the
seething confusion of men, animals and vehicles, past
aBaptist mission church, and you come to the edge
of Stockley’s project. It is called the Khulna Agri¬
cu l tura l and Vi l lage Upl i f t Center. And i t i s work¬
ing amodern-day miracle.

The “farm” at the Khulna Agricultural and Vil lage
Uplift Center, as farms in England or America go, is
small in size —only eight acres.

But as the loaves and fishes, which were only
seven —being five and two —were multiplied until
“ the mult i tude... . did eat and were fil led,” the fruits
of David Stockley’s labors at Khulna too are mult i¬
plied many thousandfold and because of them hungry
m u l t i t u d e s o f P a k i s t a n i a r e f e d .

H i s

Am iss i ona ry o f t he B r i t i sh Bap t i s t Boa rd , i t i s
sobering to realize that David Stockley is the only
agricultural missionary in all of East Pakistan, a
country whose forty million people live mainly in
tiny villages and whose entire and precarious sub¬
s is tence mus t be wres ted f rom the so i l .

Iwent to Khulna in November during atwo month
journey for Church World Service, ajourney that
t o o k m e t o fi f t e e n c o u n t r i e s i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t a n d
Asia. Through such appeals as the One Great Hour
of Sharing, our churches provide Stockley with “lever¬
age” money, the funds over and above his mission
board’s appropriation which allows the leeway to
experiment and to invest in awide variety of projects
that build for the future even as they serve the present.

Ifound him in his usual dress, apair of old trousers
rolled up to the knees, ashirt with an open collar that
had seen lots of wear, and bare feet.

Bengali villagers don’t wear shoes to wade into
their rice paddies, and David Stockley lives the life
of aBengali villager. He spends days at atime with

Stockley explained why the rice yield in East Paki¬
s t a n i s s o u n c e r t a i n a n d s o l o w .

The area has possibly the heaviest rainfall in the
world, as much as three hundred inches ayear. Seed
improperly planted washes away. In times of drought,
there is inadequate irrigation.

The villagers still use wooden plows which pene¬
trate only afew inches. Seed selection is unknown,
there is no pest or disease control, harvesting is by
a r c h a i c m e t h o d s . .

The staff at Khulna is proving that practically all
these things can be overcome with amodest amount
of knowledge, careful methods, and with inexpensive
but improved tools.

* :(t H!

In addition to rice and other field ci’ops, the Khulna
farm has begun to experiment with fruit trees. —
banana, mango, guava, fig, cocoanut.

Apoultry project was started five years ago with
flocks of Rhode Island Reds and white leghorns. Eggs,
three times the size of the eggs available in the villageŝ

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )
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She has served on the leadership training
staff of many Lutheran and interdenomina¬
t i o n a l s u m m e r i n s t i t u t e s .

The program for the Retreat also offers
l e c t u r e s b y D r. J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n a n d
Pastor Robert S. Heide; Bible hour led
by Mrs. Alfred' Holgaard; discussion on
“Women’s Contribution to Church and Com¬
munity” led by Mrs. Johannes Knudsen;
and apanel discussion on Merger Matters,
on which Miss Stark and Mrs. Bechtolt will
par t ic ipate .

We invite all women of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church to attend our
Retreat. The cost is nominal —$1 for
registration and $11 for meals and lodging.
Please register, enclosing your $1, before
May 6. Write to: Mrs. Peter D. Thomsen,
1044 Elmwood Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois.

Emilie Stockholm,
Publicity Chairman.

All About Studenterfest, Honors
and Smart People!

Wouldn ' t you j us t know i t ? In ou r en¬
thusiasm about the coming of Spring (see
LT Apr i l 20) , we over looked the fact that
Ap r i l i s some t imes qu i t e cap r i c i ous ! No t
o n l y h a v e w e h a d S p r i n g , b u t S u m m e r,
too, and the “nat ives o f Des Moines te l l
us that there was alayer of snow on the
ground for Easter! This proves to be only
ha l f the s to ry, because th is morn ing the
temperature was acold and damp 38. It
i s n o w s u n n y, a n d f a r f r o m w a r m , b u t .
w e a r e g r a t e f u l f o r t h e s u n s h i n e . T h e
gymnastics e.xhibition was put on outdoors,
b u t i t w a s c o o l . W o n d e r w h a t t h i s a f t e r ¬
noon will do to the folk dancing. We noticed
that in the past, some of the neighborhood
f o l k s t o o d a r o u n d t o w a t c h . I f w e h a v e
t o g o i n s i d e f o r t h e f o l k d a n c i n g , t h e r e
wi l l be some who wi l l not see and enjoy
t h a t p a r t o f S t u d e n t e r f e s t . T h e p l a y i s
c u t e , a n d w e l o o k f o r w a r d t o t w o g o o d
p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f i t . F o r t h e b e n e fi t o f
t h o s e w h o c a n n o t b e w i t h u s w e s h a l l e n ¬
deavor to give areport of Studenterfest
n e x t t i m e . T h e r e i s s u c h a v a s t a m o u n t
o f w o r k t h a t g o e s w i t h p u t t i n g o n t h i s
event that we could wish that many, many
more might be able to see, hear and enjoy
i t w i t h u s .

The name of our new magazine featuring
t h e w r i t i n g o f G V C s t u d e n t s , i s L U R . I t
contains poetry, s tor ies, character studies
and other features usual ly in demand for
inclusion in agood magazine. It really
i s a m o s t w o r t h w h i l e l i t t l e p u b l i c a t i o n .
It sells for 50c, and may be had through
t h e G V C b o o k s t o r e .

Our faculty continues to make "news
in Des Moines. Mr. Harry Jensen has
been elected to the board of directors of
the Des Moines C iv ic Mus ic Assoc ia t ion .
Nice huh? (We think so!)

D i d y o u k n o w t h a t 3 3 s t u d e n t s w e r e
presented with Honor Society pins recent¬
ly? Three gold pins were awarded to
students with a3.25 grade point average
for three semesters, and silver pins
awarded to 30 students who maintained
this same average for one semester. One
of our- coeds, Virginia Marshall,
awarded the Chemistry Handbook in rec¬
ognition of her outstanding work in chem¬
istry. This is the first time in the history
of GVC that this honor has been won by
the fairer sex. Since we are on the sub¬
ject of superior people, intellectually speak¬
ing, we thought you might like to know that
one of our-former students, Bruce Mikel,
of Detroit, Michigan, and at present a
student at Princeton University,
cently elected to the honorary national
scholastic society. Phi Beta Kappa. How’s
that for an honor? Congratulations!

We have two more opportunities to tell
LT readers all (ALL?, well nearly all)
about the goings on at Grand View. Maybe
we can do alittle better next time. We’ve
had ahectic time this past week, and I
could use alittle sleep, “Sleep, what’s
that?”, quips my roommate. Well maybe
in amonth or so when school is out, we
can all take aday or so to find out just
what sleep is. Might prove an interesting

■ I n f o , I n c .

a

w e r e
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Women’s Retreat-District II
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,

JUNE 27, 28 and 29
Theme: “Tomorrow’s Mission Work”

PLACE: Acomfortable camp on the
shores of be^tiful Portage Lake at One-
kama, Michigan, just north of Manistee.

COME and enjoy inspirational talks in
arelaxed atmosphere.

HAVE fun, swimming, boating, play
shuffleboard, read, visit and have the joy
of renewing old friendships and making
n e w o n e s .

ACCOMMODATIONS are excellent. Rest
rooms completely modern and adequate.
We have the facilities: all we need is YOU!

COME and bring afriend. Leave
housework behind you and enjoy
f r e e d a y s . N O K . P.

Meals and lodging $10. Registration $1.
Registration may be made, and further
information received by writing:

Mrs. Clara E. Petersen, 301 Third St.,
Manistee, Mich.; Mrs. Christine Anderson,
307 McKee Street, Manistee, Mich.; or Mrs.
Donald Holm, 300 Walnut St., Manistee,
M i c h .

Complete programs will be sent later.

w a s r e -

y o u r

c a r e -

experiment! ! !

but will now be moving to Maywood, 111.,
i n J u n e .

Cedar Fails, Iowa. Theology Candidate
Everett Nielsen was guest preacher in
Bethlehem Church here April 3, during
the Leadership Training School for Luther
Leaguers held that week end in the church.

O U R C H U R C H

. C l i n t o n , I o w a . P a s t o r a n d M r s . E i l e r t
N i e l s e n w i l l o b s e r v e t h e i r 4 0 t h w e d d i n g
a n n i v e r s a r y o n M a y 1 4 ( t h e a c t u a l d a y
i s M a y 1 2 ) . P a s t o r N i e l s e n w i l l a l s o b e
congra tu la ted on the 40 th ann iversary o f
h i s o r d i n a t i o n .

Des Moines, Iowa. Ar thur A. Marck has
recen t l y been appo in ted to the impor tan t
p o s t o f e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r f o r L u t h e r a n
W e l f a r e i n t h e s t a t e o f I o w a . A G r a n d
V i e w a l u m n u s , c o m i n g f r o m o u r D e t r o i t
congrega t ion o r ig ina l l y, A r thur Marck has
b e e n w i t h t h e L u t h e r a n W e l f a r e i n I o w a
s ince 1954 . He and h is w i fe , the fo rmer
Anna Mar ie Skov, have s ix ch i ld ren , and
t h e y a r e m e m b e r s o f L u t h e r M e m o r i a l
Church here—The Lenten program in this
c h u r c h e m p h a s i z e d “ T h e C i ’ o s s a n d t h e
Arts.” One of the evenings was given to
the presentation of the ancient “morality
play” called “Everyman,” the best-known
of the miracle plays of the middle ages,
the author of which is unknown. The play
was given again during Pastors’ Institute.
Dean Axel Kildegaard served as pastor
of the congregation during the past year.

N e b r a s k a G a t h e r e d
APRIL 22-24, 1960

Another “Fellowship Week End” at Ny-
sted has come and gone, and we who
at tended g ive thanks to God for the fe l¬
lowship, the speakers, discussion and the
wqather (it was perfect on Saturday and
Sunday). Attendance was good —they
say the best ever. There were 50 for the
evening meal on Friday, 80 Saturday noon,
and 60 for the Sunday dinner. Brigita
and Herta Jacobsen served delicious meals
and the ladies of the Nysted congregation
changed off furnishing and serving lunch
in the afternoons and evenings. For this
w e t h a n k t h e m .

We had alittle difficulty in getting
started. Three cars protested while en
r o u t e . O n e w a s t h a t i n w h i c h P a s t o r
Folmer Farstrup of Cordova was riding.
He was to have spoken at 2:30 on Friday
afternoon, but didn’t get there before six
that evening. Nevertheless we started: an
interesting story was read, we had coffee,

Women’s Retreat—District III
(Continued from Page 9)

national board, ULCW, serving as first
vice president and chairman of the Per¬
sonnel Committee. Mrs. Bechtolt has the
distinction of being the first woman dele¬
gate to sit in the biennial convention of
the United Lutheran Church, Cleveland,
1946. Presently, she is an elected member
of the national board of Deaconess Work,
U L C A .

Mrs. Bechtolt is an active member of
the United Church Women of Greater Chi¬
cago, of which she is apast president.
Presently she serves on the state and
national boards of the United Church
Women of America. During 1955-58 she
was national chairman for the “Church
Woman” and member of the Administra¬
tive Committee. In 1950 she wa^ alternate
delegate to the constituting convention of
the National Council of Churches of Chi-ist.
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and Otto Hoiberg gave avery interesting
lecture telling of his two years in Turkey.
That evening he showed pictures and told
about their t r ip to Palest ine.

There was singing before and after each
session, and two short sessions of singing
each evening, led by Marylin Larkowski.
with her husband. Pastor Lavern Larkow¬
ski. at the piano.

Saturday started with morning devotions,
then breakfast, alecture by Pastor Erik
Mol le r on “Chr is t ian L i fe i s aP i lg r image
and aclosing lecture by Dr. Hoiberg. After
this, the women of the district had ameet¬
ing while the men, led by Pastor Farstrup,
discussed capital punishment.

After dinner we were introduced to Au-
gustana and ULCA. Pastor Sabin Swenson
of Omaha, president of the Nebraska Con¬
ference of the Augustana Church, and Mr.
Howard Petersen of Grand Island, aULCA
layman, gave us historical background
and the functional operation of their re¬
spective churches. After coffee, apanel
discussion on the proposed merger of the
AELC, Augustana, Suomi and ULCA was
had. In the evening there was singing,
and the movie, “One Foot in Heaven” was
s h o w n .

On Sunday, Pastor GolbeQ^:, superinten¬
dent of the 360-member (and still ex¬
panding) “Good Samaritan Retirement Vil¬
lage” of Hastings, Nebraska, preached the

and lectured in the afternoon on
An Eye for the Future,” the purpose of

which was to help us grow old gracefully.
The meeting closed with coffee Sunday

afternoon. It is the opinion of this writer
that it was afruitful meeting, and Iwish
to thank those who made this possible by
their at tendance and their contr ibut ion.

Ca r l Lau rsen , D i rec to r.

with Jewish and Christ ian ethics and with
t h e w i l l o f G o d .

First reports f rom the scene at Sharpe-
v i l l e inc luded descr ip t ions o f the ac t i v i t y
of Afr ican Salvat ion Army workers in uni¬
fo rms, and o f an Af r i can min is te r o f re¬
l ig ion, in br inging help to the wounded.

I n E n g l a n d , C h r i s t i a n A c t i o n , a m o v e ¬
ment prominent in previous support for
protests against South Afr ican government
p o l i c y, s e n t m o n e y t o a i d r e l a t i v e s a n d
d e p e n d e n t s o f t h e s h o o t i n g v i c t i m s a n d
c a l l e d a p u b l i c m e e t i n g i n L o n d o n o n
M a r c h 2 8 .

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geof¬
f r e y F i s h e r , a s k e d a l l m e m b e r s o f t h e
Church of England to support an appeal
for prayer made by Dr. Joost de Blank,
the Anglican Archbishop of Capetown.

In amessage sent to aconference being
held at Kitwe in Northern Rhodesia to con¬
s i d e r t h e p r o b l e m s o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n o f
Central Africa, the general secretary and
s t a f f o f t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s
alluded to mounting interracial tension in
s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s .

Greeting the Rhodesian meeting, which
has been called by the Commission of the
Churches on International Affairs, the WCC
s t a f f g i ' o u p , l e d b y D r. W. A . V i s s e r ’ t
Hooft, assured the participants of “our
prayers for your conference, convened to
face difficult problems at atime of racial
tragedy and violence in several parts of
t h e w o r l d , w h i c h h a v e s h o c k e d t h e
churches. Remembering the Evanston con¬
viction that segregation is contrary to the
G o s p e l , w e p r a y f o r s p e e d y r e m o v a l o f
the causes of such affronts to humanity,
wherever they occur today and for recon¬
ciliation and justice” said the message.

(The 1954 Evanston Assembly of the
World Council of Churches urged the WCC’s
m e m b e r c h u r c h e s “ t o r e n o u n c e a l l f o r m s
o f s e g r e g a t i o n o r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d t o
w o r k f o r t h e i r a b o l i t i o n w i t h i n t h e i r o w n
life and within society.”)

In atelegram addressed to the Arch¬
bishop of Durban, Joseph Cardinal Frings,
Archbishop of Cologne, expresses his horror
at the action of the police in South Africa.
The t e l eg ram reads ; “Ho r r i fied a t b l ood¬
shed of defenseless people even including
women stop Igreet you and pray for
peaceful solution of the problems in South
A f r i c a .

4:30 p. m.—Address by Pastor Verner Han
J J

s e n .

6:00 p. m.—Supper ●
7:00 p. m.—Women's Miss ionary Soc ie ty

meet ing.
8:00 p. m.—Program presented by the host

c o n g r e g a t i o n . P a s t o r N i e l s
N i e l s e n o f F r e s n o w i l l c l o s e
the evening with devotions.

Sunday
9 & 11 a . m . — M o r n i n g w o r s h i p w i t h h o l y

c o m m u n i o n . P a s t o r O w e n
Gramps of Watsonville will de¬
l i v e r t h e m e s s a g e . V e r n e r
Hansen of Los Angeles will
conduct the l i turgy.

12:30 p. m.—Banquet.
3:00 p. m.—Dedication of the new building

a t F i r s t L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f
W a t s o n v i l l e . P a s t o r A . E . F a r ¬

s t r u p , V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e
A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h ¬
eran Church w i l l pe r fo rm the
a c t o f d e d i c a t i o n . P a u l N u s -
s le , Ca l i f o rn ia D is t r i c t P res i¬
dent , w i l l de l iver the ded ica¬
tory message.

C H U R C H E S D E P L O R E S O U T H
A F R I C A N V I O L E N C E

(Geneva)—A wave of protest has come
from churches in many countries following
the bloodshed when police fired on African
demonstrators who were protest ing against
the pass laws at Sharpeville and Langa,
S o u t h A f r i c a .

T h e C h r i s t i a n C o u n c i l o f S o u t h A f r i c a
a s k e d f o r a p r o m p t g o v e r n m e n t i n q u i r y.
T h e R e v. B a s i l B r o w n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e
C o u n c i l ’ s A c t i o n C o m m i t t e e , s a i d t h a t
“large-scale shooting of African men, wom¬
en and children cannot go unchallenged.
I t i s a s h o c k t o t h e C h r i s t i a n c o n s c i e n c e
o f S o u t h A f r i c a .

The Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church
in Johannesburg passed aresolution ex¬
pressing “grave concern and regret” at
t h e i n c i d e n t s .

The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg,
Dr. Ambrose Reeves, early called for a
judicial inquiry. He afterwards repeated
the demand in as ta tement issued on be¬
ha l f o f amul t i - rac ia l “Commi t tee o f Four¬
teen” opposed to apartheid.

T h e s t a t e m e n t c i t e d s w o r n 2 i f t i d a v i t s
made in hospitals by victims of the shooting
at Sharpeville. According to Dr. Reeves the
persons interviewed agreed with European
observers in est imat ing the crowd of
demonstrators at 4,000. Tl ie South Afr ican
government had set the figure at 20,000.

Two of one hundred affidavits said some
African children had thrown stones, but
other affidavits did not mention this claim.

Dr. Reeves said the greater proportion
o f hosp i t a l pa t i en t s unde r t r ea tmen t had
b e e n w o u n d e d i n t h e b a c k .

H e e m p h a s i z e d t h a t t h e C o m m i t t e e o f
Fourteen wanted people overseas to know
t h a t a g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f w h i t e S o u t h
Afi icans were shocked by what occur red .

In Johannesburg, Chief Rabbi L. I .
Rabinowitz voiced the hope that the shoot¬
ings might be aturning point in race rela¬
tions in South Afr ica and that there would
be “a gradual ascent from the depths to
which we have now descended, to a
healthier relationship more in accordance

s e r m o n
i t

C a l i f o r n i a C o n v e n t i o n
Program

Fi rs t Lu the ran Church o f Wa tsonv i l l e
A l t a V i s t a S t r e e t

Fr iday
7:00 p. m.—Registration in the church.
8:00 p. m.—Opening address; “A Mission

to the Chromosomes , ” Pas to r
John Ar thur, Execut ive Di rec¬
t o r o f t h e L u t h e r a n S t u d e n t
Founda t ion o f Nor the rn Ca l i¬
fo rn ia and pas tor to s tudents
a t S t a n f o r d a n d S a n J o s e S t a t e .
He has recently accepted the
position of Western Regional
representative fof'the Division

■of College and University Work,
N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l . H e

is amember o f the Augustana
C h u r c h . A d i s c u s s i o n a n d c o f ¬
fee hour will follow. «

Saturday
9:00 a. m.—Regist rat ion in the church.
9:30 a. m.—Opening worship: Pastor A. E.

F a r s t r u p , V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f
t h e C a l i f o r n i a D i s t r i c t , S o l -
v a n g .

1 0 : 1 5 a . m . — B u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — L u n c h e o n .

1:30 p. m.—Solvang Lutheran Home annual
meet ing .

3:00 p. m.—Coffee hour.
3:30 p. m. ●District business resumed.

EPS, Geneva.

C C I A A P P E A L S T O E I S E N H O W E R
F O R A T O M T E S T C O N T R O L S

( N e w Yo r k ) — D r . 0 . F r e d e r i c k N o l d e ,
d i r e c t o r o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f t h e C h u r c h e s
o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s , i n a c o m m u n i c a ¬
t i o n s e n t t o P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r , h a s
urged that the United States should imme¬
diately declare its readiness to negotiate
afina l t r ea t y on t he cessa t i on o f nuc lea r
tests where detection is now possible and
to make formal arrangements for alimited
moratorium on underground explosions of
small nuclear weapons.

Th is , t he commun ica t i on s ta ted , shou ld
be done on condition that the Soviet Union
agrees to reasonably adequate provisions
for inspection and control in areas where
tests are finally banned and arrangements
for international research procedures de¬
signed to devise methods of inspection and
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R u r a l L i f e A b r o a d Bishops Condemn Forced
C o l l e c t i v i s a t i o n

(Berl in)—Methods used to speed up the
Communist Government ’s pol icy of col lec¬
tive farming in East Germany (DDR) have
drawn aunanimous letter of protest from
Protestant b ishops there.

The protest was addressed to DDR Presi¬
dent Otto (^rotewohl and sent to parishes
throughout East Germany.

“Farmers are being forced against their
will to enter the agricultural cooperatives,
say the bishops. “The-state legal officers,
the police and the state security organs
are being roped in to exercise economic,
political and moral pressure on farmers;
a n d t h e n t h e f a r m e r s h a v e t o m a k e a
written statement that they are joining the
cooperat ive ‘of thei r own accord’ .

Ilie letter goes on to say that this is an
infringement of human dignity and con¬
s c i e n c e a n d t h e C h u r c h c a n n o t

Farm Project Aids Chinese Refugees
Por to A leg re , B raz i l—(L \VF)—The s to ry

of how Lutherans are giving refugees from
C o m m u n i s t C h i n a a n e w s t a r t i n l i f e b y
resettlement as farmers in the rural part
of Hong Kong colony was to ld in areport
presented to the Lutheran Wor ld Federa¬
t i on Execu t i ve Commi t t ee a t i t s mee t i ng
h e r e .

gram. Deacon Daniel Nelsson,
l a y w o r k e r w h o i s a s s i s t a n t d i r e c t o r o f
the federatioh’s large refugee aid operation
in Hong Kong.

“The fi rs t fa rm ing se t t lement w i th n ine
houses, pig sties and chicken coops was
completed in 1959 (and) another i s b e ¬
ing prepared,” repor ted Dr. Hoffman. Be¬
sides the $300 for adwelling, the LWF
provides $100 for the sties and coops, and
aself-support grant of between ^0 and
$85 to buy the livestock and poultry to put
i n t h e m .

“ T h e o t h e r o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e i n t h e
Hong Kong program during the past year,
t h e w o r l d s e r v i c e e x e c u t i v e s a i d ,
the erection and completion of the hospital
i n t h e N e w Te r r i t o r i e s a r e a .

T h e i n s t i t u t i o n t o w h i c h h e r e f e r r e d w a s

t h e C h i e n A i H o s p i t a l a t F a n l i n g , w h i c h
w a s f o r m a l l y o p e n e d o n M a r c h 11 a t a
ceremony p res ided over by the governor
of the colony. It has 50 beds and can take

' 1 0 0 o u t - p a t i e n t s a d a y.
Dr. Hoffman reported that the new medi-

a S w e d i s h
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D e s p e r a t e l y i n n e e d o f a p l a c e t o l i v e
a n d a w a y t o e a r n a l i v i n g , t h e r e f u g e e
families are provided aplot of govern¬
m e n t - d o n a t e d a r a b l e l a n d a n d , o n e a s y
repayment terms, acottage costing $3CtO
and acash loan to buy such things as
pigs, chickens, tools and seed.

Growth o f ase l f -he lp p rogram inc lud ing
p r o j e c t s l i k e t h i s f a r m i n g o n e h a s b e e n
a m o n g t h e “ e s p e c i a l l y n o t a b l e d e v e l o p ¬
m e n t s i n t h e LW F w o r k a m o n g C h i n e s e
refugees in Hong Kong during ^the past
year, ” Director Bengt Hoffman of the De¬
p a r t m e n t o f Wo r l d S e r v i c e i n f o r m e d t h e
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e .

3 1

i t

w a s

r e m a i n

silent, though the bishops say it is not
the Church ’s task to dec ide on the
nomic questions involved, only on the
human factors involved in enforcement of
the policy.

The writers close by asking President
Grotewohl tp see that peace and human
dignity are preserved among the German
people.

The German Evangelical Church of the
Union also voiced “serious anxiety
implementation of the DDR farm policy
at the March meeting of its Council.

Acommunique addressed to pastors of
the EKU in East Germany urged them
to support their members with God’s Word
“so that they do not give way to fatigue,
despair and unbelief, but remain loyal to
their Protestant faith in spite of the change

'in their conditions, and live like Christians.”
The EKU includes the churches of Berlin-

Brandenburg, Pomerania, Silesia, the Pro¬
vince of Saxony, Westphalia and the Rhine¬
l a n d .

3 1
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about 500 destitute refugee
family units have become self-supporting cal facility would have its own board,
thanks to the efforts of the LWF/WS to “with (some) members appointed by the
find markets for their products in the local Chinese church,” and that “provision
western world,” he said. “Those who is made for pastoral service at the hospital
have found ameans of livelihood in this in cooperation with local missions and
way have been given minor loans for c h u r c h . ”
the erection of houses to replace their He disclosed that in India the LWF/WS
ramshackle refugee dwellings.” p lans to jo in w i th na t iona l and Amer ican

Christ ian rel ief agencies in “a coordinated
a c t i o n ” o f a s s i s t a n c e t o s o m e o f t h e m i l ¬
lions of displaced persons from Pakistan
now l iv ing in the West Bengal area.

In 1959,

1 3
o v e r

Support for LWF refugee projects such
a s t h e f a r m i n g o n e i s p r o v i d e d b y t h e
f e d e r a t i o n ’ s m e m b e r C h u r c h e s a n d n a ¬

t i o n a l c o m m i t t e e s t h r o u g h b o t h t h e d e ¬
partment’s regular annual $1.5 million pro¬
gram and its special $1 million World
Refugee Year program. Until now, Swe¬
dish groups have been the chief contribu¬
t o r s t o t h e f a r m s c h e m e .

D r . H o f f m a n s a i d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f

the farm pro jects “ is in the hands of the
leader of the LWF/WS self-support pro-

In Jordan, the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency, which recently was given
anew three-year mandate, has advised
t h e f e d e r a t i o n t h a t i t w i s h e s i t t o c o n t i n u e

administer ing the famous Augusta Victor ia
Hospital in Jerusalem with UN subsidy as
a f r e e m e d i c a l c a r e c e n t e r f o r A r a b r e f u ¬
gees, according to Dr. Hoffman.

I n v i e w o f t h i s , h e s a i d , t h e LW F / W S
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o r t h e p r e s e n t , b u t t h e
department is at the same time planning
for the day when this service will no longer
be needed and the hospital property on
t h e M o u n t o f O l i v e s c a n b e r e t u r n e d t o
i ts German Evange l ica l owners .

Bes ides “p rov id ing the w i tness ing com¬
munity with the opportunity of aiding non-
Chr is t ians , ” Dr. Ho f fman to ld the Execu¬
tive Committee, the world service depart¬
men t i s a l so “pu rsu ing ( i t s ) t ask o f
strengthening the witnessing community.

T h i s i n c l u d e s a i d t o c h u r c h e s i n t o t a l i ¬
t a r i an coun t r i es whe re t hey do no t have
“ f u l l f r e e d o m o f c o m p e t i t i o n i n t h e fi e l d
of opinion and faith,” he said, noting that
a la rge par t o f the LWF/WS program
f u n d s w e n t t o s u c h c l i u r c h e s i n fi v e
European countr ies .

The department director cited ■also its
“congregation extension among refugees
and migrants” in Austria, Germany, Great
Britain, Italy, Australia and South Africa,
its “revitalizing congregations” in steward¬
ship, and its church workers’ exchange
p r o g r a m .

In areply to the letter from the East
German bishops, Herr Werner Eggerath,
Secretary of State for Religious Affairs
in the DDR, admitted that there were
bound to be problems in implementing
collectivisation. He insisted that the prob¬
lems were being solved —and in the
farmers’ interest. Herr Eggerath stressed
that the principle of voluntary member¬
ship was “an essential part of our govern¬
m e n t ’s p o l i c y. ”

Aleading article in the East Berlin pub¬
lication “Neue Zeit,” which sympathizes
with the DDR Government, approves the
new agrarian pol icy as aform of economic
o r g a n i z a t i o n “ i n w h i c h t h e C h r i s t i a n l i f e
can be lived better than under asystem
of private farm ownership.” The paper
quotes the views of some pastors who
back the policy.

T h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c “ P e t r u s b l a t t ” a n d
other papers also protest. Referring to
government officials “Petrusblatt” says
“they proclaim the separation of Church
and state. They are consistently- eradica¬
ting all Christian thought from the state,”
the paper says, “but when it suits them
they don’t shrink from roping in religion
to support their .owti political purposes
and quoting ‘Christians’ who distort the
w o r d s o f C h r i s t . ”

con t ro l i n a reas whe re t hey do no t now
e x i s t .

Dr. Nolde is an associate general secre¬
tary of the World Council of Churches. He
h a s r e t u r n e d t o t h e U S A f r o m G e n e v a ,
w h e r e h e c o n f e r r e d w i t h h e a d s o f d e l e ¬

gations participating in the conference on
cessation of testing. The Commission of
t h e C h u r c h e s o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s i s a
j o i n t a g e n c y o f t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f
Churches and the International Missionary
C o u n c i l .

Astatement adopted by the World Coun¬
c i l o f Chu rches ’ Execu t i ve Commi t t ee a t
Buenos Aires early in February urged
that afina l t rea ty shou ld be conc luded to
c e a s e n u c l e a r t e s t s w h e r e r e a s o n a b l e i n ¬
spect ion and control are now possible but
that aformal agreement should also be
negotiated to cease the testing of smaller
underground weapons, at least for aspeci¬
fied period, on condition that arrangements
be made for internat ional research to de¬
vise methods of inspection where that is
now impossible.

3 3

EPS, Geneva.
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p e r s e v e r i n g , t h e y h a v e a c h i e v e d a h i g h
percentage of successes.

* » * *

T h e C e r r t e r a t K h u l n a i s n o t a n e n d i n
i t s e l f . I t i s a b e g i n n i n g .

I t serves the people in away and on a
level they can understand.

Noth ing is fo rced. Noth ing is f ree . The
villager has to make the effort and give of
himself. Once he is willing to do that
there is help available to put him, his
fami ly, and his community on the road to
b e t t e r e c o n o m i c h e a l t h . T h i s i s t e c h n i c a l
assistance at its highest level of effective¬
n e s s .

Through such devoted people abroad, the
Amer i can chu rches a re r een fo r c i ng ecu¬
menical ventures in many places, of which
n o t t h e l e a s t i s K h u l n a .

In all of them Christian understanding
and Christian effort, only seeking unsel¬
fishly to help, are generating freedom from
wan t , bu i l d ing the d ign i t i es and l i be r t i es
that ensue, and making awitness in deed
a s w e l l a s i n w o r d s .

Your support to the overseas aid pro¬
g r a m s o f L W A c a n m a k e t h e e f f o r t s o f

mar., such as David Stockley give "a
be t te r way o f l i f e " to m i l l i ons o f ou r
underpr iv i leged brethren abroad. —The
E d i t o r .
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v i s i o n o f t h e t a s k w h i c h n e e d s t o b e d o n e
in our mechanized town and country com¬
munit ies so that machines and agricultural
know-how w i l l be ded i ca ted t o God . 3—
Pastors who gratefu l ly accept the task of
being the proclaimers of the whole Gospel
of Christ.. 4—Congregations who earnestly
pray that God through His Word may lead
and keep them in Divine fellowship. 5—
Congregations who also pray that God may
see fit to use them in the development of
responsible communities.

This is abig assignment that town and
country congregations need to accept in
faith. Aproper observance of Rural Life
Sunday by the Church will put this assign¬
ment into sharp focus against the back¬
ground of our contemporary town and coun¬
try communities.

Rural Life Suiulay
O b s e r v a n c e

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 11 )

how the Christian faith, the well kept
fields, and the happy. God-fearing family
belong together. They are one piece.

Rural Life Sunday can help town and
country congi’egations to see their task
in establishing Christian homes in the
country, in the village, in the small cities
they serve —establishing God-fearing fam¬
ilies who are strong in confessing their
faith in Christ and who are secure in their
homes and on their farms and in their
jobs.

Members who belong to these town and
country churches will need to see it
their Christian task to work for the estab¬
lishment and maintenance of asocial, eco¬
nomic and spiritual atmosphere that is
favorable to the growth of Christian fam¬
ily life. They will need to work in and
through the organizations of their choice.
It is not enough to belong to an organiza¬
tion just to get benefits such as low-cost
auto insurance. Organizations give them
an opportunity to bear witness to the points
of view they hold as intelligent Christians.

Ido not believe that this calls for a
special program on the part of the church.
It calls for aclear understanding of duty
and responsibility on the part of each
Christian in his situation as aparent, as
afarmer, as an office worker, as ateacher,
or as acustomer —an understanding of
our duty in our particular assignment and
our responsibility to our near neighbors
and to our ne ighbors fa r away.

To achieve this goal we need: 1—Effec¬
tive town and country congregations with
adequate facilities. 2—Pastors who have a

s e e
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Daneboc l Ac t i v i t i es 1960
Here is acalendar of some of the events

at Danebod Folk School. Tyler, Minnesota,
during the summer and fall:

June 15-17—Summer camp for children.
July 24-30—Leisure Time Workshop. Fam¬

ilies as well as individuals come and share
sk i l l s and i deas i n c ra f t s , t he a r t s , f o l k
singing and folk dancing, community liv¬
ing. Books to be discussed this year are:
Espy, “Quiet, Yelled Mrs. Rabbitt,” Hux¬
ley: “Brave New World Re-Visited,” and
Neider; “Autobiography of Mark Twain.”

August 21-27—Family Camp, sponsored
by the American Friends Service Com¬
m i t t e e .

August 30-September 4—Danish Folk
Meeting. Speakers will be Alfred C. Niel¬
s e n , C a r l o C h r i s t e n s e n , P. R a s m u s s e n .
H a r a l d I b s e n , J o h n E n s e l m a n n , M i c h a e l
M i k k e l s e n a n d E n o k M o r t e n s e n .

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t a n y o f
t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s w r i t e t o t h e d i r e c t o r o f
Danebod Folk School.

A G r e a t N e w L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

apolis it means, open occupancy; permit¬
ting Negro people to buy homes and to
live any place in our city where they
choose, without penalty of paying exhor-
bitant pr ices not asked of the white man.

He held out ahand to the proposed four
w a y m e r g e r w i t h w h i c h w e i n t h e A E L C
are concerned, and he ment ioned conver¬
sat ions wi th the Lutheran Church-Missour i
Synod.

The Una Sancta, acantata, composed
and directed by Dr. Paul Christiansen,
climaxed in abeautiful way the conclusion
of these historic days in the Lutheran
Church. How heart warming it was for
an AELCer to hear Grundtvig’s “Built On
The Rock” sung by this great congregation
and once more to blend one’s voice in the
majestic words and music of the ancient
Danish Day Hymn sung this day by thous¬
ands of Amer ican fe l low Lutherans in our
C i t y Aud i to r i um.

“With joy we depart for our fatherland.
Where God ou r Fa the r i s dwe l l i ng ,

Where ready for us His mansions stand.
Where heaven with praise is swelling;

And there we shall walk in endless light,
With blest ones His praise forth telling.

Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig.
In closing, the Honorary President-elect

o f T h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n C h i u ' c h , D r .
Henry F. Schuh, stepped to the lecturn,
and God’s blessing, grace and peace
flowed out over the congregation in the
w o r d s o f t h e a n c i e n t b e n e d i c t i o n o f t h e
c h u r c h .

Again Grant Street, with Centi'al Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h a n d t h e C i t y A u d i t o r i u m ,
in Minneapolis had been the scene for
history-making events in the Evan.gelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a .

Enok Mor tensen ,
Tyler, Minnesota.

P O S T M A S T E R : I f u n d e l i v e r a b l e a s a d d r e s s e d ,
attach Form 3579. give new address, and return
e n t i r e p a p e r a t t r a n s i e n t s e c o n d - c l a s s r a t e
(P. M. 355.343; 355.334; 158.22) to
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S , A S K O V , M I N N E S O T A

R e t u r n P o s t a g e G u a r a n t e e d
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The Khulna Agricultural and
Uplift Center

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 2 )

and chicks are now available for village
d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d u s e .

Efforts are also being made to improve
t h e s t r a i n o f c a t t l e . T h e r e s u l t w i l l b e

better cows for the villages and amilk-
yield of gallons per day instead of afew
pints.
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other things, are going on at Khulna.
Stockley and his staff are persuading a

g row ing number o f v i l l age rs t o i nves t i n
shares for asmall cooperative, they are
e x p e r i m e n t i n g w i t h d e s i g n s f o r a r i c e
thresher patterned after aJapanese model
but only half as expensive.

Hand drawn charts are prepared for
v i l l a g e t e a c h i n g . J o y c e S t o c k l e y w o r k s
w i t h v i l l a g e w o m e n a n d d e m o n s t r a t e s
easier and healthier ways of homemaking.
One unemployed man is being taught to
make wooden toys.

W h e r e v e r t h e r e i s n e e d , w h e r e v e r —
among people living on the very margin
of life —asmall assist can be amighty
help, the Stockleys and thfeir staff try to
do something about it. Practical, versatile.
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