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Pic tured above is -Augustana Theo log ica l Seminary, Rock Is land, I l l ino is . L ike Augus iana
College and like the Augustana Church as av/hole, the seminary this year observes its
100th anniversary. The seminary was first located in 1860, in Chicago, and then later
m o v e d t o P a x t o n , I l l i n o i s . A l m o s t a l l t h e A u g u s t a n a m i n i s t e r s a r e t r a i n e d h e r e . S e e
inside for further Augustana Centennial news.
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The proffered bread of life on which to feed.

God bless the one who here propounds Thy truths,
Be in his heart, speak through the words he speaks,
That every listening, eager one may find
T h e w i s d o m a n d t h e c o m f o r t t h a t h e s e e k s .

And when, at last , the benedic t ion sa id.

May we go, strengthened for the days ahead.
— G r a c e N o l l C r o w e l l .

God bless all those whose membership is here;

Thy people. Lord, who love Thy house and Thee,
And may we find in Thy great book at last.
Each name recorded for eternity.

God bless the strangers gathered in our midst;
Lonely, perhaps, and far from home, they need
The blessed comfort of their Father ’s house,
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Augustana Seminary Celebrates Centennial
The Augustana Lutheran Church on Wednesday,

June 8, celebrated the 100th anniversary of its theo¬
logical seminary as a“school of the prophets” which
has trained more than 2,400 roen for the ministry in
the past century.

But joy over the centennial was tempered by sober
realization that Augustana Theological Seminary here
may soon cease to exist as aseparate institution as a
result of the Church’s projected union with the United
Lutheran Church in America, Suomi Synod and Amer¬
ican Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Located in Rock Is land for 85 years after three
years in Chicago and 12 years in Paxton, 111,, the
Augustana Seminary will probably return to acampus
in Chicago or environs, although several other options
a r e u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

The Rev. Dr. Karl E. Mattson, president of the
seminary, disclosed to the denomination’s 101st annual
synod here that the strongest possibility lay in merger
o f t h e s c h o o l w i t h t h r e e o t h e r s e m i n a r i e s i n t h e

Augustana Church Asks Further
S o c i a l A c t i o n

Rock Island, 111.—Several resolutions on interna¬
tional affairs were adopted by the Augustana Lutheran
Church at the closing business session of its 101st
annual synod here Saturday, June 11.

Delegates requested the Church’s Commission on
Social Action to study and report next year on the
question of recognition of Red China by the United
S t a t e s a n d t h e a d m i s s i o n o f R e d C h i n a t o t h e U n i t e d
Nations. The study, according to the resolution, is to
i n c l u d e “ t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f w h e t h e r t h e C h u r c h
should take any stand on such matters.”

The synod also urged the government of the United
States “to put forth every possible effort through the
United Nations toward ending the arms race, and to
continue to work toward acontrolled and adequately
safeguarded mutual d isarmament.”

“To this end we would favor legislation looking
toward the establishment of aspecial agency in dhe
national government on peace and disarmament,” the
r e s o l u t i o n s a i d .

In the same connection, delegates urged the auxili¬
ary and educational agencies of the Church to suggest
or prepare information and programs “pertaining to
the dangers of continued nuclear testing and of a
possible nuclear war.”

The Church ’s Commiss ion on Soc ia l Act ion was
asked to study the advisability of creating achurch
peace commission or committee to work in cooperation
with the corresponding agency of the National Council
of Churches and to report its recommendations to next
year’s synod in Seattle, Wash.

Adopted as an interim statement of policy was a
r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h n o t e d a “ b a s i c d i f f e r e n c e ” i n t h e
understanding of baptism between Lutherans and the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

I t s a i d t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s w h o h a v e b e e n a f fi l i a t e d
with the Latter Day Saints and who become candidates
for membership in an Augustana congregation should
be “ thoroughly instructed in the fundamental d i ffer¬
ences between Latter Day Saints doctrine and our Lu¬
theran Confessions, especially with reference to bap¬
t ism, the normal resu l t o f which ins t ruct ion should
be arequest for conditional rebaptism.”

D i s c u s s i o n f r o m t h e fl o o r i n d i c a t e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e
difference of opinion on this subject among the dele¬
gates and it was voted to request the Department of
Theological Cooperation of the National Lutheran
Council to study the issue.

Chicago area.
He said that no decision has been made, but studies

thus far “Seem to make this iconclusion rather self
evident,” and it “seems to be the best answer to the
questions of our future existence.”

Dr. Mattson pointed out that the proposed organiza¬
tional structure of the new Church provides for owner¬
ship and control of the seminaries by the various synods
or territorial units of the Church rather than by the
church body itself, as is the case in Augustana.

“If we expect to continue with the status quo,” he
said, “we wi l l find ourselves in aposit ion where we
must share financial support and students with at least
one or more seminaries who will be serving the same
area. The prospect, if the status quo is to be main¬
ta ined , i s asmal le r and weaker seminary. ”

The main proposal under study would uni te Au¬
gustana Seminary with Chicago Seminary at Maywood,
111., one of the ten seminaries operated by the United
Lutheran Church; Suomi Seminary, which re located
at Maywood in 1958; and Grand View Seminary, the
AELC’s school at Des Moines, Iowa, which plans to
move to Maywood next fa l l .

Dr. Mat tson repor ted that the contemplated new
seminary in Chicago would be composed of three or
f o u r s c h o o l s aBachelor of Divinity department, a
graduate department giving aMaster of Sacred The¬
ology and adoctor’s degree in theology, aschool of
missions and, perhaps, aschool for lay training in
theology.

Other alternatives facing Augustana Seminary in¬
clude possible merger with Central Seminary at Fre¬
mont, Nebr., at anew location; possible merger with
Pacific Lutheran Seminary on its campus in Berkeley,
Cal i f . ; and the possibi l i ty of cont inued existence in
its present location and the possibility of merger with
other seminar ies to be located in the Rock Is land area.
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The Past is Prologue

L i f e i n t h e F u t u r e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
America, Forseen hy AELC Theologian

A X E L C . K I L D E G A A R D

D E A N , G R A N D V I E W S E M I N A R Y

let us not confuse the fellowship of human friendship
with that responsible stewardship of God’s grace to
wh i ch we a re ca l l ed i n H i s Chu rch . Too o f t en we fo r¬
get the latter. Finally, through common purpose and
love the stranger of today becomes the friend of to¬
morrow. Some ■of our people have experienced a
very real sense of being members of one another in
Christ. This experience has been fed at rare meet¬
ings, held at considerable effort. We covet the same
for more of our people —and resent the barriers of
t i m e a n d d i s t a n c e w h i c h h a v e l i m i t e d t h i s w i t h i n o u r
own church. It will take time to grow' together in
the new church in such away that the same experience
may be achieved. But it is exciting to think of the
many fr iends that await us and how much easier i t
w i l l b e t o r e t a i n a n d n o u r i s h o u r c o n t a c t s a n d l i f e
w i t h t h e m .

There will be new responsibilities and much to
learn. The concerns of asmall congregation and of
asmall synod are limited, often to the basic problem
of survival. When that questiqp no longer gnaws at
our energies, our t ime and interest can go forth to
the essent ia l bus iness of achurch: evangel ism and
service. You may belong to acongregation whose
concerns are already awakened and whose l i fe now
c a r r i e s w i t h i t s o m e o f t h e e x c i t e m e n t t h a t l i e s i n
wait for us in this regard in the new church. Our
mission horizons will be extended, both with respect
t o w o r k a t h o m e a n d t h a t a b r o a d . T h e r e w i l l b e
much which we will learn and for which our prayers
will grow. Aman’s love may be measured by the
c o n c e r n a n d t h e c o m m i t m e n t w h i c h h i s l i f e c a r r i e s —
and perhaps the easiest way in which we can sum
up this characteristic of life in the new church is to
say that our love will grow.

It may be that during these past few months more
of our members have become aware of the meanings
of church life and structure than during any such
period in our history. Lay people as well as pastors
have studied and come to terms not only with the
official documents that JCLU has produced but also
t h e l i v e s o f t h e c h u r c h e s i n v o l v e d t h e r e i n a n d n o t
l e a s t t h a t o f t h e i r o w n c h u r c h . W e t e n d t o t a k e t h e

H A T W I L L i t b e l i k e — t o b e a m e m b e r o f
t h e n e w c h u r c h w h i c h i n v i t e s u s i n t o t h e
future? The basic documents that are being

presented to our church this summer by the Joint Com¬
mission on Lutheran Unity can give us the formal
structure and many clues on what to expect. But
beyond the constitutions and the by-laws, what will
o u r l i f e b e l i k e i n a t h r e e m i l l i o n m e m b e r c h u r c h ?

The first comment is obvious, but often overlooked.
We wi l l s t i l l be members of acongregat ion —in a l l
l ikel ihood the same one with the same people, the
same weaknesses and the same strengths^that mark
that congregation now. Actually, the proposed merger
is neither the panacea for all our woes nor the bugaboo
that will ruin all that which we love in our congre¬
gations. The word that your pastor will preach, the
confession that you will make, and the relationships
in which your own faith is known and defined —
these wi l l not change overnight, nor basical ly ever.
Our need for God’s love and forgiveness will remain.
The Gospel is itself constant and our changes, insofar
as we remain dependent upon Him, will only be those
of growth.

But there will be more help and there will be
more gu i dance . Th i nk i f a l l t he cong rega t i ons o f
our synod were located within your own state. Think
of all the activities and agencies of our church as
these are spread out across the breadth of our nation
and then of the things that we would like to do but
cannot because' the distances are too great. Those
activities and agencies will become within reach. The
new state synod of which your congregation wil l be
apart will be divided into districts containing 20 to
40 congregat ions. There wi l l be,.Sunday School In¬
stitutes, youth rallies, women’s retreats, workshops for
counci l members, and other conferences. Instead of
being aday or several days drive away —and thus
beyond the reach of most of our people —the meetings
will be within afew hours or even minutes away.
Decisions and policies will still be made on the level
of the local congregation but with agreat deal more
professional insight. The present tendency of ouxj
congregations to be isolated and even provincial will
no longer be justified.

There will be strangers. Isuspect that this frightens
many of us. All those people! It is true that much
of our church life has been marked on the local, the
district and the national levels by personal friend- the present discussion. That suggests afurther re¬
ships. Three things might be noted here. First, how sponsibility of our life within the new church. Two
many of the members of your congregation have ever things may be said to be part of the life of amember
attended adistrict or anational convention? To some of the historic body of Christ: 1) That he honor the
of us this is afamiliar and valued experience but we gifts of God’s grace in the past by being agood
are in the minority. It would be good to get more steward thereof in the present. God has bestowed
of our people involved in such relationships. Second, His grace upon us freely and abundantly during the

w

famil iar for granted unt i l the si tuat ion demands that
w e e x a m i n e i t . M a n y o f u s h a v e r e a l l y c o m e t o
recognize both the depth and the superficiality of
our own church life as we have become engrossed in

I
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years of our life as an independent synod. It would
be sacrilegious and even blasphemous not to bring'
that particular heritage that is ours with us into the
new church. That means searching out and under¬
standing our own selves in order that we might give
unto others. 2) AChristian is receptive to that which
God would give to him through the lives and history
o f o t h e r s . T h e W o r d s t i l l s h a l l b e t h e s o u r c e o f o u r
life in Him. His grace has lived for and sustained
those into whose fellowship we are now invited. Our
life within that new church must be marked by a
receptivity and an openness if it is to bear fruit. To
c l o s e o n e ’s l i f e t o t h e f u t u r e i s t o c h o o s e d e a t h .

There will be continuity for us within the new
church. Twenty per cent of America’s population
moves every year. You may have lived in the same
home and community for many years —but where
are your children? Chances are, if you live in arural
community, that once your children graduate from
high school, they are on their way. There may not be
a n y s t a t i s t i c s o n t h i s b u t I a m c e r t a i n t h a t w e w o u l d
be appalled if we knew how few of the children of
our church continue within the fellowship of our
church. Only afew become related to another con¬
gregation of our synod when they move to the city
—only afew even have the chance, we probably do
not have acongregation in that city. Many do not
associate with another Lutheran church —their ways
are different from ours. Aconsiderable number, I
am convinced, lose contact with the church altogether.
There is atragic waste of human souls reflected in our
separateness at this point. Part of belonging to anew
church such as the one which we are now considering
is the possibility of areal continuity. How much it
will not mean to continue to have common work and
common cause with the sons and daughters of the
home congregation who have become part of another
community! You yourself will one day come to feel
at home within the worship of congregations away
f r o m h o m e .

Will there be growth in Christ? Not simply be¬
cause there is a-new church much larger and
active than the old one. That question is not one that
this article can answer. Growth in Christ comes not
from human devices or machinery. The Spirit is not
subject to our schemes and plans. But perhaps there
will be better means for the discovery of man
by God and of God. Activity doesn’t mean growth
but neither does growth take place without movement,
Iam personally convinced that God in His Word has
much in store for us within the life of that emerging
church. The Lutheran Church in America does not
yet exist but in the prayers, in the faith and in the
dedicated work of many it is already areality. Their
conviction and mine is that God will not deny us that
wealth of life of which our anticipations and prayers
have already given us aforetaste.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S June 20, 1960

Augustana Gives Overwhelming Approval
to Four-way Merger

Rock Island, 111., June 9—^The Augustana Lutheran
Church gave overwhelming approval here late Wed¬
nesday afternoon to plans for merger with three other ■
c h u r c h b o d i e s i n t o a n e w d e n o m i n a t i o n o f m o r e t h a n
3,000,000 members to be known as the Lutheran Church
i n A m e r i c a .

Nearly 2,000 delegates to Augustana’s centennial
synod approved aresolution to unite with the Ameri¬
can Evangelical Lutheran Church, the United Lutheran
Church in America, and the Finnish Evangelical Lu¬
theran Church (Suomi Synod).

Endorsement of the resolution on merger carried
vyith it approval of aconstitution and by-laws of the
proposed new church for adoption at its constituting
convention, the target date of which has been tenta¬
tively set for June, 1962...

Other union documents approved by the delegates
included art icles of incorporation of the new church
and suggested constitution for its 30 territorial synods
and its more than 6,000 congregations.

The Augustana church was the first of four bodies
to act upon the merger, the negotiations of which were
begun in December, 1956. Its 13 geographical con¬
ferences mus t concur in the favorab le dec is ion a t the i r
conventions next spring, and afinal vote on merger
must be taken at next year’s synod at Seattle, Wash.

Somewhat similar procedures will be followed by
the o the r t h ree bod ies i nvo l ved .

Morning, afternoon and evening business'meetings
of the synod on Wednesday had been set aside for con¬
sideration of the union documents. But the vote favor¬
ing merger came with dramatic suddenness as the aft¬
ernoon sess ion en te red i t s fina l hour.

Up to that point adozen speakers on each side
-of the merger question had participated in four hours

of spirited but temperate debate. Then the Rev. Carl
Luther Olson of Mesa, Ariz., called for the previous
question, an undebatable motion intended to cut off
■discussion. Delegates upheld his request by better
than atwo-thirds majority required in astanding
vo te . No coun t was taken as those who s tood in
support of the motion far outnumbered those opposed
t o i t .

m o r e

b o t h
Aproposal to conduct the vote by written ballot

was turned down in avoice vote that sounded close.
But when division was called for the subsequent stand¬
ing vote defeated the motion by 1,141 to 598.

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Carl W. Segerhammar
of Los Angeles, vice president of the Augustana Lu¬
theran Church, the delegates gave resounding ap¬
proval of the merger.

B e l i e f
All the strength and force of anian comes from his

faith in things unseen. He who believes is strong;
he who doubts is weak. Strong convictions precede
great actions. The man strongly possessed of an idea
is the master' of all who are uncertain or wavering.
Clear, deep, living convictions rule the world.

—James Freeman Clarke,

F a i t h
Faith means believing what is incredible, or it is

no virtue at all. Hope means hoping when things are
hopeless, or it is no virtue at all. And charity means
pardoning what is unpardonable or it is no virtue at all.

—G. K. Chesterton, Heretics.
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W h e t h e r W e L i k e i t o r N o t

Population Explosion Is a
—Editorial Report —

s t a t e m e n t o n t h e m o d e r n l a c k o f “ r e v e r e n c e f o r l i f e ”
which has connotation not only in the discussion of
war, where he placed it, .but in the connotation of
family planning and birth control, as well. But large
families in underdeveloped countries »find it almost
impossible to have a“fulness of life” or “abundance”
as Jesus called it, where the economic pinch is more
o f a h a m m e r l o c k .

Further ideas from the papers fol low:
(Ove Nielsen) “ the gap between the less de¬

veloped and the more developed countries is widening
rather than diminishing... .the people of the world
are contributing less than one per cent of their total
income to development assistance.... Adlai Stevenson
wrote recently that 16 per cent of the world’s popula¬
tion consumes 70 per cent of the world’s wealth
Certainly such countries as Canada, Australia and the
United States could grow more food than they are
presently producing The new generation is expand¬
ing rapidly in less developed countries. It is quite .
naturally producing what may be called adispropor¬
tionate mass of frustrated and undisciplined youth
These young people want achange for their people....
Eric Sevareid r e m i n d e d t h e A f r i c a n s ( r e c e n t l y ) o f
their folly in wanting the fruit even before the tree
takes root He chided the young Afr icans for t ry ing
t o r o u s e a w h o l e c o n t i n e n t t o P a n - A f r i c a n i s m b e f o r e
the individual countries have gained democratic sta¬
bility The role of the church in the population ex¬
plosion may be difficult to define but certainly amajor
concern in the years ahead, both at home and in other
lands, is the family as an institution. The family is
caught in the ferment and upheaval of social change.
In many areas it is bewildered, frightened, subject to
disruptive forces, and tending to lose its spiritual and
social moorings.... May the Church use (its) insights
to the glory of God and to the preservation of the fam¬
ily during the trying years ahead. May it continue
to teach its members that we are our brother’s keeper.”

(Axel Kildegaard) “The command of God to man
that he be fruitful and multiply seems to be in direct
and obvious contradiction to the practice of planned
and therefore limited parenthood.... the first church
we know in fact is within the fellowship of home. To
limit the numbers of'this first faith community, the
family under God, would in the eyes of some be akin to
closing the membership of the Church itself P s y ¬
chologists and theologians are today agreed upon the
func t i on o f sex —no t as some th i ng t o be v i ewed
separately but as the summation and symbol of the
total relationship between ahusband and wife.... it
is something holy and infinitely private as the inner¬
most treasure of the two who have pledged themselves
to each other to become as one T o t h i s s a c r a m e n t
of love, within the home, God has in His divine provi¬
d e n c e a d d e d f o r s o m e t h e a d d i t i o n a l b o o n o f c h i l d r e n

The question of responsible pai'enthood is there-

OME WEEKS ago, at ameeting of pastors in Des
Moines, apanel from the Council of Ecumenical
Studies of our synod presented to the Pastors’

Institute the problem of what is commonly termed
“the population explosion.” The panel discussion was
introduced by the presentation of three papers on the
subject by members of the Council, who had been
assigned their topics by ameeting of the Council last
August. The papers were presented by Mrs. A. Francis
Nielsen, Pastor Ove Nielsen, and Dean Axel Kilde¬
gaard. Pastor Nielsen delt with the international as¬
pects of the topic, while Mrs. Nielsen’s paper was on
the implications of the topic for ’foreign missions.
Dean Kildegaard’s paper was entitled “Planned Par¬
e n t h o o d a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n F a i t h . ” F o l l o w i n g t h e
discussion by the panel members, including Dr. Al¬
fred Jensen, Dr. Ernest Nielsen, Pastor Howard Chris¬
tensen and Pastor Verner Hansen, the ministers present
for the institute joined in the discussion.

Among many major points which could be made,
this report will touch on but two, and will then con¬
tinue with selected quotations from the three papers.

Despite poverty and famine, despite major wars,
human population has increased startlingly during the
past century. It is dramatic to call the situation an
“explosion.” Yet many experts feel this is no exag¬
geration. In our generation the human number has
reached two billion (doubled since acentury ago).
At the present rate, the three billion mark will be
reached by 1964 and the fourth bilhon by 1980. Within
twenty years it is expected that there might well be
twice as many humans as there are now. The increase
is expected mostly in so-called “underdeveloped” areas
of the world, although such nations as the U. S. will
also experience agreat growth rise.

With such increases taking place in areas where
there is aminimum of self-help possible, the respon¬
sib i l i ty on the more advanced nat ions l ies heavi ly.
Churches have the increasing task of providing food
and clothing and shelter to the destitute, as has been
done by such agencies as Lutheran World Relief and
Church World Service. This is one major conclusion
which is inescapable. Peace and prosperity at home
renders even more importunate the demands of Chris¬
t i a n c o n s c i e n c e .

Asecond major implication which came out of the
d i s c u s s i o n c o n c e r n e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l r e v e r e n c e f o r

fami ly l i fe which Christ ians have always held. I t is
t rue that Chr is t ian i ty has found i ts best chance of
survival in afami ly l i fe which preserved .and taught
and continued its precepts. (This is perhaps true of
any religion.) In underdeveloped nations, the sur¬
vival prospects of any given child are very low, so
that families might have 10 or more children in the
hope that afew of them might grow up and the fam¬
ily name might be carried on by at least one son.
Reference was made to Schweitzer’s recently published

s
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fore not contingent upon the function of sex as nar¬
rowly conceived by Roman Cathol icism. It is rather
aquest ion o f the capac i ty o f the home to rece ive
joy fu l l y t he poss ib le g i f t o f ach i l d . Tha t capac i t y
is to be defined in terms of their own physical and
economic wel l -being as wel l as thei r spi r i tual ma¬
turity The command to be fruitful and to multiply

can hardly be said to express acontemporary
u r g e n c y. W h i l e t h e p r a c t i c e o f b i r t h c o n t r o l m a y
be motivated by an irresponsible selfishness that re¬
fuses to allow any infringements upon personal pros¬
perity and enjoyment of life, it may also be expressive
of that genuine sense of responsibility in which every
Christ ian gives testimony to his faith... . God’s gif ts
are good.... Apart from Him, they are in effect in
d e n i a l o f H i m — a n d t h e r e i n i s t o b e f o u n d t h e i r s i n ¬
fulness. Birth control is itself aneutral grpund, which
may be ut i l ized in fa i th or in s in. . . .A much more
meaningful expression is ‘responsible parenthood’.”

(A. Frances Nielsen) “The main cause of death
rates in the past has not been due to the scarcity of
food, but to the prevalence of disease.... population
explodes, not so much -because of high birth rates,
b u t b e c a u s e d e a t h s d e c l i n e . . . . C h r i s t i a n m e d i c a l m i s ¬

sions have led in health gains which have prolonged
life The UNICEF and WHO have brought health
programs and medicines to most of the world i n

●one year of work, 1958, UNICEF has helped make
possible these statistics: 15,400,000 vaccinated against
TB, (and) 32,000,000 protected against malaria I n
all, about 50 million children or mothers may owe
t h e i r l i v e s i n 1 9 5 8 t o U N I C E F. I t i s t h e n n o s m a l l
wonder that population of the world has reached such
staggering totals... .The most rapid growth is found
in the hungriest lands. Each year a‘nation’ larger
than italy is added to the world I n J a p a n , a b o r t i o n s
number more than 2,000,000 per year I b e l i e v e i t
m u s t b e s t r e s s e d t h a t A m e r i c a n P r o t e s t a n t C h u r c h e s
have an important mission of educating public opinion
in America with reference to Japan’s survival and its
significance for the world’s population. However, one
could scarcely condone abortion as the best method
to accomplish this reduction in population.... India
has hardly scratched the surface in her attempt to
help To an’ Indian, alarge family is asubstitute
for social security, insurance policies, and homes for
the aged A strong program of evangelism is our
first concern Since only 18 per cent of the Indian
people can read and write, and communications such
as radio, TV and telephone are practically unknown
to the masses, the work of Christian missions is cut
o u t f o r t h e m . T h e t i m e h a s c o m e f o r m i s s i o n s t o
broaden the scope of their activities among the vil¬
lage and country folk of the underdeveloped areas....
For Christians to preach in abstract theological terms
about Him who is the Bread of Life is to preach
gospel that has little meaning for those for whom
bread, or its equivalent, is aluxury beyond their reach.”

Out of the discussion which followed the presenta¬
tion of these papers came such remarks as “What are
we so worried about? Doesn’t God know what He is
doing?” Answers came, such as the possibility that
the frontiers of space and the possibility of inhabiting
other worlds may provide asafety valve for the pres¬
sures of over-population; however, this is impractical
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in our present stage of technical knowledge. Reference
was made to Whitehead’s idea that God is “creativity”
primari ly, and that interference with this function of
Him is certainly sin. The responsibility of mission¬
aries seems on the whole to be increasing, rather than
lessening, for several reasons: (1) Each year the per¬
centage of Christians in the world drops (due to
population expansion). (2) Infanticide and abortion
are bound to appear to pagan people as the best an¬
swer to the problem of over-population. Such “geno¬
cide” is universally acknowledged as sin among Chris¬
tians, except for medical reasons.

The church i s somet imes lu l l ed in to se l f - sa t i s fac t ion
by its own mounting membership statistics and na¬
tional prosperity. The facts seem to indicate, how¬
ever, that there shall be no rest from brotherly con¬
cern and from active evangelization in the face of
the augmentative forces at work on the human race.

Jn JHfttwriam
Johannes Pedersen, former pastor in Tacoma, Wash¬

ington, passed away in Denmark on June 8. Pastor
Pedersen had recently recovered from asevere stroke
which he incurred just before ,the Seattle convention
in 1958. He was on atrip alone to Denmark, when
his son Gordon received the sad cable from the consul
that his father had suddenly died.
Denmark, and Gordon flew to Denmark for the
ices. Johannes Pedersen was born November 29, 1900,
at Glenstrup, near Hobro, Denmark.
America in 1926 and attended Dana College and Grand
View. He was ordained in 1932 in Des Moines, and
was pastor first in Calgary, Alberta. Other pastorates
include Junction City, Oregon; Portland, Maine; Dane-
vang, Texas. His most recent work in Tacoma lasted
from 1953 until his recent retirement due to poor
health. His marriage to Elizabeth Pedersen in 1934
gave him one son, Gordon. Pastor Pedersen was a
serious and devoted minister, and an extraordinarily
talented amateur artist, working in water colors and
o i l s .

B u r i a l w a s i n
s e r v -

H e c a m e t o

W a l t e r B r o w n
It came as no surprise to hear of the death of

Walter Brown because his body has been weakened
by many sicknesses but it does bring aflood of
ories. Iwas privileged to share many things with
Walter Brown as his roommate, classmate, fledgling
pastor, fishing companion and friend. We have shared
many hours together in the past 13 years in writing
and visiting. His mild manner, his generosity, his
of humor, his activities, his thinking and his concern
for the church were but apart of him. Behind all
these there was athankfulness for God’s gifts and a
determination to present the Christ he knew to

m e m -

s e n s e

a

e v e r y ¬
one he met. This is the life of Walter Brown which
lives on in memory. It has been agreat blessing to
have been his friend. May God bless his
a m o n g u s .

m e m o r y
A r n o l d K n u d s e n .

E d i t o r ' s N o t e :

June 5 issue o f LUTHERAN T IDINGS.
Pastor Brown’s death was announced in the
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o v e r s h a d o w e d t h e r e s t . A n o t h e r s h a d o w w a s c a s t
over the meeting with the announcement of the death,
on May 24, of Mr. J. K. Jense;r, Chicago, for many
years the fai thful treasurer of the Pastors’ Pension
Fund. Mr. Jensen had maintained apersonal contact
with each pensioner. The Synod Board took steps to
fill the vacancy on the Pension Fund Board, until con¬
vention time, so that this board (according to its rules)
may choose atreasurer from among its members, and
pension checks may continue to be sent out regularly
to the synod’s many pensioners.

The proposed Synod Budget for 1961, and most of
the other matters considered by the Synod Board, will
be printed in the report to the 1960 convention, which
w i l l b e s e n t o u t w i t h i n a m o n t h .

June 20, 1960

Legal Clarification
Merger Proceedings

The ! ‘Lutheran Church in America,” i f i ts forma¬
tion is approved by the four participating church
groups, will incorporate under the laws of Minnesota.
The committee of lawyers for the Joint Commission
on Lutheran Unity were agreed that the new law of
Minnesota for non-profit organizations and for the con¬
solidation of organizations such as church bodies, was
the best law available, and it does not require that the June 7, 1960
headquarters of the new' church be in the state of
M i n n e s o t a .

Willard R. Garred, Secretary,
A m e r i c a n E v. L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .

In the May 20 issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS we
reported the action of our synod’s Commission on Lu¬
theran Unity, in recommending “merger.” Since then

To b e E l e c t e d

As of this date the following offices are to be filled
the lawyers have informed us that, in accordance with ̂ y election at the 1960 convention of the American
Minnesota Law 317, the “board of directors” of each
church proposing to enter the consolidation must ap¬
prove the “Agreement of Consolidation,” the legal doc¬
ument by which merger will be accomplished, and
then submit the question of approval of the Agreement
of Consolidation to the August 1960 and August 1961
c o n v e n t i o n s o f o u r c h u r c h .

This matter therefore came before the Synod Board
meet ing May 26, and the fo l lowing reso lu t ion was
passed unanimously:

RESOLVED, by the Synodical Board of the Amer¬
ican Evangelical Lutheran Church, in its capacity as
the board of directors of such corporation:

Evangelical Lutheran Church:
Synod President, minister, 4year term.
Two Synod Trus tees , laymen, 3year te rm.
Grand View College &Seminary Board, one member, 4year term
Board of Ordinat ion, one layman, 4year term.
C h u r c h R e l a t i o n s C o m m i t t e e ( a p a r t o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o n

Lutheran Unity), one minister and two laymen, 2year term.
Ministers Pension Fund Board, chairman (minister) and one

unexpired term of 1year (usually alayman), 3year term for
c h a i r m a n .

Board o f Par i sh Educa t ion , one member, ' l ayman, 4years .
Board of Publications, one member, minister, 4years; one mem¬

ber, layman (or woman), 3years unexpired term.
Committee on Liturgy and Hymnal, five members, 2year term;

usually three ministers and two laymen.
Synod Santal Mission Committee, two members, 3years, usually

one clergy, one lay.
The four convention officers are elected annually.
Various members of Old People’s Home Boards are also to

b e e l e c t e d .

Note to incumbents in office: Synod By-Law V:21:
“ I f t h e i n c u m b e n t d o e s n o t w i s h t o b e r e - e l e c t e d h e
must present awritten notice to that effect to the
secretary of the synod before the opening of the
convention.” ^

(1) That the Agreement of Consolidation between this cor¬
poration and the Augustana Evangelical. Lutheran Church,
the Suomi Synod or the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church
o f A m e r i c a a n d t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a b e
approved in the form appended hereto;

(2) That the Agreement be submitted to avote of the
a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Chiu'ch to be held August 9to 14, inclusive, 1960, pursuant to
notice mailed to al l delegates and pastors not less than five
nor more than thirty days prior to the date on which the vote
wi l l be taken; and

(3) That if approved by the favorable vote of at least two-
thirds of the delegates and pastors in attendance, the Agree¬
ment shal l be submit ted, wi thout fur ther not ice, for approval
of the August, 1961, convention of the American Evangelical
Lutheran Church on which occasion the favorable vote of at
least two-thirds of the delegates and pastors in attendance
shall be required.

ASynod By-Law added in 1958 (V:18c) says: “As an
aid to the nominat ion commit tee the pres ident and
the pastor of each congregation may submit names of
qualified candidates in advance of the convention to .Vice President A. E. Farstrup was absent and ex¬

cused ̂ from this meeting of the Synod Board, but had the synodical secretary,
sent by mail, avote of approval of this resolution, sub¬
scribed and sworn before anotary public.

No one made use of this opportunity for nomina¬
tion suggestions last year. If you have agood candi-

The above resolution was prepared for us by At- date in mind for some office, and are not apastor or
torney James W. Hall, and the board agreed to ask apresident of acongregation, mention the name and
Mr. Hall for opinions on several more aspects of the qualifications to your pastor or president for forward-
merger question, such as what kind of alegal instru- ing to the synod secretary, who will present them to
ment would be required if the AEL Church chooses the nomination committee for consideration,
to enter the merger as anon-geographic synod.

Many other matters were considered by the Synod
Board at its two day meeting, but the merger decision June 6, 1960

Rev. W. R. Garred, Secretary, AELC.
Route 2, Hampton, Iowa.
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1. Experiences in international affairs such as our
Operations India projects, the Ecumenical Youth
Conference in Lausanne, Switzerland this summer
and the International Christian Youth Exchange.

2. Representation in ecumenical affairs such as the
U n i t e d C h r i s t i a n Yo u t h M o v e m e n t , t h e N o r t h
American Ecumenical Youth Assembly to be held
in 1961, etc.

3. Representation in inter-Lutheran affairs such as
t h e A l l - L u t h e r a n Y o u t h L e a d e r s C o u n c i l a n d c o m ¬

mittees meeting with the other Synods involved
in our merger for the purpose of discussing Luther
League activity in the proposed Lutheran Church
i n - A m e r i c a .

4. Representation on inter-Lutheran youth publica¬
t i o n b o a r d s .

5. Presentat ion of two Lutheran Youth Leadership
Awards of $200 each presented to outstanding high
school seniors each year.

6. Experiences in fel lowship, learning and policy¬
m a k i n g a t N a t i o n a l A E LY F C o n v e n t i o n - Wo r k ¬
shops and District AELYF affairs of all types.

“To be certain, there are responsibilities connected
with AELYF membership. These should not be glossed
over. AELYF expects interested, involved and en¬
thusiastic support in terms of morale and finances in
all. projects that it undertakes in so far as these are
worthy of this support. In specific, this means that
representation at district and national conventions is
requested, and that dues of $1.00 per member per
year are requested. Further, response to all inquiries
and invitat ions is expected. But most of al l , AELYF
expects its members to strike out in their local and
d i s t r i c t w o r k i n s u c h a f a s h i o n s o a s t o n e v e r l e a v e

any doubt but what they are doing is to the glory
o f G o d ! ”

T I D I N G S

'IfoditU
American Evangel ica l Luth.

Youth Fel lowship
E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

512 East Washington Avenue
Bridgeport 8, Connecticut

A L e t t e r f r o m t h e P r e s i d e n t
Recently, Dick Jessen, AELYF president, received

aletter from the youth of one of our congregations
asking for some information about AELYF. Among the
several questions were two that are particularly worthy
of consideration on this page. They were 1) What is
AELYF doing that will be of help to our local youth?
and 2) What does AELYF expect of local youth fellow¬
ships? These questions presented opportunity for some
real “down-to-earth” th ink ing, and what fo l lows are

'the answers given to these two questions. Maybe they
answer some questions you have about the value and
purpose o f AELYF.

“These questions can best be answered by looking
at the scope of the program of AELYF. As far as
AELYF is concerned, the most important work in
church-related youth activity takes place on the local
level. Any activity beyond this level, to be meaningful,
serves either, or preferably both, of two purposes:
1) it provides aid intended to enrich, stimulate, and
generally improve local work, and 2) i t provides an
opportunity for alimited number of youth to view
c h u r c h - r e l a t e d y o u t h a c t i v i t y f r o m a d i f f e r e n t a n d
perhaps more penetrating perspective. As much as
possible, AELYF’s program is-aimed toward these two
purposes. The former is done by providing:

1. Guidance and learning at Leadership Training
Schools .

2. Information about, and ameans to obtaining, the
best Lutheran youth program materials available.

3. Film strips particularly suited for LYF program¬
ming.

4. AHandbook to aid in the organizat ion of afel¬
lowship.

5 . ASummer Ac t i v i t i es D i rec to r whose pa r t i cu la r
duty is to act as acounselor for “ailing” fellow-

-ships and to help “healthy” fellowships to even
richer experiences in LYFing.

6. Frequent bulletins containing programming hints
a n d m i s c e l l a n e o u s i n f o r m a t i o n .

7. Paging Youth which shares ideas of other fellow¬
ships and frequently contains challenging, stimu-
ting articles.

8. An outstanding songbook, “A World of Song.”
9. Opportunity for the local fellowship to be of

service to the congregation by making available
to its members ahigh quality Christmas magazine,
Y U L E .

10. Workshops for Friends of Youth, which will be¬
gin next fall.

11. Whatever emphases are required to meet the
changing needs of local church-related youth
ac t iv i t y.

“The deeper perspective afforded amore limited
number of youth through AELYF comes abouUin:

Youth Programs Seeking Locally
Prepared Material

Lutheran Youth Fel lowships are being inv i ted to
share the best of their own, locally created program
ideas by submitting such program material to the
edi tor of Youth Programs. An annual publ icat ion of
program resources for Lutheran youth groups. Youth
Programs is planning to print several programs de¬
veloped locally in its 1961-62 edition. This is the
edition that is the first which AELYF will actively help
in producing. Let's show other Lutheran youth what
our programs are like by submitting some of our best
for publ icat ion!

Youth Programs will send $20 to the treasury of
any local group whose submission of program material
is accepted for publication. Submissions must include,
in addition to the program’s complete subject matter,
adescription of presentation methods to be used and
data about its original, local presentation (size and ages
of audience, purpose, occasion, etc.)

Manuscripts should be four to six typewritten
double-spaced pages in length, though lengthier ma¬
terial of exceptional merit will be considered. All sub¬
missions must be in the mail by October 1. Manu¬
scripts should be sent to the AELYF Board. Increase
the size of your treasury by sending in one of your
most successful programs now!
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MRS. AAGE PAULSEN, EDITOR

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

un t i l t he who le room resounded w i th l augh te r. You wou ld have
loved to have had apart in all the fun.

WhUe all this was going on, the committee was in frantic seai'ch
o f as l i de p ro jec to r —we had fo rgo t ten the s l i de a t tachment fo r
o u r o w n ! W h a t a d i l e m m a ! H o w c o u l d o u r f e a t u r e d g u e s t , M i s s
Eve lyn S ta rk , t he execu t i ve d i rec to r o f t he Augus tana Lu the ran
Church Women, take us on at r ip around the wor ld unless
Well, she did! And what amemorable “trip.” Africa, Hong Kong,
India and Jerusalem —maybe not in that order —but we hi t ’em
a l l , by p lane , j eep , o r t r a in . M iss S ta rk was v i v i d , exp ress i ve , ‘
imaginative, dramatic and delightfully humorous as she described
her experiences on the missions fields of the Augustana Lutheran
Church. No Kodachrome s l ide cou ld have done i t as e ffec t ive ly !
She impressed upon us the urgent need for the gospel in the lives
of mil l ions of our fel lowmen and imparted adesire to serve Christ
m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y b y s u p p o r t i n g g e n e r o u s l y t h e m i s s i o n s o f o u r
respective chui'ches.

After the coff'ee break the one-day retreaters returned home and
the evening was concluded with devotions.

The Sunday worship service was led by Mrs. Clarence Petersen,
M a y w o o d . M r s . H o w a r d B e c b t o l t , a t a l e n t e d l e a d e r f r o m U L C A ,
addressed the group, speaking on “The Lutheran Church —Its
Ecumenical Outreach.” This closing meeting was another st imulat¬
ing experience for all of us in worship, song and inspiration.

One more delicious meal in the lovely dining hall overlooking
Long Lake, final farewel ls , and we were off for home gratefu l to
God for His presence and guidance and appreciative of those who
h a d c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e s u c c e s s o f o u r r e t r e a t .

B u t I m u s t t e l l y o u t h i s b e f o r e I c l o s e . R e s e r v a t i o n s f o r o u t -
next retreat have been made tor the same time, same place, in
1961. Meet us there next year for ahappy weekend filled with
successive moments of song, worship, laughter, study, self-expres¬
sion, prayer, as we together experience the joy of abundant living.

As always.

C o n v e n t i o n
The annual convent ion of WMS wi l l be held concurrent ly wi th

t h e A E L C c o n v e n t i o n a t t h e W e s t m i n s t e r U n i t e d P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church, Waterloo, Iowa, August 9to 14, 1960. Aschedule of
meetings will appear in alater issue of “Our Women’s Work.

All our women’s organizations are urged to send the names
and addresses of thei(; official delegates to the undersigned before
July 1. Refer to the national WMS constitution for rules governing
representation and election of delegates.

9

Miss Reeta Petersen, Secreta’i-y,
'Women’s Miss ion Society, AELC,
Gowen, Mich igan.

D i s t r i c t I I I R e t r e a t
May 22, 1960

D E A R M A R Y :

Too bad you had to miss it! Imean the District IH Retreat
at Long Lake Camp last weekend. It was an exhilarating exper¬
ience from beginning to end. Just the thing for aspring tonic
to recreate one’s soul after ahurried, exhausting winter. The
weather was ideal, the lake peaceful, and all of nature beautiful
and invi t ing.

Most of us were strangers when we arrived on Friday afternoon
but became afellowship of friends before our departure on Sun¬
day afternoon. We. had the pleasure of welcoming members
of the United Lutheran Church Women and the Augustana Lutheran
C h u r c h W o m e n .

Twenty-two full time and twenty part time retreaters were
listed by our registration committee. Our congregations in Dwight,
Chicago (two), Clinton and Racine were represented.

Coffee and asoc ia l m ixer s ta r ted o f f the p rogram wh ich p re¬
sented variety from start to finish —lectures, worship, singing,
tasty meals, dorm pranks, discussions, K.P., hikes, coffee breaks
and impromptu skits.

Dr. Johannes Knudsen appeared on three sessions of the pro¬
grams. Friday evening he lectured on “Why We Have Sects,
pointing out that the underlying reason for their existence is
t h e f a i l u r e o f e s t a b l i s h e d d e n o m i n a t i o n s t o m e e t t h e n e e d s o f
people in aU areas of- Christian life. On Saturday morning. Dr.
Joe led us in morning devotions and an hour of Bible study. In
the afternoon he served as resource person for the merger panel,
interpreting the purposes of the auxiliaries in the new Church, as
outlined by JCLU.

In discussing “Why Stewardship?” on Saturday forenoon. Pastor
Robert Heide gave his subject the 3-D treatment, bringing into
clear focus all its aspects and relating them to every phase of
Christian life. Stewardship of life is one of the greatest responsi¬
b i l i t ies o f aChr is t ian and to car ry out tha t respons ib i l i t y i s cor¬
respondingly rewarding.

“ Ti m e f o r c o f f e e ” a u t o m a t i c a l l y d i s m i s s e d o u r fi r s t a f t e r n o o n
session at which time merger questions were discussed by Mrs.
Howard Beehtolt, ULCW; Evelyn Stark, ALCW; Mrs. Harry Ander¬
sen, AELC; with Dr. Joe as resource person, as mentioned pre¬
viously, and yours truly as moderator.

The second afternoon session found the group in eager discus¬
s ion on the “Church Woman ’s Respons ib i l i t y in C iv ic and Com¬
munity Affairs.” This session was ably conducted by Mrs. Johannes
Knudsen, who also introduced the subject.

When the inevitable K.P. duties were completed after supper,
tlie gong called again. Great excitement was astir —adramatic
production was scheduled! Four groups of players had rehearsed,
prepared costumes, made props, and were now ready to draw the
curtain, which was done, figuratively, by the M.C. What exciting
fun it was to see our i-etreaters play-acting in ridiculous situations

E m i l l e .

District IV Spring Fellowship Day
t i

Avery successful second annual Spring Fellowship Day was held
Apr i l 21 for the WMS of Distr iv t IV. Wel l over 100 women gath¬
ered for the day at Ringsted with al l but one congregat ion being
represented.

Upon ar r i v ing , co f fee was served f rom 9 :30 to 10 . Awe lcome
was given by Mrs. Marie Heerdt, key woman of Ringsted, and by
Mrs . Roya l Hane r, d i s t r i c t p res iden t . A f t e r s i ng ing ahymn , Mrs .
Ca r l o Pe te r sen , d i s t r i c t p rog ram cha i rman , gave t he devo t i ons .
Th i s was fo l l owed by apane l d i scuss ion on o rgan i z ing women ’s
groups by Cedar Falls and Kimballton women. Dr. Ernest Nielsen
spoke in behalf of Grand View College on “Service to Christian
Educat ion.” Reports were given on the Lutheran Women magazine
and on the progress of the home mission congregations.

At noon, the women adjourned to the Presbyterian church where
a l u n c h e o n w a s s e r v e d .

In the a f te rnoon , g roup s ing ing f rom AWor ld o f Song , l ed by
C a r l o P e t e r s e n , a n d a s p e c i a l v o c a l n u m b e r b y s e v e n R i n g s t e d
w o m e n w e r e e n j o y e d . M i - s . R o l a n d F a g r e o f E s t h e r v i l l e ( t h e
former Cora Sorensen of Ringsted) was our guest speaker for the
d a j ' . H e r t o p i c w a s o u r t h e m e f o r t h e d a y, “ Wo m e n ’s P l a c e i n
Christian Service.” Following ahymn, offering and closing prayer,
coffee was again served before departing for home.

Mrs . Lowe l l Haahr, D is t r i c t IV Sec .

District IV reports 200 subscriptions to Lutheran Women. Keep
up the good work.
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w a s o b j e c t i o n t o a l a c k o f c e n t r a l i z e d c o n t r o l o f
theological education (since there will be many semi¬
naries in the new church, and not one, as is now the
case in the Augustana Church). Late in the convention
the “synod” did decide to ask for two changes in the
constitution proposed for the new church. Five resolu¬
tions were proposed, but only two passed. One involved
having awider representation, by all synods, in the
Executive Council (see above). The other involved a
matter of doctrinal semantics which has been thorough¬
ly discussed already by our own AELC synod. Augus¬
tana will ask the JCLU to consider including in the
confession of faith adescription of Holy Scripture as
“4he Word of God.” The only way these two changes
could be incorporated in the merger documents would
be by unanimous approval of the 1,000 delegates from
the merging churches at the constituting convention,
now scheduled for 1962. This request on use of the
phrase “the Word of God” appears at this time to
have little chance of acceptance, since our own con¬
vention is on record as opposing it. However, minds
have been changed on important matters before.

OfluUan and Qomment
EACH DAY that goes by seems to make more in¬

evitable the third world war. Certainly, international
relations are at such fever pitch right now that fool¬
hardiness and frenzy seem the next and perhaps final
stage before outright attack. Meanwhile our weapons
race accelerates, and nuclear testing continues. Mis¬
siles blow up accidentally, and near-panic results. Un¬
derground nuclear testing is planned, threatening con¬
taminat ion of how many subterranean streams and
water tables? An interesting point of ethics is raised
by our great concern for the immediate preservation
of status quo. The Communists are perfectly willing
to sacrifice people now living for, they say, the sake
of future generations. Our tendency seems to be a
willingness to sacrifice the health and well-being of
future generations for the sake of people now living.
One wonders which policy is most defensible ethically?
There mus t be a th i rd more imag ina t i ve and more
Christian possibil i ty so that those horrid alternatives
are not our only choices T h e e m o t i o n a l a n d m o r a l
health of the world is being damaged daily, and if
war should come, who can calculate the moral trauma
w h i c h w o u l d r e s u l t ? I t i s s e l d o m t h a t w e m e e t f o l k s
who will even consider that there might be other pos¬
sibilities than capitulation to the enemy or total war.
If those two are' our only choices, then we need more
consideration of the consequences of both those alter¬
natives so that our private and public thinking may
have the benefit of range and clarity. John Bennett,
of Union Seminary, raises the question of whether we
c o u l d n o t a l l o w C o m m u n i s m t o fi n d i t s o w n l e v e l i n
the world without decisive military opposition but
with many other kinds of resistance in the various
countries. (Just as Communism finds many means of
resist ing capi ta l ism.) This is not offered as atact ic
or apolicy, but as an avenue of thought.

WE LOOKED over the tops of our glasses at Carl,
our caustic church custodian, and said, “Carl, Iwant
you to read the Youth Page in the current LUTHERAN
TIDINGS. It may gjve you anew slant on youth. You
are always far too bitter about the younger generation.”

“Well, pastor, Iusually do read that page, believe
it or not. But most of the young people Ihave any¬
thing to do with are not very high-minded, far as I
can see. They are all wrapped up in that idle teen¬
ager, Presley.” ,

“You must mean teen-age idol.”
“You have it your way and I’ll have it mine. Ithink

he ought to be haled before ajudge.”
“He has been, Carl. He has been hailed before

several governors, too.”
“Don’t go mixing me up with your tricky words,

pastor. Idon’t have much respect for youngsters now¬
adays. Just can’t believe Iwas ever one of ’em-myself.”

“George Bernard Shaw said once that youth is awon¬
derful thing —what ashame to waste it on children.”

“Smart man, Shaw... .Say, pastor, is the church in¬
surance all paid up? One of the tiles from the roof fell
on me the other day. Might happen to avisitor
time. We ought to get that roof fixed.”

“We have roofing firms bidding on it now. I’ll check
on our liability insurance later today, Carl. It is agood
thing we are covered. Iunderstand some churches
don’t carry such insurance. This doesn’t seem quite
fair to me —it’s unfair to visitors in the church as
well as members. Not only workers but guests should
be insured when they are on our property.”

“Right, pastor. Most churches carry plenty of fire
insurance —but that just protects themselves. They
ought to look out for other folk, too.”

“Of course, in areal sense, they do. All
Sionary and LWA work shows that, Carl. And don’t
forget that extra 121/2% for LWA in this year’s dona¬
tion, for refugee work... .By the way, Ihope you didn’t
get hurt. Did you see adoctor?”

“Yep, he took X-rays of my head. Didn’t find
anything.”

“ I c a n b e l i e v e t h a t . ”

THE AUGUSTANA CHURCH has just voted by a
resounding majority to accept the merger proposals
o f t h e J C L U . A t i t s C e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n c o n v e n t i o n
(or “synod” as such meetings are called in the Augus¬
tana Church) more than 2,000 delegates heard Dr.
Conrad Bergendoff, president of Augustana College,
say, “The willingness of the Augustana Church to give
up its identity after 100 years of fruitful activity is
i tse l f an ev idence of a fa i th that the fu ture wi l l be
different from the past.” Four hours of debate preceded
the vote which came out in “an affirmative roar and
anegat ive whisper
by ballot was easily defeated.) There was some'opposi¬
tion 'to the merger under the present terms of con¬
solidation. However, most of those who had objections
emphasized that they favored eventual union of the
f o u r c h u r c h b o d i e s .

s o m e

avoice vote. (A motion to vote

o u r m i s -

THE FEW objections raised are worth looking at.
First, it was felt that there are some inequities in the
pension plan, penalizing some pastors for their small
salaries. Secondly, there was objection to the fact
that not all 30 synods in the new church would be
represented on the Executive Council. Third, there
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have no relationship of any kind to the church
except that individual numbers of congregations
may serve on boards and contribute financial sup¬
p o r t .

I n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e
Merged Church 4. The many agencies and institutions vary

greatly in nature of services, geographical extent
a n d s i z e .

In April 1959, the committee held asecond two-day
meeting in New York. At this meeting we worked
out afairly accurate and detailed listing of all the
agencies and their relationships.

At its July 1959, meeting the JCLU gave the com¬
mittee the following instructions:

1. Develop further its study of the sources of
financial support for related health and welfare
agencies in the church of the future, indicating the
amounts that can reasonably be expected from
synods and the amount that ought to be provided
out of the general church budget during the years
of transition immediately following the organiza¬
t i o n o f t h e n e w c h u r c h .

Holger P. Jorgensen

Chairman, Board of Welfare

On December 30, 1958, Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen,
chairman of the Joint Commission of Lutheran Unity,
upon nominations from the presidents of the four
respective Church bodies, appointed the following as
acommittee of the JCLU “to study the situation of
ex is t ing ins t i tu t ions of an e leemosynary character,
Bible Camps, etc., and the degree of relationship of
each such institution to our present Church structures.”

Dr. Harold Haas, ULCA; Rev. Douglas Oll i la, Jr.,
Suomi; Rev. Holger P. Jorgensen, AELC; Rev. Law¬
rence Holt, Augustana.

This committee was asked to report to the JCLU
at its March 5, 6, 7, 1959 meeting.

This committee held its first meeting in New York,
N. Y., February 20, 1959. Believing that our task was
not too great, the committee had scheduled only aone
day meeting. However, we soon discovered that we
had atremendous task. As we got into the subject,
i t looked almost impossible. In fact. Dr. Haas once
threw up his hands and said: “Let us report it can’t
b e d o n e ! ” B u t w e k n e w t h a t t h e J C L U w o u l d n o t

accept such areport. Therefore, we went to work again.
First, we listed all the Lutheran health and welfare

institutions in the four synods and their relationship
to the synods. Here is where the difficulty lies. It
was rather simple for Suomi and AELC. Suomi owns
none and most of AELC’s are either owned directly
by the synod, or closely related to the synod.

However, in Augustana and ULCA, and especially
the latter, there is every possible relationship.

In addition there are the Inter-Lutheran agencies.
The first report of this committee could only be a

progress report because of the immensely complicated
s i t u a t i o n t h a t w i l l b e d i f fi c u l t t o r e s o l v e .

2. Draft aposition-paper outlining the relation¬
ships of health and welfare agencies with the new
c h u r c h o f t h e f u t u r e . ●
Anyone famil iar with the Lutheran Welfare scene

will immediately recognize that both of these assign¬
ments represent formidable tasks —how formidable
even the members of the committee did not recognize
a t fi r s t .

At our third meeting, also in New York, we tackled
these tasks . Apos i t i on paper was d ra f ted . I t i s a
nine-page typewritten document, so Ican here give
only abrief resume.

F i r s t o f a l l i t l i s t s t h e h i s t o r i c a l s i t u a t i o n o f t h e
agencies in the present synods. Secondly, it develops
abasic philosophy of relationships, namely that the
Lutheran health and welfare agencies and institutions
should be integral parts of the ministry and structure
of the church. It is our considered judgment that free
association of Lutheran persons, or even Lutheran con¬
gregations apart from synodical control, will not serve
in the best way to meet the emerging needs of the day.

For the institutions this basic philosophy means
the same measure of control by the church over policy
and program as is exercised over other aspects of the
church’s life, e. g. evangelism, Christian education,
home missions, etc. Church relationship cannot be
considered adevice to gain more financial support
from the church for associations that are not directly
responsible and responsive to the church —no matter
how worthy the service may be.

For the church i t means an a t t i tude toward i t s
social ministry and awillingness to set up structures,
that will enable asocial ministry to be carried on by
t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f .

P R I N C I P L E S O F O R G A N I Z A T I O N . T h e r e a r e a t
the present time anumber of single body agencies serv¬
ing territories that will include several synods of the
LCA. Some re-arrangement will have to be made.
It will be incumbent on the synods to restrict these
agencies to service in amore realistic geographical
area, such as service to children and the aged. Other
types of service may properly serve awider geograph¬
ical area, such as Seamen’s Mission, and other special

(Continued on Page 15)

However, here are afew of the facts revealed by
our study:

1. There are alarge number of agencies. The
Div is ion of Wel fare, NLC l is ts the ex is tence of
s e v e r a l h u n d r e d L u t h e r a n H e a l t h a n d W e l f a r e
Agencies and Institutions in the USA and Canada.
From the general listing, some kind of relationship
exists to the four church bodies in the following
approx imate numbers: One of the bodies on ly :
110; inter-Lutheran: 65.

2. The policies of the several church bodies in
de te rmin ing re la t ionsh ip a re qu i te d i f fe ren t . In
addition, these vary within the bodies. “Recogni¬
tion,” for example, may mean in one case only the
participation of asingle congregation; or it may
mean formal action by the whole jurisdictional unit
after careful study.

3. There are approximately 82 agencies that



■

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 12 June 20, 1960

The Rite of Ordinat ion Augustaua President Reports
Rock Island, 111.—The president of the Augustana

Lutheran Church at its convention June 7, urged its
merger with three other church bodies as he warned
t h a t A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n i s m m u s t c l o s e r a n k s “ i f w e

are to meet the challenge of
w o r l d - w i d e u n b e l i e f a n d a n t i ¬

godliness.”
“ I n t h e s e e x p l o s i v e a n d

revolutionary times w e o f
t h e c h u r c h c a n n o t a f f o r d t h e

luxury o f ad iv ided wi tness, ”
a s s e r t e d t h e R e v . D r . M a l v i n

H. Lundeen of Minneapolis,
Minn., at the 605,000-member
d e n o m i n a t i o n ’s c e n t e n n i a l o b ¬
s e r v a n c e h e r e .

Making his first report as
h e a d o f A u g u s t a n a — fi f t h
l a r g e s t L u t h e r a n b o d y i n
A m e r i c a — D r . L u n d e e n t o l d
the opening business session
of its 101st annual synod that
“ w e m u s t m a n i f e s t b e f o r e a n

unbelieving world the unity we profess.
“Any decision which will enable us to join forces

with others,” he said, “by that much, under God, will
provide us with the additional resources we need as
achurch seeking to bear witness to the redeeming
power of the Gospel before aworld desperately in
n e e d . ”

J C L U C o m m i t t e e o n D o c t r i n e a n d
L i v ing Trad i t i on

The P rem ises :

The ministry is an office or function of the commun¬
ity of believers in the service of the Word. “That we
may obtain this faith the office of teaching the Gospel
and admin i s te r i ng the sac ramen ts was i ns t i t u ted ”
(Aug. Con. Art. V, 1). The ministry of the Church as
well as the Gospel and the sacraments are not ours
but Christ’s. “Christ instituted these and bequeathed
them to the Church to use and exerc ise to the end o f
the world” (WA. 38, 240).

Ordination is the rite by which the Church com¬
missions to the few the functions that belong to all.
Through ordination the minister receives the right and
obligation-publicly to exercise the functions of preach¬
ing and administering the sacraments which belong to
the whole community of believers. As the public minis¬
try is aspecific office, it is separate from that referred
to in the concept of the universal priesthood. Through
our baptism we are all priests. But Luther says sim¬
ply, “We are all priests, but we are not all clergymen”
(WA. 31, 211). Ordination is acommission from God
as. well as from the congregation. Faith discerns in
t h e c a l l o f t h e C h u r c h t h e c a l l o f G o d . T h e m a n s o
c o m m i s s i o n e d f u l fi l l s t h e f u n c t i o n s o f t h e C h u r c h b u t
in so doing he is also aservant of God.

O r d i n a t i o n d o e s n o t c o n f e r a n i n d e l i b l e c h a r a c t e r
upon the man who is ordained but simply entrusts
and empowers him with afunct ion. “ I cannot under¬
stand,” wrote Luther, “why one who has been made a
minister cannot again become alayman, for the sole
difference between him and alayman is his ministry”
(Works of Martin Luther, 2, 284). The difference is
o n e o f f u n c t i o n . T h i s i n f e r s t h a t t h e C h u r c h h a s t h e
right and obligation of recall as well as call. It can
take away as well as bestow, decommission as well
a s c o m m i s s i o n .

T h e C o n c l u s i o n s :

1. Ordination is an ecclesiastical rite whereby the
Church ratifies the call to the “ministry of the Word”
and commits the office of the public ministry to the
o n e c a l l e d .

2. As the call to the ministry is not terminal, neither
may ordination be so considered. But when the one
cal led and ordained ceases to do the work of the minis¬
try of the Word and enters into some other occupation,
he ceases to be aminister. Ordination therefore confers
no permanent or indelible mark. However, should a
man desist from the function of the ministry and later
be re instated into th is office, the r i te of ord inat ion
shall not be repeated.

3. As the ministry is an office in the service of the
Word essential to the life of the Church, the rite of
ordination belongs to the total Church and not to the
local congregations or asegment of the Church. The
rite itself may be performed by asegment on behalf
of the whole but those ordained are ministers of the
total Church and never of the segment alone.

4. The Church as awhole has therefore also the

I

'i
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D r . M a l v i n L u n d e e n

D r . L u n d e e n i s c h a i r m a n o f t h e J o i n t C o m m i s s i o n
on Lutheran Unity, which since December of 1956 has
been negotiating afour-way merger of Augustana, the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Suomi
Synod and the United Lutheran Church in America.

Nearly 2,500 delegates, more than quadruple the
600 usually present at asynod, were in attendance. In
recognition of Augustana’s 100th anniversary this
year, the current synod was designated as ageneral
convention, thus permitting each congregation to be
represented by its pastor and alay delegate.

He added, however, that it was amerger “in which
the twofold conditions emphasized frequently by Au¬
gustana have been met,” namely, that “it has been and
still is open to all Lutheran bodies,” and that “it does
face up to the matter of ecumenical relationship.”

right and the obligation to establish and maintain
ditions and standards to be met before the rite of or¬
dination may be administered. This right and obliga¬
tion should be implemented in the by-laws of the
Church and the constitution of the synods.

5. Ordination as arite consists of prayer, commis¬
sioning through the Word, and the laying on of hands
thus signifying the conferring of particular functions
of the Church upon the person ordained. As these
functions are not solely those of aclass or an office
but of the whole Church, it would be appropriate if
not only members of the clergy but also representa¬
tive lay members of the Church participate in the
r i t e i t s e l f .

c o n -
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8 3 r d A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n
Evangelical Lutheran Church

August 9-14, 1960
The 83 rd annua l conven t i on o f t he Amer i can Evan¬

gelical Lutheran Church will be held at the West¬
minster Presbyterian Church, 1301 Kimball Avenue,
Waterloo, Iowa, beginning with aworship service
Tuesday, August 9, 8p. m., upon the invitation of St.
Ansgar ’s Evange l i ca l Lu theran Church , 1122 West
Eleventh Street, Waterloo, Iowa.

T h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n o f t h e C h u r c h a s w e l l a s
a l l t h e m a i n m e e t i n g s a n d s e r v i c e s w i l l b e h e l d
at the Westminster Presbyterian Church. The busi¬
ness sessions of the convention will begin Wednesday,
August 10, at 10 a. m. Registration for all pastors
and delegates as well as visitors will take place at West¬
mins te r Chu rch . Noon and even ing mea ls w i l l be
served in the dining room there; breakfast will be
served in St. Ansgar’s Church.

All congregations of the American Evangelical
Lutheran Church are urged to be represented at the
convention by delegates chosen according to the by¬
laws of said Church. All pastors are likewise urged
to attend. Regarding election of delegates to the con¬
v e n t i o n t h e A E L C c o n s t i t u t i o n A r t i c l e s V I I I a n d I X
apply as well as By-Laws Article V, 7a, b, cand d.

May Iquote also by-laws. Article V, 6b: “Each con¬
gregation shall submit in writing the names and pro¬
fession or occupation of its delegates to this credentials
commit tee by July 15.
t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e c h a i r m a n i s : M r s . H e r l o v
Olsen, 1127 Grant Avenue, Waterloo, Iowa.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a l l b u s i n e s s s u b ¬
mitted to it for action according to the rules govern¬
ing the convention. AU reports from the various
institutions, missions, councils and committees as well
as the presidents of the nine districts must be in the
hands of the president of the AELC by May 20 in
order that they may be printed in the Annual Report
and distributed to the congregations and pastors for
their study in due time before the convention.

Any member of acongregation, any congregation
or pastor of acongregation may submit topics for
the consideration of the convention according to Arti¬
cle VIII, 5. Such topics must be in the hands of the
president in time for publication in the July 5issue
o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

The question of merger with the Augustana Lu¬
theran Church, the Suomi Lutheran Church and the
United Lutheran Church wi l l doubt less be the fore¬
most issue facing the convention. Copies of the four
main merger documents have been distributed to all
pastors of the AELC and to all congregations, one
copy for each possible delegate and pastor, in order
that these or any other members of the AELC may
study same in order to be prepared to vote on the
merger i ssue . Acopy o f “Agreement o f Conso l ida¬
tion” will be sent by mail to each individual pastor
and delegate according to legal requirements approxi¬
mately one month before the convention. It is there¬
fore imperative that names of all delegates be sub¬
mitted to the credentials committee as soon as this
is possible.
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attend the meetings and services of the convention.
The facilities of the Westminster Presbyterian Church
are very spacious and comfortable. St. Ansgar ’s Lu¬
theran Church will make the necessary announcement
concerning lodging and meals of delegates, pastors
and guests.

May God through His word and spirit prepare
our hearts and minds for participation in the affairs
of the convention. May He guide us to face the ser¬
ious decisions and weighty actions placed before this
convention in order that His will may be done in
all things.

A l f r e d J e n s e n .
Des Moines, Iowa

Topic for Discussion, No. 1
That the new merged church have at its church con¬

vention 250 Minister Delegates and 450 Lay Member
Delegates, instead as now suggested —350 Minister
Delegates and 350 Lay Member Delegates.

C h r i s t i a n W a r t h o e .

C o n v e n t i o n I n v i t a t i o n

The pastor and members of St. Ansgar’s Lutheran
Church, Waterloo, Iowa, take pleasure in inviting
pastors, delegates and friends representing congrega¬
tions of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
t o a t t e n d t h e 8 3 r d A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n t o b e h e l d i n
our city, August 9-14, 1960, according to plans an¬
nounced by the synod president. Dr. Alfred Jensen.
We do believe that the facilities of our congregation,
the facilities engaged at Westminster Presbyterian
Church, and the accommodations offered by neighbor¬
ing AELC congregations will amply provide for all
who desire to participate in the convention.

Before May 15th our Registration and Credentials
Committee will mail to each congregation such in¬
formation as may be needed by those who would
register as delegates or guests for the convention.
This mailing will include registration cards, informa¬
t ion on mote l and ho te l accommodat ions fo r those who
desire same, and information on rail, airline and high¬
way routings to Waterloo, Iowa. *

May we remind you that provisions of the synod
by-laws call for all delegates to be registered before
July 15. We urge you to honor this provision in order
that local committees can make the finest preparations
for your arrival. All registrations should be mailed
to Mrs. Her lov Olsen, Regis t ra t ion and Credent ia ls
Chairman, St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church, 1122 West
Eleventh, Waterloo, Iowa.

We can assure you that we shall do our very best
to act, for the first time in our congregational history,
as good synod convention hosts in ayear when every
member of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
is hoping and praying for God’s blessing upon this
d e c i s i v e c o n v e n t i o n .

T h e n a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f

Sincerely,
Roger P. Olesen, President of the Congregation
Axel U. Larsen, Convent ion Committee Chm.
Richard H. Sorensen, Pastor.
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Lutheran Church primarily for persons
wishing to serve in the health and welfare
agencies and institutions related to the
synod, or to the National Lutheran Council.
N u m b e r a n d A m o u n t

The amount of $500.00 is available each
year. It is suggested that each applicant
apply for $250.00 for asemester and re¬
apply for the second semester; and that
the amount awarded each applicant be
dete rmined by the number o f app l i can ts .
Assistance is given^ for graduate social
work only.
Requ i rements

1. The applicant,'as arule, must be a
m e m b e r o f t h e A E L C . H o w e v e r, i f t h e r e
is no applicant from the AELC, exception
c a n b e m a d e a n d g r a n t a s c h o l a r s h i p t o
aformer member of AELC, .but at present
member of acongregation of aNLC body.

2. Applicant must have financial need for
s u c h a s s i s t a n c e .

3. Applicant must enroll in an accredited
s c h o o l o f s o c i a l w o r k .

Required Serv ice
One year in aLutheran health and wel¬

fare agency or institution for each year
of scholarship assistance.
Appl icat ion

Application should be made by August
1and January 1of the year assistance is
n e e d e d t o :

his home is Ringsted, Iowa. He will sub¬
s t i t u t e f o r P a s t o r H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n w h e n
h e i s o n v a c a t i o n .

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f . A l a r g e t u r n - o u t
heard Pastor A. E. Farstrup, JCLU mem¬
ber, present details of the coming merger
a t a recen t spec ia l cong rega t i ona l mee t¬
ing. He wi l l v is i t a l l the churches in the
d i s t r i c t .

N o t i c e
The booklet of 96 pages, called “Official

D o c u m e n t s o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
America, 1960,” containing 1) Const i tut ion
of the Lutheran Church in America, 2) By-
L a w s o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a ,

3) Approved Constitution for Synods of
the Lu theran Church in Amer ica , 4 ) Ap¬
proved Constitution for congregations of
t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a , - w h i c h
has been distr ibuted to pastors and con¬
gregations of the American Evangelical
Lu the ran Chu rch t o t he ex ten t o f acopy
to each pastor and acopy to each pos¬
sible delegate, can be had by any other
member of the AELC free of charge unt i l
the present supply is exhausted. Mail a
postcard to the synod office giving your
n a m e a n d a d d r e s s .

B o a r d o f W e l f a r e

Scholarship
On behalf of the Board of Welfare, AELC,

Iwish to call your attention to the scholar¬
s h i p a v a i l a b l e t o g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s i n
s o c i a l w o r k .

At our January Board of Welfare meet¬
ing the following rules were adopted:

One scholarship of $250.00 was also
awarded. There is then still $250.00 avail¬
a b l e f o r t h e t a l l s e m e s t e r o f 1 9 6 0 .

A n y a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e f a l l s e m e s t e r
must be in by August 1, 1960 (see rules)
so that the Board of Welfare may consider
these applications at ameeting during
the synodical convention August 9-14. I
urge young people who may think they
are eligible for this scholarship to study
the rules and send to me for application
b l a n k .

Alfred Jensen, ●
1232 Pennsylvania Avenue
Des Moines 16, Iowa.

y

O U R C H U R C H

D a l u m , A l b e r t a , C a n a d a . T h e a n n u a l
Folkefest will be held here July 17 and 18
w i t h t h e R e v. A r n o l d K n u d s e n , J u n c t i o n
City, Oregon, as principle speaker. These
s u m m e r w e e k e n d s a r e p a r t s o f a l o n g
t r a d i t i o n i n t h i s i s o l a t e d o u t p o s t o f o u r
synod.

Hampton, Iowa. Synod Secretary Wi l lard
G a r r e d a n d f a m i l y a r e c u r r e n t l y o n a
long trip to Kentucky and West Vii'ginia,
c o m b i n i n g a v a c a t i o n w i t h a “ f a m i l y t r e e ”
s e a r c h , a n d a v i s i t t o a n e a r l y G a r r e d
homes tead i n eas te rn Ken tucky.

Ludington, Mich. Bethany Church, of
1107 Madison Street here, is in search of
copies of Hymnal for Church and Home.
Perhaps some congregations who have
adopted
might be able to spare their old hymnals.
B e t h a n y C h u r c h w o u l d l i k e a t l e a s t 5 0
copies, and would like the music edition
dated 1949 or 1953. Please wr i te d i rect ly
to Ludington, not to LUTHERAN TIDINGS.

Fredsv i l le , Iowa. Ground break ing cere¬
m o n i e s w e r e h e l d J u n e 1 2 o n t h e s i t e o f
the new church bui ld ing now begun here.
The present church has been used for 57
years and the congregation has undertaken
n o o t h e r m a j o r b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t f o r 5 7
y e a r s .

Viborg, South Dakota. We have areport
that Pastor Harold Ibsen has accepted a
call to our church in Marquette, Nebraska.

Troy, New York and Newark , N. J . Our
two congregat ions here have recent ly de¬
c ided to leave the AELC to become par t
o f o ther Lu theran synods .

Sal inas, Cal i f . Seminary student Richard
Jessen w i l l speak he re June 26 . He w i l l
be in Cal i fornia to take part in the youth
camp held in the Sierras near Fresno be¬
ginning on that date, and lasting for one
w e e k .

D e t r o i t , M i c h . S e m i n a r y s t u d e n t P a u l
Petersen, will be assistant to the pastor
in St. Peter’s church here during the sum¬
mer months. Mr. Petersen is agraduate
o f M i n n e s o t a a n d h o l d s b o t h t h e B a c h e l o r ’ s

and Master’s degree. He is married, and

Holger P. Jorgensen,
Chairman, Board of Welfare. Reverend Holger P. Jorgensen,

Cha i rman , Boa rd o f We l fa re
Box 187,
Alden, Minnesota.
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Purpose

Scholarships are available through the
Board of Welfare, American Evangelical
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Church News From Around the World
F I V E T H O U S A N D R A M ' S H O R N S S I G N A L

L U T H E R A N " Y E A R O F J U B I L E E "

M i n n e a p o l i s — F i v e t h o u s a n d “ r a m ’ s
horns” will help anew Lutheran church
body celebrate the first year of i ts exist¬
ence. -

The ancient Hebrew, trumpet-like instru¬
ments wi l l be distr ibuted among the con¬
g r e g a t i o n s o f T h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
Church, the JubOee Committee of the new,^
church repor ted here.

They will be used during the Year of
.Jubilee festival which began in the church
Pentecost Sunday (June 5).

T h e n e w c h u r c h w a s f o r m e d h e r e i n
l a t e A p r i l b y m e r g e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n ,
Evangelicai, and United Evangelical Lu¬
theran Churches (ALC, ELC, UELC). Their
combined membership is more than 2%
m i l l i o n .

C o n c e i v e d a s a m e a n s o f b r i d g i n g t h e
t rans i t ion f rom three ■churches in to one,
the Year of Jubiiee is intended to bring
to individuals, families and congregations
an awareness of the Presence of God, says
Harold J. Belgum of Minneapolis, an ELC
o f fi c i a l w h o w a s n a m e d t o d i r e c t t h e
f e s t i v a l .

The ram’s horn was chosen as the central
symbol because to the people of the Old
Testament, says Belgum, “ I t was sounded
to signify, in effect: Tam the Lord your
G o d ’ .

M u c h a s L u t h e r a n s h a v e r e a d i n t h e i r
Bibles of the shofar, or ram’s horn, how¬
ever, few had seen the ins t rument . (The
w o r d “ J u b i l e e ” s t e m s f r o m t h e H e b r e w
“ y o b e l ” w h i c h m e a n s “ r a m ’s h o r n . ” ) T h e
shofar has important funct ions in present-
day Jewish worship services, in announc¬
ing the Day of Atonement, but is rarely
h e a r d e l s e w h e r e .

I t s u s e w a s i n t r o d u c e d t o T h e A m e r i c a n

Lutheran Church at its founding conven¬
t ion Sunday, Ap r i l 24 , by D r. F red r i k A .
Schiotz, newly elected president of The
ALC. He is also ELC president.

I t w a s s o u n d e d b y a s e m i n a r i a n i n t h e
convention auditorium filled with 10,000
people, gathered to hear aspecially com¬
m i s s i o n e d c a n t a t a , “ U n a S a n c t a ” ( O n e
Ho ly Church ) .

T h e h o r n s t h a t w i l l b e d i s t r i b u t e d t o
the congregat ions are exact , l i fe -s ize re¬
plicas of the one used for that occasion,
Belgum said, and will be able to repro¬
duce the shr ieking blast of the shofar.

Sunday, May 29, the beginning of the
Year of Jubilee was signaled, in congrega¬
tions of The ALC in the United States and
Canada, by trumpet calls during worship
services, specia l prayers and sermons, or
the singing of chorales native to the Ger¬
m a n , N o r w e g i a n , o r D a n i s h h e r i t a g e o f
the three un i t ing churches.

Objective of the year-long festival is to
bind the new church into an organic whole
through special events of prayer, praise
and thanksgiving.

I t w i l l be d iv ided in to two genera l
phases. The preparatory phase is designed

to reach ma tu r i t y on Re fo rma t ion week¬
e n d , O c t o b e r 2 9 - 3 0 , w h i c h i n T h e A I . , C
cong rega t i ons w i l l be a t ime fo r sp i r i t ua l
self-examination, thought and discussion on
the s ign ificance of Luther ’s teachings for
the la i ty, and s inging.

T h e s e c o n d p h a s e , a n a t t e m p t t o s e e
the festivals of the Christian year in fresh
and c rea t i ve pe rspec t i ve —s ta r t s Adven t
Sunday, November 27, and continues unti l
Pentecost Sunday, 1961.

N e w Y e a r ’ s E v e “ w a k e

scheduled in the 5,000 congregations be¬
cause on the last n ight of th is year, the
A L C , E L C a n d U E L C w i l l b e c o n s t i t u ¬
t iona l ly d iscont inued. Under te rms o f the
merger, the new church is to be operating
f rom i t s headquar te rs i n M inneapo l i s on
January 1, 1961.

s e n t a t i v e s h a v e b e e n a b l e t o m i n i s t e r i n

t he emergency w i th supp l i es a l ready on
hand. Food, clothing and other commodi¬
ties have been airlifted from various points
in the country and are being distributed
t o t h e t i d a l w a v e v i c t i m s .

Institutions in the Merged
C h u r c h

. ( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 11 )

serv ices . Bu t these shou ld be re la ted to
a s i n g l e s y n o d o f t h e n e w c h u r c h f o r
policy and program control. Synods re¬
ceiving service should make financial con¬
tributions. In certain exceptional cases,
the general church body should consider
subsidies from its bu'dget.

P R I N C I P L E S O F R E L AT I O N S H I P. T h e
model constitutions for synods provides
a. two fold option tor relationship to health
and welfare .agencies and constitutions.
Section XF The first option provides for
aBoard of Social Ministry. The second
option is acommitte on Social Ministry.
The functions of each vary somewhat,
which we cannot go into here.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT. I f Lutheran Wel¬
fa re Agenc ies and Ins t i t u t i ons a re t o be
par t o f the synod ica l p rogram, i t w i l l be
impor tan t tha t bas ic financ ing , inso far as
contr ibuted income is concerned, shal l be
the activity of the synod. The specific way
in wh ich th i s i s done may va ry w i th the
situation of each synod. In most cases a
combination of budgetary provision and
co-ordinated appeal to the congregations
seems most p rac t ica l . Whatever i s done,
however, should be under the auspices
of the synod.

How then, will this all affect our homes?
There will be are-alignment in relation¬
ship. For example, our home at Tyler
and the proposed home at Askov wi l l be¬
come the responsibi l i ty of the future Min¬
n e s o t a S y n o d . T h e s y n o d s w i l l o w n n o
h o m e s . T h e s e w i l l b e o w n e d b y i n c o r ¬
porations of congregations, etc.

In order to explore the new relationship,
become acquainted with it and discuss the
whole problem of financing, future plan¬
ning, impl icat ions of the JCLU act ions for
the relationship of agencies to synods, and
common strategy for responsible planning,
w e a r e s p o n s o r i n g a C o n f e r e n c e o n R e ¬
sponsible Planning in Social Missions with
Cons idera t ion fo r Imp l ica t ions o f the Lu¬
theran Church in Amer i ca Merger.

There wi l l be such aconference in each
of the proposed synods. The district presi¬
d e n t s o f t h e d i s t r i c t s w h e r e w e a r e i n ¬
v o l v e d h a v e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e i r
h a n d s a n d h a v e b e e n i n s t r u c t e d t o a c t .

We believe that this new alignment will
not affect the service our homes give to
people agreat deal. If there is any change
in service, it will only be to serve better,
and after al l that is the aim of our social
m i n i s t r y.

June 2, I960.

s e r v i c e s a r e

PROTESTANTS APPEAL FOR $250 ,000
F O R C H I L E Q U A K E V I C T I M S

New York—Acting in response to fresh
reports of desperate suffering caused by
recurring earthquakes and tidal waves in
Chile, the Protestant churches of America
and other countr ies of the wor ld are ap¬
pealing for $250,000 in emergency relief
f u n d s f o r u s e i n t h e d i s a s t e r a r e a . ,

The emergency funds requested are main¬
ly des igned fo r the pu rchase o f bu i l d ing
materials, medicines and other rel ief sup¬
plies drastically needed in the devastated
area, where approximately 2,000,000 per¬
sons —65 per cent of the population south
of Santiago —has been left without shelter
i n t h e h e a r t o f t h e b i t t e r C h i l e a n w i n t e r .

The $250,000 appeal —from the World
Counci l o f Churches at Geneva, Swi tzer¬
l a n d — h a s b e e n a d d r e s s e d t o m e m b e r

churches in nations throughout the world.
More than $90,000 already has been sub¬

scribed by national church bodies. These
funds include $48,000 from the churches of
Germany, $14,000 from Great Britain, $3,000
from The Netherlands, $2,790 from New
Zealand, $1,000 from Norway, and $22,500
f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

A n n o u n c e m e n t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f

the world appeal was made by Dr. R. Nor¬
r i s W i l s o n , e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f C h u r c h
Wor ld Serv ice , overseas re l ie f agency o f
m a j o r A m e r i c a n P r o t e s t a n t a n d E a s t e r n
O r t h o d o x c h u r c h e s . C h u r c h W o r l d S e r v i c e
has o f fices a t 475 R i ve rs i de D r i ve , New
York 27 , N . Y.

Upon fi r s t news o f t he Ch i l ean ca tas¬
trophe, Church World Service sent $5,000
in cash, 50,000 pounds of c lothing, 1,500
blankets, 80,000 pounds of food, and $15,000
worth of medicines, including mult i -v i tamin
tablets and antibiotics. Many of the sup¬
pl ies have been ai r l i f ted.

T h e d e a t h t o l l i n c e n t r a l a n d s o u t h e r n

Chile is estimated at apossible 5,000, with
property damage of more than $300,000,000.

Meanwhile, in Japan, where giant tidal
waves in the wake of the Chi lean ear th¬
quakes have flooded the Pacific coast,
leaving ahundred and fifty thousand home¬
less, Japan Church World Service repre-

> >
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Acknowledgment of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer
F O R T H E M O N T H O F M A Y , 1 9 6 0

For The Synod Budget:

Unassigned Receipts;
(by congregation)
Detroit, Mich. 
Chicago, m. (St. Stephen’s) 
Menominee, Mich
Minneapolis, Minn
Bridgeport, Conn
Victory, Ludington, Mich
Racine, Wis
Dwight, HI
Hartford, Conn
Alden, Minn
Viborg, S. D
Junction City, Ore
Cozad, Nebr
Waterloo, Iowa 
Newark, N. J
Tyler, Minn
Edison Township, N. J
Bridgeport, Conn
Brown City, Mich
Clinton, Iowa 
St. Peter’s, Cedar Falls, Iowa —
Askov, Minn
For Pastor 's Pension Fund:
(by congregation)
Des Moines, Iowa 
Junction City, Ore., (by Pastor

Knudsen) 
In memory of Mr. J. K. Jensen, by

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Petersen,
Maywood, 111

Askov, Minn

For Seamen's Mission:
(by congregation)
Askov, Minn

Moines, Iowa, by Hans and Karen
Clausen 

by Dagmar Miller 
From congregations on w’est coast

and in Montana, given to Pastor
Harold Riber 

Seattle, Wash., congregation 
Seattle, Wash., Ladies’ Aid 
D a n i s h G r o u p , L u t h e r M e m o r i a l

Church, Des Moines, Iowa 
In memory of Hi lda Gammelgaard,

■_ M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n . , b y f r i e n d s i n
F l a x t o n , N . D . , a n d R e s e r v e ,
Mont

Tyler, Minn
S a l i n a s , C a l i f . , S t . A n s g a r ' s L u ¬

theran Sunday School 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Kucharo, Des

Moines, Iowa 

F o r S a n t a l M i s s i o n :

(by congregat ion)
Brayton, Iowa '
Minneapolis. Minn
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , b y M r s , C a r l

Olsen 

Ringsted. Iowa. Sunday School —
Alden, Minn., Ladies’ Aid 
Junct ion City, Ore., by Pastor

Knudsen 
S e a t t l e , Wa s h . , A n n e x C l u b , S t .

John’s Lutheran Church 
in memory of Mrs. Daisy Reid, by

M r . a n d M r s . C h r i s J o h a n s e n a n d
M r . a n d M r s . C a r l O l s e n , D e s
Moines, Iowa 

Detroit, Mich., gift to Pastor Har¬
old Riber 

Des Mo ines , I owa , g i f t t o Pas to r
Harold Riber 

Seattle, Wash., Ladies’ Aid
Tyler, Minn
T r o y, N . Y. , I m m a n u e l L u t h e r a n

Sunday School 
Askov, Minn
Lake Norden, S. D., Immanuel Lu¬

theran Sunday School 

3 . 0 J

5 .00$ 4 3 . 0 5
85.31

3 .00 03..38
46 .37 IS.OO
20.72 i

120.00

$1,106.00
500.00

20 .00
42.00

79 .94 80 .00
124.69
100.00

88.98 15 .00
337.02
225.17
150.00
300.00
750.00
200.00
166.66
500.00

2.00 55 .47

56.00
25 .00

45.28
5 .0015.00

195.00
T O T A L $402 .13

60.00 10.00 For Eben Ezer Mercy Ins t i t u te :
Bethany Lutheran Church, Luding¬

ton, Mich
F o r F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e :

Bethania Cong., Racine, Wis

For "One Great Hour of Sharing":
Residents of Valborgsminde, Des

Moines, Iowa 

F o r P a s t o r ' s P e n s i o n E n d o w m e n t F u n d :

I n m e m o r y o f C . L . H a n s e n , b y
friends in Menominee, Mich., and
Marinette, Wis

For D is t r i c t IV, Home Miss ions :
From district treasurer 

Respectfully submitted,
Amer i can Evan . Lu the ran Chu rch ,
M . C . M i l l e r , T r e a s u r e r .
79 West Road, Circle Pines, Minn.

1,000.00
200.00
100.00

25.00

$106 .9215.00
45.00

$ 3 3 . 8 0200.00 May budget receipts from con¬
gregations 
Previously acknowledged

18.66 .$7,215.05
$22,641.85100.00

$ 1 9 . 4 0
$29,856.90T O T A L T O D A T E

$114.20
Other Budget Receipts:
P a s t o r s ’ P e n s i o n c o n t r i b u t i o n s :

Synod President 
Rev. Alfred Sorensen 
Rev. Howard Ch r i s tensen , .
Rev. John Christensen 
Rev. Willard Garred 
Rev. Holger Jorgensen 

20.00

$ 1 0 . 5 0 $ 9 2 . 0 0
40.00

5 .00 33 .50
52.00 3 .60 $333 .33

21 no
21 .00

$ 1 0 . 0 0 Total for May 
Previously acknowledged

$129.60
1,084.07

$1,213.67
P O S n WA S T E H : I f u n d e U v e r a b l e a s a d d r e s s e d ,
attach Form 3579, give new address, and return
entire paper at transient second-class rate
(P. M. 355.343; 355.334; 158.22) to
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S , A S K O V , M I N N E S O T A

R e t u r n P o s t a g e G u a r a n t e e d
0 2 ! ^

C H R I S T I A N S E R V I C E

By James Al len Francis

The greatest service Jesus ever rendered
mankind was in the t ragedy of the cross.
Af ter the last word had been spoken, the
last miracle wrought, in silence and dark¬
ness, He laid down His life oi) behalf of a
wor ld t ha t ha ted H im and l e f t t he resu l t
to God in history. Nobody there that day
guessed for amoment that that cross
would be the interpretation of all history;
that it was the ground-plan of the universe;
tha t th i s se rv i ce fo r o the rs w i thou t l im i t ,
without counting the cost even unto death,
would be the one dynamic retranslated,
reemphasized, reinterpreted, in human life;
would lift, change, alter, transform, and
transfigure human l i fe unt i l men the wor ld
over would glory in serving others as
Christ served us, and the motto “I.x>ve one
a n o t h e r a s I h a v e l o v e d y o u ’ ’ w o u l d b e ¬
c o m e t h e n o r m o f m a n ’ s l i f e . T h i s i s
coming. It is coming with every rising
and setting sun. Nothing can stop it. They
who seek to do so are simply behind the
times, fighting against fate, fighting against
God. Jesus will reign supreme by being
the loving servant of all humanity, and
humanity will reach its supreme goal by
serving Him, in serving each other.

TOTAL RECEIPTS TO DATE $31,070.57

Received for Items Outside of the Budget:
F o r L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

Detroit, Mich
Menominee, Mich

-Minneapolis, Minn
Victory, Ludington, Mich
Racine, Wis
Dwight, 111
Viborg, S. D
Muskegon, Mich
Germania Congregation, Marlette,

Mich
Denmark Church, Vesper, Kan. ..
Waterloo, Iowa —
Tyler, Minn
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Total for May 
Prev iously acknowledged

TOTAL TO DATE $ 5 , 3 2 7 . 3 7

F o r S a n t a ! M i s s i o n :

In memory o f Mrs . S . E . L inco ln ,
by residents of “Valborgsminde,
Des Moines, Iowa 

Racine, Wis
Alden, Minn., Ladies’ Aid 
In memory o f Mrs . Re id , Des
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