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Revealing the Remodeled DAAL  

   Report by Executive Director Jill Hennick 

The Danish American Archive and Library closed for remodeling last October and reopened 
this March.  During that time our major goal was to install movable shelving on one side of the 
Archive to increase our storage space.  This was a significant organizational challenge as it 
required moving a 13,000 volume library and a 3,500 box archive! Thankfully our volunteers 
were up to the task.  They formed a talented and skilled “logistics team” that included laborers 
to move large numbers of books and 
boxes, interior designers, dismantlers 
of shelves, furniture movers, computer 
hardware inspectors, scrap metal 
transporters, and some very good 
dusters.   

The interior of the DAAL now has the 
library on the east side with the books 
on one-sided shelving and the archival 
boxes on the new movable shelves on 
the west side.  If necessary the 
movable section could be expanded in 
the future.  This new configuration 
allowed us to create more flexible and 
open workstations to accommodate 
our varying numbers of workers and 
researchers on different days of the 
week.  The extra shelving has also 
allowed us to tidy up the offices, store 
rooms and closets so we can use those spaces more efficiently.  We said farewell to a lot of 
“clutter” by getting more materials onto a proper shelf.  Initially our goal had been to sell all of 
our old, metal shelves, but as time passed we decided we could use most of them by filling up 
our extra wall spaces.  A wall here and a wall there added over 180 feet of additional storage 
space!  With the ever-increasing amount of material donations, we need to use every square 
foot of the DAAL wisely. 

Looking ahead we are planning on an electrical upgrade and the purchase of some additional 
furniture.  This would include some quality office chairs for our work stations, and another 
couple of standing desks.  The latter have proven to be especially useful and popular.  
Fortunately the DAAL has had donors who designated that their funds be used for just such 
purchases.  In a sense our renovation will go on indefinitely as we continue to look for more 
and better ways to provide a worthy place to collect and preserve the historical documents of 
Danish America. ■ 

JOTTINGS 

Library shelving on the left with Jill in the new archive shelving on the right.. 
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From the dana room 

Sandra Wigdahl, Editor 
Jill Hennick, Executive Director 

1738 Washington Street, Blair, Nebraska   68008 
Telephone: (402) 426-7910 

 E-mail: info@danishamericanarchive.com 
Hours: 8 am-3 pm, Monday-Friday 

Two Rare Record Albums 

By Michael Hennick, Library Director 

The JaShaNas 

In the fall of 1966 three women began their higher 
education at Dana College.  They were all music 
lovers and as freshmen they often gathered around 
the piano in the dorm or harmonized together in 
their rooms.  Later in their college careers they 
began singing for various groups, organizations and 
churches.  The trio acquired the name “JaShaNas” 
at the suggestion of Dana’s president, Dr. C. C. 
Madsen.   It was taken from the first two letters of 
their names:  Janet Winkel, Sharon Boone and 
Naomi Kenyon.  As juniors in 1969 they released a 
record album simply entitled The JaShaNas.  The 
recording featured a selection of popular spiritual 
songs and show tunes accompanied by organ, piano 
or guitar.  All three women went on to graduate 
with the Dana class of 1970.  

 

Dana College Choir 1985-86  

Recorded during the 1985-86 concert 
season, this album features hymns and 
songs performed during the Choir Tour.  
Dr. Richard A. Palmer was in his second 
year as Director of the choir.  He had also 
formed a smaller ensemble entitled New 
Day, which performs five of the songs on 
this record.   This particular album 
features many examples of sacred choral 
music that always formed the core of 
vocal music at Dana.  Eventually the 
choir was streamlined to form the Dana 
College Chorale, a group that broadened 
the choir’s more traditional repertoire.  
New Day would continue performing in 
many venues for the next ten years.  Dr. 
Palmer would remain a music professor at 
Dana until the college closed in 2010.■ 
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The Danish Pioneer at the Danish American Archive and Library 

By Michael Hennick, Library Director 

The Danish Pioneer (Den Danske Pioneer) is celebrating 150 years of publication, making it the oldest Danish 
newspaper in the United States.  It began in Omaha, Nebraska in 1872 and moved to the Chicago area in 1958.  The 
DAAL has six boxed collections and two family files with 
connections to the newspaper; following are some of the highlights.   

The Archive has 54 large boxes containing issues of the Pioneer 
from as early as 1873 to the present day.  In 2012 they were 
professionally digitized so that they can be viewed and searched 
online.  To do so, visit the DAAL’s website at 
danishamericanarchive.com and click on Digital Archive and then 
Danish Newspapers.   

Hjalmar Bertelsen moved the paper to Illinois in 1958 and published 
it at his Elmwood Park Press.  He would be the President and Editor 
of the Pioneer until his death in 1981.  He and his wife Helene’s 
four-box collection contains correspondence, documents, clippings, 
and photographs in various scrapbooks or files.  These items cover 
half a lifetime at the center of activities and events in Denmark and Danish America.  Bertelsen was a living bridge 
between Denmark and the United States.   

N. C. (Niels Christian) Nielsen came to the United States in 1884.  He 
eventually settled in Cairo, Nebraska with his wife Sine and three 
children.  For nearly forty years he regularly submitted articles and 
letters to The Danish Pioneer.  These writings, as one of his great-
granddaughters said, “were almost always about world history, 
government, war, politics and rants about the general disappointing state 
of the world.”  His archive box has copies of the pieces from the Pioneer 
and our English translations.   

The file of Simon Simonsen has items from a young man who had 
learned to work in a press room at a Danish newspaper and then came to 
America in 1899.  He was first employed by the Danish Lutheran 
Publishing House in Blair, Nebraska, but then got a job as a pressman for 
Den Danske Pioneer in Omaha.  
In 1906 he returned to Denmark 
and worked for Danish publishers 
in Copenhagen.  Simonsen’s 
collection includes two 
noteworthy photographs of the 

Pioneer’s staff during his time. 

The DAAL also has the original panels of an exhibit entitled “The Danish 
Pioneer:  125 Years in Words and Pictures.”  These Danish items were 
originally shown in Odense, Denmark in 1997, but also came to the Museum of 
Danish America in 1998.  The panels contain documents, memorabilia and text 
about Danish immigration to America and the history of Danish-language 
newspapers, particularly Den Danske Pioneer.   

It wasn’t until the 1870s that large numbers of Danes began coming to North 
America.  The Danish Pioneer began at that time as a newspaper to keep these 
newcomers informed about the wider world.  As the decades passed the paper 
became a connecting link between various Danish American organizations and 
social groups, rather than a paper for Danish-speaking immigrants.  Today the 
paper is primarily in English, but it remains a resource for all those interested in 
Danish culture and heritage on both sides of the Atlantic. ■ 

In The Stacks 

Hjalmar Bertelsen holding issues from 1873 and 1976  

Pioneer staff in Omaha from between 1902 and 
1906; Simon Simonsen is on the extreme right  

One of the panels from the exhibit The Danish 

Pioneer:  125 Years in Words and Pictures 
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Reprinted from the May 2012 edition 

DAAL Hosts The Danish Pioneer Exhibit 

On April 16th the DAAL proudly debuted The Danish Pioneer - Connecting an Immigrant Community, an exhibit that 
was funded by the Nebraska Humanities Council and the Nebraska Cultural Endowment. The DAAL partnered with the 
current owners of The Danish Pioneer, as well as with the Danish Immigrant Museum in Elk Horn, Iowa, for historical 
content and development of the exhibit.  

The Danish Pioneer was founded in Omaha in 1872 by Danish immigrant Mark Hansen, with financial support from 
Edward Creighton, and is the oldest continuously published Danish-American newspaper in the United States. Five tall 
panels tell the story of The Danish Pioneer using photographs and text to trace the newspaper from its beginnings in 
Omaha in 1872 to the current publication based in Chicago. Viewers can see for themselves how the style and content 
of the newspaper evolved over time, and come face-to-face with the people 
who shaped its history.  The DAAL holds the most complete collection of 
The Danish Pioneer in existence today. 

The exhibit has provided an excellent opportunity for the Archive to reach 
out to a large segment of the Danish American community.   

Due to a prominent article that appeared in the Omaha World-Herald about 
the exhibit and ongoing efforts to digitize The Danish Pioneer and other 
Danish American newspapers, several individuals have visited or contacted 
the Archive.  Approximately 860 people have seen the display in Blair, 
Chicago and Elk Horn, and many more are expected to visit the exhibit at 
Dannebrog, Nebraska, June 1-4, St. Paul, Nebraska, June 9-17, and 
Minden, Nebraska, June 18-30.  Discussions are ongoing to make the 
exhibit available to additional venues in the near future. ■ 

Jottings Flashback 

Featured Danish  
American Commemorative 

Wall Panel  

This is the first in a series that will feature 
one of the panels from the Danish 
American Commemorative Wall.  The 
manufacturer is working on the first set of 
20 panels.  The next deadline is August 26, 
2022.  Thus far, sponsors have highlighted 
Danish ancestors, Danish American 
institutions, and non-Danes who benefited 
the Danish American community.  With 
each panel designed individually, the 
variety will draw viewers to the exhibit.■ 

For information about creating a memorial for the wall, 
please contact Jill at the DAAL. 

The Danish American Archive and Library congratulates Den Danske Pioneer/The Danish Pioneer, and its 
current publishers and editors Elsa and Linda Steffensen, on 150 years of informing and connecting Danes in 
both the United States and Denmark.  The DAAL is pleased to be able to collect and preserve these papers 
and all they reveal about the Danish experience in America. 
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 Arvin Hernes (Blair, NE) 
Bud Hunsche 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Jack Jensen 
 Mryv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Verda Johnson 
 Lori & Kevin Bayne (Omaha, NE) 
Herb & Carol Jorgensen 
 Beth Heng (Menasha, WI) 
 Patti Jorgensen (Menasha, WI) 
Phil Larsen 
 Allan & Fran Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
 Bill & Betsy Anderson (Blair, NE) 
 Peter & Jan Beckman (Ottawa, IL) 
 Roma Beebe (Blair, NE) 
 Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN) 
 Blair Area China Painters (Blair, NE) 
 Anne Marie Bradford (Omaha, NE) 
 Barbara Carlsen (Omaha, NE) 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
 Christie Gehringer (Omaha, NE) 
 Jeffrey Gross (online) 
 Lisa Gustin (Glenwood, IA) 
 Sylvia Hamilton (Tucson, AZ) 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
 Arvin Hernes (Blair, NE) 
 Ralf & Inga Hoifeldt (Urbandale, IA) 
 Paul & Jean Hundtoft (Blair, NE) 
 Ken & Bonnie Jensen (Albert Lea, MN) 
 Ruth & Randy Jensen (Blair, NE) 
 Tim & Sharon Jensen (Blair, NE) 
 Kevin & Keri Jo Johnson (Omaha, NE) 
 Jim & Linda Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 
 Anne Kozachik (Tucson, AZ) 
 Joan Krogh (Blair, NE) 
 Julie Kuhr (Blair, NE) 
 Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE) 
 Karen Madsen (Blair, NE) 
 Lowell & Sue Madsen (Fresno, CA) 
 Sheri Matzen (Blair, NE) 
 Ann McPhillips (Omaha, NE) 
 Barb Meduna (Monument, CO) 
 Norma Nabity (Omaha, NE) 
 Agnes Paulsen (Tucson, AZ) 
 Mark Paulsen (Tucson, AZ) 
 Vanessa Paulsen (Jacksonville, FL) 
 Laurids & Judi Pedersen (Blair, NE) 
 Eric & Natalie Petersen (South Bend, NE) 
 Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
 Larrie Stone (Ames, IA) 
 Lyle & Cathy Stone (Parkville, MO) 
 Kevin & Sara Wamsat (Bennington, NE) 
 Sandra & LeRoy Wigdahl (Blair, NE) 
 Rita Wilcox (Blair, NE) 
Linda Lemon 
 Larrie Stone (Ames, IA) 
Kathie Jaspersen Munderloh 
 Sandra Allen (Los Lunas, NM) 
 Larry Hansen (Fremont, NE) 
 Ann Hardy (Anthon, IA) 

 Susan Jacobsen (Annapolis, MD) 
 Jerry Jaspersen (Oakland, NE) 
 Jean Jaspersen-Naegele (Germany) 
 JoAnn Matthews (Weatherby Lake, MO) 
 Judy Robertson (Columbus, NE) 
 Stan & Nancy Rochlitz (Paxton, NE) 
 John Swartz (Canby, OR) 
Arthur F. & Ruth P. (Rasmussen) Nelson 
 Deborah Biorn (Saint Cloud, MN) 
Gunnar Nyholm 
 Lowell & Sue Madsen (Fresno, CA) 
Lillian Nielsen Ohlsen 
 Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN) 
Roger Olson 
 Jack & Lois Beal (Bothell, WA) 
Stephanie Petersen 
 Fran & Allan Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
Rhoda Schjodt 
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 

Honoraria 
Myrv Christopherson 
 Arvin Hernes (Blair, NE) 
Alvina Hjortsvang’s 95th birthday 
 Joyce Mynster (Council Bluffs, IA) 
Don Pedersen’s birthday 
 Theodore Pedersen (Duluth, MN) 

Endowment Fund: 
Richard & Delores Jorgensen (Poy Sippi, WI) for 

the Rev. Sigurd D. & Dorothy Petersen Fund 

General Fund: 
All donations are placed in the General Fund 
unless otherwise specified.  Those who give 
through the 50/100 Club are listed in each issue 
of Jottings. 
Allan & Fran Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
Assured Life Association by Myrv Christopherson 
Benevity Impact Fund by Stephanie Adams 
Larry & Lois Bornemeier (Waukesha, WI) 
Linda Brink (Lawson, MO) 
Lois Carter (Blanchard, LA) 
Charities Aid Foundation by Lars Madsen 
Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Sherry Forrest (Omaha, NE) 
Denmark DBIA Lodge #35 (Homewood, IL) 
Christie Gehringer (Omaha, NE) 
Jim Godson (Ripon, WI) 
Tom Godson (Poy Sippi, WI) 
Berniece Grewcock (Omaha, NE) 
Esther Grindberg (Circle Pines, MN) 
Kenneth Hansen (Blair, NE) 
Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
Donna Henton (Blair, NE) 
Arvin Hernes (Blair, NE) 
Lynda Jeppesen (Oak Park, IL) 
Lori Jones (Texarkana, TX) 
Don & Joyce Jorgensen (Ripon, WI) 
Gary Jorgensen (Pine River, WI) 
Richard & Delores Jorgensen (Poy Sippi, WI) 
Jean Kahldahl (Port Townsend, WA) 

Archive Report  January-April 2022 

VOLUNTEERS:   1015 hours by 34 volunteers from Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ohio and Wisconsin. 
VISITORS:   46 visitors from Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, and Nebraska. 
USERS:   53 users from California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ohio, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Denmark, 

Germany and email. 

Materials: 
The Archive could not continue to 
document the history of Danish 
Americans without these wonderful 
materials including complete family 
collections, photos, books, periodicals, 
music and obituaries.  We appreciate your 
financial donations to support the 
processing and storage of your materials. 
Lillian Andersen (Kenosha, WI) 
Fran Anderson (Omaha, NE) 
Pat Bentsen (Blair, NE) 
Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN) 
Deborah Biorn (Saint Cloud, MN) 
Linda Brink (Lawson, MO) 
Herb Christensen (Council Bluffs, IA) 
Ellen Fischer (Fox Lake, WI) 
Sherry Forrest (Omaha, NE) 
Elsie Hansen (Grand Island, NE) 
Lloyd Hansen (Kihei, HI) 
Heartland Danes DBIA Lodge #15 (Des Moines, 
IA) 
Susan Hettinger (Westminster, CO) 
Jean Jaspersen-Naegle (Germany) 
Jane Jensen (Plainview, NE) 
Richard & Pat Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 
Lenora E. (Larsen) Judkins (North Bend, NE) 
Luther Kloth (Wauwatosa, WI) 
Paul Kolb (Blair, NE) 
Joan Krogh (Blair, NE) 
Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
Nancy B. Larsen (Milwaukee, WI) 
Elizabeth Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
John Mark & Dawn Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
Liv Paulson Norderhaug (Chanhassen, MN) 
Glenn Pedersen (Omaha, NE) 
Evelyn Richards (Lincoln, NE) 
Nana Rinehart (Washington, DC) 
Bob Schmoll (Omaha, NE) 
Kirsten Schultz (Cedar Rapids, IA) 
Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
Larrie Stone (Ames, IA) 
Lisa Vargues (Mount Vernon, NY) 
Deb Schou Wood (Bloomington, MN) 

ACQUISITIONS 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Memorials 
Anne Christopherson 
 Arvin Hernes (Blair, NE) 
Kathryn (Thompson) Hanson 
 Bob & Martha Christiansen (Scottsdale, AZ) 
Rev. Gary Harris 
 Matt & Rachel Maxwell & Family (online) 
 Tim & Deb O’Connor & Family (online) 
Wanda Hernes 
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Marty & Linda Koefoed (Missouri Valley, IA) 
Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
Lorene Larsen (Omaha, NE) 
Gilda McCorkle (Louisville, NE) 
Leon & Alice Neve (St Paul, MN) 
Loyd & Marie Neve (Omaha, NE) 
David Nielsen (Winfield, KS) 
Larry & Palma Plume (Evergreen, CO) 
Martin & Nita Richards (Omaha, NE) 
Moses & Emily Margritt Rodriguez Fund of Schwab 

Charitable 
Ted & Susie Rudberg (Emerson, NE) 
Mindy & Marty Rump (Blair, NE) 
Bob & Judy Schmoll (Omaha, NE) 
Greg Schou (Albert Lea, MN) 
Joan Sorensen (Richardson, TX) 
Carol Svendsen (Denver, CO) 
Margery Waldhauser (Rockford, IL) 
Washington County Community Foundation (Blair, 

NE) 

2022 Thrivent Choice/YourCause Gifts:  
Lee Barney (Oregon City, OR) 
Myrvin Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
Carol Haussermann (Blair, NE) 
Susan Hettinger (Westminster, CO) 
Linda Kastrup (Blair, NE) 
Debbie Katt (Blair, NE) 
Jeanette Larson (Pipestone, MN) 
Norman Madsen (Monroe, IA) 
Lowell Madsen (Fresno, CA) 
Leon & Alice Neve (St. Paul, MN) 
Mark Olsen (Redondo Beach, CA) 
Julie Rohlfing (Blair, NE) 
James Ruden (Littleton, CO) 

50/100 Club: 
The name of the 50/100 Club was inspired by the idea 
that if 100 members gave $50 per month, most of our 
operating expenses would be met.  Members sustain 
DAAL by giving a minimum of $600 per year (given 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly according to the donor’s 
preference).  Those at the Founder’s Level give at least 
$2,000 per year.  An added benefit of being part of the 
50/100 club is receiving one donation acknowledge-
ment for tax purposes in January reflecting a yearly 
total of all donations, rather than getting a separate 
acknowledgment for each financial contribution.  These 
donations are part of the General Fund. 

50/100 FOUNDER LEVEL 
   Phil* & Florence Larsen (Blair, NE) 
   John W.* & Elizabeth Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
50/100 GENERAL 
 Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN) 
 Mark & Erika* Bondo (Freehold, NJ) 
 Becky Bryant (Dubuque, IA) 
 Borge M. Christensen (Rochester, MN) 
 Myrv & Anne* Christopherson (Decorah, IA) 
 Arlene & Neil Grover (Staples, MN) 
 Fritz Hansen (Wichita, KS) 
 Roger Hanson (Cedar Falls, IA) 
 Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE) 
    Geraldine Jasan (Northfield, MN) 
 Tim & Sharon Jensen (Blair, NE) 
 Dody Johnson* (in our hearts) 
 Julianne Johnson & Judy Pollock* (Columbus, 

OH) 
 Chuck & Joyce Jorgensen (Blair, NE) 

The Reverend Beryl “Gus” Knudsen 
published the novel . . . And a Time to 
Dance in 1992.  He writes in the preface: 
“. . . I frequently am filled with a sense of 
gratitude to God because I was 
privileged to be raised and nurtured in 
the Danish Lutheran Church in America.  
That church embodied a special kind of 
piety, the practice of which was unique 
and life-enriching.  . . . My intention in 
writing this fictionalized history has been 
to personify through the lives of 
imaginary characters the ninety-year life 
span of the Danish Lutheran Church in 
America.”■ 

Old Book On The Shelf 

 Gene* & Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE) 
 Barbara Meduna (Monument, CO) 
 Vordyn Nelson (Luther, MI) 
 John Mark & Dawn Nielsen (Blair, NE) 
 Lisa Nielsen (Fairfield, PA) 
 Donald B. Pedersen (Pea Ridge, AR) 
 Jay Planalp (Frederick, MD) 
 Palma & Larry Plume (Evergreen, CO) 
 Scott & Colleen Rasmussen (Omaha, NE) 
 Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE) 
 Joan Sorensen (Richardson, TX) 
 John & Deb Schou Wood (Bloomington, MN) 
 Sandy Wunder (Eaton, CO) 

Legacy Builders: 
These donors have named DAAL in their estates  
(* indicates deceased).  If you are not on this list but 
should be, please contact Jill Hennick at 402-426-
7910. 

Erna Berthelsen 
Judy Brehm 
Myrv & Anne* Christopherson 
Bernhard* & Marilyn* Erling 
Kathryn (Olsen) & Milbern Goetz 

FINANCIAL REPORT cont’d... Lois Girtz Halley* 
Roger J. Hanson 
Michael and Jill Hennick 
Arnold & Marianne* Jensen 
Russell P.* and Esther A. Jensen 
Tim & Sharon Jensen  
Ada Jeppesen* 
Julianne Johnson and Judy Pollock* 
Oscar* & Dody* Johnson 
Paul & Liz Johnson 
Lorene Larsen 
Phil* & Florence Larsen  
Gene* & Nancy Lindblad  
Gary & Diane Madsen 
George Madsen* 
Ronald D. Johnson* and Bodil Strom Muller 
John W.* & Elizabeth Nielsen 
LeVern* & Marilyn* Nielsen 
W. Clayton Nielsen* 
Larry & Palma Plume 
Joan Sorensen 
Deb Schou Wood  ■ 

Endowment Fund  

The endowment fund is an investment in the future of the Archive.  Some named funds have been estab-
lished in memory of loved ones.  The balance in the endowment follows. Figures are rounded to the near-

est $500 and are listed at historic cost. 

Ada Stokes Jeppesen Fund   $100,000 
Deloris Hansen Bengtson Fund       62,500 
Oscar & Dody Johnson Fund       13.000 
Bernhard & Marilyn Erling Fund       10,000 
John T. & Virginia (Lippincott) Beck Fund        7,500 
Rev. Aster & Ruth Neve Family Fund        7,500 
Dagmar Vasby Fund          7,000 
Martin & Else Andersen Fund         4,000 
Earl Jensen Family Fund         4,000 
Rev. Sigurd D. & Dorothy M. Petersen Fund        2,000 
Rev. C.I. Jerry Lund Fund         1,000 
Subtotal of named funds with balances over $1,000    218,500 
General Endowment Fund        117,500 

 Total Endowment Funds      $336,000 
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The volunteers have returned to the DAAL in full force this spring.  Most days we have one or two “regulars” working; 
but on Tuesdays and Thursdays, our traditional busy days, as many as twelve may be here for the morning.   In late 
April we had a week for volunteers who live some distance away to spend two or three days working on translation and 
obituary projects.   

The work of organizing, digitizing and cataloging the large amount of material from the Danish Home in Croton-on-
Hudson, New York continues.  The last issue of the Jottings gave more information about this large collection.  Of 
course, this is not the only collection waiting to fully enter the catalog.  It remains a long slow process to carefully and 
correctly add items, be they books or archival boxes, to the DAAL. 

Helping walk-in visitors and doing research remotely for those with inquiries is a daily activity for the staff.  In what is 
hopefully a post-pandemic world, we are expecting a 
lot of visits and interest in the DAAL this summer.   

Two Danish interns from the Museum of Danish 
America, Sarah Olivia Scott Nielsen and Frederikke 
Lund Theodorsen, visited us twice while they were in 
the United States.  Sarah used some of our materials 
for her exhibit on the Danish Mormons.  Also from 
the Museum, Diya Nagaraj, Curator of Danish-
American culture, used items from our Alfred Maack 
Petersen boxes for an exhibit.  Petersen worked with 
refugees after the Second World War.   

Jill and our volunteer Bob Schmoll gave a 
presentation to the Blair Rotary Club in April about 
the DAAL, Dana College and the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.   

The DAAL mourns the loss of our long-time friend 
and supporter Phil Larsen of Blair, Nebraska.  Phil 
and wife Florence will have a panel on our 
Commemorative Wall.  See our column on the Wall 
in this issue to learn more about the Larsens.■ 

Around The Archive  

Contact Information 
Thank you for your interest in the Danish American Archive and Library.  All members enjoy three 
issues of the Jottings newsletter each year and reduced program service fees. The newsletter is mailed in 
January, May and September. Please keep your contact information current.   

OLD ADDRESS   see label on reverse, or 

                Name(s)______________________________________________________________________  

 Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________  

             City___________________________________________ State____________ Zip __________  
 

NEW ADDRESS 

                Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________   

 Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________  

  City___________________________________________ State____________ Zip ___________  

 If not permanent:  __Temporary from ___/___(month/year) to _____/____(month/year) 

       __Seasonal (repeat every year) from ______(month) to _______(month) 

Phone________________________ Email_________________________________ ( send Jottings via email) 

Additional information__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Julie Johnson, Arvin Hernes and Stephany Sanborn  
enjoy the reorganized workspaces. 
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1738 Washington Street 
Blair, Nebraska   68008 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

This World War II era photo is from the Jepsen-Smith genealogy collection 
donated by Carol Prussa.  The note on the back of the photo says, “This is what I 
drive now.  That is me and my crew when we were in Tennessee on maneuvers.” ■ 

Parting Shot  


